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KopoaeBa MITE)XHUKOB






mprojior

Ilepsoe. JIoKaiHU3aLMs: XOJIOAHOE CTAIbHOE MTOMe-
eHne. Bes cTeHa OAMHAKOBOM UIMHBI — OKOJIO ABYX
MeTpoB. [IpusiTHass TeMnepatypa, 18 rpagycoB, MOXeT
obiTb 20. MeGenu MOYTH HET, JIMIUb Y3Kasl XecTKas
JIeXaHKa; CrnpaBa BO3Jie IBEpM Ha ypOBHe IJIa3 3KpaH
BHYTpEHHEN CBA3M, PSANOM C HHUM KpacHasi KHOIKa.
JlBepb MacCHBHasi, Bblllie 4eJIOBEYECKOrO pOCTa, OT-
KpbIBaeTCsl TOJILKO CHapyXu. Bo3ayx crepuiieH, ecTb
KOHAMLIMOHEP.

Bropoe. OuLeHka cuTyauuu: oH oguH. [Tpubsun He-
IaBHO C HEU3BECTHBIM 3alaHHUEM.

Tperbe. IBHXXEHHE: HUKAKOTIO.

®a3za nokona: BpeMs i1 CYObEKTUBHBIX Pa3MbIllU-
JNIEHUH.



ITIABA 1

Kaitn 6bU1 OOMH, NMpPUCHYUIMBAJICS K paBHOMep-
HbIM, TSXENbIM YyAapaM CBOEro cepaua M mbiTancs
BbIpaboTaTh PUTM A1 U3MEpPEHHUs1 BpeMeHH. Heckonbko
MTHOBEHM# Ha3aj OH MpHiLUes B CO3HaAHWE W OTKPbLI
rnasa.

MemwieHHo, ¢ 06CTOSATENBHOCTBIO, XapaKTepHO Wist
BCEX ero OBMXEHM! M BBOOMBIIEH B 3abnyxaeHue
NMPOTUBHUKOB — a OH Obll criocobeH OBUraTbCsi He-
obbiyaitHo GbicTpo, — Kaitn BHITAHYJICA Ha TMOCTENH,
B3MJISIHY/l Ha XOJIOOHBIM [/1a30K BUIEOKaMephbl BO3Jie
IBEPHU M 3aHSJI NIPUBBIYHYIO MO3Y OXHMIAHMS: CeJl NMps-
MO, cJierKa HaKJIOHW TUIeYH BIepel U CKPECTHJT HOTH;
HeMUTpaJibHOMY HablI04aTe/l0 MOTJIO MOKAa3aTbhCsl, YTO
oH cnuT. Ho 3TO 6BUTIO HEe Tak.

. Kaiitn Hukorma He cnaj. OH He 3Haj, YTO TaKoe
COH, a ecjii Obl ¥ 3HaJI, TO MOCYHTAN Obl HampacHOM
TpaToil BPEMEHHU M 3HEPruM.

ITpoxonuno BpeMsi.

IMpu ero 3agaHuM GBUIO HEBAXHO, CKOJBKO, HO
YTO-TO B HEM TOUYHO DPETMCTPUPOBAJIO OET BpEeMEHH:
4000 ynapoB cepaua — Oosblle, YeM TPH 4Yaca NpH
3aMe[UIeHHOM AbIXaTeJIbHOM U CEpAeYHOMN AeATeNbHOC-
TH, Ha KOTOpPYK OH HacTpow cBoe Teso. [Ton 3aBu6-
PHpOBaJl, cjlerka, HO BCE XE NOBOJILHO 3aMETHO, H
Kaiin cMor BHeCTM MOmNpaBKH B OLEHKY CHUTyaUMH.
Ckopee Bcero, OH HaxOAWicsi He B 3JaHUM, a B Ka-
KOM-TO TPaHCIIOPTHOM cpencTBe: KOpabiib, BO3MOX-



HO, OYCHb OOJIBLIOH TPAHCMOPTHLIH cCaMOJIET, B KOTO-
pbiit ero npuHecau 6e3 co3HaHHUS.

EnBa cnpluiHoe rygeHue NPOHUKIIO B CO3HaHMeE, M
Kaitn oTKpbul rnasa B TOT XX€ MOMEHT, KOria OTBOpU-
Jlacb MeXxaHuYeckasi ABepb. YOaphbl cepAlia U AbIXaHHe
Y4YaCTHJINCb, U KPaTKHUI MOJIYOCO3HAHHBIA MpPHUKa3 ru-
nepuyBCTBUTENIbHOM Xene3e Tesa 3aTpeboBan BBefe-
HHUsI B KDOBb MOXOXei Ha agpeHaluH CyOCTaHLIMH.

Korna nBepb pacnaxHynach M KTO-TO Boluesn, Kaitn
ObL1 B MOJHOM TFOTOBHOCTH.

l'ymMaHoMa M cCyllecTBO-Clyra BOLWIM B [OMelLe-
Hue. Kaitn ckonb3Hysn B3MISIAOM MO YETHIPEXPYKOMY —
MOCPEACTBEHHOE CO3[laHWE, CPEAHHUX pa3MepoB, C He-
MHOro 6oneec TOYHbIMU U OBICTPBIMM OBMXEHUSIMH, UEM
ob6biuHo. Kaitn aBToMaTuuecku onpeaeswi ero NpuHaji-
JIEXXHOCTb K JIUTHOM KacTe — 3aTeM MepeKIIoYWI CBoe
BHMMaHHWe Ha rymMaHouga. MyxuuHa 6Gbul BbILLE HeEro,
CTpO¥iHee M, HECMOTps Ha 3TO, O4YeHb Ipy3HbIit. Koxa
HeMHoro 6negHasi. Bugumo, oH 6611 He B dpopme. Ilo-
XOXe€, KOPEHHOI XHWTejlb TOro MHMpa, Ha KOTOpHIH 3a-
nporpaMMupoBaH Kaitn. KpacHbie oroHbku «M» —
MopoH Ha NpaBoM 3amsCThe CBUAETELCTBOBATH O TOM,
YTO OH MMEJ NMpaBO HaBaTh PACITOPSXKEHMS.

Kaitn npourHopupoBan ciayry ¥ NpUOIHU3MICS K
ryMaHouay Ha nosmuara. JIMIIO ero HUYero He BbIpa-
xayo. OGyyeHHe mpaBWIaM XOpOLIEro TOHa HE BXO-
OWIO B €ro NporpaMmy.

— Tw?..

— Kaitn, — oTBeTWs OH, KOora ryMaHOMJ BOIPO-
1LIalole TOCMOTpeN Ha Hero. — Mera-BouH 1-ro xiac-
ca, OTKOMaHIHPOBaH IJIA...

— 3Halo, — npepBaj €ro ryMaHoOMA.

B ronoce cablianack HepBo3HOCTb, U Kaiin 3ape-
TMCTPMpOBajl KPOME BCETrO IMPOYETo MPU3HAKK CTpaxa:



yuyalleHHOe NblXaHWe, CUJIbHOE MOTOBbIAEJIEeHUE, Jier-
KO€ HEOCO3HAHHOEe MoAepruBaHHe NMasblieB U ObICTpoe
ABUXeHHe rna3. Kaitn He HaxoaAMI NMPUUMH ITOTO CTpa-
Xa — WJIM BCe Xe: OAHO3HAaYHO 3TO OblI CTpax nepen
MBM. Ho oH He nmoHuMan, nodyemy ryMaHoua 60MT-
cq. A ecau Obl 3Hajl, TO, BO3MOXHO, MCMBITHIBal Obi
Npe3peHHeE.

— OcTtaBb GOJITOBHIO, — MPOAO/DKW FyMaHOUL, Noc-
Jle JVIMHHON HepBHOM nay3bl. — MHe HM3BeCTHO, KTO
Tol. 1 — Jd3Huens.

Kaitn KuBHYJA. BTO MMs eMy Ha3blBAIM.

— Xay Baweit KOMaHAbI. ‘

Barnan [13Huens HEPBHO CKOJIb3HYJ MO €ro JuLy,
3afiepXaBlUKMCb Ha MTHOBEHHE Ha IJla3ax:

— Tbl 3HakKOM c 3alaHueM?

Kaitn xuBHyn:

— YacTtuyHo.

— YactnyHo? YTo 3TO 3HAUMT? — cepaue JdaHue-
7iA 3acTyyano cuibHee. OH B3BOJIHOBaHHO MpOLIENCs
B3aJ Y Bhnepel MO MajleHbKoil KoMmHarte. — [louemy
Tebs MOCLUIAIOT ciloga, Koraa... — [IsHuenb He Aoro-
BOPHMJI M CBHpero ycTtaBwics Ha Kaitna, cxaB najblibi
B KyJak. -

Kaiin He moHsn 3TOro mpuctymna spocTd. 'HeB —
BPENHOE M OMacHOE YYBCTBO, W YEJIOBEK C TOJIOXEHU-
eM JIaHuens o6s3aH 310 3Hath. OH, Kaitn, He Mor
cebe MO3BOJIMTh COBEPLUMTb OLIMOKY. EMy He HyXHBI
IeTav, MoKa ero He 3afeicrBoBain. Kain crpocw
cebs, nouemMy [IaHuenss Ha3HaYMUIM ryGepHaTOpOM Ijia-
HEeTBl, €CIM OH He yMeeT BiadeTh coboit. KoHeyHO
Xe, Bcayx Kain Huyero He nmpomsHec.

— VYV T1ebsa HecnoXHOe 3ajaHuUe, — MPOMOJIXHI
JlaHunens cryctss HeKoTopoe BpeMsi. — Thl JOJDKEH Koe-
Koro Haitu. YenoBeka... MECTHYIO XMTENIbHULLY.

OH BnacTtHO noaHsAN pyky. Cayra nportanya Kait-
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Jy MpO3payHbiil MJIACTUKOBBIH MakKeT, B KOTOPOM Ha-
xoauiach LBeTHas ¢doTtorpadus 6onbluoro gopmara U
[Ba KpolueuHblX uuna ¢ uHdopmaumei. Kain 6pocun
B354 Ha doTorpaduio u BepHy ee [IsHueno, a uunsl
NMOMECTHJ1 B KapMallleK CBOEro rosica, eBa B3IJISIHYB
Ha HHX.

[ToueMy-To 3TO paso3nuno Hauuensi. OH omapun
Kaitna cBupenbiM B3rasigoM, NMOBEpPHYJICS W BbILLE,
HMYEro He roBOpsi.

Kaitn nocnenosan 3a HUM. OH Gonblue He MbITal-
cs uckaTb OOGBbsICHEHMHl cTpaHHOMY mnoseaeHuio 13-
HMeNss. DTO He BXOAWIO B ero 3ajaHue.

Cnenys 3a [IaHMeneM MU CIyroil, oH nepecek Ko-
pabnb. DTO ObUI TSAXeENblA TPaHCHOPTHBIM IJIaHep,
NPUMHUTUBHAs, HO BHelIHe ouyeHb 3ddekTHas KOH-
CTPYKLMsl, MPUMEHSIBLIAsICA BO MHOTMX MHMpax NMepBOi
¢a3bl KOJOHU3ALIUH.

[Mnanep yxe npusemnwics. O6a uuro3a 6su1H OT-
KpPBITbI, ¥ LIMPOKHI Tpam OMycKaJCsi K MOBEPXHOCTH
TUTAHEeTBI.

Kajin 6bicTpO, CO 3HaHMeM Iejla OCMOTpeJCSH.
CpenHux pa3MepoB Xeatoe cojiHUue Tuna A. Cama
NnaHeTa — MO KpaifHeil Mepe, Ta ee 4acTb, [ie OHM
ceJin, — TIpeACTaBlsila cOOOi XapKylo MYCTHIHIO, He-
MHOro cylwe, 4eM npenrnosaraina nporpamma. Ha ce-
Bepe JIeXaJIM PYMHBI COXCKEHHOro ropojaa, Ha iore —
OrpoMHasi BbIXOKEHHasi paBHMHa. Creabl MPUMMTHB-
HOM' XM3HU: napa JMILAaWHUKOB, KYCTapHHMK, XHBbIE
cyllecTBa — INPEUMYLUECTBEHHO HacekoMble. OuyeHb
HHU3Kas BJIAXHOCTbh BO3AyXa.

Kaitn BHeC HekoTOpbIe MMONMPAaBKM B CHaGXeHHe Tela
XKHMOKOCTbIO, U3MEHWI CTPYKTYpYy KOXM M YOaBWI [bl-
XaTeJIbHbII PUTM; OOHOBPEMEHHO OH CY3WI 3paykH,
4TO6Bl MPHUCNOCOOUTH I71a3a K SPKOMY CBETY, HE CHM-
xasi octpoThl 3peHusi. Korna Kaitn cnycriwicsa 3a I3-
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HHEJIeM MO Tpany, TO BHELIHE CTajl MOXOX Ha TUMHU-
HOTO XMTEJIS1 MYCTbIHK: CYLLECTBO, KOTOPOE AHSIMM, JaXe
HEACNASIMU MOIJIO MPOXHUTb Ha COOCTBEHHBIX 3anacax
BOAbl U HE 3HAaTb HMU C1abOCTHU, HU U3HYPEHMUS.

J2HKenb 0CTaHOBWJICS, HETEPMNENVBO NMOBEPHYJCS,
cobupasicb UTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO 3aMOJIYaJI, B CMATCHHUH
yctapuBlIMCh Ha Kaitna. Ero koxa noremHena, raasa
rnyboko nocaxXeHsl sl 3alMThl OT SPKOro COJHeu-
Horo cseta. Kai caenan BbIBOM, UTO Y XHUTeNiei 3TOMH
TUIAHEeTbl HeT OMbiTa OOlIEHUs! C Mera-BOMHaMH. DTOT
MHUp Mosioa. Bo3amMoxHO, OH nepBbIit, KOro 3neCh NpH-
MCHAT.

Kaitn TwarenbHO 3aperMcCTpUpoOBajl 3TO MNpPenrno-
JIOXEHHE M PEIINJI KaK MOXHO CKOpee €ro NpoBEepHUTb.
Ecau Bce Tak, TO y HEro ectb 3HaYMTEJIbHOE MpenuMy-
LIECTBO. :

[sHMenb, HAaKOHEL, NMpeooJiesl CBoe 3aMellaTelb-
CTBO M [MiOKa3aJl pyKOil Ha paspylleHHBI ropom Ha
ceBepe:

— Haiun nuiaHepsl notepsinu ciaen KanutaHa JIaipn
Ha 100 Muab toxHee. 51 Mor 6Bl BbICaAMTh Tebs Tam,
HO MHe BeJIeId NMpUBE3TH Tebs cioga. Bo3moxHO, xo-
3sieBa CYUTAIOT TeOs MILEHKOM.

— [lpaBunsHo, — noarBepaun Kaitn. — O6bexT
MOT CIMELHaJIbHO OCTaBUTh JIOXHBIE CIEIbl.

— O6wekT? — neBast 6poBb [3HMWenss npunmomHs-
nacb BBepxX. Kaitn He MOHsUI, moyeMy eMy He IMOHpa-
BUjoch 310 cnoBo. KanuraH Jlsitpn Gbina TakuM Xe
npogeCCHOHANIOM, KaK ¥ OH. BeposTHo, JI3HHUeNDb YyB-
CTBOB&J1 HEOCO3HAHHYIO BPOXAEHHYIO COJIMOAPHOCTD.
Kaiin TiiaTenbHo 3aperucTpMpoBal HOBOE MONO3pEHME,
JI06aBMB €ro K yXe M3BEeCTHOI eMy KpaTkoit MHdop-
MaLMM O XHUTEJsIX 3TOro MHpa.

— Kak xovews, — ckasan JIaHuenb. — MHe Bce
paBHO, KaK Thl ee¢ Ha3oBelb. Thl HaiAellb KanmuTaHa
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Jlaitpn, kaxk, He wrpaet HuKakoil ponu. [puBesu ee
KO MHe — XMBOi! DTO BaXHO, NMOHHUMaellb?

Kaitn Monuan. [IsHHeNb HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MPHCTallb-
HO CMOTpeNl Ha HEro, CJIOBHO XIJal OTBETa, IMOTOM He-
JIOBOJILHO MOKauaj roJIOBOil M yKa3aj Ha IUIaHep.

— TBoe cHapsiXeHHe...

— MHe 6onbllile HUYEro He HYXHO, — CITIOKOWHO
npousHec Kaitn.

— Hnyero?

— Bce, 4TO MHe HYXHO, Y MeHs ¢ coboit, — Kaiin
MoxJIonajyl pykoi No MHCTPYMEHTaJlbHOMy Mosicy: ab-
COJIIOTHO M3NHILHHUI XecT. Ho OoH Hayuwuscsi mpucrno-
cabnuBaThCcs K cobeceAHUKY. MacKkHpoBka Oblia yeM-
To GOJILLLIMM, YeM MPOCTO KaMydusixxem. — ByayT ewue
NnpuKasbl? — HEHYXHblil BONpoc, HO YyeM GhICTpee OH
afanTUpyeTcs B OTHOLUEHUM HEJIOrHYHOro MOBEAEHHS
XWUTeJel TUIaHETbl, TEM JIydule.

JsHuenb Ha ceKyHay cxan ry6oul. [ToroM nmokavyan
rOJIOBO}:

— Het. Moxewb npucTynars.

Kaitn xoren nmoBepHYTbCA M MONTH, HO [I3HMeNb
OCTaHOBMJ €ro:

— Bbixoou Ha cB3b B 12-4yacoBoM puTMme!

Kaitn KuBHYII.

— H...- 3Haeulp BpeMEHHON JIMMHUT?

— 240 yacoB, — nmoarsepaun Kaiin.

Tenepps OH. MONOXHaN, He NOOGaBUT JK [3HHUenb
elle 4YTo-HUOyab. DTOoro He ciayyunocb. M yepes He-
CKOJILKO MMHYT OH OTIpaBWICA B HarpaBJIEHHH DYMH
COXOKEHHOTO ropojila Ha ceBepe.

[Torons Hauanace.



ITIABA 2

Hananenue npousomno 6e3 Maneifuiero mpeayn-
pexneHus. Eue cekyHay Hasan necok 6bun abconior-
HO POBHBIM U HETPOHYTBIM, HO MOTOM BCE CJIYyYMJIOCh
JIIOBOJILHO OLICTPO, B MOYTH 3JI0Belllei THLIMHE.

ITecok B3opBajicsi, CIOBHO NMPSIMO TOJ €ro MnoBep-
XHOCTBIO BHE3aNHO MPOCHYJICSI K XXM3HHU reisep, H
BHYTpU B3NeTeBLUEro xentoro ¢oHTaHa IOKa3ajloCh
HEYTO OrpOMHOE, YepHoe M OiecTsilee, ¢ yXXacHbIMU
KOITSIMHM Y KJIBIKAMM, C YePHBIMHM BBITTyYEHHBIMH [Jla-
3aMu. HecMoTpsi Ha cBoM aGCypaHbie pa3Mephl, Cy-
1LIECTBO ObLNIO OYEeHb MOABMXHBIM. MrHOBEeHHBIN Gpo-
COK, PHIBOK, COMPOBOXAAIOWMMICS YXXaCHBIM APOOSIIMM
3BYKOM, — M TaM, FIe ellle CeKYHIy Ha3al CHAes HH-
Yero He TMoA03peBaloLIHil KOHOT, OcTasach JIMIb Mapa
Kamnejek KpoBH Ha Mecke.

Hu xnouka wiepctd, nocje Toro Kak YepHoe He-
YTO CHOBa YMOJI3/I0 B CBOE noaseMHoe ybexuuue. Ie-
COK CHOBa pa3pOBHsJIM HeBUAMMOIL pykoil. Cnycts 5
CEeKyHJ MNocjie HamaieHHs Bce ObUIo Tak, Kak U mpe-
XJe: cMepTejibHasl JIOBYLUKa, MOACTeperaiolas cieny-
IOLLYIO XEpPTBY.

BHHOKJIb BbIMai- U3 OPOXALUMX NajibueB YeputH.
HsTt pacckasana eif, 4TO JOJDKHO NMPOU30MTH, HO BCe
Xe el0 OBJNaJle/l HaCTOSLIHM yXac.

— Tenepb Thl MHe BepHLUb?

Yeputn He otBeTHiNa. Ellle HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI OHa
He OTpBIBasiCh CMOTpEJAa Ha CBET/IYI0, OGMaHYUBO pO-
BHYIO TIOBEPXHOCTb y IMOMHOXHMA CKajlbl B CTpaxe M
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3aMellaTenbCTBE, 3aTeM CHOBa MNOAHsUIa GMHOKIb K
rja3aM M TMocMoTpesna Ha BOCTOK.

Yeputn nonHabniopana 3a ¢opToM (MIM 4YTO elue
TaM MoOrJIo ObITb) OKOJIO MoJiyyaca, HO BHJI €ro CHOBa
HarnoJIHWJI e€e U3YMJIEHUEM M CTPaxoM.

Ha nepBblit B3rsAA cTpoeHHE MOXOOWIO Ha IMraH-
TCKYIO, HO OBOJIbHO NMPUMUTHUBHYIO KPENOCTb: HEpaB-
HOMepHoe, GechopMeHHOE CKOIUIEHHE MepLaloLmnX
4aCTOKONIOB, MCKPHUBJIEHHBIX OauieH U 3pkepoB. Ho
CXOJICTBO 3TO BHE3alHO HcyYe3no, ena Yeputu mnpu-
CTajIbHee Brisigenach B OeTaJlH.

CTpaHHO, HO OLIYLIEHHE TOrO, YTO CTPOEHHE MBbI-
TaeTcsl YCKOJIb3HYTh OT ee B3[Misha, ycwiusajioch. Eit
He YyOaBaJIoChb pacCMOTPETh UYTO-HUOYAb HOJblUe ce-
KYHZ,; B3DJISA CKOJI3WI, KakK JIy4 CBETa M0 MOBEPXHOCTH
3epkaia. 1 ecnu Obl B TOT MOMEHT, ¢’ OMHOKJIEM Y
rja3, ee Nonpocwin onucarb ¢opT, oHa Obl HE CMOT-
Jia 310 caenaTh. Bce B HeM GBUIO YyXABIM M MpayHbIM
U U3Ty4yajno HEOOBSICHUMYIO, HO OTYETIIMBO OLIYTUMYIO
yrposy.

YepuTH yXKacHyIach, CJIOBHO 3arISHYB B YYXO#
Bpaxne6Hblit MUp. CTajIbHOM 3aMOK, NOCTPOEHHEIH MO
MpaBUyiaM TEOMETPHH, Ka3aJioCh, : NMPUHALIEXal ApY-
Tro¥ BCEJIEHHOW.

Kak I'ypk u Ckamnep HaswiBany ero? IllaitT-xpam?

YepuTH HEe MMeJla HY MajieHlliero npeacTaBieHus,
YTO 3TO 32 XpaM U KOMY WIM YeMy B HeM IOKJIOHS-
1oTCH.

Ho Teneps ciioBO 3TO nMpHOGpesIo MpayHoe, Yrpo-
Xaroulee 3BydyaHHe. «MoxeT OwITh, — XyMmajia OHa, —
6Gonplle BCEro yrHeTaeT Ta MBIC/b, YTO UYJOBMIIHOE
CTpOeHHE BO3BEJIM WHOIUIAHETSIHE, HO HACEJLSUIH JIIOOU».

— IIpn6Gnu3NTECA K HEMY PaBHOCWIBHO caMOyOHii-
CTBy, — THUXO cKa3aja Har.

— Ho 4ro oHu TaM genaioT? — npobopmoTana Ye-
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PHUTH. «3DTO YTO-TO MOXET GHITb HE TOJILKO XpaMOM, —
nogyMaja oHa, — 6e3pa3siMyHO, KaKOMy 6OXeCTBEH-
HOMY MOHCTPY OHHM TaM TMNOKJIOHSIIOTCS. DTO HEYTo
6onbliee».

HaT oTo3Banach JiMlb CIYCTS HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI:

— Kpome Toro, 4ro nmoxuuialoT Aereit? — oHa mno-
xana wieyamu. — He 3Haw. Hukro He 3Haer. Hukto
HEe CMOT K HeMY HacTOJbKO NPUOIUIUTBLCS, YTOOLI
BBISICHUTb 9TO. |

HaT nmoaHsnacse.

— Tonpko xpeubl MoryT noaxoauts K -Illait-Taany
6nyxe, YeM Ha NATb MWIb.

YepuTH BHOBb NMOCMOTpeJia Ha OOMaH4YMBO POBHYIO
TIOBEPXHOCTD MecKa, B-KOTopyio B 10 MeTpax nmoa HUMH
nepexoauyia KaMeHWCTas NOJIMHA.

N aT10T nmecok Obul MNeEpBBIM, — KaK yTBepXpaan
I'ypk, caMbiM 6e306MAHBIM, — U3 TpeX YpPOBHeil 3a-
LUTHI, okpyxaBwnx lllai-TaaH, 3aluTH OT...

«Jla, co6CTBEHHO roBOps, .OT Yyero?» — noaymaina
oHa B cMsTeHMU. - [Ipouno yxe nse Hemenu, kak Ye-
PHTH, BBIHOSA K3 CNAIBHOTO OTCEKa, MepeHecaach B
STOT YYXObli1, pa3pylIeHHBII MHUpP, HO OO CUX NMOp He
y3Hajia ero HacTOJIbKO XOpOllo, YTOObl AaTh CBOIO
olieHKy. B onHOM OHa ObL1a yBepeHa: B paauyce Thl-
CSIYM MWIb HET HHUYEro, YTo Morio 6bl MPEeACTaBSiTh
OMNMacHOCTh IJISi 3TOr0 MOHCTpA.

B 3ameluartenbcTBe Yeputn nosepHynach K Hat u,
HMYero He roBopsi, Tpollula nMpoub. JleBylika Mojya
nocnenosana 3a Heit. Te 20 MUHYT, KOTOpbIE OHH MPO-
Jiexaiu B necke, Habiiogasd 3a xpamMoM, ObLIM noTe-
pPSIHHBIM BpeMmeHeM. Ckamaep npeaynpexial ee He
npUOAKaTbCs K 30HE CMepTH, okpyxasuueir Lllaii-
TaaHn, Ho YepuTH XoTena caMa yOeaHUTbCSL B TOM, 4YTO
YBUACHHOE H3faneKa ObUIO AeHCTBUTENBHOCTHIO. Te-
meph OHa yXe coXalieJla O CBOeM IOCTynke. «Bemu-
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KUt boxe, — nymana YepuTH, — 4YTO OHM CHENAJIH C
3TUM MHpOM?»

Ckagnep 3aXer OroHb, KOTAa OHM BEPHYJNCh, U
yXe He B mnepBblit pa3 YepuTu cnpocwaa cebsi, Kak
€My yaaeTcsl pa3BeCTH TaKoil KOCTep, UTO M ObIMa He
BHUIHO.

Monuya oHa cena psigoM, B3sijia 1LaMITyp, Ha KOTO-
pblit BapT HaHM3a1 HECKOJIBKO KyCOYKOB Msica, M Ha-
yaja ectb 6e3 0co60oit OXOTHI.

Laitt. Llait-TaaH. CI0BO He BBHIXOAMJIO Y Hee U3
roJioBbl. ['1e-TO OHa yXe ciabIIaIa €fo U KOrga-To
Oaxe 3Haja, YTO OHO O3Ha4yaeT. XOTs, C OPYroil crTo-
POHBI, OHa MOHMMaJla, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.

YeputHn oTrbpocusia Ha30MIMBYIO MBICIb U HarHy-
Jlack, YyTOOB!I B3SiTh €llle OAWH lamnyp. bBapt ynbi6-
HYJICSl eil:

— BkycHo, He npaBna au?

YeputH KHMBHYyNA.

— OvueHb, — noxpanwia oHa. — Yrto 3T0?

— Tsl OeHCTBUTENBHO XOY€llb 3HaTh 3TO? — ryObl
LIapKa pacTAHYIUCh B YXMBLIKeE.

YepuTH 32XXMypWiach, IOTOM C HENPHUA3HBIO B3IJIA-
HyJla Ha KYCOK MsIica B CBOE€if pyKe M, HaKOHell, IT0Ka-
yajia roJioBOM. .

— Cob6cTBEHHO roBopsi, HeT. [1aBHoe, — no6aBu-
Jla OHa C YJIBIOKO#, — YTO 3THMM MOXHO HaecThCH.

— To xe caMoe OHO AyMajio, HaBepHOe, 0060 MHe,
Korza euie GbUIO XHBBIM, — ycMexHyJscsi Bapr.

OH BcTaJ1, MofoLLeN K CBOEMY MOTOLIMKITY U NPUHEC
$nsokxy ¢ ponoit. Yeputy ¢ 671arofapHOCTBIO B3sUIa ee,
ornwia Gonblwiolt roTok M BepHyna Bapry. OHa Bce
€llle XOTeNa IMUThb, HO HYXXHO GbUIO Hay4yUThCS, 60pOThCs
¢ xaxnoit. TpH MOCAEAHUX MCTOYHMKA, MMMO KOTODBIX
OHM NPOULUIH, ObUTH 3apaXeHbl, U MX 3arackl GbUTH TIpaK-
THYECKM Ha Hyne. M 3To Kacajoch He TOJIBKO BOJBI.
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ITonoxeHune BooGLe 6bUIO0 He3aBUAHBIM. [Tpoayk-
Tbl, KOTOpblE OHU B3sIJIU C co6oit U3 OGyHKepa, 3aKOH-
YWIKCh €Lle TPU OHS Ha3al, a B 6akax XxapiaeeB GeH-
3MHa ocTajsoch Ha AgHe. Ecau oHM He Haiayr
MSATEXHUKOB CErofiHs MJM 3aBTpa, TO OYAYT BBIHYX-
IEeHbl MATH OCBOOOXAATb MHMP TMELUKOM...

«B ToM cnyyae, — noaymana YepuTtH, — ecau elle

paHbllle MUp He OCBOOOAMTCS OT HMX, YTO ObLIO Be-
posiTHee, 4YeM MnepBoe». Uy[o, YTO OHHU e€lle XMBBI.
Ecnmn 6b1 He paHTacTHueckoe uyTbe Ckagaepa, He NOT-
pscaollee 3HaHMe MecTHOocTH HaT, He cuna Bapra u
MpeXie BCEero, eciyd Obl He 3TO MOYTH cyMacluejlliee
Be3eHHe, OHM Obl HUMKOIAAa He TNMPOABUHYJIMCH Tak Ja-
JIEKO.
" Tlpouia Heaens, C TeX MOP KaK OHW MOKUHYIU
narepb 11apKOB, M yXe€ B TIepBbie JHH Ha HUX Hanajiu
Gosnblle AecaTH pa3. BoceMb WIH JeBATH pa3 3TO GbUiK
BCaAHUKH, KOTOPHIX [I3HMENb MOChUIAN COTHSIMU;- U
ABaXIbhl — MaJIeHbKME AMCKOOOpa3Hble JeTaTesIbHbIe
annapaTthi, KOTOphle CTPEMHUTENBHO Gpocaiuch ¢ Heba
¥ obcTpeanBajiu Bce, 4To ABUraioch. Ckamaep o6bsc-
HUJ eif, 4TO 3TH MaJleHbKHe JieTaloluue youiubl 6blIH,
MOXeT GbITh, EAMHCTBEHHBIMM BparaMHi, KOro OCTaB-
LUHECS B XHBBIX JIIOAW G0OsIMChL GOJBILE, YEM BCaaHM-
koB. U nocne Toro xak YeputH yBHaeNa CBOMMH Iiia-
3aMM MX HEOOBIYHYI0 OTHEBYIO MOLIb, OHa eMy
noBepuJIa.

Ckannep Monuya Habnopan 3a Heil M, Kasalochb,
Xaal, YTo OHa cKaxeT. Ho Ta nmponoskana ¢ Hacnax-
IeHHWEeM XeBaTb, U OH OCMEJIWJICS MNpepBaTh MoJya-
HHe:

— Tbl Bugena?

Yeputu He oTBeTHna. Co6CTBEHHO rOBOpPSi, BONPOC
6bu1 pgoBosibHO raynsiM. Ho oHa npumepxana cBoit
OCTpBbIi A3BIYOK: Y Hee He ObUIO XeJlaHHUSl pa3birpeiBaTh
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nepen H3T ¥ ocTalbHBIMU cleaylolwMii payHA MX cO
CkannepoMm ManeHbKoit 60pb6bl 3a BjacTb. Bripouewm,
OHa 3ac/lyXXwia 3TOT LMHU3M — TNPpPOKJIATbE, UTO XKe
elle JOJUKHO MPOM30MTH, YTOOBI ee ropaoCTh NMpPHU3HA-
Ja, yto Ckanep OpUEHTUPYETCS B 3TOM MMpE JIyyllle.

HecMoTpsi Ha Bce 3TO, MBIC/IbL, YTO B MX MajleHb-
KO# MIpe B KOWIKKU-MbIWKK CkKanaep MOJy4yus eiue
OIHO O4YKO, pa3osnuia ee. Ho Ha atoT pa3 Yepurtn
npeanoyna npomonuath. KoHeyHo, ee pasmpaxeHue
MOXHO noHATb. OHa Bedb-yenoBeK. MHoraa Yeputu
Jaxe crpaluMBajia ce6s1, a YyejJoBeK JIM OH.

— Mbl gomxHbl ybupaThcs OTClO4a, — cKa3ana
oHa. — {l-owywaio guckomMdopT BOINU3U ITOrO...

— TMouemy? — cnpocun I'ypk. — OH Huuero Tebe
He clieJlaeT, NoKa Tbl He npubausuiubes. Kpome Toro,
3a1ecb Mbl B 6Ge30MacHOCTH. MypaBbM MILYT Hac MOB-
cloay, -HO He IyMaloT, 4yTo Mbl psaom c lllai-TaaHoM.

YepuTH ojapwiia KapjiuKa JaJIeKO He APYXeJo06-
HbIM B3rsiioM. OH NMOCTOSTHHO pa3ipaXkal ee, HECMOT-
ps Ha TO, YTO OHM NaBHO GBbIIM BMECTe, U BOBCE HE
MOTOMY, YTO OH TaK abCyp[AHO BBINJIAAEN, XOTA U 6bLI
IOBOJILHO cMelloH: Db I'ypk — A6H 3Onb ['ypk Ben
Amap HM6H Jlor ®agenb Yersepthiit. Jlio6as uHop-
Mallsi M TOBapbl C YEPHOro pbIHKA, HaeMHble YOHii-
bl U HADKOTHKH Ge3 HalEHKH, TaK 3By4yajlo ero Moj-
HOEe MMS — pOCTOM elBa JOCTHUTal TMOJYTOpa METPOB,
npH 3ToM durypa ero 6bUIa TaKO# HENPONOPLIMOHANb-
HO#, OYATO KTO-TO B35lJ TPY COBEPILUEHHO pa3HbLIX Teja
W MOMBITAJICSi COCTaBUTb YeTBepToe. Pyku u Horu ['ypka
BBIDJISIAEY TOHKMMU U KOCTJISIBBIMH, TIPH 3TOM rOJIO-
Ba MOTIJIa NMPpHHaUIeXaTh BeJIMKaHy. [1aza Gonblune U
OOHO3HaYHO HeYeJIOBeYyecKue, B HUX COBCEM He OBbUIO
OénKa, a TOJILKO pa3Hble OTTEHKH YepHoro. Yeputu
HHUKOIa He CrpaluMBajia ero, — a, COGCTBEHHO rOBO-
psi, nouemMy? — HO He COMHeBajiach B TOM, 4TO AGH
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Anb I'ypk Ben Amap U6H Jlor Panens YeTBepThlit
6bl1 poxaeH He Ha 3emie.

Ho BoBce He BHelwIHU#t BuUA 3acTaBisn Yeputu
comporaTbhcs OT yxaca. Tak UM MHaye, HUKTO U3 HUX
He BBIMJISAAE] ceifyac HOpMaIbHO.

Ckannep, YPOXIAEHHBI HMHIAeel TOonu, B YEpHOM
OlEXJAE M3 KOXH, C 3ayeCaHHbIMM Ha3ajJ BOJIOCaMH
Ka3ajici KaKMUM-TO GecClOMOIUHBIM, TOYHO 3Bepb, 3a-
CYHYTHI{ B LIKYPY He mno pa3Mmepy. Eule BoceMb aHeit
Ha3ajJ OH KOMaHAOBaJ MaJleHbKO apMHel U Obli ca-
MbIM BEPHBIM CJIyroif MopoHa.

Bapt, Benukan poctom 2 M 10 cM, c pacKpalleH-
HBIMHU B KpaCHO-3eJIEHYI0 MOJIOCKY BOJIOCaMM, C JiU-
oM, o KotopoM ['ypk omgHax bl cKa3aji, YTO UM MOX-
HO OXJIaxXAaTb CBapeHHble siiua; ¥ H3T c TeMHoii
KOXei M Ila3zaMMu JQUKOIO 3BepbKa, KOTOPHIH C NEepBO-
ro e IOHS CBOEH >XM3HU BBIHYXAEH CKDBbIBaThCS.

M, HakoHell, oHa caMa, KanuTaH Yeputu JIsjipa,
MJaflIMA MUWIOT Kopabiisi KOCMUYECKHMX BOOPYXEHHBIX
CHJI, TIPOTHB BOJIM BbIpBaHHasi U3 CBOEro MHpa U BHI-
6polleHHasi Ha IUIaHeTy, KOTopasi, npaBja, elle Ha-
3pIBaach 3eMJieit, HO MpUHamIeXxaja yXacHbIM 3aBO-
eBaTe/IsIM M3 KocMoca.

Kyuyka cymacGponos.

Ona nosaHo 3aMeTwia, yro [ypk Bce eule xaer
OTBETa.

— 3ps Mbl Te6Gsa nocaywanuce! — YepuTH siBHO
BbIXOAMNa U3 cebsi. — BeaymueM GbUIO MPUXOAMTH croia
BMECTO - TOro, YyToObl €xaThb Cpa3y Ha mnobepexbe.

Kapnuk yxMbUTBHYJICS, Y HErO MOQHSUIOCH HacTpo-
€HMe, U OTpearupoBasl OH TakK Xe, KaK O6bIYHO, Koraa
Yeputn 06 3TOM rosopwia — a MMeHHO, HMKak. Ha
ceit pa3 YepuTH orpaHMWYWIACh JHULIb HEJOBOJbHBIM
p3rnsaoM. OHa pasfipaxeHa, yCTala M 3aMep3ia.

— Kro BOoOOLIE CcKa3aj, YTO 3TH CKa30YHble M-
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TeXHUKH CYLUECTBYIOT? — pa3iocaloBaHHO MPOMOIXKHU-
Jla oHa. — U ecau na, To nmoueMy 3TH 6e3yMubl JOMXK-
Hbl MpsiTaTbCsd UMeHHO BOaM3u [llai-TaaHa?

Ha nuue Typka nosiBunach ynabi6ka, Ta, KOTOpas
BCEria Bbi3blBajla B Heil €AWHCTBEHHOE XeJlaHHWe rop-
CTbIO Mecka WiKu nyuiue $akejoM CTEpeTh 3Ty TYNyIO
YXMBIJIKY pa3 U HaBCeria.

— Ilo Toi1 xe npuymnHe, MO KOTOPO# s1 IPUBEJ Bac
cloAa, — OTBETHUJ OH crokoiiHo. — [loTomy uTO 3a€ECH
MX MeHblle Bcero oxuaaior. U oHm cyuiectsytor. S
obnagaio OOCTOBEepHOit MH(pOpMalMeil, COrjlaCHO KO-
TOPOH...

— Tol ‘v TBosi nHPopmaums! — duipkHyna Yepu-
TH. — MoxeT ObITb, UX BOOOILUE HET. A €CJIM U €CTh,
TO HaM WX HMKorza He HaiTu!

— A HaM 3TOro M-He HYXHO [eJlaTb, — BMellaJIcs
Ckangep. — OHM caMU Hac HaiAyT, €ClIH 3aXOTHT.

— Hda, — npoBopuasa Yeputu. — UM 6Gonbiue
[enaTb Heyero, KpomMe Kak MCKaTb M3THAaHHMKa-HH-
AeHua...

— Tlonu, — cnokoitHo no6aBwn Ckangep.

— M 6e3paboTHOro muiIOTa KOCMUYECKOTo Kopab-
J1, — pasgpaxeHHoO nponoyokuna Yeputu. — U kpo-
M€ TOro...

— Tunxo! — ckomaHmoBan Ckannep HErpoMKO, HO
pe3ko, Tak yto UepUTH 3aMoOJIKJIa, "MCIIYFaHHO MOC-
MOTpPEB Ha Hero.

— YT10? — cripocuna oHa.

Ckapnep #an 3HaK MOMOJIYaTh, HaKJIOHWI TOJIOBY
¥ npuciaywanca. YepuTH, KOHEYHO, HHYEro He CJIbl-
1wajia, HO 3TO ee He 0cobeHHO yauBisno — Ckaanep
yX€e He pa3 J0Ka3all, YTO y HEro CJIyX OCTpee, YeM Y
OCTaJIbHbIX.

— UYro cnyumnocs? — crnpocuia OHa ele pas.

— KTt0-TO ener, — nporosopun Ckannep.
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OH BcTanN, B3sJl CBOE OpYXHWE M yKa3ajl Ha IoT, OT-
Kyla NMpULUIM OHM caMHU. YepuTU obepHynach, U, XOTH
HHYEro He yBHIE/Na CpeAu MAIOH, [0 Hee [IOHECIHCH
KaKHe-TO HEMOHSTHbIE MPUOIMKAIOINECS 3BYKH.

— ¥ Hac 6yayr rocti, — npoBopyan baprt, cHuMas
C Tuteya CBOM aBTOMaAT.

— TouHo! — Ckaanep CHslJI CBOE OPYXXHE C Mpeno-
XpaHUTENS U cAesiajl GbICTPBIif MOBENEBAIOIUI XECT B
ctopoHy Hat u AG6H 3nb I'ypka. — Bwl ocraHertech
3gech, a Mbl TTOCMOTPHM, YTO TaM.

He moxunpasch oTBeTa, OH moluea K MOTOLMKIY,
3aBes ero ¥ yexaj. CeKyHOoif Mo3Xe TO Xe caeniai
Bapt, HO ymanuiacs B NPOTUBOMOJIOXXHOM HarpaBJiie-
Huu. UM He TpeGoBasIOCH MHOIO BpEMEHM Ha OObBsiC-
HeHMs. Biaromaps ToMy, 4TO OHU OBUIM Xopolle#
KOMaHIOM, ApYy3bsIM yOaJIOCh B MOCJIEAHHE AECATh OAHEH
COXpaHHUTb cebe XHU3Hb.

YepuTH TOYHO 3HaJIa, YTO el HYXHO aenatb. OHa
6BICTPO B30Opajiach Ha COCEOHIOO NIOHY, HallOJIOBUHY
3apblach B IECOK M IOCMoTpeNla B GMHOKIIb. Uepe3
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHH NOKa3aJIuCh BCaIHHKH.

HUx 6p10 TpOE — OrpoMHbBbIE, YEPHO-KOPUYHEBBIE,
OnecTalIMe XYKONOAOOHbIe CYLIeCTBa, BO3BBILLAIOLIM-
€Csl Hajl CBETJIO-XEeNThIM neckoM. Mx IBHXeHus Kasa-
JIUCh HEYKIIOXHMH, HO UYepuTHM TOYHO 3Haja, 4TO
TOJIBKO HX 4YYOOBMIUHBIE - pa3Mepbl CO3JaBajii BHAM-
MOCTb MEJIMTEJIBHOCTH — THUTaHHYECKMe XyKHu Oera-
JIH, €CJIK HYXHO, ObICTpee Jiollany M ObUIM TsDKesee
TaHKOB lllepmMana. M ToyHO Tak Xe HUX ObUIO TPYAHO
OCTaHOBHTb.

YepuTH CHSJIA ¢ TUIeYa. OpyXxue, MpUKpyTWIa Or-
THYECKMH MpUUEN M B3sjNa Ha MYIIKY HaceKOMoe-Be-
nvkaHa. OyepTaHUsi OTPOMHOIO MYpaBbsl CTaJIM pe3ye,
3TO ObLUTH Mep3KHe YyOOBMILA, HAa WX 3aThUIKax cuie-
M THGKME, YETHIPEXPYKHME CylIeCTBa, BLIMIAAEBLIME
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HUUYYTh He JIydllle TeX, Ha KOTODhIX OHU eXalu Bep-
xoM. JleByliKa MpuUeNnIach B OQHOIO U3 HUX, TOTO,
YTO OAHOI PYKO# yNpaBJisii, a B TPEX APYrHUX AepXai
6nacTepbl, BOOsI UMU O BCEM CTOpPOHaM. '

B npaBoM yxe 3aiuenkano:

— Yeppu?

YeputH BKIIOUMIIA KPOLUEYHbI# MUKPOGOH mnepex
ee rybamm.

— 51 BuXy ux. Kaxercsi, OHH KOro-To mnpecieayior.

— XenumHy, — noarBepaun Cxagnep. — OHa Mex-
oy AIOHaMM. *

Yeputu B3sJ1a opyxue. Yepe3d onTHUECKHit mNpH-
UeJ pacKajieHHble MIOHBI BBIMISIAENN KaK pa3MbiTasi
NaJUTPa XEATBIX U KOPUYHEBLIX TOHOB, HO XEHUIU-
Hbl, 0O KoTopo# ropopun Ckannep, HUrae He O6bUIO
BuaHo. Huuero yausuTenbHoro. JlecsiTMMeTpoBEIe
XYKH-MOHCTPBl TOXE MOSBSIMCH JIHIUb Ha IpeGHe
IIOH ¥ BHOBb MCYe3alH, KaK fanekue Kopabnau B Oy-
lyoLeM Mope.

— Bepemca?

— Koneuno, — noareepawn Ckaanep. — BcagHu-
KW — TBOM, XEHIIMHA — MOS.

— Wnuor, — nposopuana Yeputu.

Ckannep 3acMesics, YU OHa Yciblllaja, KaK ero
IbIXaHUE YyY4acCTMJIOCh, KOrJa OH noexaji jaiblue. B aTor
MOMEHT OHa ToXaJjejia, YTO HET BO3MOXHOCTH CBSI-
3aTec ¢ bapToM. Ho Ha 11apka MOXHO IOJIOXHThCS,
OH 3HaeT, YTO JeaTh.

YeputH Habmogana 3a TAXENO LIAaraBIIMM THTaH-
TOM-XMTHHOM ellle HECKOJILKO CEKYHJ, CMoJ3ja C OT-
Koca M no6exasia Kak MOXHO GBICTpEl K CBOEMY Xap-
Jielo.

I'ypk BOMpPOCUTENBHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— BcagHukH, — ckasana Yeputu. — Tpoe, Moxer
6biTh, Gonbule. Unu HaBepx M cMoTpu B ob6a. Ecnu
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YTO-TO MOMAET He TakK, 6epu HaT M yBo3u ee B Ge3-
OMacHoOe MEeCTO.

HsT nonbiTanack npotectoBaTb, HO YepuTH ee
TpOCTO TpourHopupoBaia. [losHasi pewiMMocTH, OHa
3aBejla MOTOp M Jajla rasy.

Kak Ha cnanoMe, oHa mpoexana MexX IOBYX AIOH,
OPHEHTHUPYSCh C MOMOLIBI0 KOMIaca MU MOJIS O TOM,
yTOOBl BCAalHMKM BHE3aNHO He M3MeHUNH Kypc. [lo-
yeMy He BBIXOOMUT Ha cBs3b Ckamnep?

ToT, BUOMMO, MpoYen ee MBICIHM, TaK KakK B TOT
e MOMEHT pas3fiaJicsi ero roJjoc:

— Ona mnpsaMo nepeno MHOM. Y XEHIUMHBI Ha py-
Kax pebeHoK.

Pe6eHok? [ToueMy-To 3TO B3BOJIHOBaO YepuTH.
Kakoro uyepTa [ielaeT XEHILMHAa ¢ peGeHKOM B 3TOi
MYyCTbIHE, B NMATHUAECATU MUJISIX OT GanXKaillero yejao-
peueckoro rmnoceienuss? M mouyeMmy 3a Heit oxoTsaTcs
BCaJHUKHU, BMECTO TOTO 4TOGHI MPOCTO HATpPaBMTb Ha
Hee TPYTHA M MOAOXOaTh, NMOKa poboT-yburlia He
npuHeceT ee Tpyn?

— OHu JoroHsoT ee, — ckasan Ckanaep. Ero ro-
JIOC 3ByYasl B3BOJIHOBaHHO. — HauuHaeMm. [lepBbiit
TBOW.

— O’ke#t, — oro3Bajacb Yeputy. .

OHa cyerka MPUTOPMO3WJa, HaMpaBWJa MalUMHY
Ha POBHYI0 MOBEPXHOCTb BO3BBIILAIOLIEHCS NIOHBI M
fana rasy. Mortop B3peBes. MOTOLMKII, CJIOBHO Kpac-
HO-6eJ10e JaKupoBaHHOE YyoOBMIllE, BCKOUMJI Ha ONU-
XaMlUWi CKJIOH, caeiajl NoJiypa3BOpOT U OCTAHOBUJI-
cs B MOAHsBLUEMCs o6Jjiake mnecka ¥ MbutH. YepuTH
B3fJla Ha MYIIKY [EepBOro BCagHMKa. )

OHa wucmyranach, yBHAEB, YTO MPOTHBHHK Haxo-
JMTCA Ha pacCTOSTHMM TPHALATH METPOB — Tapa lua-
roB [U1s1 Takoro ruraita. Ho caenath ux eMy He NpH-
nutoch. YepuTH 3apaHee yCTaHOBWIa CBOM Jla3ep Ha
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MaKCHMMaJlbHYIO MoOlUHOCTb. KpoBaBbiit, TONLMHON B
nanel Jydy 3a THICAYHYIO JOJIO CEKYHAbl NMpPeonoJies
paccTOsiHME MEXAY Heil U BCAaZHUKOM M IIPOXEr AbIpY
B XMTMHOBOM mnaHuupe. 'MraHTCKuit Xy4yok caenan
nocnefHee ABUXEHHE CBOMMM LUECTBIO HOXKaMHU M
B30OPBAJICS U3HYTPH, CJOBHO JIa3ePHBIA JIyy MOCIYXHI
JETOHAaTOPOM BCeil €ro dHeprum. '

OpHoBpeMeHHO BbicTpen Ckagaepa nonai B Uefb.
BTopoe uynoBHille 3acTblJIO, YacTb €ro NaHUMps pa3-
Balujach, U BYJKaH M3 YEPHOH DOroBHLbI C KPOBBIO
M BapeHO# TKaHM CMBbUI YEeThIPEXPYKOrO € 3aTblIKa pas3-
61TOrO UynOBHMILA.

YepuTH HanpaBuna Giactep Ha MOCNeqHEro BCal-
HUKa U cHoBa BeicTpenuna. Ho B 2ToT pa3 oHa roxo
npuuenunace. Jlyd sHeprum mnpoluen MHMO XyKa H
B30OpBaJIC Ha CKJIOHE [IOHbI, B MATUOECATH MeTpax
nosaauv Hero. B TOT ke MOMEHT MaJieHbKOE CYLIECTBO
HanpaBHJIO TPU CBOMX aBToMarta Ha Yeputu. [leByilka
MOAHsIa OpYXHe, 3Hasi, YTO He ycmeeT. benbrit nyy
SHEPrUM BbUIETEN U3 OPYXUSI YETHIPEXPYKOTO M B ABYX
METpax PsiioM C Hel MOAHAN reM3ep U3 3eMJIM M napa.

JoHeccs rnyxoit umieayok. YeTbIpexpykuit mokau-
HYJICSI, COTHYJICSI B TIOYTH TPOTECKHOM JIBMXEHHM Ha
3aTbUIKE YyOOBMLUA Y OIYCTWI [Ba M3 TpPeX aBTOMa-
ToB. CHOBa pasfajicsi TOT Xe IJIyXOod, CTPaHHO THXHI
LEJTYOK, ¥ BHE3aIHO IIe-TO MeXAY AIOHAMH MpO3BY-
yajja aBTOMaTHasi oyepeab. Heckonbko mnynp oTo3Ba-
Juch HOHTAaHYMKAMM M3 NeckKa, HO BOT, HaKOHell,
no6panucek fo0 nmaHuups. OgHa M3 HOT TMTaHTa MoJo-
rHynace. M1 nuiub teneps YepuTH npeonosiena ouerne-
HEHWE M CHOBa BBICTpEJIWJIA.

Jlyy nasepa CHeC MOHCTDPY Yepen U €ro paHeHOro
Hae3aHMKa. HecMoTpsi Ha 3To, 4YyOOBHLUE, IUATAsACh,
MPOLLUIO ellle HECKOJIBKO METPOB, MOTOM Ynajio Ha 60K
¥ 3aMmepJio. YepHTH 0GJErYEHHO B3AOXHYJIA.
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— 910 ObLIO 3I0POBO, — CKasaja OHa B MWKpO-
¢oH. — Cnacubo.

— 3a yto? — ocenomuiics Ckaanep. — DTo He 1.

— He tB1?..

— Ecnu BBl KOro-To XOoTHTE nob6iarogapuTh, MH-
Jieau, — pasfgajcs rojaoc nosagu Hee, — TO, AOJXKHO
ObiTb, MEHS, MpaBUJIbHEE CKa3aTb, MOMUX JIIOAEH.

YepuTH Ha ceKyHAy 3amepia, MOTOM HCMyraHHoO
obGepHynach — M 3acThbija.

MyxXuuHa, NpPOU3HECLIHH DTU CJIOBa, CTOSJI BCEro
B Tpex MeTpax no3anu Hee. U oH Obin He oauH. [Ton-
[IOXHHBI Jilofiell B MAaCKMPOBOYHBIX KOCTIOMax obpa-
30BAIM BOKPYT Hee nojykKpyr. OHM GbUIM BOOPYXEHHI,
HEKOTOpblE aBTOMaTaMM, Apyrue pyXbsMH, OAUH Aaxe
JIYKOM, HO Yy BCEro 3TOro opyXxusi Obu1o Heuto obluee:
BCe AyNa HamnpaBaeHbl Ha Yepury.

— Yro 6Bl 3TO 3HaywWyIO?

— BpocbTe opyxue, cynapbiHs, — CKasajl MYX4M-
Ha, 3aroBOpMBIUUIA ¢ Hei. OH ynbibancs, Ho rnasa
OCTaBaJIUCh CEPbE3HBIMHU.

— OueHb OCTOPOXHO, MoXalyicra. A 3aTeM Moa-
HUMHTE PYKH U cie3aiite ¢ MoTouukna. [Toxanyiicra.

Ckaanep MOSIBWIICS MEHbLIE 4yeM 4Yepe3 OecsiTh
MHHYT — U ToXe He oauH. ITo rpumace Ha ero nule
MOXHO ObUIO CYAUTH, UTO OH TaK e NOpaXeH, Kak M
Yeputi. A ero oXpaHHHKH, IMOXOXe, He oOpallauCh
C HUM H3BICKAaHHO BEXUJIUBO. Y OJHOTO M3 TPOUX HO-
JITOBA3bIX COMPOBOXIAMOIIWX, CHECAYIOLUMX Ha HEKOTO-
POM pacCTOSIHMHU NO033ay Hero, 6biyia pa3buta HUXHSASA
ryba, 4yTo C JIerKHM YYBCTBOM 3JIOpaACTBa IMOAMETHIA
Yeputu.

— A BOT M BTOpOIi, — BeceJIo MPOU3HEC YeJIoBEK,
pa3opyxuBlUHi YepuTH — moxoxe, oH 6bu1 MpeaBo-
IMTeJieM, XOoTs YepHTH elle He NMOHsAJIA, KTO 3TO Ta-
KHe. MoxeT ObiTh, 3TO MSTEXHMKH, KOTOPbIX OHH
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HalnpacHO WCKallM YXE HENENI0, a, MOXET ObITb, H
HeT.

Yeputu 6pocuna Ha Ckapgepa GLICTpBIH, Npeayn-
pexaalowui B3rasa. OH noHsn ee.

U, Kk coxaneHH1oO, He TOJNbKO OH.

— llo3BonuTe NpUHATL yyacTHe B BalleM MaJieHb-
KOM pa3roBope? — ApYXeJloOHO CrpocHJI MyX4YMHa C

apTomaTtoM. — HeBeXJIMBO MMeTb TallHbI OT rocTer-
PHMMHBIX XO35€B.
— 39710 BB, YTO NU? — cnpocuna Yeputu. — Bel

Hall¥ rocTenpMUMHBbIE XO3sieBa?

OHa c BbI30BOM B3MIsiHy/Jla Ha apyroro. [lo ero
JINLY, MOKPLITOMY Ipsi3bl0 U 3apocUIEMY TpeXAHEBHOMH
LIETUHOI, HUUEro Hesib3s GbUIO NMPOYECTb, HO OH IMO-
Kasajicss YepUTH CIUILIKOM MOJOABLIM JUISl OTBEJEHHOM
eMy ponu. HecMOTpss HM_Ha YTO, 3TOT 4YeJlOBeK He
Bbi3BaJl y Hee aHTUMAaTHMHW — BOJIEBOE, He IO roAaM
MYXECTBEHHOE JIMLO C AO6GpLIMH Tjla3aMH, KOTOpbIE
ceifiyac BBIMISIAENN HEMHOTO YCTallbIMM.

OH KMBHYII.

— A nymalo, na. MeHs 30ByT KeHT. Bol Ha Haiuei
TEPPUTOPUH.

— A-a, — S3BUTEJIbHO NPOTAHYJa AeBylKa. — SI-To
nymana, Ml B witate Konopano.

Ha munyty B auue KeHTa nosiBunoch pasmpaxe-
Hue. JloToM OH 3acmesicsl.

— K10 BBI? UTO BaM OGOMM 3meCh HYXHO?

YeputH pasaymbiBaia. Bam o6oum? OyeBUAHO, OHH
JO CHX Mop He 3aMeTWIM HM bBapra, HMU OCTaJIbHBIX.
Yrto onu TepsioT? EcaM 3TH MIOON MATEXHUKH, KOTO-
pbIX OHM HCKalNW; — HHUYero. A eciy HeT, Hy, TOoraa
CYyLIECTBOBAJIM APYTHE BO3MOXHOCTH, XOT HM OnHa
M3 HUX He 6bUTa 0cO60 NMPHUATHOM.

— MeHs# 30ByT YepuTH, — KMBHYB B CTOPOHY Ckan-
"Jgepa, oHa go6aBwia: — A a3to Ckapaep.
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— WnrepecHo, — npoTsaHyl Kent. — U uro Bbl

3necb Hiuerte?
— MoxeT 6bITb, BaC, — OCTOPOXHO CKa3ana Je-

BYLUKA.

— O! — ynuBwicsa KeHT. — A k10 MBI TakHe?

— TIlpoknsaTtbe, 4TO 3a yyws? — BMewancad Ckaa-
nep. — B nmo6oit MOMEHT 3aech MOXET HauaTbCsl CBe-
TOMNpecTaBJIeHUE U ...

— ToyHo! — cnoOKOItHO, HO OYeHb XOJIOAHO MNpe-
pBan ero KeHTt. — S noutu yBepeH B 3TOoM. Kakoro
yepTa BBl CTPEJS/IM 3[E€Cb M3 3HEPreTHUYEeCKOro opy-
xus? Ckopee BCEro B KPbICHHOM 3aMKe HalpOTHUB YXe
'BOBCIO BOET cCHpeHa!

KeHT cepauTo nokasan B TOM HanpaBi€HWH, [ae
Ha xonmMax Bo3Bbiliajics Lllaii-TaaH. Ho HecMoTps Ha
CBOM CJIOBa, NMapeHb He oueHb-TO crewni. [lokayas
rojioBoit, OH mpoules MUMO YepuTH, B3SIT B PYKH
6s1acTep M BHMMATEJILHO OCMOTpEN €ro.

— MHHrtepecHplit npeamer, — ckasaa oH. — UM-
nopt ¢ Mopona?

— Her, — ortBeruna Yeputu B TOM Xe TOHe. —
Cnenano B CUIA. 3anaTteHTOBaHO.

KeHT cepauto GnecHyn rasamu. Ho cTpaHHBIM
obpa3oM He oOMAENCS Ha 3TH CJIOBa, a JIMLIb Mojya
MOBECHJI €€ OpYXHe PsSiIOM CO CBOMM aBTOMAaTOM Ha
TJIe4o M NMOCMOTpeJT CHayasia Ha Hee, a 3ateM Ha Ckaj-
ZAepa. BammsinoM, korophlit He moHpaBwics Yeputu.

— Hrak, BB HllleTe Hac?

YepuTH KHMBHYJA.

— EcnM BB — MSATEXHHUKH, XHBYIUHE 3[€Ch, TO Aa.

[Tpn 3TOM OHa BHMMAaTEJbHO Habniogana 3a KeH-
TOM M ero moabMu. B nnue KeHTa HHUYero He n3Me-
HHJIOCb, HO ABOE, TPOE €ro JIJEi cierka B3apor-
HYJIH.
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— Masartexnuku? — KeHt cmopuiun no6. — Ha, s
cabllian .o HuX. Bee eule ecTs raynubl, He Xenalouiye
NpU3HaTh, YTO TUIaHETa MPOCTO MPOLBETAeT IMOA roc-
NMOACTBOM HalIMX ropsiuo JI0GMMBIX Apy3eit ¢ MopoHa
MO CPaBHEHHIO C TEM COCTOsIHMEM, B KOTOpDOM OHa
npebbiBas1a, 6ynyun cBobongHoit. Ho kak teGe mpwuiuia
B rOJIOBY AypalKasi MbICJb, YTO 3TO MbI?

Yeputu He orBeTHna ¥ KeHT mpomoyxun nocie
CEeKYHIIHOrO MOJYaHMUS:

— A eci¥ M Aa, TO OTKYAa HaM 3HaTh, YTO Bbl HE
WnuoHbl [aHuensn? »

— Tbl 3Haewsb ero? — BbIpBAIOCH Y UepHUTH.

— A kxrto ero He 3Haer? — KeHT noxan mieya-
mu. — Tenepb cepbe3Ho. 3HaeTe JiM BBbI, 4TO Oyab f
MSTEXHUKOM — KeM 51, KOHEYHO, He SIBJISIIOCh — HO
MPEeAToNoXUM, UTaK, OYAb 1 OOHUM M3 3THUX IJIYILOB,
Torga s JiloGoro uyxaka, MpHUIUEIIEro Ciofa M pac-
MpalnBaloWero 0 MATEXHHKKaX, MPocTo ObI MpuUcTpe-
aun. Haw gpyr JIaHuens — npoayBHast 6ecTHsi, 0co-
6eHHO Korga peyb MAET O TOM, YTOGBl CXBaTMTh 3THX
HEJIOYMKOB.

— Ho Begp MBI YHUUYTOXHIH TPOMX 3THUX TBapei,
He TakK JiM? — ckasan Ckangep.

KeHT paBHOOYWIHO MOXas IUIeYaMH.

— JIBoux, — mompaBui OH. — U 4TO 3TO HOKa3bI-
BaeT? Craphblit TpIOK: y6eil OZHOro U3 CBOMX, M Tebe
MOBEPST, YTO Thl ApYr. Bce elle ecTh Takue TIYTILIBL. -

KeHT, BO3MOXHO, Mpomo/mxui Ovl Hajibllie, HO B
3TOT MOMEHT [Ba APYTHX €ro YejoBeKa MOSBHIMCh CO
CTOPOHBI XOJIMOB, MEXIY HUMM lUIa XyAE€HbKasi, B
MpOCTOM CHHEM IUIaThe XEHWMHAa C MJafeHLEeM Ha
pyKax — CKopee BCEro Ta, KOTODPYIO MNpeciefoBaIH
BcaaHUKH. Ee nuuo mokpacHeno. Pyku u HOoru 6su1n
B KpOBH, mjartke nopsaHo. Horu Gockl. PeGeHok 3a-
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BEPHYT B CTapyl0 M3HOLUEHHYIO neneHKy. OH He KpH-
yan. MoxeTt ObiTh, O4YEeHb OCnab.

KeHT mnogpouien K XeHIUMHe, OOMEHsUICs C Hei
napoii cjIoB oueHb THXO M OBICTPO, Ha AMAJIEKTE, KO-
Topelii UepuTH enBa MOHMMaia, M, HAKOHell, NMpHUKa-
3aJl OJHOMY M3 CBOMX JlIOAEi B3ATb y Hee pebeHKa.
XeHlMHa 6ecrnpeKOC/IOBHO OTAajla €ro.

HakoHneu KeHT cHoBa nosepHyncst k Ckanmepy H
IeBYLLKE.

— HTak, Bbl MlUIETE MATEXHHUKOB? — B pasiyMbe
cnpocwi oH. — Moxer ObiTh, 3TO U Tak. C ceron-
HSILIHETO JIHS1 Bbl CpeAW Hac, NMpaBHUJIBbHO?

Ckaanep o3afjayeHHO KHMBHYJI, UepUTH TOXe BbI-
pa3ujia CBOe COrIJIacHe.

— O’keit, Bbl Hauutd Mx. YTOo c BaMU Aenath, pe-.
WIKWM- TTO3Xe. A Ternepb HaM HYXHO HCYE3HYTb, MOKa
JsHuenb He HaTpaBWJI CBOUX TPYTHEH. _

BHe3anHO OT ero CrNOKOMCTBMSI HMYEro He OocTa-
JIOCB.

— Motoponutech. MypaBbu, onpeneneHHO, 3aMe-
TWIHN BBICTDENbI.

Yeputu Memiuna.

— Mpl...

— Ecnu BBl BOMTHYeTeCh 3a CBOMX IpY3€H, Jeau, —
nepe6un ee KeHt, — To He cTOUT. Mou niogu nosado-
TATCS O HUX.

OH yneIGHYNICcS. YepHuTH OTBETHJIa EMy HECKOJIbKO
CYAOPOXHOM ynAbIGKOH, HO GoJbllle HHYEro HE rOBO-
pwna.

LLIny OHU HENOJIro, OKOJIO NECATH MUHYT, 3aTeM K
HHUM TpUCOEWHWIACH Pa3HOLIEPCTHAs Irpymna, COnpo-
poxnaBwas bapra, Hat u I'ypka. Janpuie oHu nouu-
JIM B 3anagHOM HamnpapjiecHHM. OHM TNOYTH HOCTHUIJIHU
OKpaHHBI KaMEHUCTOH MYCTBIHM W JOLUIM A0 CaMoi
30Hbl cMepTH. TyT KeHT ocTaHOBMJICS M MaxHyn py-
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koit. Tpoe ero niogei OTKaTWUJIM B CTOPOHY 06JI0MOK
CKaJlbl, BLIIJISIACBLUEN TaK, CJIOBHO BECHJI TOHHBI. 3a
HUM OTKPBUJICS BXOA B KPYIJIblif, OY€Hb TEMHBI TOH-
Hesb. KTo-To cuiibHO TonkHyn YepuTH, Tak, 4TO OHa
HEJIOBKO CIIOTKHYJIACh.

Ha MrHoBcHHe BOKpYr CTajJlo TEMHO, 3aTeM 3a-
XIJIMCh IBa-TPH py4yHbIX doHapuka, U cuiry3Thl KeH-
Ta W ero JoAeil MoKa3aIMCh YePHLIMH MpHU3paKaMHU B
HMCKYCCTBEHHOM HO4YM. YepuUTH paccuMThIBaia, 4TO OHHU
BO3bMYT MOTOLIMKIBI C coboit, Ho KeHT HeTeprneanBo
OTMaxHyJICS M HamnpaBWJICSI B TEMHOTY.

— Mpl 3abGepeM MX MO3Xe, — CKa3aj OH. — A Te-
nepb ObicTpee. 1 HUKaKHUX JIMIIHUX 3BYKOB.

Bce nmocnywHO OBUHYAUCH B TyTh. ITomykpyrneiit
XO[ 4Yepe3 MIOXHHY LIAaroB paclMPWICS U Mepeilen B
TOHHEJIb LLIMPUHOM OKOJIO TSTH METPOB, BBHUIOXKEHHBIH
KUpNU4YoM. B cTeHax ero pacronarajiuch Kpyrisie
wtonbHU. [Mon 6bUT CyXHM, XOTS NMPOXOA SABISIICS HU-
YyeM MHBIM, KaK YacTbl0 ObIBLUEH KaHaJIW3aLlMOHHOM
CHCTEMBI.

MSATEXHHUKH LWIH TEMHU Xe NMYTSIMH, YTO M BO BCE
BpeMeHa — noja3eMHbIMH. HecMOTpss HM Ha 4TO, OCO-
ObIX M3MEHEHHMH He MpPOU30LLIO, He3aBUCHUMO, Gopo-
JINCh JIU OHH MPOTHUB yrHeTaTelei-aoaeit Win NnpoTuB
nopaboTuTeneit ¢ APYrux ruiaHerT. )

DTa MbIcab BeI3BaJa Y YeputH yneibky. Ho He
Hagonro. JIo Tex Mop, Nnoka ei He MpHIIIO B TOJIOBY,
YTO KaHAJIM3aLUMOHHAas CeThb ellle CYLIEeCTBYET, a CaMo-
ro ropofia y>e HeT.

Bce-Ttakn pasnuumne ObUIO.

OHM LJIM OKOJIO NECSTH MMHYT B TEMHOTE, IMOKa
OOCTHUIVIM LIEJIM — ITOKAa3aJloCh CHIpOE MOMelleHHe C
BBICOKHM TOTOJIKOM, 6€TOHHBIMM CTEHaMH W TNOJIOM
METPOB Ha MSTh HUXKE YPOBHSI TOHHENA, ITO3TOMY NpH-
LIJIOCh CIYCKaThCsl MO pXaBo#l JiecTHHUeE. [{Be Mep-
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Haolie KEepOCHHOBBIE JIaMNbl OCBELLAIM IOMeLie-
Hue. Bonblioit M MajieHbKUI AepeBsSHHbiE SIUMKH
CIY>XHJIM ‘COOTBETCTBEHHO CTOJIOM M CTYJIbSIMM, a He-
CKOJIbKO HU3KHUX Hap CBHUIAETEJIbCTBOBAIM O TOM, UTO
ChipO€ ToA3eMesibe OOJIF0e BpeMsl CIYXHWJIO JI0AsSM
MECTOM >XHTeJbCTBa — 3TO 3acTaBWwio YepuTH noe-
XUTbcA. OHa yxe Hayajia 60poThCsl C HacTynalolen
Knaycrtpodobueit. Kpome Toro, 3gecp OblIO OYEHDb
XOJIOMHO, W MOCJIe Xapbl MYCTHIHK XOJOJ OLLylIascs
BIBOWHeE.

KeHT XecToM yKa3aj Ha ABa CTyJia, pacnoJioXeH-
Hble Ha GONBLUOM PACCTOSSHMM HPYr OT Ipyra, MOJo-
IO XEeHIIMHE OTBeJ JIeXaHKy M cen caM. bapt u N'ypk
OCTaBAIMCh B JPYTOM KOHIIE NMOMEL{EeHMs, TAe MX OX-
paHsnu asoe jioaeit Kenra, u nmosanu HaTt ToXe cTo-
an yenoBek ¢ pyxbeM. Jlionn KeHta GbUIM npeneibHO
OCTOPOXHHBI.

Yeputn 6pocusia Ha I'ypka cBUpenblit B3IIsiA, KO-
TOpbIA KapauK Npocto npourHopuposan. «Korma Bce
3aKOHYMTCA, — NMoAyMaJla AeBYllIKa, — s C HUM pa3be-
pycb». VIX MOHATHA O ApyX06e SIBHO pa3/IMYyaJIUCh.

MSATEXHUKH Pa3feNUIUCh: OOHU CeY Ha SILUUKH,
Ipyrde Ha Hapbl, 4acTb OCTaJlaCh CTOSITb, HO HHUKTO
He cobMpajiicsi CHATb KYPTKY, XOTS MacCKMPOBOYHBIH
KOCTIOM _HeNb3sl Ha3BaTh YNOOHOI oaexmo#. Yeputu
6b1a yBepeHa, UTO 3TO €lle He KOHeyHasl LieJb.

Ho KeHT noka He cobupasicss uatu gansiie. BMec-
TO 3TOr0 OH TMOBEPHYJICS K CBOMM CIYTHHUKAaM M Obic-
TPO 3aroBOpMJI C HMMHU Bnoarojioca. Ilapy pa3. oH
B3MJIAHYN B cTopoHY Ckannepa u UepuTH. Y- Hee nosi-
BHJIOCh IJIOXOE TMNPEeAYYBCTBHE, YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT
.pewaiics Bornpoc 06 ux Xxu3HU. OHa Gpocwia TpeBOX-
Hblii B3rga Ha Ckaamepa, B OTBET TOT JIMILUb IMOXal
rjieyaMu.
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— O’keit, — ronoc KeHTa NMpPOHMK B €€ MBICIH. —
Urak, ewre pas no nopsuky.

Onb I'ypk BBIMPAMMIICS — HACKOJIBKO 3TO MOT clie-
JlaTb 4€JIOBEK B TOJITOpa METpa POCTOM.

— Mbil...

— Ilo ouepeau, — npepsan ero KeHT c yabi6Ko#, HO
OueHb pe3ko. — Y Tebs elle OyaeT BpeMsi BbICKA3aThCs.

OH HeKOTOpO€e BpeMsi CMOTpeJl Ha Kap/iMKa, Kayas
roJIOBO#, 3aTeM OGEpPHYJICA M B3TJISSHYJ Ha XEHIUMHY,
KOTOpasi CBEpHYJlachb Ha JieXaHKe B KIyboyek, Mpu-
XaB peGeHKa K rpyau.

— HauHem c Tebsi, — cka3an oH. — KTo Thl ¥ 4YTO
3aech Aeaellb?

— A — Jluong, — oTBeTWaa XEHIUMHA. — MeHs
30ByT Jlugus. )

Ee ronoc 3pydas efgBa ciblIHO. KeHILUMHA CMOT-
pena B HanpapieHMH KeHTa, cTapasicb He BCTpe4vaTb-
csa ¢ HUM rnasamMu. «OHa Bce elue He B cebe .OT cTpa-
xa, — B cMATeHuH noaymana Yeputn. — Ho nmouemy?
OHa Beb B 6€30MacHOCTH».

— 3t0 TBOI peGeHOK? — crnipocun KeHT.

JIvavst KUBHYyJA. ’

— Ha, 3To Moit chiH. ¥ MeHsd ellle ABoe AeTeif, HO
OHH... MX...

OHa Hayana 3anuHaThesA. [OJIOC CTal cphIBaThCA.
KeHT, BHAMMO, TOXe 3aMeTHN MpPU3HAKM HAuMHalO-
LeHCs MCTEPUKH M OCTaHOBMJI ee.

— MypaBbHi, — cKasan oH. — YTO OHM XOTenu OT
T1e6s? [loyemMy rHamuch 3a To60i1?

— OHM npeciefOBaIM MEHs, — OTBETWIA 3allMHa-
sicb JIunusi. — OHM... OHHU XOTEJIM OTOOpaThb MOEro pe-
6eHka. OHM 3a6pasim Bcex MOMX heTeit, cHayajna oGe-
X AEeBOYEK, a NMOTOM... MTOTOM U chblHa. Ho OHH He
MMEJIM Ha 3TO TpaBa.
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B ee ronoce BHOBb NMOSIBUJIHUCH UCTEPHUYHbBIE HOT-
ku. OHa cesa, NMoATsAHyNa K cebe KOJIEeHH U OCTOPOX-
HO Mpuxajia K cebe myaneHUa.

— OHM He cMoryT ero cHoBa 3a6paTtb. HukTO He
CMOXeT 3TOoro caenaTh. I HUKOMY He MO3BOJIIO 10 Hero
IOTPOHYTbCH.

— He Bosnyitcsa, — ycrmokoun ee KeHT. — Thl yK-
pana ero, He TakK Jiu?

YepuTH yAMBIAEHHO nojHsna masa. Ykpana? Yrto
3TO 3HA4YMUT?

JInogna cMmotpena Ha KeHTa OBe-TpU CEKYHOHI,
MOTOM ONYCTHUJIa TOJIOBY, NMpuXala peGeHKa K cebe
ellle Kpenye ¥ elBa 3aMETHO KHBHYJA.

— Ha, oHu ero 3aGpanu. JIBa OHA Ha3an, BMeECTe C.
OpyruMu. S... B3sina ero ob6paTHO, HO OHHM MEHS 3aMe-
TUIW M Hauyalu TNpeciiefoBaHMe, U s... y6exana.

BuesanHo JIuaus noaHsina rasa. B Hux ropeino
YNpsIMCTBO.

— 51 Bcerma ObUla MM BepHa, — CKasaja OHa. —
Mos cectpa — xpuua-lllaii, H... 5 TOXe BEpHO CIly-
XXHMNa ‘UM BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb. I HMKOrAa He Hapyiuaia
NMpaBWJ M BCeTaa...

[IpucTyn HeromoBaHUs MpOLLIeN TaK Xe ObICTpo,
Kak Hayajics, ¥ Yeputn 3ameruna, Kak Jimaus Bcs
cxanack. [11a3a ee HaMOJHMIIMCHL CJIE3aMMU.

— OHM 3a6paiy y MEHsA ABOUX [ETeil, HO 3TO-
ro... — OHa 3alHy/lach ¥ 3aIUlakaia, TUXO, CYIOPOXHO
BCXJIMMbIBasi.

Hekoropoe BpeMss KeHT pacTepsHHO cCMOTpesl Ha
JIuauio, nmoTom xotes BCTaTb, HO YepuTH mMokKayaia
roJIoBoil, MoAHsU1ach caMa ¥ nogouwna K Jiuguu. KeHr
B3MISIAOM MobJlarogapMil ee, OHa Xe€ ceja psSioM C
Jlunveii 1 obHsna ee 3a ruleud. B mepBbIit MOMEHT
JInams ouerneHena oT NMPUKOCHOBEHHUS, HO TMOTOM, Y3-
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HaB, KTO 3TO, NpHXajach K UepuTH, CIpsiTaB JIMLIO HA
ee rpyau.

YepuTu yyBcTBOBaJIa cebs1 abGCOMOTHO 6€CMOMOLLIHOI.
OnHa He 3Hana, KaK HY>XXKHO yTellaTb OTYasiBLUMXCSl MaTe-
peit, Ho JIuauu 6bLIO IOCTATOYHO TOrO, YTO OHa PAIOM,
MOXET OBITb, MMOTOMY, YTO OHa TOXe ObUla XEHIUWHON U
Jluans 4yyBcTBOBala ceGsi He TaKOM .OAMHOKOIA. .

YepUTH OCTOPOXHO MPOTSHY/Na PYKY, KOCHYJIach
KOPOTKO OCTPHXEHHbIX Bosioc JIuauu U xortena Apy-
roi pykoit noraagutb pebeHka.

Ho He cpenana aToro, yBHOEB JHMLO MJIafeHLA.
Tenepb oHa NoHsiNa, nNoyeMy pe6eHOK ObUT TaKUM CIIO-
KOMHBIM.

Koxa ero 6bin1a 6enoif 1 XONOQHOM, a YepThl JULa
BANILIMK, CJIOBHO OH cnan. I'Jla3a LUMPOKO OTKPBITHI,
HO HENMOABHXHBI, U MNECOK TOHKUM MAaTOBBIM CJIOEM
Jier Ha ero 3paykH, CJIOBHO HMHeM.

HekoTtopoe Bpems UYepuTu cMoTpena Ha peGeHka
C yXacoM M Mevyaiblo, NOKa He OCO3Haia, uTo Jinaus
nepectajla njakatb M Habnomaer 3a Hei. Ee mrasa
cTany GONbLWIMMHU U NMOYTH TaKMMH Xe HETNMOABHXHBI-
MH, KaK y MepTBOro pebeHkKa.

YepHUTH XOTesa YTO-HUOYAbL CKasaTh, HO He CMOr-
na. B ropne crosn koM. C TpyaoM, HanpsDKEHHO, CJIOB-
HO KaXaoe OBWXKEHME CTOWJIO el GONbLUMX YCWIHA,
JInouss HeMHOrO OTOABHMHYJIaCh, OCBOOOAWIACH OT O0b-
SITUA, NMOTOM B3siJla €€ 3a pYKYy M mnposeja ee, 6yaro
XOTeJia 3aKpbiTh peGeHKy rJa3a.

— MHe ouYeHb XaJib, — TpOLIenTaa qepvrm

.HVUlMﬂ TPYCTHO YJIBIGHY/IACh.

— OHu Benb He mMoayywind ero, npasaa? He oro-
Opany ero BHOBb.

— Her, — orsetna Yeputn. — UM He ypanocs. U
yXe He yhacTtcs. .
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OcTopoxHo OHa BcTana, rnomorna Jiuauu BbITA-
HYTbCSl Ha JIEeXXaHKE M HakKpbija ee U pebGeHKa CTapbiM
ofesinoM. 3aTeM OHa, r1y6OKO B3IOXHYB, MOBEPHYJAch
K KeHTy ¥ ocTtaibHBIM.

Ckangep MCNyraHHO B3MISAHYN1 Ha Hee, M Ha Jiu-
Hax OONBIUIMHCTBA MATEXHHUKOB MNMOSIBUJIOCH pacTepsH-
Hoe BbipaxeHHe. JIywb KeHT 6bin B spocTH. OH KMB-
HyJ eif TakK, YTO OEBYLIKa B3[ApPOTHYyJa.

OHa nouuia K CBOeEMy MECTY, cejla U Ha HeCKOJb-
KO MHHYT ChpsiTajla JIMUO B JIafoHsX. YepuTu 4yB-
CTBOBaJia YCTaJIOCTb, CMEPTEJIbHYIO YCTAJIOCTb M, KakK
HM CTpaHHO, THeB, 6ecCHIbHYIO ipocTb. OHa Hampac-
HO MbiTaNach HanpaBUTh €€ Ha TPOUX BCaJAHUKOB, KO-
TOopbiIX OHM co CkamnepoM noxctpenunu. Ho BcagHu-
KH JIMIIb MHCTPYMEHTHI B YYXMX pyKaX, HEMHOro
Gonblle, yeM poGOTHI, C TOW JHLUIb pa3sHULIEH, 4YTO
COCTOSUUIM U3 MsACa M KpOBH, a He M3 MeTajsla U McC-
KYCTBEHHBIX MaTepHaJIOB.

OHa xoTeJjia YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO KeHT oTMaxHyJice
M TIpUKa3ajJl OBOMM CBOMM JIOASM yBecTH JInouio.

— Kak ponro peGeHok yxe MepTB? — cCHpocuia
YepuTH, KOrja OHU OCTAIHUCh OJHM.

— C Tex nop Kak MBI ee Hauuiy, — oTBeTUJI KeHT,
noxas Iueyamyu. — MoxeT ObIThb, ellle paHblue. Mo-
XeT 6bITh, OH OblJI MEPTB €llle TOTAa, KOraa oHa yKpa-
na ero. M, BO3MOXHO, Tak maxe nyyue. OH Bce paB-
HO Obl yMep.

KeHT B3[OXHYJ, MUHYTY cHaed, rsas Mumo Ye-
PUTH B TNYCTOTY, MOTOM B3I ceGSl B PDYKM.

— Hy, Teneprb nepeiinemM K BaM, — MPOAOJIXHUI OH
HM3MeHHMBIUMMCS rojiocoM. — UTak, BH HlUeTe MSTEX-
HHUKOB. ’

— Her, — cpasswia Yeputu. — He MATEXHHUKOB,
a apyseit Onb I'ypka.
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OHa MeTHyna B 'ypka yrpoxaloliui B3risid.

— He 3Halo, 4TO OH BaM paccKa3aj, — CMOKOWHO
npousHec Keut. — Ho s BMXy ero B nepBblii pa3.

— 3arto s Tebs 3Halo, — B3BWIcA I'ypk. — Thi...

KeHT leHMBO MaxHyn pykoit. OauH u3 ero noaei
CXBaTHJI KapJiMKa 3a IIMBOPOT, MPHUIOAHSAJ €ro " Apy-
roit pykoi 3axaj eMy poT.

— Hrak, BBl HilleTe MSTEXHHKOB, — IOBTOPHI
KeHT eue pas.

YepuTH KHMBHYNa.

— 5. nymalo, Mbl MX HallUTH.

— BoaMoxHo. Bompoc B TOM, 4TO Ham C BaMM
Aenatb. Kak y3HaTb, MOXHO JIM BaM OBEpPSATH?

— Crapasi necHss Ha HOBBIA Nlaji, — pasfpaXeHHO
npousHec Ckaggep. — IlpokisaTbe, KaK HaM AOKa3aThb,
KTO MBI MU UTO HaM HYXHO? MoxeT GbITb, MPUHECTH
MUCbMEHHOE MOATBEPXIAEHHUE OT [3HUeNsA, 9TO MBI He
ero yoau?

Ha nuue KeHTa nmpomenbkHysna yabiOKa.

— Xopoliee npepioxXeHue. A MOXeET ObITb, Bbl HaM
NMPOCTO paccKaxeTe, KTO Bbl M-0TKyaa? B noboMm ciy-
yae, y Hac ecTb BO3MOXHOCTb 3TO TNpPOBEPHUTbH.

Ckapgep XoTes ObUIO BCNBUIATb, HO YepUTH ocTa-
HOBWJIa €ro ObICTPbIM JABHUXEHHEM PYKH.

— Her, oH abconoTHo npas. Mbl ToXe BeaH Obl
cebs Tak, eciy Obl OHM BHE3AITHO MOSIBUJIIMCH y Hac,
He Tak JU? — NMoOBepHYBIUMCh K KeHTy, oHa nponoin-
xuna: — Ecau Thl xopoiwo npouHdOpMHPOBaH, TO,
HaBepHOe, cablwan o noppasaeneHuu «lllapk»?

KeHT MMHYTY pa3sayMbiBajl, TIOTOM KHBHYII.

— IlpucnyxHuku [3HuWeNsi, — NOATBEPAUN OH
MpauHOo. — B uso6om ciydae, Tak GbUIO IO Tex TIOp,
noka MOpOH He nocian AIOXHHY GOeBBIX IUIaHEPOB,
YCTPOMBLUUX HM af KPOMELIHBINA.
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YepuTH HeKoTOpoe BpeMsi Mosiyasia. CnoBa Kewura
JaIh el MOHATh, YTO OH HEe MUTaI 0CO60 CHUMIATHUH
'K mwapkaM. OCTOpPOXHO OHa coIjlacHaach.

— Hy,.. MOXHO TaK cka3aTb. KpoMe Toro, onu He
coBceM ObUIM MPUCIYXHHUKaMKU daHuens. U yHuuto-
XWJIM KX He BCex.

[Tpowio HECKOJBLKO ceKyHA, noka KeHT moHs.

— Bbl... onHU M3 HUX? — HEAOBEPYMUBO CIPOCHJI OH.

— Ckanpep 6bU1 MX npeaBonMTesieM, — MOATBEp-
auna Yeputu m 6GpicTpo nobGaBuia, cierka MOBBICUB
ronoc: — [Toka He NoOHsI, 4TO coGOit ApeAcTaBisieT B
neuctBUTeNbHOCTH [d3HMenb. KeHt, d3HHenb npuka-
321 YHMYTOXHUTb WIAPKOB, MOTOMY YTO OHM OTKa3a-
JIMCb YOUTb uYeThipecTa HEBMHOBHBIX JIIOAEH.

Barnsaag KeHra ctan nepssHbiM. Ero pyka omycru-
Jlacb. Ha TMHCTOJIET y ToOsica, U HECKOJIbKO ero Jjioaen
yrpoxaloie NpHABUHYJIHCH GMXe.

Yeputu Buaena, kak Hanpsirca Ckapnep. Jlioas,
oxpaHsiBluMe Bapra, mooHANu pyxbs.

— 310 nNpasaa? — HaCTOPOXEHHO MNMpoH3Hec KeHT.

— Yro? — cnpocun Ckammep. — To, uto s 6BII
NpenBOAMTENIEM LIApKOB WM TO, YTO [[3HMeNb nociai
Ha Hac 3ckaapy 6omM6apavpoBLvkoB? Bce BepHo. Eciu
3TO TeOs yCNOKOUT — LIapkKoB Gonblle HeT. bapt u 4,
€AVWHCTBEHHbIE, KTO BBDKHII.

YepuTn MHCTUHKTUBHO MOYYBCTBOBajla, yTo CKan-
nep caoenan owMOKY. MsTeXHUK OINpelnesieHHO 3Hal
6osblie O TOM, YTO MPOM3OLIJIO Ha APYroM KOHLE
paBHMHBL. :

— B nmioboM cnyyae, eIMHCTBEHHbIE, KTO OCTaJCs
3nech, — B cnellke nob6aBwia oHa. — Heckonbko wwap-
KOB noexanyu Ha ceBep. MoxeT OblTb, OHH NPOPBAIKCS.

DTO He CoBCeM COOTBETCTBOBAIO MpaBlie — MX GbUIO
6oJiblle, KOTJa OHM MOKHMIAJIM ropod lIapKOB, HO B
nocjiegHUe OHU 3Ta MaJleHbKas apMMsl TOTHMXOHBKY
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Tasina. OHa He MOrJla KOMY-JTH6O 3anpeTUTh OTAECJUTb-
cs. Yeputu He moHumana, noyeMy Ckaanep Jiral.

Ckangep cMmopiuun no6. JInno KeHta HHUyero He
Boipaxano. OH, BUAMMO, JaXe He oOpaTui BHUMaHMS
Ha ee CJIOBa.

— Hrak, J3HHeNb YHUUYTOXWI LLIAPKOB, — MpOro-
BOPHJI OH HEKOTOpOE€ BpeMsi CITYyCTS.

IMoxoxe, ato He ciauwkoMm yauBuiao Kenrta. B
JIIOOOM Ciyyae, U He OYEeHb-TO O3aJauMIIo.

— U Ttenepsb BH 3pech? IloyeMy? — oH HacTopo-
Xuics. — Hiuere Koro-to, KTo BaM IOMOXET OTO-
MmcTuth d3Hunemo?

— Yyws! — paccepaunace YeputH, XOTs BTaitHe
6bl1a BBIHYXAEHa COIJIAaCUTBLCS, YTO OH OJIM30K K MC-
THHE. — MBI HlIeM Koro-Hubyab, y koro 6buia 6bl Ta
Xe Lesib, YTO M y Hac.

— A ¥IMEeHHo...

— IlporHaTe xo3sieB JI3HMeNns Tyda, OTKyda OHH
MpUILIY, — oTBeTHsa YepuTH.

Heckonbko MHHYT KeHT HenmoBepyMBo cMoTpen
Ha Hee. )

— BoT 310 ma... — mpoTAHya oH. — W Gonbuie
Huyero?

— Hwuyero, — cepbe3Ho orBeTHna Yeputu. U Ha-
MepeHHO s3BUTeNIbHO Aobasuna: — Ho mo cux mop s
dymaJia, YTO 3TO WU Ballia Lejb Toxe. MHaue 3ayeM Bbl
6operech npoTuB MopoHa?

Ha 3ToT pa3 nmpouuio BpeMs, npexne 4yem KeHT
OTBETWJI, U B €ro rojioce NMpo3By4YyaJli MU HeooOBepHE, U
pasouyapoBaHue. :

— OT10 rpoMkue cnosa, Yeputn. Jlerue ckasatb,
yeM crenaTh — He HaXOOHILUb?

— Bo3moxHo, — YepuTH He CKpbIBaJia pasfipaxe-
Hus. — Ho MBI He u3baBumcs ot 3Huens, ecnu 6y-
eM 3[0eChb CHIETb M XOaTb, MOKa OH caM He NpHIET.
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— M Bce ocTtanbHble TOXe, 1 3HAIO, — B3JOXHYN
KeHrT.

BHe3anHoO ero 4To-TO pa303NMIIO.

— Jla yTto BbI BooOOGlle O cebe Bo3oMHMAU? KTO Bb
Takue? [Npuuuiv HaM yka3biBaTb, YTO AenaTb? — OH B
SIPOCTH MoKauas royioBoit. — [lpokisiTee, 4eM, no-sa-
eMy, Mbl 3aHMMaeMcsl CTOJIbKO JieT? Mbl Gopemcs ¢
3THMM MOHCTPaMHM, KaK MOXEM.

— Mpbl Buaenu, — ynbi6Hynace Yepuru. — docra-
TOYHO JIMIUbL NMOCMOTPETh Ha BOCTOK, YTOObI YOeOUTh-
csl B 3TOM.

Barnsan KeHTa cran TBepxe.

— Yro, no-TBOEMY, MBI NOJIXHBI AenaTh? Hac Bce-
ro copok. B3saTb opyxue u mrtypMoBath Lllait-Taan?

— Her, — otBetna YepuTH crnokoitHO. — 3ITO
66110 661 caMOyOMIICTBOM. 3HaeTe, KaK pellaloT TakHe
npob6ieMbl TaMm, oTKyna s npuua? [biTaloTcsa HaiTH
NMPHUYHMHY OINAaCHOCTH M YCTPaHMTb ee.

KeHT B 3aMellaTesbCTBE NMOCMOTpEN Ha Hee.

— Kto Thl, YepuTH? — CMpPOCHJ OH BHE3aMHO. —
Tol U3 1WAPKOB MIH...

— S... XHUna HeKOoTOopoe BpeMs C HMMH, — yluia
oHa oT oTBeTa. — C Tex mop Kak JI3HMenb pa3bun
LWIAapKOB, S C HUMH. YXe BOCEMb OHEH.

KeHT ynbiGHYJICS, BUOMMO, OTBET €ro YAOBJIETBO-
pu.

— Yrto BH cobupaerech Aenatb? — CINPOCHUI OH,
BCe elle ynbibasch. — XoTHTE 06bABUTL BOMHY J3Hu-
eNlo BrsTepom?

— Ham HyxHa noMouib, — ckasana Yeputu.

OHa mnoYyBCTBOBaJIa NpEeAyNpEeXITAIOLNUA B3N
Ckaggepa, XOoTss U He BUAeda ero juua.- Ecau ato
ownbKa, To OHU MOTEPSIOT HeuTo OGoJsbliee, YeM mnapy
BO3MOXHBIX COIO3HUKOB, HalpuMep, XHU3Hb.

— ITomous? B uyem? -
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— B ToM, Cc YeM MBI OOHH HE CIpaBUMCS, — OCTO-
pOXHO OTBeTWIa OHa. — Y Hac ecTb HeobGxoauMoe
CHapsixeHue, — npoaosxuna YepuTH, KUBHYB B CTO-
POHY OpyXHusi Ha KojieHsiX KeHTta. — Ho HaM HyXHa
nHdopmaumus. KTo-To, Xopolio 3HaKOMEI C Mec-
THOCTbIO, CO 3HaHHUEM...

— 3ayeM? — cnpocun KeHT ewe pas.

YepuTH LIYMHO B3IOXHYJa, NpPeXIe YeM OTBETHTh.
OTH TpU CJIOBa JAJIUCh €l TAXeEO.

— Ham HyxeH [I3Huenb.



IVIABA 3

JlepeBHsi mpsiTaylacb B HU3MHE. [leCATOK MajieHb-
KMX Kynosoo6pasHbix cTpoeHuiH. OfHaKo OH 3aMeTH
MHOTOUYMCJIEHHbIE Ccliebl, HAMHOTO Gonbliie, Y4eM MOr-
JIK OCTaBHUTb XHUTENMU 3TUX XHXHUH. U He Tonbko ueno-
BEUYECKHE CJielibl.

OH o6cnenoBan ropon Ha CEBEpPHOM OKpauHe paB-
HUHBI M TIpULIEN K TOMY Xe BbiBOLY, 4TO M [3HH-
elib — a UMEHHO, UTO KanuTaHy JI3iipa ¥ ee HEMHO-
TOUMCJIEHHBIM CNIYTHUKaM NPHIIIOCH MTOKMHYTD Jlarepb
LLIapKOB, TpeXIe YeM Tyda NpWieTelH TUlaHepbl U 06-
C/IeOBaJIM paBHUHY B I0XXHOM HamnpasjieHHHU. Ho emy
NMOHaAO0MUIOCh rOpa3fio MEHbLUE BPEMEHH, YeM JI3HHU-
€10, YTOOBI MOHATH 3TO. 3a HOYb OH TakoKe MpHIlEN
K BbIBOAY, YTO 6oJibliasg 4YacTb CJIEOOB, MO KOTOPBIM
wny moan [A3Huenss ¥ KoMaHaa BCaOgHUKOB, NMpPHHAlI-
nexany nuBo GeryelamM-oJHHOYKAM,- OTAEIUBLINMCS
OT OCHOBHO#- IpyNnmbl, MO0 NMPOJIOXEHBI ClELNanbHO,
yTOOBI BBECTH B 3abJIyXXneHHe IpecyiefoBaTeNeil.

Ho tonsko He Kaiina.

OH MoJyiya cCMOTpEJT Ha JieXalllylo BHM3Y AepeByLl-
Ky, CJiei1 BHUMATEJbHO 3a CYET/IMBOM BO3HEi nioneit
B KOPHUYHEBOM M Cepoil omexiae cpean OeqHsLKHX
XHXHWH, HO ONHOBpPEMEHHO CKOHLIEHTPUPOBaJI BHHU-
MaHHE Ha TOM, YTOOB BOCCTAHOBMTbL OTCYTCTBOBAaB-
wue cnensl. Caenath 3TO ObUIO HECIOXHO. 3anac xona
TPaHCHOPTHBIX CPEeACTB, Mcnonb3yeMbix JIaiipa u ee
CNyTHMKaMM JUIs mo6era, 6bU1 OrpaHHYEH, KaK MU 3a-
‘Nachl BOABI ¥ MPOAYKTOB. BeposiTHee Bcero, oHM cje-
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Jla/I1 OCTAHOBKY B 3TOM IOCEJIKE, YTOOBbI MOMOJHHTh
3anmacel. Ho Kaitn Takxe 3Haj, YTO He MOXET Ipo-
CTO CMYCTUTBHCA Tyda M 3aaaTh Bompocel. He umeno
CMBbICJIa ¥ TPUMEHSATb CHJYy. BTO yXe NnpoboBaiy JIOAH
[3Huenss — o yeM CBMAETEJbCTBOBAIO MEMeaulle Ha
MecTe onHOWM M3 xuxuH. Jlioom TaM, BHHU3Y, ObUIH
coobuiHukamu JIafipn ¥ ee CyTHHUKOB, M OIpefe-
JIEHHO peyb lIa O pace C SIpKO BbIPaX€HHBIM YYBCT-
BOM COJIMZApHOCTH.

Joias B cBOMX pa3MbILJIEHUAX OO 3TOro NMyHKTa,
Kaitn yxe 3Han panbHeiwui xon nencteuii. becuym-
HO, TaK YTO HH OAWH XMWTEJb HE MOLO3peBall O MpH-
CyTCTBMM 6e3MmoyiBHOro HabGniopartensi, OH BCTald H3
YKPbITHSI M TOLLIEN He CMella K cKajlaM, 3a KOTOPbIMU
cnpsiTal CBOM MOTOUMKI. Takyi Xe IOBYXKOJIECHYIO
MalllMHY, KOTOpbIMHM JIsiipn M apyrue BOCIOJIb30Ba-
auce anst no6era. OH OTKasajCsl OT TPEMLIOXEHHS
Hauuens paTb eMy ObICTPbIf OXOTHWUYMII TUIaHep,
B35 OOMH U3 3THUX MOTOLMKIIOB, KOTOPBIX HOCTaTOY-
HO OblJIO B MOKHMHYTOM Jiarepe LwapkoB. OgHUM H3
OCHOBHBbIX MPUHLIMIIOB OXOThHl CYUTAJIOCH TO, UTO XEp-
TBY HYXHO MNpecjegoBaTh M0 TOMY Xe€ IYyTH, IO KOTO-
poMy OoHa y6erana. U xotsi MaliMHa ObUia TPpUMHUTHB-
HOI1, Ha pOBHOM TBEpAOH paBHHHE OHa XOpoLIOo cebs
3apeKOMeHAOBalla. DTUM MHOroe CKa3aHO O KalnuTaHe
JIsiipn ¥ OoCTaBIUMXCSI B XHMBBIX LIapKax.

Kaitn oTcTerHyn KaHUCTpPY ¢ BOAOM M BBUIMI Opa-
FOLIEHHYIO XHMAKOCTb B MECOK. 3aTeM 3aBeJl MOTOLIMKIIL.
[IpoexaB ABe-TPU MWIM B CTOPOHY OT ITOCE€NKa, OH
pa3BepHYJICS M HampaBHJICAd K JepEBHE C I0XHOMN CTO-
POHBI, cTapasicb €XaTb IO KaMEHHCTOM IO4YBE M He
OCTaBJIATD ciiefoB. JleBasi pyka CKOJIb3HYJa K MOSICY H
HaXaJla KHOTKY Ha TPSI)KKE PEMHSL.

KocTioM-xaMeJleOH OKpacHujcsi B TeMHBIH LIBET.
ITnoTHO mnpuneralowWMit K KOXe MaTepuajl, ObIBLIMMK
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elle MFHOBEHHME Ha3all MEeCOYHOro LBeTa, CTal Lepo-
XOBaTbiM M, Ka3aJoCb, MYJbCHUPOBaJ, CJOBHO KOXa
B3BOJIHOBAaHHOTO XHWBOro cyiuectBa. Cnycts necsartb
CEeKYHIl MocJle HaXaTusi KHOMKHU KOCTIOM NpeBpaTHiICcs
B KOMOHMHE30H M3 YEpHOI TNOTEPTON KOXH.

Kaitn HeMHoro cbpocun CKOpOCTb, B3MISIHYJ1 B
3epKasio U U3MEHHUJ NMUTMeHTauuio Koxu. Ero temMHoe
JINLIO NMPUHSIO 60JIe3HEHHYI0 KOPDHUYHEBYIO OKpAaCKYy:
COJIHEUHBbIH 3arap, NMOA KOTOPbIM NPOIJSiAblBaJIUCh
U3HypeHUe M caabocTh. Iloa rnasaMu NosiBUNUCDH 4ep-
Hble Kpyru. Cyxue ryGbl pacTpecKaJIuCb U KPOBOTOUH-
au. OLHOBPEMEHHO OH OCBETJIMJI BOJIOCHI: U3 YepHBIX
OHM CTaJIN PYCBIMH, U OJHA NMPSAb OKpacujiachb B CBET-
N0-3esIeHblit uBeT. Kail KpUTHYECKHM MOCMOTpEN Ha
nocsjeaHee M3MEHEHUE U OTMEHMJ ero.

OH npubamxaics K noceynky oyeHb 6bICTpO. BHe-
3aMHO Mnepel HUM BBIPOC/Ia CTEHa CYXOro KOJIOYero
KyCTapHMKa, NPOCKOYUB KOTOPHIii, OH MOMHUMO BOJH
BOCXMTHJICSI CBOUM KamydJisikeM, ero mpouyHOCTBIO.

Kaitn moexan memieHHee, 0OHapyXWI Mocjie He-
JOJITHX TIOMCKOB TO MECTO, KOTOpOe CO CKajl BblGpai
Kak Jyulliee IS Bbe3[a, U peLIUTENIbHO Hal Ta3y.

MoTop B3peBen M MOTOLMKI pBaHy”n Briepen. Ko-
JIIOYKU U TOHKHE CyXMe BETKM xJiecTanu no auuy Kait-
Jla, pBaIM OfEXINYy M OCTaBASIM INyGOKUE KpOBaBbIE
fosocel Ha nuUe M pyKax. MaluuHa 3aapoxana M Ha
MTHOBEHME OMacHO HakpeHwiach. B aepeBHe mocibl-
Wajluch MCTyraHHble KpUKH. Bce MOBEpHYAMCH B €ro
CTOpOHY, MHOrue 3aMeTranuch. Kaitn exan panbuie, HO
yXe He Tak GbicTpo, ¢ TpyaoM. MoTouukn 6pocajio u3
CTOpOHBI B CTOPOHY, CaM OH CHAEN B CelUle MOJIyco-
FHYBIUHMCb, CJIOBHO M3 MOCJIEAHHMX CHJI YAEPXHBAJ Ma-
LWHHY NpAMO.

IMoabesxas k nepBoit xuxuHe, Kaitn BHec B CBOIO
MacCKHpPOBKY TIOC/IEHIOI 3HAYMTENbHYIO AeTanb. OH
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pe3ko ybpan 3amnacbl BoAbl, COGpaHHbBIE OPraHU3MOM’
3a 3TH mojatopa OHA. OQHOBPEMEHHO MOBBICHJ TEM-
nepaTypy KOXH A0 copoka rpamycoB. Kaitn nouyBcTBo-
BaJl, KaK Y Hero GoJIe3HEHHO TMepecoxyio B ropjie M
OLUYTHJI MYUMTENbHYIO Xaxay. Koxa Hayaia nonatb-
cs, Gonbuive, MPOTHBHbIE, KOPDUYHEBbIE MATHA MOs-
BHJIMCh Ha JIMLE M pyKax, a MajbLbl MOKPbUIMCh MHO-
FOYUCJIIEHHBIMU MaJIeHbKUMH, MOJy3aTIHYBIIUMHUCS
paHKaMH. '

[Mepen mepBoii XMXXMHOH OH NMPUTOPMO3WI, CKOH-
LIeHTpUpOBaJICcsi, coOpaB BCe CBOW CHIJIBI.

Kaitn nmpoH3uTeNbHO 3aKpuyasl, KOrga ero JieBoe
TUIe4O MCHbLUIE, YeM 3a CEKYHIYy NpeBpaTHJIOCh-B KpPO-
BaBoe MecuBo. M npuctyn ciaboct, BHIOPOCUBILMIA
ero M3 cemjla M 3acTaBUBLUMA 6e3 co3HaHHUsS pacTa-
HYTbCS Ha 3eMJjie, yXe He ObUl NMPUTBOPCTBOM.

Yeputn 3amep3ana. OHa oluyliajia XoJIOL C TeX
Mop KakK MpOCHYyJachb, HO 3a MOCJEeAHHEe JBa Yaca CTa-
Jo euwe xyxe. ['a3oBblit 6a/UIOH ObUT NMYCT, U OHa JUILUb
Tenepb OCO3Ha1a, HACKOJLKO 3[€Ch XOJIOMHO: AbIXa-
HMe TMpeBpallaioch B Map, a Majiblbl PyK U HOT OKOH-
yaTeNbHO 3akoyeHeNnu. YepuTn ObUIa yBepeHa, YTO ee
HE XOTAT 3aMOpO3UTh cneuHasbHo. KeHT Xe 3Haul,
HaCKOJIbKO XOJIOOAHO HOYbIO 3[eCb, Ha InybuHe 60Jib-
LUie JECSATH METPOB NMOJ INyCThIHEH, MO3TOMY KaMOpKa
Yeputu Oblla OCHallleHa ra3oBoM mneyblo. Buaumo,
OXPaHHMKHU MPOCTO 3a0bUIM HAMOJHHUTb OGa/IOH.

«Ho Bens 3T0 He MMeeT GOJNbIIOro 3HAYEHUSA», —
3nunach YeputH, npeacrasisis cebe HAANUCH Ha Hal-
rpo6HOM KaMHe: «3anech nmokoutcs Yeputu JIaipna,
cnacuiasg MUp, MyTELIECTBEHHHLa BO BPEMEHU TpPO-
THB BOJIM, OKOHYaTeJIbHO 3aMep3llas MO Ybei-TO
olunbke».

OHa mMonbITanach MOIUIOTHEE 3aKYTaThbCsl B TOHKOE .
oflesino, Kotopoe gaj KeHT, HO majbLbl He CIYIIaINUCh.
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«Xanb, — ¢ capkasMoM noaymana oHa, — uto KeHT He
npuaeT cioja npoBepUTh ee. Toraa 661 OHa MorJia ero
yOoUTb — 3aMOpO3MTh, pa30K AYHYB Ha Hero. Unu...»

~ YepuTH npokpyuuBajJia B TrOJIOBE CEAbMOW WU
BOCbMOM MJaH youiictBa KeHTa M ero apysei-uauo-
TOB, NMOKa He 3aMeTHJIa, YTO yXe He oaHa. KTo-To
CTOSIN PSIOM C €€ JIEXaHKOM, TpAC ee 3a IMJIEY0 U YTo-
TO rOBOpMJI, IPUYEM OHa He MOHsNA HU cjoBa. Yepu-
TH C TPYOOM IOJHsNA IJla3da U NOCMOTpesa Ha 6opo-
[IaTOe MCMYraHHOE JIMLO.

Yenopek 6bU1 YEM-TO B3BOJIHOBAH.

— C Bamu Bce B nopsaake? — CNpOCHJ OH.

YepuTH noaHsNnach Ha HOTM W NPOKOBBUISJIA K
JBEPU.

IMpoiuno gecsiTh MUHYT, MpeXAe YeM XH3Hb Bep-
HyJachb B ee Teno. OT 6olM B KOHEYHOCTSIX TJla3a 3a-
cThaanu ciesbl. OHa cMesIo [JIOTHy/a ropsyero yas,
KOTOPbIH NPUHEC CMaCHUTEb.

— Bce B nopsigke? — cnpocun 6opoaaTthli.

Yeputn Opocuijia Ha Hero SIPOCTHBIN B3MIsAA, HO
ONSTh 3aMETH/Ia HEMOMNENbHBIN YXac B €ro rjiasax.

— HopmanbHo, — ¢ TpynoM TMpOM3HecCja OHa. —
XoTute MeHsi TakuM obpa3oM y6UTL?

Eit TpyaHo 6su10 roBopuThb. ['y6Bl 3aHEMENH.

— 4... 1 He NMOHHMMalo, — MpolenTtan 6opona-
Thii. — BainoHn ponxeH 6wITh NMoJHBIM. [lo Kpaim-
Heil Mepe, g Tak AyMal, — OH NOKayaj rojioBou. —
3TOro AOAXHO ObUIO XBaTHTb Ha TP IHA.

YepuTH B U3YMJIEHHM yCcTaBWJIach Ha Hero. Ha Tpu
nHA? MoxXeT ObiTb, €C/IH COBCEM YMEHBLUWTH IUJams,
TeMmnepaTypa OyIeT ceMb-BOCEMb I'PalycoB, TOTraa Aa...

OHa BTsAIHYNa B cebs BO3OyX, coOMpasicb CKa3aTb
KaKylo-TO KOJIKOCTb, HO 3aKpblia DOT, MOTOMY YTO
yBuiena KpolueyHoe romy6oe. ruiama B neun. OroHn
6bi1 ybaBeH, U TeMnepaTypa B MOMELIEHUH JEeNCTBH-
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TeJibHO He TMpeBbllana CeMH rpaaycoB. BajiioH He
nycT. Bce 3T0 noaxonuno [uig yenaoBeka, poxXaAeHHOro
B BEK MCUYE3HOBEHUsS M HE BHUIEBLUErO Pa3sHULIbI MeX-
Iy KoMGpopTOM M BbLKMBaHHEM.

— VYxe nyuuwie, — ynbi6Hynacb Yeputn. — Bcsikoe
ciyyaeTcs,  He Tak JauM? DTOo He Balla BHHa.

B rasax cuasiliero HanpoTUB MPOMEJIbKHYJIO O6-
neruerHne. Ho oH Bce ewe 6bu1 ucnyraH. Y Heoxwu-
IaHHO OHa MOHsJa, Moyemy.

— Her, npasna, Bce B nopsinke, — ckasana Yepu-
TH HACTOJIbKO yOeauTeNbHO, HacKOJbKO cMorna. — Obe-
uialo, YTo HUYyero He ckaxy KeHTy, eciu Bbl npuHe-
ceTe MHe elle OHY YallleyKy 3TOro yXacHoro yas.

MyX4yrHa KMBHYJ/I, BCKOYM 1 ObICTPO BEPHYJICS C
ropsiYyuM HaMUTKOM, MPOJIMB OT CMEIIKMU TMOJIOBUHY,
npexnae yeM Yeputu B3syia y Hero yawky. Yai 6bun
HEMpPUATHBIM Ha BKYC, HO, MO KpailHeil Mepe, rops-
YUM.

— I'me Ckaagep? — crpocuna oHa. — Bl ero Toxe
3aMOpO3UJIN?

Ha nuue 6opopatoro nosiBwiach HepBHas YbIO-
Ka, HO OH SIBHO He MOHUMaI, YyTo YepuTH uMeeT B
BHIY.

— Baw cnytHuk 'y KeHTa, — nomeminB, OTBETHI
OH. — Mbl DOJKHBI U Bac OTBECTH TyAa, HO...

Yeputu obonpsioile yablOHyIach.

— Tak uyero xe Mbl XAeM? — OHa MOAHSJIACH U
OCTOPOXHO cfejlana uiar. )

IMpenBoanuTenb MATEXHHUKOB XIaJl €€ B KYTOJo006-
pa3HOM GETOHHOM 3ajie C BLICOKMM IMOTOJIKOM M 3JIeK-
TPUYECKHUM OCBELUEHHEM, KOTOpHIi, KaK omnpeaeauia
YepuTH, GbUT paHblie HUYEM HHBIM, KAK OTCTOMHH-
KOM OYMCTHBIX COODYXEHMH.

KenT 661 He onuH. KpoMe Ckamnepa ¥ AecATka
BOOPYXEHHBIX JI0NEH, KOTOphle C HEAOBEpHEM pa3-

45



msasiBaiM ee U Ckaagepa, B 3ajle HaXOAMJIOCH elle
Tpoe My>X4YMH. OIMH K3 HUX pasroBapuBai ¢ KeHToM,
HO 3aMonuaj, easa Bouuia Yeputn, naB KeHTy 3Hak
NOBEPHYTLCH.

[ToyeMy Tak monaro? — cnpocun KeHT BMecTo
NMPUBETCTBHUSA.

YepuTH yBHAeNa, YTO €€ OXPaHHHUKH BHUHOBATO
B3JPOTHYJIM, U PaBHOOYIUHO TOXaja TJieYaMH.

— Hawm, xeHumrHaM, Hy>KHO Gonbliie BpEMEHH, YTO-
6b1 npuBecTH cebs B mopsnok. Pa3Be Bbl 3TOro He
3Haerte? KpoMe Toro, MHe ObLJIO TaK HEJIETKO pacCTaThb-
Csl C YIOTHBIMH anapTaMeHTaMH, KOTOpble Bbl MHE OT-
BEJIH.

KeHT B 3aMeluaTeIbCTBE XOTEJ ObLIO OTBETHTb, HO
OrpaHUYMICS JIMWIBb TEM, YTO NMoOXay ruieyamMu. Yepu-
TH NPOUTHOPDUpOBaJla 3TOT XECT M HamnpaBWJIach K
Ckanaepy.

— Bce B nopsinke?

— Her, — yabiGHynca B otBeTr Ckanmnep.

— Het? Yro...

— Hwuuero ctpawHoro. Ilpocto s BuAENn omHOro
napHs, KOTOpbIi MHE OYEeHBb KOTO-TO HaltoMHHaeT. Bor
Tak.

KeHT, cBUpeno rasas, nepeGUi MX:

— Yepr nobepwu, uto 3a epyHaa. Ecau BbI euie He
noxsnu, Ckaanep, TO pedb MAET O Ballei XHU3HH!

— 3Haw, — CMOKOHHO OTBETWJI 1apK.

OH crnerka yjabIOHYJICSI, 3aTEM [MOBEpPHYJICA K ue-
JoBeKy, cTosiBlleMy psiioM ¢ KeHTom M ob6bSIcHUI:

— OHM; JOMXHO ObITh, CYUTAIOT MEHSA Cymacluel-
LLIKM, HO CXOACTBO, 3HAETE JIU, ITOPa3UTeJIbHOE.Y MeHs
6bI1 ApYr,. KOTOPLIA... — OH 3aMOJIYal, a [MOTOM JIHIUb
‘noxan ruieyamu. — JIpocTUTE, e€clM HacKy4Yus BaM
cBoeit GontoBHeit. Ho Bl moxoxu ¢ PayneM Kak
6paThbi.
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YeputH 3amepna. DTOT 4yenoBeK He OUYEHb-TO MO-
XoAus Ha ObiBuiero 3aMectuTens Ckaanepa, HO OHa
XOpOLLUO MOHsNA, YTO €i1 XOTesl cKasaThb liapK.

U cama nouyBcTBOBaJla 3TO B Ty X€ CeKyHAy.

YenoBek, Ha KOoToporo ykasbiBan Ckamagep, Heno-
yMeBasi CMOpPILWI Jio6 M BbIMIsigeNn TakKuM Xe Gecrno-
MOLUHBIM, Kak KeHT M apyrue. OH onpeaeseHHO He
noHsan, yro Ckaaaep xoTea ckasaTb Yeputu.

— Hy, xBatut, — pa3osnuiacs Kenrt. — Bnl Benb
BCE elle He...

YepuTH, HAKOHel, CrpaBWwilach C YIOUBJIEHHUEM M
Pe3Ko MOBEpHYJach K HeMy.

— IlpaBunbHo. He#cTButenbHo, KeHT, xBatur. O
yeM Bbl AyMayiM, 3anepeB MeHs u Ckaamepa Ha ABa
IHS B XONOAWIBHUK? MBI NMpUUUIK cloa, TOTOMY YTO
Hy>XJaeMcsl B Ballleii TTOMOLLH.

KeHT B3goxHyn. OyeBUIHO, THEBOM HNOOBELIIbLCS HE
6onbuie, yemM Ckagaep CBOMM BBICTyIUIEHMEM, U Ye-
puTH BUAeNia, Kak KeHT BHyTpeHHe Hanpsircsi. A ye-
JIoBeK psAlloM ¢ HUM — HeT. Ero crokoiicTBue BBOIU-
Jio B 3abnyxneHue.

— MHe Xanb, YTO BaM ObUIO He BIIOJIHE YA00-
HO, — npou3Hec KeHT TOHOM, MoATBepXAaolHUM 06-
paTHoe. — Ho s mpemyrnpexaai, YTo OOJLDKEH TpoBe-
PHTH BCE BaMH CKa3aHHoe. M s1 He Mor NMpUHHMMaTb
pelueHue onuH. Kak BUAMTE, 51 MPHUIJIaCHII OCTaIbHBIX
BOXIell Hallleid opraHu3auMu.

— JHa, — npownnena Yepuru. — Ho Thl 3a6bla
YMOMSIHYTh, YTO 32 HMUMH HYXHO NochUiaTh B TuM-
OykTy. .

Ha nuue KeHTa nosiBuiach AexypHasi yabiOka.

— Tenepb OHHM 31€Ch, — XOJIOAHO NMPOU3HEC OH. —
U He TonbKO. Sl MpoBepUN BallM MCTOPHH.

— HU?.. — cnpocuna Yepurn.

TpeGoBajioch xopoluo BiageTh coboif, YTOOH He
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CMOTpeTh Ha yYyenoBeka psaoM ¢ KeHToOM He oTpbiBa-
SICh.

— Iloxoxe, Bce cxomutcsi. Hecko/bKo 11apKoB feit-
CTBHTENBHO U36eXany 60iHU, — OH BHMMaTeJIbHO Moc-
moTpen Ha Yeputu. — U cpea HUX 6bia Takxe fe-
BYIUKA, NOSABUBILASICS MPH CTPAHHBIX OGCTOSITENLCTBAX.

— Ha, — ckaszana Yeputn. — IlpakTHyecku ymnana
c Heba. ‘

— 3710 ¥ ecTb ThI? — CMOKOIHO 3anan Bonpoc KeHT.

— Krto pacckazan BaM 0 Heit?

Ona He yauBwiach, koria KeHT KMBHYn B CTOpO-
HY MYXUYHMHBI psiIOM C COOOM.

depran. Ero rpynna pabotaeTr Ha rpaHuue C
Bennkoit INycrowslo. Bel NpoxXoauau no UX TeppuUTO-
PHMH, eClIM Bbl Te, 3a KOoro ce6s BbloaeTe.

YepHUTH MbICJIEHHO NMobGiarogapuia ero 3a BO3MOX-
HOCTb BHHUMATENIbHO pacCCMOTPETh 3TOr0 MATEXHHKA.
OH 6bUT Ha monronoBbl HIXe KeHTa; HO 3HAYHUTENIBHO
CHJIbHEe, B BO3pacTe OKOJIO MATHAECSATH, C OOBETpEH-
HBIM JIMLIOM, OYE€Hb CWIbHBIMM PYKaMH, MOKPBLITHIMH
wpamMaMu. [J1a3za HacCTOpoXeHHbIE W MO-cobaybu Mnpe-
naHHble. Ho, HECOMHEHHO, 4YTO-TO -(QaIbIIHBOE YYB-
CTBOBAJIOCh B ero oGJHKe.

— Tol — Pepran? — cnpocuna Yepurtu. i

— Bonpock 3nech 3amaio 51, — rpy6o npepsai ee
KeHrT.

Yeputu 6pocunach B Ijiasa ero HamnpsXXeHHOCTb.
CnoBHO OH MmIOXo ce6Gsi YyBCTBYET.

— Xopolo, Mbl Te, O KOM Bbl TOBOpHUTE, — NpPH-
3Hajlacb OHa M, He Bbinyckass Peprana U3 nons 3pe-
Hus, pnobaswna: — Sl xe He 3Hajna, YTO nomxua 3TO
LlOKa3bIBaTh, 31EChb M ceiyac.

Bmecto Kenta Ha ee 3aMeyanue oto3Baics Pep-
T,

— Jlnsa Havana paccKaxd HaM, OTKyHa y Tebs 3Ta
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WTyKa? — OH MoKa3ajl Ha Jia3ep, BUCEBLUUII Ha IUieye
KeHrTa.

— Pacckaxy, Kak TONbKO y3HalO, Ha 4beif Tbl CTO-
poHe, — 3aynpsiMuiaach YepuTH.

JInuo Peprana MOTeMHENO OT APOCTH, HO OH HU-
Yero He cKasajl, a JIMIUb BbIPA3UTEJIbHO B3IJISHYJN Ha
KeHra. YeputH, B cBOIO ouepeab, HaGnoaana 3a nioab-
MU no3anud Kenta. MUHYTY OHa B3BelIMBaJa BO3MOX-
HOCTb PUCKHYTb. CTPEMMTE/IbHBIN MPbLIXOK, CXBAaTUTb,
pa3BepHYTbC — HET, HUYEro He BBIHAET.

— Tak nanblue He noimet, — B3AOXHYA KeHT. —
Ecnu xpmeTe OT Hac NMOMOLUM, TO HOBEDSIHTE Ham! —
OH ykasan Ha ®eprana. — Ckaagep 1 uyxe3emka 6bUTH
He oaHH. I'me ocTtanbHble?

— Otkyna MHe 3HaTh? — BO3MYTHJlach YepuTH. —
CKopee BCEro HMX TaK Xe 3aMOPO3MIIM, KaK MEeHs M
Ckannepa.

JIuuo KenTta noMpayHesno OT 3/710CTH, HO OH ellie
BJ1afesn coboii.

— 51 roBopio He O feBylUKE W He O luapke, —
chaBiieHHO npou3Hec- oH. — Kynma Bl nenu nioaei,
c6exaBLliUX U3 OyHKepa?

— Yro 3a moau? — ocBedoMuiach Yeputu.

— [ne oun? — npownnen ®epran. — Ecnu Mbl ux
HaitieM, 3To GyJeT XOpoluMM [JOKa3aTelbCTBOM.

— Kak u uH¢popMauus o ToM, oTKyaa bracrepsl, —
ynbibasicb, oTBeTuna YepHTH.

OHa noka3sajla pyko¥ Ha opyxue Ha mnjeye KeHrTa,
OIHOBpPEMEHHO TMPUOAU3UBILIMCL K OOOMM Ha Luar.

— B a3TO#1 Mrpe B NMpATKM HET HUKAKOTrO CMbICHa,
He HaxoauTe? — B3mOXHYN KeHT.

B rna3zax Yeputu GnecHyna HaurpaHHas SIpOCTb,
OHa caenana euie ogvH 1uar. OHa ele NpUGIU3UNACH
K o60oMM, HO Moka HegoctaTo4Ho. KeHT, onpeneneH-
HO, He OXHAaeT HaMaJeHHsi, HO ero JIOAW OauTeNb-
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Hbl, © YepuTH He COMHeBajJacb B TOM, YTO B BEHax .
deprana BMeCTO KpPOBH MyJbCUPOBAJIO HedOBEpHe B
XKMIKOM BMIE.

— EnBa nu, — cbas3suna Yeputu. — Ho uto BH
cebe mymaerte? Bbl co CBOMMM Jil0OAbMM HabpacbiBae-
TeCcb Ha Hac, 3aGMpaeTe Halle opyXHe, 3anMpaeTe Hac
Ha [BO€ CYTOK B XOJIONHOM YepHOWM AbIpe M elle Xie-
Te Hawei nomoiuu?

Ewe oauH 1Iar, OTJHYHO CBHIFPAaHHOE ABHUXEHHE,
SIKOObI CIeJlaHHOE B SIDOCTH.

— Ja Bwl cymacuienuue! — mobasBuia OHa.

— Moe noporoe ouTsA, — CHABJIEHHBIM TOJIOCOM
npousHec Kent. — Moe TepneHue Ha ucxone. A Be-
pun tebe. Ilpurnacun cBoux JIIOAEH, NMOCKOJbKY AYy-
MaJi, YTO 3TO BaXHO i Hac. Ho A He poragbiBancs,
YTO HMEIO AEJI0 C MCTEPHUYKOM.

IMpyu nmocneaHUX clOoBax OH MOBBICHA rojioc. KeHT
TMPOCTO KMIMeJl OT 3/10CTH, HO 3TO ObLIO Kak pa3 To,
yero po6uBanacr Yeputu. OHa peluunna MomyIUTh Mac-
Jla B OTOHb.

— A 1 aymaio, 4TO BCe BBl TPYChI, — CKa3ajla OHa. —
S TaKk cebe 3TO M -MpeAcTaBiIsia — KydyKa TpPHIYpPKOB,
WIpalolLMX B BOHHY M MOMIKUMAIOLLMX XBOCT, KaK TOJb-
KO [1eJI0 CTAHOBMTCSI CEPBbE3HBIM. ) ’

KeHT BbITapallm rjasa, HENMOHUMaAIOLLE YCTaBHII-
Cs1 Ha AeBYLUKY U NMPOTSHYJ PYKY, YTOObl CXBaTHUTh ee.
HMeHHO 3TOro M Xnana YeputH.

Bce npousouio Tak GbICTPO, YTO y €ro Jioaei He
ObIIO M 1WAHCa YTO-HUOYAb TNpennpuHATb. YeputH
cxBaTuna KeHTa 3a 3amnscTbe, TOJIKHYJA, BHE3amHO
JepHyJa B TIPOTHMBOIOJIOXKHYIO CTOPOHY, TaK -4TO OH .
MHCTHHKTHBHO Opocwics Brnepea. HeoxunanHo Keur
MOTEPSS1 OTNOPY M C XPHUIUJIBIM KPUKOM TMepeKaTHIICA
yepe3 €e COTHYTYIO CITMHY. ’

Yeputn cxBaTuna cpoit Onactep. OHa He mNbiTa-
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Jlach copBath ero ¢ revya KeHra, 6pocuiach Ha 3eM-
JIIO pSiAOM C HHUM, CHsJla C NpeloXpaHUTeNsl U OTYa-
SIHHO, U30 Bcex cuia pBaHyna KeHrta Tak, yToOBI CTBOJ
6bu1 HauesieH Ha Pepraja U Haxajla Ha KypoK.

Jeno caenaHo, OMHUM KacaHHWEM, YepTOBCKH Obic-
Tpo. TOHEHBKMit Jiyd 3HEPrUM BbUIETEN U TPOH3HI
®deprana.

Yeputy ycnelana Kpuk Ckagnepa, TONMOT HOT U
LWIENYKU DYXei, B CMNellKe CHUMaeMbIX C MNpeaoxpa-
HUTeNeit, WyM 60pbOBI M CHOBa KPHKH, HECKOJIBKO
pYK cXBaTMJM ee M pBaHylIH. KTo-TOo ymapun ee B
-XXWBOT, ApYyroM rpy6o 3aJJoMHJ1 el pyKH, TaK 4YTO OHa,
BCKPUKHYB OT 60JIM, yrnajla Ha KOJieHU. [lecsiTKu py-
XEHHBIX CTBOJIOB HaLEJWIMUCh Ha Hee.

Ho HuKTO He cTpesin.

depray ynan Ha noJi, KOraa B Hero nmona Jiasep-
Hblit 1yd. Ho He 3amep. OH HeuctoBcTBOBai. Ero teno
6 CYHOpOrM, a PYKH M HOTH TPSACIHCH KPYIMHOIA
APOXbI0O — IBUXEHWs], HENOCTYMHbIE YeJIOBEYECKOMY
Teny, 4To Obl C HUM HM COeJIau.

ITotoMm. oH pasBaiwicsa. OueHb GBICTPO, Ha paB-
Hble YacTU OJHOM, MpeKpacHO NMOJOTHaHHON (opMBl,
KOTOpasi BHe3alTHO MoTepsila cTepXeHb. U M3HyTpH
BbINOA3JIO0... HeYyTo. OrpoMHOE YEepHOEe CYLUECTBO Ha
TOHEHBKMX MayybUX HOXKaX C HEHaBMCTbIO YCTaBH-
Jiocb Ha YepHUTH OecsATKOM IpPaHEHbIX TIJIa30K.

YepuT pbIBKOM OCBOGOAMIIACh, MOAHSIA Gractep
¥ HampaBHW/a €ro Ha YyHOBWILLE.

HukTo He nmombiTajicsi OCTaHOBUTH ee. B atoT pa3
OHa mnocTaBua Jiadep Ha MOJIHYIO MOLUHOCTb, Mpexae
yeM HaxaJjla Ha KYypOK. .

— 51 Bce eule He MOTY B 3TO MOBEPUTb, — CKasal
.Kent. — 51 BHMAENn cOBGCTBEHHBIMM IJIa3aMH, HO... HET
He MOry NMOBEPUTb. DTO HEBEPOSATHO!

‘KeHT nobnegnen. I'ojloc 3Byyas XpHIUIO, KakK Y
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CTapHhKa, U HECMOTPS Ha UCMBbITbIBAaEMbIil yxac, OH He
MOT OTOpPBaTb B3INsi OT OOYIJIEHHOTO Crycrka, KOTo-
pbifi octancs ot Peprana. Crpyitlka KpoBH Tekaa Mo
€ro NMIY U3 paHKH, MOJYYEeHHOM UM NpPH NaJieHUH Ha
6eTtoHHbI non. Kasanock, KeHT u 3Toro He uyBCTBO-
BaJl.

— To xe cka3an U s, Koraa yBUAEsd, YeM B JeH-
CTBUTENLHOCTH ObuL1 Paynb, — Txo npousHec Ckan-
nep.

Ckaagepa OTNyCcTHAH, U OH nopoluen K Yeput u
KenTty. Kpome YeputH, oH, noxoxe, Obl1 €AMHCTBEH-
HBIM, KTO HE MbITAICS U30 BCEX CHJ COXPaHMUTb Camo-
obnananue.

KeHT ¢ Tpynom mogHsaa rasa. OHu Gnectenu, Kak
y 6e3yMua.

— Thol... THI 3HaNa 370!

YeputH KuBHYJA.

— W Ckagnep 3Han. Jlaxe paHblue, yeM si. Unun
KakK Bbl AyMaeTe, YTO O3HayaJl BeChb 3TOT CHEKTAaKIb?
— Ho kak? — npo6opmotan KeHt. — Otkyana?

— S uyBcTBYy10, — OTBETMNA YepuTtH. — S 4yBCT-
BYyl10, ecnu psimoM uyyxak. U Ckaanep Toxe.

B3arnsan KeHra GecuenbHo Giyxngan oT Hee K Ckall-
nmepy. Ero ctpax He ucue3, a BbIpocC.

— KT0 BbI Takue? — CIIPOCHJ OH.

— Huyero oco6eHHOro, — nocrneuuia ¢ OTBETOM
Yeputu. — A aymaio, n1060i 4yBCTBYEeT UX GJIM30CTD.
S nuwp HEMHOro YyBCTBUTENIbHEE APYTHX, — OHa IMoC-
MOTpeJia Ha paciUlacTaHHoe Tejlo, notoM Ha KeHra. —
A Habmopana 3a To6oit. OTcloma, Koraa Thl CTOSUI C
HUM psaoM. Thl Belb TOXe 3TO 4YBCTBOBAJ.

IMomenanns, KeHT cornacuincs.

— Ha, Ho 3T10...

— He nokasanoch Te6e BaXHbIM, — niepebuia ero
Yeputu. — Y Ckangepa c Paynem 6buio tak xe. UH-
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CTUHKTHUBHAsi HENMPUA3Hb, aHTUNATHUS... MoOXeT GbITb,
TaK MBI ollylllaeM GJIM30CTh COBEpLUIEHHO 4yXoit ¢op-
‘MBI XXU3HM, — OHa noxasa rieyamMu. — Haiigyrest Toi-
CSIYM TNPUYMH.

— Ho noueMy Tbl 4yBCTBY€lllb TaK OTYETIHUBO?

— MoxeTr 6biTb, MOTOMY, YTO BBIpOCJIa TaM, TIAe
HUX HeT, — oTBeTHna YepHTH.

KpaelukoM riasa oHa 3aMeTHsia Mpegynpexnaan-
wuit B3ran Ckaagepa M oTpearMpoBaia. IlocBaTUTH
ceituac KeHTa BO Bce MOIJIO CTaThb CEpbEe3HOMH OLIMO-
Koii. UHoraa nyuile AaBaTh NpaBidy B MajiblX JO3ax.

— S BhIpOCJIa B MECTHOCTH, Ileé MX HeT, — noba-
BU/Ia OHa. — BoT ¥ Bcsa TaitHa. 3amectuTtens Ckajuae-
pa ObUI MEpPBBIM XUBBIM MOPOHOM, KOTODOTO SI YBU-
nena 6auxe, yeM 3a napy. MWiIb. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JIET
3TO MOXET MpPOMTH.

— O3HayaeT il 3TO, YTO- TaKHUX CYILUECTB MOXET
ObITb MHOFO? — CHPOCHJI ONMH M3 IJl1aBapei.

— Her, — cnokoitHo otBeTuna Yeputn. — TouHO
HeT, — OHa ropbkKo paccMesiacb. — S 6Bl yaMBHJACh,
He YBUIEB 31eCh HH OJHOrO.

— Ho ®epran xnn cpeay Hac yxe ABaauath JieT, —
BO3MYTWICSI OIMH M3 MSATEXHUKOB. — Sl 3Hal ero c
EeTCTBa. DTO YTO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE.

— OHM MOr¥ NMOAMEHMUTH €ro COBCEM HENaBHO, —
npeanonoxun Ckanaep.

— Ho ecau OHHM 3HaIM O Hac, NMOYeMYy He YHUYTO-
xunu? — nposopyan KeHT.

— 3auem? — cnpocun Ckanaep. — Bpar, koroporo
3Haewlb, 6OJIblLE HE OMaceH, — OH THXO paccMesiyics,
MOKa3aJl Ha COXCKEHHBIN TpyN, NMOTOM Ha MSTEXHH-
KOoB. — OHM Jany BaM HEMHOrO NMOMUIpaTh B BOMHY M
B OCTaJIbHOM ObIIM abCOJIIOTHO YBEpPEHbI, YTO, KpOMe
BacC, APYTHUX MSATEXHHUKOB HET.

Bce Monyanu, ¥ YepuTH ycOMHWIAch B TOM, 4TO
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KTO-HUOYAb, KpoMme KeHTa, MOHsUI, O Ye€M TOBOPHI
Ckapgep. Bece eule 6bUM B LLIOKE.

Yeputn 6pocuna Ha Ckaanepa ObiCTpblit npeaymn-
pexnalolluit B3rsa U nogouuia K obsomkam Pepra-
na. OHa xoTejla NPUKOCHYTHCS, HO He MOrja MNepecu-
JUTh cebsi. YeputHn nonro yroBapuBajia cebsi, 4TO 3TO
BCEro JIMUIb TEXHHUYECKHM ammnapar, OTJIMYHasi KOH-
CTPYKLIMSA C KOMIBIOTEPOM M, BOMOXHO, MUCKYCCTBEH-
HO CO3aHHBIM XWBBIM BELUECTBOM, HO €ro BHJ Bbl-
3bIBaNl HEMpPEOJONMMOE YYBCTBO OTBpAlLEHHS, MU OHa
HE CMOIJla MPUKOCHYTbCSA K HEMY PYKOH.

YepuTH nomnpocuia y oJHOro U3 OXpaHHUKOB HOX,
‘JIe3BMEM CHsUIa TPECHYBLUYIO YEJIOBEYECKYIO MacKy, Nnoka
Ckannep, KeHT M ocTtajibHble COOMPaINCh BOKpYT.

To, uTOo OHa yBMIENa, Myrajlo ¥ OYapoOBbIBAJIO Of-
HoBpeMeHHo. UMuTHpylolas yenoBeka o6osiouka 6buia
He ToJjille MU3WHLA, HO BEITIsAAeNa YOUBUTEIBHO XH-
BOii. MHOXECTBO MMKPOCKONMHYECKUX COCYAOB, B KO-
TOpHIX €llle MyJbCHpOBaJia KPOBb, Apyrue 6echopmMeH-
Hble opraHbl Cc HenoHsTHoW dyHkuueit. Teneps,
YBUIEB, UTO OHHU U3 cebs npeacrapiasior, YepuTu nok-
JfMach, YTO Jydule 6yAeT WMeTb HE0 C MSICOM H
KPOBBIO, YEM C MCKYCCTBEHHBIMHM TKaHSIMH.

— HeseposiTHO, — mpoBopyayia oHa. — 51 HUYero B
9TOM He MOHMMaIo, HO AyMmalo, 3TO Jydyllash Macka,
KoTopasi Koraa-au6o usrotosisuiacb. OHa KpOBOTOUYMT,
€Cli¥ ee MOpaHHTh.

Yenosek, npubbiBlLKit BMecTe ¢ PepranoM, 3aro-
BOPMII: .

— B npouwsioM rogy oH cioMan pyky. 1 caM Ha-
KJIagblBal WIMHY. fl... HUYEro He 3aMeTHII.

— Bo3MoxHO, Toraa 3To Obun Hactoswuit ep-
ray, — ckasan Ckapnep.

OH cMmopwma 106, Koraa yBuaes, yto Yeputu 3a-
T/ISAbIBAaET BHYTPh Pa3/JOMaHHOIO TeJia. '
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= YTo THl MLIELWDb?

YepuTH He OTBETH/IA, a NMPOAOJIXKajia MUCCIeoBa-
HHUE, XOTA ee XeNydOK YXe HayajJl CONMpPOTHUBIATHCS.
3aTeM OHa BCTana, BbiTeEpjia HOX O OpIOKHM MepTBela
W BEpHYJa €ro BiaAesbLly.

— YT0-TO, yero Het. lepegaTuMK WAU HEYTO MO-
nobHoe.

— Tbl nymaeuib... — ucnyraics KeHT.

— HeTt, — ocraHoBuna ero Yeputu. — S Tak He
ayMato. Sl Gosnack, HO 3TO HE Tak.

«Ho Tenepb Mbl JOMXHBI MOJIMTbCS, UTOOBI OH He
oKasancs TejienaToM», — nobaBusia OHa npo cebs, on-
HaKO BC/JYX HHUYero He npousHecha. BHesanHo Yepu-
TH TOXaesa, YTO CTOJIb OCHOBAaTEJIbHO YHUYTOXHJa
HacekoMmoe-wunuoHa. Ero Tpyn mor patb GecueHHble
OOBSACHEHMS. ..

YepUTH He 3aKOHYHMJIa CBOIO MBICIb, TNOHSIB ee
ouwM60oYHOCTh. beclieHHble OOBACHEHUST 3Ta TBaph jJana
6bl YYEHBIM C XOpOl1lI0 060pYyNOBaHHOI JlaGopaTopHeEil.
Ho ceityac Takue ucciienqoBaHUs HeBO3MOXHBI. OHa
ellle He Hay4YuJiaCb OPMEHTHPOBAThC B 3TOM Mupe. U
MOXeT ObITb, HUKOra He HaydyuTcs. A cCKopee BCero,
€l 3TOro MpocTO. HE XOYETCH.

— Yo6epure, — mnonpocwia YepuTH, yCTaio KHB-
HYB Ha pa3buTyio nyctyio o6onouky. — U tenepb Mbl,
HakKoOHell, 3aiiMeMcsi TeM, 3a 4YeM NPHUILLIU, U TTOrOBO-
pUM.

[Tpowno HeMHOrMM Oosblue yaca, MOKa BCE CO-
6paiuch Ha UMITPOBU3UPOBAHHOM KOMAHOHOM MYyHK-
Te KeHTta. UepuTy nmonpocuia npUiUTH BCEX CBUAETe-
Jielt yxacHoro cobweiTUs M, pa3symeercsi, bapra, Hat n
Onb I'ypka. M HacTosma Ha TOM, YTOOBI HUKTO GOJIb-
1ie He y3Hal o pa3o6nauyeHuu Peprana. KeHT He BO3-
paxajn, Kak M OCTaJibHble pyKoBoauTenHu. Bputo Tec-
HoBaTo. KpouieyHass 6eTOHHasi KaMOpKa Morna
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BMECTUTb HECATOK YeJIOBeK, HO Tenepb Jioneit cobpa-
.Jjocb BABoe Gosbuie. Mo kpaiiHeit Mepe, ‘Gaarogaps
3TOMY CTajJlo0 HEMHOro Teruiee. YAMBUB He OAHY Ye-
putH, KeHt npurnacun takke Jinouio, Ty caMylo XeH-
LIMHY, KOTOPYIO [IBa QHS Ha3al CMacju OT BCaAHWKOB.
OHa cuaena Ha SIIUMKE, YCTaBHMBILMCL B MYCTOTY, H
YeputH noimana cebs mapy pa3 Ha TOM, YTO CMOTPHT
Ha Hee C YYBCTBOM BHHbBI, KOTOPOro cama He NMOHUMa-
na. OHa noyeMy-To BUHMWIA cebsa U Ckaanepa B cMep-
TH ee pebeHKa.

— Hrak, Bm uulere H3Huens, — Havan KeHr.

OH Bce eule roBOpHJI OYEHb TUXO, HEMHOIO 3alM-
HasiCh: U3 BCEX NMPHUCYTCTBYIOLIMX OH MeUIEHHee HpY-
rux u3bapisiics OT cTpaxa. YepuTH 3TO He TNOHpPaBM-
socb. KOHeyHo, LOK Obl1 yXacHblif, HO 4eJIoBEK C
TaKUM [IOJIOKEHHEM He HOJIXeH ceGe 3TOro no3Bo-
naTb. Yeputn ¢ 6ecnokoiicTBOM nocMmorpena Ha KeH-
Ta. OHa He yBepeHa, YTO MOXET MOJIOXHUTbCS Ha ue-
JloBeKa, KOTOpPOro TaK JIErKOo BhHIOMTb M3 Kosien. B
nepBbiil pa3 eil 6pocusioch B rnasa, KaKk Xe OH elle
MOJIOA.

MoMemmue, oHa coriacuiach.

— J3Huenss win ero xosses. Jlyuie u 10, M Opy-
roe. Ho B mepByio ouepenb daHuens.

— DT0 Jeyio JUYHOTO XapaKTepa? — CIpOCHJI OfMH
M3 TPOMX IPYIMX PYKOBOAMWTENEH.

OH cMylleHHO YABIOHYJICS, KOriga 3aMeTWJl pac-
CepXeHHbI? B3rsa YepuTH, v MOsICHSAIOLIE pa3Bel
pyxkamu:

- — Hac He Tak MHOro, u mnorpeGoBajochs BpeMms,
MpexAe YeM YANoCh CO3[aTh OpraHM3aumMio. Mbl...

— ...-He 0cobeHHO XOTHM BMYTHIBATLCS B JIMMHOIO
pona pa3bopkH,.— PEeLIMTENbHO 3aKOHYWI 32 HEro CTo-
AU psaoM yenoBeK. — s 3TOro Ha KapTy nocras-
JIEHO CAMILKOM MHOTOE.
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— Bo3MoOxHO, Bbl MpaBbl, — CMOKOWHO OTBETH/A
YepuTy.

MyxurHa CBEpKHYJ [J1a3aMHU B €€ CTOPOHY, 3aTeM
pe3Ko moBepHyJicsi. YKa3biBas najibueM Ha Ckapaepa,
OH OGBMHHTENbHBIM TOHOM IPOHU3HEC:

— OueBuaHoO, BBl U €CTh Te, 3a KOro cebsi Bblnae-
Te, HO 51 He 3Halo, CTaHYT JI¥ MOM Jioau paboTaTh C
1IapKOM.

Ckangep Hayan Bo3paxaTb, HO UepUTH He ciylla-
Jla — OHa MCMoJib30Bajla BO3MOXHOCTb, YTOGHI MOJy-
Yille pa3ris/ieTb BCEX TPOMX.

Bot pssnom ¢ KeHToM ApcoH. OueHb BLICOKHW M
IOBOJILHO MOJIONOM, C XMUBBIMM TJ1a3aMU M OTKDBITHIM
nMuoM, ¥ YepuTu UYyBCTBOBajla, YTO, HECMOTpS Ha
CHJly, OH OoueHb MATKUit uenosek. OHa cripocuaa cebs,
KaK €My YAaJoCh CTaTb ONHUM W3 BOXIEH apMHUM Ms-
TexXHUKOB. Boane Hero Taiigsen, MyX4yWHa JieT TpHA-
LaTH, XyAOLUAaBLIi, HO KPENnKHWi, B [1a3ax ero He rac-
Jla HeHaBHUCTb. W HakoHell, TpeTHit, UMsI KOTOpOro OHa
He 3allOMHMWJIa, EAWHCTBEHHDI,. O KOM y Hee elle He
C/IOXWJIOCb MHeHHE. MoxeT 6biTb, MOTOMY YTO OH MOKa
He CKa3al. HHU CJI0OBa, a JIMLIb MEPEeBOAMJI B3I C
OJIHOTO Ha Jpyroro.

ADCOH 3aMeTW ee MUCIBITYIOLMH B3MsiA U 3aep-
3an Ha cTtyne. OH BBIJISOEN TaK, CJIOBHO He XoTel
HUYEro JIpyroro, Kak yWTH.

— Yro-To He Tak? — cnpocwia Yepurwu.

ApCOH HEYBEpeHHO YJIBIGHYJCS.

— Huuero, — nonreepamn oH. — Ho nocnenumit,
Ha KOro Thl TaK CMOTpeNa, YXe MepTB.

YepuTH 03alayeHHO CMOTpe/la Ha HEro HecKoJib-
KO CeKYHH, NoToM 3acmesinach. Taitasen u Ckangep
fiepecTali CNOPUTH M YCTaBUIUCh HAa HUX B HeAOyMe-
Huu. Ho KeHT ocTasncsi ceppe3HbIM.

— ApCOH He TaK yX HenpaB. HMKTO He OacT ra-
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paHTHit, yTo Pepran Gbi1 eAMHCTBEHHBIM LITTHOHOM, —
OH noMemiuna. — JlyMaeuib npoBepuTb Bcex?

YepuTH KMBHYyIA.

— bBe3 npo6neM. U nione M3 Apyrux yKpbITHIA.
Ho s He craHy 3TOro menarh.

— IMouemy? — pesko cnpocun Taitgsen.

— 370 6bIJI0 GBI BeJIMYaiillei TynocTblo, — OTBe-
T 3a Hee Ckagnep, omapuB TaiiaBena NMpe3pUTENb-
HBIM B3TJISAOM. ’

«[Toxoxe, OHM NMOAPYXHIUCH», — YCMEXHYJACh MpO
cebs Yepuru.

— TpynHo Gynetr y6enuTenbHO OOBSACHHUTb MCYE3-
HoBeHHe Deprana, — nponoykun Ckanaep. — Jymae-
Te, JIDHMENbL He CJIIOXWUT OBa M [ABa, KOrjga BCe €ro
IWITHOHBI BAPYT MCYE3HyT? )

— Ckannep npaB, — 6bICTpO nporoBopuna Yepu-
TH, Tipexne 4yem Taitnsen ycnen 4to-iu6o BO3pa3uThb. —
Bce mONMXHO ocTaBaThCsl TaK, Kak ecTb. [loaTomy s u
He XoTejia, YTo6bl KTO-HUOYOb y3Hal O CyYMBLIEMCS.
S 3Hal0, 3TO TPyOHO, HO BBl HE HOJKHBI OBEpSTH
HUKOMY, KpOME TeX, KTO ceityac 3mech. [laxe BaluuMm
JIYYLIUM APY3bSIM.

— Hy, xoHeuHo, — ycMmexHyncs Taiasen. — Hac
Bellb TAK MHOro, MOYTH ABaALaTh YyeNoBeK. Mbl OOHH
BO3bMeM LUTYpMOM Kpenoctb [I3Huens. [lpotuB Ta-
KO CHJIBlI OH He YCTOMT.

— MHe He HyXXHa apMHsi, — CITOKOHHO BO3pa3uia
Yeputu. — Ckanaep ¥ s noiigeM oaHM. HaM HyXHBI
BalUW 3HaHMUS, a HE Bbl CaMM.

— Bol Basoem mpotuB [aunensa? — Taiineen Ha-
TAHYTO 3acMesisicsi. — Bbl HEHOpPMAaJIbHBIE.

— MoxeT 6bITh, — BMeLUICs B pa3roBop KeHT. —
Ho oHa npasa, Tainsen, — oH MonuiTalics NpUIaTh
rojaocy MSArkKHit oTTeHOK. — JIBoe WM IBECTH, 3TO He
WrpaeT HUKAaKOH pOIIH.
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KeHT B3moxHyn M nocmoTpesn Ha YepuTH.

— [lpoGnema B npyromM, — NpomoJIXwi oH. — Hu-
KTO He mnopoitner K sHuenio 6ausko. [Tocne Toro
MaJIEHbKOIO CMEKTaKJisi, KOTOpbIi Thl 3eCb YCTPOMIA,
s IOMYCKalo, YTO Thl CMOXellub ero cxBatutb. Ho Bbi
He go6epetech n0 Hero. B Hbio-Mopk HeT myTH.

— Yywsb, — 3anporectoBan Ckaggep. — Jhoasam
Hd3Huenst 3T0 yhaeTcs H...

— Her nyTH, KOTOpHIM MBI MOTJIM GBI BOCITONB30-
BaTbcs, — KeHT yKkasan Ha cesep. — JlyMaeTe, Mbl He
npo6oBanu? da cto pa3. EAMHCTBEHHBIH NYTH B ropon
JIEXUT MO BO3AYyXy. Y Hac HeT camoJieTa. A eCllu M
OyneT, TO njaHepsl [3HMeNss Hac BCe pPaBHO COGLIOT,
npexjae yeM Mbl AOCTUrHeM ropoja. To xe kacaetcs
ITyTH 4Yepe3 XOJIMbl.

— Ho MBI MOXeM 3alllMTHTh cebsa, — ckasaja Ye-
PUTH, HO CJIOBa NMPO3BYYIM HeyOeAMTENbHO, CIOBHO
OHa MpOM3HEC)Ia UX JIKLUBL MOTOMY, YTO HE XOTesla MU-
pHUTbCS C NpPaBHOA. '
~ — W 4yepes 30Hy cMepTH He MPOWTH, — HACTOHYH-.
BO npoaomxan KeHT. — MbI yXe nbiTanuch. JlecsiTok
JYYLINX JIIOAEH MONJIaTHIIMCh. 32 3TO XHU3HblO. yMae-
Te, Mbl He NMPOOYMaJIM BCE BO3MOXHOCTHU?

OH nokayaJ roJioBoif, koraa Yeputn xoresia BO3-
pasuTh, U TMPOMOJIKWI HEMHOrO THIE, HO YX€E mne-
YaJIbHO: ’

— Bawr BuyepallHHit ynpek abcONIOTHO crnpaBef-
JUB. MBI — Hecepbe3Hble NMPOTHBHUKH.

Taitmsen 310 mocMoTpen Ha Hero, Ho KeHt cro-
KOWHO 3aKOHYMJI:

— HecMmoTpsi Ha npensTCTBUS, Mbl [elaeM BCe,
yto B Hawux cwiax. Ho Mbl He MoxeM OGBABHTH
MopoHy Bo#Hy. ¥ Hac HET HM Jofei, HU CPEACTB.

— Hwu mH¢popmaumuu, — nob6asuyl ApCOH.

YepuTH B CMATEHHH TOCMOTpe/ia Ha HEro.
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— Yr1o TH uMeellb B BUAY?

— MbI 00 CHX MOp He 3HaeM, NMPOTHB Koro B A€H-
CTBMTEJIbHOCTH BoloeM. HukTo He Obli1 B uepHOM Kpe-
noctu. HUKTO He 3HaeT, YTO B Heit HaxOAUTCS.

— YepHas kpenoctb?

— llta6-kBapTHpa MoOpOHa, — MOSICHWJ ApPCOH.,—
S nymaio, B Heit He 6bL1 maxe caM daHuenb.

— A rae oHa HaxoauTtcs?

— Ecau 6b1 5 3HaN, MeHd OBl 31ech He ObUIO. —
OTBETHJI ApPCOH.

YepuTH HeKoTOpoe BpeMs Mojyaia. Bce cxoaut-
csa. Bce ycnbluaHHoe, HECMOTPSi Ha ero HeBeposAT-
HOCTb, CKJaAbIBAJIOCh B LIEJIOCTHYIO KapTHHY 3TOro
HoBoro Mupa. l'ocnoacTtBo MopoHa OCHOBBLIBaJIOCh Ha
ABYX TPUHLMMAX: HAIMYUM OKYTNMALMOHHBIX BOMCK M
TOTaJIbHOW Ae3opHeHTaUMH. OHU He TONBKO JIMIIKUIH
moaei csob6oabl. OHU YKpaJiM Y HUX MCTOPHIO M,
TakuM obpa3oM, ux nauuo. UTo B nepBblif MOMEHT
morjio Obl MoOKa3aTbCsl CMELWIHBIM: CTPOTMH 3anpeT
BCIIOMMHAaTb 06 UCTOPUM 3eMSIM, PEBHUBBIN KOHTPOJb
3a ero cobyoneHneM, pa3pylieHHe COLHaNbHBIX CBS-
3eil MeXay OCTaBLUMMHCSI B XXHUBBIX 3€MJSHaMH, —
BCE 3TO NpPH MOBTOPHOM DPacCMOTPEHHH OKa3aloch
NMpocTO reHHalNbHbIM. OHa mocMoTpesa Ha HoaTt, #
AeBylliKa, MOYYBCTBOBaB B3IJisij, NMOAHsSJA rja3a, HO
He nojo3peBajia, 4yTo B Heil Buaena Yepuru. «JlBa
MOKOJIEHHUsI», — Aymalla OHa, — [Ba NOKOJIEHUS Ha-
3a4 npeaky 3TOi AEBYLUKH, TaKHUe Xe JII0AHU, KaK OHa,
aMepUKaHLbl, POOMINCH M BLIPOCAH B CBOGOAHOM
ctpaHe. H3T u ee poauTenu yxe He BCIIOMHMHAJIM O
TOM, KaKUM MX MMp OblI1 paHblue...»

[opeus nepenonHsna Yeputn. Tenepb oHa 0co3-
Hajla BCE€ IOJIHOCTBIO. MoXeT ObiTb, OHa mNpuUOGLIIA
CIULIKOM no3aHo. Eule onHO-ABa MOKONEHUsA, U JIOAH

3a0yayT, YTO Koraa-To Bce Obwio mo-apyromy. ITnaH
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MopoHa oka3sancs ropasfo M3oOlIpeHHee, YeM OHU
npeanonarajy. Bo3aMOXHO, 3TH uepHble BOMHBbI-Hace-
KOMble 3aBOEBAJIM YXE TBLICSIMM MHPOB, HO OHHU He
JNOBOJIbCTBOBAJIMCh TEM, UYTO MoOpaboluaiu HacesieHHe. .
OHy 3a60THANCHL O TOM, YTOOBI XEpPTBbI 3a6GbUTH O
nortepsiiHoi ceobose.

— [NpuunHoit Gonbiue, uToObl CXBaTUTL J3HHUENSA, —
ckaza1 Ckannep. — U xenarenbHO >XHBbBIM.

— Mbl ToXe OblJIM KOTAa-TO XMTPbIMM, — 3JIMJICSA
Taitnsen. — Ho 3To HeBO3MOXHO. Thl Buaen nosic
cMmepty BOKpyr Lllait-TaaHa? ’

Ckannep KMBHYJL.

— Takoe e KONbLO €cTb BOKPYT Hulo-Mopka, —
nponosxun Tainsen. — LlIupuHO# B CTO MUAb, — OH
B3rJIIHYN B CTOpoHy Gnactepa Yeputu. — [laxe ¢ co-
THeil TAKMX aTaKoBaTb GbLTO Gbl CAaMOYGHIACTBOM. Haxe
€CJIM Bbl CIPaBUTECH C MOHCTpPaMH, MaTpPYJHPYIOLLIU-
MM MOBCIOAY, Bac MOACTPENSAT IlaHepsl I3Huens, npe-
XOe yeM Bbl nojoiaeTe XOTs Obl ‘Ha HECSATb MMJb.

— OH cKasan «Bbl», — MoaMeTHna Yeputu, — a He
«MbI». .

Ona nporHasna 3Ty Mbicab. HemoBepue Hauaso
nepepactath B 6ose3Hb. HyXHoO cneautb 3a coboit U
He UCKaTb B HEOCTOPOXHO OpOILEHHBIX CJIOBax Mpe-
JaTeJbCTBO U BEPOJIOMCTBO.

— Ho B KpenocTh OOMXXHA BECTH AOpOra, — cKasa-
na Yeputy.

Hplo-Mopk 6bin cTONMLEH KOHTUHEHTa, LEHTPOM,
u3 kotroporo J3Huenb ynpapisn Bceit CeBepHoH H
IOxHoit AMepukoit. HeBO3MOXHO OCYLIECTBAATH Y-
paBjieHHe JIMLIb C MMOMOLUBIO TeJeKOMa U KYYKH IUia-
HEpPOB. .

— A nouyeMy Bbl HE CIIPOCHTE MEHs?

He Tonpko oaHa YepuTH yAMBIEHHO MOBEPHYJach
Ha CBOeM CTyJie M ycTaBMaach Ha Jluauio. OHa BOPYr
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rnoHsJa, uto o JIMguu Bce npocTo 3abbUIH. A XEHLIN-
Ha BHUMAaTeNbHO Ciyllaja U MOHsJIAa KaXZoe CJIOBO.
Ee MU0 ocTtajloch HEMOABWXHBLIM, HO B rjasax nos-
BWJIOCb YTO-TO, McnyraBuiee YepuTH. BesrpaHuuHblit
THEB, KOTOPOTO OHa ellle HUKOIrAa He 3aMevala y ye-
JIOBEKa.

— Teba? — ynuBwics KeHT.

— Ja. 51 3Halo, KaK nomnactb B ropoa, — cKasana
JInnus.

Ha MrHoBeHMe cTtajio oyeHb THXO. Bce He cBOAM-
nu-ma3 ¢ Jluauu, Ho Ta cMoTpesia JUb Ha YepurH,
CJIOBHO CKa3aHHbIE CJIOBa KacaJlUCh TOJIbKO €e.

— TbI? — HakoHel mnpousHec KeHT.

Ero ronoc 3Byuasi HeioBepunBO, U UepuTH CHOBa
npUuIa B roJIOBY MBICAb O TOM, HACKOJBKO BEIHMK
ctpax Jinoun nepen KenroM u ero nmoabmMu. Buaumo,
HacejJleHHe He CYMTAIO MATeXHUKOB KeHTa cBoumu

IpY3bSMH.
—Hdeteit, — npogosxkuna JIuaus CTpaHHBLIM roJo-
COM, CJIOBHO HaxoauJiaCb noa rurmHO3OM. — ZleTeﬁ

KoTopbix cobupaiot B lllaii-TaaHe, moTom nepernpas-
“nsot B Helo-Hopk.

YeputHu ensa cobpanace c uyxom Ho KeHT caenan
ObICTPBIN, NOBeNEBalOLWIUN XeCcT U NpHUOAU3UICA K
JIvauu Ha 1war.

— OTKyAa Tbl 3TO 3Haellb? — CMPOCHI OH HeNo-
pepunuBo. — Hukro He 6bin B lllaii-TaaHe. Bo BcsikoM
ciydae, HUKTO KpOMe TeX, KTO Ha HMX paboraer.

— Mos cectpa 6buta TaM, — oTBeTHNa Jluous. —
Ona — xpuua-illan.

— Ewe ogHa npuuuHa He BepUTb Tebe, — BCTaBWI
Taasen. — Ona BbIJAacT Hac, — no0aBWI OH, MOBEp-
HyBWHKCH K KeHTy U ocTanbHbIM.

— Her, — Bospaswna Jiuaus. — S HeHaBuxy ee.
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Cectpa ykpana y MeHsl aeteit. OHa yBena podepeit, a
3aTeM M CblHA.

TaiinBen xoTen 4TO-TO CKa3aTb, HO Yeputu obpa-
THJIach K Jinaum:

— YTO MpOUCXOONT C AETBMM, KOTOPLIX OHH TNpH-
poasat B lllait-TaaH? — cnpocuna oHa.

— Hx noceswator LlaiTy ... yBO3ST, — OTBeTHJIA
Jlnous npoxaliuM rosocoM.

— Kyna?

Jluans noxana niaeyamm.

— BOTtoro HUKTO He 3HaeT. Ho Mos cectpa mapy
pa3 npucyrcTBoBaja npu 3toM. OHa pacckasana MHe,
YTO MOCBSILEHHBIX NMPUBOAAT B GosbilOe MOMelUEHHE
nox Llait-TaasoM, U3 KoToporo nopora Bexer B Hulo-
Mopk. .

— B Hbpio-Mopk? — KeHT ngaxe He cTapancs
CKpbITh HeoBepHsi. — Ho o Hero noyTH Teicsiya MWIb.

— 51 3Haro, — ckasana Jluaus. — Ho 3To BCe, yTO
OHa MHe pacckasasia. OHa... OHa roBopuia, Yyto GbIIa
TaM TOJIBKO OIHAaXBI.

— HeBo3moxHo! — Bo3mytuica Taitasen. — OHa
xkeT!

— Her, — Thx0 cka3ana Yeputn. — OHa roBoput
npaBay.

TaitoBen MpayHO ycTaBwicsi Ha Hee, KeHT Toxe
BOMpolUaolle cMopliua o6, Ho YepuTu, He obpa-
uass Ha HUX BHUMaHHs, NoBepHyaach K Jluauu.

— DBonpwioe nomelwieHWe ¢ KOJbLOM M3 MeTalula
nocpeMHe, KOTOpOe B HEBECOMOCTH MapuUT Haj To-
JoM?

Jlunus noatBepaua:

— Jla. Ho oTkyna Thl 3Haelub?

OO6bsicHEHHE 0Ka3aJOCh HAaCTOJNBKO MPOCTBIM, YTO
YepHUTH OXOTHO Hana Gbl cebe MOoleYHHy.
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O9TO MaTepuaNbHbI# TPaHCMMTTEp, — CcKa3aia
oHa. — lllai#-TaaH — 3TO He YTO MHOE, KaK CTaHLMUS-
TPaHCMHUTTED.

Ilo B3rnany KeHra oHa noHsuia, YTO Ha3BaHHE eMy
HM O YeM He TFOBOPMUT.

Hy, cBoero popa... nepegaTiMk, — OObsCHHIA
oHa. — ToT, KOTOphI#i nepefgaeT He'paaHUOBOJIHbLI WM
H300paxeHVs1, a MaTepHabHble OOBEKTHI.

— HesepositHo! — KeHT 6bl1 OLleJIOMIIEH.

— Tak onu npubbiu ciona, KeHt, — nponomxana
Yeput. OHM NOCJUIM HaM OAUH M3 3THX YEPTOBBIX
nepenatynkos. U Mbl He yHuutoxunu .ero. He cmor-
JIM, TIOTOMY YTO He 3HaJIM, YTO 3ITO TaKoe. A Korza
MMOHSINU, ObUIO YXe MO3JHO.

Fonoc Yeputu Hanonuuscs ropeubio. OHa mnoc-
MoOTpeJjia Ha ApCOHa.

— To, yTo BBl Ha3blBaeTe YEPHOM KPENoCThblO, ECTh
He 4TO MHoe, KaK Kopabnb Ha CeBepHoM mnoJtoce. He
YTO MHOE, KaK TPaHCMHUTTepHas 6a3a, U UX MOryT ObITb
COTHM Ha 3eMJe.

IMpowno Bpems, MOKa OHa 3aMeTUJIa Bceobliee
MosiyaHue. Ellle yepe3 HecKoJbKO ceKyHa Yeputu
MOHs/Ma, MOYeMy BCE BOKDYr He CBONAT C Hee IJia3.

— Tbl cka3ana «Mbi»? — cnpocua KeHT. — Yto THI
nMeewb B BUay? EcThb elle Takue Xe, Kak Tbl?

-— Ja, — ckasajna UYepuTtu ¥ cpa3y Xe MHCNpaBHU-
Jlach, TokayaB rojoBoii. — TouHe€ roBops, HeT. §l
IyMalo, HeT.

Ona 3aMonyasia, HO MOTOM Hauyajla TUXUM YBEpeH-
HbIM TOJIOCOM pacCcKa3blBaTb.



IJIABA 4

Ha n6y Kaitna nexana 4bs-TO pyka, y3Kasl, XO-
JlonHasi ¥ OYeHb Jierkas — BO3MOXHO, pykKa peGeHKa.

Kakoit-To mym: rojoca, HO JajieKko, TaK 4YTO He-
MOHATHO, O YeM TrOBOpST, LUarH, cMex — OOBIYHBINI
LIYM MOBCEAHEBHOI XU3HM YeJIOBEYECKOTO HOCCJ’ICHMH
Hwukako#t onacHocCTH.

Kain oTkpbin rnasa. [losie 3peHust orpaHUYeHo, U
B MepBbli1 MOMEHT OH MbITaICS CHOKYCUPOBaTh B3IJISA:
BCE pa3MbITO, MpayHO, BCe B KpacHoit abiMke. KTo-TO
PAOOM 3arjIsHYJl eMy B JIMLIO U MPOBeJ PYKoit no noby.
Y Hero xap. IlpuKocHOBeHME Y3KOH JIalOHM ObUIO
npuaTHbIM. Kaitny yXXacHO XOTeJIOCh MHUTh.

— Tbl NoHuMaelib MeHs?

~ Tonoc 3Byyan oyenb Monopmo. Ka#n cnabo KuB-
HYJI, HEKOTOpPO€ BpeMsi OH KOppPEKTHPOBal Bhlllie[Liee
U3-noA KOHTpoJis 3peHue. C JIerKUM YOMBJIIEHHMEM OH
MOAMETHJI, KaKHUX YCHJIMI 3TO CTOMJIIO.

PasaMbITOE CBET/IOE MSATHO Nepel HUM MOCTENeHHO
npuHsno ¢opMy y3Koro, o6paMJIEHHOTO YepHO#M KO-
HOM BOJIOC OO TJieY JIMLa, NpearnoioXHUTENbHO, JIMLa
neBouky. OH XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TOJIOC He Cly-
wancsa. [opno nepecoxro M oTexino. 2Kaxaa JHLIb
ycwiuBaja 6OJIM B Tele.

— ITomoxau, — ckasano oHoe cyulecTBo. — A npu-
Hecy TeGe Bonbi. He nBuraiics.

BcraB, oHa ucue3na M3 Mons 3peHHs, HO He Io-
KHHYyNa XWXUHBL. Kaiin cipllian ee BO3HIO CrpaBa OT
cebs.
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OO6ecrnoKoeHHO OH mpucaywancs kK cebe. Ilage-
HHUEe 1 OOMOpOK ObLIM 3arporpaMMUPOBAHbI; YETbIpE,
MaKCHMYM MATbh YacCOB OH B Xapy 6penui, npon3Hocs
CJIOBa, KOTOpble MENAaHTUYHO KOHTPOJHUPOBAJIO €ro
HUKOTIa He ApeMiiollee noaco3HaHue. OH 3HaJ, 4TO
yXe 3aBoeBaJl AOBepHe 3eMJIsIH: 6EcCBsI3HbIE CJIOBa U
OOpbIBKM (pa3 CBMAETEJLCTBOBAJIIM O TOM, YTO OH
MMEHHO TOT, Ha Koro rnoxox. Kaitn 6sicTpo npokpy-
TUJI B YMe BCE CKa3aHHoOe B Opeay M AOBOJIbHO MoAMe-
TWI, YTO He JOMYCTHJ HM eOuHOit owinbku. OmHako
He BCe MPOUCXOAWIO TaK, KakK 6bl xotenoch. OH M3HY-
peH HaMHOro GoJibllie, YeM MO3BOJISUIOCh, U OYEHb XO-
Ten nuTb. M3-3a HemocraTka BOABI OENO TMPUHHUMAaIO
onacHblii 06opoT. B npaBoit HOre nyJjbCHpOBaIa CUIb-
Hasi 60oJb.

Kaiin ckOHUEHTpHUpOBaJICS M 4epe3 napy CEeKyHI
YCTAaHOBWJI, YTO HOTa ciiomaHa. Heckonbko pa3s, npu-
YyeM OCKOJIKM KOCTEil BDE3aiMCh B TKAHM W YXE Bbl-
3BUIM BocnajieHWe. [lageHue ¢ MOTOLIMKIA TOBJIEKIIO
3a coboit 6osiee cepbe3HbIe MOCAEACTBUS, YEM OH Ipea-
nosiaraii.

Ho yuep6 nonpapuM. Euie npexae yem yenose-
yeckHil peGeHOK BepHyJics ¢ obelllaHHo# BomoM, Kaiin
aKTHBU3MPOBAl HEKOTOpble He3alefiCTBOBaHHBIE 3a-
IMTHBIE MEXaHU3MBI CBOETO Teja, NMoMoralollue crpa-
BUTbCS C MHGeKMelH 32 HeCKONbKO yacoB. OmHOBpe-
MEHHO OH OCTOPOXHO Hauyajl npouecc JieyeHHusa. B
MpaBoii Hore OLUYLIAJIOCh [JlyXoe MOLUUMNEBIBaHUE, 60J1b
HcYe3sa, CJIOBHO ee ¥ He 6buo. Kaitn Mor Gbl Bbie-
YUTH MEepesioM 3a HECKONBKO MMHYT, HO 3TOro aenatb
Henb3s. OH 3aBoeBaJl JOBEpHE JIIOAEH, HO eMy HYXHa
eule ¥ UHPoOpMauUs.

JeBouka BepHyJjach, nepxa oGeMMH pyKaMH He-
rTy60KYI0 AepeBSIHHYIQ valry ¢ Bogoil. OCTOPOXHO OHa
OINyCTWJIach PSAAAOM C HUM Ha KOJIEHH, MOCTaBUJIa Yyally
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M NpOCYHYyJNa pyKy NOJ ero 3aTbUIOK, YTOOBI MpHITOA- -
HATb rONIOBY. 3aTeM [PYroii pyKoi B3sla yauly W Mnof-
Hecjia K ero ry6am.

— Bor. Ileit, HO ocTOopoXHO. ManeHbKHMH TJIOT-
KaMHu. Xopoiiio?

Kaitn Hayan nute. Boaa 6bu1a OTBpaTHUTENBLHOM Ha
Bkyc. Tennasi, 3aTxylags M mosiHa BO3OyAuTeNeil pa3-
JUUHbIX 6one3Heit. Kaitny oHa 6blla He OYeHb HE06-
XOUMa Temnepb, KOTAa OH, MOAHOCTbIO KOHTPOJMPYS
CBOE TeJIO, MOr 3aIeiiCTBOBaTh pe3epBHble 3anachl
XHMIKOCTH U YCTPAHUTD YIPOXAIOIIUii HEJOCTaTOK BOJbI
B opraHu3me. HecMoTpss Ha 3TO, OH MUJ OONABLUMMH
XagHBIMM IJIOTKAMH, TaK YTO JAEBOYKAa HAKOHEL IOKa-
yajia rojIoBOM M, C COXaJeHHWeM B3ZOXHYB, OTHsNa
yaury.

— He Tak 6bICcTPO, — cKasajia oHa. — Tbl moay-
YUILb, CKOJILKO XOU€llb, HO:MUTh HYXHO MeJIEHHO.

— Iuth, — npouwenTtan Kain mpoxaluuM rojo-
CcoM.

— 3Halo, — CcKa3al MaJleHbKHi1 rymMaHoua. — Y

Te6s1 xap. Ho CrteHnu 3anpeTtun naBaTth Tebe MHOro
BOIBI, MTOKa He NpoBeAeT obcnenoBanue. Thl Jexa
6e3 Co3HaHMA NBEHaALAThb YacoB.

JBenanuath yacoB? Kain ucnyrancs. Bapoe 60b-
e, 4yeM oH AyMan. Yro-to umo He Tak. Ero Tteno
NOBPEXOEHO CHUJIbHEE, YeM MOTMYCTHMO.

JleBoyka 3aMeTHNa ero MCNyr M, KOHEYHO Xe,
HeNnpaBWJIBHO HMCTOJIKOBaJIa.

— He Bonnyiica, — 6picTpo mobGaBwia oHa. — Thbl
BHE onacHOCTH. CTeHJIM ;— XOpOUIUii Bpay, — JeBOUKa
BcTasla. — Sl ceityac MO30BY €ro, Xopoliuo?

Kaitn xuBHyn. [JdeBoyka oGompsiolle yasIGHYIach,
MOBEPHYNACh U BBILUIA U3 XMXHUHBDI.

JBeHanuath yacoB? OH He Mor JiexaTh B JIMXO-
panKe Tak Ioiro. A Bpad — TakK, HaBepHOe, Ha 3TOM
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TJlaHeTe Ha3biBalOT OMOXMMHUKOB. UTO OH Aejsall U 4TO
BoisicHun? Kaitn 3Han, yto ero ocMoTpenu JiMilib Ger-
so. Ha nepBblit B3rsiA OH HHUYEM He OTIMYAICH OT
KOPEHHBIX XWUTENEH TIJIaHeTbl, HO YeJIOBEKY, pa3bu-
paBlueMycss B Guosiornu, MoriM GpocUTLCS B IJlasa
HEKOTOpble pa3jiMuus.

Kaitn BHMMarenbHo npucaywancs k cebe. [Mono-
3peHue MOATBEPAUIOChH: B €ro Tejleé HaXOAMJIUCb MHO-
poaHble cy6ctaHuMU. TIpUMMTHBHBIE XMMHKAThI, KO-
TOpble BBEN Bpay, MbITasiCb CHU3WUTbL TeMmepaTypy H
crabunusnposaTh obuiee cocrogHue. Ho moctur o6-
paTHoro — Kaitn He GbUI 4YEJIOBEKOM, XOTh M BBIIJISA-
‘AeNn KaK MeCTHble XuTeau. OnacHble 4yXable XUMH-
KaTbl NMPOHUKIM B €ro TEJIO U BBI3BAIM YIrpoXalollylo
necrabunusaumio. Kaitn Ge3yyacTHO KOHCTaTMpOBall,
yto eaBa He yMep. OH GBICTPO BbIBEJ Te OpraHUYec-
KHe Silbl, KOTOPbIMM IyMaHOMIbl 4YyTh He NOryounu
ero, HO TLLATEJbHO NMPOCEAWI 32 TeEM, YTOObl BO-BHELI-
HeM 06JIMKEe HHUYEero He M3MEHWIOChH.

Kaiin Bce elwe BbimsgeNn ckopee Kak Tpymn, 4eM
KaK >XHBOW 4elOoBEK, KOorja pebeHOK BepHyJCs B CO-
NPOBOXAEHHHU B3POCIBIX: ABOMX MYXYMH M XEHIUU-
Hbl. OOMH M3 MYXYUH, He NMPOMU3HECs HHU CJIOBa, Cell
psagom ¢ KaitioM, notporan ero jio6, ocMOTpe) r1asa
M ollynan TOHKMMH NajbLiAMM TYro 3aGMHTOBaHHYIO
Hory. Kaiin pewmn, yto 3To U ectb CTeHIN.

— Bce BHIIISAMT He TaK YX IUIOXO, — CKa3aj Bpay,
3aKOHYMB obcnenoBaHue. — Xyaulee nosaau. Bel kpen-
KW MapeHb, HE TakK JIKU?

Fonoc ero 3ByyajJl HEMHOrO HEYBEPEHHO. Kaitn
crpocun cebs, He NOoNO3pEBAIOT JIH €ro B YEM-TO.
Bo3MOXHO, OH mocnelwul ¢ Bei3gopoBieHHueM. CKo-
pee BCEro, CienyeT INpH IepBOM Xe yNOOHOM cilydae
yOoMTb 3TOro Bpauya. '
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— HopmanbHo. {1 uyBcTBYlO cebsi... HEMHOIO JIy4-
e, — NPOU3HEC OH BCJYX.

Bpau MpoHWYHO YynbIGHYCS.

— OnpenenenHo. Ceityac Bbl BCTaHETE W MoiaeTe c
KOPHSIMH BBIDBIBaTb AepeBbsi, Aa? — OH OMATb YXMbUIb-
HYJICS M BCTal, YCTyMasi MECTO OPYTMM FyMaHOWOaM.

Kaitn BHMMaTenbHO mocMoTpen Ha HuX. Myx-
YHHaA — CTapUK, JOXHBAIOLIHI MOCNEAHIO YeTBEepThb
OTBEIEHHOTO €My BpeMeHM; XEHLIMHa HaMHOro Mo-
Jjoxe, HO ybuTasi. ropeM, pyku Bce B pybuax. Ee
IBUXEHUs OblinM Gosee OBICTPBIMHM, YEM Y MYXYH-
Hbl, B3rJsia TBepxe. BHe coOMHeHHs, OHa Haubojee
onacHa.

— 51 — OHTOHHU. D10 — Crennu u JIus. Moxere
FOBOPDMTb? — NPOMU3HEC CTapHK. '

XKeHuwmHa npoposxana monuatb. Kaitn 4yBcTBO-
BaJl €€ HejOBepHe.

— lne 5?7 — cnpocun oH.

— MoxeTr GbiTh, CHayajla Bbl OTBETHTE Ha Mapy
HallUKX BOTPOCOB, MpeXIe YeM 3a7aBaThb UX CaMOMY, —
pe3Ko BcTaBwia XeHlunHa. — Krto BbI? UTo nenaere
3gech y Hac?

— 51 — Kaitn. Meus 3oyt Kain. 1 vy Ckan-
nepa.

B rnasax My>XYMHBI OTYETJIMBO YHTAJIOCh JOBEPHE,
JIMLIO XEHIUWHBI OCTAIOCHh HEMOABHXHBIM.

— Kro0 3T0? — cnpocuna oHa.

Kaiin B3goxHyn. C TpyaoM OH MpPUMNOAHSNCA Ha
JIOKTSIX, TIOMBITAICS cecTb, HO CHOBAa, ynajg. Cun He
6pu10. TemnepaTypa euie o4yeHb Bbicoka. OH JMWUIb
HEMHOrO CHHU3HJI ee.

— IMocywaitte, JIus. 1 noHMmMalo, B He HOBepsi-
ete MHe. Ho y Hac HeT BpeMeHM Ha Mrpbl. S mosxkeH
Halitn Ckajnepa M OCTaIBHBbIX.
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— HJonxubl? — JIu3 ToHKO yabiGiiynace. — A 3a-
yem?

— TlOTOMY UTO OHM B OMAcHOCTH, — C TPYAOM
nporoBopun Kaitn. — [loxanyiicta, 5 10JXeH Hai-
TH HX.

— Bbl HUKyna He mnonnere, — rnpepBan ero CreH-
Ju. — To, uTo BHI ellle XUBBI — 3TO NPOCTO Uyno, MOWH
noporoii. Bbl 6yaere jiexaTh 3ech €lle MO KpaWHeHn
Mepe Henelo.

— Yepes Henemo Ckaanep u Yeputu JIakpa OyayT
yXXe MEepTBbl, — CIOKOITHO cKa3an Kaitn.

— YT0 3TO 3HayMUT? — OTO3BajNach JIus.

Kaitn nmomMeminn c oTBeToM.

— 51 Bce BpeMs nbiTalochb OOBACHUTHL BaM 3TO.
IOaHuenb nocnan no ux cieny yenoseka. [Ipodeccuo-
Hasia. 51 [OMKeH mnpeayrnpeauTbh MX.

— Ja? — HenoBep4YMBO NPOTsHYyNa JIu3. — A ecnu
Bbl U ecTb TOT camblii npodu? Hy, Tak npocro, npen-
cTaBUM cebe...

Kaitn B3moxHyn.

— Tormna s 6bi1 Obl MOJHBIM HAMOTOM, MpHEXaB
CloZla MOJIyMEPTBbIM M DUCKYS, YTO Balll MSCHHUK IpPH-
KOHYHUT MEHSI, — BCNbUIMJ OH.

CteHnu yxMbinbHyscsi. Kaisr BoiGpas npaBUIbHBIH
ToH. OH Xopoulo urpan poisb lapka. llapku He oT-
JIMYaJIMCh M3BICKAHHOCTBIO MaHep.

— IMocaywaiite BHUMATENbHO, — MPOMOJIXWI OH
yepe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMs. — A mymalo, YTO OHHM GBUIH
B AepeBHe. SI onMH M3 HUX. Mbl pasfaeiMInCh, HO JO-
FOBOPWIHKCH 3[1€Chb BCTPETHTbCS.

B cienyolinii MOMEHT OH MOHSUJI, YTO COBEPLUMI
oMOKy. DHTOHH YIMBJIIEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hero, a He-
nosepue Jlu3 eue GoJbllie BO3pOCIO.

— 3mecp?
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— B nepBoM uesioBeyeCKOM MOCEIECHHH B I0XKHOM
HanpasiieHUH, — rpy6o 6pocun Kain. — Mmr...

JIM3 3HEepruyHbIM ABWDKEHMEM PYKM TpHKa3ajia eMy
MOJTYaTh.

— O’keit, — ckasana oHa. — Ilpeanonoxum, 3Tto
npaBaa. Kto Bbi? Ecnu Bbl OOMH M3 HMX, TO MoYeMy
otctain? Ckapaep ¥ oCTajibHble MPOLWIH 34€Ch Heae-
JIIO Ha3ag.

OTKpPOBEHHbI OTBET Ha MrHOBEHHE OLIapallui
Kaitna. Ho oH noHsan, yto JIu3 HUYEM He PHUCKYET.
Ecan oH pacT JIOXHBI OTBET, OHa YOBET €ro.

— PacckaxuTte Bce cHayaja, — MOMPOCHI DHTO-
HU. — Mbl BepMM BaM, HO JOJDKHBI BO BCEM pa3o-
6paTbcs.

JIuz 6pocusia Ha HEro paccepXeHHBIH B3N,
DHTOHHM NPOUTHOPUPOBAT €ro M obonpsiolle YJIbIG-
Hyacs Kaitny.

— HUrak...

— Xopowo, — Havan Kaitn. — Mpl pa3aenince.
A... octancsa B ropoge, 4To6bl Koe-4yTo 3ab6path. Cnyc-
TA HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl, IPMMEPHO 4Yepe3 4ac, Koraa s
yXe cobpascsi exaTb, MOSSBUIMCH TUIaHEDHI.

Kaitn roBopun Tak, CJIOBHO 3TH BOCNIOMHWHaHMA
NPUYHMHAJIU €My yXacHyio 6ob. JInuo JIM3 Huyero He
Bhipaxasio. Ho B rnaszax DHTOHM, CTEHIH U JEBOYKH
OH BHMJEJ COYYBCTBHE. [JpoXalllMM rojiocoM, co B3IJisi-
oM, o6pallieHHBIM B MYCTOTY, OH TIPOAOJDKA:

— 3T0 ObUTO yXacHO. OHM... pacCCTpEeJIMBAIM Bce
XUBO€. MBL... oTcTynwiK. HekoToprle MbITAUCH MPO-
pBaThCsl, HO BCeX cxBaTWiIH. [locnegHume ocraBluuecs
B XHBBIX 3aMOJ3JIH B NONBAJILL.

Kaitn 3amMonyai, cneuHalbHO ciejaB naysy, CJOB-
HO eMy GbUIO TSIXKEJI0 BOCCTaHABJIIMBaTh B NMaMATH Kap-
THHBI TIEPEXUTOrO.
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— Yro xe nanbuie? — cnpocuna JIus.

— IMoToM MNOsIBUAUCH MypaBbH, — MPOLUENTa] OH. —
Hx 6bum cothHu. OHM ouenwin ropon. U... obeicknBa-
Y IOM 32 JOMOM. Mbl GOpOJIHCH, HO... X BbUTO CHLI-
KOM MHoro. MypaBbM Bcex nepebuu.

— Bcex?

Kaitn kusHyn. ITotom nokasan Ha 3a6MHTOBaHHOE
MJIeyo.

— MHe noBes3no, BOT M Bce. MeHs NMOACTPENWIH,
HO 51 YOMJN 3TOro NpOKISTOrO MypaBbsl, MpexIe 4YeMm
OH NpUKOHYUN MeHs. [locne 3toro... — oH cbwics,
©eCnoMOILHO NMOOHSI PyKU. — Sl He 3Halo, KaK J0Jro
octaBajicsi 6e3 co3HaHUSl. MoxeT ObIThb, Mapy 4acos,
MOXeT ObiTb, HECKOJIbKO AHei. OHU 4ynoM He 3aMe-
TWIX MeHs. HaBepHoe, moaymMaiu, YTo i MEPTB.

— A nanbwe?

Kaitn HekoTopoe BpemMss cMoTpen MuUMoO JIu3 B
MyCTOTY.

— OTo ObIIO BYepa... HET, M03aByepa, — npolien-
Tan oH. — Sl... Halwen Boay, HeMHoro mMopdus, 4yTo6s
3arnywuTh 6onb. HyxXHo GBUTO ye3xaTb. MypaBbM yxe

yuuii. M1 TyT npusemiusics mnnaHep.

— Yro 32 nyiaHep? — HegoOBepuMBO cripocuia JIus.

Kaitn ucxooun M3 TOro, YTo TpaHCIOPTHBINA IJia-
Hep MpoJieTal HajJ TNOCEJKOM, HO He 3HaJl, KakuM
KypCOM.

— Csoero pojia... IMCK, OrpOMHOro pasmepa. S Ta-
Koro elie HUKoraa He Buaen. OTTyda BBILUIM HECKOJIb-
KO MypaBbeB M MOTOM... — OH MocMoTpen Ha JIu3, cnos-
HO caM He BepwI B TO, YTO ropopwi. — [ymalo, 31O
6bu1 caM [IaHunens. YenoBek B YEpHOIt ofexe, cO 3Ha-
KoM MopoHa. B mo6oM ciryyae, Kakoi-T0 HayaJIbHHK.
OH 6bl1 He oaMH. PsimoM ¢ HMM MypaBeit u yenoBek.
CJibllIaJI, O YEM OHHM TOBODWIH.
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— DTO MU ObIN1 TOT OXOTHHUK, O KOTOPOM BBl YIMO-
MuHanu? — HenoBepye JIM3 Ka3ajoch HEMpOOHBaEeMbIM.

— Ja. 5 He 3Hal0, KTO OH HJIM 4YTO, HO 4... AO-
mxeH npeaynpeauts Ckagnepa.

ToHkaa ynbi6ka nosiBMAach Ha Jauue JIus.

— C yero Bbl B35JIM, YTO OAMH HEJIOBEK CMOXET
HaWiTu Ckapnepa? [1aHMeNnb U ero MypaBbM HE CMOTIJH
3TOro cAeiarh.

— OH He OOBIYHBIIA YeNoBeK, — 3aynpsMWiCH
Kaiin. — 51 He 3Halo, KTO OH, HO 3ToO... CBOEro pojaa
YyesloBeK-HLeifKa, — OH B BOJHEHUH TMOLHSJ PyKH. —
[Mocnywaiite, JIns, a wen 3a HUM. INapa Hawux pe-
64T cnpsTajiuch B ropax, U oH Hawen ux. He 6buio
JNaxe CJeAoB, HHYEro, YTO MOIJIO BBIAATh MX YKpbI-
THe. A OHO CYMTAJIOCh HaJleXHbIM. EMy XBaTWIO MeHb-
e yaca, 4ToObl BbicneauTh UX. OH yowma Bcex.

DHTOHM yCTaBWJICA Ha Hero, JIuz monyana. [lo-
TOM crnpocuia:

— M Bbl nymaete, oH npecnenyet Ckannepa?

— 51 ysepen! — BocknukHya Kaitn. — I[MpokiusaTse,
HeyXeJIM Bbl He TTOHMMaeTe, YTO Bbl TOXE B OINacHOC-
TM? OH npuaet ciona. 1 exan 9epTOBCKH GLICTPO, HO
IyMalo, YTO HEHaMHOTro OTopBaics OT Hero. OH ybber
Bac Bcex!

— He Beplo, — criokoitHo npousHecna.JIuz. — Mbl
He TaK yX 6e33allUTHbI, — OHa obBepHysach K DHTO-
HHM. — BpICcTaBb MOCT.

ITocne Toro kak DHTOHHM ypanuics, JIu3 cHoBa
obpartunace k Kaitny: .

— (PaHTaCTHYECKYI0O MCTOPHIO BBl HaM pacckasaliu.

— Ho aTo npaena, — ynpsimo ckasai Kain. — [Ipo-
KJIATbE, €C/IM Bbl MHE HE BEpUTE, TO XOTA OBl mouuIu-
Te Koro-Hubyap K Cxamgepy, YToObl NpemynpeaHTb.
MoxeTe maxe He FOBOPHTb MHe, Tlle OH.
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JIn3 3aAyMyYMBO CMOTpEJia Ha HEro HecKOJIbKO ce-
KYH[, NoXana rjeyamu, rnoBepHyJach M Mnoluia K ABe-
pu. [ToToM ocTaHOBHJIACH.

— Mbl noaymaem. Ecnu Balua MCTOpUsi NMOATBEp-
IMTCA, TIOCMOTPHM, YTO JeJiaTh Aaiblle.

Kaitn B3rnssHyn Ha Hee C HaWrpaHHbIM THEBOM,
HO HUUYEro He ckKasal.

— He oGuxaittecb, — ckaszan Crennu. — Jiusz —
3TO BOIUIOUlEHHAs TNOAO3PUTENbHOCTL. bBe3 Hee Hac
BCEX YXe He GbUTo Obl B XHBBIX.

CTEHAN HEMHOro MOMOJIYal, CJOBHO OXHWAAN OT-
Bera Kaiina.

— He urpaeT ponu, — HaKOHel MPOU3HEC OH ApY-
rMM TOHOM. — BepuM Mbl BaM HIM HET — C TakKoH
HOTOM Bbl BCTaHeTe He paHbllle YeM uepe3 Henesio
WIM Be, — OH MOBepHy/cs K neBouke: — Thl ocra-
HElbCsl 31eCh M NMPHUCMOTPHILL 33 HUM, xopoiuo? A
3aiily HEMHOIO MO3Xe.

Kaitn xpaHun MosyaHnue, floKa Bpay He YLIe.
IMoToM MemNeHHO NMOBEpPHYJCS K JEBOYKE M MOKayal
roJIoBOM.

— Yto ¢ HuMH? OHM He B cebe uau paboTaloT Ha
MypaBbeB?

_ HdeBouka yabIOHYyJIach, HO Kak-TO 6oje3HEHHO.

— Thl DOJKEH MX MOHATh, — CKa3ajla OHa, NMOJAOM-
ns onuxe. — Xovyews eue Boabl? — Kaitn KMBHYN M
JIeBOYKa CHOBa Jana eMy NuTb. — OHU uckanu Ckaj-
nepa. YOUIM TpOMX HALUMX M CHAIMIHM OOHY M3 XH-
XHH. JIn3 Gonblue HUKOMY He noBepsieT. Ho oHa 3Ha-
€T, YTO Thl TOBOPHIUL MpPaBAy.

Kaiin yauBieHHO MOOHSA TIJa3a.

— Tel 6penun, — obbsACHHMNA AeBOYKa. — A6Co-
JIIOTHO 6€CCBA3HO, HO TEMepb B 3TOM MOSIBUJICS CMBICI.
S nymaro, oHa BepuT Te6e. Ho oHa oyeHb OCTOpOXHaA.
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U Crennun npaB. Tbl He cMOXelllb B TaKOM COCTOSI-
HUU HMYEro cheNaTh.

— 51 Mory exatb, — ynpsamo npousHec Kaiin. — C
MOei MalllMHOW Bce B nopsiake?

JleBouka moxaja rJieuami.

— 51 B 3TOM He pa3bupaioce. Ho aymaio; ma. Ho
3TO HUYero He MeHsieT. C Takoi HOroi Thl He CMO-
Xelllb exaTb, MOBEPb MHe.

— Ho kT0-TO Xe nonxeH npemynpeauts Ckaane-
pa, — Hactaua  Kain.

OH roBOpHJI O4YeHb TUXO, HO YTO-TO B €ro TOHE
M3MEHUJIOCh, HIOAHCHI, KOTOpbIE NE€BOYKa HEOCO3HaH-
HO ynaBJMBajla U KOTOpbIE OKa3blBaJIM Heobxoaumoe
Bo3aeitcTBue. CBoero poga runHo3. Hegosepue neBoy-
KH{ MOCTENEeHHO Tasiho.

— 4 3Halo, — ckKa3ajla OHa.

— 3BY4YMT MHoroob6elamplue, — CMATYHICH
Kaitn. — S, BuanMo, 3acTpsiHy 3[eCb HaJOJIr0, HO Thl
1M03aGOTHHILCA O TOM, YTOOBI KOro-HHMOYAb Mociaalu K
Ckannepy. Ipeaynpenute ero. U yxomute orcioaa,
MoKa He MOsIBUJICS 3TOT YOWiiua.

JeBouka Moayana. OHa BbIMIsIgENa OlLEJOMJIEH-
Ho#. [loTOM c COMHeHHMEM TMOKayajla rojIoBOJ.

— A cpenaro 31O, HO...

— Tbl He poBepsielllb MHe!

lonoc Kaitna 3Byyan obuxeHHO, HO 6e3 ympeka.
HecMmoTpa Ha 3TO, OH 3Haj, YTO BhI3BaJ B pebeHKe
4YBCTBO BMHBI. Ha 3THX ryMaHOMIOB TaK JIETKO MOB-
JIHUSATD.

— Jla HeT Xe, — cKa3aja OHa.

JeBouyka HepBHO ynbiGHYyJNach, BHE3alIHO MNOBEp-
HyJIaCb M MOYTH MCIyraHHO MOCIelWIa K IBepH, CJIOB-
HO Gosinach, YTO MX MOACHYILIAIOT.

— Ho?

75



— Onun ObUIM 3[€Ch, — 3aNMHAasCh, PaccKa3blBajia
oHa. — Ho JIu3 He 3HaeT, rae oHu Tenepb. Ckanuep
cKka3say, Tak Oyner aydywe. OHU XOTelu exaTb Ha BOC-
TOK. i

— Ha no6epexse?

JeBouka HeyBEpeHHO MoOXajia MjevamMu.

— He 3Hato. Kapnuk, conpoBoXxnpaoliuii Ux, pac-
CKa3biBal O KaKMX-TO MsATeXHHKax. HO HUKTO TO4HO
He 3HaeT, Tie MX MOXHO HaiTH.

Kaiin HekoTopoe Bpemsi Monyan. OH He 4yBCTBO-
BaJl pa3ouyapoBaHHs. Y Hero GbUl ciel — He O4YeHb
YeTKHU#, HO BCe Xe Nyylue, ueM Huyero. Het npuumH
3gech Gonbuie 3amepxuBaThesi. OH 3Han, JeBOYKa ro-
Bopuia mnpasay. OH caM Obl TaK MOCTYMHJI Ha MecCTe
Ckanpnepa u Jlaiipa. _

Kaiin peiBKOM cein. JleBoyka Mcnyrajach — U 3a-
CTblIa, YBUIEB, KAKHE YXXaCHble U3MEHEHUS! MPOMCXO-
AWIN C HHUM.

JInuo Kaitna pasrnagunocs. Cnefpl XXapa M Xax-
bl MCYE3JIM 3a CeKyHAbl. BHe3anHoO mponaiu uipaMbl
Ha pykax. Cepas moBsi3ka Ha Iuleyax 3aJBUraJach,
C/IOBHO XMBOE CYLUECTBO, KOrja noi Heil Hayajla 3a-
TArMBaTbCSl paHa. ) )

OH He Dai AeBOYKE OaXe BCKPUKHYTh. YOuB ee,
Kaitn BcTan M CKOHLUEHTPMPOBaA CBOM CHIbl B OJIH-
Xailue HECKONIbKO MHUHYT Ha TOM, YTO BBbUIEYMJI CJIO-
MaHHYI0 HOTy. 3aTeM BBILUE] M3 XVDKHHBI.

Yepe3 nosyaca B MaIEHbKOM HOJIMHE HUKOTO He
OCTJIOCh B XMHBBIX.



II4ABA 5

HeHsep, cronunua wtata Konopano, sexain B pyu-
Hax. [oppass NMHUS rOpU30OHTa CO CTPEMHBILUUMHCS
BBbICH HeOockpebGaMH Mcyesjla BMECTE C YXOXEHHBIM
6oraThbiM KBapTaJIOM, OKDPYXaBILMM TOpPOJ.

3penviue paspylieHuit paHuno YepuTtH GosbHee,
yeM eif XOTeJloch B 3TOM Npu3HaTbcs. HU ocTanbHble,
HHU Jluaus, yac Ha3al C ropeyblo pacckasbiBaBllasi, BO
YTO 3aXBaTYMKH IPEBPATHIIM €€ POAUHY, HE CMOIIM
66l MOHATH ee. MoXeT ObITb, MOTOMY, YTO OHa ObLiIa
€MHCTBEHHOM, KTO 3HaJl 3TOT FOpPOA APYTHM.

— 310 TaMm, — Jluaus nokasaja Ha 3JaHUe Ha apy-
TOM CTOPOHE YJIMLbI.

Bonbiuoe, ¢ MHOTOYHCIICHHBIMH OKHaMH, B LIECTh
WIM teMb 3Taxeill. [IBa BEpXHHUX 3TaXa Cropeiu, M
OTpOMHasl ropa merJia JjieXxajla He TONbKO Mo o6erMm
CTOpOHaM JOMa, HO M JOXOAMJIa IO CepeaHHbI yfmuu

— TsBosi kBapTHpa?

Jinous nokavyajiia rojioBOiA.

— Ksaptupa moeit cectpel. I He Mory moWTH no-
Moit. OHHM 3HAIOT, YTO S chenaja. MeHsl MIUYT.

YepuTH CHOBa CKOHLEHTpHpOBaJla BHMMaHHE Ha
31aHUU. BOKpyT ObUIO CITOKOHHO, CIOBHO BHIMEP BECH
ropol — TOYHee TO, YTO OT Hero octajiocb. OHU He
BCTPETWIN U HAecaTH yenoBek. Ho Jlupus ee mpenmyn-.
peawna. MQPOH BHHMMaTeNnbHO cieaun 3a BceM. Ho-
Bbie TOCMOJa paspeliajii MHOroe, HO JIKIb OJHOTO He
BLIHOCHJIM: KOTZAa KTO-HMOYOb OKasblBaJl UM COIpO-
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THBJEHUE. I OHM He yCnokoATcs, MoKa CHOBa He
noimarot Jiuguio.

— Yero mbl xaeM? — HeTepneauso cripocun KeHr.

Yeputn O6pocuyia Ha Hero npeaynpexinalolui
B3mIsiA. Bce ¥ Tak ObLIO MOJO3PUTENILHO CMOKOMHBIM.
Jlaxe ecnu HaceneHue JleHBepa — KakK paccKa3blBajia
Jluaus — HaCUUTHIBIO MOYTHU MATb THICSAY XHUTENEH,
OHM JOJKHBI ObLIM BCTPETUTh GoJiblue noaeir. Yro-To
He Tak. [opon clOBHO 3aTaun nbixaHHE B OXHIAHUH
OIMacHOCTH.

— MoxeT 6bITh, MHE MONTH OAHOIH? — cnpocuia
Jinaua. — Ecnu 3pech JoBylika, TO Nonaaych TOJbKO
1. OHM Xe He 3HaloT, YTO Bbl B ropone.

— Yyuwsb, — oro3sancsa I'ypk. — Thi...

— 3aTKHMUCh, KapJMK, — rpy6o npepai ero KeHr. —
Ona npasa.

MuUHyTY OH pasgyMbiBan, rasias Ha Jinauio, mo-
TOM BBITAlUWI M3-NOA KYPTKH TNMUCTOJIET.

— Bort. [Insa noacTtpaxoBku. Mbl nocnenyem 3a To-
60i1, KaK TONABKO Thl Oynelub BHYTPH.

CexyHOoy Mosioaasl XeHIUWHa MeLIHa, Npexae yeM
B3Tb opyXue. [1oToM HeGpeXHO CyHy/a MUCTOJIET Mof
KYPTKY M ObICTPO, HE TrOBOpsi HM CJIOBa, BhIlUJA U3
TEHH IoMa. i

Yeputu, Kenr, 'ypxk 1 Cxkampaep BHMMATENbHO
clefMJiM 3a TeM, KaK OHa mepecekana ynuuy. Jinaus
waa 6e3 crnelwkH, JIEHMBO, CJIOBHO_TNpOTyJHBaJlach,
pa3nyMbiBasi, Kyaa O6bl noiTH euwe. Yeputu Bocxuia-
Jlachb XJIaIHOKPOBHEM 3TO# XeHLMHbI. JIuans, nepe-
XOAMBIUAs YJMLY, KasajloCh, HE MMeJla HUYero obuue-
ro ¢ TOM MOJOAON XEHIUMHON, KOTOPYIO OHU CITac/iu
OT BCagHHMKOB.

BuaoyMo, 0CTOPOXHOCTh Ha 3TOT pa3 ObUla U3NHILL-
Hei. Jluams CNOKOMHO AOCTHIVIa MPOTHBOIONOXHOMN
CTOPOHBI YJIMLB WM CKpbUlach B 3aaHuM. Yepe3 He-
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CKOJILKO MMHYT OHa CHOBa MOsIBWJIACh B ABEPU W Max-
Hyna pykoit. Bce B mopsinke. Jpyr 3a ApyroM OHHM
nocaenoBayin 3a Jluaueir. Yeputn u I'ypk Opinin noc-
JeDTHUMHU, NMpUYEM KapJIMK IepXal ee 3a pyKy, Oyato
IWIM XEHUIMHa ¢ peGeHKOM. YepuTH He 3Hana, 3¢-
dbexTBeH AM UX oOMaH — HEKOro OBUIO NYypayuTh.
Ynuua nycroBajia, Kak B ropose NnpH3pakoB.

HecmoTpss Hu Ha uTo, Ueputn c obGneryeHuem
B3JOXHYJla, KOTJa OHM BOLWIM B OMNYCTEBIUIWH XOJA
6biBIIero HeGockpeba. I'ypK BHIAEPHYJI PyKY U COpBall
C TOJIOBbl COJIOMEHHYIO UUIssny, npu 3ToM KeHT u
Ckagiep yCTaBWIMCh Ha HErO C HECKpbIBaeMBIM 3JI0-
PaJCTBOM. ’

— 3aueMm cHMMaelub? — A3BUTEJbHO OCBENOMWICS
Kenr.

— OHa T1ebe oyeHb Mmer, — pobaBun Ckanaep.

I'nasa 'ypka MeTany siHOBUTHIE CTpEbl B HHX 000-
UX.

— Ilpukycute sa3bIK, — pasosnwicsa I'ypk. — IToc-
nenuuM Oyny cmesTbcs s, Korga [3Huens...

— Cron, — ckoMaHpoBasia Yeputu. — Bel, Tpoe,
€CTh Jefla TOoBaXxHee. ’

I'ypK mnpoBopuYaj. YTO-TO HEYWIEHOpas3[eJbHOe, a
YeputH mosepHynach K JIuauu.

— TI'me xuBer TBOsI cecTpa?

JInausa ykasaja Ha JIECTHHULLY.

— Ha tpeTbeM 3aTaxe. Hago ObITh OCTOPOXHBIMM.
B 3tom mome XuByT M Apyrue ciyru MopoHa. Unure
3a MHOM, HO THUXO.

— Tbl HM 0 yeM He 3abbUIa HaM pacckKasaTh? —
nposopyan Ckaanep.

Jluaus XoJiogHO B3IJIAHYJIa Ha HEro M OTBEpPHY-
Jlachb. '

YepuTH BHHUMATENIBHO OIIsifiejlaCh MO CTOpPOHaM,
cnepys 3a Jlugueit mo secTHMue. 3AaHHe, BUOMMO,
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npexne ObIN0 FOCTUHHLEH MJIM OTPOMHBIM Cynepmap-
KETOM: Yy ONHOM M3 CTEH €llUe COXPaHWJCS NMPUJIABOK M
naTh TMQPTOB, HU OAMH U3 KOTOPLIX ceiiyac He pabo-
Tan. Ha noToske M CTEHax OCTAIMCb MHOTOYMCIIEH-
Hble cliefIbl OT MNoXapa, a TaKXe COTHHU AbIp pa3MepoM
C KyJlaK — CBUIETENbCTBO CiyuMBLIeiCS 3aech Gopb-
6b1. Ho Be3ae 6blIO MOpPa3UTENIbLHO YUCTO M JaxXe Cae-
naH peMoHT. [Mo kpaiiHeit Mepe, NI0AM; XHUByLIUE
30eCb, MOMBITAINCh NPUAATh CTPOSHHUIO BUI XHIOTO.
noma. Korna oHM NMOAHSNINCHL Ha JIECTHUYHYIO KIIETKY,
TO YBUAG/AM NMapy KapTHH Ha CTeHe, a Ha roJiblit 6eTOH
CTyNEeHeK KTO-TO MOCTE/JIMJI CLUUTHII U3 JIOCKYTOB TO-
JoBUK. Bua 3TOT nonxeH 6bin 6b1 B3GoaApHUTL YepuTtH,
HO JIMIUDL elle GoJibllie OXEeCTOYMII.

OHH MHHOBWIM IBEPb HA BTOPOM 3TaX M MOMdHS-
JUCh Ha TpeTuit. JIunnsa Xxectamu fana NMOHATb, YTO-
6bl OHM OCTAaHOBMJIMCb, OTKpbUIa TSXKENYI0 IBEPb C
MPOTUBONOXApHOW 3alLUUTOX WU, TMPUAEPXaB €€ Iuie-
YoM, Mcuessla B Kopuiope.

Ha sToT pa3 npouuto 6osblie BpeMeHH, Mpexie
yem JIunus BepHynacb. OHa BbIMIsiAeNa B3BOJIHOBaH-
HOM.

— Yt1o Ttam? — cnpocun Kenr.

Jiuaua nomeminia c OTBETOM.

— Cectpa npoma. Ho oHa He oaHa. A cnaslluana
roJioca.

— Ckonpko ux?

Jluausa noxaa rjeyamu.

— He 3Halo. Tpoe, mMoxer ObiTh, ueTBepo. OHM
BO30YXXIEHHO CIOpST.

KeHT BblTalmy aBTOMAT.

— IToyeMy OB HaM He MOYyYacTBOBaTh B UX criope?

YeputH He oTBeTHNIa, U KeHT, KOHEYHO, He XIaj
oT Hee orBeTa. OH TaK Xe XOpOWO, KaK W OHa, 3HaJ,
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YTO MM HeNb3sl 3aCBETUTbCA HU TNPH KaKuX o6cros-
TeJbCTBaX. )

— INMonoxnaem 3nech, — ckasana YepuTH, HEMHOTO.
noaymaB. — Korma-HuGyap aTH roctu yitnyt. Cectpa
BeAb XWBET oaHa?

— AHxenuka — xpuua-llai, — orsetuna Jinaus,
CJIOBHO 3TO BCe€ OOBSCHSIO. ’

3aMeTHB HepoymeBawlnit B3rsaa Yeputu u Ckan-
JIepa, oHa no6GaBuia:

— XKpuubl 06s3aHbl XUTbh OAHH.

— Torpa nonoxaeM 3fgech, — pewnna Yepuru.

— A eciu KTo-HMOYOb npuaer?

— CkaxeM, 4TO TPOBOAWM OMNPOC MO 3aJaHHUIO
KomnaHuM «[lencu-kona», — oTBeTuaa Yepuru.

KeHTt, Ckagaep ¥ Jluauss HEMOHMMAIOLLE YCTaBH-
JIUCL HA Hee, U OHa ‘Mochneilinna Jo6aBUTh:

— HyXHO GbITb OYEHb OCTOPOXHBIMH.

— MoxeT GbITh, HAYHEM C TOTrO, YTO NepecTaHeM
wymetb? — sgoButo nmoametun I'ypk. — Bac, HaBep-
Hoe, cablluHO B camoM Hplo-HMopke.

* ¥k

Kainy xoresnoch nute. OH HaxogusIcs B ITYTH YXe
Gosbllie YETHIPEX YacCOB, M 3araca BOOBI JOJDKHO 6bl
XBaTHTb — YTO-TO HE TaK.

Kaitn nouyBcTBOBaJl HejlagHOE, eaBa MOKHHYB Je-
peBylIKY. B XxMMHuecKoM cocTaBe opraHM3Ma 4YTO-TO
n3MeHunocb. OH Bce elle Blajesl TEJIOM TaK Xe BHP-
TYO3HO, KakK JpYrue. MHCTpyMEHTOM, HO 3TO CTOWJIO
eMy GOJIBIIMX YCHIIUIA, YeM paHblUe.

dakT 3TOT enpa nn B3BosHOBa Kaitna. HecmoTtps
HM Ha 4YTO, OH GBI COBepIEHHbIM CYILIECTBOM M3
TJIOTH ¥ KPOBH. Becriokonao To 06CTOATENBCTBO, YTO
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OH HE MOT ONpENeJUTh NMPUYHHBI U3MEHEHHUit. PaHbl,
HaHEeCeHHble caMOoMy ceGe ycuMeM BOJIM, NaBHO 3a-
TSAHYJIUCb, U OpPraHU3M coOpasl IOCTaTOYHO 3HEPTrUH,
YyTOObl Ha MPOTAXEHHHU HNONTUX AHEH (GYHKLUMOHHUPO-
BaTh O MOSIBJIEHUSA NMPHU3HAKOB aTpouu.

MoxeT ObiTb, €ro OTpaBWJIM T€ JIEKapCTBa, KOTO-
pble MpUMeHs Bpay?

Kaitn He MoOr OOMyCTHTh TaKOi BO3MOXHOCTH. Y
Hero BbipaboTaH MMMYHMTET NMPOTHB OOJIBLIMHCTBA
SIIOB, M3BECTHBIX B 3TOil KOJMOHUM. Kpome Toro, ero
CrelMabHO TOTOBWIM Iisi 3Toro Mupa. He Mmoxer
ObITh, YTOObLI OH TMPOMYCTHI KaKOW-HUOYAb SO WU
BpefdHYylo cybcraHuuio. YTO Xe ¢ HUM mpoucxoguT?

Kain noHsn, yto 6e3 OOMOJHUTENBbHOM HWHGOpP-
MauMy OH He HaWIeT OTBETa, M NpeKpaTHJ TPaTHUTb
Ha 3T0 3Hepruio. OH CKOHLEHTPHPOBAICS Ha CHUM-
ntomax. Kaiin He B3sn1 ¢ coGoii Bombl, MOKWIass ae-
PEBHIO, HO 3TO He IJIaBHas npo6nema. B HeckonbKHX
MMJISIX OT ero Kypca JOJDKEH OBbITb MCTOYHMK. Kaib,
YTO NpMAETCS NMOTEPATh 4aC BPEMEHH, HO OH BCe Xe
u3MeHun Kypc. He urpaet ponu, HaitneT v OH Karu-
TaHa JIaiipa yacoM paHblie MM TNO3Xe, BaXXHO B pe-
LIAIOWMI MOMEHT HE COBEPIUUTH OLUMOKY M3-3a TOro,
4YTO B OpPraHHY3M€ Yero-To He XBaTaeT.

Yepe3 aBaguatb MUHYT Kaitn pob6pasncs no Bonsl,
C/ie3 ¢ MOTOLMKJIA M OCTOPOXHO mornpo6oBai rpss-
HO-KOPDHYHEBYIO XHIKOCTb, OOMaKHYB B Hee KOHYMK
najbua. Boga 6bia oTpaBiieHa, KaK OH M MNpPEANoJ-
araj, ¥ Ha MUHYTy Kaitn BHOBB MOYyBCTBOBaJ Mpe-
3peHHe K rymaHouay no umeHu daHuensb. Eciau ka-
nutaH JIaiipa xoTsi Obl HaNMoOJOBHMHY TaK ONacHa, Kak
oH yTBepxIan — B ueM Kaiin Bce Gonblue U 6osblue
coMHeBancsi, — [IPHuenb ensa Ju cMor Gbl 3ajep-
XaTh ee OTPaBJIeHHOH BONOH. DTHUM OH JHMLUb HaHEC
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HENomnpaBUMbIi yliep6 9KOJIOTMH 30HbI, Belb AL ne#-
CTBOBaJI Ha Bce xuBoe. Kaits pewrnn mociae Bo3Bpa-
LeHUsT MOUCKaTh BO3Jie BOAOE€Ma MEPTBbIX BCaAHH-
KOB MJIM ApPYI¥X, UM NMOAOOHBIX, U NpuBieYb J3Huens
K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

OH BepHyYJICSI K CBOEMY MOTOLIMKITY, B3sUl QIISIXKY
u HanosHun ee. [loroM Hanuics BaoBoab. Ero opra-
HU3MY HE COCTaBMUT Tpyda HeWTpaiu3oBaTh sifl. YTO-
nuB xaxnay, Kaitn noexan panbiue. OH nmoacuuTant, 41o
yepes ABa C HeGOJBIIMM Yaca HaYHET TEMHETh.

HeMmHoro ynauu, ¥ oH Haitmer kanuTtaHa JIaipa.

#* ¥ ¥

IMpuunock xaaTh Gonblie ABYX 4acoB, MOKa rocTH
AHXeNMKM HakKOHel yuUid. 3a 3TO BpeMsl pa3a YeThipe
OHU CABIIANM 32 cOBOM:- CTYK JBEPH M MNpATAIMCH B
KOpuaope, Moka liard He 3aTHxaind. «CyacTbe, — mo-
nymana YepuTH, — 4YTO HUKTO He OOHapyXwl MX NMpH-
CYTCTBMSI».

Bce Tak BHUMaTeJbHO NMPUCIYIIMBAIMCH K LUaram
MO JIECTHULIE, YTO MO3AHO 3aMETHJIM rocTeit AHXeJH-
KU B Kopugope. B camblit mocnemHuit MomeHT ['ypk
npoiienTai npenynpexieHue, U OHH METHYJIUCh Ha
CenyIolMUi 3TaX KaK pa3 BOBpeMsi, TOTOMY YTO IBepb
BHM3Y OTKpbUIaCb M JApPYr 3a JAPYroM BBILJIK OKOJIO
IECATH YeJloBeK, OTYassHHO obcyxnmas yto-To. Yeputu
HE MOHsMa, O YeM OHHM TOBOPWJIH, HO rojioca 3BydYasu
BOBCE "He ApyxeniobHo. OHa BCIMIOMHHJIa O TOM, 4YTO
JIIOAM B-KBapTHUpE CHODHIIH.

IMonoxnaaB i OCTOPOXHOCTH elle Mapy MHHYT,
NoKa CTMXJIM 11ard M rojoca, Yeputu nopana Jinaun
3HaK aBuratecs Brnepen. Beien 3a Jluaueit oum Bo-
WYX B KOPHUAOP.
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Y YepuTH NOABWIOCH Hexopolliee MpeadyBCTBHE.
Bun xopuaoopa noaTBepan ee MPENroJIOXEHHE O TOM,
YTO 3aHHe SABJSJIOCh rocTHHULEeH. Ha cteHax — cne-
Ibl OT noxapa. U Her Hu omHoro okHa. [IpekpacHas
noByika. OHa 3ameTnna, Kak KeHT cynopoXxHo cxai
MoA KypTKO#H CBOW aBTOMaT M 6pocuia Ha Hero rnpe-
AyNpexnamouuil B3rsd.

— Her, — npouenTtana oHa. — MBI NPOCTO TrOCTH,
He Oonblue.

KeHT nompauHen u y6pan- pyKy. Ueputu He Gblia
yBepeHa, YTO OHM MpPaBHUJIbLHO MOCTYMMJIK, B35IB €ro C
co60it. OH CIMLIKOM MOJIOA U HEOMNBITEH, U B pellia-
I01LIMI1 MOMEHT €ro HepBHI MOIJIM He BhbigepxaTtbh. Ho,
B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, 3TO TeppuTopusi KeHTa, © OHU HO-
JXHBI PaioBaTbCsl, YTO UM TMO3BOJIMJIU €r0 COMPOBOX-
AaTth, a He HaobopoT.

[lepen nmocnenHeit OBeppl0 B KOHLE Kopuaopa
JInaus octaHoBMsIach M nmoctydana. Ckaanep npuxal-
cd K creHe, KeHT 3aHs1 He3aMETHYIO0 MO3WLHIO TI0
IpYTYI0O CTOPOHY IBEpH.

Jluaus noctyyana TpM pa3a, HEMHOTrO Noroas pas-
nanuch ward. HeloBOJBHBIA 3BOHKHWI FOJIOC YTO-TO
KPMKHYJN, YepUTH He MOHsJIa, YTO UMEHHO, U MOCJbI-
WAJIOCh 3BAIKaHbE LETMOYKH.

— Hy yto ewe? S xe BaM ckasana... — AHXeIHUKa
OMNpefeNIeHHO OXuJajla YBHAETb KOro-TO JAPYroro H
3aMoJIKJIa, OTKDbIB ABEpb.

AHXeJIMKa BbITJIsgAeNa HaMHOTO CTaplle CECTpBI,
HO He NpOM3BOAMJIA BreYyaTieHUs1 yOUTOro ropem M
H3MY4YEHHOro 4yeyioBeka. TeMHbIe, crajalolme A0 ey
BOJIOCHI, H@ lilee — TOHKasi cepebpsiHas Lienoyka ¢
HEeNMPpUJIHUYHO OrPOMHBIM JParoueHHBIM KaMHEM.
IInaTthe mpocToe, HO XOpOLIO CKPOEHHOE U CTOMJIO,
IOJIXHO OBbITh,. COCTOSIHUSI, NpaBja, Hebosbworo. Ha
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nanplax 6J1ecTeslo HECKOJIBKO TAXENbIX Konel. «Ouye-
BUAHO, — noaymMana YepuTH, — €CTb CBOU MpPEUMY-
ecTsa B TOM, 4YTOObl MOMTH Ha CAYyXOy K OKKyMaH-
TaM. BuauMo, HekoTopble BellM HHUKOTAa He
MEHSIOTCS». )

— Jluams, — npowentasa AHxenuka. — Tw1? Thl...

OHa 3aMosyana. B3rnsim ckonb3Hyn no Yepury,
3ateM 1o ['ypky, BHOBb HaleBllleMy CBOK LUISNY H
CTOSIBLUEMY C OMYLUEHHOM TOJIOBOM.

— Y10 TeGe 3aech HYXXHO? — CNpOCHJIa OHa Nens-
HbHIM TOHOM. — KTO 3TH mioau?

— Bnyctn Hac, AHXenuka, — nonpocwia Jivaus. —
310 MoM Apy3bsa. OHM NOMONIM MHe, a Tenepb HaM
BCEM HY>XHa NMOMOILLb.

— TMoMoump? — rybbl AHXEJIWKH PaCTAHYJIUCH B
XONIOJHOM, HenpusaTHON ynbibke. — [loMolwp B yem?
PazBe Mano Bpesa Thl MpUYMHHIA?

KeHt 6pocun Ha YepuTH BOMpoLIAIOLIMUIA B3IJIsIA.
OHa He oTBeTHIA.

— TMoxanyiicra, DHaxu, — nonpocuna Jinausa. —
Ha MuHYyTOUKY.

IMpownyu 6GeckoHeYHblE CEKYHABI, MPEXAE YeM
AHXeNnHuKa C HECKpbIBaEMbIM HEYIOBOJILCTBUEM COIJIa-
CHJIaChb.

— Hy, xopowo. ¥ Bac ectb nsaTb MHHYT. U He
TPYAMTECh COYMHATH HEeBeposiTHhie McTOpuU. Hu ce-
KyHAo¥# 6osblue.

«YT0 32 MWIOYKa», — moayMana YepuTH U nociue-
nosana 3a Jluaued U ee cecTpoit B KBapTHpY, Nponyc-
Kast 'ypka, cioBHO pe6eHKa, Brepea. He creua oHa
NpU6IM3KuIace K AHXeJIMKe, OOHOM pyKoil obxBaTuia
ee 3a 1I€l0, HAKJIOHMB €€ TOoJIOBY Hasaj, a [pYToi 3a-
Xaja poT. ’

AHxennka Obula TaKk ollapallieHa, YTO Jaxe He
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nbiTajach 3aumuuarteesi. Ho Yepurtn, HecMoTps Ha 370,
Iepxasna ee MepTBO# xBaTkoi, noka Kent n Ckagaep
He BOUUIM B KOMHATy W He 3aKpbulu ABepb. JlHlIb
MMOTOM OHa OCBOOOAMJIa ee POT, HO TYT X€ 3aJIOMHJIA
PYKY AHXEIWUKH 3a CIHUHY.

— Bynewb kpuyaTh, A ciomaio TeGe: pyKy, 30J10T-
e, — cKasaja OHa Apyxejawo6Ho. — [loHsna?

— Ha. MoxeTe OTNyCTUTb ME€Hs, — MpOroBopmia
AHXevKa.
~ Yeputu memiuna. 3ateM nocMmoTpena Ha JIuauio.
Ta xuBHynaa. OTnycTHB Xpully, YepuTn oTCcTynuiaa Ha
war Hasafg.

AHXeNUKa MeJJIEHHO IMOBEpHYy/Jlach M OKHHYJIa
B3rJIAAOM BCEX UeTBepbIX, MOTHpasi ¢ rpuMacoii 6onu
cBOIO PYKy. Ho oHa HMuyero He ckasana, a JIMLUb MO-
BEpHYBLUKCBL K cecTpe, 3J10 6pocuna eit:

— IlpekpacHble y TeOs1 Apy3wsi. la M Thl He Jiyu-
ure. Utak, 4To BaM HyXHoO?

— Bonpocnul 3pece 3agaeM Mbl, — ckasan KeHT.

— Ha? A s-To nymana, 9TO Mosi KBapTUpa, — Ija3a
AHXEJIMKU Helo6po GiecHyH.

KeHT xonoaHO ynbiGHYyNCS.

— Bbl 3abayxnaetech, cymapbiHs. He BoJHY#H-
Tecb — Mbl HeHagoaro. OTBeTUTe Ha Mapy BOMNpO-
COB, U MBI MCYE3HEM TaK Xe ObICTpPO, KaK IMOSIBH-
JIUCh.

— C MeHs XBaTUT, — mpolluvnena AHXeJukKa. —
Y6upaiitecb BOH, Bce! Y Haue s Mo3oBy cTpaxy!

Ona noabexana K wKapYMKy PSIAOM C ABEPBIO U
NpPOTSAHYJIa PYKY K IUIOCKOMY YEPDHOMY SILIHKY.

— Ha Bauiem Mecte g 6bl 3TOro He aenajg, — CKa-
san Ckapaep.

OH CMOKOMHO pacrnaxHyl KYPTKY, LOCTajJl aBTO-
MaT, KOTOpHIM ero BoopyXwi KeHT, u cHsn ero c
NnpeIoXpaHUTENS.
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AHXeNIMKa AaXxe He B3MIsiHyJa B ero ctopoHy. Ho
TO, KaK OHa 3acThblja, YC/AblIaB METAJUIMYECKH Lue-
YOK, FOBOPHJIO O TOM, YTO OHa CJIbILLAJIa 9TOT 3BYK He
BrepBble. OHa elle Gosblue nobyienHena v, ¢ TPyAOM
CoXpaHsisi CIIOKOWMCTBHUE, OOepHYyJach.

— Bbl — MaATexXHUKH!

— BepHo, — cornacuncs Ckanaep.

AHXeNIMKa yCTaBUJIach Ha Hero C HEHaBHUCTbIO,
NoToM obGpaTHjach K CecTpe:

— A TBI? Tbl TOXE OOHA U3 HUX?

— Ha, — otBetuna Jinoua. — OHU cnacau MHe
KU3Hb.

— Kak 6naropoaHo! — cbsa3Buia AHXenuka. — U
YTO OHM NnoTpeGoBaIM B3aMeH? MOIO XHU3Hb?

— Hert, ecnu Bbl Gynete BecTH cebs Gnaropasym-
Ho, — oTBeTuna Yeputu Bmecto Jluaun. — Mel 3aech
Mo OpyroMy MoBoAdy, — OHa nokasaja Ha KeHta. —
Bce 06cTOMT Tak, Kak OH CKasajli y Hac ecTb K BaM
HECKOJIbKO BOMpPOCOB. M1 Koraa Bbl OTBETHUTE, MBI Yil-
IeM.

— A ecau HeT? — HacMeELJIMBO MNMpoM3Hecsa AH-
Xennka. — Bbl yObeTe MeHSI WIM OrpaHMYMTECH MBIT-
Kamu?

— Hu 1o ¥ Hu apyroe, — ckasan Ckaggep. — Bol
6yneTe roBopuTh, MHias. S 3Halw 3TO.

Amnxenuka paccMmesyiach. «[lopasutenbHo 6bICTPO
K Heil BepHyJIach CaMOYBEpeHHOCTb, — nomymana Ye-
putH. — OHa BefeT cebsl He TaK, KaK YeJOBeK, Haxo-
OSILIMIICST B OMACHOCTH». .

— Bel cyMacurenuive, — mpoMOJIBIWIA AHXKEINKa. —
Tak 4TO Xe Bbl XOTUTE Y3HaTh?

— Bbl — xpuua-1llait, He Tak nu? — Hawana Ye-
pUTH.

— Hla, — ropmo oTBeTWIa OHa. — 3ayeM BbI clpa-
LIMBaeTe To, O YeM BaM yXe M3BECTHO?
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YepHUTH nponycTHia BONPOC MMMO Yileii.

— Bbl ogHa M3 TexX, KTO NMoMoraeT KpacTb AeTei W
MPUBO3UT UX B 3TY YEPTOBY LUTYKOBHHY, TaM, 3a Mos-
coM cMepTH?

AHXenvKa Gpocuiia Ha CecTpy MOJIHbIH HEHaBMC-
TH B3MsIA, Mpexne YeM OTBEeTHNA:

— Her, s He 3aHMMalOCbh 3TUM.

— Hert?

OHa M3pmana 3BYK, MOXOXHH Ha CMeX WM BCXJIUMbI-
BaHUE OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— 51 He 3Hal0, YTO BaM pacckKa3saja 3Ta HEHOp-
MajbHasi, — AHXeJIMKa yKasana Ha Jluauio. — Mbl
He KpaaeM nereil. B Hawy 3agayy BXOAMT OOCTaB-
ka n3bpanubix B lllaii-TaaH ¥ nmepegaya Mx xo03si-
eBaM.

— O na, noHumalo, — ckasaja Yeputu. — 310 MHE
KaxeTcs 3HakoMblM. Ho Bbl npuBosuTe aAeTeit Tyaa,
pepHo? U oHHU Gosbliue He nosiBasiioTcs. Beap Mx HU-
KTO GoJipliie HE BUAMT, He Tak Jin?

— KoHeuHo, — Bo3MyTH/iach AHXeJIHWKa, BHOBb
Npe3pUTENbHO B3MIAHYB Ha cectpy. — Ilpencraeisio,
YTO OHa BaM pacckasajia. Bce 3To HenpaBma. C us-
6paHHMKaMHM ‘HUYEro He ciyyaeTcs — HanpoTuB. Ux
OXWAAeT Jiyduiasi XH3Hb.

— Bwl ybuBaetre ux, — ckasana Jingus.

— HekoTopble yMHMpalOT, 3TO TaK, — CHOKOHHO
nponokana AHxenuka. — Ho tonbko cnabaku. Jpy-
FMX OTNPaBJAIOT B HOBBIM, JYYIUHUH MHUP.

— Ax! — smewiasica KeHT. — M 4TO NpouCXOOMT C
HHMH B 3TOM HOBOM, Jiy4ylleM Mupe? '

— OHM c/lyXaT X03s€BaM, — Topo OTBeTHJa AH-
xenuka. — Ho 3auem a1 BaM 31O BCe roBopio? BeI yxe
MepTBelbl. Bbl monHsnM pyky Ha xpuuy-Ilaii.

— 51 nogHUMYy Ha TebGs1 He TOJNILKO PYKY, 30JI0TLE, —
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npeaynpeaun Ckaaaep, — ecaud Thl He Oydeuib .nmo-
Jlackosee.

AHXeJIMKa Npe3puTeIbHO MOCMOTpeJia Ha HEro, u
UYepuTH mnouyBcTBOBajla, YTO MEXIY HHMH IPOMUCXO-
oMt 6oppba. OHKM ObLIM O4YEHBb MOXOXH — 06a ropanie
M cunbHble. YepuTH BCTasa MexXay HUMH.

— Mpbl 3g0ech He IS TOro, 4YTo6bl NPUYMHUTL BaM
Bpen, DHIXH, — ObICTPO cKasajsa oHa. — Ham auub
HyxXHa MHdOpMaUMsi, BOT U Bce.

— Kakasa xe?

— Bbt 3Haete popory k llai-TaaHy u ckaxeTe
HaMm, KaK Tyaa [omnacTh. '

AHXeNMKa yAMBJIEHHO BbITapalumna rja3a. He-
CKOJIBKO CEKYHII OHa OCTaBajach B 3aMelLaTeNibCTBE,
3aTeM FPOMKO paccMesiiach.

— Y10 B 3TOM CMeEWIHOro? — MOAO3PHUTENbHO OC-
BegoMuics [ypk. .

— Bbl... xoTHTe npoHNKHYTh B Lllait-Taan? — cnpo-
cWia AHXeJIMKa, 3abIXasich OT cMexa. — Bbl geicTBU-
TeIbHO cymMaculeaurde. Bol He nonpoigere H. 6JIM3KO K
HeMy, JlaXe eC/IM s paccKaxy Bce, YTO 3Halo. XOTs f
M He cAejialo 3TOoro.

Jiuaus Monya nmoaouuia K Hei, TpAXHYNa 3a fJe-
Y4 ¥ BJIEMW/IA 3BOHKYIO MouleynHy. l'onosa AHXenu-
KM oTieTena Hasan. OHa Joruienach AO ABEpH, NpPH-
C/IOHMJIaCh K HeW M npuxana pykKy K uieke. I'yasa ee ~
ropesn. Ho Yeputu yBuaena B HUX He cTpax, a JIMILIb
Npe3peHue M 3JI0CTh.

BHe3anHo AHXe/lHKa OTOoLUJIa OT CTeHbl, MPUGIH-
3WJIach K CeCcTpe M rpybo cxBaTuia ee 3a pykw. Jluaus
MOTbITalaCh BLIPBAaThCS, HO- AHXKENWKa TMOTalluia ee
K OKHY. :

— YTto euie Tebe HyXHO? — Kpuyaja oHa. — BeI-
IAHU Ha yauny. M ckaxu, YyTo Thl BUAMLIbL?
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JInausa B 3aMellaTenbCTBE nocaywanack. Heckonb-
KO CeKYHI OHa MoJlua CMOTpeJia Ha MYCTbIHHYIO YJIH-
1y, Npexiae YeM CHOBa B3MISIHYTb Ha CecTpy.

— Hwuuero.

— BoT uMeHHO! — ronoc AHXEJNIMKH 3ByYyasi NMOYTH
TopxecTBylolle. — Tpu AHA Hasaj 34ech ObUIO MONHO
aionei, Mosi MajieHbKasi cecTpuuka. OHHM ecllie 3/1ecCh,
HO HE OTBaXWBAIOTCS MOKHWHYTb CBOM noma. U 3Ha-
ewb, noyemy? IMotomy uto Gositcs! U3-3a Te6s!

— Yr1o 3TO 3HAUMT? — pe3ko crpocuna Yepuru.

— Xo3sieBa NocAaly KapaTeJIbHYl0 3KCHeAULHIo, —
B SPOCTH OTBeTHIa AHXenuKa. — [loueMy 6bl Bam He
cnpocuTh JInauio? OHa 3HaeT TaK Xe XOpOlIO, KaK M
s1, KaKoe HakKa3aHMe nojaraercs 3a yOMIACTBO BCaaHM-
ka. Cro 3a onHoro.

CHavasla YepuTu naxe He MOHsNa, YTO MMela B
Buay AHxenuka. IToToM nensiHOit cTpax CKOBas ee.
Bce eule He Bepst, oHa cMoTpena To Ha JIuauio, To Ha
ee cecTpy.

— C10 3a...

— OHM yOMNM TPHCTa 4YeNOBeK, Ja, — HPOXKaLIUM
rojiocoM ckasana JInausa. — CTo 3a KaXOoro BCagHH-
Ka, Kotoporo Bbl 3acTtpenwid. U tak Bceraa. Korna...
OIHOTO M3 HUX YOVWBAaIOT, OHH... MOCHUIAIOT BCagHUKOB
youBatb Bcex noapsin. HUKOMy He M3BECTHO, KTO CTa-
HeT cJiefyloleh XepTBOMH.

— U 1H1 370 3HaNa? — yauBieHHO cripocun Ckaa-
nep.

— KoHeuHo, oHa 3Hana, — OTBETHJIa AHXEJIMKa 3a
JInogmio. — Ho nymaro, 3abbuta Bam 06 3TOM paccka-
3aTh.

Yeputu nopowna K Kenrty. ToT craparesibHO W3-
6Geran BcTpeyaThbCsl ¢ HEH IJ1a3aMH.

— A 161? ThHl TOXE 3Han?
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KeHT KHMBHYJI.

— Ja. Ho uto uameHusoch Obl, eciu Obl 1 BaM
pacckasan? Tak yx ciyuywnocs, uept nodepu! — noba-
BWJI OH 3]0, BCe ellie He OTBaXHBasiCb NMOCMOTPETb
Yeputn B rnasa. — [loueMy, Bbl AyMaeTe, Mbl TaK OC-
TOPOXHBI, MpEeXAe YeM YTO-TO NPEANPHUHATbH? IDTO
3akoH MopaHa M OH AeWCTBYET MOBCIOAY: CTO 32 Ol-
HOTO.

— ymalo, MOsl cecTpa BaM He BCe pacckKasajla, —
npoaosxaina AHxenuka. — OHa ckasaja BaM, Hanpu-
Mep, YTo MoOpOH HarpaxnaeT TexX, YbHX AeTeil BbiOH-
patot? .

— Harpaxpnaet? Kak?

— XKusHblo, — oTBeTHna AHXeénuka. — [lo gecsaTh
JeT 3a Kaxpaoro pebenka. O, Mory ceGe npeacTaBHTb,
4yTo OHa BaM Haruiena. Ho JIuausa Oyaer XUTh Ha TpHA-
baTh JieT Jonblie, yeM s, — OHa MOoMoJiYasia, NMOTOM

A3BUTEJIbHO npogoskwiaa: — O6 3ToM Beab OHa He
ynoMsiHyla, He TaK nu?

— Ha Ttpuauats ner Gonbie... — Yeputu Obuta B
3aMeLlaTesIbCTBe.

— MoxeT 6bITh, U Ha COPOK, KTO 3HaeT? Y Hee
Xopolilee MOTOMCTBO, He 3psi Belb €e OeTei YXe BbI-
6upanu TpM pasa.

— Ho 370 Xe 6pen Kakoit-To, — Bo3MyTHJIach Ye-
put. — 5 umelo B Buay... HUKTO He 3HaeT, Kak noi-
r0 OH TMPOXMWBET, M...

OHa 3aMo/yana, yBUIEB CTPaHHOE€ BbIpaXeHHUE
quy l'ypka m Ckangepa. KeHT JIMLIb yAUBAEHHO Tsi-
nen Ha Hee. BHe3zanHo YepuTH oceHMNa yXxacHas
Joragka. ’

— Ckonbko? CKoOJBKO JIET OTITycKaeT MOPOH Jiio-
M Ha 3Toi mnaHere, Ckannep?

Ckannep oTBepHyJica B CTOpoHY, KeHT u Anxe-
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NYKa OOMEHSIIUCh HeNOoyMeBalolUMMH B3rsgaMH, a
I'ypKk Hauan TonTaThbCsi Ha MecCTe.
— Ckonbko? — nosropuia Yeputu cBoif Bompoc.
— TIlaTboecaT ner, — TMXx0 oTBeTHN Ckanaep.



IJIABA 6

IMecok cnerka nmpukpbiBan OCTaHKHM BCafHHKa, a
Ha rpe6He OIOHbl OTYETNMBO BHAHEJCS CJIEA OT Jiade-
pa. Opyxue MopoHa ocTaB/siio ciiefibl APYroro poxa,
noametun Kaitn. MOLIHOCTb 3TOro OpyXHsl Mo Kpaii-
Hel Mepe B nBa pa3a Gosblue, yeM Yy JIMYHOTO OrHe--
CTPEJNbHOro, KOTOPbIM BOOpPYXeHbl cnyru dauuens. U
TOT, KTO CTPEJIsifi, XOPOLUO 3HaJl CBOE AEJIO: JIMLUb OAHH
BbICTpeN mnpoiien MUMo. JIpyrue nerad TOYHO B LeJb
U YHUYTOXWIH MPOTHUBHHUKA.

Barnsp Kaitsia cKonb3HYJN MO TpeM IOIOHaM, B KO-
“TOPHIX KTO-TO TBITAICA CNPATaTh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh
OT BCalHUKOB, — NpaBaa, He oyeHb yMeso. O6Hapy-
XHUTb TPYNbl HE COCTABJISIIO TPYAA: Hal MYCThIHEH Kpy-
XHUJIach CTasl YepHBIX, MUTAIOLIMXCS OTOpOCcaMH MNep-
HaThIX, KOTOpbi€ HaINOJIOBUHY pacKONaJM OCTaHKH
BCaJHUKOB M JJAKOMWJIHCh MMH. [la M 3amax OT pas-
JlaraBLUUXCA TPYMOB pacHpOCTpaHsJICSI Ha paccTos-
HuM Muiu. Tot, kTo momor Yeputu JIsitpn, He oueHb-
TO CTapajics 3aMeCTH CJIe[Ibl. DTO O3HAaYyaJlo OAHO U3
ABYX: U060 OH CIIMIIKOM OecrieyeH, 1M60 YyBCTBOBaJ
cebs 3mech yBepeHHo. Kaitn peluus, 4to OeHCTBH-
TEJIbHOCTU CKOpee COOTBETCTBYET BTOpOE.

OH He creila BepHYICS K MOTOLMKIY. MHHYTY
Kaitn kone6ancs, pasgymbiBasi, YTO AejiaThb NaJblle.
Mo cux mop oH cuuTaj, yTo LENbI0 YepHTH ABNANCA
ropoji Ha ceBepe, MaJleHbKOE TIOCeJIEeHHEe XUTenei
TUlaHeThl MoJ Ha3BaHMeM JleHBep, HO Tenephb yXe He
OBUT B 3TOM YBEpEH.
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Ha mMecte xanurtaHa JIailpn oH aaxabl Mmoayman
6bl, Npexae 4eM cjiefoBaTh BEIOpaHHBIM KypcoM. OHH
MOTNIM HaTKHYTbCSt Ha naTtpynau. To, uto JI3dpa u ee
JioaM yOMiIM TpOMX BCaAHMKOB, €L1€ HUYEro He O3Ha-
yano, Beib T€ MOIJIK, C ONHOIN CTOPOHBI, MOAATb CHUI-
Has 6encTBUs nepen CMepPTbIO, C APYroit CTOPOHbI, HX
OTCYTCTBHE MOIJIM 3aMETUTb, a JIaiipa AomKHa Obl 3HaTh
npaBHJIO CTa.

Barnan Kaiina ckonb3Hys1 MO U3pE3aHHOW TEHM Ha
sanage. Llait-Taan. Heckonbko MMHYT OH B3BELIMBAN
BO3MOXHOCTbL TOro, 4To KanuTaH JIaipa HanpaBunach
Tyla, HO TYyT Xe OTOpocwa 3Ty Mbicib. OH yXxe He-
CKOJIBKO pa3 NMpOCYMTHIBAJ, HACKONBKO PEAIbHO MNpo-
HukRyTb B [lai-Taan. Kain npoTsaHys pyKy K K4y
3aXHUraHusi — U BHOBb YOpaJ ee.

OH 6bIN yXe He OIMH.

XHUIHUKK B Hebe sIBHO 3aMETHJIM HOBBIA OODBEKT.
Kaiin He 3Han, KTO TaM, HO YyBCTBOBA&I, YTO 3a HUM
HabJ0AaloT.

Menbllie YyeM yepeé3 CeKyHAY OH CHOBa NMPOTAHYN
PYKY M 3aBen MOTOUMKI. OH moexajq He CIMLIKOM
GBICTPO M HE B TOM HarmnpasJieHUH, rae, KakK npeanosa-
raj, HaxoOWJUCh Joau. BHyTpeHHe OH NMOAroTOBMIICH
K -6opbbe: Teno HarHeTalo agpeHajiuH, YCKOPABLUMHA
ero pedJieKChl B INECATh pa3 MO CPaBHEHHUIO C OObIK-
HOBEHHbIM 4eJioBeKOM. V3MeHeHus] Nnpou3ouliM U B
Koxe. OHa BbiMIsiAesa TaK Xe, KaK U Mpexne, HO cTa-
Jia TBEpXe M INpoyHee U cMomia Obl BbIAEPXaATb BHICT-
pen U3 MaJloKanubepHOW BHUHTOBKHU, CHEJaHHBIN’C
HeOOJIBLLIOTO  paCCTOSTHUS.

Kaiin HanpaBun cBoit xapseit Ha mioHy. Jlo ero yien
JIOHecCd JIErKUit 1IOpOX: OCHIMAACH IEeCOK Mo BECOM
ONHOTO WM HEeCKOJIbKUX Jitogeit. OH HMKaK He npope-
arupoBaJl Ha lIyM, YTOObLI He BbIOATh cebsi, Kak He
obpaTul BHUMaHUsS M Ha TeHb, MPOMEJIbKHYBILUYIO Ha
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LONI0 CEKYHAbl B €ro mnojie 3peHMs. 3anaxio ropsiyum
METAJUIOM W UEIOBEYECKUM NMOTOM, H, ellle He NOCTUr-
HyB BEpLUMHBI, OH 3HaJl, YTO MO KpaifHeil Mepe TpH
YyeJlOBEKA MOMKMAAIOT €ro Ha APYToii CTOPOHE AIOHBI.

Bynb Kaitn o6bIYHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, 3TO HamajeHHe
0Ka3aJoch OBl COBEpLIEHHO HEOXMIAHHBIM. YenoBek
B MaCKMpPOBOYHOM KOCTIOME C KOPHYHEBBIMH U 3efe-
HBIMU TMATHaMH MpBITHYJ Ha Hero, Koraa OH Harmpa-

BWJI MOTOLUMKJ Ha rpebeHb OIOHbI, U €ro IBHXEHHE

6b10 oyeHb ObICTpHIM daxe mis Kaitna.
WHcTtnHkTBHO Kaitn npurHyncs u BbeiGpocun
BBEPX JIEBYIO pyKy. YesioBeK ymapun TIO Heii, MOMbI-
Tajica CAeNaThb 3axBaT W OTJieTeN Hasanx, Korza Kaitn
yIapwl ero TbUJILHOM CTODOHOI JlaloOHH B BUCOK. Ha-
nagalolmnit 6eCroMolHO OITyCTHJICS Ha MECOK.
CronkHoBeHMe BbiBesio Kaitna u3 paBHoBecHs. Xap-

Jiei HakpeHwIcs1, GOHTaHYMKH MNMecKa BbUIETEIM U3-NOJ
Kojiec, MOTOp B3peBen, Koraa Kain B criewuke Ha Ma-
JIOW CKOPOCTH AaJl ra3y, 4TOObl BHIDOBHSATH MallHHY.

OH J5erko Mor Gbl BEpHYTb KOHTPOJIb Hal HeM

MpOCTOM CWIOi, HO 3TUM O6bl BhIZa] cebsi C rOJIOBOM.
Kaitn yxe coxajien, YTo yaapui MepBOro Hamanablie-
ro, HO TOT MOSIBUJICS CJIMILKOM HEOXHIaHHO. Bmecrto
TOrO YTOOBI -TIPOCTO-HANMpPOCTO yMYaThbCA NpPOYb, OH
NMO3BOJIUJI MOTOLIMKIJIY NMOTEPSITh PaBHOBECHE M OINpO-
KHHYTbcsl. B crenylolinit MOMEHT OH BBUIETENI M3 Cell-
Jla, BHITAHYB fNepen co6oi pyku. MOTOLMKII 3aCKOJib-
31 No cKIoHy, a Kaiu, ynas, ygapuiacs O KaMeHb,
BLICTYMAOIUKIA K3 TecKa.

" TNpouun cekyHab. OH Jiexxa HenmoxBuxHo. Kain
yClbllUaN KPUKH, PasmisiieNl CKBO3E IMeNeHy MecKa Tpex-
YeThIpexX YejloBeK, JIPUOIMKABLIMXCS K HEMY, U BHYT-
PEHHE Harnpsrcs.

Korna oH mpekpacHO CbIrpaHHBIM ABHMXEHHEM
MYYMUTEJIbHO MMOMNBITAJICA TONHATBCA, OHH OBUIM yXe
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psnoM. Ybsa-To pyKa rpy6o cxpaTwja ero 3a Iieuo H
NMPUMNOJHsJIa BBEepX, JApPyrasi pbiBKOM 3ajJloMW/la €ro
NeByIO PYKy 3a cnuHy. Kaiin nomopuimnca. Kpuk 6onu
copBajics ¢ ry6 U obopBajicsa, Koraa KTO-TO TKHYJ €ro
CTBOJIOM DPYXbsl noj pebpa.

— O’keit, Opyxouyek, — cKa3ajl OOMH M3 MYX-
yuH. — He nBuraiics uiau 3to 6yner nociaenHee, 4To
Tbl cAejaellb.

Kaitn 3amep. Ha nuue ero nosBunach rpumaca
Gony, Takas Xe HaurpaHHas. 3a 5TO BpeMsl OH yc-

. men pa3stnsAeTb Bcex Tpoux. JIpoe U3 HuX GbiaM no-
BOJIbHO MOJIOAbl, HO, KaK M BCE XMTEJU STON nna-
HeTbl, BbirAsigenu yxacHo. Kaitn pasrnsigen cnegbl
Mo MeHblUeld Mepe HOIOXHHBI pa3jIMyHbIX GoJsie3Heit
Ha MX JiMLax ¥ Koxe. KpoMe Toro, oHu o4eHb HEpB-
HUYaIH.

Tpetuit Kasajics HEeMHOro cTapilie — TeMHOBOJIO-
cbii 6opomauy ¢ pa3BuToi MycKynatypoit. KoHeuHo,
'HAKTO M3 HMX HE MOT CTaTb NOCTOMHBLIM TIPOTHUBHHU-
koM Kaitny, HO OAHO3HaYHO CaMbIM OMacCHBIM SIBAISJI-
cs1 TpeTnii. 1 He moToMy, uTO Oobnaman Kpenkoit ¢u-
rypoii. [lpocTo B rna3ax Heé3HaKOMLIA YMTaJIC XWBOW
M HEQOBEpUYMBBLINA YM.

KpoMme 3THMX TpoMX oOcCTaBaiuChb elle OBOE: TOT,
NnepBblil HananalWWi, U Ipyrol 4ejJ0BEK B MacCKHUpO-
BOYHOM KOCTIOME, KOJJIOBaBLIMI BOKPYr HENOABUX-
HOM (UrypHI.

- — Kro th1? — cnpocun 6opoaateiit. — M yto Tebe
31ech HYXHO?

-Kaitn BBITUIIOHY1 KPOBb C MMECKOM, MPEXIE UeM
otBeTuTh. Hano 6uiTh OcTOpOXHBIM. Kpome Toro, nmo-
330 TAXeEJIoe MNajeHue.

— Ha kakoii Bonpoc s J0JXXE€H OTBETUTh CHaya-
na? — CIpPOCHJI OH C TPYAOM.

Boponathiit Bpe3zan eMy KyJaKoM IO JIMLY. Yhap
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He CUiIbHbIM, HO Kaitn 3acTOHa M HaKJIOHWA TOJIOBY
Hasan, u3bexaB Apyroro yzaapa.

— Kaitn, — ckaszan oH. — Mensa 3oyt Kaitn. §
eny B JleHBep.

— Yro TeGe TaM HYXHO? — HeLOBEPUMBO TIPOU3-
Hec 6oponathlit.

— S vy koe-koro, — otBetun Kaitn. — A Bam
yto 3a fneno? Kro BBl Takue?

OTBeTa, KOHEYHO, He nocnenoBano. Bmecto atoro
6oponaTblif NMOBepHYJACS M OGpaTWCA K 4e/IOBEKy Ha
rpebHe OIOHBI:

— Yro cayuunoch? Kak tam Ilut?

YenoBek B MAaCKMPOBOYHOM KOCTIOME FMOAHSUI ro-
JIOBY M Ha JIMLIE ero 3acThLIO BbIpaXeHHE yXaca.

— OH MepTB.

Kaitn Beipyrancs npo ce6s. OH 3Han, YTO yaapui
CWJIBHO, 1a U MYX4YMHa NpPBLIFTHYJ Ha Hero mnoj onac-
HbIM YIJIOM, YTO YBEJMYWIO cHiy yaapa. Ho Tako#t
OIIMOKM MOXHO OblIO M36exXaTh.

— MepTB? — He MoBepuN CBOMM yllamM 60pONaTHIM.

— Illes cniomaHa. OH HeyjayHO ymal.

— 51 He xorten, — 6picTpo mnporoBopun Kair. —
MpaBna, s cam ucmyraics, ...

OT ynapa KyJlakOM BO3[yX CO CBUCTOM BbUIETENT M3
ero sierkux. Kaiis corHysicsi ¥ ynaj Ha KoJieHH, CKOp-
YMBIUKCL OT GOJIM, KOrZa €ro HacTUr BTOpOW, eLue
6onee CWJIBHBIN yaap.

— XBaTUT, — pPe3KHM TOJIOCOM OCTAaHOBHJI APYTHX
6oponateiit. — OcTaBbTe €rO.

— Orta cBuHbA youna [lura!

— Bo3moxHo. Ho He HCKIIOYEHO, YTO 3TO He-
'CYACTHBIN ciyyail.

Boponathiit mpucen nepea Kaitiom Ha KOpTOuKu
U IYJIOM PYXbSi PUIIONHSJI -€ro MoAGOpOAOK.

— He Ttak aun?
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— $l... He OXHWIaI, YTO Bbl 3[€Cb, — 3arMHHasCh
npousHec Kaiin. — MHe, npasaa, xanb. ... He xoTe.
— Hy yTto X. MoxeT 6biTh, ¥ Tak. Bcrapaii!

ITo ronocy 6oponauya Kaitn noHsa, UTO €ro cyab-
6a yxe pellieHa, U CJIOBa HUYEro He u3meHaAT. bopo-
natheiii, BUAMMO, pewini, yto Kaitn He Ha MX CTOpOHe.

— HTak, Tl Koro-to miewb. Koro xe?

Kaitn gonro v npucTajbHO CMOTpPeN Ha MacKUpo-
BOYHBIE KOCTIOMBI M OpYXXHe YeTBEepbIX HE3HaKOMLEB,
NMOTOM OTBETHJI ]

— Bo3MoxHoO, Bac.

— Hac? — rnasa 6opomatoro cysuiaucb. — A KTO
Mbl Takue?

— Bbl, HaBepHOe, MATEXHHMKH, K KOTOpPbIM exaja
Jlsitpn. Wnu' s owmbalocs? — ckasan Kaiin.

— MsrexHukn?

— Yept nobepHn, y MeHsi HET BpEMEHM Ha BalllU
raynoctd! — B3Bwics Kaitn. — S ponxeH npenymnpe-
IvTe KanuTaHa JIadipa. Ecnu oHa 3aech, oTBEAWTE MEHS
K Heil, — ecliM HeT, TO MO3BOJIbTE €XaTb JaJibllie.

— YTo 3TO 3a MSATEXHMKHM, O KOTOPBIX Thl FOBO-
pvwp? — cupocui 6oponathii. — M kTO Takas kanu-
TaH Jlaipa?

— IlpuKkoHYHM ero, ApcoH, — cKa3aji OOMH M3 TeX,
KTo nepxan Kaiina. — S He Bepio eMmy.

— Yeputu y Bac unau Het? — cnpocun Kaitn ewue
pa3. — Hy ckaxure xe, noxaiayiicra, — OHa B omnac-
HoctH. U BBl TOXe, ecniy OHa C BaMHM 3a0IHO.

— B omacHocTH? — noBTopHn ApcoH. — B Kakoii
onacHocTH?

Kaitn B3noxHyn M caenajn BMA, YTO CHAICH.

— JsHuenb nNycTHN no ee ciaeny youiiny. CBoero
pona cynepMeHa. Sl el 3a HUM HEKOTOpoOe BpeMms,
Moka He noTepsis1. u3 BULy. Ho OH raoe-Tto Hepaneko.
Cnen notepsiicsi B AEpEBHE.
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— B kakoit nepeBHe?

— He 3Halo, Kak oHa Ha3biBaeTcs. Jlioau, XUBLIKE
TaM, He yCMeJu MHe 3TOro ckaszaTb. OH YHHUUTOXWI
BCEX.

ApcoH nobGneaHen, v Kaiin Bbimepxan HeoGxonu-
Mylo may3y, uToObl CTpax chaenan cBoe gejo. 3aTeM
nobasun:

— Tak uto xe? Bbi 3Haere, rae kanurtaH Jlaiipn
Wi Het?

— S He poBepsilo eMy, — cKa3al TOT, KTO 3abo-
THICA O CBOoeM MepTBOM ToBapuiue. — Ero HyxHo
yOUTD.

— 51 Toxe He Beplo eMy, — 3aAyMYHMBO MPOHU3HEC
ApcoH. — Ho eciu OH roBopuTt npasay...

ApCOH TNOMeIWJ, napy. MUHYT CMOTpel MHMO
Kaiina B mycToTy M, HaKOHeL, TMIPUHSJ peELIeHHeE.

— Mbtl Bo3bMeM ero ¢ co6oit. [ToxopoHuTte [lura...
M 3apoiiTe MaliMHY, — OH KUBHYN B CTOPOHY MOTO-
unkna Kaitna. — Ero BMAHO 3a MUJIIO, CJIIOBHO- CHTI-
HaJIbHBIN OTOHb.

— 3i! — 3anpotecrosan Kaitn. — 3ro...

— He BonHyiics, — XONOAHO OCTAaHOBWJI ero Ap-
coH. — Ecnu Tbl roBopuilib TNpaBay, Mbl BepHEMCS M
3abepeM MoToUMKA. Sl maxe caM nomMory tebe BbHIYMC-
TUTh €ro. A eciau Thl JDKelub, o6elralo, Mbl 3apoeM
Te6S psAOM.

¥ * *

~ — Bbl nomkHel 6bUTH cKa3aThb MHe 06 3ToM, —
npousHecna YepuTH.
— 3ayem? — Ckamgep BCe ellie HE CMOTpDEN B ee
cTOpoHy. — YTO 6Bl 3TO M3MEHMIO?
— Bce! — ynpsiMo npousHecna oHa. — ...
— Yyws!. — npepsan ee Kapauk. — Tol npocTo
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ctasia Obt eume 3nee. Ho 310 HUuero He u3MeHuso
6bl B TBOMX NMulaHax. M xkpome Toro, — I'ypK KHUBHYJI
B ctopoHy Ckaamepa. — OH He XxoTen Aenatb Tebe
60/IbHO. -

— He xoren cpenatb 6onbHO? — ronoc Yeputu
copBancs. — Tbl pacckasbiBaellb MHE, UYTO 3TH MOH-
CTpbl YKpaJli Y Hac Hall MHUDP M pa3pyliUau Hawy
UMBUIM3aLUMIO OO YPOBHSI KAMEHHOro BeKa, UTO Mia-
HETOW ynpaBisliOT YyNOBULA, NOA CTPAXOM CMEPTH 3a-
MpeLieHo Jaxe UMEeTh Yachl, ¥ He Xouellb AefaTb MHe
605bHO? Thl...

Ona 3amonvaja, OCO3HaB, YTO HeceT B3aop. Ko-
HeuHo, T'ypk npaB — Ckaauep yxe AaBHO CTal e
yeM-TO GOJbIUKUM, YeM COlO3HMK. HecMoTpsi Ha Beu-
Hble cropbl, YepuTH 4yBcTBOBaIa ryGOKyl0 cHMMa-
THIO K 3TOMY BeJIMKaHYy-MHIEHLY M NOAo3peBaja, YTo
OH ouuyuiaer To Xe camoe. M ecnu Ckagaep Hame-
PEHHO O YeM-TO YMOJYaJl, TO JIMIUb Uil TOTO, YTOObI
3alUTUTL ee. Ho 3TO HMYero He MeHsJIO, HAaNpOTHB,
NPUUYMHSIIO elle H6onbllyio 6onb. ApocTh nOoBOAWIA OO
G6e3ymusa. 9BraHasud... [locne Bcero nepexuroro Ye-
PMTH OXMIajla, YTO HMKaKas HEOXHWIAHHOCTb Gosbiue
He 3aXBaTHT €€ BpaciUIOX. YCWJIMEM BOJIM OHa 3acTa-
BWiIa cebsi BepHYThbCsl K GoJjiee BaXHBIM TpoGieMaMm.

YeputH pe3ko obepHynach u obpatuiach K AHXe-
JIMKe:

— Tbl pacckaxellb HaM, Kak mnonactb B lllait-
TaaH.

— Pacckaxy? — mnepecnpocuiia Ta, U Ha JULe ee
MeJibKHYNa ynbibka. — He nymalo...

— 51 Mory octaBuTh Teb6s oauH Ha oguH co Ckaa-
nepom unmn ¢ KeHroM, — xonogHo ckasaita Yeputu. —
MoxeT 6bITb, TOTJa Thl U3MEHHUILb CBOE MHeHHe?

Yneibka vcyedna c guua AHxeauku. Ee rnasa
BCIBIXHYJIH.
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— Thl He cpenaewib 3TOTOo. A €CJIM U CKaxy, Kak
Bbl y3HaeTe, UTO s He 3aMaHHBalo Bac B JIOBYLIKY? —
cnpocuia OHa.

— 3OT10 He npobnemMa, — oTBeTUNIa YepUTH U noka-
3ana Ha I'ypka. — OH octaHeTcss ¢ To6oit. Ecnu Mbl
He BEPHEMCS, a BMECTO HaC 3[eCb MNOABATCA TBOM
Ipy3bsi-HacCEKOMble, TO Uil Hero 6yneT OrpOMHBIM Ya0-
BOJILCTBYEM YOUTH TEOS.

Yrposa He umena oco6oro addexra.

— 51 — xpuua-1llaii! — BEICOKOMEpPHO NMpoU3Hecsa
Anxenuka. — Moe Teno u aywa npuHamiexar 6oram
KocMoca. TloBepb MHe, 5 He 6otoch cMepTH. [loHsna,
Aypouka?

OHa cmepuiia YepuTH OONTHUM Npe3pUTENbHBIM
B3MISIIOM, XOJIOOHO TMOCMOTpesia Ha CecTpy M HaMr-
pPaHHO B3OXHYJA.

— VY MeHs Apyroe mpeiioXeHHe, — NMPOHOJIKHIIA
oHa. — Bbi ceityac ucuesHere, Bce M HeMemIeHHO. S
NoJOXAY OOMH Yyac U rnojaM TpeBory. Sl He HOJIXHa
6bI 3TOTO JeyiaTb, HO TMOCTYIUTIO TaK, HECMOTPSA HH Ha
4ToO.

— Kak BesukoayuHo! — cbsi3Buia Yeputn. — Yem
Xe Mbl 3aCNyXHWIHU TaKyl0 MHJIOCTb?

— 51 pMCKyl0 XH3HBIO, €CIM Cpa3y He 3asiB/lII0 O
Bac, — Cepbe3HO oTBeTWJa AHXenuka. — Ho s cpe-
nalo Tak, nmotoMy uto JIugus mos cecrpa. A 3Halwo,
OHa MeHsl HEHaBHAMUT, HO 3TO HUYEro He MEHseT.

— C MeHs xBatuT! — ckasan KeHrt. — Ilouemy Obl
BaM MpPOCTO He OCTaBUTb MEHS HaeAHWHe CO XpHUleil
Ha napy MMHYT? Tak Mbl y3HaeM, Kak nonactb B llaii-
TaaH.

— Tuxo, Kent!

YepuTH HanpsiXeHHO pasayMbiBasla. HagMeHHOCTD
AHXenuku Oblla HECKONBKO HaurpaHHo#. OHa Bena
cebs1 Tak, C/IOBHO He TOJIbKO YYBCTBOBajia ceGsl OYeHb
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YBEPEHHO, HO W NeHCTBHUTEJIbHO HHYero He 6osack.
YepuTH MOHMNA TakXe, UYTO yrpo3aMy OT 3TOi XKeH-
IUMHBI HWYero He ao6Gbelubcsi. OHa ¢aHaTMyKa. OHa
BEPHUT B TO, O YeM FOBOPHT, — Aa M KaK: MOXHO 3amny-
raTb YeJoBeKa, CUMTAIOLIEro, YTO NOCJHE CMEPTU OH
nonageTt B AyYIUWH MUp?

YT06b! ‘BLINTPaTb HEMHOTO BpeMeHHU, YepUTH mno-
jouuia K OKHy M mocMoTpena Ha yauuy. [opoa ctan
ellle CNOKOJiHee, YeM paHblle, HO Tenepb, Koraa Ye-
PHUTH 3HaJa MpaBAy, B KapTHHE 3TOit He GbUIO HUYEro
MHUpHoro. HanpoTHB, BHM3Y CTOsiNa THIUWHA, TULIMHA
CMEpPTH.

YepuTn nosepHynach, NMpHUCIOHUIACH K CTEHE psi-
JIOM C OKHOM M, CKDECTHB DYKH Ha Ipyau, NMOCMOTpe-
Nla Ha AHXEJIHUKY.

— PaHblue TaKylo CUTyallHIO Ha3bIBali NaTOBOW, —
CKasajla OHa.

— Tak 3To Ha3bIBaeTCsi M CErofHsi, — CIOKOWHO
oTBeTnna AHxenvka. — Ho Thl 3a6nyxnaewibes. Ceii-
yac Bbl B 6oJiee BHITOAHOM TMOJIOXEHUH, XOTS1 3TO
HHMYero He MeHsieT. Bl mpowurpaere.

OHa meyajnbHO MOKayajia rojJIOBOM, CeKyHAy Mpo-
HHLATEJbHO CMOTpena Ha YepuTH U B BOJTHEHUH MpO-
uuIach 1Mo KOMHaTte B3a[ U BIEpen.

— .He 3Halo, KTO TBI, — CcKa3asa Amxearka. — Ho
s He Beplo, 4YTO Tbhl OAHa M3 Gpoasr, Ha3bIBalOLIMX
cebs MsATeXHMKaMM, — OoHa cMmepuwsia KeHTa mpespu-
TeJbHBIM B3rnisinoM. — Thl JOMXKHa cOAThCA.

— Ja Hy? — oTpearupoBasia YepurTH. .

AHXeJIMKa KHWBHYJIa.

— ¥ T1e6s HeT HUKaKuXx laHcoB. HUKTO He Moxer
NpPOTHBOCTOATL MOpOHY.

— MoxeT 6bITb, €1le HUKTO He MBITaICs? — cnpo-
cwia Yeputu.

— MOpOH — 3TO He NMPOCTO MHP, — CEPLE3HO OT-
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BeTHna AnXennka. — CyllIecTBYIOT COTHH MHPOB, MO-
XeT 6biThb, ThiCsiuM. JlaxXe ecauM Bbl nMoGeauTe, OHMU
cHoBa npuayr. To, uro caenana Jluausi, 3TO TO Xe,
YTO caenaeTe Bbl: yObeTe OQHOro BCagHWKa, a OHH
ybbioT cTo Hawunx. OcBoboau miaHeTy, U OHH Bep-
HYTCSl M pas3pyliaT ee.

AHXeNnKa BHMMAaTe/lbHO MOCMOTpesiia Ha YepuTH
U caenaia euwle oauH war. Ee pyku noaHsuiMch B Moy-
TH 3aKJIMHaIOLLEM XKecTe.

— Tbl AyMaelllb, Bbl MepBble, KTO NMbITAETCSA CBep-
THYTb rocrnoacTtBo MopoHa? Takue MOMbITKU MNpea-
NPUHUMAJIUCH YXe B Jecsitke MupoB. Hu omHoro us
Hux Gonblie HeT. MOpOH pa3pyuiaer To, YeM HE MO-
XET BJlajeTh.

— Tbl 3Haelllb CAULIKOM MHOTO IS MajleHbKOH
XpULbI, — ckaszana YepHuTH.

AHXeJIMKa CHUCXOAUTENBLHO YJIbIOHYIACH.

— MeHs nmocBaTHan. S nobbiBajla B HEKOTOPBIX U3
IpyruX MUPOB, O KOTOpbIX paccka3biBalo. Bbl cumTae-
Te BlaAbluecTBO MOpOHa XEeCTOKMM, HO 3TO He TaK.
[TnaHeta nmoruGna Obl, Kak U MHOTHE ApPYrHe, eciu 6ol
OHU He TIPHILLIH.

— [MoHumalo, — HacMeWIMBO npopoHuna Yepu-
TH. — UTaK, oHU XOTAT Hac 3awuTUTh! C 3TOM LEAbIO
60nblIyI0 YacTb 3eMJIM BMECTe C HaceJleHWeM TpeBpa-
THAX B PafUOAKTUBHYIO fbUIb. OYeHb BEJIMKOAYLLHO
CO CTOpOHBI TBOMX HpYy3eil.

— Bcerna 60a1bHO, KOraa BbIpe3aloT pakoBbi€ KIIET-
KM, — XOJIOAHO Bo3pasuia Arwxennka. — Ho 3To uHor-
Jla cracaeT XH3Hb, — OHa THXO 3acMesijlaCh U MaxHy-
Ja pykoi. — I ¥ He Qymana, YTO Tbl MOMMEILb MEHS.
Ho crouno nonpoGoBats.

ABHXeHHe 0Ka3aJoch HaCTOJbKO OBICTPBIM, YTO
YepuTH He ychnesa HHYero NpeAnpuHATL. Bcio peub
AHXenuKa NPOHW3HOCHJA JMUIUL AJIS TOrO, YTOGOHI
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CKPbITb CBOE HCTMHHOE HaMEpeHMEe MU YCBINMUTb HX
60MTENbHOCTb. YEpHUTH MOHSNA 3TO CAMLIKOM MNO3-
AHO.

AHXeJINKa Mopa3sUTeNbHO JIOBKMM MMPbIXXKOM MeET-
Hynacb MMMo Ckaazepa M HaXxajia Ha IJIOCKMHA Me-
TAUIMYECKHUI SLIMK Ha lKady psiaoM c ABepbio. 3a-
ropeJicsi 3eleHblii OFOHeK.

KenTt, Ckagnep 1 YepuTH NOYTH OQHOBPEMEH-
HO BCKPMKHYJU M Habpocuauch Ha Xpuuy. I'ypk B
SIpOCTH TIPOH3UTEJLHO 3aBM3KaJ, NMOMbITAJICS CXBa-
TATb AHXEJNMKY 3a fUlaTbe, HO HeyAauyHo, U yman
Ha.4yeTBepeHbKMU. JIMOUS Xe BbiXBaTWJia KOPOTKHIA
aBTOMaT, KoTopwuiit gan el KeHT, ¥ BeicTpenuna
cecTpe B CIMHY. -

3BYK BbLICTpe/la B MAJICHbKOH KOMHATe OTTYLLWI BCeX.
AHXeNMKa Crojizjla o CTeHe Ha IOJI, CEKYHAy Helo-
BEPYMBO CMOTpEJIa Ha CECTPY LIMPOKO pacKpbIThIMH [J1a-
3aMM U MeJJIEHHO OMyCTWIach Ha KosneHU. TIpexne uem
TeJIO KOCHYJIOCh Nojia, AHXeJinka 6bula MepTBa.

YepuTH NphBIXKOM OKa3ajnach Bo3je JIMauy U Bbi-
pBajla Y Hee aBTOMAT.

— Tbl cowna ¢ yma! — npoiuumnena oHa.

JInauss nmocMoTpesia Ha Hee, HO B3IJISIA- ee, Ka3a-
Jochb, mpoiten Hackpo3b. CTpaHHas ynbibka Giyxnana
Ha ee auue. YepuTu OoXxBaTUJ yXac.

— 3aueM Thl 3TO cAenana? OHa Xe TBOsSI cecTpa,
JIupna!

— OHa BbiOpasia MeHsi, — npoutenTtana Jinausg. —
HmenHO OHa pasbickana Moux meTeit. SI monxHa 6bina’
ee youTh.

— Ja, ¥ 3a0QHO, MOXeT ObITh, Thl NMOrybuna Hac
Bcex! — B SpoCcTH NpokpHuan KeHT.

OH onycTWJICS Ha. KOJIeHH nepen AHXENUKOH,
NepeBepHY/ €€ Ha CIIMHY M Hallyrnaj NnyjabC.
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— OHa MepTBa, — NMPOM3HEC OH, XOTS 3TO 6BLIO M
TaK sICHO. -

I'naza KeHTa 3aropenuch OT HErofoBaHMs, KOraa
OH nocMoTpes Ha JIuamio.

— 3aueM s TOJNILKO gan TebGe opyxkue, HAHOT...

— MoxeT 6bITb, NPpEKpaTUTE Ha MUHYTKY pyraTb-
ca, — Bmewasncsa IN'ypk. — [locmoTpuTe ciona.

3eneHas jlaMnoyka Ha sILUMKe, JO KOTOpOro Jo-
TPOHYyJIacb AHXKEJMKa, 3aMHUrajla HeCKOJIbKO ObIcTpee.
Yeputn npotsHyna Ckanaepy aBTOMaT, OTOOpaHHBIA
y JIuavu, nogouwmna K wkady U CKIOHWIACh HaX Kpo-
weyHbIM annapatoM. KoHcTpykuus Obiia eif He3Ha-
KoMa. HeMHOro noxoxe Ha CTapOMOAHBLINX Tene(oOH,
TaKo# Xe AMCK ¥ MHOXECTBO HEMOHATHBIX CUMBOJIOB.
TpyOKH He ObLIO, 3aTO MMeNach Kyya MajJleHbKMX KHO-
NoueK, OfHa M3 KOTODBIX Mepuaja.

— Toul MOXelwb BHIKJIOYMTH? — pasfajicsi Mo3aau
ronoc Ckanpgepa.

— 51 He 3HalO, YTO 3TO, — C HECYAaCTHBIM BMIOM
oTBeTHNia UepuTH, U Ha MTHOBEHHE Yy Hee MOsSIBMJIACh
MbIC/Ib MPOCTO pa3buTh 3/I0CHUACTHLIN anmnapar.

— Torma yxonum, — ckasan Ckaanep. — U Hemen-
JIeHHO.

— B 3TOM HeT HEOOXOOUMOCTH.

YepuTH yAMBIEHHO MOAHsANA rna3a, korga Jinmus,
ObICTPO 1AarHyB, OKa3alach BO3JiE Hee, HO He BO3pa-
Xajila, KOTAa Ta NMPOTAHYNAa PYKy K SILUUYKY, a OTCTy-
fWia B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI OaTh €l MecTo.

Manpupl Jiuauu 6bICTPO KM yMesio 3aberayin no
K/aBMllaM, BbIOMBasi CJIOXHBII DHUTM. 3eNieHbI CBET
norac.

— OCHOBHOH CHMrHaJl TPEBOTM BKJIIOYAETCH JIMIUb
CMyCTS ABE MMHYTBI, — MOACHMIIA OHA. — 51 OTKJIIOUU-
na ero.
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— OTKyda Tbl 3Haellb, KaK 3TO AenaeTcs? — OcBe-
nomuncss KeHT ¢ HemoBepHeM B roJioce.

— OpaHaxabl 51 ClyyailHO HaXajla Ha KHOIKY,
otBeTHna Jlnamns. — CecTpa nokasana MHe, UTO HYX-
HO aenarth.

YepHUTH LLYMHO B3JOXHYJA.

— Cnacu6o. Tbl 3010poBO nmomMorna.

. — Cnacu6o? — 3no 3acMesiyicss Kenrt. — Toraa no6-
narojapy ee ellle M 3a TO, YTO OHa 3acCTpesihjia CecTpy.
OTuM OHa aob6aBwiaa Ham Kyuy pa6otbi. [lpaBma, Te-
nepp He Haao JioMaTb cebe rojoBy, KakK MOMnacTh B
XpaM.

— Ilepectanb, KeHT, — yctajo npousHecna Ye-
put. — OT B3aMMHBIX YNPEKOB He OyneT HHUKaKoro
TOJIKa.

Hy, uynecHo, — npoBopuan Kentr. — Teneps
Mbl MOXEM clenaThb BHI, YTO HUYEro He CIYUYMJIOCH.

— 51 Mory oTBecTM Bac B XpaM, — THXO cKasajia
Juans.

KeHT GbIcTpO B3MISAHYN Ha Hee. Yeputu Toxe Gpo-
CWJla HEJOBEPUMBbLIN, YAMBJIEHHbINH B3MIsAL.

— Kak?

— 51 3Haio0 nopory, — ronoc Jinauu cran elue THLIe,
a B3MISA He OTPBIBAJICS OT JIMLIA MEpTBOM cec*rpu -
W s 3Hal0 uepeMOHUa.

Yeputn m Ckagaep oOMEHSITUCh HENOYMEBalOLIH-
MH B3rJsifaMy. '

— Tbl... Tbl TOBOPMILIL, YTO 3HaeEllb, KAK HaM MO-
nacTh... Tyaa? — He noeepwia Yeputw.

— 310 onacHo. Ho, aymaio, nonyyutcs, — noa-
TBepauna Jlunus.

— Be3 TBoeit cectpri? — cnpocun KeHT.

Ero nuuo nortemMHeno ot 3noctH, Koraa Jluaous
KUBHYy/Na B OTBeT. U HeoXuOaHHO OH 3aKpHyai:

— Kakoro xe Toraa 4epTa Mbl 34ech Aenanu?
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Jivans ykasana Ha AHXETHUKY:

— Mbl 30ech M3-3a Hee. OHa foyxHa ObUta yme-
peTh.

— Thsl npuBesna Hac cloAa JHLUb IUIS TOro, YTo6n
MBI MOMOIM TeGe pasnenaTbhcsi ¢ cecTpoit? — 3aopai
KeHt. — U MbI...

— Her, — octaHoBuia ero Jinaua. — He Toabko
s atoro. Sl youna 6bl ee Tak win uHaye. OHa AOMX-
Ha 6bu1a yMepeTb. Ho 31€Ch eCTh HYXXHblE HaM BelLH.
IMnaTest U HECKOJNBKO... MPEAMETOB.

KeHT OT rHeBa cxaj KyJIakH.

— 51 He Beplo HU eanHOMY ee cioBy. OHa CBUXHY-
JIaCh.

— MoxeT 6bITb, — cKa3ay ['ypk. — A MoxeT GbITb,
H HeT. — Ero nuuo euwe Gosbllie CMOPLUMJIOCH, KOraa
OH mnocMoTpen Ha Yeputn. — 51 He MHOro 3HaKw O
XpUuax, HO OHM obnapmaioT GoyblIOi BiaacTeio. Mx
HUKTO He ocTaHaBiuBaeT. Jlaxe BcamHUKH. Ecinu oHm
BbIOpany pebGeHka, TO 3a0MpalOT €ero M BeAyT B XpaMm.

— Ho xak? — HenmoBepuuBo crnipocun Ckaanep.

— IlpuneraeTr miaHep U NepeBO3UT €€ Yepe3 30HY
cMepTH, — oTBeTHia 3a I'ypka Jlugus.

Ee rosnoc ocraBajicss HErpOMKHM, a Ha JIMLE CBe-
THNach BCE Ta Xe€ YyXacHasi yiabiOKa, OT KOTOpoi y
YepuTH no cniMHe npoberana JeasHas OpoxXb. Jinaus
MEMJIEHHO CKJIOHWIach Hal AHXEJIMKOH M copBaja C
€e ler TOHKYIO cepeOpsiHyIO LEMOYKY C KYJOHOM.

— Haxatua Ha 3TOT KaMeHb JOCTaTOYHO, YTOObI
BbI3BaThb IUIAHEpP Clofa, — CKasajla OHa.

YepuTH npoTsiHyNa pyKy K YKpalleHH10, 6odch no-
TPOHYTbCA N0 Hero. OHa MNPUCTAIBHO CMOTpena Ha
Jluonio. Yeputu paspgensina HemoBepue KeHTa nocne
CIIYYMBILErocss M 4YyBCTBOBaja ceOsi OTBpaTHUTENbHO,
OJTHOBpPEMEHHO MOHMMasl, 4To JIMAUS rOBOPHUT MpaBiy.

— OTKyna Tbl BCe 3TO 3Haellb?
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— Ot BHpxwu, — oreeruna Jiuausa. — Korna-To,
JaBHbLIM-JAaBHO, OHa BCe MoKa3ajla MHe. S naxe oauH
pa3 6buta B Lllait-TaaHe.

— Twi? — 3acomHeBaica I'ypk. — HukTo, Kpome
XpeuoB, He Boiaer B Lllait-TaaH.

— 3Halo, — npouentana Jinaua. — A cama ponx-
Ha 6bl1a cTaTh XpHMLe#, Kak ¥ oHa. Ho s 3aGepeme-
Hena, MpexXne YyeM TPOoH30LLJIOo NocBsueHne. C Toro
IHS OHa MeHs BO3HEHaBMIeNa.

— Touemy? — cnpocun Ckanaep.

— Ee Haka3zanu, — otBetnna Jiugusi. — OHa noka-
3ajla MHe TO, Ha YyTo He MMena npaBa. OHa... XoTena
noMoub, YTo6bl MHE NoToM cTano jerye. Korna s 3a-
6epeMeHeNa, ee MOHU3WIM B 3BaHMM. OHa 6bl MeHs
y6wia, ecnin 6bl He Apy3bsi, 3aluMTHBLIME ee. Ho Meu-
Ta cTaTh BepxoBHoit Xpuuei# pa3buinach HaBcerza.

— W oHa oTroMcTHna, 3abpaB TBOMX JeTeil, — cKa-
3ana Yeputh.

Jlunus - KkuBHyJaa. B ee rnasax 3a6nectenu ciessl,
HO JIMLIO CJIOBHO OKaMEHeJo.

— Ha. CHayaysia oHa xoTesna youtb mMeHsi. Ho no-
TOM €if B rojIoBy NpMlIa MAes Nojiyylue.

YepuTH B pacTepsiHHOCTM MoJjiyana. B ee ronose
BCe elle He YKIaAblBaJoCh, YTO AHXEJIWKa MepTBa.
Tenepsp, No KpaitHeit Mepe NMOHATHO, MOYeMy TakK IMoc-
Tynuna Jiuausi. Ha ee MecTe oHa, BO3MOXHO, caenana
6bl TO Xe caMoe.

YepuTH NpOTsAHYJIa PYKY, B3siJia LIENOYKY U TMOBe-
CHJIa ee OCTOpPOXHO cebe Ha 1ero. MeTtal BhI3bIBal
CTpaHHbIe OLUYLUEHHSI, OH Ka3ajJC HU XOJIOOHBIM, HH
TEIUIbIM, CJIOBHO COBCEM He MMeJl TeMMepaTyphl.

OH mpoucxoaut U3 Apyroro Mupa.

YepuTH nouyBcTBOBaJia ceOs HEYIOTHO, Koraa Ka-
MeHb MPHUKOCHYJCA K Koxe. Takoe Xe ollyllieHHe, KaK
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Korga-To B 3Be3lHOM Kopa0Jie, Kak Bcerja, Koraa oHa
npuKacanacb K usaenussmMm ¢ MopoHa, — 4YTO-TO B HEH
C/IOBHO CBOpa‘iMBajoCb, OYATO OT MPHMKOCHOBEHMS K
pacKkajJlieHHOMY XeJe3y.

— 39710 He cpaboTaeT, — yBe€peHHO IPOHU3HEC
KeHnT. — UcueanoBeHre AHXEIUKH 3aMETAT U MOM-
MYT, YTO Mbl He Te, 3a Koro ce6s Bblaaem.

— HukTO HHMuYero He 3aMeTHUT, — Bo3pasuaa Jlu-
ausi. — XKpuu cotHn. OHM NMpHe3XaloT U3 pa3HbIX MECT
v npuBo3sT M30paHHbIX. MHOrKa OHU OTNpPaBASIIOTCSA
B [I0JITMEe MOe3AKHU B MOUCKAX AeTeH. AHXENHUKU Hele™
NSIMU He ObIBaJIO AoMa.

— A nioaM, KOTopbie A0 Hac ObUIM 34ech? — Crpo-
cun KeHr.

— XsaTtut! — pesko ob6opsana ero Yeputu. — Ilo-
roBopuM 06 3ToM nosxe. Tenepb MBI JOJKHbLI HCUE3-
HYTb OTClOAa, — OHa moBepHynach K Jiugun. — Hyx-
HO crnipsTaTh Tpyn. Thl 3Haellb MeCTO, TAe ero HauayT
He CIMUIIKOM OBbICTPO?

Jivans nokasana HasepX.

— Bbllue wecToro ataxa Bce paspylueHo. Tam HH-
KTO HE XWBET MU HHKTO TyAa He XOIMT.

— Xopouo. Toraga MBI COpsiyeM TeJIO HaBepXy H
6yneM HamesiTbCsl, YTO Thl IpaBa U HUKTO He CTaHET
‘ee uckaTb. 3aTeM GepeM omexiay TBoeH cecTpbl M TO,
YTO HaM ellle MOHAAOOMUTCS, U BO3BpalllaeMCsi B YKpPbI-
THe KeHTa.

— Ho s cpasy mory orBecty Bac B Illait-TaaH, —
ckasaia Jluoua. — HaM HyXHa TONABKO LEMOYKA M
oAexna AJisl LiepeMOHHana.

— Hert, — BO3paswia YeputH. — PHCK CNHIIKOM
BeMK. KpoMe Toro, HyXXHO OTTyfa Koe-4yTo 3abpartb, —
OHa moxJonajia pykoh Mo MajleHbKOMY ITHCTOJIETY 3a
peMHeM. — I He 4yyBCcTBYI0 cebsl yBepeHHO, KOIrJa BO-
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opyXeHa Takoil Urpyiukoit. 1 Mbl He MoxeM TaK Mpo-
cro 6pocuth Hat m Bapra.

-— Taxkoro waHca Gosblue He 6yne1" — BCNbUIMA
Kenr.

— B0O3MOXHO, — CNOKOWHO OTBeTHJA LlepuTu. -
Ho mbl caenaeM ato 3aBTpa.

Yeputu rnyboko 3abnyxpanach. lllaHca He Obino
naxe CErofiHs.



TJIABA 7

Bxoa 6b1n1 Tak xopoiuo 3aMackMpoBaH, yto Kaiin,
BO3MOXHO, U He 3aMeT 6b1 ero. OH mpoe3xan MUMO,
M OnpelesieHHO ero nosisjieHue 3aUKCHpOBaAU MOJ-
NIOXHUHBI HaGnoaaTenbHbIX MPUOOPOB M JIOKAaTOPOB, a
Kaitn cnexxku He oOHapyxwi. OH He GOsICS TEXHHKH
MATEXHHUKOB, HO 3TO OBUIO ellle OAHUM AO0Ka3aTeNabCT-
BOM TOTO, YTO €ro CIOCOOHOCTH 3HAYMTEIBHO CHHU3HU-
Jucb. U XOTs1 moka onacHOCTH He NMpPEeABHAEIOCH, HYyX-
HO OblLI0O BHHUMAaTEJNbHO CHeAUTb 3a coboii.

— Tonoxnau 3necs! ,

YenoBek, Ha3BaBLIMII ceOs ApPCOHOM, yKasaJl Ha
HH3KYI0 OBepb. MaccHMBHasi TOJCTast ABEpb M3 MpO-
pXaBeBlllero MeTtajia GblIa HEMHOrO NMPUOTKPbITA, H
Kaitn noHsu1, 4TO y Hero He XBaTHJIO Obl Cui B3JIO-
MaTh ee. [loMellleHHe oKasaloch MaJleHBKHM: rojas
6eToHHass KaMepa pa3MepoM IMNSTb Ha IMATb METPOB,
JOCTaTOYHO BBICOKHIA MOTOJIOK, UTOOBI BbINPAMMTHCA.
U3 cTeH Topyanu obpe3ku Tpy6 u kabGeneir. Kaitny He
COCTaBMJIO TPYHAa ONpeAesiuTh, I KakKuUxX Lenei 3Ta
KOMHaTa CJy>XXHW/a paHblle.

HecoMHEHHO, OH HaxoAWICsl B TIOpbME. Ha nony
Jilexxan ctapblif MaTpac, psaoM NPUMHUTHBHasi, paboTa-
lolag, BUAMMO, Ha XHWAKOM TOIUIMBE neyb. B mome-
LIEHWHU CTOSJIa BOHb. ’

Kajiin Moiya BolUe M TOBEPHYJCSA K -ApCOHY.
Bopomau mocMoTpen Ha Hero B3risilOM, HE MNpelBe-
1aBIIKM Hudero xopouwero. Cepaue ApcoHa 6Guiiochb
y4auieHHo, Kait 3aperucTpupoBal TaKXe YCHAEHHOE
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Bble/IeHHEe aApeHaJIMHa M TOTa. APCOH MCMBITHIBAI
CTpax.

Ho mnouemy? YysctBoBai, uto Kaitn He TOT, 3a
Koro cebsi Bbioaer? Ho 3To HEBO3MOXHO.

— Yro BbI cobMpaeTech CO MHOM aenaTb? — CIpoO-
cun "Kaitn, korna MSATEXHHK XOTeN 3aKpbiTh ABEPD.

ApcoH Memun ¢ otBeToM. OH nocMmoTtpen Ha Kaii-
Jla, HO 1O HEMOHATHON NMPUYMHE HE CMOT BbIAEPXATb
ero B3rnsaa. OH Bce Gonblue HEPBHHYAI.

— Hwuuero, — HakoHeu mnpousHec ApcoH. — Hu-
Yyero, €cJIM Thl CKaXellb MpaBLy.

ApCOH 3aKpbll ABepb, HO Mpexle YeM 3anepeTb
ee Ha 3alBUXKKY, CHOBA NMPHUOTKPLUI U 3aIjIsiHYJ1 BHYTDb.

— Tebe yTO-HUOYAbL HYXHO?

— 51 xouy nuTh, — oTBetun Kaitn.

— Xopowo. Tebe nMpuHECYT BOIBI.

OBepb ryxo 3awenkHynacs U Kaitn ocrancs onuH.
Buino TeMHO, ¥ BHe3almHO OH OOHAapyXWJ, 4YTO 31eCh
oyeHb xoyonHo. Kaitn 6bicTpo noBeicuS TemnepaTypy
CBOEro Tejla U M3MEHMJT KOXHBbIH MOKPOB TaK, YTOObI
OH -COXpaHsJl TEIJIOBYIO 3HEpruio. 3aTeM OH cesll Ha
Martpac, MOAXaJ KOJEHW M TIOrpy3MJICS B COCTOsSIHME
Ha TpaHM CHa M TpaHca, yTo6bl He YYyBCTBOBaTb HH
BPEMEHM, HH XoJnoja, HU MyuMUTeNnbHOW Xaxabsl. He-
CMOTPS. Ha 3TO, MaJieHbKas YacTHUYKa ero CO3HaHHus
6oapcTBOBaJIa — KOTAA CNYCT HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi Ap-
COH BepHyJCs C BOjo#, To Hawen Kaila npoxaluum
ot xonona. EnBa oH 3akpwin 3a coboit aBepb, Kaiin
pasoM OMNMYCTOLIMJI YaluKy ¥ BHOBb NMOrpy3wicsl B COH,
rpaHUYaLIMil C TPAHCOM.

[Mpexne yeM ero onsiTh pa3dyaun 6e33BYYHbIA
CHrHaj TpPeBOrM, .MpOUUIO ToyTH floaTopa waca. K
ABepU NMPUOAMXKAIUCDH LIarK, lIard HECKOJIbKUX JI0-
HJeit, cpeay KOTOpbIX ObUla XEHLIWHa, 3aTeM MOAHS-
Jlach 3aBUXKa U ABEPb CO CKPUIMOM OTBOPHJACH. -
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Apkuit nyy cBeta OoT pyuHoro ¢oHaps ymaj Ha ero
nauo. 3pauku Kaina cy3uauch M oTHUIBTPOBAIH
6onbliylo yacTb cBeTa. Tenepb OH CMOT paccMOT-
peThb T€X TPOMX Y ABEpM Jiyyllie, yeM OHM ero. He-
CMOTPs Ha 3To, Kain moaHsn pyKH, 3aliMILasAChb OT
cseta. Koxa crana cepoit, a moa riaasamMu Jexajiu
TeMHble KpyrM. OH BBIDJISIAEN KaK YeJIOBEK, CHIJIbI
KOTOPOTO Ha MCXOZAE.

— Brixoau! — paspancs He3HaKOMBIit rojoc.

Kaitn HenoBKo NMOAHSNCSA, CTapasiCh He MEpeMrphi-
BaTb, NMPOKOBLUISI K ABEPU M HECKOJILKO pa3 3axmy-
puiicd, CNIOBHO I1a3a HMKaK He MOIJIM TMPUBBIKHYTh K
ceeTy. 3a 3TO BpeMsl OH YCriel BHMMATEJIBHO pa3risi-
IeTb JIIoAeit, CTOSILMX Nepes HUM.

Kpome ApcoHa, 3aech GbUIO ellie YeTBEepO: CTpOif-
Hasl XyAeHbKasi [eByLIKa C KOPDOTKUMM TEMHBIMHU BO-
JlocaMM, CyAsl Mo ofeXie, MeCTHas XHTeJlbHULa, ABOE
MATEXHUKOB B MNATHUCTOM YHUPOPDME M BBICOKHM
MYXYMHa C OKpalUeHHOH B 3eJIeHbIi LBET MNpAAbIO
BOJIOC, YTO cpa3y Gpocanoch B rinasa. Kain onpeae-
JIUJI TNocjielHEro KakK caMoro oracHoro u3 Bcex. He-
CMOTPSi Ha MNpPOCTOBaTOE€ BbIpaXeHHE JIMLA, B [Jla3ax
BEJIMKaHa YUTANCA OCTPBIA YM.

— 910 bapT, — ApCOH yKa3ajl Ha MyXYHUHY C 3e-
JIEHOW TpsiAbio. — Bbl 3HAKOMBI?

Kaitn nmokayan romnosoii.

— Het. Ho s cnbiutan o Ttebe. Thl mpaBast pyka
Ckangepa, He TakK JiM? — OH MOBEPHYJICA K AEBYuWI-
Ke. — A ThI, HOMKHO ObITb, H3T?

— Tl ¥ 0 He#t cabian? — HacTopoxwuics bBapr.

Kaitn BHyTpeHHe B3nporHya. He ponyctun nu oH
ownbky? Ero cnosa nuub ycununu Heposepue bBap-
Ta, BMECTO TOro yTobObl pacrnojioXuTh K cebe. Kaiin
MEIJIEHHO KHUBHYII.

‘— 51 uckan Bac. He uMeHHoO Bac o6oux, a Ckanne-
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pa M NpYrylo XeHIUMHY. MHe cka3aau, 4TO Bbl MX
conpoBoxnaere. ['ne oHu?

ApDCOH XOTeJl OTBETHUTb, HO Baprt OblcTpbIM, ene
3aMEeTHBIM JABWXCHHWEM OCTaHOBMIJI €ro.

— Mbl oTBeneM Tebs k HuUM. [loitaem.

Bapt sran. K1 xotss ApCOH He cMOTpen B €ro CTo-
poHy, Kaiin 3aMeTun, 4yTo OH cjerka B3OpOrHyJ. 3pay-
KW ApCOHa HEMHOTO paclUMPHIMCh, U3MEHMIICS 3amnax
nora. Hapsany c mpyrumu Ttanantamu, Kaitn obGnapan
ellle ¥ TMPOHMLATEILHOCTbIO fNeTeKkTopa Jixu. Ob6Mma-
HYTb WIH YTauTb YTO-TO OT HEro GbUIO HEBO3MOXHO.
JIu6o kanutaHa JIsiipa ¥ wapka 3aech HeT, 1MGo Bapt
He coOMpaJicsi OTBECTH €ro K HHUM.

Crapasicb He BbIAaThb CBOUX mnoao3peHuit, Kaitn
nocJjiefoBajl 3a MATEXHHUKAMHU Briyob MOA3EMHOIO yK-
pHITHS.

~ IlepBoe ero mpeanosoXeHWe NMOATBEPAWIIOCH: Ja-
GUPHMHT NMOA3EMHBIX NMPOXOAOB M IUTOJIbHU ObUIM KOI-
Ia-TO YacThi0 KaHaJM3aLlMOHHOM CHMCTEMBbl ropoja.
Kaiin 3anpocun MHoOpMauMI0 B ceKTope NaMsATH U
y3HaJ1, YTO' UMEHHO B 3TOH YacTH IUIGHEThI NMPOM30LL-
au obwinpHele paspyuieHnsi. KopeHHble XHTeNaH BoC-
CTaJIM NPOTUB KOJ'IOHH3aTOPOB M, MOCKOJIbKY OHH BJia-
IeNU TEepMOSIAEPHBIM OpYXHEM, YyCIelu NpeBpaTHUThb
6OJIbIIYI0O YaCTh TUIAHETHI B MYCTBIHIO, MpPEXIE 4YeM
YAQJIOCh CJIOMHUTB ‘MX COTNPOTHUBJICHHE.

CTpaHHO, HO 3Ta MbIC/Ib Oblla eMy HenpHUsATHa.
OH noceulan ¥ Apyrie MUphl, HOCHBILIHE Ha ceBe ciie-
bl aTOMHOM BOMHBI, MHOTHE W3 HUX pa3pyulieHbl Iro-
pa3no cHibHee, yeM 3Ta rulaHeta. Ho HuKorpa ewe
3peJiMile pa3pylleHHi TaK He BO3AECTBOBAIO Ha HEro.
CrtpaHHoO.

OHM CNyCTMIIMChL IO pXaBoil JieCTHULE B 60Jb-
1oe nomelleHne. BUANMMO, 31 CAyXMN s pa3HOro
pona c60poB — 31ech CTOslla MpocTeillass Mmebenb U
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NPUMHTUBHBINA, HO (PYHKLUHMOHHPYIOLLUHHA IepenaTymK,
nepea KOTOPHIM CHMAEN YEJOBEK B HayLWIHMKaX U C
mukpooHoM. Kpome Bapta u ero conpoBoxaaroLIHX,
3lecb HaxOOMJIOCHh ellle MOJIAIOXHUHLI Jiloaei. Bce Bo-
OpyXeHbl M OveHb 6AMTENbHLI. B BoO3ayxe 3amaxio
onacHocTbio. Hano 6biTh ocTopoxHBIM. [To Hen3BecT-
HO# ellie MPUUMHE MATEXHUKH He noBepsiu emy. Kaitn
OLUEHWJI CBOM WLIAHCHI CMpPaBUTbCS C 3TUMH JIIOObBMHU
KaK HeluloXxue, Beb OH NMpPaKTUYECKH HEYsI3BUM.

— Canp! — Baprt ykasan Ha NMoJOMaHHBI AWBaH.

[Mo3aau cTosinm nBoe. ONMH M3 HUX TMOJIOXWI aBTO-
MaT Ha COTHYTYIO DYKY, HO He CHSUI OpyXHe C TNpenox-
paHuTens. Jyno BToporo aBToMara yrpoxarollle Haiese-
Ho Kaitny B cnuHy. Ecnu HauHercsi 6opbba, npuaercs
no3aboTUTbCss 06 3THX ABOMX B MEPBYIO Ouepelb.

— T'me xanutaH JIaitpn? — cnpocun Kaiin.

— IMosxe, — orBetun bapt. — CHayana Tbl OTBe-
THWb HaM Ha mnapy BorpocoB. MTak, Tebs 3oByT Kaitn.
Thl enewrb Ha MallMHE LIAPKOB, HOCHILb HAIly OHEX-
oy W roBopuiub Mo-Haulemy. Kak Xe BBILUIO, YTO S
TeGsA He 3Hal0?

— S He wapk, — Bospa3un Kaitn. — A Bcerma
XOTeJ UM CTaTh, HO... — OH Ha MHHYTY YMOJIK U CMYy-
WEHHO YNBIOHYNCA. — Sl He OTBaXWJICS TIPUIATH K BaM.
IMoGosincs.

— B0O3MOXHO, Thl TOBOpHIUb MpPaBAy, — XOJIOAHO
npousHec bapT. — Thsl WINHOHUA 32 HaMKU?

— Jla Het xe, — 3amuwainca Kaitn. — 5 Habmo-
aan, He Oosblue.

Kaitn HuueM He puckoBan. JI3HHENb OGBACHUN
€My, YTO MOJioAble MapHU M NEBYLWIKH MOCTOSHHO
nepexoaMyii K luapkaM. MHorue, 4YTto6bl ymMepeThb.
JIMUb HeKOTOpBLIE M3 HUX BHIAEPXANH 3K3aMeH Ha
MY>KECTBO.

" — Mpbl He TepnuMm wnuoHoB. Te6e 3TO U3BECTHO?
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— Ja, — oreetun Kaiin U3MEHHUBILMMCS roJIOCOM. —
Ho ecnu 6bl 1 He WIMMOHMI, KaK Bbl BbIpaXaeTeCb, TO
He cmor Obl ceiiyac Bac npeaynpeauTb. Bbl B omnac-
HoctH. Tlpexne Bcero JIsitpa u Ckaagep, HO aymaio,
M Opyrue Toxe.

— Yrto cayuunocnb? — cnpocun baprt.

— S... Ol Hepanexo OT Ballero ropojaa, Koraa
npuneteau naanepbl, — Havan Kain. — A cnpstancs.
Ouu He obHapyxunu MeHs. Ho 3aTo s Bce BuUen.

Bapt BHUMaTenbHO npucnywusaics. Kain suan,
yto bBapT yXe MOKMHYN ropoa, Koraa ero 6oM6uau
60eBbic MalUWHBl J2Huens.

— Tui Bce Buaen? — cnpocun oH. — CKONBKHX
napHe# oHu cxsaTuau?
— MHorux, — 4yectHo orBeTusn Kaidin. — Hasep-

Hoe, GonblwiuHcTBO. HekoTophle yGexaiu B ropbl, HO
TpyTHH [I3HUens ux Bbicnegwan. Bo3MOXHO, KTO-TO
crnaccsi, HO Takux HemHoro. [locne 3Toro mnjaHephbl
pa36oM6bunu ropon. S npsitancs Henomaneky M He OT-
BaXHUJICA NMOKHUHYTh CBOE YKDBLITHE.

Bapt Monuan. Ero nuuo okaMeHesno, HO cepile
3acTy4yalo BABOE ObICTPEE M DYKH CJIETKa 3aJpOXaJiH.
Tem He meHee Kaitn nmouyBCTBOBaI, YTO 3TO cCKopee
SIpOCTh, YeM O0Jib.

— Hanblie, — 6pocHJI OH CITYCTS HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl.

— Kak s yxe ckasaj, s1 Haluen yKpbiTHE, HO He
OCMeJIMJICA ero NMOoKuHYTb. ITouTH ABa AHsA npocupen
B newepe. U Tyt npuneren Kopabib.

— Yrto 3a kopabap?

— OrpoMHBIf JNieTaloUMi OUCK, — OOBIACHHUI
Kain. — S takoro euie He Buaen. Iloxox Ha mia-
HEep, HO B JecATb pa3 6onbiue. U3 Hero BeILLIM He-
CKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK M Kyya MypaBbeB, a NMOTOM elle
O[MH -4YeJIoBeK, NMo-BUAMMOMY, caM JI3HHeIb.

— JlaHuens? — B mia3zax bapra BHOBb BCMBIXHYJIO
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HepoBepve. — OTKyda Tbl 3Haellb, KaK OH BbIMJIfA-
auT?

— 51 1 He 3HaKW 3TOro, — CMOKOMHO BO3pa3ui
Kaitn. — Ho ckopee Bcero, 310 GBI MMEHHO OH.
MypaBby npocTo HaApbLIBAIUCh, CTapasiCh BbIMOJIHHTb
moboe ero xenaHue. PIOgoM ¢ HUM NMOCTOSSHHO Haxo-
auncs ewle Kto-To. Yesosek.

° — Kakoe TouHOe onucaHue, — cba3Buaa HosT.

— 51 He pasmsgen ero, — 3sawmiuancs Kaivr. —
OHu 6bUIM B ABYX MHUJAX OT MeHs. Ho a Buaen, xak
[3Hunens noaro ¢ HUM MeperoBapuBajicss. A MOTOM TOT
CXBaTMJI OJHY M3 BalllMX MallMH W yexaJl M3 ropoja.
Yepe3s napy MHHYT Kopabib B3JeTell.

— WM noatomy Thl peli, YTo Mbl B OMAaCHOCTH? —
HacMelIMBO cripocuia Hat.

— Her, — orpbisHynca Kain. — Ho korga oHu
yNeTeNIN, 1 BEPHYJICS B rOpOA M, B3SB MOTOLHMKII, IOC-
JefoBai 3a 3TMM THUNOM. BaM Beab MOMOINIM XHUTENTH
MaJIeHbKOM AEepeBYLIKM B ropax, He Tak Jiu?

— Ortkyna Tel 3TO 3Haewb? — mia3a bapra cy3wince.

— S cneposan 3a HuM, — oTeBetun Kain. — He
cnpailliMBaiTe MeHs,.KaK OH Hallled BaluW Clelbl, HO
310 eMy yaanocb. OH npuexat B JepeBHIO H... — Kain

3aMOJTyaJl, CJIOBHO €My CTOMJIO YCWJIMI TOBOPHTb AaJlb-
we. — OH Bcex yow.

— Yr1o?! — bapT MOACKOYMI KaK OT yaapa.

— HeBo3moxHO, — y6exneHHO npou3Hecna Hat. —
.B nepeBHe XMBYT MOYTH..:

— Bce 6GbinM MepTBbI, KOTIa si NMpuexaj, — repe-
6un ee Kaitn. — Bce, kpomMe OQHOH OeBYLWIKM, — OH
nocmoTpes -Ha Hat: — OHa npuMepHO TBoero Bo3pac-
Ta. OHa Gbl1a paHeHa, HO ellle MOIJila TOBOPUTh M pac-
CKasajla MHe, KaK BCe MpOM30LUIO. A TIOTOM yMepha.
Ee apanu JIn3. Tel 3Hana ee?

HaT kxuBHyna.
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— Yrto TaM cayuyunochb?

— JIn3 He ycnena MHOro pacckasarb, — YLIea OT
orBeta Kain. — Ho Bce Bbimsigeno Tak, OyaTto oH
pa3bicKMBaeT Bac. W 3HaeTt, rae BbI.

— 51 He Beplo HM €OAMHOMY TBOEMY CJIOBY, — CKa3a-
Ja Hat. — OauH 4yenoBeK He MOI CTOJILKO HAaTBOPHTb.

— JIus ckasana, oH... — KaiJ1 ceKyHny MCKajl HYX-
Hoe cnoBo. — MeTa-BouH. Bbl cablliany o Takom?

— Mera, — nonpasBui ApCOH U IJla3a €ro noreMm-
HEJX OT BOJIHEHMs. — Mera-BouH. S ciabllan O HHUX.

— YTto 3710 Takoe? — cnpocua bapr.

— CBoero pona UCKYCCTBEHHO CO3JaHHBIN cyrnep-
MEH, — THUXO OTBETHMJI MSATEXHUK. — OHU HCMONB3YIOT
TaKUX CYLIECTB, €CJIM HE CNpPaBJISIOTCS OOBIUHBIM CIO-
coboM. M ecnu XoTb MOJOBMHA M3 TOro, YTO O HHX
pacckasbiBaloT, NpaBfa, s He XoTea Obl OKa3aTbCs
3AeChb, KOraa OH MOSIBUTCS.

— Hac Beap Gonplue npaauaTtH, — ckasan bapr.

ApCOH HeBeceJIo 3acMestyiCs.

— Ilapy ner Ha3ag oguH M3 HUX B EBpomne paspy-
LW B OAWHOYKY LEJbIH ropon.

310 Gbuta uucTasg npasga. B uHdopmaumu, Koto-
pyto Kaitn nonyyun o ruiaHeTe, 3aperMCTpMpOBaH Ta-
Ko# ciyyait. Kain nuiub yAMBUJIICS OCBELOMJIEHHOCTH
ApcoHa. BuauMo, Mexny KOHTMHEHTaMH CYLLUECTBO-
Bal o6MeH MHGOpMaLHeil.

bapt 3a6ecnokomicsi. CeKyHoy OH CMOTpeJ] MHUMO
ApcoHa B NMYCTOTY, MOTOM mnoBepHyJics K Kaitny.

— Hrak, 3TOT cynepMeH HaxoAUTCs Ha MYTH cloja.
Torma obbsicHM-Ka MHe, APYXOK, KakK Tebe yaaaoch
npuexaThb paHblle, KOJib YXX OH TaK XOpoiu?

— Otkyma MHe 3HaTh? — 3aynpamuica Kawn. —
JIu3 ckasana MHe, TAE Bac HaiTH, U A cpa3y Xe Ioe-
xas. MoxeT ObITb, OHM €ro OOMaHyJu WIM OH rIe-TO
3ajepxajcs.
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[Mpuxon ciue onHoro MsTexuuka nomewan Kaiiny
LOTOBOPUTH. DTO ObLI OAMH M3 TeX, KOTO OH BCTPETHUJ
B nycThiHe. BuicTpo, eaBa He moTepsiB paBHOBECHE,
SBHO YeM-TO BCTPEBOXEHHbI MYXUYMHa CIYCTHJICS MO
NeCTHHUE M nogo3Baj K cebe Apcona. Kaitn Bugen,
KaKk OHU BO30YXIEHHO NeperoBapuBajJiuCb, HO HE pa-
306paji HU cioBa.

He TtpeGoBanocs, obnapate GoraTtoit daHTa3meit,
4yTOGBl AOrafnaThCsi, 0 KOM lLi1a peyb. APCOH HECKOJIb-
KO pa3 B3MJIsSHYN B cTopoHy Kaitna, u B3risa ero nom-
payHen. HakoHel Bouienuiuii 4To-TO Mepenan emy, U
ApCOH, cnpsATaB NMpeAMET 3a CIUHOI, noxowen K bapry
v Kaitny. Kaitn BHyTpeHHe Hanpsircs. [Ipou3oununo yro-
TO HemnpeABUIAEHHOE.

— Yto cayuwnocb? — crpocui Bap'r

ApcoH Memnuin. OH cmotpen To Ha Kaitna, To Ha
Bapta, n Kaiin 6bu1 yBepeH, 4To 3TH ABOE MOHMMAIOT
apyr gpyra 6e3 cios. bapT He ABUHYJCS C MecTa, HO
B pyKax ero MosIBWIOCh OPYXHE C SIOBUTO-3€JIEHbIM
KPHCTAJUJIOM.
~ — TonbKo IeBENBHUCh — U THl MEPTB, — CITOKOM-
Ho npousHec bapr.

Kaitn 3amep. OH ewle He 3HaJ, YTO MPOU3OLLIO, HO
MOHsJ, YTO ero MackKupoBkKa Gosbllie He AeHCTBYeT. Y
Hero HeT wWwaHcoB. bapr ObicTp. BoamoxHo, ymacrtcs
yBEpHYThCsl, HO Kaitn He uMen HM Maneiluero noHs-
THSI O MPUHLMNAX NEHCTBUS OPYXHsl, KOTOpOe Ha Hero
Hauenun Bapr. Takoro Gnactepa oH elue He BUIEN.

— Kak BBl poraganuch? — HEBO3MYTHMO CMpO-
CHUJI OH.

— Joraganuce?

Hat oxnyna. Ee rnasa paciuupwinch. OHa, Kasa-
Joch, JIMILB Tenepb TMOHsJa, YTO mpousouuto. Jlioau
no3aau Kaiisa nocrneuHo MOKHHY/IN 30HY BO3MOXHO-
ro BLICTpENa.
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BapT He OTBETHMJI, HO ApPCOH MNojoliesa Ha Lar
6nuXe M BBIHYJI PYKYy HM3-3a ciouHbl. Kain ysuzen
nsaxKy, HanoJHEHHYIO UM Yy BOAOEMa M NpHUKpen-
JIEHHYIO paHblle K cemly MoTtouukiia. Henpocturens-
Has owMbka. Kain He moHuMas, Kak OH MOT AOIMyc-
TUTb TakoW NpoMax.

— CT3H MepTB, — cKasajn ApCOH.

HaT BomnmpocuTeNbHO nocMoTpesia ‘Ha HEero, U Ms-
TEXHUK AEMOHCTPaTUBHO MOAHsUT (IsXKY BBEpX.

— CT3H 6bUI C HAMH, KOrAa Mbl HallI¥ 3TOro THUMa,
W 3axoTef NMUTh. [lyMalo, oH yBHIea QIISIXKY U caenan
OONbIIOHA TJIOTOK.

ApCOH ropbKO paccMesiicsl, OTKPYTHJ KPbILIKY H
npotsaHyn ¢asry Hart. JleBylika MoHIOXana COAEPXH-
moe, oOMakHy/la KOHYMK YyKa3aTeJbHOIro mnajblia W
OCTOpPOXHO Tionpo6oBajia Ha A3bIK.

— OTpaB/ieHO, — HEI0BEPUYMBO NMPOMU3HECSAa OHa. —
3TO BOAA M3 MCTOYHMKA, MMMO KOTOpPOro Mbl MpOXO-
awin. J1aHuenb 3apa3swi MX Bce.

— Jla, — MpayHO noaTBepAwa ApcoH. — A 3Hal.
N CT2H OT OHOTO MIOTKA yMep; — OH KMBHYJ B CTO-
poHy Kaina: — A OH Her. '

— Ho 3T0 Xe HeBO3MOXHO, — Bo3MyTHaach Hat. —
A 3Halo 310T 4. OH yOMBaeT yejioBeKa 3a HECKOJIbKO
4acoB. :

— YenoBeka, MOXeT ObITh, — cka3an bapt. — Ho
s Aymalo, Hall JIpyr: He 4YejloBeK.

— BepHo, — otBetun Kaitn u 6pocuncs Ha Bapra
C HeyeJoBeueCcKoi ObICTpOTOM, a wiapk eue GwicTpee
HaXaJl. Ha KypoK cBoero 6nacrepa.



ITIABA 8

JleHb MpUGAMXAICS K KOHLY, a OHM elle He [I0-
Gpanuch A0 6a3bl MATEXHMKOB. Ha oBpaTHBIN MyThb -
NoHajo6ua0Ch GoNiblle BpEMEHM, YEM pacCuMTbIBala
‘Yeputn. OHM easa He MOMaNM B Janbl MaTpyis, 3THUX
YXaCHBIX XYKOB, W TPHUXIObl MPATAINCh B pYyHHaX,
nponyckas BpaXeckKue KOJIOHHBI. Ha BceM nytd M3
ropoga OHM He BCTPETHJIM HHU OOHOTO 4YejioBeKa. AH--
XeJlMKa He TIpeyBe/iIMYMBaIa — ropojl B MOJIHOM CMbIC/ie
CNnoBa 3aTawj AbIXaHWe OT cTpaxa. Y YepuTH BO3HHU-
KJIO IypHOE MpeaYyyBCTBUE, U OHO MOSBWIOCH HE TOJBKO
M3-3a MPUCYTCTBHUA BCaAHUKOB MopoHa. UTo HHM ro-
BOpM, a 3KCIEAMUHMS B TOPOJA MOJHOCTBIO MPOBAIM-
Jlace. : .

Ona HarHana KeHra u JIuanio ¥ cxBaTHia MapHs
3a pyKy TakK GBICTPO M Ipybo, YTO OH M He TomyMal
BbIpLIBAaTbCSl, @ JIULIb YOAUBJIIEHHO YCTaBMJICS Ha Hee.

— S ponxHa c To6oit NOroBopuTh, — cKasaia Ye-
putH. — Ceiiyac. o

KeHTt Mosya cmotpen Ha Hee. 'ypk u Ckammep
YAUBJIEHHO OGEPHYJIUCbh, HO yOEpXalUCh OT KOMMEH-
TapveB W TOLAM Jajblie.

= Yro c Toboit ciyumsnocs? — NpAMO CHpocuna
Yeputn. — Ecnm y Tebs eCTb XelaHHE BbIICHUTBH OT-
HOLUEHHSA, TO JAaBai 3TO caejlaeM ceiuyac.

— HemennenHo, na? — KeHT BhIpBajICA, U Iniasa
ero cBepkHynu. — Iloka Mbl ogHH?

— TouHo, — noarsepawia oHa. — HUnu 1ebe Hyx-
HO NoOAKperuleHHe, YTOGBI CNpaBUTBCH C XEHLIUHOMN?
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KeHT BCnbiXHY/N, HO ObICTpO B3si1 ceGs B pyKH,
nokKayaj rojioBoii U NpoGOPMOTaI YTO-TO HETIOHAT-
Hoe. 3aTeM NMPOU3OLLIO HEUTO CTPAHHOE — FHEB B Ila-
3aX Morac, U OH CMYTHJICS.

— U3BuHU. MHe oueHb xanb. 5 Ben cebs yxacHo
rayno.

— 3TO yX TO4HO, — UepuTH ynbiOHyacChb, MOHSB,
yto KeHt He ob6bupencsa. — Hanacte Ha Llait-Taan
ceituac 6b10 Gbl CaMOYOGHIICTBOM.

— S nyman, mns 3TOro Mbl M OTIPaBUJIHUCHL B TO-
pon, — otBeTun KeHT.

— Hy, He Tak Xe npocTto: 6e3 njaHa, 6e3 cHaps-
XEHHWsl, OJlHHM, — OHa, CHOBa pa3JpaxasiCb, Moka3sajia
Ha [ypka u Ckanmepa, oCTaHOBMBIUMXCS HEMHOTO
Bnepenu. — Ecnu KTO M OTNpaBUTCA Tyla, TaK 3TO 1 U
Ckapnep. Dto Hawa urpa, KeHt, — He TBosi, — noba-
BWJIa OHAa TOHOM, He TEepNSIUMM BO3paXKEHHUHW.

— Ax! — BockiukHyn KeHT. — A s-To oymai, Bbl
NPpULIM K HaM 32 MOMOLUBIO.

IMpo cebss Yeputn npokiiHana c06c1'BeHHylo He-
caepxaHHocTh. YepT nmobepu, oHa 3Hana KeHta He
C/IHUWIKOM ROJro, HO C APYroi CTOPOHBI, JOCTAaTOYHO,
4yTOObl MOHATH, KaK C HUM MOXHO pa3roBapuBaTh.
HesaBucumo or Toro, npaBa oHa MAH HeT.

— [Ha, o710 Tak, — oTBeTH]Na YepuUTH KaK MOXHO
Mmsirue.

OHa 3agyManachb, -B3OXHyJa M [OMOJuYaja mnapy
MHMHYT.

— MHe xanb. 5l Toxe HaroBopuna riynocreii. Te-
nepb Mbl KBHTBI, JJaqHO?

Kent Huuero He otBetms. Cyns no ero B3rsAy,
BCE CKJIAJbIBAJIOCh HE TaK MpPOCTO.

— KeHT, — Tepnennso npousHecna Yeputu. — MHe
oueHb Xanb. 5| Mory cebe NpeacTaBUTb, YTO Thl YYB-
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cTByelub, npasna. Bel yxe MHoro et 6operech npo-
THB MOpOHa, U Tenepb...

— TlosBnsietech Bbl M pa3bsiCHsIETe HaM, YTO Mbl
6bUIM MAMOTaMH,; — MPOAOJXKMI 3a Hee KeHT c rops-
Koit ycMelikoit. — Tbl Belb 3TO XOTejia CKa3aTh?

YepuTH xoTena cka3aTb APYroe, HO He CTaja CIo-
PHTb.

— Yepr nobepu, — BHe3anHO nporoBopwn KeHT. —
KoneuHo e, Tbl MpaBa — s 3HAIO TaK Xe XOPOLUO, KaK
M ThI, YTO MBI HE MOXeM 3anpocto BopsaThcst B lllaii-
Taan u 3axBatuTbh ero. Ho ThI...

— Jlyyiuie MeHsl 3TOro HMKTO He 3HaeT, — MSATKO
npousHecaa YepuTH, Korza OH 3anHyJICS Ha MOay-
cJioBe.

YepuTH XOpPOLLO NMOHUMAaIa, YTO TBOPUTCS B AyllUe
3TOro MapHs, — U ynpekana ce6d. B cyuiHoct, KeHT
M €ro ApY3bs HUKOrAa He ObIIM MATEXHHUKAMH, M MO3-
Xe, nocjie pa3roBopa ¢ AHXEJIUKOW, 3TO NMOATBEPAH-
nock. OHM JMIIb HEMHOTO MOMIpaid B MapTH3aH, Ja
¥ TO Mol KOHTposieM MopoHa.

— BaM He MpeACTaBMIIOCH BO3MOXHOCTH Hay4YHTb-
csl BoeBaTh IMO-HaCTOSILIEMY, — NMPOJOJIXWJIa OHa.

— YTo Xe HaM HYXHO ObUIO Hmenath? — OropyeH-
Ho cnipocun KeHT. — Bpemst oT BpeMeHH CTpensiTh BO
BCaAHMKOB M HabJi0AaTh, KAK OHM B OTMECTKY yOHMBa-
1ot cto Hawux? Unu Hanactb Ha Lllaji-TaaH ¥ XAaTh,
KOTa OHM B3OPBYT 3TOT MPOKIATHIH ropon?

— KoHewHO Xe, HeT, — MSrKo Bo3pa3ujia Yepu-
TH. — Bwi...

— O# BbI, ABOE, KOrJa 3aKOHYHMTE CMOPUTH, MO-
JoiawuTe ciofa, — BMELIANCA B PasroBOp Pe3KHii ro-
Joc. — KTo-To npubauxaercs K Ham.

Yeputu ucnyraHHo obepHynack. I'ypk, JInaums wu
Cxannep sanernu Ha rpe6He coceaHeit MIOHBI. Jluaus
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ycTaBMJIaChb B NMpPOCTpaHCTBO, a Ckaanep B3sil GUHOKIb
M YTO-TO pAcCMATPHUBaJl B I0XKHOM HamnpaBJIEHUM.

— Mbl npomo/iKMM Hall pa3roBop Mo3xe, XO-
poiuo?

He noxupasicb oTBeTa, YepuTH nocrneuuna K xoJj-
My. Ckagaep, Kasajoch, YCAblLUaJ c¢e LIark M rnopjan
3HaK ABHUTaThCsl OCTOpOXHee. UepuTH npononxuia
CBOM NMYTh COTHYBIIUCH.

OHa HEBOJIbHO 3aXMypuJjacbh, Korga Ha rpeGHe
JIOHBI 3axofsillee COJIHLIE yaapuio eil B rjnasa. Yepes
HECKOJIbKO CeKyH1 UepuTH 3aMeTwiia MaJIeHbKYIO Yep-
HYIO TOYKY, NMPHOIMXKaIOLLyIOCss B OrpOMHOM objake
nbuin. He oueHb GHICTPO M CO CTpaHHOI TpaeKTopHeit,
HO B MX HarnpaBjieHUH.

— YTo 3T0? — cnpocuna oHa.

Ckagnep OonycTwl OMHOK/Ib U TMOXaJ MNjeyaMy.

— Mortouukn. [ymalo, onHa M3 HalIUX MaulWH,
HO HUKAK He NMOHMY, KTO enerT.

— WU npexne Bcero, 3auem, — po6aBun ['ypk u
nosicHiun: — CTos6 NbiIM BUIOEH Ha HECKOJIbLKO MWJIb.
DTOro uypaka JIerko MOTYT OGHapyXHTb.

— Wnu oH ryn, win ecTh CylIeCTBEHHas NpHUUU-
Ha, yTo6bl 3a6bITh 06 OCTOPOXHOCTH, — cKa3zan Ckan-
Aaep.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi oH cMoTpes Ha YepuTH U Kap-
JIMKa pa3fyMbiBasi, MMOTOM INPUMOAHSJICA, NOBECHI
GMHOKIIb Ha LIEI0 M B3sJ1 B PYKU aBTOMAT.

— Paspenurech. DTO0 MOXeET OBbITH JiOBYWIKOH. U
HU 3ByKa.

KeHT u I'ypk yausHynu 6e3 auWIHUX cioB, a Jiu-
NSl TIPOCTO OCTajlaCh CTOSITh, YCTaBUBILUKChH B IMYCTO-
Ty, CIOBHO M He ciblliana npukasa Ckapaepa.

— [Mo3a6oTbcst 0 Heit, — cka3an Ckajmep BMOJTO-
Joca U GBICTPO MCYE3 B YKPHITHH OIOHBI.

Yeputn cxBatwia JInauio 3a pyKy ¥ norawmiaa 3a
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coboit. XKeHIluMHa MOCAYLWIHO CJlefoBajia 3a Hei, HO
IBurajach 6e3BOJIbHO, KaK Kykja. YepuTH nmpHuIioch
BHOBbL CXBaTHTh €€ M PbLIBKOM 3aTalllMUTh 3a Ky4uy KaM-
Heil, HamoJIOBHHY 3achlMaHHbIX NMeckoM. JIuwb Koraa
OHU ynernuch, YepuTn 3aMeTHJIa, UTO 3TO He OBGJIOM-
KM cKaJl, a 6eTOH. BO3MOXHO, Moa MX HOraMu Jiexan
ropo, pyMHbl KOTOPOro 3aHecjio neckoM. OHa OT-
Opocuiia 3Ty MbICIb, MOCMOTpeJia Ha NpUOIMXaIO LU~
¢ cTond nbIM U cHoBa oOpaTujia Bce BHMUMaHHWEe Ha
Jinomio.

— Toul B nopsiake?

K ee yausnenuio, Jlugus cpearnpoBana Ha BO-
MpoC JIMLlb Yepe3 HECKOJNIbKO CeKYHA. MeuleHHO, KaK
4eJIoBeK [MPOChINalOWMiCA Mocje UIMTENbHOIO CHa,
OHa MOBEpHYy/Ja roJjioBy M MNocMoTpena Ha Yeputu.
[TocTeneHHO XMW3Hb BepHyJiach B ee Iiasa.

— Ilouemy Tbl cnpaiuuBaelib? S He HyXnalchb B
yTEeLIEHUH.

— S npocto cnpocuna. Kak npyr, — pasnpaxeHHo
oTBeTIa Yeputu.

— A 3actpenuna ee, ga? — cnpocwiaa JInaus, cios-
HO He pacchnbliiaB otBeTa. — SI AymMalo, oHa MepTBa,
BEepHO?

JInaust ynei6Hynacb, ¥ YepuTH TPEBOXHO NMOCMOT-
pena Ha Hee. CocTtossHue JIuauM oka3aoch Xyxe, yeM
OHa ayMaina. AGCONIOTHBIM Ge3yMueM 6bUIO JOBEPUTH-
€A XEHLIMHe, KOTOpYl0 OHa e[Ba 3Haja M KOTOpaf,
BMAUMO, GNIM3Ka K MOMeUIaTeNIbCTBY.

Yeputu cmepuna JInauio neqaibHBIM B3TJISIAOM,
NMoBEepHYJIaCb U CHOBa MOCMOTpesa Ha IOT.

O6nako MM MPUOIUXKANIOCH, U TEMepb OHAa JaXe
C/bIlIAJIa THYXOE XyXokaHue MoTopa. Ckangep npas,
PaBHMHY MepeceKaJl MOTOLMKI. DTO HEMHOro ycno-
kouno Yeputn. MOpOHBI MONBL30BAIMCH Pa3HOTO pojaa
YN0BKaMH, HO OHH He CMOIIM GBI ycaauTb CBOEro
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TSXKEJIOTO YETHIPEXPYKOTrO BOMHa-HACEKOMOTO Ha JIBYX-
KOJIECHYIO MaLLMHY.

Ckanaep, OUeBHAHO, NMPHUILET K TAKOMY K€ BbIBO-
Iy, MOTOMY YTO MOKHMHYN YKPHITUE W TIOOHSJCA Ha
rpe6eHb aioHbl. HekoTopoe BpemMs OH MNpPUCTaIBHO
cMOTpesll B GMHOKIIb, TIOTOM TOBEPHYJCSI M B3MaxHYN
pykoit. Ueputn Memnuna. OHa He XoTeja OCTaB/IATb
Jlunuio oaHy. Ho 1apk MaxHyn eule pa3, Gosee Ha-
croitunBo, ¥ YepuTH Havyana npoOUpaTbCcsi K HEMY.
IMocneaHue NECAThL METPOB OHA MOJI3/Ia Ha YETBEPEHb-
Kax. )

— Bot, — Ckanaep npoTaHyn eit 6uHOKIb. — Kak
Thl AyMaellb, KTO 3T0?

YepUTH C TPYIOM YAIOCh pasMISAEeTb MaJleHbKYIO
YepHYI0 TOUKy B BMXpe Tecka — W 3aTeM OHa B yAMB-
JIEHHH TOACKOYMA.

— Hbat! — B 3aMewaTenbcTBe OHA omycTuia OM-
HOKJIb U mocMoTpesia Ha Ckagaepa. — 51 U He 3Hana,
yTo H3T yMeeT ynpaBasitb MOTOLMKIIOM.

— OHa U He yMeeT, — yxMmbuUibHyJics Ckappep. —
Ona cBepHeT ce6e wel. U 310 o6s3aTesibHO CIyYHUT-
cs! INownu!

OH cripbIrHY/ U HeTeprneauBo rnomMor Yeputu cnyc-
TUTbC. OHU noGexanu.

MoTtouukn 6bicTpo nmpubauxancs. Hart, onpesge-
JIeHHO, 3aMeTWIa MX U ewe npubaBuia CKOPOCTH.
Ilecox ¢oOHTaHOM BBUIETEN M3-NMOA 3aJHEro Kojeca,
Korzma oHa 3aTopMmo3uyia. HaT 3akpuuana, He cripasisi-
SICb C HaKpeHHBUIMMCS XapjieeM, U ynaja B TI€COK.
MawmrHa npoexaja elle HEMHOro ¥ YTKHYJach B JIOHY.

Cxaanep B IBa MpbIXKa oKasaicst BO3je JAEBYLUKH
M onycTuiicad Ha KoneHU. OHa He ABurasach, U Ckan-
[iEp MCIYraHHO CKJIOHWJICS Haa Hel.

— Yro ¢ Heit? — 3akpuyasia Yeputn. — OHa paHeHa?-
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Ckangep He orBeTun. [lomoitas GauMxe, oHa yBH-
[ena, 4To JMUO ero nobjedHesio OT ucnyra. A pyKu
Ckagmepa, nbiTaBlierocss NpUNogHATh H3T 3a mueum,
6buIM B KPOBHU.

* % M

BriepBble B )xu3Hu Kain McrnbiTbiBaJl HETEPNEHHE.
Tpu MHUHYTBHI Ha3ag OH OCTAHOBMJICSI HA KOHTPOJIBHOM
nyHkre. Ero ymoctroBepeHue noTpeGoOBajiM IS Mpo-
BEPKM — yXe OAHO 3TO ero B3Gecwso. [InactukoBas
KapTa yIOCTOBEpeHHsl MepBOro Kjacca He Morja ObiTbh
danbliKBoit, M He cnenoBasio 3abupaTh ee, YTOOBI ybe-
IUTBCS B MOMIMHHOCTU. HO OH 3Has, YTO YeThIpexpy-
KW He TposBJisT COGCTBEHHOM WHMLMATHBLI, BeAb 3TH
CyllleCTBa Majio YeM OTJIMYaloTCcsl OT po6OTOB, a CIIyrH
HUYyero He fenaloT 6e3 npukasa. Buaumo, Ha To 6b110
ocoGoe pacriopsiXeHHe.

Kaitn HeTepnenuBo orjisinesicsi, oXuias €ro Bo3-
BpalleHuss. OH Haxoawacs Ha oKpauHe ropoaa JleH-
Bepa; HeNajJieko OT CBOEH LUeaH, U CKOpPO HaCTYTIHT
MOMEHT, KOT4a OH CXBaTHUT JI3MpA ¥ BBIMOJHMUT MNOpYy-
yeHue. [Ipouuto yxe wiectb AHEH € TeX MOp, KakK OH
NPHCTYMUA K 3afaHMIo. Bce ¥ Tak CIAMILKOM 3aTSHYy-
JIOCh. )

danTacTHueckas peakuusa Kaitna, He uckiovas U
U3psAHOIM OONH Be3eHUsT (JaXxe ecM OH He xoten cebe
B 3TOM MPHU3HATbCA) MOMOIJM €MY BBIXWUTB MU B 3TOT
pa3. B nonyMeTpe oT ero MallMHbI acaibT BbIlLEP6-
JieH, a c3aau ABa GecOpMEeHHBIX NMATHA — CAelbl OT
BBICTPEJIOB YETBIPEXPYKOTO.

Co6CcTBEHHO TOBOPS, HE ObIJIO NMPHUYMHBI CEPAUTL-
€Sl Ha HUYTOXHOIO NMPUCIHYXHHUKA, 3JTUThCS CIIEAOBAJIO
Ha ceOs M Ha cBoe 6Ge3rpaHUYHOE JIETKOMBLIC/IHE —
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BbEXaTb B .OAEXIE MATEXHHMKOB B TOPOXA;, Ha KOTOPBIH
pacnpocTpaHsieTcsi npaBwiao crta. Ecau 6bl OH XOTb
MMHYTY NMOpPa3MbICIWUJ Hal TeM, YTO y3Hall MO JOpore
K MATEXHHKaM M B KX Jilarepe, TO MOHsiA Obl, UTO 3a
OIMH KOCTIOM €ro MOIJIM 3acTpenuTh 6e3 cyna W cien-
cTBUsi. BTopasi cyuiecTBeHHass olinbGKa, OOMylieHHas
MM 3a KOpOTKoe BpeMsi. 'JaBHbII AOBOA, KOTOPbIA
Kaiin Mor npuBecTH B CBO€ OmnpaBlaHHE, 3TO TSIXejoe
paHeHue, a Npollecc pereHepaluvy, BUAUMO, MOBIUSI
Ha paboTy Jjoruyeckoro MbiuuieHusa. OQHOBPEMEHHO
OH TIOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO 3TO HE €QWHCTBEHHasi NMpUYU-
Ha. MoxXeT ObITb, BOOOLLE HE NMPHYMHA...

Kaiin ckonb3Hyn B3MsiAOM MO HUYEro He BbIpa-
XaIOLKUM JIHLIAM HacEKOMOrO M TPOHX €ro NMOMOLIHU-
KOB, HabJIIOAaBLIMX 32 HUM CO CIUH OGOEBBIX XYKOB.
Hwu pa3y emy He ynanoch nNpoyMTaTb XOTb YTO-TO Ha
KX (PU3INOHOMMUSAX, NPEACTABASIOLINX COOOI OpOroBeB-
wpe Macku ¢ ¢aceTouHbiMM rnasamu. OaHako Kain
oulylan Bpaxae6HocTs. HeBeposiTHO, HO OH rOTOB ObUI
NOKJISICTBCA, YTO 3TH CYILECTBA XANElOT, YTO He yOu-
JIK ero.

BosspalleHue 4eTBepTOro HapyLIMUJIO XOH €ro MbiC-
JIef, CTpaHHbIX M 3amnpelleHHbIX. YeThipexpykuii no-
noleT GLICTPBIMU HEYKJIIOXKHMMY LIaraMu, OCTaHOBMJI-
csl BO3JIe HETO M MOKJIOHMJCS. OnHOM M3 pyK OH
npotsaHya Kaitny xapTouky, NOBepXHOCTh KOTOpO#H ellle
6bl1a Teroi. BUaMMO, yeThIpeXpyKHit NPOBepsi ee C
MOMOILBIO 3JIEKTPOHHOTO OETEKTOpa.

— Moxelup exaTb! .

YeTbipeXpyKHii pa3roBapuBajl C LUIUMNSALMM aKLIEH-
TOoM, O4YeHb MemieHHo, u Kaitn nodyBcTBOBas, Kak
TPYOHO eMy JaBajMCh HeoObluHble 3BYKH. OH Mor Obl
MOroBOPHUTh Ha MX fA3bIKE, HO BHE3aNMHO MCIbITAJ JIEer-
KO€ 3JI0pafiCTBO, YTO TOMY NMPULUIOCH NMOMYUYHTBLCS, U
CIIPOCHJI Ha SA3bIKE IUIAHETHI: )
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— 3ayeM Tbl nMpoBepsin? YIOCTOBEPEHHE HEBO3MOX-
HO mojaenarb, Thl Xe 3Haelub. 51 MoTepsin nparoLeH-
Hoe BpeMsi.

Cnyra noMeanun c orBeToM. 3aTeM H306pa3ui
CJIOXHBIH XECT TpeMsi pyKaMM.

— Ilpukas ryGepHatopa. Bce mOKyMeHTHI mnpoBe-
pATb [Ba pa3a M pa3sHbIMM crocobaMM.

— Jlaxe Mera-BouHa?

— llpukas 3ByuyMT: NpoBepsiTb BCE NOKYMEHTHI.

Kaitn xoren BbIMmajiuTh 4TO-HUOYAL IHEBHOE, HO
JMWDb MOXaJl TUieYyaMU M CNpsiTajl JOKYMEHT B TOTai-
HOM KapMaH KypTKU. MosekynsipHasi CTPyKTypa TKa-
HU U3MEHMNach, OHa CTajla MArye, APYTrOro I(BeTa H
¢dopmel. Jlaxe noa peHTreHOM OHa OBl BBITJIAZEIA KaK
OObIYHasi KOXa.

310 B3MISIHYB HamnoclelOK Ha 4YeTBephIX MaTpyb-
HbIX, Kaitn BepHyncss Kk MOTOUMKIY, 3aBeJl MOTOp H
yexan. Ero mpasasi pyka 6onena. OH cioMan ee, Koraa
ynajl ¢ MOTOLIMKJIa, U KOCTH elle He CPOCIUCh OKOH-
yaTeabHO. B HOpMasibHO# Ob6CcTaHOBKE OH 6bI OAHHMM
pa3oM McrpaBwiI aedeKT, HO pereHepallMOHHas CIo-
COGHOCTBL €ro Tejia B MOCJEAHUE Yachl 3HAYUTESIBHO
ocnabna.

Kaitn ocosnan, yto yynom usbexan cmept. Moiu-
HOCTb OPYXWsI, U3 KOTOporo cTpejisan bapr, oka3anach
HaMHOTO BbIlUE, YeM OH MNpeanojaral, M XOTs Jyd
9HEPr¥M JMIIb KOCHYJcs ero, Kain exsa He ymep.
Ecnu 310 OpyXHe cuenaHo 3mechk, TO, BUIMMO, TEXHU-
4YecKoe pa3BUTHE TUIAHETHI A0 KOJIOHU3aUUU AOCTHUIIO
6oJlee BLICOKOTO YPOBHS, YeM MOXHO TpEAMOIIOXHTE
Mo BUAY OMNYCTEBLIEro ropona.

Kaitn moexan ObicTpee. PeB ero MaluMHBI 3XOM
OTAaBaJICSl B MYCTHIHHBIX yiaUUax, U OH O6bu1 abco-
JIOTHO yBEpeH, YTO IpHBIEKaeT Bceobliee BHUMa-
HHe: B ropojie, rae JeiCTByeT NMpaBUiio cTa, 6pocaeT-
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cs B TIJla3a JaXe YeJIOBeK, OTKPbITO Mepexo.s LHit
ynuuy.

Ho Kaitn u He nblTasics mMackupoBaTbcsi. Hanpo-
THB — NpUOIUXKasACh K AOMY, KOTOpPbIii €My omnucail
YMUPAIOWUN MATEXHHUK, OH NMPUIAJl CBOEMY TeNy Mep-
BOHa4YaJIbHYI0O QOpPMY: CTPOITHOTO, O4EHb MYCKYJIUCTO-
ro MyX4HHbI, BO3pacT KOTOPOro TPYAHO OMNpENESUTb,
C CYpOBbIM, HO CUMMAaTUYHBIM JIMLIOM, TEMHBIMH [/a-
3aMM U KOPOTKMMM YepHbIMU BosiocamMu. [TopBaHHas
ofexaa lIapKoB MNpeBpaTWiach B MaToBbIii ob6neralio-
UMM KOCTIOM C MHOXECTBOM KapMaHOB U NeTesiek, Ha
rpyay W CMMHE TIOSBWIMCh MHralolllHe >XeNTOo-Kpac-
Hbie OykBbl «M» — MOpPOH, 4TO BHECJO MOCJEeAHUI
LWITPUX B.€ro.3KUNUPOBKY. Tak OH, MO KpaiiHeil Mmepe,
MU30EXKHUT OMacHOCTH ObITb MOACTPEJEHHBIM 6€3MOo3r-
JIbIM HacCeKOMbIM.

Yepe3 Heckoabko MMHYT Kaitn okasasncst Ha yau-
ue, rae cros AOM Xpvilbl. OH OCTAaHOBMJI MOTOLIMKII
M MpolleN OCTaBlUMECS CTO METPOB MELIKOM, YMEJO -
YKpbIBasicb B TEeHW 3aHUil. B xonne nomMa OH ocTaHo-
BUJICA W TIPUCIYLLAJICS.

B 3pmaHum 6bUTO THXO. Cnabble 1IOpoxu obuTate-
Jieil JoMa He BbI3BIBAJIM omnaceHuit. Kain mocran muc-
TOJIET, OCMOTPEJICSI 10 CTOPOHaM U U3MEHMJ CTPYKTY-
py ra3. Tenepb, B nojayMmpake, €ero ria3a pabGoTaiu
Nyuile MH¢ppakKpacHoM KaMmepbl. BoiliepGaeHHBIH, NOK-
PBITBIA TBUIBIO MO3aMYHBII MOJ XpaHWJI MHOXECTBO
Pa3HbIX TEIUIOBBIX CJIEAOB, BEAYLIMX K JIECTHHULE H
o6patHo. Kaitn aHaJiM3aMpoBasl MX HEKOTOpoe BpeMs,
Npexae 4eM -3peHne HopMah3oBanoch. OH 6bul paso-
yapoBaH. Ciieipl XOpOlIO 3aMETHBI, HEKOTOpLIE OYEHb
cBexue, He GoJbllie Yyaca — HO HX CJIMLIKOM MHoro. B
rnocjeaHUe Yacel OECATKH JIIOAEH BXOAWIU U BbIXOAM-
a1 U3 noma. HeBO3MOXHO onpenenuTh, YUUIH JIH
JIaifipa ¥ MSATEXHMKH..
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Munyry Kaitn pasaymbiBan, Msfs Ha JIECTHHULY,
3ateM HanpaBuics K audty. [To Bceit BuaMMocTH, nudT
He paboTtan yxe net nsaTbaecsat. PaspylieHHas kabuHa
nexana roa obGJiloMKaMM B MoABajie IOMa, HO CTajlb-
HoOl Tpoc, nMoaHMMaBLUMiIt ée, Ha MecTte. Kaitn nepe-
Opocusl opyxXue B JIEBYIO PYKy M Moleprajl 3apXaBeB-
WHA TPOC. YIOCTOBEPUBLUMNCH, YTO OH BBIAEPXHT €ro
Bec, Kaiin pewrntenbHO WarHya B WaxTy U noJie3 Ha-
BEpX.

OCTOpOXHOCTb OKasajnach M3nuuiHeir. Ha BTopoMm
3TaXe TOXE HUKOro He 6b110. OH GecluyMHO NMpPoOaoJ-
XWJI CBOM NYTb W; OCTAHOBMBILUMCH Y KBapTUPBI XPH-
Ubl, 3aMep.

BepositHocTb Toro, uto JIalipa ocTtaBuia JIOBYLUKY
6bina HeBesuka, Ho Kaiin He mor puckoBaTth. OH oc-
TOPOXHO OTKpBIJI ABepb W mnpucnyuwanca. Tuxo. B
KBapTUpPE HUKOTO.

Onnako Kaitn moyyBCTBOBajl, YTO 3[€Ch YTO-TO
npousounio. Ero cBepxyyBCTBUTE/NIbHbIE OpraHbl yjao-
BMJIM 3amax MnoTa M HaJluuue Ipyrux cybctaHUMiA,
BBIAENSAIOILUMXCA M3 OpraHM3Ma 4ejloBeKa B 3KCTpe-
MaJIbHbIX CHUTyauusx. U ele: B KOMHaTe CTPENSIH
U3 orHectpenbHoro .opyxwus. Kaitn 3akpeun 3a coboit
IBEpb, 3aCyHyJl MHUCTOJIET 3a TMOSC M BHHMATEJbHO
OCMOTpeJICH.

Ero npeanosoxeHue noaTBepaAMJIoch. B cTeHe
PALOM C ABEPBIO OH OOHapYXWI BLIOOMHBI OT MO Kpaii-
Hell Mepe JecATH APOOMHOK. A 4YTOOBI OmNpenenvuTb
MPOMCXOXIEHHE TEMHOro NsATHa y ABEPH, HE HYXHO
6biTb Mera-BoMHOM. Kaitn npucesn, npoTaHyN PyKy K
TMATHY KPOBU M KOCHYJICS €ro KOHYMKaMHU TMaJIbLEB.
KpoBaBoe MSTHO MOYTH BBICOXJIO, XOTS TOSIBUWIOCH OHO
coBceM HenaBHo. CaMoe Gonbliree, yac Hasag. OH ynyc-
i Jlaktpa, Ho Huuero. Cyns mo BceMy, OHM YUUIH
MIELLIKOM.
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Ho kTo ctpensin u nmouemy? Heob6xogumo Beisic-
HUTb 3TO, MpexIe UYeM NpOomOJIXaThb NpecjeloBaHHe.

Kaitny norpeGoBajioch NsiTb MUHYT, YTOObI OObIC-
KaTb BCIO KBapTHpPY M3 ABYX KOMHAT M NMPUMMTUBHYIO
BaHHYy10. OH He HallleJl HUYero HeoGbIYHOro, HO YTO-
TO Y3 KBapTHUPBlI MCYE3NIO: TUIaTAHOM 1wKad B cCriaabHe
Obi1 HanoJioBMHY nyct. Kaitn peuimn moxepTBoBaTh
BpeMeHeM, UYTOObl YyTOUHMTb, KaKWe BEeLUW MOHamo0u-
auck JIalpn U ee cnyTHUKaM.

Boiios B KOMHaTy, OH o0OpaTHMJ BHMMaHHWe Ha Ma-
JIEHbKUI TpaHCMHUTTEp psAOM cC aBepblo. [IpuMUTUB-
HbII MPUOOpP ¢ MaOi AATBLHOCTBIO NEUCTBUS, HO BMOJ-
He ucrnpaBHbIi. Kailn BCKpBUI KpBILUKY Y Mpoluencs
nanbliaMyu To KHomkaM. Ha mepeaHeit maHenu 3aro-
peiach MaJieHbKas 3efieHas JlaMIouyka, MyJbCupysl B
onpeneneHHoM puTMe. KTo-To HaXXMMaJl KHOMKY Tpe-
BOI'M, HO NOTOM OTMeHuJ curHaj. Kaitmy HyxHa Obula
UH}pOpMaLIMA O XO3siiiKe KBapTHUPBI.

Kaiin paszobpan tpaHcmurrep. Ha 3TOT pa3 emy
MOHano6WIOCh GONbllie BpeMEHH, MpexXae YeM MaJleHb-
Kuit npubop BbINOJIHUN 3aaaHue. HakoHew Kaiin Bcta-
BWJI MJIaTy M HaXaJl KHOMKY. YBHIEB TaKoe, ObIBluas
Biafenuua npubopa npocro 3aMmepsia Obl OT yAMUBIIE-
HHS. YacTb MaTOBO# MOBEPXHOCTH TPAaHCMUTTEpa MNMOK-
pbllach cepeGpUCTHIM HaJIETOM, a BHYTPM YTO-TO 3a-
wymMeno. ITansusl Kajina BBICTYKMBaJM KO B
IBEeHallaTU3HAYHOM cHCTeMe TpaHCMUTTepa. CrtaTuy-
HBI# ILIYyM Hcye3, YCTYIIMB MECTO OrOHbKaM B ¢opme
6ykBel «M» — MopoH. ’

Kaitn n cam yauBuicssi TOMy, KaK OBICTPO ycTa-
HoBMJIach CBs3b. Ko, KOTOpheiit OH HaGpaj, MMen
BoICUIMI npuopuTeT, HO [[3HHens Gbln ryGepHaro-
pOM BCEH IUIaHeTHl M, CIeNOBaTEJbHO, 4YEJOBEKOM
ype3BbIi4aifHO 3aHATHIM. Emie 6onbuie Kaitna yau-
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BWJIO TO, KaK ObICTPO OH OTBETHJI Ha 3BOHOK. Ha
KpolleYHOM 3KpaHe mnosiBUjiIoch Juuo [sHuensd,
yejJl0BE€Ka, KOTOpOro ‘-lepwm JIaiipn 3Hana kak Jnek-
TeHaHTa CToyHa.

— Kaiin! — daHuenb, noxoxe, ckopee obpanoBa-
cs, 4yeM yauBuacsa. — Hukorma 6bl He moaymal, yTo
Tl TaK OBICTPO BbIifIeulb Ha CBSA3b. BuauMo, Tbl cxBa-
THI KanuTaHa Jlaiipn?

— Iloka Her.. OHa omnepexaeT MeHS Ha 4ac.

— Yero xe Thl B TaKOM cJiyyae xaeilb? CxBaTH ee
1 npuBe3n Ko MHe. TeGe M3BeCTeH mMpHKas.

— MHe HyXHa Koe-Kakasi MHdopMauus, — OTo-
3sayica Kaitn. )

JIuuo [IaHueNs NMOTEMHENO OT 3/I0CTH, YTO MOA-
TBEPXAAJIO OLEHKY €ro xapakTepa, caejaHHywlo Kaii-
JIOM, — OH 'He OTJIMYAICS TEPHEeTUBOCTRIO.

— YTo 32 MHdopmauus?

— 51 Haxoxycb B KBapTupe Xpuubi-LlaiT. Homep
TpaHcMuTTEpa — JlenBep 757 Anbda 19.

HdaHuens MaxHyJl pyKOH KOMY-TO, KTO Haxomwics
BHE [OCSTaeMOCTH KaMephbl, NMpexXie YeM MOBepHYThCS
Kk Kaiiny.

— Tbl noMyYULIb MONHOE JOChE YEPE3 TPH MMHY-
Tel. Ho 3ayeM oHoO TeGe?

— Kanurtan JIsiipn noGwiBana 3mech, — OTBETHI
Kaitn. — 51 obHapyxun cneast 60psbbl. Heckonbko
TUlaTeeB M ApYrue BelUM HcUesNu. 51 Ho/DKeH 3HaTh
BCE 0 XO35iIHKE KBapTHDHI.

— Xpuna? — rnasza [I3nuens cy3unucb. — Bonuan
Henpepa Beab ectb llaif-TaaH, He Tak Jn?

Kaitn kuBHYI.

IMonumaro. Tol cuuTaewnb, JIafipa nnanupyer
HamageHue Ha [llait-Taan? Hukorma He ayman, 4Tto
OHa HaCTOJIbKO Oe3yMHa..DTo Xe caMOyGMICTBO.
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— Bowcb, Bbl HemooleHHBaeTe KanuTaHa JIsfpa
M ee cOl3HUKOB. OnHOMY M3 ee Jllofei MOUTH yaa-
Jiocb YOUTb MeHsl. Bbl HOMXHBI ObLIM NpeaynpeanTh,
YTO MSATEXHHUKH pacrnojlaraloT Opy>XHeM BbICOKOH
MOLLLHOCTH.

J2Huenbp MUHYTY oluapalleHHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hero,
MOTOM HEpPBO3HO 3acMesuICH.

— S ayman, Bac, Mera-BOMHOB, HeNb3sl JaXe pa-
HUTb.

Kaiin Huyero He orBetwn. MpoHus [daHuens pa-
3031MJ1a €ro0 U BHOBb MNMpHBeEJa B 3aMellaTesibcTBO. OH
no6aBul HOBbIE OLIYLIEHWUS] K JUIMHHOMY CIHUCKY BO-
MPOCOB, KOTOPBIE XOTEN MPOSICHUTbL MOCJE BBHIMOJIHE-
HUA 3afaHMsA. YTO-TO c HMM OblIO HEe B TMOpSIAKE C
TeX MOop, KaK OH CTYMWJI Ha 3Ty IUIaHETY.

— WUHndopmauus, koTopylo Thl MpoCcHJI, — cKa3al
NoHuens.

Jivuo J3Hmens ucyesso ¢ 3KpaHa. BMecto Hero
MOSIBUJIOCh JOChE XPHLbI, KOTOPOH MNpUHamIIexana
kBapTupa. Kaitny noHago6uiock ABe MHHYTBI, YTOObI
npoyectb Gosee copoka cTtpaHUlL Aocke. Korma oH
3aKOHYWI, NpeayyBCTBHE MEpPEpOC/IO B HACTOSLLYIO
03a604EeHHOCTb.

— Tenepp Tol CcTan XUTpee, — CbA3BUN [IHMEND.

— Xpuua — cecTpa MECTHOH >XHUTENbHMLBI, CO-
nposoxJjamouieit JIaipa. ,

— Hy 4 uyt0? = [d3Huenb npuciylwiaicsi BHHMa-
TeJbHEE.

— Ee pe6benka n36paiu, HO oHa cbexana. Ouesun-
Ho, JIsfipx M Heckonbko lIapkoB rmoMornu ei. I[lpu
3TOM OHM YOWIM TPOMX BCAAHMKOB, PeGEHOK TOXE ymep.

— A Ternepb OHU MOgBWINCH B KBapTHUPE XPULIbI, —
pasmbiusan Jauuens. — Ipoxnaree, yTo 6B 3TO 3Ha-
yusio?
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— He 3uaio, — orBetun Kaitn. — Ecau cneast 60pb-
651 O3HayalT, YTO XpMLA MepTBa, TO peub MAET 006
aKTe MeCTH. )

— Yyws! — o6Gopsan ero [I3Huenb. — YepUTH He
CTaHET 3aHUMAaTbCA TaKOW €pyHIOM.

— Bo3MOXHO, XpHlla XHMBa U HaXOAMUTCH C
JIstipn, — npononxan Kain. — B TakoM ciyyae Mbl
MOXEM cepbe3HO onacaThcsl HanaaeHus Ha Lllait-Taan.

— lMNMonHas uywb! — rHeBHO Bo3pa3un [aHuenn. —
3aueMm Jlaitpa...

OH BHesanHo 3amonyan, u Kaitn yBugen, kak ero
JIMLO MOTEpSIO BCE KPacKH.

— TpaHcMmuTTep!

Kaitn Bompolualoilie mocMoTpesn Ha Hero.

— OHa [OOJXHO OBITh Y3HaJIa, YTO CYIUECTBYET
TpaHCMUTTepHast cBA3b ¢ Hbio-MopkoM, — B3BoJHO-
BaHHO MNpou3Hec [I3Huenb. — KoHeyHo, 3TO eauH-
CTBeHHOe oObsicHeHHe. OHa xoueTr monacte B Hblo-
Mopk!

— B Hbelo-Mopk? — 3acomuesancsa. Kaitn. — Ho
3ayeM?

— IMoToMmy uTo s 3mech, HAHWOT! — 3akpuuan [3-
Huenb. — Tbl moHuMaewb? Eit HyxeH 5!

— E#? Ho... — Kaiin 3amonyan, coobpa3us, 4TO
Hauuenb cnyyaitHo Bbiman ce6s. — EN? — nmosropun
OH elle pa3. — Tenepb s MOHMMal0. 3HAYMUT, BCE Xe
peyb MAET O JIMYHBIX OTHOLUEHHAX Mexay JIanpa u
BaMmH! ’

[3Huenbp He OTBETHIL.

— Bbl BbI3BAIM Mera-BOMHa, YTOOGLI CBECTH CYETHI
JIMYHOTO XapaKTepa, — HefloyMeHHO mnpousHec Kaiin.

— Hukakux cuetoB. OHa yObeT MeHs, ecliM Tpea-
CTaBUTCS TaKOW Ciydyai.

— Bbl He uUMeeTe npasa...
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— Ha uTo s uMelo mpaBo, a Ha YTO HET, peluaTh
He Tebe, — XOJOOHO mnpepBan ero J3HHENb.

— IpaBunbHO, — otBetnn Kaitn. — 51 He pam 3Ttoi
uHdopmauuu xona. Bel oTBeTHUTE 3a CBOe MOBEAEHHE
B IPYrOM MECTE.

— O6s3aTeNibHO, — B SIpOCTH NMpou3Hec [IaHuennb. —
Bynb crnokoeH. Ho cHauana BBINMOJNHM 3ajaHMeE.



ITIABA 9

Pana HaT okasanach He Tako# CTpallHO#M, KaK Ha
nepeblit B3rnsin. Koe-rae cogpana koxa, ywinGel U
CHJIbHO KpOBOTOualllasi, HO He OY€Hb OMacHas paHa
Ha 3aTbuike. Ho nocne toro kak Cxkamnep M Ueputu
OTHEC/M AEBYLUKY B TeHb CKaJibl U YUepUTH ee ocHOBa-
TeIbHO OCMOTpeNia, OHa OOHapyXHJjia HeuTo, €e CHJIb-
Ho ucnyraBiuee. Ha npaBoM Oenpe AeBYIIKH TKaHb
nporopesjia, U Ha KOXe BUAHeNachb TeMHO-KpacHasi C
CHHEBOW, pOBHasi, TOJIUMHOW C KapaHaall JUHUSA
0Xora, MOYTH EeCATH CAHTUMETPOB B JUIMHY. YepHUTH
MChyrajl He BMI paHbl — OHa Oblla He OMacHOi, XOTs
U GonesHeHHoO#. TeMHO-KpacHBIit cien Ha Koxe Hat
OCTaBMJIO Jla3epHOE OpYXHe.

— Yto 3710? — cripocun KeHT, xotq He xyxe Ckan-
nepa 1 YepuTH 3HaI, KaK BHIMIAAUT ClEl JIa3epHOIo
oxora.

— MBI HUYEro He BBISICHHM, €CJIM NpocTto 6yaeM
CTOSAATh BOKpYT, — cKasatl ['ypk. — S OHomXeH ocMoT-
peTh paHy. ' .

Yeputn Memnwia, Ho -Ckaanep, NMOXOXe, BEpHI B
CMOCOGHOCTU KapjiuKa — OH cHelajl COOTBETCTBYIO-
Wit XecT B cTopoHy KeHta 1 YepHTH, nonpocus ux
ocBoboguThs MecTo. Kapiuk OmycTUNCS Ha KOJIEHH
pSNOM C JEBYIUKOM, CKJIOHHWJICS HaJl paHOHM M Hayal
OLLYNbIBaTb CBOUMU TOHKHMM CTapYECKHUMH pyUuKaMH
ee 1welo ¥ maedn. Crnycts HeCcKonbko MMHYT HaT co
CTOHOM OTKpbUIA IJjia3a.
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— Bunure?! — Bockiumkuya ypk TopxecTBys. —
Bot Tak!

Yeputu He oTBeTHsa. BMecTo c/loB OHa cHsla C
nosica AsIKKY, ONYCTHJIachb Ha KOJIeHU psinoM ¢ Hat
U OCTOpPOXHO TpUMNOAHsAa eit ronosy. [leByuika 3a-
CcTOHaa OT 60K, HO B3MIsIHY/la ¢ OJaronapHOCTHIO U
Hauasa NMUTb GONBIIMMM XaOHbIMHU TJIOTKaAMM.

— Teb6e nyuwe? — cnpocuna Yeputw.

HaT knBHyna. Ee ra3a nuxopagoyHo 6iecrenu, u
CKBO3b TOHKYIO TKaHb OJy3kM UYepuTH MOYYBCTBOBa-
Ja, KaK APOXMWT BCE €€ TeJlo.

— Cpacubo, — npoiuentana Hart.

— Yto cayyunocb? — HETEPNENUBO CNPOCHI
Kent. — Iloyemy Tol nokuHyna 6a3y? Yro c ApcoHom
H OCTAIbHBIMU?

— OHU MepTBHI.

— MeprBbl? — KeHT BoinpsaMUIiCH.

— Bpsin an kTo-HUOYNbL BBDKWI, — cKasana Hat. —
OH... 6bi1 nofoGeH Gepcepkepy.

— OH? — KeHT B3BOJIHOBaHHO HarHyncsi. — O uem
Tbl roBopuiub? YTo npousouuto? BcamHMKH...

— Her, He BcagpHHMKHM, — octaHOoBMna ero Hat.

Ee rnasa Gnectenu, CIOBHO BOCIMIOMHUHaHUSA O me-
PEXHTOM ellle pa3 BbI3BAIM CMEPTEJbHBII YXac.

— K10 Xe Torma, yept nodepu, 310 6bIJ1? — B3Op-
Banca Kenr. — I'oBopHu Xe HakoHew!

YepUTH XECTOM MONPOCHIIA €ro yCIOKOUTBCS.

— Toxanyitcta, KeHT! — nosepHyBuucey K Har,
oHa mponomkuna: — IlpocTo pacckaxu Bce Mo mno-
PALKY.

— Bam HyXHO yXOOuTh, — cka3aja HaT, u B ee
rojioce HeOXHAAHHO 3a3ByYyaJld NMaHUYECKHE HOTKU. —
OH B 110001 MOMEHT MOXET NnosBUTbCH 3aech! berure!

— VYcnokoiica! He3aBUCMMO OT TOro, YTO CHAYYM-
‘Iocb, Napa MMHYT HMYETO He pellaioT.
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TeM He MeHee YepUTH HEMHOro MpUMOAHAJIACH U
obepHynach K I'ypky.

— Cxoau Ha X0nM U noHabsonai, — NMonpocusa oHa.

K ee yausneHuio, I'ypk GecripeKOCJIOBHO MOBep-
HyJics W nouiesn, B3ssB y Ckaanepa GMHOKIIb.

— HTak?

— Ha Hac HanasM, — Hauana Hat. — OauH yeso-
Bek. OH youn bapra, ApcoHa M BceX, KTO Haxoauics
B UEHTPaNbHO#M. 51 MpuTBOpMJIach MepTBOl M oOcCTa-
Jlach JieXaThb, TO3TOMY OH He TPOHYJI MEHS, HO S CJIbI-
waja wyM OOpLObLI.

— OpuH yenosek, rosopuilb? — B ronoce Ckaj-
Iepa OTYETIIMBO IMPO3BYYAJIO COMHEHHME.

— OH BbIrIAEN TaKUM 6e300MAHBIM. ... 1 gaxe
noxajesia ero cHayaja.

HaT pacckasbiBajla TUXHM, HO TBEpAbIM TOJIOCOM.
HukTo He mpepbiBajn ee, HO YepuTH BpeMs OT BpeMe-
HU Opocasia B3rsiAbl TO Ha OJHOrO, TO Ha APYTOro, H
OT Hee He yKpbulach HamnpsDkeHHasl 03a004eHHOCTb Ha
auue Ckaapepa.

MuHyt uepe3 nmecate HaT 3akoHuYMJa -CBO#t pac-
CKa3. 3a 3TO BpeMsl OHa HEMHOIO YCIIOKOHMJIaCh M Te-
nepb cupena mexay Yeputn v CkagmepoM, HO JIMLO
ee Bce ellie ObUIO GiegHBIM OT CTpaxa, a He OT cia-
60CcTH.

— W Bce 3TO chenan OOVH-€AWHCTBEHHBIH yeno-
Bek? — moBTOpWIa UepuTH.

— 51 Bepio eit, — ckasan Ckaanep M, yBUAEB BO-
npocuTeNnbHbIN B3I YepuTH, nponomxun: — A cnel-
1Wajl 0 Mera-BOMHaxX. JTO HCKYCCTBEHHO CO3NlaHHbie
CYNEpJIOAM — YYAOBMILUHO OBICTPBHIE Y TNPaKTUYECKH
6eccMepTHBIE.

— BepHo, — nmontBepauna Hat. — A... s Bunena,
Kak OH Opocwics Ha bapra. bapt B ynop crpensin u3
Jlasepa, HO 3TO HE NMpPHYMHHWIIO eMy- Bpeja.
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Hukrto He npomusHec Hu cnosa. Jiuno Ckanaepa
3acThiio, a YepuTH ouwyTHIa THEB, CMELIAHHbIA C
ropeublo, BCNOMHMB O IIMPOKOIUIEYEM LUApKE C 3eie-
Ho#l npsabio. Bosioc. OHU ¢ BapToM ciaMWIKOM Hemo-
JIro 3Hainv APYr Apyra, 4YTto6bl CTaTb HacCTOSLIMMU
ApY3bSIMH, HO €ii HpaBMJICSl 3TOT AOGPOAYLIHbIH BeIN-
KaH, u3obpaxaBliuit U3 cebss rpybusiHa. OH 6bL1 on-
HUM M3 HeMHorux apyseit Ckaanepa. A

— U roe oH Tenepb? — cnpocuna Yepurtu.

— Jlymaw, oH Miuet Bac, — oTBetuna HaTt. — OH
B35J1 MOTOLMKJI M MoOeXajl B FOpON.

— Yac Ha3zan, roBopuiib? — nepecnpocun Ckan-
Iep.

— Okono Toro. He 3Halo, Kak noiaro s exaia.

— 3HauuT, ceifyac OH B KBapTHUpe AHXEIHUKH, —
mpauHo npoposixkun Ckannep. — Ecau ero He 3apep-
XaJiu, TO OH YXe€ 3HaeT, YTO CJYYMJIOCh.

— Ewe ogHa npuyuHa He TepsATb Gojibllie Bpeme-
HH, — po6asun Kenr. — Eciau nmocnewuM, TO ewle
ycreem.

— Ycneem uto? — cnpocun Ckapaep, NoayepkHyB
nocjiegHee CJOBO.

— BepHyTbcs Ha 6a3y, — pa3osnuics KeHrt.

— A 3ayem? _

— 3ayeM? — KeHT OT rHeBa 3agoxHyJscsi. — TaM
MoOU Npy3pa. MoxeT ObiTb, TeOsi He BOJIHYyeT cyapba
TBOMX Jofel, HO g 3aboyycb O CBOMX. Bo3MoOXxHO,
KTO-TO ellle XHB M HyXzaaeTcsi B moMowu. Kpowme Toro,
Mbl CMOXEM 3alIMILATLCS TaM YCMellHee, YeM 3[€eCh.

_ — Yyms! — pesko cxasan Ckamnep. — Twl cibl-
wa, 4To pacckasasa Hat. OH yObeT Hac, kak Bapra
M TBOMX IpYy3ei, eciyd HaineT. Mbl...

— Kent npas, Ckagnep, — ocraHoBUNa ero Yepu-
TH. — MBI JOJKHBl BEPHYTHCS.

— 3T0 caMOyOMICTBO, — TPOTECTOBaJ lLIapK. —
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Kak Tbl AyMaellb, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHM €My NMOHan00UT-
csl, YTOObl CJIOXKMUTDb IBa U ABa M. JOranatbcsi, rae Mbi?
MeHbiue yem uepe3 yac oH OyneT Ha 6ase.

— 51 Xe He roBoplo, YTO Mbl JOJIXKHBI XOAaTh €ro
TaM, — Bo3pa3uia YepuTH HaCTOJIBKO CMOKOMHO, KakK
Morja. — Ho HaM HyXHbl MOTOUMKIIBI, MPOAYKTHL...
Bce Halle cHapsixXeHHE OCTANOCh B Jlarepe MSITEeXHH-
KoB. JlyMaciup, Aaneko Mbl y6exum neikomM?

— S npuse3na 6nactep bapra, — ckasama Hat. —
OH BUCHT Ha MoTOLMKJIE. Sl HEe cMor/la NMpMBE3TH ApY-
rue, nobosinach.

— Torna nogoxnaem ero 3aech M YHUUYTOXHM, Kak
TONILKO MOSIBUTCS, — mpemioxun Ckaaaep.

— Bapt He npomaxHyncs, Ckaagep, — CMOKOHHO
npousHecna H3T. — BT0 He OCTaHOBWIO €ro. ’

— Tbl ownbaelibCcsi, — B CMSATEHHH cKa3ajia Ye-
putH. — Y Bapra 6bU10 Opyxue M3 OGyHkepa.

YepuTH BCTala M OTOLWIA Ha mMapy iuaros. B Hei
Kunen OecCHIbHBII T'HEB, CMELIaHHBI C YXacoM M
oTyasgHUeM. A ceHyac el OoJiblle Bcero HyXHa CBe-
Xasi royioBa. X nosioxeHue, OCTOPOXHO BbIpaXasiCh,
Ha rpaHu Kpaxa. OHa HepewiuTeNbHO orisaenach. C
TPEX CTOPOH BMIHEJAach JIMIIbL MOHOTOHHAs. KAPTHHA
XHU3HU NYCTbIHH, TOJIbKO Ha BOCTOKE BO3BBbIILIAJIACH
OFpOMHasl YepHasi TeHb, CHJIY3T -KOTOpO# HauyMHal
pacnnbiBaTbes. Illait-TaaH. Pyka ee HEBOJBHO cXana
LENOYKy AHXENIHKH, BHCEBILYIO Ha Liee.

— Kro-TO ener! — mpokpuuan ceepxy I'ypk.

YepnTH moackoywmia, CJIOBHO YKyLIEHHas TapaH-
TynoM, 1 mobexana K Hemy. Ckanuep okasaicsi Gnic-
Tpee. Korna Yeputn moGpanach 10 KapjiHKa, OH yxXe
JieXajl psiioM C HUM ¥ CMOTpea B GMHOKIIB.

— K10 Tam? — 3appixasicb cripocwia YepuTH.

Cxaanep OTBETHI He cpa3y, OH HalpsDKeHHO CMOT-
pen B GMHOKJIb, 3aTeM Nepefan ero, Ho He Yeputy, a

. 141



HoaT, xoTopas, kak u KeHrt ¢ JIuaueit, yxe 6blia 3aech.
H»sT nocMmoTpena ¥ B3ApOrHyNa, YTO caealo ee OTBET
abCONIIOTHO HEHYXHBIM.

— 3T0 OH. 3mech!

[poxaluy¥MH pykaMu oHa nepenana GUHOKIIb Jaib-
we. YepuTH HaCTpOMJA YBENMUUTENb 3JIEKTPOHHOIO
6MHOK/SA, U BMECTO YEpHOM TOYKM MOsIBUJICS 06On-
paHHbI# XapneH, B celjie KOTOPOrO CHAEN BbICOKM
TEMHOBOJIOCHIH uejioBeK. YepUTH He pasrjisigena JHLa,
HO B 3TOM He 6bLJIO HYXIbl: HAa HEM MaTOBO-YEPHBIi
KOCTIOM ¢ 6yKBO# «M» Ha rpyaM.

— TIpuHecu MHe 6jacTep, — MOMPOCHNA OHa.

YepuTH ycablliana, kak Ha3T Bcrtana u ynanwnacs
OblcTpbIM 1lIaroM, caMa e MpoJoJiXajla CMOTpPETh B
6uHOKIbL. Mera-BoMH exal OYeHb GLICTPO M C TakuM
HUCKYCCTBOM, KOTOpOe 3acTaBwo Obl Mo3ejieHeETb OT
3apucty Ckapgepa M ero LIapKoB.

«OH BBIMIOHUT .BOBCE HE OMNACHBIM, — MoAyMala
Yeputn, — a ckopee cMelIHbiM». Ho ObIJIO HeuTo,
4yTO 6POCHIIOCH B IJ1a3a TOJBLKO CIYCTSl HECKOJIBKO Ce-
KYHI.

— OH He paHeH, — KOHCTaTMpoBaja YepHTH.

— MoxeT ObITh, €ro TOJLKO 3alenuio, — TMpel-
nonoxun Ckangep.

YepuTH Mokayajia roJioBOM.

— Her. Hat, nomxHo 6rITh, olnbaace. Ero xoc-
TIOM B LEJOCTH M COXpaHHOCTH. Moxer 6biTh, BapT
npomasan?

Host BepHynachk M npotsaHyna eit 6igactep. Yeputu
ocMoOTpejla ero — 3apsn 6aTapeek e€lue He HMCCAK, —
YCTaHOBMJIa Ha MaKCHMalbHYIO MOLIHOCTb U NMOCMOT-
pejla B ONTHYECKUH TMpHLIEN.

Ipouio HECKONBKO CEKYHH, TpexHe YyeM OHa
Halluna uejib. 3a TO BpeMsl ITOKa OHa BO3MJIach C Opy-
XXHEM, MOTOLMKJIMCT 3aMETHO MPUOIU3IUIICA.
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— OcraBb cebe BpeMsi, — THXO cka3an Ckanmep.

UYepuTH KHBHY/a, ee Majblibl ObIIM BO3JIE KypKa,
HO elle He Kacaiuch ero. Ecim xoTb mosoBuMHa M3
TOro, 4to pacckasajia HaTt 6bl10 npaBnoi, oHa ycneer
BBICTPEJIUTh TOJILKO OAMH pa3. YepUTH TUIATENILHO
NnpUUeNnIach, 3aTeM NpoBesia pyKoi Mo rjia3aM M npu-
LeJnIach elle pas.

TOHKHI, HEBBIHOCUMO SIDKHIT Jyd BbUIETENT U3 3e-
JIEHOro KpHcTajula Ha cTBoJie 6nactepa, ¥ MOTOLMKI C
BOIMTEIEM HCYE3 B OpaHXeBO-KpacHOM obJiake OrHs,
BO3HHUKILIETO M3 HUYETO.

YepuTH 3aKpbina rjia3a, COCUMTalla B yMe A0 MSATH
¥ CHOBa INMOCMOTpeJia yepe3 IMpHLe.

Ha ToM MecTe, rae TOJLKO UYTO ObLI MOTOLIMKI,
KUTean mnecok. PackajieHHbie AOKpacHa OGJIOMKH Me-
TaJula. pa3bpocano Mo 3emijie, HEMHOTO AaJIbllUeE Jiexa-
JIO TEMHOE TeNO0, KOTOpOE JIM3AIH SI3bIKM .TUIAaMEHH.
CrpaHHO, HO YepuTH He UcCMbITAIa HUKAKOIO YIOB-
NeTBopeHUs:, youB Bpara. He uyBcTBOBanoch gaxe
obneryeHusi. He3aBMCHMO OT TOTO, YTO OH COBEpLIHII
M Ha 4beil CTOpPOHE CTOSUT — 3TO ObUI YEJIOBEK, a He
HaceKOMOe-MOHCTp C JajieKoil 3Be3bl.

YepuTn Mosya BCTajla, NocTaBuja 6iactep Ha
NMpeoXpaHUTENb U MOBEPHYIACh.

— Mera-meH! — HacMelUTHBO npousHec I'ypk. — Xa!



IJIABA 10

Bonb. Aronusa. Crtpax. Hukorma B xu3nu Kain
HE MCNBITBIBA] TaKUX MyK. Ero BocmoMuHaHMs crep-
JINCh, NMPEBPAaTHJIUChL B YEPHOE MSITHO, KaK U €ro TeJo.

OH Gonblle He 3Haa, keMm 6bul. Yem. 'me. Mupiui-
JIeHWe CKOHUEHTPHpOBaJIoCh Ha Oejiol ropsuieil Toy-
K€ B HMTIIE, MbUIAIOLUEM COJIHLE, COCTOSLUEM TOJIbKO
U3 cTpaxa, 60JiM, HEBBIHOCUMBIX MYK M arOHMH — U
ele XeJaHUsS yYMepeTb.

Ho on He ymep. Teno noBpexAeHO CWibHEE, YEM
Korga-nn6o. OH 6BLT COJNOKEH, OTPOMHOI CUJIOH 6po-
LLIEH Ha CKaJibl, €ro NMPOTKHYJIM pacKaJ€HHbIe JOKpac-
Ha 06JIOMKH, 3aJIWJIO TOPALUMM OEH3NHOM U KHUMSILUEH
JIaBO#, HO OH JO CHX IOp XHB.

Kaitn B mosHOM cMbiciie ciioBa mnoObIBaJl B any,
rpouies ero rnJjamsi, HO TAe-TO B IMOAEpPruBaloILIEMCS
IJIa3MEHHOM CryCTKe, B KOTOpbIii NpEeBpPaTHJIOChH €ro
TeJlo, elle Tenauach >XH3Hb. KJETKM M3MEHUWJIUCh.
CropeBllle TKaHW HayaJli pereHepupoBaTh, HEPBbI U
MYCKYJIBI pOCIIM ¢ (pbaHTaCTUUECKO#H OBICTpOTOM, 3aHO-
BO (pOpPMHPOBAIUCb KOCTH.

Haxe co3narenu Kaitna, BO3MOXHO, YAMBUIUCH Obl,
yBHIEB, KaK MpeBOCXOAHO paboTan HMCKYCCTBEHHBIH
MEXaHH3M pereHepaluM OpraHu3ma.

INpoxonwnu yachl, craBuive Wi Kaitna Be4HOCTHIO.
Hactynuna Hoyb, M yXacCHBIN XOJIOA BBI3BaJl B CKOp-
YCHHOM TeJie- HOBble, HeBbIHOCHMble 6onu. Kasaocs,
TOJILKO CMEPTb MOXET NPEeKPATUTb YYJOBUIIHbIE CTpa-
JaHMs.
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* W *

YepuUTH HWHCTHHKTHUBHO TPUTHYyJach, KOrAa cieny-
IOLIM# B3pBIB pa3opBall HOYb. SIpKo-6enblit cTON6 OrHs
Ha CEKYHAy MpeBpaTUJl MYCTBHIHIO B YepHO-6enyto Kap-
THHY, MOJIHYIO U3JIOMaHHBIX JIMHUN U TeHel, a CeKYH-
IOV mo3xe HajJ HIOHaMM TMPOPOKOTaJ IrpoM HeTOHa-
uuH. Tenepp HOYb OCBETHH NOApParuBaloLLME SI3BIKH
nnaMeHU. Hap xenTelM M KpacHbIM TUTaMEHEM MeTa-
JUCh B HebGe TeHU JIeTalOLMX OMCKOB, CJIOBHO 4yIO-
BMILIA M3 KOLUMapa, Npulleflie M3 HHOTKyna. Mx
fpKMe JIyYH BBLICTPEJIOM HECJIHMCh K 3eMJie M CHOBa
NpeBpalllaTuChb B HUUYTO, 6e33BYYHble, KaK IPH3PaKH
n 6e3XanocTHbie, KaK caMa CMepThb.

YepuTH OCTOPOXHO OMYCTWJIACh Ha 3eMJIIO, OFJISI-
Ienachk M TIOAMNMOJI3NIa K OCTAIBHBIM, NPSATaBIUMMCS B
pacle/iMHe MeXIy ABYX CKaJl. [lnst naTephiX 3mech 6bUI0
MaJloBaTO MECTa, HO 3TO €AMHCTBEHHOE YKpBITHE BO
BCeil OKpyre, 3allMllaBlliee ¥ C Bo3gyxa. YepuUTH HH
CeKyHIbl He COMHEBaIach B TOM, YTO JIeTaloLINe YOUH-
Ubl TaM, HaBEPXY, OCHALUEHHI HE TOJIBKO OPYXHEM, HO
M BCSKOTO pola pajapaMd M JIOKaTOpaMH.

JIOCTUrHYB CracuTeNbHbIX CKajl, OHa OTBaXHJIach
BBITPSIMUTBLCS U TepeBecTH OblXxaHHe. ['opsno mepeco-
xio. OHH HaxOOMJIHUEDL B ABYX MWISIX OT BXOJa B MOA-
3eMHOE YKpBITHE MSATEXHUKOB M, HECMOTpPS Ha 3TO,
YYBCTBOBaJM Xap OT B3PbIBOB TaK, CJIOBHO CTOSUIM
COBCEM DSIIOM. ‘

Kent B3miaHyn Ha Hee. OH HHYETO HE TOBOPHII,
Ho YepuTH BuIENa B €ro Ijla3ax OTYasHHYIO HaleX-
Ay. OHa Toxe Mojyajia ¥ JIMUIb OKayajia roJIOBOW.
KeHT pe3ko orBepHyics. TaM HHKOro He OCTAJIOCH B
XuBbIX. Jlaxe eciiM Heckonbko apy3eit KeHrta BbikU-
JI¥ TIOCNle HamnajeHus1 Mera-BOMHa, TO JIa3epHbIE JIy4H
M 60MOBbI, KOTOPBIMM TPYTHH II3HHENsT yXe NoGpbIX
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ABaguaTb MUHYT 3abpacbiBany 6a3y, He 4ajnn HUKOMY
YHTH.

«AIM cHoBa mnose3no», — nomymana Yeputu. OHu
HaxOOWJICh B ABYX MWISIX OT 3aMacKMpPOBaHHOIO BXoAa
B NMOI3EMKY, KOrga B HeGe MosiBUJIMCh NMepBbie MJIaHe-
pbl. B nepBble nsATb MUHYT TPYTHH OCHOBAaTeJIbHO, MO
BCEM NpaBWlaM MCKYCCTBa, MpoboMbuan taiHyio 6asy
MATEXHUKOB. TOJIbKO MOTOM OHM NMOJNETENN OCMATPU-
BaTb OKPECTHOCTH, BHIMCKHMBAasi OCTABLIMXCSl B XMBbIX.
Ecnu 6b1 Bce Hayaoch ¢ 60MGapAMPOBKM MECTHOCTH,
Yy HMX HE OCTajJloCh Obl LIAHCOB.

Yeputn Hawynana ¢assxky c¢ Bomoi. [Ipu kax-
IIOM BAOXE TOPJIO XIJIO OT CYXOCTH M Xaxabl. Ho ne-
Byluka noGopoja McKylleHWe HanuTbcsi. HUKTO He
3HaJl, Kak JOJITO TMPUAETCS OCTaBaTbCsl B YKDPBITUM M
KOTZla OHU HaWayT Bo#y.

— IMoxoxe, Mbl y6pany napHsi CJIMILKOM MO3OHO, —
BHe3anHo ckasan [ypk.

Cxannep v Jluaust HUKaK He oTpearupoBaiu. KeHT
MOCMOTpEJ Ha KapJiMKa ropsiliMMH1 OT FHeBa IJla3aMH,
YeputH Xe NMoHanoOHaoch BpeMsi, UTOObI MOHSATb, YTO
OH MMeJ B BMAY.

— Mera-BouHa?

— OH, ROMXKHQ OBbITh, NOJIOXMJ, TAE HaXOOUTCA
ybexulue MATEXHHUKOB, — MNMpennoysoxui ['ypk.

— S1 Tak He HOyMaio, — HEOXHIAHHO BMeLUaJICs
Ckannep.

— ITouemy? — ronoc KeHrta npo3Byyas pe3ko, mou-
TH Bpaxaeb6HO, HO Ha HOJIFOBSI3Oro MHAeHLa 3TO He
MPOU3BEJNI0 HUKAKOIO BIEYaTJIEHUS.

— IloToMy YTO OHU 3HaIKM 06 3TOM ropasfo paHb-
e, — CIMOKOHHO OTBETHJ OH.

JBnxeHrueMm rojoBbl Cxajaep ykasajl Ha TO, BO
YTO TPYTHMU NpeBpaTHIM 6a3y MATEXXHUKOB.
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— Ecaun xouyewrs 3HaTb, UM C caMOro Hayajia GbLIO
U3BECTHO, Tlle HaXONUTCS Ballle YKDbITHE.

" — Yrto 3a uywb! — 3anporectoBas KeHT.

OH noutu Kpuuan. Pyku ero apoxamu. Ckagnep
XoTen 4TO-TO BO3pa3uTh, HO Yeputn Gpocuna OvICT-
pBIii YMONSIOWMI B3MJISIA M TMOYTU HE3aMETHO TOKa-
yana rosioBoi. lllapk moHsin v 3amojyan.

Ho Bce nonumanu, Bkintovas Kenra, yuto Ckaanep
npaB. «BeposiTHO, Ha TUlaHETe HE OCTaBIOCh HUYEro
Takoro, o yeM Obl He 3HanM 3axBaTyMKM. [lo cux mop
MATeXHUKH KeHTa He MpenCTaBIsJIM OMAacHOCTH, MO-
TOMY 4YTO ObUIM JIMIIb B3POCHBIMM AETBMH, KOTOpbIe
HEMHOTO MOWrpajii B BOIHY, HO He OTBaXXHBAIUCh
NpeanpuHITh YTO-HUOYNb cepbe3Hoe. O6 3TOM 3a60-
TUIOCH MPaBWIO CTa, — C ropeybio AyMana Yeputu. —
Bo3aMoXHO, cerogHsIlLiHUI HaJleT — OTBET Ha CMepTb
AHXENNKH».

.CnoBHO npouuTaB ee MbicaHu, KeHT Habpocwuics
Ha JIngmio.

— 3T0... TBOS BHMHa, HUYero Obl He CIYYMJIOCH,
ecnu Obl...

— XBaTuT, — pe3ko obopsajia ero YepHTH.

KeHT oTKpei1 610 POT, HO OHa OTBETHJIA TAKHM
B3I/IS.IOM, YTO XeJlaHHWe BO3paXaTh OTIAaJIo.

— He uMeeT 3HayeHHs, MO KakKoil NMPUYHHE OHH
TaK MOCTYMaloT, — cka3aja oHa Teepmo. — Ecau Tte-
nepb Mbl HayHeM pa36GHpaThCid APYr C APYTOM, TO
JIsHMeNnb MOXeT MNpa3gHOBaTh NMOGery.

— Taxk win uMHaue, OH 3TO U Aenaet! — B3opBaicA
Kent. — IlpoknsaTee, KakK HOJNro, NO-TBOEMY, Mbl MPO-
TaHeM? Kyma Mmbl nenemcs? )

OH nokasaj Ha ropslylo NpsMo nepes HUMHU paB-
HUHY, BHINIPIMW/ICS, YAapUBILKUCH TOJIOBOM O cKaly,
HO JaXe He MOoMOoplUWiICA OT GONH. )
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— JOymaewn, Mbl gajneko yiineM mneuikom M 6e3
BOAbI? — npononxan KeHnt. — B ropoa nyTH HeT, a 1o
NMyCTbiHe 00 Onuxaiilei nepeBHU ABanuaTh Muiab. He
roBOpsi yXE O TOM, YTO caMoOe MO3JHee 3aBTpa yTPOM
3nech Bce OyleT KHUIUETb BCagHUKaMH...

Ha sonpocutenbHbi#t B3ran Yeputu KeHT orBe-
THN 3JIOW YXMBUIKOWM.

— OH npaB. BcagHMKH Bceria TNPHUXOAST Iocie
Hajeta TPYTHE.

Jluous mpou3Heciia NepBble CJIOBA 338 HECKOJbKO
yacoB. UYepuTH Mmopo3peBasia, YTO OHa BOOGLIE HE BOC-
MPUHUMAET MpOMUCXoasiLuee.

— IIpuunHoit Gonblile y6upaThCcs OTCIOAA, — BCTa-
pun I'ypk.

— Ho kak? — Ckangep nokasaj Ha Meyyluuecs no
Heby TeHU. — OHH CTpeNsIOT BO BCE, YTO JBHXETCS.

Basn OrHs mocTeneHHO crnajaji, HO IUIaHepbl CHO-
Ba M CHOBa objieTajii ropsiuuMe PYMHBI W NYCTbIHIO
BOKpYT Y JaBaii KOPOTKHE OYepe.M.

— TlnaHepoB TOJILKO YeThbipe, — 3aHOCYMBO MNpO-
usHec I'ypk. — MBI MOXeM cCOUTBH MX.

— YT1o6bl Yepe3 MATbh MUHYT 3[€Ch NMOSIBUJIOCH Ye-
ThipecTa? — OTO3BajIcs wWapK. — Jla Thl coluenx c yMma,
KapJivK.

— Moxer 6bITh, Y TEOSI ecTb MIes mnojayyure, Ka-
JaHya? — snoBuTO .oTBeTHN [ypK.

— IlepectanbTe ccopuThcs! — mpukaszaia Yeput.

OHM He MONJIM OCTaBaTbCS 3[eCh M XKAATh, YeM
Bce 3akOHuYHTCs. He Mornm u yittn. Jlaxe ecnu OHHM
cracyTcsi OT TPYTHe#, manbiue Gexarb Hekyaa. «Tou-
Hee — TIOYTH HeKyda», — mnomyMana YepuTH.

Ee B3misan Hauwien pacruibiBYaTyio TeHb lllait-Taa-
Ha. TUTaHUYECKOE COOPYXXEHHME HaXOAWIOCh CIMIIKOM
JIaJIeKO, YTOOBbI pacCMOTPETh ero B TEMHOTE, HO BpeMs
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OT BPEMEHH JIyYH MPOXEKTOPOB BLICBEUWBAIA MeETall-
nuyeckue GaluHW, NMEPUOAMYECKH BO3HUKAIOLIUE M3
HUYero ¥ cHoBa wucuyesalouue. YepuTH nomeiTasach
onpeaeauts pacctosinue po Llait-Taana. Eit He yna-
“nock. OHa jaxke He 3Hajla, KaKUX pa3MepoB 3TOT MOHCTP.

— 51 3Halo, 0 yeM Tbl AyMaellb, — HEOXHAAHHO
ckasan I'ypk. — DTO HEBO3MOXHO.

YepuTH nongHsNa rjasa U OCO3Haja, YTO He TOJIb-
ko T'ypk, HO U Bce OCTajibHbiE€ YCTaBMJIMCh Ha Hee.

— Her, — ckasana Jlugusa. — 1o 30HBI CMepTH He
6onbuie naTn Munb. Eciu Mbl npeogoiieeM UX, BbI30-
BEM TIaHEp.

— Ha? — cwbassua ypk. — A notom?

— B lllait-TaaHe HET MOCTOB. DTO CBSTOE MECTO.
HuKTO He OTBaXXWUTCSl HamacTh Ha Hero.

— A notoM? — npoaonxan usnesathesi ['ypk. — Msl
3axpaTuM Lllait-TaaH ¥ NMpoOBO3IIacUM pecny6auKy?

— Yywn! — pe3ko orBetuna Yeputu. — S He cO6H-
paloch MATH TyAa, — €€ pyKa KOCHY/JIacb LEMOYKH. —
Ho, MoxeT GbiTh, HaM ymacTCsl 3axXBaTHUTh IUIaHep. Y
HMX JOCTaToYHas CKOpocTb. [Tpexie yeM mponaxy 3a-
MeTAT, Mbl OyneM Oaneko, MHIb 32 CTO.

- WUnu yxe pacnageMmcs Ha aToMbl, — no6aBui
Fypk. — Mur...

- — Tbl CMOXElIb YNPaB/IATh rulaHepOM? — mnpepsBa-
Ja ero Yeputu.

l'ypx memnun c oreetoM. «[lapy yacos Ha3sam, —
pasmbliiisina YepuTH, — OH OTBETHJ 6bl OTpHLIATENb-
Ho. Ho nocne Toro 4to mpousouuio B KBapTHpe AH-
XeNUKHU, Bce 3HaIM, uyTo I'ypk 3HauuTenbHo Gonblie
NMOHMMAaN B TEXHUKe 3aBoeBaTeNeil, YeM NMpPHKHAbIBAI-
csi». CnycTs mapy CeKyHO OH KHBHYIL.

— Ham HyxeH pebGeHOK, — HEOXMIOAHHO cKa3ana
lnpus.

149



— PebeHok? — ynusneHHO nepecnpocuna Yeputu.

— 3ajaua XpHML — MPUBO3UTbL B XpaM AeTei, —
HanoMHuaa Jinaunsa. — DTo eAMHCTBEHHbII NOBOA BOM-
1 B Lllait-TaaH.

— [ne, uept nobepu, Mbl BO3bMeM pebeHka? —
cnipocusa Yeputu. — MoxeT ykpaaem?

— WpeanbHblit BapyaHT — HaWTU MJaaeHuUa, HO
WHoOrAa oHM OepyT M neTeit nocrtapuwe. He uvacTto, HO
ciyJyaeTcs.

YepuTH Ha MrHOBEHHMEe pacTepsijlacb, HO TMOTOM
yabIGHyNach, NpocaeauB 3a B3msaoM Jinauu.

— O Her, — 3anporectoBan I'ypk. — Her, Het!

Ynui6ka YepuTH cTana uivpe, LIApK TOXE Havasl
YyXMBUISATbCS, @ 'ypKk noBTOopus elle pa3, 6osee sHep-
THYHO:

— Her, TOYHO HerT.

* o W

I'ny6okoit HOYbIO Mera-BOMH OTKpbBIJI rja3a
noaHsyicsi. bonb nyiascupoBasia B HEM, CHJIbHast 6oJib.
Ero moutu yHMUTOXMIIM, HO OH ocTajicsi XuB. [1a3a
paboTanu, PyKM M HOTM BOCCTAaHOBMJIM CBOM (YHK-
uny. OH YyyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CHJIa BO3BpalllaeTcsl B pac-
Tep3aHHoe Teno. EMy naH npuka3, OH OTYET/IMBO
BcrioMHun ero. Haitu xanwurana JIsiipn ¥ mocra-
BMTb. HHUuTO ocTanbHoe He Gepercsd B pacyeT. bonp’
BepHynach cHoBa. OH HaigeT JIslpa, naxe eciau 3To
6yneT CTOMTHh XHU3HM, HO TOKa OH He MMeJs MNpaBa
YMHpaThb.

Kaitn ornspencs, 4Tto6bl omnpeneiuTh, rae Haxo-
autcs. B nyctoine. TemHo. Ho 3aech [OMXHBI GbITH
cleibl, ¥ OH HaitaeT ux. YepuTu QyMaeT, 4To OH MepTB.
MoxeT 6biTb, OHa CTaHET MeHee OCTOpOXHOMH. Tem
cKopee OH HaCTHMTHET ee.
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— Brto 6e3ymue, — wunen lypk. — Yepes necatsb
CEeKYHJl OHM BCE TMOHMYT.

— A HaM He HYXHO CTOJIbKO BpeMEHU, — OTBETH-
na Yeputu. — byaer mocratouyHo TOro, 4ytobbl OHH
npuseMannucy. OCTaibHOE MbI YAaaUM.

OHa nonpaBuJia opyxue Ha 60Ky M ynblGHynacs,
cTapasiCh Ka3aTbCsl YBEpeHHOIt. B MXx nnaHe cToJbKO
Xe Oblp, CKOJbKO B pbIGONIOBHOI ceTu. I'ypk mpas,
3to 6esymue. Ho apyroro BeiGopa HerT.

OrBetr 'ypka npo3sydyan Hepa3bopuuMBO H3-MOA
COJIOMEHHOW LWIAMNBI, KOTOpoi YepUTH Hageslach XOTb
HEMHOrO MpPMKPHITH €ro OrpoMHblit yepen. Kapnuk
paccBupernen Obl elle Gosblue, ecid 6bl 3aMOAO3pHIL,
KaK CMEILHO OH BBIMISIAWT B OfeXIe, KOTOPYIO Ha Hero
HaMsJIMIU, COOPYAMB M3 OCTaTKOB IUIaTbeB AHXE/IH-
Kku, Yepuru 1 HaT. YepuTH ¢ TpyaoM nopasisiia ynabi6-
ky. OctaBajioch HamesTbcs, yto JIMAvs npaBa M Ha
OopTy mniaHepa He okaxeTcsi Jioaed. HacekoMbiM ¢
MopoHa Bpsin ¥ GpocHTCS B M1asa 3Ta opexna. A
BOT YeJiIoBeKy — Ja. .

— O’keit, — ckasana Yeputu. — Ilpekpacho!

Hat, KeHT 1 Ckamnep Moiya McuYe3ny 3a cKajia-
Mu. Jluaua nomouna K I'ypKky M B3suia ero 3a pyky.
Ha Heit 6b110 Takoe Xe naTbe, Kak Yy Yeputu — nec-
Tpoe, C KpaCHBIMH, YEPHBIMM M 30JIOTHIMH OJieCTKa-
MU, CKpbiBaBlliee MX Tejia ¢ HOr Ao rojosbl. Ha nuuo
najaja TeHb OT LWJIAMbI, HA pyKax — 30JI0Thi€ Nepyat-
KM MO JIOKOTb. DTH LEPEMOHHAIBHbIE IJIaThsi OHU
B3AM B 1UKady AHXENUKH, TaK Xe, KaK U MIMHHBIE
30JIOTUCTBIE XE3JIbl, MPHHAIEXABLIHE XPHULE.

Yeputn uyBcTBOBaNa cebs HeyioTHo. OHa Kasa-
Jlacbh cebe Takoi xe Henenoi, kak ¥ I'ypk. Ilnates n
yHudopmMa, KOTOpbie 3aBOeBaTeNM MPEeROCTaBUIN CBO-
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UM TIPUCAYXHHWKaM, BBHIMISAENH CJIOBHO M3 AELLIEeBOro
HayyHo-daHTacTHUecKOro duibMa LIECTUOECATBIX FO-
noB. Tak oHo ¥ ObUIO Ha caMoMm aene. YepHas naku-
pOBaHHasi KOXa U ofexXla M3 30JI0Ta — MPHUMHUTUBHO,
Ho Bneyamasioule. JleiiteHaHT CTOoyH 6bU1 XOpOLIUM
COBETUMKOM. )

Yeputn cxatuna 'ypka 3a apyryio pyky. Teneps
CO3[1aBAJIOCh MOJIHOE OllylleHue, GyATO ABe XEHLIH-
Hbl BeayT pebeHka. Jlpyroit pykoit oHa Haluynaia Ha
TPYAU TAXENbll 30JI0TOM KY/JIOH, CEKYHAY TIOMeaJiMiia
M peuIuTENbHO HaXajla Ha KaMeHb. M CKyccTBeHHBbI#
pyOMH HEMHOro MOTSXeJEe W 3alyJibCUpOoBaJl.

Kazanoceh, Bpemsi ocraHoBuioch. Jluausa yesepsna,
YTO XOATb NMPUIETCA HENOAT0 — MasleHbKast (IoTH-
Vsl NJIaHEPOB BCeria roTOBa OTIIPaBMTHCS MO BbI3OBY
XPpHLUBbI, IUISi HUX pacCTOSIHUE B MATh MHUJIb — MYCTHK,
pykoit nogatb. Ho Bce B MHpe OTHOCHTENBHO, M 3a
npoluealne ceKyHabl YepuTH Hauuia no MeHbluei
Mepe [Be NMPHYMHBI, IO KOTOPBIM- UX NJIaH He cpabo-
Taetr. OIHaKO MYTH Ha3aja He ObLIO.

— Jletat, — BHe3anHO cka3an [ypk.

YepuTH MOAHSIA TJIa3a M CIYCTS] HEKOTOpOe Bpe-
Ms 3aMeTWJla KpOLUEYHYIO OJIECTALIYI0O TOYKY, OTae-
JIMBLUYIOCS OT CITUPAIBHOM GallHW M HanpabJsIoLLy-
10CS1 K HUM.

— INocneguuit waHc, — 3anaHukoBan I'ypk. — Y
Hac ellle ecTb BpeMsi, YToObl CMbIThCs. ECY BBl B CBOEM
yMe, To...

— 3aTKHHCbh, — OCTaHOBWJIa ero YepuTtu.

I'ypk nocnymHo 3amMosyait.

IMnanep Geictpo mnpubimxancs. Kak M Bce TpaH-
CIIOPTHBIE CPECTBa 3aBoeBaTeNieit, OH uMen hopMy ouc-
Ka, B HYWDKHEH YyaCTH — BBICTYN, a CnpaBa M CjleBa —
CMOTPOBBIE JIIOKM U3 3aTeMHEHHOro crekia. Ha nepsblit
B3IVIS0 TUIAHEp HallOMMHaJI Yepern CTAIBHOIO JpaKOHa.
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IMnaHep yxe 3amMemnsn XOoHA, HauWHasg pa3BoOpOT
Ha mnocalKy, HO BHe3alHO B3Mbl1 B He6o M obGieren
KpYr Ha Gpeloilem nojiere. YepuTH UCnyraHHO B3Apor-
Hyna. :

— YTo oH nenaer? — mnpoluenTtaga oHa.

— He 3Hnalo, — Tuxo orBetnna Jinausa. — O6bIYHO
OHM cajsATCcsl cpasy.

— OH wuweT yno6HYI0 MO3ULIMIO IS CTPENbOBI, —
nogaun Macia B oroHb I'ypk. — 5 e BaM TOBOpWII,
yTO 3TO GE3yMHue. '

«BeposiTHO, Thl ObLT NMpaB, — nMoayMana Yepuru,
HO €C/IM U TakK, Tenepb OLIMOKY MPHU3HABaTb MO3OHO».

[MnaHep 3aBepuinn obGJeT ¥ MeIEHHO Hayal ca-
ouTbes. YepuTyu 3ameTHia 6BICTPOE ABUXKEHHE 33 CTEK-
JoOM, M1 B TOT Xe& MOMEHT B IJja3a eit 6pocHauCh ABa
MaTOBBIX CTBOJIa C KpUCTaJIaMHM Ha KOHuax. [lnaHep
HEIUI0XO BOOPYXKEH..

MenanTeNIbHOCTb, C KOTOPO#t OH omycKalcs, Ae-
CTBOBaJla Ha HepBbl. HakoHel OUCK KOCHYJICSI 3eMJIH.
B3Buncs necok. YepuTH MHCTMHKTHMBHO CXBaTWJIach 3a
wsany, I'ypk Toxe BHIpBajll pyKy, NMbITasich ynepXaTh
cBolo. PebGeHok c JIMLIOM CTOJNIETHEro CTapMKa He ybe-
oun 6l naxe cayr MopoHa.

Korzna BeTep ynercs, coO CKpHMIIOM OTKpBUIaCh y3-
Kas IBepb U mnosgBUNCcS MypaBeit. OH He cobupaincs
CITyCKaTbCSl.

— INouum, — npowentana Jiuansa. — Huyero He
npeanpuHuMaitte. [lpocto mouutx.

— Beaymue, — orBetun I'ypk. — BTo...

YeputH ciapuna eMy pyKy, M TO, YTO XOTeJN CKa-
3aTh KapJWK, 3aJIyIUWIH €ro Xe CTOHBI.

MypaBeit HEMHOro OTOlLIEN -B CTOPOHY, NO3BOJIMB
MM BOWTH, HO UepuUTH TMOYTH GH3UYECKH OlLyLIaIa
HeloBepHe, cBepkaBluee B ero riasax. Bce He morio
NMPONTH Tak IJIalKo.
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M, KoHe4yHO, ona Obuia npa.a.

Mypasei nponyctun Jinavio, HO Koraga XoTea BOW-
T4 ['ypK, CyllecTBO MOAHSIO ABe PYKHM M3 UYeThipex B
MOBEJIUTENBHOM XecTe. TpeTbsl pyka ocTaBajlaCh CBO-
6onHOI, a ueTBepTasi MOTsIHyJlach 3a 611acTepoM, BH-
ceBlIeM Ha nosice. Paspanca cBUCTALUMIA, 4yThb NOT-
PECKHMBAIOLUUIA 3BYK.

— Yr1o emy HyxHO? — cnpocuna Yepuru.

Jlunus OTBETHJIa CKPUITYUUM LIYMOM, MIOXOXHM Ha
peub MypaBbsl, fpexiae yeM obepHynach K Heil.

— OH cnpawmuBaer, KTo 310. M Kaxercs, xoyer
B3MISHYTb Ha €ro JIKLO.

— 3toro s u Gosutace, — B3nOxHyna Yeputu. —
Ckaxu eMy, Y MeHsi ocobble MOJIHOMOYMS.

Jiuaus yovBiEHHO NMOCMOTpEJia Ha Hee, MOCAYLU-
HO TOBEpPHYJIaCh K MYpaBblO U Bblala psSii HEMOHAT-
HBIX CBUCTSLIUX 3BYKOB. «MIHTepecHO, OTKyla OHa 3Ha-
eT MX A3biKk», — nonyMana Yeputw.

— OH XxOueT BMAETH €ro.

— KoHeuHo. MHUHYTKY.

“Yeputu otnyctuna pyky I'ypka M, CyHyB pyKy B
KapMaH, Haulynajga nucrtosier. BeiTackuBaTbh opyXue
66110 Obl OLIMOKOM — Yy YeTbIPEXPYKUX MIHOBEHHast
peakuus. - ' 7

— IMomoxau, — ckasarta Jinaua. — Thi...

YeputH Haxana Ha Kypok. C npaBoif CTOPOHH B
fU1aTbe BO3HUKIIO C JECATOK KPOLIEYHBIX ABIDOYEK B
nporopeslieil TKaHU, ¥ B TO XK€ MTHOBEHHE NY4YH MpPo-
6UNY naHUMpb YeTbipexpykoro. OH 3aKkpU4yasl OT yXa-
cau 60.rm OTILIATHYJICA Ha3aJ M ymapuics o 6oprt.
TypKk c BOTIEM OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY M TMpHrHYyJCS,
cnacasch OT pUKoLleTa.

YepuTH CrOKOMHO BhiTaliuia Oractep ¥ CKIOHHU-
Jlach Haj HaceKOMBIM. ’
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— OcTopoxHo! — 3akpuuaia Jiuausa. — Tam euue
oauH!

YepHblii CyOBEKT MOSABWICA. Y LLJII0O3a U M3[aN pe3-
KWW TMPOH3UTENIbHbIA CBUCT. YepUTM MHCTUHKTMBHO
OTCKOYMJIa B CTOPOHY M MONBITANAaCh IMOAHATH OpPY-
XHE, HO CIMIIKOM TMno3aHO. YeThipexpykuii He cTai
cTpensitb. MoxeT ObiTb, OH 3HaJ, YTO B MajJieHbKOH
KabuHe YHHUUTOXHT caM cebsi, eCiu NMPUMEHHUT OrHec-
TpeNbHOEe OpyXue. BMecTo 3TOro oH BceM CBOMM Be-
coM Opocwicsi Ha YepuTH.

Y YepuTH ObINO OlLylIEHHE, YTO €€ Tepeexa mna-
poBoit kaTok. [1poTMBHMK Becus BABoe Gosblie U 06-
Jnajan 4yymoBHILHOM cuioii. B cnenpylolitee MrHose-
HHe ee pyKa OTJieTesla B CTOPOHY, 6yiactep co 3BOHOM
yaapuiicsi 0 GOpT, a Bce YeTbipe PYKH HAcCEKOMOro c
yXacHOi cuiaoi o6BMIM Teno YepHTH, cTapasich pas-
[aBUThb €e€.



IIABA 11

Waru Kaitna cranu ysBepeHHee. OH MHOro pas
Tepsin cienbl KanuTaHa JIsiipa, HO CHOBa HaxOOMI MX
MU ceiyac YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO OHa rAE-TO PSAOM.

Bce, uto npoucxoawno ¢ Kaiuiom, He UMENO HHU-
yero o6LIEro C KOMIMBIOTEPHBIMM MbICIUTENbHBIMU
npoueccaMu Mera-yejoBeka. OH Oosblile He Aymal.
INocne npoGyXaeHUs MPOLUWIM Yachl, OH MPOABUTaJICS
MHJIS 32 MWJIEeH, NMOBUHYSACb MHCTHHKTaM K 4eTKOMY
NpuKa3y, ropsliumMy OGyKBamMH 3alUMCaHHOMY B €ro
MO3ry, a BCe OCTallbHOe He HMMeJio cMmbicia. OH poi-
XeH HaWTH KanuTaHa JIa#pa M XHWBOW NPUBECTH K
JaHuemo. '

[Tocne cokpyLUIMTENBHOTO, NMOYTH YHHUTOXUBILETo
ero ynapa Kaitn nocteneHHO o6Gpes KOHTPOJb Hal
TeJIOM M 3HaJl, YTO MpPOMAYT 4Yacbl, Mpexae 4YeM OH
BOJZET B MOJNHYIO CHAY, HO C NMaMSATHIO YTO-TO 6bLIO
‘He B TopsaKe.

. Muororo Kaitn He monuman. Bosblias yacTh ero
XHM3HM A0 POKOBOTO BBICTpeJjia CTepTa. BCribiBaju
KapTHHbI, HE WMEBLUHE K HEeMYy OTHOLUEHUS: CTpaH-
Hble (paHTacTHUECKHE 3peiMiia, KOLIMaphl, HeoOblyai-
HO IOXOXHe Ha pEewIbHOCTb, BOCIIOMMHaHHUS O Mec-
Tax, e OH HMKorga He 6wul. U caMoe MHTEHCHBHOE
BOCNOMHHaHHe — 60JIb, YXXacHasi MyKa, CTpallHee ne-
peHeceHHo# 3To#t Houblo. Ho Bce HENpHUBBIYHBIE ITe-
PeXHMBaHMsA 3aHMMaJM ero pa3yM JMIUb Ha BpeMs.
Bonbuyo yacte Houn Kaiut nposes B nosy3aGhIiThH.
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Kaitn octaHoBMJICS, HEMHOTO M3MeHH OKycHoe
paccTosiHME [J1a3 ISl 3alUUThl OT SIPKOrO COJIHEYHOrO
U3NyYEHUs] U HamnpaBWIICS Ha BOCTOK. Brnepeau B He-
CKOJILKMX MUJSIX BO3BHILUAJIOCh HarpoMoXxiaeHue Oa-
weH lai-TaaHa, uyTh 6aMXe HauMHaIaChb KOpHUYHe-
Basi MmecyaHasi paBHMHa — 30Ha CMEPTH.

JIaiipa Haxoaunach rae-T0 MeXAy HUM M IpaHH-
ueit 3oHbl. Iloka Kaitn Buagen auiub o6JIOMKH CKall M
TeMHble n10HbI. CaBaH 3TOro Mmupa. Bce, yto ocrajioch
OT KOraa-To LBeTylleid LMBUIM3aLUUH. YTo 3a MbICAH?

Kaiin pacrtepsiica. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO TyMaH
JIMXOPaKHU U [JIyxue, MOYTH 3BEpPUHBbIE MHCTHUHKTHI B
€ro CoO3HaHMM NMOHEMHOTrY OTCTYMaloT, HO BMECTO HHUX
NPOCHYJIOCb HE TOJIbKO OOBIHOE JIOTMYECKOe MBILLIe-
HUE, HO MU MHOXECTBO MYraloliux, CMYTHBIX OLLyLLe-
HHI. BUI cOXXEHHO paBHMHBI 110 HEIOHATHOMN MpH-
YUHe BbI3BAJl Y HEro INpHUCTYN THeBa.

Kaiin nonbiTajicsi CKOHLUEHTPHPOBATLCS Ha 3aJaHUM.
HanparneHue, B KotopoM asuranach JIsitpn, npusoau-
JIO K €OUWHCTBEHHOMY. BbIBOLY, KaKMM Obl HEBEDOST-
HbIM ero He cuutan Kain. aHuens npas. JIalipa u ee
CNYTHUKH AEHCTBUTENbHO MBITAUIMCh MPOHUKHYTH B
la#t-TaaH, 4TOOBI C MOMOLIBIO TPAHCMHTTEPA MONACTh
B Hulo-Mopk. Ux nonoxenue 6bU10 GE3BHIXOAHBIM, pa3
OHM NMPUOErIMU K TaKOM OTYassHHO¥M MOMBITKE.

Kaitn TwiaTesbHO MPOBEPHIT OpPYXHE, MpPEXIE YeM
OTNpaBUTbCA Janblue. MajieHbKHII G1acTep 4yynoM ne-
peHec B3pbIB, HO ObUI MOBPEXIEH: KOHTPOJb MOKAa3bl-
BaJl JIMIUb JAECATYI0 YacTb HOPMaJIbHOH MOIIHOCTH,
KpacHasi CHTHajbHasl JlaMIiouka Murajga.. Morio ciy-
YUThCS, YTO OyacTep B3opBeTCsS B pykax, ecau Kain
MOMNBITAETCS BBICTPEJHTh. OH CNpSiTal OpyXHE U XO-
TeJl MATH Jajibllie, KOTAa YBMIEN HEUTO, 3acCTaBHMBIlEe
€ro 3amepeThb: OT ofHOI K3 GaweH [llait-TaaHa otne-
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JIWICS TNiaHep, NpuUbAMXalUUMiACA C BBICOKOM CKO-
POCTbIO.

HyXHo cnewinTh. DTO He MOrjo ObiTh cayyai-
HocTblo. Teneps OH 3Ha1, KakuM ob6pasom Jlaiipa nna-
HupyeTt nonacth B Llai-Taan. YTto 310 — XJIagHOK-
POBHBIN pacueT WU xe 6e3paccynctso? Heyxenun oHa
BO3OMHMWJIA, 4YTO, YKpaB TUlaTbe M UCMOJIb30BaB Mnepe-
JaTYMK, CMOXET BBECTH B 3abJiyXAeHHE 3KHUIax Na-
Hepa? [la 3TO Xe CMELIHO — M TNpH. TAaKUX oOCTOs-
TeNbCTBaX cMepTenbHO omacHo. Iloctwl lllait-TaaHa
MMeEIOT YeTKUM npukas. OHM NpoBepSIOT KaXIOTro H
yobioT JI3Wpn M ee CyTHUKOB, He MeIisi HU CEKYyH-
Abl. A 3TOro Henb3s OONYCTUTh. [Ipukas 3Bywan: no-
cTaBuTh JIaiipn XHBbEM.

Kaitn 6pocuicsa snepen M30 BceX CHJI, HO, KOHEY-
HO, He ycnen. IlnaHep nNpuGIU3MACA M Hayain cnyc-
KaTbcs. Kaitn Ha xony nmpocyuTasl TOYKY €ro npuseM-
JIeHUsA: A06pLIX NMOJTOPH MWIM M MPH €ro CKOPOCTH
CJIMILIKOM Jaeko, yToGbl BoBpeMsi HacTHYb Jlaipa. OH
peliMS YaCTUYHO OTKa3aTbCsi OT MAaCKHUPOBKM, TeM
caMbIM roaBeprasi cebsi -pucKy 6biTb OGHapy>KEHHBIM
JIsiipn ¥ ee moabMHU. Pe3ko M3MEHMB HalpaBblieHHe,
OH MOAHsUIC Ha rpebeHb nwoHbI. [liaHep elle cexyH-
Ay BEPTUKAJIBHO ONMYCKAICS Ha 3eMJIIO, HO BHE3aITHO
chenay KpyToil BMpax M noserten B nuke Kk Kainy,
MOTOMY YTO 3KHITAX 3aMETUJI-Ha rpebHe AI0OHBI Mallly-
LIETO PYKaMH YeJIOBEKa.

Kaiin B cnemke cKOAb3HY/N MON 3allIUTY IIOHBHI.
Ha cexyHoy oH yBuaesr JIafipa — BO BCSIKOM ciydae,
MpEeAMNoJIOXMII, YTO OJHa U3 Tpex (UFYp Ha TpaHHLE
30HBI CMEPTH AOJDKHA ObITh KanutaHoM JIsiipa. Bna-
rogapsi CYacTJIMBOW -CIYYaifHOCTH €ro camMoro He 3a-
METHIIH. .

Mera-BouH ocMoTpen ce6si. Kak u Teso, ero koc-
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TIOM-XaMeJIeOH TOXe€ YacTMYHO BoccTaHoBMICs. Yep-
HBIH, HANoOJIOBUHY CHMHTETHMYECKHIl, HaIlOJIOBUHY Op-
raHW4ecKuit MaTepuasi Koe-Irle BHCeJl KJIOYbSIMHM, OC-
TaBalMCb OoJiblliMe OOGropesbie MSATHA, KOTOpPLIE YXe
He pereHepupyloT, HO KpacHble ropsiiuue GykBbi «M»
Ha IPyON M CMHe ObINM OTYETAWBO BUAHLI. OcTasa-
JIOCh TOJIBKO HalesATbCSH, YTO UMIYJbCHBII HU3J1ydaTesib
B MOJIEKYJISIDHOi CTPYKTYpe €ro KocTioma elle ¢yH-
KUHoHUpyeT. Ecn 60pTOBOIt KOMMbIOTEp IJIaHepa He
BOCNIPUMET YCJIOBHbI CUTHaJI, OH OyAeT COMXOKEH, He
yCneB pacKasiTbCsl B COBEpLUEHHO#H OLUUOKe.

[MnaHep noaneres, HaKpPeHW/ICsS BJIEBO M MPOHeEC-
Cl CNOBHO XMIUHas cTanbHasg nThua Hag Kaitiom.
Kpucrannbl Tsxensix 6iactepoB Ha ero 6oprty yrpo-
Xawoolie 3amMuraad — U noracau. Kaiin obseryieHHo
B3IOXHYJ, KOTAa MJaHep Ha CeKyHIy 3aBHC Hal HHM.
OH yBMIEN TEHU ABMXXEHHUH DKHMIMaxa 3a CMOTPOBBIMH
crekiaMu. JInbo mnepemaTiuk B KOCTioMe elle pabo-
TaJ, TM6O cyllecTBa B KaOMHE 3aMETHIM KpacHoe «M»
M He pELIMJIUCh aTaKOBaTh.

Kaitn Hawynan nepekiouyatens Ha oGyriMBLIEM-
CA peMHe M HaXaJl Ha KHONKY. B MUHHaTIOpDHOM MHK-
podoHe pasganuch lwenuku. [lepenaTyuk eie pabo-
TaJI, HO XenaeMoro 3ddexra He mocnegosaso. Moxer
6bITb, KOMaHAa MJlaHepa HE NMPWHSAJIa ero CUrHaJl Wiu
OH He CMOT TMpUHSATH UX oTBeT. Kaiin He ctan TpaTuTh
BpeMsi Ha coxXajeHHusi. OH MOOHSUI PYKM M Ha SI3bIKE
XKECTOB Oaj MOHATh 3KHUMAaXy, 4YTO BCE B MOpSAKeE.
[InaHep cHoBa Habpas BHICOTY M MOJETEN Jajblue.

BpemeHn noutH He octaBasock, Ho Kaitn noGe-
XaJ cnefoM. OH BBIMIPAT HECKOJNBKO CEKYHI. DKH-
nax IUlaHepa cpearupyeTr Ha nosiBieHue JIafpa u 6y-
AeT OeWCTBOBaTb COTJIACHO INPHKa3ly — H3MEHHTH
NMpHUKa3 He ObUIO BO3MOXHOCTH M3-3a HEMCIIPAaBHOCTH
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nepenatunka. Kafin npomuancs mexay AIOH H mon-
HANCA HaBEpX.

Jo JIa#ipa ocTtaBajoch TpY YETBEPTU MWIIM, KOTAA.
TUlaHep npu3emMnwics.' HUKakuMx maHCOB OKa3aThCsl TaM
soBpemsi. Ho OH ellle MOT KOe-uYTO caenaTh.

*x W ¥

OT ynapa HaceKoMOro oHu oba BblUIETENH U3 MJa-
Hepa. YepuTH 6eCriOMOLIHO B3MaxHyJla pykaMHU B BO3-
‘iyXe, 3aTeM 3emJil U He6o 3aBepTeNMCh Mepen ee ria-
3aMH, U OHa yAapujlachb O MECOK.

K cuactblo, npy naneHun YepUTH HUYEro He MOB-
pednJia, HO YeThIpeXpyYKHii BOMH CTPEMMJICSI OKOHYa-
TeNbHO ee 06e3BpeanTh. TOHKHE OpPOTrOBEBIUHE PYKHU C
yXacHO# cuiioil 06BMAM Teno UepuTH, M BO3LYX C
XpUNoM BblpBajicsi M3 ee Jerkux. OHa nbiTajlach 3a-
KpuuaTtb, HO He cMoria. OcTtpasi 60/ib MOYTH JIKLLKWIA
ee pasyma. YepuTH MOYYBCTBOBaJla, KaK OAHO M3 pe-
Gep 3axpycTesio Noj HEYMOJMMBLIM JaBleHHeM. Ia3a
3aTAHYJIO KPACHOIi IeJIEHOM, a BO pTy NMOSABWICS BKYC
KpoBd. MU3-non pecHuu oHa BuAena, Kak ['ypk u Jlu-.
JIMS MBITAIMChL OTTAlIUTh HamajgaBlUero WM, No Kpai-
HEH Mepe, OCilabUTL ero xBaTKy, HO MOHCTp JIMIUb
ycUIIWI1 yOUICTBEHHOE [aBjieHMe Ha ee pebpa M mnos3-
BOHOYHHK.

CMepTb, KOTOPYIO OHa XOajia, He MpPHUXOAMJA.
Bapyr BeCb MUpP BCHBIXHYJT SIDKMM O€NbIM CBETOM,
KOTZa JIyd 3Hepruu Mpoulesi B CaHTUMETPE OT ee JIMLa
M CO CMEPTEJIbHOM TOYHOCTBIO MOMAI B YEPET MypaBbsl.
YxacHoe naBjieHMe ocyiabno, U OoO6MsKilee MepTBoOe
Teno npupasuno Yepuru. Jiuguum u I'ypKy npuuuioch
OOBENANHHUTD YCHIIMSA, YTOOBI OTTAlUUTbL B CTOPOHY Mep-
TBOE HacekoMoe.
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YepuTu CyAOpPOXHO BTAHyJa Bo3ayxX. Jlerkue ro-
penu, CJIOBHO OHa BAOXHYJAa Mapbl KUCIOTHI, a OT CJIO-
MaHHOro pe6pa ‘BOJIHbI HEBBIHOCMMOI 60JiM npobera-
o no Tteny. Ha Heckonbko MHUHYT OHa noTepsja
co3HaHue.

Ckagnep ¥ Hat cTosinin psanoM Ha KOneHsX, Koraa
KpoBaBasi meneHa cnana c ee rna3. OTKy@a-To pasga-
J0Cb pe3koe, SIPOCTHOE BU3XaHHME, U B TOT XE MO-
MeHT, Koraa YepuTu oTkphina miasa, Ckagmep non-
HsAn G6nacrep bapra u BbicTpenwn. IlnaMs v 4yepHBbIit
IOBIM TMOBAJIWIM U3 LUTIO3a.

— Ckopee! — 3akpuyana Jluaus. — 3aech aBapuii-
Hasl. aBTOMaTHKa. [lnaHep B3netaer B ciyyae Hanage-
HUS.

Cxannep v KeHT noMuanuch K ruiaHepy, a Yepu-
TH Ge3pe3yNbTaTHO MbITANach MOAHATbCA. Bece Kpyxu-
nocb nepen ee miasamu. OHa momnpoGoBajla caenathb
ar, HO yrnaja Ha KOJIeHU M ¢ 671aroqapHOCTbIO CXBa-
TWia pyKy Jluauu. PoT HanonHwuics Kposblo, 60ib B
pebpax ycunmnack. Hat, JInaus u T'ypk nortamunau ee
Ha cebe, Tak -OHa Ao6pajach OO 11032 U CO CTOHOM
onyctuiaach y 6opra.

3emnss nmon HoramMu 3ampoxaina. Ilocisliaioch
IIyXxoe, HO TIOCTOSIHHO YCHJIMBaBllIeeCsi IPOMBIXaHHeE,
H MOYTH ONHOBPEMEHHO Hayall 3aKpbIBaTbCH HapyX-
Hblif JIIOK, HE OYeHb OLICTPO, HO HeyMonuMo. CeKyH-
HOM TO3Xe TPHITONHSICS BHYTDEHHMIA.

HaT v JIngus noaxsatuin YepuTH M eBa ycneau
3aCKOYMTb BHYTpPb. [lBepb, CIOBHO CTaJlbHOM 3uracdor,
NogHANACK 32 UX CMMHAMHM U 3axJIONHyJaach. YepuTtu
WarHysa Briepes, OTNycTHIa pyKy HaT u 4yTh He crioT-
KHY/IaCb O TPETbE MEPTBOE HaCEKOMOE.

— Tsl B mopsnke? — cnpocuna Hat.

— Ja, — ¢ Tpydom oTBeTHIa YepHUTH.
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OnHa easa Apiiana. YTo-TO Bposie OCKOJKa Topya-
JIO B JIETKMX W MpeBpaliasio KaXIblil BIOX B MyueHHeE.
. HecmoTpss Ha »TO, OHa npourHopupoBaia IpPOTAHY-
Tyl0 pyKy H3T M npokoBbuIsiia co CTUCHYTHIMHM 3yba-
MM Jajiblue.

[loMellleHHe, B KOTOPOM OHH HaxOAWIHUCH, GbUIO,
HECMOTpSl Ha BHYLUMTEJNIbHbIE pa3Mephl IlaHepa, OYeHb
HebGonblM. B3rnsHyB CKBO3b TpeyrojibHOe CMOTpPO-
Boe OKHO, YepuTH yBHIE/a, YTO OHH €llie He B3JeTe-
JIM, HO DiIyxas OPOXb NMOA HOraMM CTaHOBWJIaCh Bce
cunbHee. Eulle Heckonbko ceKyHa. M TyT Ha MrHose-
HHMe el NokKasalnoch, YTO OHa yBMAeNa, Kak... Ho 3To
HEBO3MOXHO. UepuTH He ycneja 3aKOHYHUTb CBOIO
MBICJIb.

— TI'ypk, — oHa rmokasajla Ha He3HaKOMble KOH-
TpoJibHbIE MPUOOpPH M LIKalbl Ha BHIMYKJIOM MNYJbTe
nepen crekiamMu. — Chenait XoTb 4TO-HUOYynb! BhICT-
pee!

He Gbi1o HeoGxomuMocTn noaroHsaTs I'ypka. Kap-
JIMK yX€ CHsSJl CBOIO WUISAMY M OT4YassHHO Goposncs ¢
JIEHTO#, 3anyTaBlLleiics Ha ero npaBoit pyke. Ckannep
MoJlua MOACKOYMJI K HEMY, BbITAlLWJI HOX M o6pe3a
ee, a ['ypk cBobonHOM pyKO# moaTawui K cebe kpec-
Jio nuioTta. Yepe3 ceKyHOy OH yXe CHUIOEN B HeM, M
TYT OOHAapYXHJIOCh, UTO KpECJIO MNpeaHa3HauYeHO s
[BYXMETPOBBIX TMHTaHTOB — pPyKH ['ypka He noctaBanu
oo npubopos. He Meurkasi, OH BCKOYWI, CTajl Ha Lbl-
NMoYyky M, 60pMoya 4YTO-TO Ha He3HaKOMOM luebeuy-
uieM A3blKe, MPUHSJICA MaHUNYJIHUPOBaTb KHOMKaMH M
BBIKJIIOYATENIAMM. '

— Kak pena?

[Mpowmna cekyHma, npexne yeM YepuUTH NOHsa,
yto Bonpoc CKamfepa OTHOCHTCS K Heit. OHa 6naro-
[lapHO YJbIOHYJIaCh M OTBETWA:
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— Xopouuo. IMo kpaiiHeit Mepe, s XHBa. DTO Obi
4YepPTOBCKHW YHauHBIi BBICTpeJl! — OHa MoTporajia LieKy,
‘KOTOpasi elle XpaHHWJIa TEIUIO Jia3epHOro Jyya.

— Kakoit BbicTpen? — Ckangep 03aiayeHHO CMOT-
pesl Ha Hee.

YepuTH ynuBIEeHHO 3aMojiyajla M B3IJIsIHYJla Ha
ramMma-6nacrep, BuceBluuit Ha mueye Ckapnepa. OHa
OTYETJIMBO 3alOMHHJIA, YTO JIy4, YOMBIUHMA YeTbIpex-
pykoro, 6bu1 GenniM. 'amMma-6Gnactepbl reHepHpyIOT
KOrepeHTHbI 3eJieHblil cBeT. TeM He MeHee OHa INpo-
HoJIXuna: :

— OTO Xe Thl MPHUCTPENWI MypaBbsi, AYILIHUBLIETO
MEHs? .

— Her. A nyman, crpensna JInaus. Unu kapauk.

— He Th1? — nepecnpocwna Yeputu. — Tol He
crpensan?

— C paccTosiHUs cTa MeTpoB? 3a KOro Thl MEHs
NpUHUMaeWwb?

— Ho ecan... ecnn He ThI, TOrAa KTo Xe? — npo-
6opmorana Yepurw. )

OHa 6pocuna B3rsag HA-KeHTa, HO napeHb TOJb-
KO TOKayaJl roJioBOi ¥ MOAHSUI CBOW aBTOMaT. biac-
Tep ObUT TOJNBKO Y LIapKa.

— Moxert 6bITh, pa3bepeMcs nMo3xe? — BMelUaCs
['ypx. — Ecnu 3to GyaeT koro-HU6YAb WHTEpEecOBAaTh.

HeoxunaHHO OH M3[an 3BYK, MOXOXHMIH Ha B3[0X
pa3oyapoBaHUSI U KPHUK yXaca OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— Y710 cnyynnocs? — uMchmyraHHo cripocuia Yepu-
TH. — Tbl He MOXellb CNpaBUTbCH C YNpaBjJeHHEM?

— DTOro He CMOXET HMKTO, — MPayHO OTBETHJ
Iypk.-

— Yrto 310 3HauMT? — KeHT wiarHyn K HeMy M
rpy6o cxBaTWi 3a IUIe4O TakK, YTO KapJUK BCKPHKHYI
oT 6osu.
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Ckaanep Hanpsarcsi, Ho KeHT yxe ornyctun [yp-
Ka, npexie ueM OH BMellajcs.

— Tl yBepsi1, UTO MOXeELUb C HUM YMNpaBasiThcsa! —
pa3rHeBaHHO cka3an KeHT.

— Ha, — 3no orBetun I'ypk. — Ho He ¢ Takum.
HUKTO.He CMOXET 3TOro ciaenatb. Y MJaHepa... HeT
ynpasJjieHus!

— A yto 310? — KeHT ykasan Ha CTpe/lKH, dKpa-
Hbl- ¥ Kbl Ha MYJbTeE.

— KourtposbHble npuGopbl. Y HEro HeT ymnpasie-
HUsl, noBepb MHe. [1naHep ynpasnsieTcsi AMCTaHLIMOHHO.

BuesanHo ['ypk Bckoumn c Mmecra.

— Yxoaum!

M, cnoBHO Npo3Byuas Mapoiib, MJAHEpP B3JETEN C
HEMBICJIMMBIM ycKopeHHeM. UepUTH M Bce OCTalibHbIE
ynajii Ha MoJi, cOUTble C HOT MOLIHBIM pbIBKOM. B
CMOTPOBBIX JIIOKaxX 3aruisicaiyd B 6€3yMHOM TaHILie 3eM-
s ¥ HebO, Korga ruiaHep HaKpeHWJICS BJIEBO.

YepuTH 3aTauna ObiXaHHWE U XOajla, KOrga craaer
NaBJIeHHE M HCUYE3HET ollylieHHe, OyATo KaKoh-TO
BEJIMKaH KyJaKoM Ipureyatan 1ebst k noiry. CiomaH-
Hoe pebpo Gosenio elle CUJIbHEE, U MPH KaXAO0M BHO-
Xe OHa C TPYAOM MNOJaBJisijla KPHK.

Hakoneu YepHTH npunogHsiiach, YTo6bI GpOCUTD
B3MJIAJ B OKHO, M Ha MUHYTY 3abbia o 6onu. Ilei3ax
nepectan KyBelpKaTbCsi. Tenepb B OKHax ObUT BUAECH
Tonbko [llait-TaaH..

OH O6BICTPO MpUOAMXACS.



IJTIABA 12

KoMHaTa Bbirsisaena npcTopHO# — CTEHBl U3 pXa-
BOTO XeJjie3a MpsATAIMCH 3a 000SMM M3 LieaKa U JpYy-
rMx Joporux MatepuaioB. [1oBciogy BHCeNU KapTHHHI.
MeGenp ckopee nogouuia 66l KaKoMy-HHOYOb My3€lo
wiu 3aMKy B EBpore, yeMm 6aiwune lllaji-TaaHa. Tou-
Hee roBopsi, Mebesib Obl1a yKpaZeHa KakK pa3 U3 JABOp-
LIOB, KaK M IMOJIOTHAa U3 KOTAa-TO GeCLEeHHbIX KOJJIeK-
UMl UcKyccTBa ruiaHeThl. [IsHUeNb o6cTaBWI KOMHATy
no cgoeMy BKycy. OH He obpallayl BHUMaHHsl Ha pac-
XOABl — B €ro pacropsi)XeHWH Bcerga 6GulIM GoraTcTBa
BCeil mnaHeThl M leNnas apMHs ciyr. 9Ta KomHarta
NoxoXa Ha ABE-TPU COTHU [PYruX, HaxXOASILIUXCH B
Pa3HbIX YroJiKax IulaHeThl, M 31eCh OH YYBCTBOBaJI ceOs
NpeKpacHo. _

Ho ceityac Bce uameHwnoch. JIaHHeNb HEPBHUYA,
YU Ha TO ObUIa NMpHUYHMHA.

OH coBepluna OoWINOKY, BbI3BaB Mera-BOMHa, YTO-
6b1 06e3BpeUTh KanuTaHa JIsipa, U To, Kak pa3BUBa-
JINCb COOBITUSI, ero He ycTtpaMBaio. Kaitn cran mpo-
6nemoit elle 10 3BOHKA M3 KBapTHUPH XpHULbIL. [I3Huenb
M TaK 3HaJl, 4YTO €ro BJIaCThb Haj 3TOM IUIaHEeTOH BHCe-
Jla Ha BoJjocke. Xo3siesa ¢ MopoHa BEJTMKOIYLIHBI,
noka JOBOJIbHbI CBOMMM TOAYMHEHHBIMHU, HO CJIOBa
«IIPOILEHHE» OHM HE IHATH.

I3H¥enb BCTal M B BOJIHEHHM TIPOLIEJICS MO KOM-
HaTe B3aj M Brieped. Mpicau nmytaiuck. OH COBEPLUMIT
owxOKy, HO HE MOT JOMYCTHTh BTOPOH M 3aphITh ce6s
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cobcTBeHHOpPY4YHOo B Morwiy. Kak M y 6onbumimHcTBa
ryGepHaTopoB, ¥ 3HHeNs He GbLIO OonbiTa O6ILEHHUS €
Mera-BOMHaMH. B mocnenHHe 4Yacel OH SICHO TIOHSAA,
YTO HENOOLEHWI 3TOro MOJIOAOrO 4eJOBEKA, BbINIA-
gesliero Tak 6e3obunHo. Kaiin 6b11 yeM-To GOJNbLIUM,
yeM ueJIOBeK-MallWHa. Y Hero ocTpbliif yM, KOTOpbIit
MOXeT ObITh MPUMEHEH HE TOJIbKO MJisl BbIMOJIHEHUS
npHKasa. Mera-BouHy M3BECTHBI. TaKHe NMOAPOGHOCTH,
KoTopble JIaHuenb npeanoyen Obl CKPHITh.

Tuxoe Xy¥okaHMe HapylUIWIO XOL ero Mbiciei, U
Iaunenb octaHoBuicsA. OH oGepHyJICs, B 3aMellaTelb-
CTBe NMOCMOTpEJ Ha 3aKPBITYIO ABEPb M THXO CKasall:

— Ha?

Bouien mypagseit. Ha kopoTkuit Mur B3risa J3Hu-
eil CKOJIb3HYNl MO APYrOMy MHpY, TaK OTJIMYaBlUEMY-
cs1 OT TOro, KOTOPBIH OH co3fay WIS cebGs: 3a ABEPHIO |
BHIHEJICS Y3KHIi1, TUJIOXO OCBELIEHHBI KOpHUOOp, CTe-
Hbl KOTOPOTO MepLaJli TEMHO-KpPaCHBIM LIBETOM pXa-
poro Metajyuia. Lllait-TaaH — ruraHTCKoe COopyXeHMue,
OdHO M3 caMbiX OOJBLIUMX Ha 3TOW TIUIAHETE, HO He
BeyHoe. B 3TOM M HeT Heo6XOAMMOCTH.

Mypageii 3acThUI B ABYX Llarax OT HEro W ycra-
BHUJICSI XOJIOAHBIM, HMYEro He BbIpaXaloWWM B3rs-
JIOM.

— Ha? — nostopun [3Huenb eile pa3.

— TlnaHep npujieTaeT, — COOOLUWI YETbIPEXPYKHH.

Ero ronoc Obi1 XOpoOlO CMOLYAUPOBaHHBIM H
MSATKMM, OH He MMeJl HHUYyero oblluero c TeM, YeM B
NeMCTBUTENILHOCTH SBJAJach peyb 3THX cyluecTtB. Co-
6CTBEHHO TOBOpsl, 3TO HE €ero rojoc, a 3ByK amnmnapa-
Ta-nepeBOAYMKa, BXHUBJIEHHOIO B TKaHH €ro rop.na

— Xopowo. Bbl 3HaeTe, yTo AenaThb.

MypaBel KHBHYJI, HO He ABMHYJCA C MeCTa.

- Lh'o-'ro emie? — HeNOBOJbHO NMpou3Hec JIHH-
€Jib.
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Mypaseit Mmegnun. Ecau 6bl [J3HHeNb He 3HaJ, YTO
cnyri MopoHa He crnocob6Hbl HUYEro 4yBCTBOBaTb, TO
nokasiicsi Obl, YTO €My HENMPUSATHO FOBOPHUTDH Hasbliie.

— Mera-BouH, rocnogauH.. C HUM npobyemsl.

— Ja? Yr1o 3a npo6nembl? Kanurtan JI3iipa BOT-
BOoT OydeT 3necb. Takum obpa3om, ero 3ajgaHue Bbl-
nojHeHo. MoxeTe OTOC/aTh ero Hasai.

— Her. Mbl He yBepeHbl, YTO CMOXEM 3TO cle-
nath.

— IMouemy?

— OH 3acTpesiyl OQHOro M3 HalLUMX.

— OH... — [IaHuenb GbUT COUT ¢ TOJKY. — 3ayeM?

— Mbl He 3HaeM. OIMH U3 YIEeHOB 3KMMaxa Movy-
TU cnpaBuics c JIaipa, HO Mera-BOMH BBLICTPEJIMI B
Hero M nan eif BO3MOXHOCTb cOexarb.

— Bubr yBepeHbl? 3nech HET HUKaKO# OLIMOKHU?

— DTa ClieHa CHfATa KaMepoif rnjiaHepa Ha IJIeH-
KY, — OTBeTUJl MypaBeit. — MoXeTe y6eaUTbCS CaMH.

— B 3TOM HeT HeobXoAMMOCTH, — BIOJIr0J0OCa Mpo-
u3Hec aHuenn.

Cnosa 4eTbIpeXpYKOro noaajy Maeio, nokasaBlly-
10cs eMy cCHayajla cyMacOpoaHoOif, HO B TO Xe BpeMs
MOYTH reHuajbHoOi. «Bo3MOXHO, — moayman OH, —
Kaitn cam ykasan eMy BBIXOA M3 IIEKOTJIMBOIO MO-
JIOXEHMUSI».

— Ime oH ceityac?

— Mbul He 3HaeM. [lnaHep MOBpeXIEH BLICTPEJIOM
OHOTO M3 MSATEXHUKOB. HO OH IOJIKEH cecTb.

— A 3TO Boo6lIe-TO BO3MOXHO? — crnpochua [3-
Huenb. — 51 umelo ‘B BuIy Mera-BoMHa. fl... Bcerna
AyMaJl, YTO OHM aOCOIOTHO JIOSIBHBI.

MypaBeit noMeIHI C OTBETOM.

— OH 6b11 paHeH. OueHp Tsxeno. HeBeposiTHO,
HO, MO BCceil BMAMMOCTH, CTPYKTYypa €ro CO3HaHMUS
coxpaHmnacb. OH pofOM M3 3TOro Mupa.
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310 6bBLIO KaK pa3 ToO, YTO XOTesa ycabiwarh 13-
Huenb. EMy mnoTpe6oBasiock” yCHIHE, UTOGbI CKpBITb
NOBOJILHYIO YJIBIOKY.

— 3HaYMT, HACTYMHUJ KaK pa3 TOT HEBEPOSITHBIN
cjiyvaii, koraga Mbl UMeeM [JeJI0 C Mera-BOMHOM, CTaB-
IIKM Ha CTOpOHY KanuTaHa JIaipa, — obcrosTenbHo
O6BSICHHU OH.

— BeposITHOCTB 3TOro He COCTaBJISIET... — Haual
6b10 MypaBei, Ho [IaHuenb obopBan ero.

— DTO BO3MOXHO?

— Jla, rocnioaMH, — OTBETWJI TOT TOCJie HECKO/b-
KHUX CEKYHJ MOJIYaHMUS.

JaHuenp B3noxHyn. OH 6bUT B3BOJIHOBaH, HO BHYT-
pH BCe JIMKOBaJIO.

— Kax 3BYYuT mpeanucaHue Ha 3TOT ciy4ai?

— DnvuMMHauusA, — OTBETHN MypaBeil. — Ho s
xoTen Obl_yKasaTb Ha TO...

— Jle#cTBYiiTe cornacHO npukasy. ¥ MeHsl HET 0co-
60ro XejiaHWus CBA3BIBaThHCS C B30ECUBILUMMCS YesioBe-
KoM-apmueit. Yoeiite Kaiina.

*  * ¥

I'nranTckas teHp Lllait-TaaHa 3acioHusa coboit
Bce 0603pMMOE NMPOCTPaHCTBO. 3a MNMOCHeOHUE CEeKyH-
bl MNaHep cO6pocHNl CKOpPOCTb, MPUOANXKAACH K Xpa-
My. «TaM Hac XIeT cMepTb», — HEBOJIbHO MNoayMa-
noce Yepurtu. [MnaHep aBTOMaTHYECKHU B3JIETEN, KOrIa
Ha HEero Hamajv, ¥ OHa He OYeHb YOMBUTCS, €C/H
BHYTDHM HX XIET Lejlass apMHsl BOOPY>KEHHBIX MypaBb-
eB-ruraHToB. CJIOBHO TIDOYMTaB ee MbiciH, Ckaagep
nogollesn U oboapsiowe yiablOHYyCS.

— Bouiubcs? — TNOAMHUTHYN OH €.

— Her, — orBetmna Yeputn. — A 6ecnokoroch 3a
Tex pebsT, KOTOpble Hac MOMXMAAIOT. Thl Xe 3Haellb,
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1 mobnio 3Bepeit... IpoknsATbe, HY KOHEYHO Xe, 51 60-
10Cb.

OHa oTBepHyJach M NMOCMoOTpesia B okHO. Ha oa-
HOX M3-CNHUpaibHbIX GallieH MEUIEHHO OTKPHIBAJIMCh
BOpOTA.

— BoixoauT, Haula MafleHbKasi peBOJIIOLIMS 3aKOH-
yunach, He yCrieB Mo-HacTosileMy HayaTbcs? — crpo-
cun Typk.

YepuTH CTPOro MOCMOTpeJia Ha HEro, HO KapiuK
JMUb YXMBINbHYJICSI B OTBET, MOAHSIB 3aXBauyeHHBbIi
6nacrep. ’

«Bo BCsIKOM cnyyae, Mbl BOODYXEHbI», — MoayMa-
na Yeputu. MepTBble MypaBbM ObUIM XOOAYMMH OpY-
XefiHbIMM apceHanaMu. [IpaBna, 3T GnacTepbl CKOH-
CTPYMpPOBaHbl He mJis J0AEeiH, U NPUXOAUNOCH
M3BOpaYMBaThbCS, YTOOBI MajbLibl AOTAHYIUCHL OO KYp-
Ka, HO ciyram JIsHuenst NpUAETCs Tyro, eC/M OHM XAYT
TI0XO BOOPY>XEHHbIX XBaCTYHOB-MSATEXHHKOB.

[lno3 npubnuxancs. Ha cekynmy Yeputu yBuae-
Jla HECKOJIbKO HEOOJIbLIMX NayKoobpa3HbIX CYLIECTB,
BBICTPOUBLUMXCSI TOJYKPYroM, 3aTeM IUIaHep MSTKO
HaKpeHWICs, cleflajl pa3BOpPOT M Cell.

— O’keit, — ckasan Ckapgep. — Pasmenumcs.

Hukto He oTBeTHa. Bce HepBHMYanM M GOSIIUCH,
Kak elle HUKOrga B XHM3HHM. 3ByKH MEXaHH3MOB IUIa-
Hepa CTMXJIM, MU TNOYTH B TY X€ MMHYTY OTKDBUIKCH
o6a uuto3za. Pyku Yeputn B3MOKIM OT BosiHeHUS. OHa
nofHsu1a 06eMMH pyKaMu 6jacTep ¥ NMPUIroOTOBHAACh K
6oro.

IMToka Bce ObO cnokoitHo. HacekoMmele peliunu
nepenaTh MHUMLMATHBY HanafalolMM WIH NPOCTO He
3HAJU, YTO MPEANPHHATb Aajblue. MoXeT ObiTh, IKU-
nax rulaHepa ycresn TONBKO MMOCHaTh CHrHan GeacT-
BHS, HE cooblKB noapobHocTeih. HeoxnaaHHo 3aro-
BopuJs1 KeHT:
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— Bce, uTO 8 Buepa ckasaj, HYy, B obueM, f
coxanel. S xoTen TONbKO, YTOOBLI BbI 3HajlH, KOT-
na...

— 3arkHucbh, KeHT, — rpy6o obopBan ero Ckapn-
nep. — Mbl 3nech He A TOro, YTOObl MPOU3HOCHTD
npouianbHbie peyn. Mbl JONXHBI BbIXHTb.

— MoxeTte He HagmesaTbcs! — ckasana Jlunus.

— 3popoBo, — nposopyana Yeputu. — Huuero nyu-
LIEr0 B TaKOW MOMEHT Henb3sd npuaymaTb. Bosblue
HUYETO... .

U 3amonuana, nocMotpeB Ha Jinauio.

Monogasa XeHlUIMHA AepXajia B 06eux pykax Mo
MaJleHbKOMY cepebGpucTomy Gnacrtepy. yno oaHoro
.6nacrepa Obi10 HanpaBneHo Ha Ckaanepa, Apyroro —
Ha Yeputu. _ )

— Yro... YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? — 03aAAYEHHO CIpOCH-
na Yeputn. — Tol couuta ¢ yma?

— Her, — orBeruna Jiuaus. — bpocaiite opyxue!

JIvuo ee okamMeHeNno, rosoc ApoXan.

— Tout yoxkHynace! — 3akpuuan Kentr. — Br1o Xe...

Jinnusa BbicTpesiwia B Hero. Bce npousounio Tak
6bICTPO, UTO OCTAIbHLIE YCMENU JIULIb BCKPUKHYTb OT
yxaca. Opyxue B pyke Jiuauy cMecTHJIOCH BIpaBo, B
ctopoHy Ckannepa. KeHT oTiiaTHyJICS Ha3ana, YAapui-
Csl O CTEHY M yman.

— KTo-HHOynb eile cOMHEBaeTcs B TOM, UTO 51 He
wyyy? — xonoaHo cnpocuna Jiuaus.

Hukro He oTBeTnn. YepuUTH U3-NOA pecHULl 3aMe-
THna, KaK Hanpsircs CKaanep M ¢ obneryeHuem B3I0X-
HyJla, TIOHSB, YTO OH He cobupaeTcs HanaaaTh.

— Jlenaiite, KaK OHa FOBOPHMT, — CMIOKOHHO CKa3a-
na Yeputu.

OHa OCTOPOXHO TOJIoXuJa Onactep nepen coboii
Ha MoJi, HAPOUMUTO MEMJIEHHO, YTOOLI HE CIIPOBOLIMPO-
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BaTh JIuauio. Bce ocTtasibHBIE TOXE MO ouepenH Cio-
XWIN OpYXHe.

— Xopoiuo, — ckasana JIuaus. — A Temnepb ¢ nou-
HATBIMM pYKaMHM K CTEHe. '

— Tak Tl oHa U3 HUX, — C ropevyblo NMPOU3HECa
Yeputn. — Mowu nosaopaeneHus, Jinaus. S Tak U He
pasragana teb6s. Bol pa3paGotanu HOBbII cAOCO6 Mac-
KUPOBKU?

— 51 He NMpUHagIexXy K 3TOMY... 3Bepbio! — roc-
negHee ciaoBo JIuamsi MoyTH rnpokpuyana.

Yeputn He yauBunacb. OHa 6bl NOYYBCTBOBaIA,
yto JInaus He uyesioBeK, ‘He3aBUCHMO OT COBEPLIEHCT-
Ba €€ MAaCKHMpOBKM. '

— Torna noyeMmy Thl ¢ HUMH? — CIpPOCHJIa OHa.

— He TBoe neno. U 310 He urpaer Gosbllie HUKaA-
KOH pojy.

— [ns MeHs wurpaer, — ckasana Yeputn. — Yrto
oHM TebGe npemnoxwin? Bnacte? BeccMmeprue?

Jlugusa 3agymanace. Ha cekyHny kamMeHHass Macka
ucuesna, U YepuTH yBuzena ee Takoi, Kakoi oHa Gbuta
B IEACTBUTEILHOCTH: GECITOMOILHAS MoJioAast XEeHLUH-
Ha, MOYTH MoTepsBlUasi pa3yM OT cTpaxa. YepuTtH mMen-
JIEHHO OMYCTHJIa PYKH.

HAyno 6nacrepa B pyke JIuauu nomHANOCH BBEDX.

— He penait rnynocreit. 1 nonxHa QOCTaBUTh Bac
XHUBbIMM, HO IS [3HHMENs yX JIydllle MepTBhIE, YeM
HUKaKHe.

YepuTi 3amepna. JIMAUA B TAKOM COCTOSIHMH, UTO
OT Hee MOXHO 'OXHIATh YEro YrogHo.

— HTtak, Tel paforaews Ha [aHuens, — ckasana
Hat. — S nonxHa 6bina goragatbes. OTKyna ©bl OH
y3Haj, rae Mbl?

— Her, — orBeTwna JInaus M KUBHYJIa B CTOPOHY
KenTta. — CoGCTBEHHO roBOps, MHE TOPYUMIU HaWTH
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6a3y 3THX AYPaykoB. A TO, YTO Bbl MHe mnepebexanu
JOPOTy, NMPOU30LUIO Cy4YailHo.

— Hapeloch, Thl B 3TOM €llle HE pacKaWBaellbCsi, —
rHEeBHO npousHecna Hoart.

Y nsepy nocnbliuanuch wark. INonaecsitka Boopy-
JKEHHBIX HaceKOMBIX-BOMHOB BOPBAJIMCb B IUIaHEp M
3aHAJIM MecTo crnipaBa M cineBa oT Jluauu. Bonblue
ABaauaTt¥ 6nactepoB ObUIM HamnpaBjeHbl Tenepb Ha
YeputH, Ckagnepa, Hat 1 A6H Oab I'ypka.

Kapnuk 3o 3acmesics.

— O ueM, B caMOM feje, OyMalOT 3TU TAYNubi?
YTo CHAYyYyHUTCs, €CIM OHU BCE pa3oOM BBICTPENAT? —
CNpOCHJ OH MouYTH Becesio. — OHM Xe caMM MNoaxa-
parcs!

— Bpsapn nu, — paspancs ronoc y ABEDM.

Xots UepnTH TOYHO 3HaJIa, KOr0 YBUIMT, OHa Bce
pPaBHO B3IPOTHYJIa OT HEOXHWAAHHOCTH.

Januens CTOYH nan eit BpeMsi ClTOKOMHO pacCMOT-
peTb ero.

OH coBceM He HU3MEHMJCH, JIMLO TaK M OCTajloCh
JIULIOM B3pOCJIOro, HEMHOro po6koro Manbynka. Bmec-
TO TeMHO-CHHeil ¢OpMbl KOCMHMYECKHX BONCK, B KO-
Topoit Yeputn BHIena ero B MOCHEAHUI pa3, OH HO-
CHi Tenmepb KOMOMHE30H M3 YEpHOro MaTepHuarna,
BHIJIANEBUIEFO CTPAHHO XHBBIM.

— Hy xoHeyHo, Thl aGCONIOTHO MpaB, — MPOAOI-
xun CroyH, o6patusmuck Kk I'ypky. — I'nyno y6uBath
Bac rnocjie TOro KakK s TPWIOXWI CTOJIbKO YCHIIHIA,
4yTo6bl BaC JOCTAaBUJIM XUBBIMH.

OH chenaj TOBENMTENbHBIH XECT BOMHaM.

— VY6epute opyxue. Halim rocTd He cTaHyT BO-
€BaTh TOJILIMU DYKaMH.

YepuTH CTOWIO Tpyla CAepXHUBaTh 3MOLMU. OHa
HeHaBuaesa CToyHa M B TO Xe BpeMsl MOHMMaJia, 4TO
He OH HacToslMUH BUHOBHHMK. YTO-TO MpOM30LLIO C
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HUM 3a 3TU TpW roga, Mocfie TOro, Kak OH paHbLIé
Hee BbIllEJ U3 CMAJbHOTO OTCEKa.

— Bbl He CAMLIKOM pa3roBOpYMBBI, Aa? — B30OX-
HyB, cripocun CtoyH. — Ho Bce u3ameHuTCA. Y Hac
ewe 6yneT BpeMsi NMOrOBOPHTb.

" CeKkyHIy OH HampacHO XJial OTBeTa, 3aTeM [o-
BepHysicsi U cmepun Ckaaaepa JONTMM 3aAyMUYHBBIM
B3MJIS1.A0M.

— M c Bamu, pasymeertcs, Toxe, Moit apyr. Ham
HYXHO obCyauTb Mapy TeM.

— da? U kaknx xe?

— JlosnbHOCTb, — npemioxun [IsHuenb. — Unu
HakasaHHe 3a pa3pbiB AOTroBOpa.

— Y1o ¢ Moum pebeHkoM? — BMmelianach JInaus.

daHKenb MoBepHYJICA K Heil U CMOPILII JI06, CNoB-
HO He MOHAJN CYTH BoMpoca.

— S mocraBusa ux, — npogoyxuwia Jluausa apoxa-
Ww¥M rosocoM. — S BBIMOJHWIA BCe BaluM TpeGoBa-
Husl. Tenepb BEepHHUTE MOEro pebeHKa.

YepuTH yOMBJIEHHO MMOCMOTpeJa Ha Hee M BHe-
3aMHO Bce MOHsJIa. B rHeBe OHa mepesesia B3r/sn Ha
J3Huens.

— Bbl OTHSUTH peGeHKa, YToObl LIaHTaXHpOBaTh ee?

— He oTHsnu, — nonpaBun HaHuens. — OH Obl1
u3bpaH. Balua moapyra okasajiach HacCTOJNBLKO IJIyTia,
YTO nomnbiTajach 6exaTb BMecTe ¢ HUM. Ho He yuina
nanexko. OnHaKo ee MyXeCTBO MHe NMOHPaBWJIOCH. A Y
Hac Kak pa3 BO3HHKJIA HeGosbluasi mpobseMa ¢ Ms-
TEXHUKaMH.

— 51 He Morna oTkasaThcsi, YepuTH, — cKasajia
Jlupus. )

CaMoob6nanaHue OKOHYaTeJbHO MOKHHYNO ee. JIu-
AMSI TOPbKO 3apbifana.

— S xoTena yHTH W3 ropofia, HO OHHW CXBaTWIH

173



MeHsi. OH... OH cKasaJi, YTO MOJAapHUT MHE XH3Hb H
BEpHET CblHA, €C/IW sI MOMOry HalTH 6a3y MATEXHH-
KOB. .

— U THI KIIOHYNAa Ha 3Ty YAOUKY? — 310 Opocun
Ckannep. — INpokisATbe, OH Belb JaBHO YXe BCE 3HaJl.
Korga Mbl ybpanun @eprana, Thl OOJXXKHaA Obina Bce
NoHATb. OH TONBLKO MoUrpas ¢ To6oiA! N

— Tbl HecripaBenuB KO MHe, Ckannep, — cKasan
J3Huenb, U, KaK HU CTpaHHO, YepUTH NMoOuyBCTBOBaIa
YTO OH FOBOPHUT YeCTHO. — Y Hac ecTb napa CBSI3HBIX,
BepHO. Ho MATeXHMKH TaK nomo3putenbHbl. HeMHo-
rMe BbIOALYT YYyXOMY CBOIO 6a3y.

[3Huenb caenan pe3koe ABHXEHHUE PYKO#, AaB Mo-
HATb, YTO TeMa 3aKpblTa, U MOBEPHYJICS K Clyram.

— OrtBeauTe ee K pebGeHKY, a TOTOM OTNpaBbTe B
ropof, — OH yauibHynca Yeputn. — Buaure, a nepxy
cBoe cjioBo. Jlaxe Mo OTHOLIEHMIO K BparaM.

— Brieyatnsier, — otseTuaa Yeputh. — HasepHoe,
A NEeHCTBHUTEJIbHO owMbJach HacyeT Bac.

J3Huenp yabiGHyNCA.

— Ha 3TOM 3aKkOHYMM Hauly Geceny. MHe HYXHO
eule yJaguTh HEKOTOpbie MEJIOYM, NMOTOM Yy MeHs Oy-
IeT BpeMsl MOroBOPHUTb C BaMH.

— Hacyer Haweit ka3Hn? — ocBegoMmiacs Yepuru.

Ynbibka 3acThiia Ha auue CroyHa.

— ¥YBeaute ux! — npukasaia OH.



IJIABA 13

Ha 3tOoT pa3s npobyxaeHue MIUIOCH AOJblUE H
6bU10 eute MyuuTenbHee. Kaitn enBa noMHMA, Kak clofa
nonan — oH Oexas, MoJji3, MOTOM COKpYLIMTEAbHBII
ylap ¥ TeMHoTa. Bce, yTo nmpousouuio no3xe, npe-
BpPaTUJIOCh B OECCBS3HYIO NMyTaHHULY GeCCMBIC/IEHHbIX
KapTMH Y lUyMa: OH BCIMIOMMHaJ MHUp, B KOTODOM HH-
Korga He Obu, [UIAaHETY MO SIAOBUTO-3€JIEHbIM He-
oM, MUp ILUTOPMOB U YyparaHOB, BBIX)KEHHOM 3eMIH
M GYHHBIX IXKYHIJIEH, IIe Ha KaXIoM luary nomkuaa-
€T CMepPTh W BBIXWTb MOXET TOJBKO CHIBHEHIIMA.
[loToM OAMHHBIA YKCTBI KOpUAOD C GiecTALIMMH
npubopaMM M XyXOKalUMMHM MalllMHAMH, HHUYEro He
BbIpaxalolliMe JHULa U3 Xpoma, PyKH M3 CTajiM, KOTO-
pble HE KacaJIuCb, a KPENKO JepXaJli ero ¥ KOTOpble
OH CKOPO BO3HEHaBMAEHl TaK CHWJIbHO, 4YTO B KOHLIE
KOHLOB mnomwobwi. OauH M3 Tpex ThicAd. [IpaBuno
Ilait-Taana. OxoTa, C KOTOpDOH BEpHY/JIHUCb He BCE.
PasMbiTOE coJHIile, OT cBeTa KOTOporo GoJiesid iasa.
Caepkatoliue HOXH B.ero Tene. CHOBa XpOMUPOBaH-
HOE JIMLIO, ellie OAHO, CTPOroe.

KaptuHbl Hauanu pacnibiBathcsi. BHe3amHo oH
MOYYBCTBOB&J HEBOCIIOJIHUMYIO MOTEPIO: Y HEro 4To-
TO OTHSIIM €lLE NpeXAe, Y4eM OH MOr 3TO OCO3HaTh.

Kaitn npocHysicsi, M KaK TOJbKO OH OTKpbLJ Ijia3a,
MCUe3 XaoC CHOB, YCTYNIMB MECTO MbILUIEHHIO, K TOU-
HOCTH KOTOPOTO OH MpHBHLIK. OH MOHSAJN, YTO CMEHa
600pCTBOBAaHMSL M IMOJIYCO3HATENIbHOIO COCTOSIHMSI HeE
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cayvyaitHa. U3paHeHHBINH opraHM3M pabGoTal yxe Ha
npeaesne, a 3anachl 9HEPrHU KOHYAIHCh.

Kaitn nonsiTasicd BcTaTh, HO He cMor. BosbHble
MBILLLBI CBeJla cyaopora. Metauinyeckas MOBEpXHOCTb,
Ha KoTopo# Jiexan Kaitn, crana nunkoit oT KpoBw.
OH Jexan Ha BepxXy IJlaHepa, AepXach 3a 3yOubl M
YNHUpasiCb HOraMHU B BBICTYN CMOTPOBHIX JIOKOB. Ha
aToT pa3 Kaiiny noBesno. EMy He xBaTwjio Obl cui
yaepxaTtbcsi, ecid Obl He cymaclueiulas CKOPOCTb M
BeTep, NMpHXaBILHE ero K MeTaIJINYeCKOH MOBEpXHOC-
TH TulaHepa. Kain 3acToHas, Ha ceKyHAy 3aKpbin ria-
3a ¥ MOMBITAICS CNpaBUTbcs ¢ 6oabio, HO Gesycrneu-
HO.

Kaitn nouyBcTBOBai, 4TO TepseT onopy. CHauana
ME/JIEHHO, TIOTOM BCe ObICTpee OH 3aCKOJIb3MJI MO 3ep-
KaIbHOM TOBEPXHOCTHM MeTasna BHM3. OH ynana, co
CTOHOM TOKaTHJIcsl, o6xBaTUB cebsa pykamu. [loTom
JieXXaJl HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, He B CHJIax me.noxHy'rbcn
He Xejlas HUYero, KpoMe CMepTH.

Ho Kaiin He uMen mpaBa ymepeTb.

YTo-TO, eaBa TemIUBLUEECS B CO3HAHHUU U MYYMB-
uiee ero 6eccBA3HBIMU BOCIIOMMHAHHUSIMH, 3arpellaio
Kaitny cnaBatbcsi. OH NOJIXEH BBIMOJHUTb MPUKa3.

JIasitpa.

Kanuran Yeputn Jlaitpn.

OH AOMXeH ee HalTH.

OH ponxeH ee HallTH M NOCTaBUThL K [3Huenlo.

3acToHaB ot 6onu, Kaiisr nonons panblue.

R R IR
YepuUTH paccuMTHIBaJla Ha TO, YTO €€ 3amnpyT B

kaMepe. Toabko noyeMy-To OXpaHY He BBICTaBWIIH.
DCKOpPT YepHbIX HacekoMbix npoBoaun Hat, Ckanne-
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pa ¥ Yepuru Ha BepxHue 3Taxu lllan-TaaHa, roe ux
pasAy4yMJIM, U OOMH M3 MYypaBbeB, HE MNOTPYAMBLIMCH
Oaxe NMPOU3BECTH OOBICK, Ipy0O BTOJIKHYJI €€ B KOM-
HaTy XU OCTaBMWJ OHHY.

Yeputn ocMmotpenachb. beccunbHas sipocTh mocre-
NeHHO cMeHMJach yausneHueM. IloMelleHHe, B KOTO-
pOM OHa oKa3ajlaCh, NMOXOAMJIO CKOpee Ha IMpEe3UACHT-
CKUHi HOMEp B HbIO-UOPKCKOM «XunToHe». Uepuru He
3HaJla, MOIJIa JIW B HOMeEpEe-JIIOKC NMpe3uWaeHTa BHCETh
kapTuHa Ban lNora «[logconHyxu». 3mech oHa BHcena.
A xota YepuTH Majio MOHMMasa B XXMBOITMCH, OHA He
COMHeBajlacb, YTO mepen Heit opuruHan. M sto He
€AMHCTBEHHOE MOJIOTHO, BHUCEBLlIEE Ha NMOKPBITHIX LIes-
KOBbLIMM OGOSIMM CTEHax.

— Bam HpaBuTca?

YepHUTH MOAYEPKHYTO MeQJIEHHO nosepHysack. OHa
He ciblllana, Kak OTKpblIach ABepb, HO CTOyH yXe
cTosn B ABYyX Iuarax oT Hee. OH Obu1 oauH M 6e3
OpYXHS.

— 51 3Halo, o Yem BBI Aymaete, KanutaH JIaipa, —
cka3an oH. — W He neiTaiitecs. A cunbHee Bac. Bo3-
MOXHO, BBl ceifyac B TaKOi sIpOCTH, UTO MOXETe MO-
neiTaThcsl YOUTH MEHs, HO 3TO O3Hayajuo Obl ‘M Bally
cMepTh. 1 HOLWy TO Xe, YTO M BB, — OH MNOKa3aJl Ha
ee TMOPBaHHYIO TEMHO-CHHIOIO YHH(OpPMY, a UMEHHO
Ha TUIOCKYIO CepebGpsHYIO NMPSXKY PEMHS, B KOTOPYIO
6bl1 BMOHTHpPOBaH reHepatop. — Tojbko -Moit GyH-
KUMOHMpYET HaMHoro ayyiule. Bam 6yaeT oyeHb 60Jb-
HO, €CJIK Bbl 10 MEHs HXOTPOHETECH.

[Mapy cekyHa [IaHMenb HampacHO XOal OTBeTa,
NOTOM MOXan IJiedyaMH M yKasajl Ha KapTHHY No3agu
Yepurn. '

— Bam HpaBuUTCS MOSl MajleHbKasl KOJUIEKUHA? —
CTIPOCHMJT OH elle pas.
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— 51 He pa3bupaloch B UCKycCTBe, — oTBeTHJa Ye-
putn. — Ho HecMOTpsi HM Ha uTO, MPUMHUTE MOM TO3-
apasjieHust. Bo BCAKOM ciiyyae, B Bompocax rpabexei
Bbl — ac, CTOyH.

— 51 cMoTplO Ha H#esio MHaye, — CMOKOMHO BO3Da-
3un Jauuens. — Ecau Obl 1 3T npousBeneHUs HcC-
KYyCCTBa He... yKpaJl, KaK Bbl Nofpa3yMeBaeTe, OHU Obl,
OYEBUOHO, yXe Mmorutaun. BoaMoxHO, UX Obl COXIJIH,
YTOGBI MOMXAPUTbh KPOJIMKA.

— O, 5 MOHMMalo, — capKacCTHYEeCKH YibIGHYach-
Yeputu. — HU3BUHHUTE, noxainyicra, 4YTo owubiach, B
Bac, JjeiTeHaHT. [1o 3Toi NMpUYMHE BB U MPOJAIU Hall
MHMp 3TUM MOHCTpaMm?

[anuens B3AoxHYN. Ha MHUHYTY ero auuo norpyc-
THeJIO, 3aTeM OH MOJiya IOBEpHYJCS M Mojolwen K
wKaguuKy psooM c Asepblo. OH BepHyJcs, OepXa B
pyKax nBa Gokaja ¢ 1IaMMmaHCKUM. Y YepHTH BO3HH-
KJIO XeJlaHWe B3SiTb OOKaJ1 M BHITUIECHYTb €My B JIMLO
colepXHMoe, HO B TOT XX€ MOMEHT OHa MOHsJa, 4TO
MMEHHO TaKoil peakuMH OH M oxwupaer. [Tomenius,
OHa B3sfla 60Kan W npuryowia LammnaHcKoe.

— llJamMnaHckoe He OTpaBjieHO, — HaCMELUIMBO
npotsHyn HaHuenb. — OTpaBUTh XOTb Karulio TaKoro
HanuTka 6b1J10 6b1 CBITOTAaTCTBOM.

YepuTH B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE YCTaBMJIaCh Ha HEro.
Yxe aBe Heoenu oHa MOCTOsitHHO AyMasia o CToyHe M
0 pa3HbIX crocobax cBepHYTh eMy lueto. Ho Teneps,
KOrja OH cTosin psaoM, YepuTu uyBcTBOBasa ceds
6ecrioMolLHOM. [I9HHe b COBEPLIEHHO HE NMOXOAUJ Ha
TOT o6pa3, KOTophlifi OHa cebe HapucoBaia. Bmecto
BEJIMKOTO THpaHa,-KakuM ero Buaeiau Ckannep, KeHr
U Jpyrve, nepen He# CTOsAJ elUEe MOJIONOW MYXYHHa C
JIMLOM pebeHKa, y3KHUMH, MOYTHU XXEHCKUMHU pyKaMu 1
rj1a3’aM¥ 3arHaHHoOro oJjieHs. OQHaKoO 3TO ObUI TOT Xe
yeJIoBeK, KOTOPhIM B ee MPUCYTCTBUM NMpuKasan Ckaa-
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OEPY YHHUYTOXHUTbL YyeThbIpecTa HU B YeM HE MOBHHHBIX
Jonei.

CTOyH CJIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO NPOMCXOAMT, U
Jan el BpeMs CIOKOWHO pacCMOTpeTh cebsl.

— JloBoNILHBI TEM, UYTO YBUAEIH? — HAaKOHeL CHpO-
CUJL OH.

— Her, — npusHanace Yeputu. — S HeMHoro...
pacrepsiHa.

Jsuuens 3acMmesuicsi, NMoOcTaBuJl Ookasl Ha CTOJN U
npucen Ha ero Kpai, 6ontas Horoi. «OH BBIMIAOMT
Ternepb Kak MaJibuMILKA, HaMNSJIMBIUMA YepHBIH KOC-
TIOM ¥ M306paxaloluuii KuHoreposi», — nopymana Ye-
PHUTH.

— A yTO BBl OXMIaNHU yBuaeTb? MoncTpa?

— Pa3Be 310 He Tak?

Ecnu Bonpoc u 3agen [IoHHeNs, TO CKpPbUI OH 3TO
MacTepckH. YiblbKa cTaja elle LIHpe.

— Heyxenu s moxox Ha yYyooBHIllEe, KaNuTaH
Jlsiipa... Yeput. Mory s HasbiBaTh Bac Mo MMeHH?

— A s MOTy BaM B 3TOM IOMellaTh?

— Enpa nu, — c ynbiOKo#t npusHasicsa [I3Huenb. —
3Haete, s paji, UTO Mbl C BaMH BOT TaK 3anpoCTO CTO-
UT OPYr MpOTHUB ApYyra.

— Ja? A g HerT.

— S cepwe3Ho, — mpomoxwi [IsHuenb. — S He -
XOTeJ1, YTOOBl Bac paHWJIH WIH YOWIH.

— Kak BenukonyuiHo, — cba3Buia Yepuru.

OHa nonbiTajllach 3aCMeSTbCA, HO HEOCTOPOXHOE
IBUXEHHEe BBI3BAIO KoJOIWYyI0 60k B rpyau. Bo pty
MOSIBUJICA CJlaKOBaThlif NMPUBKYC KpoBH. OHa ro-
MOpLUMJIaCh, HEMHOTO COTHYJIaCh M MIPHUXaJla PYKY K
Tpyau.

— Y10 ¢ BaMu, — ucnyraicsa A3Huens. — Bor pa-
HEeHBbI?

— Her, — conrana Yeputh.
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— ¥ Hac oueHb Xopouiue Bpauu. SI mpukKaxy oc-
MOTpETh Bac, KaK TOJNbKo Mbl 6ynem B Hblo-Mopke.

— Bawa 3a6oTta TporaeTr MeHs IO cjie3, — OFpbI3-
Hynacb Yepurtwu.

— IMloueMy BBl 3nMTech? — crnipocus [J3HuUenb U,
He obpallass BHUMaHUS Ha ee MOMbITKY OTBETHTb, Npo-
posmxun: — OT4yacTH BMHOBaT M s. 1 He NOMXeH OblI
OCTaB/IsAITb Bac onHY B GyHKepe. MoxeT ObiTb, Bce Gbl
BBILLUJIO MO-ApYyromMy, paséyau s Bac.

— KoHeuHo, — Beceno cornacunach Yeputu. —
6bl croMasia BaM LUEIO, MPEeXAe YeM Bbl MO3BUIM ITHX
MOHCTpOB.

H3HHeNb B3MOXHYI.

— MHe noHsATeH Ball THeB. Bbl JOMXHbI Mpe3u-
paTh MeHs. BO3MOXHO, s 4yBCTBOBaJ1 Obl TO X€ camMoe
Ha BalleM MecTe. Brul nmpoceinaerecs, BUANTE CBOW MUD
B pa3sBaJIMHaX W 3auyuciisgeTe MeHs1 B npenateau. [1os-
TOpsilO, 1 MOHHMalo Bac. Ho nmonpo®yiite MOHATh U
MEHS.

— Yt10? — YepHTH yOUBIEHHO MOCMOTpE/a Ha HEro.

— Haiite MHe waHc, YepUTH, — cepbe3HO cKasal
Hanuensb. — U cebe Toxe. IToBepbTe, Koraa s Bbl-
‘lIeJT U3 OTCeKa, TpPY roja Hasal, s 4YyBCTBOBaJ TO Xe€,
uyTo U Bbl. S| o6e3ymen OT 30CTH. SI MHOTHMX M3 HHX
yOu, MoKa MeHsI He CXBaTHJIM.

— Bot kak! —-cka3ana Yeputu. — A norom? Be-
JIMKuit 6or MopoHa Bo3sBaJs K-Balueil COBECTH -U ybe-
AW B TOM, YTO OHH XEJaloT HaM aobpa?

— OH ybennn MeHs B TOM, YTO Apyroro Bbibopa
HeT, — orBeTHN [3HMenb. — CONpOTUBAATLCA HeEMNo-
6eaMMOMy Bpary rayno, a ropaoctb 6e3 -ocHOBaHHS
HHOrAa NMPHBOAMT K CMepTH. B 3TOM MuHpe He octa-
JIOCb HHUYero, 3a 4to ctowio 6bl GopoThes.

— I'nans Ha Bac, HETPYAHO NMOBEPUTH BO BCE 3TO, —
ckasana Yeputu.
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— Mbub1 npourpanu, YeputH, — CNOKOAHO NMPOROI-
xui JaHuenb. — MHe 3TO NpUUUHSET Takylo Xe 6ok,
KaKk ¥ BaM. YepT nmobepu! Mbl 6bIIM cosaaTaMu OA-
HOt apMmum! SI ropawics HalWIUM OpYyXHeM, HalUUMH
TeXHUYECKMMU JOCTHUXEHHUSIMU U MOILLBIO U CYUTAN Hac
HenoGeaumbiMu. Ho MbI noGexneHbl U HaBceraa. Mbl
He MoXxeM GopoTbcs npoTuB MopoHa! Hukro ‘He Mo-
xeTt!

— Tlo kpaitHeit Mepe, s nbITaNach.

— Ja, — otBeTun [J3HUeNb Ha rpaHH rHeBa. — Bl
YyOWIM OIMH WJIM Ba JeCATKAa HaCEKOMbIX U Mapy MOMX
wnuoHoB. M uero crouna Bama nobema? CKONbKO
nogeit noru6no ¢ Tex nop, kak Yepurtu Jlakpn npu-
6bi1a M3 MpOLLIOro M Hayana ocBo6oxaate ux? [iBec-
t? Tpucra? Tricsaya? S Mory BbI3BaTb MUJUIMOH BO-
WHOB, ecnM 3axouyy! A ecau noHajpoOUTCA — CTO
mwuinoHoB! Unu munnuapa!

— XBatuT! — KpHKHYyna Yeputu.

H3Huens 3acMesisics.

— TloueMy? Bam He HpaBsaTCS MOHM cjioBa? MHe
TOXe — HO 3TO npaBga. Mbl pa36utel. HHuTO He Mo-
xet crnactu 3emno. YepT nobepn, BCcnoMHHUTE! DTO
Xe CIyYWIoch Nnpu Bac. Bbl mepexwiu 3TH BOHHBI.
Torma Hac 6bIIO 1IECTh MMWINHApAOB. Y Hac ObUTH
apMHUH, GJIOThl, KOCMUYECKHE KOpabyiv, aTOMHEIE 60M-
6b1. Hac mpocTo moctaBUJIM Ha KOJIEGHH M CHOBa 3TO
CHENaloT, €CIM Mbl CTAHEM COIPOTHBJIATHCS.

OH cHoBa nogHsn 60Kaji, MHUHYTY BepTel €ro B
pyxax, pasmisiabiBasi MIDY JIydyed cBeTa.

— 3a mnocieagHWe TpY rofia § MHOIOMY HayuMJics,
YeputH, — ckasan oH. — Ham Mup nuwb oauH u3
ThiCAY, MOXET ObITh, MWIJIHOHOB. BpaThsl Mo pasymy,
K COXaJIEHMIO, OKa3ajJMCb HE MYIPBIMH CTapUYKaMH,
a yynosuiiaMu. OHH 3aBOeBaNM GONBUIYIO YaCTh ra-
JIAKTUKH M 3aBOIOIOT oCcTaIbHYI0. HHuTO MX He ocTta-
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HoBUT, — [I3HUWeNb CHOBa B3lOXHYJ. — U s He 3Halo,
C Kako# UeSbI0 OHU 3TO JAENalOT.

YepHUTH C yaMBJIEHWEM MOCMOTpENla Ha HEro.

— 51 AeNCTBUTENBHO He 3Halo, — NOoGaBWJI OH, 3a-
METHB €e COMHEHHe.

" — A BBl HHKOI[a He cripauinBanu?

— $1 HUKoOrAa He BCTpeyan TOro, KOMy MOXHO 6bL10
6b1 3amaTh Takoi Bonpoc, — orBeTua CtoyH. — S naxe
He 3Halo, KTO TaKWe OHM B JeHCTBUTENIbHOCTH. [ly-
Malo, OIMH WMJIM HECKONBKO HaxoasiTcsi B Kopabie Ha
CeBepHOM TIOJIIOCE, U €CJIM TaK, TO OHU HHUKOTAA He
NMOKUAAIOT CBOlO 6a3y.

— 3TO BCe HEMHOTIO YMpOllaeT, He Tak JIn? — cnpo-.
cuna Yeputn.

— 'MoxeTt 6biTb, — CTOYH CHOBa NMOCTaBUJ GoKa
M nocMoTpesi Ha Hee. — Ho BBl HOMXKHBI 3HATh KoOe-
yTO elle.

— Y10 uMeHHO?

— Bbl ¥ BaliM ApYy3bs HE MepBble, KTO TMbITaJICS
6opoTbcs npoTuB MopoHa. IlocTosiHHO 'KTO-TO npo-
nomxaet nonbiTkh. OHM He 6eccMepTHH. Hanporus,
yeM JOJiblle s Ha HUX paboTalo, TeM Gonblue ybexna-
10Ch, YTO UX TEXHHKa eBa JIK TIpeBOCXOAMUT Hauly.- OHU
nobeXxnalT KOoJHU4YecTBOM. YO6eilTe omHOro, 3aBTpa
TIpUAYT COTHU HOBBHIX. HecMoTps Ha 3TO, MX yXe mno-
6exnany.

—Kr0?

— Pa3sHble Hapoasl. UHOrOa XuTensm nnaHer yaa-
BaJIOCh MpOrHaTh 3aBoeBateneil. He yacto, HO Bce xe.
DTOT Kap/MK, KOTOPBIi BMECTe C BaMH...

— TI'ypk?

I3Huenb ynbiGHyCA.

— Ero Tax 30Byr? Ero nnanera obnapana nocra-
"TOYHO BBICOKOPA3BUTOM TEXHMKO, YTOOBI MOKOHYHTD
¢ 3apoeBaTeiaMH. OHM yO6uBanu BOMHOB ¢ MopoHa
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ObicTpee, ‘ueM Te ycrneBaJlM npuObLIBaTh 4Yepe3 TpaH-
CMUTTep.

— U uto xe?

CTOyH HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi MoJjdal.

— [MTomuute Anbda-9? Ee oTkpblIM 3a rog no no-
fIBJIEHUs 3BE3HOr0 Kopabs.

YepuTH KHUBHYAA.

— OTa 3Be3na Obula CONHLEM UX MUpa. Bor cyth
TaKTUKH MOpOHa: OHM YHHUUTOXAIOT TO, YTO HE MOIYT
3axBaTUTb. Korna 3aBoeBartesieil MporHaiu, Te, MOHAB,
YTO HE CMOIYT BEPHYTb cebe IMIaHETy, B3OpBaIM 3BE3-
ny. F'ypk — OOMH M3 OCTaBLUMXCS B XHBBIX XHUTejeH
3TOM naaHeTsl. MoxXeT 6GbITh, BOOOIUE MOCAEAHHIA.

— 51... 51 He BeplO HU OZHOMY BallileMy CJOBY. —
ckasaia YepuTH, MOTpsSICEHHAsl ero pacCKa3oM.

— Torga cnpocute ere caMu, — oTBeTv [I3Huens. —
OH nonaTBepaWUT MOM cjioBa. Bl He mobeaute 3THX 4dy-
[OBMIL. MOXHO JIMLIb MOOYMHHUTBCS M XHUTh Aajibllie —
Wik 60pOTbCA YU HEMHUHYEMO MOTMOHYTb.

— Toraa s nyuwe ympy, — ckasana Yeputu, Ho
c/oBa €e Mpo3By4yaJM He OovYeHb yOeauTeabHo, U [3-
HHENb NaXe He OTpearMpoBajl Ha HUX.

OH BcTai.

— S xoten, yTOObI Bbl BCE 3HAIM, TIPEXIE UEM Mbl
TNPONIOMIXHMM pa3roBop. BoaMOXxHO, 3To y6epexeT Bac OT
owunbku, — d3HHenp NMpoAoiXal Ha3uAaTeJbHBIM TO-
HOM. — 3Haete, YepHuTH, 51 AOMycKalo, 4YTO BaM YAQIOCh
6b1 no6eautb. Ho 3TMM OBl BbI NOTYGHIM BeCh MUP.

— OH Tak WiIM MHaye nory6bHer! — OHa B rHeBe
yKasajla Ha OJHO M3 OTPOMHBIX OKOH. — Bwl — crne-
neu, CroyH! [TocmMoTpuTe B OKHO. BTO He Ta 3eMis.
OHa usMeHunacoh. Yepes CTO WU ABECTH JIET 3[eCh HE
OCTaHeTCA HH -OOHOro 4YejioBeka!

— Bo3MoxHo, — otBetun Oanuens. — Ho eue
€CTb CTO WIM ABECTH JIET.
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— Bbl BepuTe B 3T0? — NMOTPSCEHHO cnpocuaa Ye-
put. — IMoHumalo. Bam kaxercsi, 6yaTo Bbl rnomora-
eTe JIIOASM TeM, 4YTO Aenaerte? _

— 51 3Hai0, — cnNOKOMHHO oTBeTH N [I3HHeNb, — 3HaIO,
YyTO He Mory uMx crnactd. Ho s nomory yxe TeM, uto.
laM XW3Hb ellle HECKOJIbKUM NOKoJieHUsIM. BeposT-
HO, 3TO JIMLUb MOMOLUbL YMHUpawoleMy. Ho Bce xe nyy-
we, 4yeM HHYero.

— BBl OKOHYaTENIBHO COLUJM C yMa, — 3aKOHYHIa
YepuTH.

— IMopymaitte 0 Moux cnosax, Yeputn, — nonpo-
cun CtoyH. — Sl nam BaMm Bpemsi. A Tenepb noiaemre.

OH caejajn npUriallalolMi XecT, yKkasas Ha ABepb,
HO YepHTH He ABMHYJachb C MecTa.

— Kyna Bbl Benetre MeHs?

- B Hblo-P'lopK. 3mech Henoaxoaslilee MECTO, YTO-
661 criokoiHO GecenoBaThb.

— A ocTtanbHbie?

— Ckapnep u neBywka? — [3HUennb caenan BHA,
YTO pa3sgyMbiBaeT. — Sl obelularo, ¢ HUMM Xopoluo 6y-
oyt obpaiiatbesi. OHM MOTYT Hac COMpPOBOXAaTb, HO
MpU OJHOM YCJIOBMH.

—" Kakom?

— Y10 BHI nMogyMaeTe O HalleM pa3roBope, Yepu-
TH. Haitnute Bpemsi. IToroeopute co CkaanepoM M
l'ypxomM M mogymailTe 0 TOM, CTOMT JIM XXEPTBOBaTh
LIeJIbIM MUPOM B yTOAY .BOCTIOMHWHAHHUSIM O MOrub6uuei
T1aHeTe.



IJTIABA 14

Cnen 6b11 HE Oo4YeHb YeTKUM. 3a mocJjieAHHE MOJ-
yaca B 1JII03€ NMOOBLIBAJIO NMOJICOTHH JIIOAEH U Haceko-
Mbix. Kpome Toro, Kaitny crouno 6osiplioro tpyaa
BECTH TMOMCK B MH(MPaKpaCHOM [QHana3oOHe CBETa.
O6bLIYHO OH BHAEJN BCE OUEHb YETKO, CJIOBHO KTO-TO
pHcoBas Mo nonay ceeTsuleiica Kpackoit. Ho Teneps
3T0 TpeGoBaso orpoMHbIX YCUNHit. U Bce XXe OH 3Hal,
Kyla HanpaBwiachb KanutaH Jlsitpa. Ee uens — TpaH-
cMuTTep B GosiblioM 3ane Lllait-TaaHa, equHCTBEHHOE
MecTo, OTKyaa Bena gopora B Helo-HMopk.

Kaiiny HeunsBecTHa okoHuaTenbHas uenb JIadpa.
JlonxHo ObITb, OH 3HaJ 3TO paHblue, HO 33abpul. OH
MOMHMJ JIMWLUb, YTO HYXHO HACTHYb ee, NOHMaTb H
npuBecTH K J3HHENO, MOTOMY YTO... TATAMY YTq...
Kaitn He Mor BCNOMHUTb. 31O GoJIbllie HE UTPAJIO POJIH.

[Mepen HKMM GbuTa y3Kas JieCTHHMLA, Belyllas BHMS3.
CryneHbKY M3 XeJjie3a, HayaBllUero pXaseThb ellle ABaj-
LaTh JIeT Ha3af, cjaboe ocBellleHHe. Bce, yTo BHU3Y,
OCTaBaJIOCh BO MpakKe [axe [JIg ocTporo 3peHus Kait-
Ja. OH NMPUKHHYJ, YTO TIOHANOOGUTCA He MEHbLUue ae-
CATM MMHYT, YTOOHl MpPEONOJNETb 3TY TECHYIO JIECTHH-
hy, maxe ecnu 6exarthb .6eroM. PaGoranu nudTte, HO
Kaitn MHCTHHKTHMBHO 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO JIy4llle MU He
nons3osarbcsi. OH' HE BCTPETHJI HU OJHOTO XHBOIO
CYWLECTBa, C TeX IMOP KaK MOKHHYJ LUMI03. '

Kaiin nerko 6exat, nepenpeiruBas yepe3 TpH CTY-
neHbkH. OT ero LIaroB pasHOCHUJIOCH TYJIKOE pacKa-.
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THCcTOe 3Xx0. EMy monago6wioch Gonblie AeCATH Lua-
ros, 4ToObl AOCTHYL KOHLIa NecTHUUbBI. JBaxabl ero
MOKHOAMHU CHJIbI, OH OCTAHABJMBAICH M XIa, NOKa
OellieHO cTyyaBlliee cepalie HEMHOrO YCIIOKOMTCS U MUP
nepecTaHeT KpPYXWTbCS MNepea rnasamu. 1o cux mop
HEU3BECTHOE €My YYBCTBO CJ1abOCTH pacnpoCTpaHHIOCh
Mo BceMy Tejly, NOAKPAJIOCh UCKYILUEHHE MPOCTO Onyc-
TUTbCSI Ha METaJUT CTYNEeHeK M 3aKpbiThb rnasa. Ho oH
3HaJ1, YTO €CJIM YCTYINHUT €My, TO HUKOIZa yXe He Moi-
HuMetcs. Kaiin 6bin yBepeH, uto ymper. Ho 3T0 He
Urpajlo HUKaKoi posn. OH BLIMOJHUT 3afjaHHe, a YTo
NPOU30HAET MOTOM, BCE PaBHO.

HakoHel, OoH moGpajcsi 1O KOHLa JIECTHUUbI U
oKasajics B 3ajie C Kynosoo6pa3sHbiM BHICOKUM MOTOJI-
KOM ¥ MHOrOYMCJeHHbIMH ABepbMM. Kaiin ocTtaHo-
Bwica. OH Hukorna He Obn B Lllait-TaaHe u He 3Han,
Ky#a MOIJIM BeCTH Bce 3TH Kopuaopbl. UTobbl uccie-
OBaTb MX, Y HEro He ObUIO HM CWJI,. HU BPEMEHH.
Ecnn kanutaH Jlaiipa cunoit pacuuiuaer cebe nyTh,
TO OHa cKopo nobepercst A0 TpaHcMUTTepa. M Torna
OynyT ellle NATLAECAT ThICAY CTaHUWM, rae emy npH-
JeTCsl UCKaTb €€ — OJHOMY B 3TOM MHpE...

Kaitn HaobyM wiarHyn B OOWH U3 KOPHIOPOB U
3aMep. Bnepeau mociabluaiuch 1larM, HesiCHOE XXYX-
XaHWe roJIocOB W TBepaoe MolulenbiBaHUE HOr Hace-
Kombix. TIpubGnuxancs cnyra. He 3agymbiBasich, Kaiin
MHCTMHKTMBHO 1LUArHYJl B CTOPOHY M 3aHSJ TaKylo
MO3ULIMIO, YTOOBl YBUAETb MypaBbsl UyTh paHblle, YeM
OH ero.

310 6bU1 BOWH — Kaitn y3Han pasjuyus, KOTOPBIX
OOBIYHEIA YesoBEK MOT U He 3aMEeTHUTb: IJla3a. HaceKo-
MOrO YyTb yBEJMYEHbl MU CJierKka MepLaJM KpacCHBIM
CBETOM, 'KPOME TOro, OHO ObLIO BhHILLIE POCTOM, ueM
CHyTH.
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Mypageii BbICTpenJ cpa3y Xe, KaK TOJIBKO 3aMe-
an Kaitna.

ToHKHIt sipKO-6enblit Jyy mpouies Ha BOJIOCOK OT
TOJIOBBI M pacKanui cTeHy no3anu Kaitna. OH cpearu-
poBal MTHOBEHHO, NpeXIe YeM CO3HaHHWe BOCHPHHS-
JIO OMaCHOCTb, MHCTHHKTBI U rogaMHM HaTpEeHWPOBaH-
Hble pediekchbl fanu npuka3s teay. Kaiin u He-nibitaics
BHITALUUTL OPYXHE, a CTPEMUTENIbHO Opocuiici Ha
MypaBbsi M yIapui ero pebpom JIagoHH MO €AMHCTBEH-
HOMY ySI3BUMOMY MECTY — TOHKOMY COEIMHEHHIO BEp-
XHEH M HHUXHeN yacTteit Tesa. BouH uM3gan pe3kui
CBUCT, KauHYJICS1 B CTOPOHY M ynai. KoHeyHocTH eLue
Zepraqucb, Ho Kaiin 3Haj, yTO OH MepTB.

Kaitn BuiTalw(Ma ABa U3 4eTeipex GacTepoB H3-3a
nosica- MypaBbsi, OTOPOCHJI CBOi1, MOYTH Gecrione3Hblit,
¥ BHUMATEJIbHO ornsaesncs. Bpsaa M BOMH BBICTPENIH
B Hero ciyvaiHo. Ecny Bo3HMKIIA cXBaTka MEXIy naTt-
pyasMu ¥ JIsiipa, To MypaBbM CTpENsUIM BO Bce, 4TO
HarmoMMHaNo 4YejioBeKa. Ho ecthb M npyroe o6bsicHe-
HHUe, Oosee ybenuTeabHOE: eC/IM MOBPEXAEHHBIA KOoc-
TIOM-XaMeJIEOH MepecTal NMochbUIaTh. UMITYJIBLCHI, TO OH
6bL1 YYXKaKOM M €ro XIOaJT TaKOM Xe mnpueM, kak JIsiipa
U OCTaNbHBIX. ]

Kaitn ocTtopoxHo naBHMHYyAcA Hansure. Kopuaop
3aKaHYMBAICS MOJIYOTKPHITON ABEPBIO. YMEJO MOjb-
3yACb TEHbIO KaK TMpUKphITHEM, Kaiin nogkpaics k
IBEDU W 3arTIsiHYA B npoeM. [lepes HUM pacKHHYJICA
OTPOMHBIH, TOYTH MYCTOW KPYMIbIHA 3aJ, B KOTOPOM
Haxo4MJIOCh OKOJIO HAIOXHHBI CNYT: NMSATh BOMHOB, OC-
TalbHbIE — paGOTHHUKH, MpaBla, HE BOOPYXEHHLIE,
HO efiBa Iy MeHee onacHble. Hukakux cienoB 6opb-
6bl. Kaiinm B3BecHJ BO3MOXHOCTb Toro, uto JIaipn
yXe CXBaTWJIH M OTGpocua 3ToT BapuaHT. Hananenue
HaceKoMoro-BoMHa ropopuiio o6 obpatHoM. OH ce-
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KYHLYy TIOMEMJIWI, MOTOM 3acyHyn OOWH ©Gnacrtep 3a
nosic, a. Apyroi crnpsTtag B pyke. Kain He cnewia
BOllieJl B 3aJ1 M MOJHSAJ BBepX NeBylo pyKy. OnHoBpe-
MeHHo Kain npou3Hec Ha s3blKe CJIyr CjOBa, Aalo-
LMe MOHATb, YTO OH MEra-BOMH U NPHUHAMIEXHUT K
noseyieBatolieil kacre. 1 B TOoT e MOMEHT MOHAN,
YTO COBEPLUHJ OWIUOKY.

PaGoTHHMKH 3aCThlJIM, HO NsITb BOMHOB CXBaTHJIHCh
3a OpYXHE€ M OTKPbUIM OTOHb.

Kaitn yBepHy/lcs OT mepBbIX Jla3epHLIX Jyuei,
BLITALLMJI CBOW 6s:acTep M BBICTPEIMIL.



ITIABA 15

B nexkotopom cmbicie usHytpu lllait-Taan noxo-
IMN Ha 3Be3OHblH Kopabib, NMPU3EeMJIMBLUKIHCSA Ha ce-
BEpHOM TOJIIOCE: FTMIAaHTCKOE MOJIYMyCTOe COOPYXEHHE.

3an, B KoTopblit [I2Huens npuBen YepuTH, oka-
3ajicsi IOBOJILHO NMPOCTOPHLIM. B LIeHTpe Bo3BbILIANACh
MacCMBHas Kpyrias rnnaatdopma, K KOTOpOii BeJIK pXa-
Bble CTYMEHHW, BOONb BCeil CTEHbl TAHYJACh y3Kas ra-
nepest — BOT M Bce. OKOJIO AECATKA TSAXEJIOBOOPYXKEH-
HBIX MypaBbeB OOGpa3oBajli XHBOH KODAOH BOKpYr
nnatpopMbl.

— BbI pa3zoyapoBaHbl? — crpocun [I3Huenb.

— A 4eM s OonxHa ObiTb pa3oyapoBaHa? — paB-
HOOYLIHO oOTO3Bajach YepHuTu.

JaHuenb Moxan MjaeyaMH U TMOoA03Ball XECTOM OfI-
HOTO ‘U3 COINPOBOXIAIOLIUX.

— $1 He 3Hal0, YTO Bbl OXHOAJIH YBHACTb.

— Hwuyero; — orpesana Yeputu. — 'ne Ckanaep u
OCTaJIbHBIE?

— Hx ceituac npusenyT, — noxoxe, caM [aHuenn
6bu1 pasovyapoBaH peakuueit Yeputu. — K’ToH yxe
nowen 3a HUMU. S nepXy cBoe CJIOBO.

HekoTopoe Bpemst JIaHHeNp HapacHO XAaJT €€ OT-
BeTa, MOTOM CHOBA MOXaJI [UIe4aMH H yKa3al Ha Kpyr-
Jlo€ YCTPOHCTBO NOCpeny 3aja.

— Ceituyac BBl NepexHBeTe HEYTO HeobbIYHoe, Ye-
puti. — OH ¢ TPYAOM caepXHuBal ropaoctb. — Tam —
nopora B Hulo-Hopk.
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YepuTH pasrnsigena y3koe cepebpucroe KoabLuo U3
MeTajiia, BUceBulee Han muardopmoii. Tlonblit Kpyr
MeTaJlla C COTHEH OTBEpCTUM, 3a KOTOPbIMM BHAHE-
Jlachb CTeHa 3ajla, eiBa OLUyTMMO BUOpHpOBa.

— TpaHcmurrep? -

Dauuvens KuBHya. Ero rrasza 3abnecrenwu.

— Ja. 3aBopaxuBalollee 3penuiue. S yacto nonb-
3y10Cb TPAaHCMMTTEPOM, HO. BCAKMI pa3 3TO Bo30yxna-
eT. OOUH eNVHCTBEHHbI — IlIar ¥ BBl OKaXeTecb 3a
THICAYY MWIb OTCIOAA WJIH 32 MWUIMOH CBETOBBIX JIET —
KakK BaM yroaso!

— MasioBar war mIs MyX4HHBI, 0a? — CbA3BUIa
Yepuru.

— Ho Gonbwoit mns venoseyectBa. [a, ecau xo-
THTE.

— Hapeloch, ogHaX bl BBl CBEpHETe cebe NMpU 3TOM -
e, — ApyXxeniobHo 3ametuna Yeputu. — [lis yeno-
BEYeCTBa 3TO OyneT BOMCTHHY BEJNIMKHI NEHb.

[aHuenb paccmesuics.

— Kaxercsi, MHe npuuercs goaro ybexnaTb Bac.

— KoHeuno, — moob6ewana Yeputn. — Jonsblue,
yeM BHl npeanonaraete, CTOyH.

J3Huenb HaTAHYTO YAbLIOHYJICS M nojollen K Of-
HOMY M3 BOHMHOB, O0pa3ylolIMX KOpPAOH BOKpYI rjaT-
¢dopmbl. OOMeHABIINCh C HUM Napoi cnoB, [aHuens
BepHyJics. OH ObuT yeM-TO 03aboyeH.

— Cepantech? — crnpocusia Yeputu.

— Her. Ilpocto npuaercs mogoxnath. TpaHCMUT-
Tep yXe€ HacTpoeH Ha apyroe. [loHanoGuTCs Bpewms,
4TO6bl MEepenporpaMMHUpOBaTh €ro.

YepuTH cHOBa NMOCMOTpejla Ha OrpoMHOe, naps-
lee B Bo3ayxe Kojblo. To, uyTo oHa BHAena, 6buIO,
BO3MOXHO, OAHMM M3 camblXx (PaHTaCTHUUECKHUX IO-
CTHXEHHI, NMPOAYKTOM TEXHUKH, OrNepexKaBllei 3eM-
HYIO, Ia U TeXHUKY MopoOHa TOoXe, Ha ThiCsAYy JeT.

190



3a HEKOTOpbIM MCKJIIOYEHHEM, HUYTO M3 TOro, 4TO
OHa BujeJla, He MO0 ObITh U3rOoTOBJNIEHO Ha 3eMie,
BKJIIOYasg ¢ 3Be3AHblIit Kopabnb. «Her, — noaymana
0HAa, — YTO-TO HE€ CXOMMTCS BO BCEW ITOH MCTOPHHM C
MopoHoM M ero 6e3rpaHWYHOM BJACTbIO Haj rajak-
THKOM»,

— B "3BecTHOM CMbic/e 30€ech ecTb NOJis Ballei
BMHbI, — npoaosxun [aHuens. — S -He pacCUMThIBaI
TaK OLICTPO CNpPaBUTHLCSI C BaMH.

— OvyeHb Xanb. B crnemyioiuit pa3 3Toro He Mos-
TOPMTCHI.

— KoHeuyHo, — paccepawicsi [I3nnenb. — Bmpo-
yeM, Bce K nyulueMy. Ceityac BbI CTaHeTe CBHAETENEM
He3abbiBaeMoro 3penuiua. [TocMotpute Tyaa.

B cTeHe oTkpbulach MacCHBHasi TpeyrojibHas ABepb.
Spkuit conHeyHBbI CBET XJIbIHYJI B 3aj, ocienuB Ye-
putH. OHa C TpPYAOM pa3rjisfena pa3MbITbieé YepHbIE
TeHW, NJIMHHOM 4epenoil BXoAasiiue BHYTpb. Paspaics
3ByK, 3aCTaBUBLUMI €€ B3ApOTHYTb. THUXHUH IUlay Ma-
JIEHbKOTO pebeHKa.

— Kro 3710?..

— Xpwuusi-lait. Oun npuxomat, 4tobel AOCTa-
BUTh M30paHHBIX. U, noxanyiicta, YeputH, THiue. 310
CBAIlLlEHHAs LiepeMOHUsA. He Melaitite uM.

— CesueHHas? — Bo3myTuiach Yeputu. — OHH
oTOMpaloT neTed y poouTesiel, ¥ Bbl Ha3biBaeTe 3TO
CBALLEHHONEHCTBHEM?

— Tak W ecTb, — cepbe3HO oTBeTWI [3HMWenb. —
[MoBepbTe MHe, GOJNBLWIMHCTBY JeTed YroroBaHa Jyu-
masi XW3Hb, YeM Ha 3TOH IUIaHeTe. A Ternepb, MoXa-
JIyCTa, TULUE.

BopoTa MeIeHHO 3aKpbiUCh, H YepuTH pasrnsi--
Jiesia MojicoTHU (pUryp B 30JI0THIX M CePEOPSAHBIX OfeX-
lax, NpuGaMXaoWMXCAd K TpaHCcMUTTepy. OnHa u3
XpHL AepXajla B pyKax TakKue Xe- 30JJOTUCThIE XKEe3Jbl,
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KOTOpble OHM B3fJIM W3 KBapTUPbl AHXEIHUKH, — H
Kaxaas Hecjia MjafeHla.

LllecTBre XpHl NMpoaABHTaNoch MemieHHO. OHU He
MPOLIN M MONOBUHBI MyTH, KakK nBepb mo3aau Yepu-
T¥ ¥ J1aHMens otkpeulach, U Bowan Ckannep, Hat "
A6H IOnb 'ypk B OKpyXeHUM HeOOonblIO# rpynnsl BO-
HHOB.

— Bor u Bawu apy3bs. Kak BuauTe, s1 nepxy cBoe
CJIOBO.

— [a, BaM JEeACTBUTEIBHO MOXHO BEPHUTD.

HdaHuens He oTBeTHI. C Cepbe3HBbIM JIMLIOM OH T10-
Joles K BOMHaAM W NpHKa3aJl OTNYCTUTb MJIEHHBIX.
Ckagnep ¥ HaT nomouuiv k Yeputu, a ['ypk 3acTbun
Ha MecTe, yCTaBMBLUMCh Ha JI3HMENs C TaKuUM Mpe3pe-
HMeM, Kakoro YepuTH oT Hero He oxupana. OyeBua-
HO, MHOTOro OHHU eue He 3Hanu o ypke. [lo cux nop
Kap/MK Kasajcs eif XecToKMM kiioyHoMm. Tenepb Bce
H3MeHuNocb. MoxeT 6biTh, 34€Ch U HaWOeTCs KoY K
3aragke.

I'ypk, cioBHO MouyBcTBOBaB B3rnsan Yepurtu, Men-
JIeHHO noBepHyJicsi. Ha MrHoseHHe B ryiasax KapJivMka
NPOMEJILKHYJIO HEYTO, 3aCTaBMBLUEE €€ B3APOTHYTH:
6eckoHeuHOe NpeBHee 3HaHMe, ITOKOH M NpeBOCXOn-
CTBO CYLECTBa, MPOXHBLIETO HECKOJBKO THICSTHENETHA.
Ho xoraa I'ypk otsen masa, nepea Yeputu crosisi Bce
TOT Xe yxMbuisifoluiics kKapauk. Owubku ObITb HE
morno. I'ypk BuimaBan cebs 3a apyroro.

— YTto 30€Ch MPOUCXOAUT? — MpepBaj X0 €€ MbIC-
neit Ckanaep.

— Ioxanyiicra, THIue, — cKasaa [3Huenb.

- Ckammep OTBETHJI JIEASIHBIM B3INISI0OM, HO Yeputu
6LICTPO BMELIAIACh, .[IOHU3UB TOJIOC:

— He wymure. D10 IllaiiT-uepeMonmns. HyxHo
HEMHOTO MOAOXAATh.

— OHH oTnpaBadioT Aereit? — cnpocuna Har, yka-
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3piBasi HA MPUGIUXAIOLIMXCS K MOAUYMY XpHLL. — BTO
U eCTb OJIMH M3... NEpeJaTUINKOB, O KOTOPHIX Thbl TOBO-
puna?

Yeputu kKuBHYJA. -

— BoT uTo OHM coOGupanuchk caenatb ¢ pebeHKOM
Jiunumn, — ckaszana HaT. — 51 noyTtH Mory ee MOHATH.

— TMoHATh ee HeTpPyOHO, — THUXO go6asuna Ye-
PUTH.

HaT B 3aMeluaTeibCTBE MOCMOTpena Ha YepuTw,
HO HHMYero He oTBeTWIa. YepHUTH TOoXe NpoMonyaia,
CKOHLIEHTPUPOBaB BHMMaHHME Ha MpPOHMCXOoAslIEM B
3ane.

IllecTBre mnpubanusunock K naatdopMe H OcTa-
HoBUJNOCb. TONBLKO OfHA BBICOKasi, ofeTas B 30JI0TO
XpHLa Npoao/iKuna ABuxeHue. OHa Obula €eAMHCTBEH-
HOi1, KTO He Hec pebGeHKa. MeUIeHHbBIMU pa3MepeH-
HbBIMM lllaraMM OHa mnojouia K rjaatdopMe U Ha
HEKOTOpOE BpeMs 3acCThbila Yy MOAHOXMS * IECTHHLBI.
3aTeM MoAHsMIach MO XeJe3HbIM CTYMEHSM M NpH-
6au3unach K TpaHCMUTTEpY. MeieHHO MoAHsAIa Xe3n
W BCTaBWJIa €ro B OQHO M3 MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX OTBEp-
CTU¥ cepebpsiHoro Konsla. Paspganca pe3kuit meTan-
JIMYEeCKHUIl 3BYK.

XKpuua oTcTynuia Hasal, M B TOT XX€ MOMEHT
MOMEHT BO3IyX BHYTPH METAUIHYECKOTro KoJjblua Ie-
pectas BUOpyupoBaTh. CIOBHO U3 HUOTKYJa MOSIBWIKCH
SIpKMe KpackKH, 3ab6JIMCTalM MOJIHMM M 06pa3oBajiUcCh
MATKHE, MTONoOHbIe 061akaM (GOpMBbl, KOTOPEIE HCYe3-
M TaxK Xe BHE3anHo, KaKk M MOSBHIIUCH, IOCJE Yero
KOJIbLIO HarOJIHUIOCh NYJIbCHpYIOILEl YEPHOTOM.

Har ynueneHHo axHyna, Ckajnep cierka B3apor-
Hya. JIviub oguH T'ypK HMKaK He OTpearMpoBal.

— Yro... 310? — npowenTtana Har.

YepuTn npomMonyana, a JIsHMeNb TMXO CKa3ai:

— JiBepb B Apyroi Mup, AMTA Moe. OIMH U3 MHO-
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rouHCAeHHBIX MMPOB, KOTOPbIif OTKPOETCA ‘BaM, eciu
Bbl Oyaere Giaropa3syMHBbI.

B Ty Xe CeKyHAy 4acTb CTeHbl, Y KOTOpOil OHH
cTosau, B3opBanach. YepuTH ycibiluana TPOMKHIA,
HEMMOBEPHO BBICOKHMI CBMCT, M Gefo-roayboe mniams
OXBaTHJIO IBEPHOi TIPOEM.

B3pbiBHas BosiHa c6una Ux ¢ Hor. CBepxy OOXIEM
NOCBIMAJMCh pacKajleHHbIE OGJIOMKH M MCKpbI Mjiame-
Hi. UepuTH ynana U oTKaTHAach B CTOPOHY, MHCTHH-
KTMBHO NPHUKPbLIB rojloBy pykamMu. Bcs cTeHa npeBpa-
TUNachb B 3aHaBec spKo-6esoro orHs. OObBATHINA
MjaMcHeM BOWH-MypaBeil NnMpomyajncss MHMO.

M notowm...

YepuTH HUKOrAa He 3abyneTr To, YTO yBHIENA.

U3-3a cTeHbl MJIaMeHU MOSIBUJICSI YeJIOBEK, MOXO-
XUM Ha AeMOHa, KpHualllee LUaTalolieecs CyILecTBoO,
BCe €llle XMBOE M [BMralollleecss BOIMPEKH JIOTHKE.
Apko-6enble CMEPTOHOCHBIE MOJTHUM OUIMN U3 €ro pyk.
YacTb ofeXAsl ¥ BOJOCH Tropenu, no obyriuBlIEMYCS
Teny npoOerajii OrHbKMU TUJIaMEHHU.

OavH U3 BOMHOB BbICTpenui. YepuTH siCHO Bune-
Jla, KaK Jiyd MPOH3WJI JIeBOe TUIeHO YeloBeKa, HO OH
oaxe He MOKAyHYJICA, a YNpsAMO [POAOJIXan ABMXKe-
HHe, YOUB MypaBbsi BbICTpeNOM M3 Oyacrepa.

3an npeBpaTHJics B an, Ojgellylinit MOJIHMUSMH.
Cpenu XpHll Havyajnachb NMaHWKa. [3HUenb mpopblyan
. KaKo#M-TO MpHKa3s, U MOJII0OXWHBI MypaBbeB OAHOBpE-
MEHHO OTKpBINIKW OroHb. IlocT BOKpyr niaTdopmsl
TPpaHCMHUTTEpPa ‘PacCpeiOTOYMIICS, U BCE BOMUHBI 6po-
CHJIUCb Ha MOAMOTY.

Yeput oTnonzna HEMHOro B CTOPOHY W C TPYIOM
BoinpsiMuiack. CnipaBa U cJieBa BO3yX pe3aly Jla3epHbie
JIyud, M OIMH U3 HHUX, €QBa He 3ajeB ee, Monajx B noi,
packaMB ero JOoKpacHa. YepuTH He OBHMHYJach C MeCTa.
Kak 3aBopoxeHHasi, OHa He OTBOAWIA IJ1a3 OT 3/I0BELUEH
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¢urypsl, laraowieii B rulameHy. Ofexnaa elle He COBCEM
obropena, ¥ Ha JIOXMOTbSIX YEpPHOW KypTKU OHa OTYET/IH-
BO YBMAEJIA OYEPTAHMSI OTHEHHO-KPacHOro «My.

310 ObINT MeEra-BOMH.

YepuTH Gblsla yBEpeHa, YTO. HE MPOMaxHyJiach TOrAa
B nycTbiHe. MoluHocTH 61acTepa xBaTajo,- YToObl pa3-
HecTH NioOylo GpoHio. OHa Buaena B3OpPBaHHBIA MO-
TOLMKJI M OCTAaTKM pa3sOpBaHHOrO Ha KYyCKM Tejla — HO
ceityac oH crosan neped Hei U Obia XHB!

«HeBo3MoxHO, — noaymana YepuTH, — HeMbICIH-
MO, HeBepOsITHO». OH OAWH MPOTHBOCTOSUT GoJblie YeM
IIOXHMHEe HaceKOMbIX [{HHens M TeCHWI MX, a He Ha-
obopot. JlecATKM Na3epHbIX Jiyded JieTeld B Mera-Bo-
MHa, TIONalayii, HO OH NMPOPBIBAICS BNEpel, HEMpephIB-
HO OTCTPEJNIUBAsICh, U KaKAbIA BHICTPEJ MOMajal B LEJb.

YepuTH CAMLIKOM IMO3AHO MOHSJIA, YTO Mera-BOMH
OBHMXETCS MO HanpaBjleHWIo K Heil. Ckaagep CHIBHO
BCTPSIXHYJl ee M, He oOpallass BHUMaHUS Ha MpOTECTy-
I0lllMe KPUKH, MOTAaLIMI 3a coboii, nonaspiue or by-
wyiowero yynoBuiua. OHH 6exanu Hayrag, roka He
HaTKHYJIMCh Ha KapJiMKa. )

— Het! — npokpuyan I'ypk. — He Tyna. 3a MHo#!

Kapnuk yBepHysics oT nasepHoro jyya u3 6nacre-
pa BOMHa-HaceKOMOro M NMOMYaJiCsi BIIPHUIIPBIXKY Nps-
Mo K niaTtdopMe TpaHCMHUTTepa.

Yeputn Ha Gery orsiHyjJach. Mera-BOMH HEMHO-
ro OTCTYNMMN W OOpYIIMJI Ha MYypaBbeB CTEHY OTIHS.
Kazanoce, eMy Bce TpyAHee C HHUMH CIpPaBIsAThCS,
IOBUXEHHS 3aMEUIMINCh, HO He CTaJIM MEHee YBEepeH-
HbIMHM. BeposiTHee Bcero, oH HacTur 661 UeputH, ecnu
6bl Ha Hero He HaGPOCWIMCH Cpa3y TPOE BOHMHOB.

IMoxoxe, HacekOMble MOHSAU, YTO OPYXHE' He
HaHOCHUT ocoGoro Bpela NMPOTUBHUKY U PHHYJIMCb B
PykonailHylo CXBaTKy. Mera-BoMH yOWJl TPOMX Hama-
Jaowux. [onsiIMK pykamu.
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Ho kak Gbl GbLICTp OH HM 6blI, Ha 60pbOYy NoTpe-
GoBaJIOCh BpeMsl, U 3THX CeKyHA XBaTuiao Yeputu u
Ckaafepy, uto6sl 106paThcst 10 TpaHCMHUTTepa. lllapk
OCTaHOBMJICS M, HAKOHEL, OoTNyCcTWI pyKy Yeputu. OH
6ecrtoMollHO ornsiaesicss. OHU HaxoAWJIMCb B LIEHTpE
OrpOMHOro 3ajia, M 6onblue Gexarb 6blI0 Hekyma. C
oTyasiHHeM M 3nocTblo Ckaanep ycraBwics Ha Iypka.

— A Tenepb, Kapauk? Moxet ObITb, Thi COBep-
LWL MaJleHbKoe 4yao?

— Yyno nepen T060#, — oTBeTHJI I'YpK M mokasai
Ha TpaHcMuTTep. — Ilpbiraii!

— Tyna? — ronoc Hat copBancs oT crpaxa. — Thl
cepbe3Ho?

I'ypk He cTan TpaTUTh BpeMsl Ha pa3roBOpHI, a
cxpatun HOT 3a pyKy u pBaHy;n ee 3a coGoil B TpaH-
cmutrep. Ha nosio cekyHobl MX Tejla KaKk B HEBeCO-
MOCTH 3aBHCJIM B MPOCTPAHCTBE, 3aT€M CTAJIM PaCIUIbl-
BaTbCSl — M MPOCTO McYe3Td. BHyTpM TpaHCMHUTTEpa
CHOBa HHYEro He GblJIO KPOME YEPHOTHI.

Ckapaep MCNyraHHO paclIMpMI [Jasa.

— Yt0 310? — mponenertan oH. — Kyna Beaer 3rta
wrykKa?

‘YeputH He oTBeTHIa. OHa MOBEPHYJaChb M TOC-
MOTpeJia Ha CBOEro mnpeciaenosateiss. Mera-BOMH Ha-
XOIMJICSl yXe Y TIOAHOXHS JIECTHULBI. Y HHUX OCTaBa-
Jlach CEKyHHa, MOXeT ObITh, ABe. UepnTH B TOCAEqHUMH
pa3 ynbibHynacb Ckaagepy M B3sia ero 3a pyKy. OHu
BMECTe BOLUIM B TPAaHCMHMTTED M MNEPECTAIM Cyilec-
TBOBATbh.

*  x  *

JlaHHMens co cToHOM nomgHsica. [oyoBa: rynena or
60JI4, ero TOWHMIO. JINIIO U PYKH B KPOBH.
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TpynHo 6bUI0 MOBEPUTH B TOJILKO YTO YBHIEHHOE.
Benukuit Boxe, a OH elle COMHeBajiIcs B TOM, YTO
€My paccKasbiBaJldi O Mera-BOMHaXx.

Kaitn 6yueBan kak yparadn. OH youn Gonblie no-
JIOBUHbI BOMHOB [I3HHeNs, U ero sipocThb elle He yier-
nacs. Hemoymesasi, [aHuenb cMotpen, kak Kaiin pac-
NpaBAs/ICA C MypaBbsIMM, MOKa He YOMWI MNMOCeRHero,
pacuvwas ceGe nyTb K TpaHcMmuTrepy. LllaTtasics, oH
nojgowen K cepeOpssHOMY KOJIbLY, OCTAaHOBHUJICA H
MEJIEHHO ONYCTHJICSI Ha KOJIEHH.

Bo3MoxHoO, 310 nocneguuit maHc. Cunbel Mera-
yejioBeKa HcueprnaHbl. EciM HeMHOro noBe3eT M
JaHuens GyleT OCTOPOXEH, €My YAAacTCs NMOKHHYTh
3aj1, npexae yeM Kaiin o6paTUT Ha Hero BHUMaHUe
U yOberT.

CnoBHO mnpouyMTaB ero MbiciH, Kaitn momHsn ro-
JoBy M mnocMmoTpen Ha [I3Huensi. JIuno Mera-BoMHa
NpeBpaTHIOCh B KPOBaBYyl0 MackKy, B KOTOPO# XHBbI-
MM KasaJIUCh TOJIbKO IJIa3a.

— OT30BHUTE CBOMX BOMHOB, [I3HMeNb, — mpoLuern-
Tan Kaitn.

HaHuens 3amep. OH ObU1 CAMLIKOM HAamyraH, 4To-
6bl MOHATH 3HayYeHHe cyioB Kaitna, HO NMoYyBCcTBOBaJ,
4TO, BO3MOXHO, Bce oboiimercs.

— Yr0... YTO THI TOBOPHLIL? — crnipocuin aHuenb.

— KocTtiom, — wenTan Kaiun. — INoBpexneH. OHH...
He y3Hanu MeHs. Tloxanyiicta, i yMpy, €CJIM OHH...
NpUOyT CHOBA.

«OH He 3HaJI, — noxyMan [IaHueNb, HAXOAACH MOY-
TH Ha rpaHuW ucrepuku, — Kaiin He 3Han o nocnen-
HEM ero npwKkase». [I3HHENb ¢ TPYAOM MOAHSUICS, CTHC-
Hyl 3yObl OT NMPUCTYNa Kojiolei 6OJIM B CITMHE M
HampaBuiics K riatgopme TpaHcMuTTepa. Kain mep-
XaJics M3 MOCJEeAHMX CH, HO He majan. «M He ynma-
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OeT, — BHe3anHo nmoayMan daHuenb. — Ckopo, uepe3
HECKOJIbKO MMHYT, TeJIO 3TOro CyLleCTBa HauHEeT pere-
HEpUPOBaTb. A NMOTOM OH CMOXET Pa3MbILIISATb>.

JloHuenb YCKOPHWJ 1lar, BbIXBaTMB Ha XOAYy OpYy-
XHe Yy MEpPTBOrO MypaBbsl MU CHpSITaB €ro Nnona KypTKy.
OH 6osinics, HO Bbixoaa He Oblyo.

OcTaHOBHBIIKMCH B ABYX wwarax no3aau Kaiina,
J3HueNb MPUCTANIBHO MOCMOTPEJ Ha CTOHYILIETO Mera-
BouHa. Pyka Hauynana 6nactep. [lanbubl cnerka apo-
XU,

— Unentuduumupyiite MeHs, [IoHuenb, — npocTo-
Han Kaun. — [loxamyiicra. Kanuran JIsdipa...

— Twul mo3soaun ei cbexaTb, — npepsan ero [3-
HMeJIb, Kpemnye CXaB pYyKOATKy Onactepa.’

— 4 nowmalio ee, — npowentan Kaitn. — Mne
HY>KHO TOJIBKO HEMHOro BpeMEHM, YTOObl OTOOXHYTb.

— Y Hac HeT BpeMeHU, — [IaHHeNb yKa3aj Ha TpaH-
CMUTTEp U MTHOBEHHO BbiTaluMa 6aactep. — Ilouemy
Thl He nociegoBai 3a Heit? Tel 6bUT BCero B nape
METpOB.

—. 51 He Mory, — YyTh CIBILUHO OTO3BaIcs- Kai.

— Tlouemy?

— Wa#... — npocronan Kaiin. — TpaHcMuTTep Ha-
CTPOEH Ha... XXPHLBI...

Jl3Huens B3MISIHYA HA TPAHCMMTTED, MOTOM CHOBA
Ha Kaiina. )

— S He Mmory Tyda BOWTH, — npogoyokan Kaiin. —
BTO eNMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, KyJa # HMKOTJa He Jo-
JIXeH Bo3BpawaTecsi. HU oluH Mera-BOMH He MOXeT
BOWTH TyAda.

.— 51 npukasbiBaio TebGe! )

Ho Kaiin Tonbko cnabo mnokavan ronoBoit. OH
NOMbITAICA BCTaTbh, HO CWJI He XBaTWJIO. '
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— 3anpeuieHo, — MOBTOPWI OH. — MHe Xajb, HO
sl He MOTY BBINOJHUTL Balll MPHUKa3.

— 3anpeiueHo? Kem?

— Xo3sieBaMH.

— A uTO nMpou3oitaeT, eciu Thl BCe Xe chejaellb
310? — cnpocun [aHHenb W NocrneiHo aobaBun: —
Towl BUAE, Kak onacHa KanuTtaH Jlaipa. Heo6xoaumo
noMMath ee.

— S He mory. Hu oauH Mera-uenoBek He OOJIXEH
BO3BpalllaTbcsi B MecTO cBoero poxaeHusi. OH Oyner
9JMMHUHUPOBaH.

- — OnauMuHupoBaH? — JI3HHMeNb CNpATal OpYXHe
u npotsauyn Kainy pykKy, nomorass mogHsTbcs. — Thi
yBepeH?

Kaitn kuBHyn, U JIaHHenb, CXBaTHB 3a PYKY, TON-
KHYJl M30 BCeX CWI Mera-BoMHa B TEMHOTY TPAaHCMHT-
Tepa.



ITIABA 16

Bce oka3sanoch CoBceM He Tak, Kak UepuTu cebe
npeactasnasia. OHa Haaesinach, YTO HUYEro He Mouys-
CTBYET, HO TJIyDOKHE, HU C UeM He CpaBHMMbIE Mepe-
KMBaHUSL LCJIMKOM 3aXBaTWJIM €e CO3HaHMe.

Y Hee 6onblie He 6bUIO Tena, HO YepuTH npoaon-
Kana olyLIaTh XOJIOA MJIM HEYTO TOXOXEE, MOKa He
MOHsA/A, YTO ITO peakuMsi ee AYyIIM Ha GECKOHEYHYIO
NMyCTOTY, B KOTOpO# OHa Napuna, mycToTy, NPOTSHYB-
Lylocs OT Kpasi IO Kpasi BCEJIEHHOM.

Bpemsi uuto. Ilpoxoauau ceKyHObl, MOXOXHE Ha
BEYHOCTb. UepuUTH cTala yacTbio KOCMOCa, 3aKOHbI KO-
TOpOro HENOCTYINHBI MOHUMAHMIO YeJIOBEKa B OBLIYHOM
mupe. OHa yyBcTBOBaJIa cebst CBOGOAHOM, GECKOHEYHO
cBo0OOAHOM, UCNONHEHHON TIoKosi. Teneps Yeputu no-
Hsila, 4YTO UMeN B BUAY JI3HHeNb, paccKa3biBasi O TpaH-
cmuTTepe. OH, KOHEYHO Xe, ‘He MOT BbIpa3uTb BCE CJIO-
BaMH, 1a U CJIOB YEJIOBEYECKOIrO s3blKa IUIA ITOrO HE
xBaTUT. Ha maMaATb npuuwia MbICIb 0 6ecCMEpTHH AYLIH.

MartepranbHoe TeJ0 pacrajoch Ha aTOMbl, JIMLIb
TOMLKO OHa BOLJIA B TPAHCMUTTED, M Ta, YTO BbliiAeT
U3 Hero, 6yner yxe He Uepurtu JIsiipa, a ee ToyHas
Konusi. TpaHCMUTTED HE IepeHOCHJT MaTepuio — OH
YHUUTOXaNl U co3[aBajl ee 3aHOBO.

U Bce xe oHa mymasia, YyBCTBOBaja, CyLLlECTBOBa-
Jla. B 3ToM M cocrosina TailHa TpaHCMUTTEpa: TO, YTO
OH HNEHCTBHUTENIbHO MOCBHUIAJI M3 OQHOrO MHpa B IpYy-
rol — 3TO Aylua Beuleid, HeYTO Herno3HaHHoe, nep-
BMYHasi OCHOBA XXW3HH.
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YepuUTH HEJOBKO CIOTKHY/ACh, BBITYCTHJIA DYKY
Ckagnepa ¥ Ge3 cui ynaja Ha KojieHM. [lyHOBeHue
B/IAXHOrO TEIUIOrO BO3/yXa TMPOHECJOCh Haj Heif, OT-
Kyoa-TO Mu3jajieka JOHecCsi KPMK M pe3KHMH LuyM, U
YeputH. noTepsiia CO3HaHHUE.

Ounynacbh oHa oT 6osau. Kaxablit BAIOX NMPUUMHSN
crtpagaHusi. CiomaHHoe pebpo CJIOBHO HOX BOH3H-
nock B Tesio. Heckonbko MuHYT YepuTH npocto Jie-
Xaja, npiTasich NpUATH B cebs.

Koraa .601b HEMHOTO CTHXJIa, OHa OTKpblia rnasa.
YBuneHHoe pa3ouapoBaio ee. OHA Jjiexajla Ha CMHHe
B HE3HAKOMOW KOMHaTe C HU3KHMM IOTOJIKOM M3 pXa-
Boro xene3a. KomHaTta Gbi1a JOCTaTOYHO NMPOCTOPHOM,
4YTOOBI B HEil MOT pa3MecTHTbCsl TpaHCMHUTTEp. CKBO3b
LWEAN B ABEPHU Ha APYroM KOHLIE MOMELIEHUS NMPOHHU-
KaJl TyCKblit cBeT. Psaom, npoxa oT cTpaxa, Ha Kop-
Toykax cuaesna HaT. I'masa ee aMxopanouHo 6recTen.
I'ypk crTosin uyth moopans. [TotoM K Hei ckioOHHMICS
Ckangep.

— Bce B nopsiake? — CNpoCHII ‘OH.

— Her, — cnaBneHHbIM ToJocoM npou3Hecna Ye-
putn. — 5 ewe xupa? ’

OHa BHMMaTeJIbHO NnocMoTpesiia Ha [ypka, U OH
OTBETWJI Ha 3TOT pa3 He YXMBUIKOH MJIM IJyNbIM 3a-
MeyaHHeM, a TBepAbIM B3MJISIAOM.

— Mbl BCe eule XHBbI, — cKa3al OoH. — Ho He
3Halo, KaK [OJIT0 3TO MPOMIUTCS.

— YT0 31O 3HAauMT? — cnpocua wapk. — Thl...

— OcraBb ero B mokoe, Ckaaaep, — BMellajgach
Yeputn. —.ITocMOTpH Jyyllle, rie Mbl U YTO TaM CHa-
PYXH.
[TpoBopyaB 4TO-TO NMpO cebs, WapK HanpaBUICH K
ABEpH.

YepuTH oCTOpOXHO mnoBepHyndack K Hart. JInuo
neBYWKHU eule 6osblle nobaeaHeno, JUXOpagoOuyHbIH
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Oneck B rnasax ycunuicsi. UYepuTH npoTtsiHyna K Hei
PYKY, HO Ha CEKyHAy 3aMellKaJiach.

— YTo c He#? — obOpaTunach oHa K I'ypky.

— Hwuuero. E#t HyxeH otnbix, — ['ypk nokasan Ha
YepHYI0 MesieHy TpaHcmutrepa. — Kaxablit nepexu-
BacT TaM 4TO-TO ocoboe. M 3TO He Bcem NpHUATHO.
Bce ckopo npoitner. ait et HEMHOIO OTAOXHYTb.

— OtnoxHyTb? — YepuTH HE CBOAMAA [1a3 C TpaH-
cMmuTTepa. — bBoloch, He monayunTcs. Mera-BouMH 3Ha-
€T, TIe Mbl.

— 3OTO yXe¢ He BaxHo, — mnpousHec I'ypk. — OH
He CMOXET MnocJjieloBaTh 3a HaMM.

Ckannep noulen 00 ABEpPU M OCTAHOBMJICS Ha Mo-
pore. Kpaem rnasza YepuTu 3aMeTuna, Kak OH B34pOr-
Hyn. Ona nogHsnace ¥ nojouna K asepu. Henpust-
HbI 3eJIeHbii CBET OCJIENWUJI €€, U BJIaXHbIH Teribii
BETEPOK KOCHYJCS NuuA.

— Boxe Moit! — mpowenTtan Ckaggep. — Yo 310?



pa3BaAruHax Ilapmxa

Ha






ITIABA 1

Mup cHapyxy Ha rnepBblif B3NISA Kasaics COBep-
WIEHHO 4YYXWUM. PacribiByathble OYE€pTaHUS SIHOBHUTO-
3eJIEHOro COJIHLA, MaJIEHBKMM, BEJIMYMHOH C KyJiaK
MATHOM BbINEJISIBILIErocsi Ha M3yMPYAHOM Hebe, mnoc-
TOSSHHO M3MeHsnuch. HeoOblyaifHO YMCTBIM BO3AyX
Mo3BoJisil BUAETb Ha MHOIO MWJIb BOKPYI, M MX IJa-
3aM TMpeAcTajla KapTHHa CTPallHOrO ONYCTOLUEHHS.
Joma, ynuusl, MarucTpajiu — BCE 3TO, pa3pyllieHHOe
WIH MOJIHOCTBIO YHUUYTOXEHHOE, JIeXalIo ceidyac rpo-
MaJHbBIMM MaccaMH, o6pa3yss NPUYYITUBBIHA, TMOYTH
ropHulit naHawadr. To TyT, TO TaM BHAHEIUCHL OT-
POMHbIE KpaTepbl, KOTOpble CO BpPEMEHEM HamoJIHU-
JIUCb BOJO# M MOKPBUIMCh OTBPATUTENBbHOH ¢uoseTo-
BO-3€JIEHOM pacTHUTENbHOCTBIO.

TakuM cTay Hekoraa caMbiit OOJIbIIOK KM KpacH-
Bblit ropon.3emnu. HUYTO yXe He HamOMHHAJIO O €ro
6bi1oM BenukonenuH. [loBciogy, HacKoJIBKO XBaTalo
a3, YepuTd BuMAENa Wb pa3BaIMHBI JOMOB, pa3-
6utbie cTexiia, MPOJIOMJIEHHBIE KPBILIM — HHM ORHOrO
yueseBIUero 3JaH1sl, HU OJHOIO COXpaHMBLLErocst OkHa.
«HaBepHoe, 3TO elle He caMble YXACHBIE CEABI pa3-
PYLUEHHSI», — YCTaJl0 NIOAyMajla OHa.

Cynsi mo BceMy, ropof crtan noGblued Kakoro-to
pPacTUTENBHOTO MOHCTpPAa, MEMJIEHHO H HEYMOJMUMO
MOMIOTUBLLErO_3a NMOCHEAHUE MATH OECATKOB JIET JOMa
M YIMUBI, MOKPBIBLIETO BCE XMBBIM CaBaHOM, CITOPhL
KOTOpOro MpHIUebLbl HeKoraa pa3bpocand Haj ro-
pOOM. ’ )
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Peka npeBpaTuiiach B LUIHMPOKYIO IPSI3HO-OYpYIO Ka-
HaBy, Ha IHe KOTOpOH BWIHENHCh MpOpXaBeBliue 06-
JIOMKM TIPOTYJIOYHBIX MapoOXONOB M TPYy30BbIX 6apX, He-
Koraa 60opo3auBlIHX ee Bombl. Ternephb e Mo nepecoxilemMy
pycity CTPYWJICSl JIMIUb TOHKWIA MYTHBIH pyueek.

K ynusnenuio YeputH, yueneno HECKOJBKO MOC-
TOB. WX 3yOuaThle, MecTaMHU OrUIaBeHHbIE KOHCTPYK--
UMM ¥ apKH, NOKAuYMBasiCh, BUCEJIM Hal TEM, YTO KOr-
[a-TO Ha3bIBaJIOCh MOJMHOBOAHON pekoi. CNoBHO B
HacMellKy HaJ BCEMH YCWIHSMH YEJIOBEKa YyXe3eM-
HOE 4YyNOBHILE HE TPOHYJO 3TH COOPYXEHMS: Ha W3-
rubax CTpenbyaThiX apoK He ObIJI0O 3aMETHO HM ciela
3eneHoit 3apa3bl. O4yeBMOHO, BbiCOXIl€e DYCIO PEKH
cTajio 6apbepoM, 3a KOTODBIi 4Yyxkasi ¢dyiopa noyemy-
TO HE CMOTJIa NMPOHWKHYTD.

Ho, nmoxanyit, caMbIM y>XaCHbIM M3 BCEro YBMAEH-
HOro ctayia GallHsi, F’MraHTCKasl 3aKOMueHHas CTajlbHas
MaxMHa C MCKOpEeXEHHbIMH 6GOKOBBIMM TMOBEPXHOCTS-
MH, KOJIIOUMMU YCTyraMy MOAHMMAaBLUMMUCS BBEPX, K
TOHKOMY IUTIM/IIO, KOTOPbI pacKayMBaJICAd Haj paspy-
LWeHHBIM ropoaoM. bBaliHs Haxomusiach AOBONBLHO fa-
neko oT Hux. YyxXoil ¢roneToBo-3e/ieHbii CBET Aenal
3Ty MHOFOTOHHYIO KOHCTPYKLMIO HepeabHOM, NpU3pay-
HO-HeBeCOMO#, HO YepHTH Bce Xe CMOrJla pacCMOT-
peTb ee oyepTaHUs. OIMOGUTBLCS OBLJIO MPOCTO HEBO3-
MOXHO. JI1060#t yenoBek, XOTb pa3 B XM3HHM BHUIEBILUMH
Ditdeney OalllHIO, cpa3dy y3HaJl Obl 3TO COOpYXEHHeE.

" Ilpu Buae 6awHu cepaue Yeputn GyKBaibHO 006-
aunoch KpoBblo. C TOro MOMEHTa, KaK OHa BbIlLJIa U3
cn7ajibHOTO OTCEKa M BEpHYJ/IaCh Ha U3YBEYEHHYIO 3eM-
Jio, el MpUIUIOCh HabylogaTh CTOJIBKO pa3pylUeHUI,
cMepTel M CTpallaHWM, YTO, KasaioCb, HUYTO OoJiblle
He CMOXeT ee NMOTpscTH. ONHAKO YXaCHbIM OTKPHITH-
SIM MO-MpeXHeMy He ObUIO - KOHLA.

YepuTH BUAENA BBIXOKEHHbIE rOpOAa, HEKOrAa fo-
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IOpOAHbIE MOJSI U AOJWHBI, Ha KOTOPbIX TENEPb YXE .
HHMYEro He BbIpacTeT, CEJIEeHWs, CTaBLUWE OAHUM Or-
POMHBIM KJanOMiEM U1 UX XHUTeNied, rae He yaaloch
CMacTUCb HUKOMY: HU B3pOCJIOMY, HU pe6eHKy. Tem He
MeHee, BMJ, MOKPLITOro 6yiHOI pacTUTENbHOCTBIO FO-
poAa HanoJIHUJ €€ TaKO#i TOCKOW U ropeybro, KOTOpoH
YepuTH ellle HUKOTAA He TIPUXOAWJIOCH HCIIBITHIBATh.

Mbicib 0 TOM, YTO JIETMIOHBI MOPOHOB Hamajid Ha
3emili0 M NMoAUYMHWIN cebe, ObiJIa HACTOJILKO YYIOBHILL-
Ha, 4yTo YepuTH 3axoTenoch HeMEMIEHHO OTMaxHYThbCS
ot Hee. Ho uMeHHO 06 3TOM paccka3sbiBall €if B Moa3eM-
HoM Kpenoct Hwibc: 6yaTo npuilenbUbl, He HOBOJb-
CTBYSICb MOJIHON nobGenoi Ham IMJIaHETOH, Hayald Koe-
rae U3MeHsITb ee, aesiasi yaoOHo#M it cBoero o6uTaHMs.

Toraa YepuTH eule MHOroro He MOHUMaa U TONb-
KO Terepb, YBUAEB Bce COOCTBEHHBIMM Ijia3aMH, OHa
OCO3HaJla MOUTMHHbIE MacWTabel Tpareauun. OueBua-
HO, Npuilenblbl HAKPbUIM PaCTUTE/IbHbIM CaBaHOM He
TOJIbKO 3TOT rOpof, HO U BClO 3eMmilio, IMTO3TOMY MUP,
B KOTOpBbIiI BepHynach YepUTH, CTal COBCEM APYIMM.
B HeM yxe He OblJIO MecTa MOBCTAaHLAM W MSATEXHH-
KaM, Ja ¥ BC€ OHM OKa3aIMChb He Oojiee yeM MoOllUKa-
MM, KOTOpbIE DHCKYIOT GBITh HEMEUIEHHO pa3iaB/ieHbl
HeOpeXXHBIM [BUXEHHEM elle A0 TOro, Kak CyMelT
NMPUYUHUTD YyXe3eMLiaM XOTb Kakoi-HMOynb Bpen.

YepuTH NMomnbiTa/1aCh OTAENATHCS OT HEMPOLUEHHBIX
MbICNIEll U cocpedoTOYMJIa CBO€ BHMMaHHME Ha IpHU-
YyIUIMBOM KapTHHE, OTKPBbIBaBlUEHCs C ApPYroiM cTopo-
Hbl. Tak BOT BO YTO OHH XOTAT NPEBPAaTHUTh 3eMJIIO: B
MJaHEeTy, KOTopasi MOCTEeNeHHO CTaja 6bl MOJHOCTHIO
HENPUTOOHON U XU3HHU JIOACH, B. COBEPLUEHHO ApYy-
roil MUp, HaceJleHHbIH YYXXHMH XKUBOTHBIMH U pacTe-
HUSIMU, HAIOJIHEHHBI QaBIIMBBIMM 3aMaXxaMH W 3BY-
kaMy, nox danbiiuBbiM He6oM!.. Ho, Benukuit boxe,
YTO MPHULIENBLB! COENAIH C COMHLEeM?!
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Cnessl TeKJIM Mo ee UieKaM, HO YepuTu He 3ame-
yajia 3TOro, NMokKa He MOYYBCTBOBaJla Ha rybax Mx co-
JNIeHblit TPUBKYC. BbICTpBIM NBMXEHHEM OHa BbITEPNA
rjla3a ¥ pe3KO OTBEPHYJIACh.

Ckanaep no-mpexHeMy HaxXxoAWwiCcsi B TOW Xe no3e,
B KOoTOopoii YepuTu 3actana ero, npubGexaB Ha KpHK.
Llino Bpemsi, HO OH Aaxe He weBennics. Yeputu noka-
3anoch, yro. Ckanaep nouTd He gbiwan. Ee nopasuna
3Ta 3acThiBWas ¢urypa ¢ NpUNOLHATON NpaBoi pykoi,
WCKaXEHHBIM OT yXaca JIMUOM M YCTPEMJIEHHBLIM Ha
cTpallHblif nei3ax B3misaoM. Cyas no Bcemy, Ckannep
BCE BHMEJ, HO MPOCTO HE MOT TNMOBEPHTH B TO, YTO 3TO,
IeHACTBUTENIbHO, npou3ouuio. HaT Toxe ¢ yauBneHueM
paccMaTpyBaia 3Ty, MOUYTU CIOPPEATMCTUYECKYIO KapTH-
Hy, OIHAaKO B3[JIsiA ee BbipaxaJl CKopee AEeTcKoe Jiobo-
neitcTBo. U TOoNbKO Mo I'ypka kak Bceraa ocTaBaloch
GecctpacTHbiM. OH B3upasl Ha YepuTH ¢ HacMeUUTHBO
YABIOKOM, KPUBHUBLIEH €ro CTapyecKue ryObl, MbITasiCh
TaKMM 06pa3oM BbIpa3HUTb CBOE NMpe3peHHe BCEMY MHUPY.

BripoyeM, oHa Morja olNGaTbCs OTHOCHTEJILHO
mMuMuku I'ypka. C HekoTopbix nop Yeputu BooOOGILE
COMHeBajlacb, He 3abJyXXJaeTcs JIK OHa BO BCEM, YTO
KacaeTcsi KapJiMKa.

«JlagHo», — oTMaxHyJlacb YepHUTH OT CBOMX MbIC-
neit, pemiuB pasobpaTthcsA MosgHee M ¢ ['ypkom, M ¢
TEM, YTO OH paccKasal. MOXHO yXe CUMTAThb YyaAOM
TO, YTO OHa XWBa U cBoboaHa. [Tocie kpuka Ckaane-
pa MpouuUIO ABE-TPY MHUHYTHI, CTOJIbKO Xe el MnoTpe-
60Banochb, YTOOBl BBHIMOJ3TH M3 TPAHCMHUTTEpAa U OKa-
3aTbC B 3TOM COBEpLIEHHO HE3HaKOMOM MMUpE.

KoHeuHo, nATb-11ecTh MUHYT — CPOK HEGONbLIOH,
HO JI3HMeNIo 3TOro BIOJIHE XBaTHUT, YTOObl HAaTPaBUTD
Ha HMX HECKOJIbKO apMMil CBOMX HaceKOMOOOpa3HbIX
BOMHOB. YepHUTH OTJIMYHO NMOMHMJIA, KAKOE OrpOMHOE
KOJIMUECTBO 3THX YEPHBIX MYpPaBbEB-MYTaHTOB, Kax-
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IbI1 U3 KOTOPLIX MMEN MO ABe napbl pyK, 66110 B 321
TpaHcniopTHoro Moaynasi y Llaii-Taana.

" Eit M Mera-BOMHY, CYAsl 1O BCEMY, YAanOCh MpHU-
KOHUHMTb JOCTATOYHOE KOJIMYECTBO 3THX TBapeif, HO
Janeko He BceX. YUHWThIBas TO IJla4eBHOE COCTOSIHME,
B KOTOpPOM ceifyac HaxoAWJlaCb ee MaJieHbKasi apMHs,
6ydeT AOCTaTOYHO OAHOrO-€AMHCTBEHHOrO MYTaHTa,
4TOOBI UX YHUUTOXMUTb.

Yeputu 6pocuna HepelUUTENbHbIN B3MIsA Ha KOJb-
O TpaHCMUTTepa: annapat Bce eule pabotan. BHyTpu
Y3KOrO Kpyra K3 cepeOpHCTOro Mertauia, MOYTH Ha
PacCTOSIHUM JIaIOHU OT MoJIa MaJIEeHbKOr® OTCEKa, KO-
JbiXajach, MNepejiMBasiCb, Kakas-TO HeMaTepHalibHas
cybcTaHLMS YEpPHOro LBeTa.

[TpuHUMN paboTh! 3TOI NMPUUYLINBOI TPAaHCITOPTHOM
CHCTEMBI, €€ CYLIHOCTb OBbLIM BhilLE MOHUMAHHS YeloBe-
yeckoro pasyma. OHa MMena CBOIO MaTepHio, KOTopas
XWia, NogobHO XWBOMY CYLLECTBY, U 3TO Ka3aloCh yXac-
HbIM. YepUTH cMoTpesia BHYTPb TPAaHCMMUTTEpa U HCIIbi-
.ThiBaJIa CTpaX, CJIOBHO [lepe/l Heil pa3Bep3cs al.

HeoxunaHHO OHa nMo4yyBCcTBOBaIa Ha cebe uyei-To
B3an. Hat u Ckagmep mo-TipexXHeMy He MOIJIM OT-
BECTH IJia3 OT SAOBHMTO-CEPOro Mnei3axa 3a OKHOM, HO
KapiuK, ITOBEPHYB roJIoBy, HE OTPbIBasiCb, CMOTPEN Ha
Hee HeyeloBeYeCKU-NMPOHHU3bIBAIOLMM B3OPOM.

— OHM He CTaHYT Hac HnpecjefoBaTb, — IPOH3-
HEC OH. .

Ha MrHoBenue YeputH nokasaiochb, uto I'ypk
YUTaeT ee MbLICIH, CJIOBHO OTKpPBITYI0 KHHMry. Ho ceii-
yac gymaTth 06 3TOM Kak-To He xotejock. K TomMy xe
OH He pa3 JoKa3blBaj, YTO He CITocobeH Ha 3T1o. Ove-
BUIHO, Bce OOBSCHSNOCH ropa3fio npoiue: Habnionas,
KaK OHa HE CBOAMUT rjia3 C TEMHOMW NyJbCUPYIOLLEH
TeMHOTbI, ['ypk 6e3 Tpyma morajajicsi, YTo y Hee Ha
yMe.
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— OTKyna Takasl yBepeHHOCTb? — cripocuia YepuTH.

— OHH He cOenaloT 3TOro, — HACTONYMBO MOBTO-
pua Kapavk. — 3T1o Mecto — Taby. OHM ckopee M03-
BOJISAIT YOUTL cebsi, YeM MOSIBUTLCS 34ECh.

— Tebe 3HakKOMO 3TO MecTo?

F'ypk nmoxan njieyaMH; ero orpoMHasl rojoBa cTa-
Jla MEpHO NOKayMBaThCH.

— S cablluan 0 HeEM, — YKJIOHYMBO NMPOU3HEC OH.

Jloxp Oblna HacTonbkO ouyeBMAHa, uTo I'ypk cam
MOYYBCTBOBaJ 3TO.

JInuo YepuTH NMOTEMHENIO OT TrHeBa.

. M caplian 0oBOJBHO MHOTO, He TakK JuU? —
pe3ko cnpocu.na oHa. — Bo BcsikoM cnyuae, ropaszio
6oJblle TOro, YTO pacckasan?

I'ypk yxMbuibHYyJCS.

— Ho Tbl Benp M He cnpaluMBajia, BEpHO?

YepuTH OTKphbJia ObUIO pOT M pe3KOi OTNoBe-
Y, HO B MOCJIEOHUII MOMEHT cAepXalachb U C YCHIU-
€M BblJaBUJIA:

— Ha, 3Tto Tak. Ho Moxewb He coMHeBaTbeCs, S
eille crpowy Te6ss 06 3TOM. MBI €lle MOroBopuMm C.
TOOO#, KOpOTHIIIKA, ¥ DPa3roBop Hall OyNeT OueHb
JUIMHHBIA U O6CTOSITENIbHBIN.

I'ypk cHOBa moxan rieyaMu U caesan Henpuiny-
HOE IBHXEHHUE.

— Kak xouyewb, i He BO3paxalo, — OTBETHJI OH
CBOMM OOBIYHBIM KPSIXTSIIUM CTapYECKHM IOJIOCOM. —
Ho Tonbko He ceityac U He 3mech, — [ypk ykasan

TOHKHM MNMaJIbLYUKOM Ha TpaHCMHUTTEp: — [I3HMenb HHU
3a KaKkMe KOBPWXKKHM He corylacuicsi 6bl, 4ToObl XOTb
OJIHO M3 ero co3flaHuii okKasajlochb 6bI ceifyac B TpaH-
cmutTepe. OgHaKO 3TO BOBCE HE 3HAYUT, YTO MBI B
6e3onacHOCTH. 3aech ecTh M 6GoJjiee CTpalllHbie TBapH.
C HeKOTOpbIMM M3 HUX MHE BOBCE HE XOTeJOCh Obl
BCTPETHUTHCS.
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HeOGpeXxHbIM XEeCTOM KapJIMK BHOBb TKHYJI B CTO-
POHY TpPaHCMMTTepa. -

— To, YTO MM BOCIOJb30BAJIMCh, HE OCTaHeTCS
He3aMeYeHHbIM. DTO YXX TOYHO, noBepb MHe. Uepe3 napy
MHHYT 3[ieCb Bce OyNeT KUlleTb OT He3BaHBIX FOCTEH,
KaK NUTb JaTb, — OH NMOCMOTpeS Ha YepuUTH M CKOp-
yun rpumacy: — [louemy 661 TebGe He NMPUrOTOBUTH JUIS
HUX Kode? A MOXeT, caenaeM BUI, YTO Hac HeT qoma?

YepuTtH He cMmomia ynepxarbcsi OT yabl6ku. ['ypk
NMpeKpacHO NMOHWMAT, YTO OHa BHAMWT €ro HackKBO3b,
HO BCE X€ BpeMsi OT BPEMEHH MNBbITAICS HIpaTh POJib
KioyHa. MHoroa emy 3To maxe ynaBanocb. OH OTHO-
CWJICSl K TOMY THUIy JIlofei — BIpoueM, jaiogeit au? —
MHTEJUIEKT KOTOPBIX MPHU3HaBaJICs, HO OYEHb PeIKo
BOCTIDUHMMAJICST BCEPLE3, PaBHO KaK M, BO3MOXHO,
UCXOOMBIUYIO OT HHUX OMAaCHOCTb. .

«O4eBUIHO, 3TO MPOUCXOAUT MOTOMY, 4TO I'ypka Bpsiz
JIM MOXHO Ha3BaTh YEJIOBEKOM», — mnomymana Yepurw.

‘OrIsHYBIINCh, OHa 6pocHIa NocneaHuM B3MIAI Ha
TpaHCMUTTep M mopoua K Ckapnepy. [lpexne yem
TIPUCTYTUTD K pasroBopy, YepuTH HEMHOIO NMOMEUTH-
Jla, BCMaTpUBasiCb B DAaCKMHYBIUMECS BHM3Y YXacHble
pa3sBaJIMHbI, BHI3BIBAIOILIHE Y HEE TAKOE Xe JiedeHs1uee
YYBCTBO TpeBorH, Kak y Ckamaepa u Har. OnHako B
OTJIMYME OT HHUX OHa YXe€ BCe MOHsIA.

Heckonbko cekyHn UepMTH NMPHUCTaIBHO BCMaTpH-
BajlaCh BAAJIb, IMOTOM BAPYr PE3KO OTOlUIa OT OKHAa H
oTBepHynach. Kasamoce, 3TO ABHXeHHMe BbiBesio H3T
U3 MYYUTEJILHOIO TpaHCa, B KOTODOM OHa HaXOAMJIack,
BNUBIUKMCH IJ1a3aMH B CTPAIUHYIO KapTHHY paspylle-
HUil. MoJonas BecT/IaHIKa B3ApOTHyJa, CJIOBHO MpoO-
‘Oyxnasicb OT 1y6OKOro TSXENoro CHa, U CMYLUEHHO
nocmotpena Ha Yeputu: Uepes mapy CeKyHO K Hei
noeepHyncst ¥ Ckaaaep, JIMLIO KOTOPOTro B HE3eMHOM
cBeTe ObUlO GeAHBIM, KaK y MepTBela.
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— Bor moit, — npoGopmoTant oH. — Benb y Hac...
Gonbuwie HeT aoma, Yeputu. BTo yxe He 3emns!

Yeputu no G6onm npuxkycwia ry6y. OHa MHOro Obl
oTAana 3a To, 4To6bl Ckannep okasaics npas. XOpollio
Obl ceifyac OYYTUTLCS Ha KaKOi-HHOyNb YyXOil MJaHe-
T€, B JAPYroM KOHLe [‘aNakTMKH, TOJNbKO HE B 3TOM
CTPalUHOM MecTe, Ile BCe TaK YXacCHO M3MEHHUJIOCh.
Ho ouM — 3mech n Heneno Gosblie o6MaHbIBaTh cebsl.

— Her, Ckagnep, — nmevyanbHo Bo3pasusia Yepu-
TH. — Mbl Ha 3emne.

HUHaeeu-xonu HelOBEpYMBO B3MJISHYJ Ha Hee.

— Ho 3To xe...

— Mul Bce eule Ha . 3emie, — ¢ MATKUM HaXHMOM
npousHecna Yeput. — MHe 3HaKoM 3TOT ropoa. On-
HaXJbl 1 yXe ObUia B 3TOM MecTe. Buauiup 6aliHio,
Ckannep?

OHa mogHsila PyKy M yKasajna Ha (pUIMrpaHHBIH,
NPOHM3aHHbIH OGBONIAKMBAIOLIMM, MTOYTH TEKYUUM 3€-
JIEHBIM CBETOM NpHU3pak DitdeneBoit 6aliIHU, KOTOPbIH
BO3BBIIIAJICA HaJ 3aBaJlaMM M HarpOMOXAECHUAMU U3Y-
PONOBAaHHOIO TOPOJAA.

— OpHaxabl A Jaxe nobbiBajia TaM, HaBepXy.

3aMeTHB HemoBepuMBbIN B3rsa Ckaanepa, Yepu-
TH YTBEpAMTENbHO KMBHYJIAa M FOPbKO YJILIOHYJACH.

— B To Bpemsi 3TO GbUT OJMH M3 CaMbIX IpeKpac-
HBIX rOpPOJIOB IUTaHEThl, — MpoAoXaja OHa. — 3Aechb
XWIM MHWJUIMOHBI Jiloged. A NMOAHSIBLIUMCb Ha CaMbii
Bepx OalIHKM, MOXHO ObUIO NpPHU SCHON IoOroge yBH-
neTb MOpe.

— Her, 3T0 HeBO3MOXHO, — Bo3pa3un Ckamuep,
6e3HaleXXHbIM XECTOM YKa3biBasi Ha He60 M Kak Obl
MPHUKIIEEHHOE K HEMY 3eJIEHO€ C KOCMAaTbhiMH OTpOC-
TKaMH cCOJIHLE. — D10 He 3emJst!

YepHUTH TAXENO B3NIAHYJIA.

— 51 He 3Hal0, YTO MPOU3OLWIO C HEOOM M COJIH-
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ueM, — ckasana oHa. — Ho ato — Ilapux, Ckannep:
Bo BcsakoM ciyuyae, oH ObI1 MM Koraa-To.

— Hy 4yTo X, BOT B TaKOM OyXe W IPOLOJCKATE, —
BMeluasicst B pasroBop I'ypk. — U BooGuue, cyns no Bce-
MY, HET POBHO HMKaKOM NMPUYMHBI VIS CIEIUKH, He TaK
an? HanpoTuB, s1 MOYTH yBEpEH, €C/IM BbI ellle HEMHOTO
noGonTtaere, ciofa SIBATCS FOCTENPUMMHBIE TPEICTaBU-
TENU TOPOACKMX BAACTEH, YTOOLI MPHIMIACHTL Bac Ha He
JIMWIEHHYIO MPUATHOCTH 3KCKYPCHIO 1O ropofy.

Huyero He noHuMasi, Ckagaep HEJOyYMEHHO ToOC-
MOTpeJl Ha Kapyimka, HO YepuTH yxe 3Hana, yto ['ypk
npaB. Kaxpnas cekyHga, npoBelleHHasl 3[ech, MorJa
OoKaszaTbCsl IS HMX mMochedHeil. Bpulo maxe HeyTo
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE B TOM, UTO JO CHX MOP HHUKTO He
SIBUJICA Clofia, YTOOBI B3IJIAHYTb, KOMY Xe€ 3TO NOHa-
[06HIioCh BOCIMOJIB30BaTLCS TPAHCMUTTEPOM.

Ho uyyno He morno mpoposokatecsi BeyHo. B fon-
TBEPXIEHHE 3TOMY B MITHOBEHHE OKa CHMTyallusi pPe3KO
HU3MeHwnach. [IpyueM Bce NPOMU30LIIO TaK OBICTPO, UTO
Yeputn He ycnena onoMHHTbcsl. BHesamHo paspanoch
CTpaHHOE IJIyX0e XYyXOKaHHe, KOTOpOe CTAHOBWJIOCH BCE
rpoMye M rpomue, roka He IPeBPaTHJIOCh B OMYyLLUH-
TeJbHBIN peB, MPOHU3BIBAIOLIMI KAXIYIO KJIETOYKY Tesa
M OT3LIBaBIUMICA B HEM MYYMTEJIbHOM Gosbio. BuGpa-
LM 3ByKa Oblia CTOJIb CHJIbHA, YTO Teja JIioAeH Hava-
M nokauuBaThcsi. B TO Xe Bpemsi B KasaBuLIeCA MO-
HOJIUTHO# CTeHe OTCeKa BAPYT MOsSIBWIACh BEPTHKaJIbHAs
TpellliHa, pa3fe/iBlIass ee Ha nBe 4acTH. B obpaso-
BaBILEMCS TIpOeMe- [I0KAa3aICS TOKPAITBIH INMBUIBIO KO-
PHIOD C BBIXOAHBIUIUMHU B HETO MHOIMOYHCACHHBIMH Sp-
KOOCBellleHHbIMU HBepsiMH. TIpsAmMo nepea BxoaoM
CTOsUIa CTapasi CefloRjiacasi XEeHLIMHA B MECTPOM Ofesi-
HHUH, KOTOpoe OOBIYHO HOCHJIa AHDKeNla U JpYrue XpH-
upbl-1lait. 3a XeHIWHON BO3BEILIANUCH TOHKHE [ABYX-
MeTpoBble (UIypHl ABYX MYTAaHTOB, BOHHOB-MYpaBbLEB.
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B Ty Xe ceKyHAy K UbeMy-TO TeJTy MOTSHYJCSI Cryc-
TOK B3METHYBLUEHCSI TbMbI — 3TO OpOCHICS Bnepen
Mera-BoWH.

* % ¥

Bce mno kak Bcerma, ¥ Kak Bceraa KaH 3aaan
cebe MPUBLIYHBIA BOMPOC: a CTOWUT JIM OBUMHKA Bbl-
nenkn? M Tak ke NpUBLIYHO OTBETHJI: HUKOrAa M HHU
B koeM ciayuae. TeM He MeHee BOT yXe NOGpbIX NAT-
HanuaTb MMHYT OH TNpoOupasicsi NMo 3amnyTaHHBIM Na-
OUpUHTaAM MOA3€MHBIX TYHHeJIei, a OO0 3Toro, 4ToObI
NMEepEeXUTPUTL OXpaHy, LENYl0 MMIIIO, KPSIXTA M B3[bl-
Xasi, TalWJl CBOW MOTOKap, Mpex/ie YeM pelIuics 3a-
BecTH MoTOp. [TOYTH CTONBKO Xe BpeMEHU eMy MOHa-
no6uaochr Ha TO, YTOOBI IMpPeonoieTb MNOCJedHHUX
MATHAECAT METPOB.

OcTaBuB MOTOKap MpsAMO MO COOpPYXEHHWEM, Ha-
3BaHHbBIM MM «KpenocThio», JKaH cTan kKapabkaTbcs
HaBepx NO 3aBajlaM W3 MNepervieTeHHBIX MPOBOMAOB,
NpopXaBeBLIMX TPY6, JNeCTHHUL M rpyn Mycopa. Ilo
Joopore OH eABa He CTOJIKHYJICS C OTpOMHOIl cTaeit
KpbIC M rmiposiexxasl 6osiblie 4aca, 605iCb NMOLUEBENUTD-
Csl U 3aTauB JbIXaHHUE.

XaH Bce eule Apoxan OT CTpaxa, BCIIOMHHas, KaK
GJIN3KO OT ero ybexuiia — y3KOW HHLIM B CTEHE, TAe
paHblue CTOSiN KaKoi-HUOyAb pacrnpelenuTesbHBbIH
0JI0K, — TIpOHecJach CTas.

«/[la ux ¥ 6bUIO-TO HE TAaK YX W MHOrO, HaBepHOe,
He boJplle necATKa», — cTapasich NMPpHOOONPHUTL cebs,
npowenTtan XaH, NpeKpacHO 3Has, YTO M OAHON M3
3THX OTPOMHBEIX, BEJIHUMHOM ¢ GOJIbLIYI0 OBYapKy Gec-
THIf XBaTHT, 4YTOOBl pa3opBaTbh 4YeJOBeKa, 0COGEHHO,
€CJIM KpbICa roJofHa WIH YeM-TO HamyraHa.

3BepH, KOTOPBHIX OH YBHMIEJ, CYAs IO BCEMY, Yep-
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TOBCKH Mporosionanucb. HecMoTpss Ha cBOM OrpOMHBIE
pa3Mepbl, KOITU M MOLIHbIEe 3yObl, ceifuac 3TH XHBOT-
Hble NMPEeACTaB/ISIIA COOOM NOBONBHO XAJKOE 3peiulile:
IEepCTh Ha MX LUKYypax CBaisjlaCb U MECTaMH Jaxe
Hauaja BblMagaTh, o6Haxasi romyio Koxy. Ha MHorux
Kpbicax 2KaH 3aMeTWN cTpallHble COUMBLUHMECS] paHbI.
[Mo-BuauMMOMY, OH CTajl HEBOJIbHBIM CBHACTe/IeM BO3-
BpallleHUsI CTal C He COBCEM YAAUHOH OXOTbI.

Haxe mocne Toro kak BHM3Xalllasg CBOpa B CTpall-
HOI crelwke MpoHecsacb MUMO €ro YKpPbITHSI U ObICT-
PO CKpbUTACh B MOA3EMHBIX JIJAOMPUHTaX U Mepexoaax,
Kan euwe nonroe BpeMs He pellaics TOKHUHYTb CBOE
y6exwuiue. OObIvHO KpLICHI He Hanaganu Ha Jioaei. —
3TO OH XOpOLUIO 3HaJl, — HO Ceiyac XHBOTHbIE, Ka3a-
Jiock, mpocTto oGe3yMmenu oT rojsoda M crpaxa. OHM
elule He OCTbUIM OT OMTBBI, B KOTOpOil TONILKO UTO
yJuacTBoBanu, U ObUIM FOTOBbI GPOCHTBLCA Ha BCeE, YTO
TOJILKO MOIJIO MepeaBHraThCs.

Bpsin nu Ha cBeTe CylUecTBOBaNO YTO-NMOO Apyroe,
yto >KaH HeHaBugen O6bl Gonblue, yeM MypaBbEeB-MY-
TaHTOB M Kpbic. OAMH MX BUI BbI3bIBAJ Y- HErO TOLIHO-
Ty. MbIcib 0 TOM, UTO OZHO M3 ITHUX MCYALMIT ala MOXET
MPUKOCHYTHCS K HEMY CBOMMH KOITHCTBHIMH JIanamMu U
OH MOYYBCTBYET €r0 >XXapKoe 3JIOBOHHOEe IbIXaHHe, [O-
Boawra 2KaHa noytu A0 cyMacuiecTBHsA. BeDknaB He-
KOTOpO€e BpeMsl U MOJIHOCTBIO YIOCTOBEPHUBIUHCH B TOM,
YTO KpBbICHI GOJIblile HE BEPHYICS, OH BbUIE3 W3 MeETal-
JIMYecKoro siilMKa M cTajl NpobHUpaTbCA HaBEpX.

«Het yx, — myman JKaH, NpHBBIYHO OTNSAABIBAsACh
MO CTOpPOHaM, MpeXie 4YeM Chelarhb MOCJEeOHUN pbl-
BOK K YKperJieHHl0, — HM 3a.4To Gosbilie s ciofa He
CYHYCb. 3aueM MHe 3T0?!»

OH Kaxnblif pa3 roBopuJ cebe 3TH CI0Ba, HO MPO-
xomuno BpeMs, U XKaH cHOBa nogBiasics 3aech. Cyns
Mo BCEMY, TaK OH cobupasics nocTynaTb U BIpefdb.
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’Kan M cam He MoOr MOHSITb, YTO MMEHHO TSHYJO
ero Ha 3To Mecto. Pasymeercs, 2KaHa maHwi cBoeit Ka-
KOW-TO XydOKalleit ¥ MMIaloLLei. BHyTpeHHeH paboToit
caM OTcek, rae 6bUio MHOro pa3HOLIBETHBIX MHMIAIOLLIMX
JlaMMovek, CAblILIATUCh CTpaHHbie 3ByKH W BOOOllle Ha-
XOOMJIOCh MHOXECTBO TMPHUTATMBAIOLIUX KaK MarHMTOM
Bellleif, 0 Ha3HaYeHUH U YNOTpeGNeHUH KOTOPbIX OH He
HMeN HY Masieiiliero NMoHATUA. dTa pybKa sBnsiIach Kak
Obl YacTbIO UYXOTO MCUE3HYBIUEro MHpa, YacTblO TOro
MpOLLJIOr0, O KOTOpOM M3peaka pacckasbiBaivd 2KaHy
pOAMTENIN, a APY3bsi-OOHOTOAKM 3HAIM O HEM JIMLIb MO
KapTMHKaM M yueieBlwIMM KHHUraM. MHorna 2KaH cnpa-
wiMBan cebs: HEyXeJu OH U Bnpaply OOWH-EAUHCTBEH-
HbIif U3 Bcex obuTarteneit CoGonHO#! 30HBI CMOT YBH-
JIeTh MJIEHbKYIO YaCTUUKY 3TOrO YLUEAIUEro BpeMeHu?..
EMy yacTto XoTenoch IONENUThLCSI CBOE TaHOM, B3SIB
KOro-Hubyab ¢ coboit B Kpenoctb. Pasymeercs, oH Obl
TaK HM 332 YTO He TMNOCTYMHJ: CJMLUKOM BelMKa onac-
HocTb. Ecnu 661 B CBoGoAHO#M 30HE y3HaH, uto 2KaHy
yoanoch OOHapyXuTb B pe3ylbTaTe 3THUX PeryJisipHbIX
BbUIa30K — B OGILEM-TO 3amnpellieHHBIX, HO Ha KOTOpbIe
Bapnep u apyrie noka cMOTpeNH CKBO3b Masblibl, — Ha
€ro NnporyJIKM HeMeJIEHHO HaIOXWIM OBl NMONHBIA 3a-
npeT. A TaKk PUCKOBaTb OH He MOT.

BricTpo NnpeonosieB OTKPBITOE NMPOCTPAaHCTBO M TpO-
CKOJIb3HYB 110/l OOYIJIEHHBIMUA OCTaTKaMM CTeHbI, 2KaH
ornsiHyJicss no cropoHam. Cepaue y Hero KoJIOTMJIOCHh
TaK, CJOBHO ObUIO rOTOBO BHIMPBITHYTh M3 rpyau. Bor
U otcek. CaM nmo cebe OH elUEe He CTal YacTblOo IXYH-
IJIed, HO yXe M He oTHOcwiIcs K CBoboaHoit 3oHe. DTa
3eMJIsl CYMTAIaCh KaK Gbl HUYEWHOM, HUKOMY He MNpH-
Halulexatlei, Kyoa UMejlu CBOOGOAHBIN OOCTYI XWUTEIU
onHoro M apyroro 6epera pekd. 3meck XKaHy YacTeHb-
KO NMPHUXOAMWJIOCh HaTAJIKUBAThbCSl Ha pasHbIX MOHCTPOB
M3 YMCJIa TeX, YTO KOrAa-To MNepeuuid Ha TOoT Oeper
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pEKM, a OfHaXObl OH JaXe YBHOEJ MypaBbs-MyTaHTa.
Kpome Toro, Henbast 6bUTO HEAOOLIEHMBATh M ONMACHOCTb,
rpossillyio cBepxy. B oTaenbHble NHM Had BBICOXLUWM
'PYCJIOM TJIAHUPOBAIN OCOObIEe IUIaHeNeThl, OTKPBIBaB-
lHe LWKBAILHBIA OrOHb MO N1060# ABMXYLUEHCs LIeTU.

Ho ceituac, kaxertcs, Bce O6blJ1O0 crokoitHo. U3
NMOUepHEBILUMX pa3BaUIMH He AOHOCHJIOCH HM 3BYKa; B
HeGe Haa MIKYHMAsSMU — nycto. OqQHako, HECMOTPsST Ha
aTo, JKaH elle KaKoe-TO BpeMsl BbIXHIal M BHHMa-
TeJIbHO BCMaTpUBaJICSl B 3apOC/IM, Mpexae 4eM OTBa-
XHUJCSA MOOHATLCS B MOJIHBIA POCT U MPEONoJNieTh Moc-
JileiHHe OBaauaTh LIAroB.

Jaxe emy, Tak XOpOLIO 3HaBLUEMY, YTO HYXHO
UCKaTb, ObIJIO TPYAHO Cpa3y OMNpeaeIiTh MECTOHAX0X-
neHue «atoro». Korna XKaH BnepBble HaTONKHYJICS Ha
9TO COOpYXEHHEe — a C TexX IMOop Mpouuio JoOphIX ue-
Thlpe rofa, — OHO OKa3aJloChb NMOYTH MorpeGeHo nosa
CIUIOLIHBIM cJloeM ODJIOMKOB U MenJja, a Takxe orJie-
TeHO OYHHO#M pacTUTeNbHOCTbIO. [TocTeneHHO OH pac-
YUCTUN OOJIOMKH, ObIcTpOo coo6pa3uB, 4TO OGonbluas
YacTb NPUGOPOB CeXEHHS] U OPUEHTALlUM HEe MOCTpa-
Jajla, HO UX CHUTHIbl NMPOCTO HE CJBIWHBI MO TOJIC-
TbIM CJIOEM LUEOHS. .

JKaH pewuns He TporaTh pacTeHMs, MOKphIBaBlLIHE
«kpenocTb». HanpoTuB, nmo3nHee OH Jaxe Hayal Bbl-
KamnbiBaTh MOJIOAbIE CHJIbHBIE MOOErd, pocline Heroaa-
JIEKY ¥ caxaTb WX BOKPYF C TaKMM pacyeToM, YTOObI
CBOMMM TOHKMMH XECTKMMHU BETBAMHU OHU MOJHOCTBIO
YKPBUIM COOpPYXEHHe. )

IMpuGamxasick K kpernoctH, JKaH Kak BCerga BHUMa-
TENLHO pa3rIsiAbIBal CBOIO paboTy, MPHUAMPYMBO TNpOBE-
psis, He BUIHO JIM B NMPOCBETaX OTPOCTKOB MPEIaTe/IbCKOro
6Gnecka crekyia WIM MeTallla, HO Bce 6bU10 B HOpMe. OH
Mor ObITb NOBOJIEH: JaXe €C/IM Clofla HEHAapOKOM 3asiBsIT-
Csl MyPaBbU-MYTaHTbl, OHU BDPSII.JIK YTO-HHOYAb 3aMETAT.
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HaxknonusBuiucy, 2KaH ocTopoXHO pa3aBHHYJ yce-
sSiHHbIE . lUMNAaMKU BETKHU, 3aKpbIBaBLIME BXOH, CTaLUWI
3y6aMH C NMpaBoOi PYKH KOXaHYIO NMepuyaTKy M, MNpH-
JIepXuBasi JIeBOM PYKO# KOJIlOYME OTPOCTKM, aKKypaT-
HO MOJIOXHUJ ApOXaluWe najblibl MPaBoOi pyKU Ha OK-
PYXEHHbI TOHKUM KPaCHbIM KOJIbLIOM KpYr y ABEDH.
[MpouHaeHTHDHUUMPOBAB €ro OTNeYaTKM NnajibueB, Ma-
LIMHA Jana «ao6po» Ha momyck, U 2KaH ycaslwan ee
noBepuuBoe noulcnkuBanue. INoutu roa oH moTpaTun
Ha TO, uTOOBL! pasragaTtbh (yHKUMOHAIbHbIE OCOOEH-
HOCTH ITOi ABEpH MU MepenporpaMMUpoBaTh KOHCTPYK-
LMIO TaK, YTOObl OHa BIYCKaJjia TOJAbLKO €ro OJHOro.

Ha TeMHO-3e€eHOi 3alUMTHOrO LBeTa INOBEPXHOCTH
MpOCTyNnWia TOHEHbKasl, TOALMHON B BOJIOC LUEb, ObIC-
TpO NpeBpaTUBLLASICSL B MOJYTOPAMETPOBYIO /1BEPb, KOTO-
pas GeciuyMHO oTKpbulach nepen >KaHom. HaknoHus
TOJIOBY, OH LIarHy/a BHYTPb. JIBepb GecLUyMHO 3aKpbUlach,
M TIOUTH B Ty XK€ CEKYHAY MNOJ NOTOJIKOM 3aropescs Msr-
KMl XenToBaTblif CBET, NMpHAaBasd MaIeHbKOH KOMHare
BecbMa cBoeobpa3Hblii BuA. Kak 0ObIYHO B 3TOT MOMEHT,
7KaH 3acTbUl Ha HECKOJIBKO CEeKYHI, HacjJaXAasiCb 3TUM
MPHUATHBIM CHSTHUEM, BCIO TNpEieCTb KOTOPOro JApYTHe
xurenn CoboaHoi 3oHbI U MpeaCcTaBUTL ceGe He Mor-
Jm. BnipoueM, OH Takke ObUl Obl JIULUEH 3TOM BO3MOX-
HOCTH, ec/iM 6bl OfHaXIbI HE Hallesl KpernocTb.

’KaH npocTo cTos/l ‘U CMOTpEN. DTOT CBET COBEP-
LIEHHO He NOXOAWJI Ha spKo-3ejieHblit 6yieck Heba,
Nno KOTOPBIM OH POIMJICS M BBIPOC, M B MeEpBbIi pa3
TaK Mcnyran ero, yto y J)KaHa eiBa He HayajlaCchb MCTe=:
puka. OnHako 3TO OBICTPO MPOLIO, YCTYNHB MECTO
CTPaHHOMY, HO O4YeHb TNPHUSATHOMY YYBCTBY. Temnepb
9TOT CBET Kasajicsi eMy OoJjiee MPUATHLIM, ueM OGieck.
3eJIeHOro Heba. )

B3rnsan XKaHa cKOJIb3HYJ1 MO pa3HOOOpa3HbIM AaT-
YyuKaM M CTpejiKkaM, MO pa3HOLBETHbIM OroHbKaM H
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KpOlIeYHbIM 3KpaHaM M BAPYr OCTaHOBHMJICS Ha Ma-
NeHbKOM, MUralolleil B JIMXOPaAOYHOM pexuMe JlaM-
nouke. XKaH o3aboueHHO HaxMypuncsi. OH 3Hai npea-
HadHayeHWe 2TOM WITYKHU: CyAss MO BCEMY, KTO-TO
CHApYyXH NbiTajicsd BOWTU B KPEMOCTb.

’Kan GbicTpo cenl B OOHO M3 MSAIKHMX Kpecén 3a
NYAbTOM YyNpaBieHUSI U MOJHHEHOCHO HaXal ONHY 3a
opyroit Tpu KHomku. CBeT MOA MOTOJKOM TOTYac Ha-
Yaj ocnabGeBaTb, HO He MOTac COBCEM, 3aTO MO MpaByio
pyKy oT >KaHa BKJIIOYMJICSI MaJIEeHbKUI MPSAMOYTOJIbHBIH,
BEJIMUMHOI ¢ NnagoHb MoHMTOp. CHayajla noc/bILIaiCcs
JIETKMHA TpeckK, MO 3KpaHy mnoGeXamu TMOJOoChl, 3aTeM
MOSIBUJIOCh TpeXxMepHoe H306paXeHHe MECTHOCTH BO-
Kpyr Kpenoctu. [IpucMoTpeBLINChL BHWMaTeNkHee, XKaH
006JIErYeHHO. B3JOXHYJI, 3aMETHUB Y iBepeil COOpYXEHHUS
KaKoe-TO >XXWBOTHOE CEepO-3eJIEHOTO LiBeTa, MOYTH B
yesoBeyecKUit pocT. CyllecTBO HallOMHHaJIO Heyaau-
Hbl rMO6pua Kpaba ¢ 4epHBIM TapaKaHOM, a ero 6nec-
TAWMI poOroBoi MaHUKpb 6ecCNOpPHO [OKa3biBaI, YTO
OHO MMEET O[HO M TO X€ IPOMUCXOXIEHHE, YTO U MO-
poHbI. 2KaHy MoKa3ajioch, YTO OTPOMHBIE [J1a3a TBapH C
HEHAaBUCTbIO YCTaBWJIMCb Ha MOHMTOD.

OH HepBHO YycMmexHysncsi. HecMoTps Ha TO, yTO
nepea HMM GBUIO BCErO JIMIIB M306paxKeHHe, ClelaH-
HOe, BEpPOSITHO, HECKOJIKO JIHEH, a TO U HeAe/lb TOMY
Hazan, ’KaH Bce-Taky ellle pa3 B3MJISHYJ Ha JABeEpb,
yTOOBI YOEAHUTBCS, YTO CYLIECTBO HE MPOrpPhI3IO CTAIb-
HY10 TieperopoakKy M He NMPOHMKIJIO B KPENoCTb.

Koraa TapakaHo-kpab, HaKOHeLl, MPEKPaTH/l CBOU
6eccMbICieHHBIE TONBITKU TNpOAeIaTh OTBEPCTHE B,
OOLUMBKE KpENnocTH K, HEyKIIOXe INOACKaKUBasi, yaa-
JIUICS MpoYb, H306paxkeHne ucuessio. XKaH cobupaics
yXe BBIKJIIOYHTb MOHHMTOP, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT KaMepa
CHOBa aBTOMaTHYeCKH BKJIIOYWIACh, 6ejiecoBaTO-Cephie
TOJIOCHl CTaOUNU3NPOBAJIUCH, U Ha dKpaHe ONATb BO3-
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HUKIIO H306paxeHne. OKa3aock, YTO CYylIECTBO, YAd-
JIMBLIMCH Ha JOOpbIX TpUALATb-COPOK ll1aros, 3a6aBHO
nepeiBUrasi KOHeYHOCTH, Tenepb KapabkKanoch Ha-YC-
TyN, OTAENSABLUIMIA €ro OT KpernocTH.

HeoxnpaHHO Ha 3KpaHe YTO-TO MPOMENIbKHYJIO,
KaKasi-TO sipKas BCHbILIKA B HeGe, KOTOPYIO eABa ycrnena
3aceyb kamepa. Cepe6pHcToe cBeyeHHe OLICTPO MpUGIH-
XaJjochb, 3aTeM Ha MrHOBEHME MCYeaslo, NMOTOM MNOSIBH-
JIOCh BHOBb M, NMPEBPaTUBILIUCH B TOHKUI HEMepeHOCH-
MO-ApKHit Jiyu, ynajio ¢ He6a, KOCHYBLUIUCh TMT@HTCKOTO
TapakaHa. Ha cexyHny 2KaHy nokasanocb, 6yATO 3KpaH
BOCIUIAMEHWICS, U OH 3aXMYPWICS, ITOYTH OCJIENHYB.
PasoMkHyB Beku, XKaH yBHUIeN, YTO CylIECTBO MCYE3No,
a TaM, rae OHO TOJIbKO YTO CTOSUIO, ABIMWIACh OKpa-
LIeHHast KpoBblo 3emisi. CeKyHAbl ABE Kaip ellie OCTa-
BaJIcsl Ha 3KpaHe, 3aTeM H3o0paxeHue noracno, U 2KaH
‘BHOBb YCJIBILLIANT MEJIONWYHOE TMOLIeSIKUBaHUe. BeposiT-
HO, TUIaHep, yJeTea, a 6Gonblle 3a 3TO BpeMsi He Ipo-
M30LLJIO HUYETO 3acy>XHBAIOLEr0O BHUMaHMsI.

OnHako >KaH elye JOAro B 3alyM4YMBOCTH CMOTpE
Ha MaJIeHbKM# MoraciiMi MOHMTOp. DTO NMPOUCLIECTBHE
JOBOJIBHO $ICHO MOKa3aJio eMy, HacCKOJIbKO TOHOK Jief,
O KOTOpOoMYy OH aBuraicsi. [loka HUKTO He 3HaJl O Cy-
LLIECTBOBAHMH 3TOM KpernocTH — HU B CBoGOAHOI 30He,
HH C TOW, OpYTOi, CTOPOHBI, — HO I[e rapaHTHs, YTO
TaK 6ynmer Bcerna? Kakas-HuOyab AocaaHasi HeJIENocTh,
Bpoae Jo6onbITcTBa J11060i1 6€3MO3IJI0M TBapH, OOHAX-
bl MOXeT Bce UcrnopTuTh. JKaH Gosuicsa naxe noaymatb
0 TOM, yTO 6B MpoOM3OLLIO, ecnu OBl TUIaHEp 3aMeTH
CYLLIECTBO HEMHOTO paHblie, KOT4a OHO HaXOOWIOCh B
HenocpeACTBEHHOM 6IM30CTH OT KpenoctH. ’KaH 3HaJl,
YTO KpENnoCThb pacroJjiaraeT Opy>XHeM, CocOOHbIM YHHY-
TOXMUTD IJIaHEJIET, CJIOBHO Haloe[UTMBYIO MyXy. OH Tak-
X€ NpeKpacHO NMOHHMMaJ, YTO 3JIEKTPOHHBIH MO3r CO-
OpYXEHHs Bpsii JIM pacueHHN Obl ymap Jnasepa.Kak
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NposiBNieHUEe ApYyxeckKoro pacnosyoxeHnsi. Korna KaH cam
BrepBble MPOHMK CIoNa, ero JIo6oNbITCTBO eiBa HE CTO-
W10 eMy XH3HM. U 3TO HenpeMeHHO OBl MPOM3OLLIO,
ecnu Obl OH He Jorafjajics KOe-yYTo NMpeanpHHATb. Tonb-
ko Gnaropapsi cBoeit HaxomuuBocTH XKaH Bce eile Mor
HaXOAMUTBCS 30ECh.

B nepBblii rom, mnocje TOro Kak OH OOHapyXHi
coopyxeHue U Jobuicsi, 4yTo6bl OHO BITYCTHMJIO €ro
BHYTPb, 2KaH MOJIb30BAJICS MM HMCKIIOYHMTENBHO Kak
y6exHuileM Ha ciydait ornmacHocTH. MHoraa oH npogso-
OUJ 30eCb HOYM HampoJjieT, HUYero He pgenasl, npe-
laBasicb MeuTam W pasmbiuuris. [paBma, Toraa XKax
ObIN elle COBCEM MaJIeHBKHM.

OnHako B TeyeHMUe MOCJAEeIHUX ABYX JIeT OH Hayas
1Iar 3a 1aroM MCCleoBaTh TaltHbl KpenocTtu. KoHeuHo,
Mo CpaBHEHMIO C TeM, 4TO JKaH elle He 3Hal, 3TO 6BUIO
Karuteit B Mope. Ho mocteneHHO KaXIblif CeKpeT, KOTo-
pblif OH pasraablBajl, KaXablii Mpubop, neiicTBHe KOTO-
poro OH HayMHaJ MOHMMaTh, KaXObIH anmapar, KOTO-
PbIM OH Hay4WICs! TIOJIB30BAaThCS, 3HAYUTEJIHHO obMieryam
ero npoaBHXkeHHe Briepen. 2KaH He COMHEBAICH, YTO
roja yepe3 Ba, B KpaifHEM cJIyyae TpH, OH CyMeeT ToJI-
HOCTBHIO OBR/IANETh BCEMH ceKpeTamu Kpernoctu. M Tor-
na... ToHkas ynbiOKka npocTtynana Ha rybax XKaHa, koraa
OH AyMajl O GOJBLIOM Y3KOM LWIMHApPE M3 CTeK/Ia C
TIEPEIMBAIOLIMMCS 3€JIEHBIM KPHCTA/UTOM BHYTpH, O6Ha-
PY>XEHHOM MM Hall CBOeH IOJIOBOi B MNMOJYKPYIJIOW Bpa-
wamouweics Gamenke. 2KaH 6bU1 yBepeH, YTO MMEHHO
30eCh CKDBIT CEKpeT JIa3epHOIo OpYXHs, HO FOKa He
TIPEACTAB/ISUT, Kak OHO GyHKUMOHMpPYeT. OfHaKO OH elle
BCE y3HaeT, M BOT TOTAA...

«Torma, — nmomyman YKaH, — cCJIeQyIOLIEMY OXOT-
HHUKY, SBUBILEMYCSI HEMHOTO nopa3spieybscsi B CoGos-
HOM 30He, MpHAETCA HeCHagKo. YX OH-TO TOJYYMT
BCE "CITOJIHa».
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XKaH oTorHan oT cebsi 3Ty MBICJIb U COCPENOTOUNICA
Ha TOM, YTO B OGILEM-TO MU CTAO NMPUYMHOM €ro CErof-
HalHero Bu3uTa. IlocnemHuit pa3, Gnarogaps uMcTOM
CNy4yaHOCTH, OH MOHsUI, KaK BKJIIOYAeTcsl IMaBHbIA BbI-
YHCJIUTENBHBINM LEHTP. [0 CHX MOp Ha BCE €ro BbICTYKH-
BaeMble Ha KJIaBMaType BOMPOCHI M TNMpHKa3aHUs NpUGop
yNpsiIMO BbLIABAT OAHY M Ty Xe CTpaHHYIO ¢pa3y: «He-
‘npaBuabHbLIM KoA. JlocTyn 3akpeim». ONHAKO B TeueHHe
nocneaHux MecsiueB 2KaH 03HaKOMWICS ¢ paGoToi HeKo-
TOPLIX MUHHM-KOMITBIOTEPOB M 6bUI MOUTH YBEPEH: €CIHU Y
HEro XBaTHUT CWI1 U BpeMEHH, TO M 3TOT OoJbLIOI anmna-
paT CKOpO OTKpOET eMy CBOM TaiHbl. BripoueM, 4ero-
yero, a BpeMeHH y 2KaHa 6bUTO B M3ObITKE.

BxilouMB anmapar, oH Hayraa Habpan Ha KiaBHa-
Type  HECKOJNIbKO 1Udp M OYKB MU pa3rHEBaHHO YCTa-
BHJICA Ha BCE TOT Xe CTEPEOTHITHBIN OTBET, IMPOKIIH-
Hasi BeCb MUp, caMoro cebst, Y4epHEIX GOroB MOPOHOB,
a TaKke OOBUHSS BCEX U BCS B CBOEM IOUYTH TOJTHOM
He3HaHUM KoMbioTepoB. [la, B CBo6oaHo# 30He ObliH
-MaJIeHbKHE BbIYMCJIUTEJIbHbIE MalUMHKH, KOTOpbIE MO-
MOTaJIM pellaTh jJierkue 3agauku. Ho cpaBHMBaTh HX C
BBIYMCJINTENILHBIM LIEHTPOM — 3TO BCE pPaBHO YTO OTO-
XAECTBJIATh €ro BEJMKOJIENHbIII MOTOKap C TeM, cle-
JJaHHBIM M3 [lepeBsillieK CaMOKaTOM, Ha KoTopoM KaH
KaTajicsi B AETCTBeE.

OH 3aKkphiN [J1a3a, CTapasCh OTKJIIOYUTBCA OT BCEX
MbICJIe/; 3aTeM BHOBb CKJIOHWICSI Hall KJIaBHaTypoM.
XaH caenas MONBITKY HayaTb C MPOCTHIX TPEX3HAYHBIX
yuces, OMHO 3a APYrMM Habupas ux Ha myabte. He-
*XHble NepeyuBbl KOJIOKOJIBYMKOB, MOC/IeN0BaBLINXE MOC-
Jie Habopa yucna 117, 3actaBunu ero 3amepeTb. Berpe-
BOXEHHO, NMOYTH HcNyraHHo 2KaH B3MISIHYN1 BBEPX, IMKO
OCMOTpeJICS HU... B3APOTHYJ, 3aMETHUB, KaKk caM coboi
BKJIIOYMJICSI OOMH M3 TpeX IIaBHbIX MOHUTOpOB. Ilo-
BEPHYB CHAIEHbE U MOAABILUKCH BCeM TeoM Breped, XKaH
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BITMJICS 1a3aMM B 3KpaH. DTO OKa3aics OfMH M3 Tex
NpUGOpOB, B TPUHLIMUIE OEHCTBUS KOTOPOTO OH TOJIb-
KO-TOJIbKO Haua pa3buparbcsi. OnHaXasl, KaxeTcsl, ron
TOMY Ha3af, Koraa Bo BpeMsi oXoThl 2KaH 3abpajics ciona,
3TOT NpUOOp TOXE BKIIOUMIICA caM coboi. C Tex mop
NpoLIOo AOBOJILHO MHOTO BpeMeHH, mnpexae yem >KaH
TOHSIJT 3HAYeHHE STUX KPOLUEYHBIX BCIbIXMBAIOLINX
WHOMKaTOpoB, koMOuHaumu uudp u 6ykB. Ero 6yk-
BJIbHO NMPOH3MWJIa MBICJIb O TOM, YTO BCE€ 3TH JaTYHUKH
PErMCTPUPYIOT IHEPreTUUECKYI0O IMMCCHIO JIa3epHbIX
3apsnoB. Beirnsaesluee Ha nepBblif B3MJIAL COBEpLIEH-
HO ©eccMBbICIEHHBIM MeJbKaHME YepTouek, JIMHHH,
KBaJIpaTOB, KPYIrOB U KPeCTHKOB INpH 6ojiee BHUMATENIb-
HOM pacCMOTPEHHH OKa3aJloChb KOMMbIOTEPHBIM H306pa-
XEeHHUEM OJn3jiexalliMX OKPEeCTHOCTEH, LIEHTP KOTOPbIX
o6pa3oBbIBasla caMa KpENnocTb, a MECTHOCTb TpeacTaB-
Jsna coboit Kpyr AMaMeTpoM B AOGpPBIX MSATb MWIb.

«Cyast no BceMy, Iae-TO 3eCh, BeposiTHee BCEro
HE Jajibllie TPEX MHJIb OT KPErOCTH, MpOrpeMes BhICT-
pen nasepa», — oesoMiaeHHo nogyMan XKaH. U, Bu-
AVMO, He OAMH: MaJIeHbKMH KpacHbI{ MHAUKATOp BCE
€lle BCMbIXHBaJI, a 3KpaHbl B NMPaBOM HUXXHEM YTy C
OrpOMHOI CKOPOCTbIO 3aNOJHSUIMCh LiMppaMH U OGyk-
BaMM, 3HayeHHE KOTOPhIX MO-TIPEXHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh
IUIsl Hero TaMHOM 3a CEMBIO MeYaTIMH.

2KaH 4yBcTBOBaJI ceb cOBEpLIEHHO COUTBIM C TOM-
Ky. IlocnenHsis oxota MpoBOOWJIAach He Aajiee KaK TPH
IHs ToMy Ha3al. HecMOTps Ha To, UTO Ha caMOM Jieie
He CYLUEeCTBOBaJIO KaKMX-TO ocobbix mpaBui, 2KaH elue
HUKOIJAa B XMU3HM He BHUIEN, YTOObl OHa yCTpauBaJiach
yalue yeM pa3 B IBe Helenu. B KOHIle KOHLIOB, B pac-
YeTbl OXOTHMKOB HE BXOIWIO OOECKPOBHUTHL 3OHY.

" Y10 Xe TOrAa, YyepT BO3bLMH, BCE TO MOTIJIO 3HAYUTH?

XKan npopomxajil HeOTPHIBHO CNEAUTHh 3a MeJibKa-

HHEeM MaJleHbKOM KpacHOW JlaMnoyku. MHHyTa-apy-
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rass — ObICTpble BCMbILIKH MaJIeHbKOrO OrOHbKa CTalu
HEMHOTO peXe M, HaKOHELl, NMOJIHOCTbIO NMPEKPATHIINCE.
’KaH Hampsarcs, noaymMaB O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAMBIIEE
CHapY>XHM He TMOXOAWJIO Ha OObLIYHYIO OXOTY.

[Mpouwio cliie HEMHOro BpeMEHMU, MpEXAE YEM OH
OCTOPOXXHO MPOTSAHYJI PYKY M KOCHYJICSI KJIaBMIUM Haj
MoHuTOpoM. [locnplluiajscs nerkud Tpeck, 3aTeM U3
Npope3u Mol 3KPaHOM BbITUIbUI JIUCT OyMaru, Ha Ko-
TopoM 2XKaH OOHapyXuJ yMeHblleHHOoe rpaduueckoe
u3obpaxeHHe BCEro, YBUAEHHOIO MM Ha MOHMTOPpeE.
TouHble KOOpAMHAThI .3aMEpPEHHBbIX DHEPreTUYECKUX
pa3psnoB OblIM JaHbl MPU NMOMOIUM Npubopa, PUKCH-
PpYIOLLIEro pacCTOSIHUE Y HarpaBli€HHE. BbICTPEJIOB.

CxBaTUB JIMCTOK, 2KaH aKKypaTHO CJOXMWJ €ro M
3aCyHyJl B HarpyZHO! KapMmaH KypTKu. 3aTeM OH Ipu-
IUPUYMBO OCMOTpEN OpYyXue, ybeauBIUUCb, YTO OHO
3apsKEHO, M, MMPOBEPUB HAIMUHKE 3a IOSICOM ABYX pe-
3epBHBLIX 0O00OWM, NMOKMHYJ KPENOCTh.



{JIABA 2

B mepBblit MOMeHT YepuTH Bpsig i cMoria Obl
ONpeNeNNTb, KTO pacTepsiyiCs CHIbHEee — OHa caMa WIH
xpuua-11llait BMecTe ¢ CONMPOBOXIABUIMMU €€ MYTaH-
Tamu.

TemM He MeHee IMraHTCKMM HacCeKOMBIM YAAJIOCh
ObICTpee CMpPaBUTBLCA C BbI3BAHHBIM HEOXHIAHHOCTBIO
wokoM. OAMH M3 HUX, TOJKHYB XPHLY Ha MOJ, ABY-
Msl APYTMMH KOHEYHOCTSIMM BLEMWICA B €OWHCTBEH-
HbI BUCEBLUHI Ha HEM NpeaMeT ONEXIbI: Y3KUHA Me-
TAUIMYECKUI TNOsIC, U3 KOTOPOro TOpYallMi CTPaHHOM
¢dopMbl nNpukiNaabl HEU3BECTHOro opyxus. Bropoi
MYTaHT M3[aJ pe3KHil CBUCT U GpPOCWICS Ha INEPBOro
nomnasllUerocss eMy Ha rjlaza MpoTMBHMKa — [ypka.

Yeputn Kasaroch, YTO BpeMs OCTAHOBWJIOCh, OJlHa-
KO OHa Bce BUAesa M chblliana. Ee cosHanue pabGoTtano
OBICTPO M TOYHO, B OTJIMYHE OT Tejla, MEUIEHHO U HeyK-
JIIOXe NMOAYMHABLUErocsl NMpuKa3aM pa3yMa. YepuTH rno-
NbITajlack OPOCUTBLCS B CTOPOHY, YBJIeKast 3a coboi Hat
u Ckannepa, HO ee IBUXEHHs ObUTH TaK CKOBaHbI, CJIOB-
HO BO3JyX BADYT MpEBPaTWJICA B HEBMIMMBIA JIMIKUH
cuporn. YepHUTH ycnena 3aMeTHTh, KaK MypaBbH MOJTHH-
€HOCHBIM NBHXEHHEM BBIXBATHIIM M3-3a I105iCA OPYXMeE,
HanpaBuB ero Ha Hee W Ckannepa. OHa mpeKpacHO TMo-
HMMaJsa, 4YTO CTOMT el TOJIBLKO TIOILEBENUTBCS, ¥ UM BCEM
npunet KoHel. O Boxe! Yeputn 3Haa, yto 3TH Gectnn
oYeHb ObICTpbI, HO yTOObI HacTtonbko!.. Eii kasajoch
YyIOM TO, YTO HMKTO M3 HHX ellle He MNorub.

«Mera-BouH». — ¢ yxacoM nogymana Yeputu. B 1y
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K€ CEeKyHIy BblLIEAIINA U3 TPAHCTIOPTHOIO MOMYNS elle
HE COBCEM CTAaOWIM3MPOBaBLUMICS, UCTEKAIOLLMI KPOBbBIO,
NnoyepHeBLIXHi, ¢ 06yrIeHHbIMH 0OpyOKaMH BMECTO pYK,
Mera-BOMH BBITIpIMWICS M Gpocuncst Ha Ckaanepa.

MypaBeit-MyTaHT 3aMep, YBUIEB Hecylleecs BIie-
pen oneroe B 60eBOi1 KOCTIOM cyliecTBo. Bocnoinb3o-
BaBLUMCb 3TUM 3aMellaTeJbCTBOM, YepHTH NMOACKOYH-
aa K Hat u, yBiekas ee 3a co6oit, 6pocuiach Ha MNoi.
CKoJ/Ib3HYB BHITAHYTOI pyko# no miedy Ckannepa, oHa
OTTOJIKHYJIa ero B CTOpOHy. OQHako Mera-BOMH yxe
CXBaTHJI MHIEHLA 3a NOsC M IUIEYM W MOAHSI, CJIOBHO
KyKJly, BBepX, COOMpascCh LIBLIpDHYTh 06 cTeHy. Ckal-
Aep KpM4Yajl, MOJIOTHJI MO HEMY KyjJaKaMH, HO HeHc-
TOBCTBYIOLIUIH THUraHT, Kas3ajoCb, COBEPLIEHHO He
olfylan yaapos, 6e3 BUIAMMBIX YCWIMIH yaepXXuBasi Haj
rOJIOBOH NBYXMETPOBOIO BEP3UITY.

Ha xakoe-To MrHoBeHMe B3IJIsilbl MEra-BOMHa M
MYTaHTa BCTPETWINCh, U YepHUTH 3aMeTIIa NPOMETbKHYB-
llee B rasax o6OMX OTHO M TO X€ BbIpAXXEHHUE — MOYTH
rpaHHYalliee C YXKacoOM PacTepSTHHOTO YOWBJIEHHS.

Pa3bsipeHHO WMNA M pa3MaxhBash HaxOAMBLUMMCH
y Hero B Jlallax OpPYXHEM, MypaBeil cXBaTWJ ABYMs
IPYrHMHM KOHEYHOCTSIMHM [Ba OCTaBIUMUXCS JIYYEBbIX
nucronera. B Ty Xe ceKyHIDy Mera-BoWH WIBLIPHY
pbryaiero Ckainepa, CIOBHO XHBOW CHapsil, B TH-
FaHTCKYIO TBapb.

CTpaluHbiif LUyM, KOTOPbIi MPOU3BENH HaGPOCHB-
uMecsl Ipyr Ha Ipyra NpOTHMBHMKHM, 3acTaBWwi YepuTH
3acTOHaTh. PyxHyBLUMIt Ha MyTaHTa Ckapuep oT6po-
CHJI €ro B mepexoll, U3 KOTOpOro TOT TOJIBKO YTO Bbi-
wen. JIBa nyyeBbIX IMUCTOJIETa U3 MMEBLLUMXCSI Y MOH-
CTpa YEThIpeX BBUIETEJIM Y MypaBbsl U3 Jiall, U3 TPETLETO
MOJIBIXHY/l Y3KMI SINIOBUTO-3€JICHBIH JIyd M, WIMIIA,
KOCHYJICSI BepXHeil nepeOOpKH, OCTaBMB B Heil He6OoJb--
woe, BEJIMYMHOM C Ky/laK OTBEPCTHE.
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Ckapgep 6ecroMOLIIHO MOKaTH/CA o mojy, yaa-
PUICA O CTEHY M OCTAICS HEMOABHXHO JiexaTb, THXO
NOCTaHbIBas.

Mexay TeM Mera-BOMH MOILHBIM NPbLDKKOM H0-
CTUT NOBEPXEHHOro MypaBbsi, KOTOpbIii, MU3BHUBAACH
BCEMH 1UECTbIO KOHEYHOCTSIMH, TNBITAICA BCTaThb Ha
Horu. OfHaKo KakK HU MOJIHMEHOCHbI OBbUIM IOBHXKe-
HHS TMTAaHTCKOTO HAaceKOMOTo, Y HEro He OCTaBaJIOCh
HU Majieilliero laHca CIIpaBUTbCS C 3TOMX MOLUHOM
6oeBoil MalIMHOM. Mera-BOMH HaBIWJICA Ha Hero,
OTTOJKHYB KOHEYHOCTb, CXHMaBIUYIO TPeTHIl MHUCTO-
Jser. MypagBeil NMpULIENWICS W3 MOCAELHEro OcCTaBlue-
rocsi opyXwsl, HO Mera-BOHH MOJIHHEHOCHO YBEPHYJI-
Csl M OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY, TaK YTO Ja3epHbIi Jy4
OCTaBWJI JIMLIb ABIMSILLYIOCS OTMETHHY Ha €ro KypTke.

HUcnonb3yss cBoe OYeBHAHOE NMPEUMYLIECTBO, BOUH
CXBaTWJl MyTaHTa 3a KOHEYHOCTb U PE3KHM IBHXXEHHEM
pasopBan ee Ha yacTH. [log ero majbUamMu NMPOYHBIH,
KaK CTajlb, XMTHH TPECHY/ CJIOBHO XpPYTKOE€ CTEKJIO.

MypaBeii MCNyCTHJ BBICOKMI XaJOGHbIH CBMCT,
aTasicb, MOMBITAJICA TMOAHSATHCH, HO, MOJYOCJEIHYB
oT 60/1M U 3100bI, CHOBa pPyxXHyn Ha noi. [Ipu atom
O[MH W3 ero KOrTeit — OCTpBIi, KaK HOX, pOroBOH
WHM — riy6oKo BMUJCS B IUIeYO NMPOTHUBHHUKA. 3aabl-
xasicb oT 60JM, Mera-BOMH CXBaTHJl TOHKYIO KOHeY-
HOCTb M C XpYCTOM OTOpBaJl €€ OT TYJIOBHMILA.

BDTO OKasaJIoCh Yepecyyp Aaxe [ TaKO# yxXac-
HOit TBapH. MypaBeif ckopumiicsi Ha mony U 6e33Byd-
Ho 3atux. Bcsi 6uTBa mpomosxanach He Gojiee ABYX-
TpEX CEeKyHA.

YepuTH ¢ TpyAOM moaHsiack Ha Horu. IToka mera--
BOMH, MOTHpasi rojiopy, CMOTpeJl Ha Hee, OHa B OTya-
SIHAM OIJIsAblBallaCh BOKPYI, HalesiCb OTbICKaTb XOTb
KaKoe-HHOYIb OPYXHE, YTOGBI OCTAHOBHTD 3TY XHBYIO
60€eByIO0 MalliMHY.
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B npyrom xoHue nomemenust I'ypk cMelHO mpbi-
raj nepen TAHYBIUMMHUCS K HEMY KOHEUHOCTSIMM BTO-
poro MypaBbsi, KOTOpDbIi, Ka3aloCb, COBEPIUEHHO He
3aMeyall TOro, YTo CJHY4YHJIOCh C ero ToBapuiueM. [1po-
SBNsAsA YyJdeca JIJOBKOCTH, KapJIMKY MOoKa yaaBajloCh yC-
KOJib3aTh OT MyTaHTa. OQHaKO MCIOJIMHCKOE HaceKo-
MO€ pacnoJjiarajo He TOJIbKO NOTOJHUTENbHON MNapoit
PYK, KOTOpPbIMHM MbITAJIOCh CXBaTHUTb ['ypka, HO U He-
M3pacXolOBaHHLIM 3afnacoM 3HEpruM. MoHCTp Meln-
JIEHHO 3aroHs1 KapjMKa B Yrojl KOMHaTbl, Tle YXe
HUYTO HE MOIJIO MoMellaTh eMmy cxBaTUTb [ypka M
pacTep3aTb Ha MecTe.

CpenaB oTyastHHBIM MNpbLIXOK, YepuTH cxBaTHia
MYTaHTa TaM, TOe Yy JIIOAeil HaXOAMUTCS TJIeYyo, U M30
BCeX CHUNl oTbpocuna ero Hasag. OHa eaBa JIM cMora
Obl TPOJOJXUTb CXBaTKy, HO HamageHWe CBOeil He-
OXHOAHHOCTBIO MPOM3BENO OlUENOMSIOWNI 3ddexT.
Ypap okasaicsi IOCTaTOYHO CHJIEH, M 4yOOBMLUE, NO-
KayHYBIIUCh, OCTaHOBHWJIOCh. ['YpK c/laGo BCKPHKHYJ
M, YBEpPHYBLIUCH OT KOTTeif MOHCTpa, Gpocuiicsi be-
XaTb, COBEpLUasl HEOXHAAHHO OOJbLUINE MPBIXKH.

TonkHyB yynosuiue, YepuTH CKOJB3HY/Ia pYKaMH
MO I1aJKOMY XHTHHOBOMY MaHLMpIO M, TOTEPSB paB-
HOBecHe, ynajia. Tenepb, 6€CIOMOLUHO JieXa Ha ToJTy,
OHa Habilofana, Kak orpoMHasi 6ecTyusi MoBepHy/ach K
He#, NPOTSHYB BCE CBOM YEThIpe KOHEYHOCTH. UepuT
MHCTUHKTHBHO OTKAaTHJIaCb B CTOpPOHY M, 3alluyiuas
JIMUO, 3aKpbUla ero pykaMu. CTajbHble KOITH MYTaHTa
OCTaBWJIM NIyOOKHMeE IMOJIOCH Ha NMTOBEPXHOCTH MNoJa, Kak
pa3 B TOM MecCTe, Ile TOJbKO YTO HaxOOMJIach ee roJio-
pa. UepuTH 3aMeTHIa KpaeM Iia3a, YTO TBapb FOTOBMT-
Ccs1 HaHeCTH BTOpOM yaap, u ycrnenaa GJIOKMpPOBaThb €ro
HWDKHE! 4acThl0 PYKHM, OCTAHOBMB TpexXIajlyl0 KOHeu-
HOCTb C OCTPBIMH, KaK HOX, KOTTAAMH, KOKIBIA U3 KO-
TOpBIX JOCTHIal He MeHee TIATH CaHTHMETPOB.
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Ynap okasancsi Tak CHJIEH, YTO Mpasast pyka Ye-
PUTH OHEMeNa M TOBHMCJA, KaK HEXHBas. O)\(H}'B.OT
6onu, YeputH oTCTynwia Hasaj, ydbequBlUUCh B TLUET-
HOCTH cBOMX ycwiaui. C TaKMM Xe YCNeXOM MOXHO
6UTL pyKaMM IO cKaje: MOKphITOoe MaHUMpEM TeNO
MOHCTpa OCTaBaJloCb HEYSI3BUMBIM.

HUspaB auKyollee ILLIMIEHWE, MYTAaHT HaBUC Hajg
YepuTH, NpUroTOBUBLIKMCH K pellaiolieMy yraapy. He-
OXMIaHHO 3a ero CMHHOH BhIpOCjia OrpoOMHasi TeHb. B
Ty XX€ MHHYTY Ha LUel0 MypaBbsl OITyCTWJIaCh U3yBEYEH-
Hasi KpOBOTOYalllasi pyKa Mera-BOMHa M C CWIOMH, KOTo-
poit He MOIJIO TPOTUBOCTOSITh AaXe 3TO YXaCHoe COo-
3faHue, pBaHyJa Hasaa. YepuTH ycibiluajla CyXoi Tpeck
pBylLerocsl aHUMpst yynoBHWiua. JIukyolllee 1MneHye
TYT K€ CMEHMJIOCh HAamoJIHEHHbIM O6OJIbI0 BHU3IOM W
NPOH3UTEILHBIM CBUCTOM. Mera-BOMH HaHec ellle TpH
MOJIHMEHOCHBIX yaapa, 3aCTaBUBLUMX MyTaHTa OTCTYNWTb
W 3allaTaTbCs, 3aT€M MOIUHBIM JBMXEHHMEM OOPYLIWI
TBepAble, KaK CTaJib, KyJlakM Ha uepen MypaBbsi. Yynmo-
BUILE U3JAIO0 MOCIAEAHUN XaJIOOHBII CBUCT, WIEHBI €ro
KOHBYJIbCUBHO 33JIeprajliCh, U MYTaHT CKOpYWICS Ha
MoJty, MoOMXaB MoA cebss KOHEYHOCTH, CJIIOBHO MapHO-
HETKa, Y KOTOpOH OIHYy 3a JpYroy Iepepe3ajii HUTKH.

CeKyHIy-IpYTYI0O MEra-BOMH OCTaBaJICsl HEMOABHX-
HBIM, 3aTeM TOKauyHyiCsl, CAenan MoCHeqHHMI war u,
yaapMBLUMCh 06 CTeHy, HayaJl MEIJIEHHO OITYCKaThCs
BHM3. Ero siMuo npeacrapisuio co6oit CIUIOLIHYIO MacKy
6071 ¥ MaHUKH, KPOBb MOTOKaMH XJIeCTajla U3 JECAT-
Ka riyboOKMX paH, KaXmnas M3 KOTOPBIX OKa3ajlaCh Obl
CcMepTeNibHOW 1JIsi 06BIKHOBEHHOro uenoBeka. Ho
B3I/ISII MEra-BOMHa ellle CBepKaJl, CJIOBHO XHU3Hb U30
BCEX CWJI Boposlachb B HEM M HE XOTeja yracaTb.

MrHoBeHye Yeputn cMOTpena BOMHY MpsSMO B [J1a3a.
«ITOT yesioBeK OBbUT €€ BparoM, — pacTepssHHO OyMana
OHa, — CaMbIM OMAacHHIM IMPOTHMBHUKOM, C KOTOPbIM et
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Korza-nn6o. NpUXoAWIOCh UMETb OEJI0, XXUBbIM POOOTOM,
oTrnpasjieHHbIM CTOyHOM 32 HUMM B TMOTFOHIO ¥ TOTOBBIM
nipecyiefoBaTh UX 10 Apyroro kKpas [amaktuku. Bripouew,
3TO ObUI JaXe He YeJIOBeK, a MallMHa-youitua».

OnHako B ero B3misiae YepuTH He 3aMeTHNa HU
BPaXIeOGHOCTH, HY THEBa, HU XOJIOAHOM, MOUYTH aBTO-
MaTHYECKOil PELIMMOCTH, TMPOSIBJIEHHOH WM CEeroaHs,
a JULb Gonb, Gosiee rIyBOKYIO, YeM NMpocTo dusnyec-
KOe CTpafaHWe. DTO ObUI B3N PacTepPsIHHOrO 4eJyo-
BEKa, Y KOTOPOro YKpajid YTO-TO OYE€Hb BaXHOE, BO3-
MOXHO, €JMHCTBEHHOE, BO 4YTO OH [0 CHX IOp BEPHII.

Korga Mera-BOMH BBIHBIDHYJ M3 TPaHCMMTTEpa M
Habpocuncsi Ha Ckagnepa, YepuTH He MCMbITHIBaNA
HHUuero, Kpome ctpaxa. OqHako ceiiyac OHa COMHeBa-
Jlach, HYXHO nM 6osAThcsl 3TOro 4yenoseka. [IpaBna,
HECMOTpPSI Ha CBOE YXXAaCHOE COCTOSIHME, OH TMO-Ipe-
XXHeMy ObU1 crnocobeH NMOAHATLCS Ha HOTU M YOUTH ee
C TaKOM Xe JIErKOCThbIO, C KakOi pacrpaBHJCS C ABY-
MS1 TUTAHTCKMMM HaCEeKOMBIMH.

Ho uto-TO yamepxusaio ero. Yrto-To, yTO...

B 3Ty MHMHYTY TOHKMI OCJIENMUTENIbHO-6eNbIi JIyY
KOCHYJICSl TPYAHM Mera-BoWHa. BoMH BbIpsiMuMiICA U CO
cOaBleHHBIM KPHMKOM KauHyJ/Iicsi Brepen. Ha creny 3a
€ro CNHUHOM M3 MPOXXKEHHOro Jla3epOM OTBEPCTHSA
XJBIHYJI CTYCTOK OCTaBlieicsi B poborte 3Heprum. Pac-
KaJIEHHBbIN JOKpacHa KaMeHb 3acBeTHICs. VI3 mpuKpbI-
TO YepHOM KypTKOW Ipyau Mera-BOMHAa yAapuiio ruia-
Ma. OH ynan W, cTeHas. Hayajl KaTaTbCsl IO Moy,
MBITasiICh MOracuTh OroHb. OfHAaKO, KOTAA €ro royoBbl
KOCHYJICS BTOPO# JIy4, BOMH CHOBa MOMHSIJICSI HA HOTH.

YepuTu oTnpsHysa B CTOpOHY. B mByx meTpax ot
cebs ona sametrnia AGH Onb 'ypka. [TogHsB nyyeBoii
MUCTOJIET, KOTOPbIIl Mera-BOMH BBIOWJ U3 DYK MYTaH-
Ta, OH OMNATb HanpaBWJI €ro Ha paHeHoro, co6upasch
BLICTPEJIUTb B TPETHH pa3.
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— Het! — BockiukHyna YeputH.

Ho rHom paxe He mosesn 6poBbio. llIMpoko pac-
CTaBUB HOTHM, OH OGEMMH pyKaMHU CXHMaJl MHCTOJET,
MBITAsICh KaK CJIefyeT NPULEJIUTbCA. DTo GbUia OOBIY-
Has GoeBasi no3a YeputH, Kotopyto I'ypK, HaBepHsKa,
Mo3auMCTBOBaI y Hee. [J1a3a KapyiMka ropejiud HeHa-
Bucthlo. [loka I'ypk, OTCTynMB HEMHOro B CTOPOHY,
YyTOOBI CJIyUaitHO He paHUTb YepuTH, HaBOAWI Ha Mera-
BOMHA OpPYXHe, C HUM CTaIH IPOMCXONMUTH XYTKHE
yraioliue u3MeHeHusi. Her, oH mo-npexHeMy ocTa-
BaJICS1 KAapJINKOM, C OrPOMHOI4 rOJIOBO#, TOHKMMH pYY-
KaMH M MOKPBITBIM MOpPLIMHaMH JIULIOM, CJIOBHO MO-
3aMMCTBOBaHHBIM M3 KaKoro-HUGynb koMukca. OfgHako
3TOT OJOOGPOAYLIHbII, NIOOUBIUMIA MOLUYTUTh THOM NpS—
MO Ha rja3ax npeBpauiaicsi B 3JJOGHOro TpoJsulisi, OXBa-
YEHHOTO XaX o youiicTaa. oL

BeIcTpbIM NPBDKKOM YepUTH OKasalach MeXIy HHM
Y NOBEpXEHHbIM Mera-BoMHOM. U3peiras npokisaTHs,
I'YypK MOOHSUT MUCTOMET M NOCMOTPEN Ha HEE HCMene- -
JISIOIUUM B3IJISIAOM.

— Yto 310 3Hayut? TH uTO, couia ¢ yma?

He rosops HM cioBa, YepUTH pe3KUM ABUXEHHEM
BHIpBala OpYXHe y Hero u3 pyk. I'nasa I'ypka ymus-
JIEHHO pacCIIMPUIUCL M Ha OOJNI0 CEKYHAbl BHOBb
BCTIBIXHYJIM HEHaBMUCTBIO, KOTOpasi Ha CeH, pa3 mnpel-
Ha3HavyajaCb MCKIIIOYUTENbHO YepHTH.

— YT1o 3TO 3HAYUT? — MOBTOPHJI OH XPHIUIBIM IO-
JlocoM. — MBI JOMXHBI HenpeMeHHO y6uTh ero! Ecnu
OH CHOBa NpuIeT B cebsi, HaM BceM KoHew!

OrnsHyBIIKCh, YepuTH NocMoTpesia Ha MOBEPXEH-
Horo mera-BouHa. OH GoJiblIe HE LHEBEIWICS, NMOJ HUM
MEIUIEHHO PacIUlbIBAJIOCh TeMHOe NATHO. OnHaKo He-
CMOTpsl Ha 3TO, BOMH BCe €llie NMPEeACTaBJIsl ISl HUX
OMNacHOCTb.

I'ypk yMonstiolle - TOOHSIN PYKH. .
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— VY6eit ero! — OTYassHHO TNpOLUENTA] OH. — A
ec/iM He .MOXellub, Jail MHe, 1 caM NpPUKOHYY ero!
VY6eir ero, YeputH, WK OH pacnpaBUTCS C HaMH!

CexyHay YepuTH NpPUCTaIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha [Opo-
JKaBLIETrO BCEM TeJOM KapJiuKa, MOTOM MOBEPHYJach
M, oOOMEHSBLIKCH OBICTPBIM B3MJISIIOM CO CTOsIBLIEH Ha
KoneHsix Hat, 6pocuna eit nucroner. OYeBUAHO, B 3TOT
MoMeHT HaT eine He oco3Hana, YTO HYXHO AenaTb,
HO MHCTHHKTUBHO TIOAHSIB OpYyXMe, OHa HalpaBuWia
€ro Ha HETOIBMXHO Jiexallee Teso poboTa.

— Cneau 3a Hum! — npukasana Yeputn. — Ecau
OH COBEPLUHMT KaKylo-HHOYAb ITyNOCTb, MPUCTPEIH €ro.

Hst B 3ameluartenbcTBe KMBHyna. B masax I'ypka
OTpa3sWiICs HEMOW BONpOC, CIOBHO OH HE COBCEM IOHsLI,
KOro- MMEHHO MMeJia B BUIY YepuTH, oTaaBasi npukas.

MertHyBlIMCh K aBepu, Yeputn yGemunach, yTo
Xpuua-11lait, KOTOpylo MyTaHTbl GPOCHJIM Ha MOJI, NTOKa
He MNpEeACTaBNsieT WIS HUX HUKaKoi omacHocTH. OHa’
Jiexasna, MPUCIOHMBILMCh K CTEHE, C 3aCThIBLUMM CJIOB-
HO Macka, JIMLOM M ITyCThIM B3IJISIIOM BBHITapallleH-
HBIX CTEKJISIHHBIX M1a3. «Bpsig su xpuua Boobie mno-
HsJla, 4TO 3[IeCh NMPOU3OLUIO», — Mnoaymana Yeputy,
6LICTPBIM B3IJISAOM JaB AOHATH HaT, uTo6HI Ta clie-
IWia M 3a XeHUIMHOM, 3aTeM nogouna K Ckaanepy.

WUHpeel-xonu, NMocTaHbiBasi, MOCTEMEHHO MPUXO-
Ou B cebs1. Y Hero He GbUTO 3aMETHO BHIMMBIX MOB-
PEeXAEHUH, MWL U3 HeOONbUION paHKM Hajl JIEeBBIM
rja3oM coymiach kpoBb. OnqHako UYepuTH He 3a6bina,
C KaKHM YXaCHbIM IDOXOTOM OH YIapwicsl O MypaBbSl...

BrICTPO OMYyCTHBIUMCH Ha KOJIEHH, OHAa MSTKHM,
HO CMJIBHBIM JABHXeHHeM nosepHyaa Ckagnepa Ha
CMTHHY M OCTOPOXHO oulynaja ero Teno. I[lapy pa3
MHAeel NMOMOpLIMICA OT 60JM, HO MNoJ INOpBaHHOM
KOXaHoM oxexnoit YepuTH He oOHapyXujla HU Cepb-
€3HbIX TMOBPEXAEHHM, HH [MEepeIOMOB.
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— Moxelb nouieBeIuTs HoramMmu?

Ckannep KMBHYJ, MOATAHYJ KOJIEHH K IPYAM, IO-
TOM 6blci'po BBINpAMMUI MX. Ero JIMLIO TyT Xe MCKa3u-
J10Ch OT GonH.

— Jla, — NpPOCTOHaJl OH, — HO 3TO YEPTOBCKH
TpYIAHO.

YeputH ynblGHyIaCh.

— A s Bceraa cyurtaja, YTO MHACHLEBI BOOOLIE. He
WUCTBITHIBAIOT GOJH, MM 3TO He TaKk? — CIpOCHJIa OHa.

Ckanep CHOBa 3aCTOHaJl, C TPYAOM IOBEPHYJICA
Ha GOK M, OMMPAasIChb Ha PYKM, MOMBITAICS BCTaTb Ha
noarubarolecss KOJeHHU.

— DTO UYTO-TO HOBEHbKOE, — BBIOABWJI OH CKBO3b
cxartble 3yObl. — Hy Hu4ero, B cieaylouuit pa3 s 06s-
3aTenbHO Gyqy MMETb 3TO B BUAY.

C nomowbio YepUTH MHOEEH TSKENIO MOAHSJICS Ha
HOIM M CIejlan moJilara Hasaj, 3aTeM 3akpbUl [J1a3a,
cobupasich C CWJIaMH M OTAbIXass. YepUTH BHUMATENBHO
clieflIa 3a KaxnelM ero ABikeHueM. Eciu He cuurarth
Mera-BOMHa, KOTOPOro BpPSA JIM MOXHO Ha3BaTb Yejlo-
BekoM, Ckaamep ObLT CaMBIM CWIBHBIM MYXYMWHO#, C
KOTOpbIM €M -Korga-1n6o OJOBOAWIOCH BCTPeYaThes.

— Hy, xak? Bce o’keit? — cnpocua oHa.

Ckagnep OTKpbUI IJla3a, KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHHUE NpH-
CTaJIbHO CcMOTpenl Ha YepwuTH, 3areM, YJIBIOHYBIUHCH
BbIMYyYE€HHOM YJIbIOKOWH, B3MJITHYJI Ha CBOU PYKM.

— Her, — oteeTn oH. — Kaxercs, 1 cJloMal HOTOTb.

YeputH obsierieHHO paccMmesiyiacb, OBICTPO MOBEp-
Hynach U mopouuta K Xpuue. Crapyxa Mo-npexHeMy
HE 1eBenIach, CJIOBHO 3aCThiB B TOM HOJIOXEHHUM, B
KOTOpOM €€ OCTaBWJIM MyTaHThl. XKpuua Gbuta 6aen-
Ha, ryonl ee OpoXaJid, Kak GyATO OHa MbITajlach YTO-
TO CKa3aTb, HO He Morja. YepuTH NPUKOCHYJIACh K
TUIeYY XEHIUMHBI M, CAeJlaB HECKOJbKO PE3KHX IBHU-
XEeHWi mnepen ee rjgasamMu, 6e3 ocoboro yauBIEeHHUS
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obHapyXHjla, YTO Ta HHKAK HE pearMpyetr Ha 3TO:
B3MJISI XKPULBI OCTaJICS TAKUM K€ HEMOABHXHBIM. SICHO
OBLIJIO TOJILKO ONHO: OHa He paHeHa. OaHako, cyas Mo
BCEMY, C XEHIUMHOM CIIyYWJIOCh HeyTo YyxXacHoe. U
3710 Nyrajno Yeputu. BeposiTHO, XpHla nepexuna oK
TaKoif CHWJIBI, MOCJIE KOTOPOTO OHa yXe HMKOraa He
CMOXET OMNpaBUThCsl. Bpsim 1M OH OblI BBI3BaH "MX
BHE3anHbIM MOSIBJICHUEM M CTHIYKOM C MYTaHTaMH.

YepHTH BBINMPSAMMUIACH M TMOBEJHUTENbHBIM XECTOM
nopo3ssana ['ypka.

— [lo3abotbcsa o Heit, — npuka3sana oHa. — [lomn-
pobyit Kak-HUOYOb NMPHUBECTH €¢ B YYBCTBO. MBI J0-
JKHBI MOTOBOPHTH C HEW.

Kapnuk, B rjasax KOTOpOro CBepKaJlo eiBa MpH-
KpbITOE YTIPIMCTBO, MOJIYa ycTaBWicsl Ha Yeputw, 3a-
TeM, NpoOOPMOTaB KaKOe-TO pe3Koe CJIOBO Ha CTpaH-
HOM s3bIKE, HapOUYMTO MeEJIEHHO CKJIOHHWJICS Haj
XeHuUHoit. [TogaBuB rHeBHOE NBUXeHUe, YepuTH Bep-
Hynacb K Ha3T U Mera-BouHy.

[esylika cTosuia Hag NMOBEPXXEHHBIM BOMHOM U BHH-
MaTeJIbHO paccMaTpuBaia ero. Bua vicrekaiolero KpoBblo
poboTa HaroHSUI ee Y>KacoM, KOTODBIi JIErKO YUTAICH
Ha smue Hat. OmHako GpouweHHblit UepuTH nucroner
OHa BCe elle Hamnpapisula NMpsiMO B JIOO paHEHOMY.

YepHTH OCTOPOXHO CKJIOHMJIach Hag pobotoM. OH
eule 6bU1 XXUB. Bonpeku BCSIKO# JIOTMKeE €ro rpyab nop
06yrieHHOW YepHOW KYPTKOi PUTMHYHO B3[bIMajiach
MeLIEeHHbIMM TSXENIbIMKH PbIBKaMH; OOJILLIMHCTBO paH
NnepecTajio KpOBOTOYMTb, a HEKOTOPbIE M3 HUX YXe He
Ka3aJJUCh TaKUMH OMacCHbIMH, KaK MUHYTY TOMY Ha3aj.

[TonHsaB ronosy, Yeputn yBuaena, uro Ckamnep npo-
TAMMBAET €l MUCTOJIET; BTOPOif, BHIMIAAEBLUMIA HOBOJNBHO
NpHYYUTMBO, HAXOAWICS y Hero B npaBo# pyke. Cyas no
BCEMY, OH ycrieJl cobpaTh OpyXHe MypaBbeB. YepuTH B3siia
[TMCTONET U XOTeJla NMPUBBIYHBIM ABYDKEHUEM 3aCYHYTh €ro

234



- 3a MI0sIC, HO, HEMHOFO MOPa3MbICJIMB, pelllwia He AeJiaTh
3TOr0, XOTs 3HaJla HAaBEPHAKA: €CJIM CYLUECTBO, Jiexallee
ceifuac y ee HOTr, OTKPOET [Jla3a M DELUMT IPOJO/DKUTH
CBOE CYLLECTBOBaHHE, OH Bpsill JIH €i MPHIOMUTCS.

— Mera-BouH mepTB? — crnipocun Ckamnep.

— Her, — nokavuana ronosoit Yepurn. — He Mmory
MIOHATb B YeM OEJI0, HO OH... OH XHB.

— W Oynmer XWTb Oajibllie, €CIM Thl €llle NMPOBO-
3UILUbCA, — 3anaJibyuBo 3akpuyan ['ypk. — [MpoksTee!
Y6eit xe ero! Xorta 6b1 nonpoOyit caenars 3to! Bripo-
YyeM, He 3Hal0, MOMOXET JIH YXe 3TO.

YepuTH HHMUYero He oTBeTHNa. Bo3amoxHo, I'ypk
npaB, U 3TO ee MocjieAHMiIt ar. Beas oHa caMa Buae-
Jla, Ha 4YTO CrocoOHO nogoGHoe cylecTBo. CMepTenb-
HO paHeHbI! YyesioBeK, B, OOLUEM-TO He COBCEM YeJlo-
BeK, CKopee, lieJlag apMMsl B JIMLie. OOHOTO 4YeJOBeKa,
B CYMTaHHbIe CEKYHObl cyMmesn mnobeauts Ckaanepa,
HoaT, I'ypka u ee, UepuTu. A 4TO Mpou3oiiaeT, Koraa
OH OyHeTtcs?.. YepUTH COMHeBaslaCh, MOXHO JIH BOOO-
e youTbh 3TO CYLIECTBO. Aa OHa M He XOTejla 3TOro.

Ckannep BOINPOCUTENBHO TMOCMOTpEN Ha Hee M
MOOHSAN PYKy C opyXHeM. UepHTH mokayajia rojioBoi.

— Hert, — TMxo0 mpou3Hecyd OHa.

Ckaniep He3aMEeTHO TIOXaJl IJieyaMH -M OMYyCTHI
nucroyieT. HaT u3ymneHHo B3mIsHyna Ha YeputH, HO
npomosyana. :

U Tonpko I'ypk no-mpexHeMmy NpHYUTAI:

— S 3Han, 4YyTO OBLUIO MOJIHBIM Ge3yMHeM CBS3bI-
BaThcsl ¢ BaMu! Bhl Xe Bce — cymacuueaurme!

- — TMoxanyitcra, I'ypk, 3aTKHHCh, — cKazaia YepuTH.

Ee rosioc npo3syyasl CMOKOWHO, MOYTH YCTajlo, HO
HMEHHO 3TO 3acCTaBMJIO KapjiMkKa 3amonuyatrb. He mpu-
6aBuB GoJbllie HH- CJIOBA, ['YpK YKOPU3HEHHO B3IJifA-
HylT Ha YepuTH, NMOTOM, CIOBHO YNpPSIMBI/ peGEHOK,
OTBEpHYJICSl OT BCEX M HampaBWIICA K XPMLE.
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— Y10 Xe Ternepp C HUM AejiaTb? — HEMHOIO Io-
MoJuaB, cripocun Ckannep, ykasbiBas Ha Mera-BoMHa
M Ha OTKPBITYIO IBEPb B APYIrOM KOHLIE MOMELUEHHS. —
Ham HyXHO HMCue3HyTb, [TOKa Clofia He HarpsiHyJl KTo-
HUOyOb eule.

— OpHy cexyHay, — npoum3Hecna Yeputu. — ... a
" IOJIXXHA TOAYMAaTh.

Ona 3Hana, yto Ckamaep npaB M, BO3MOXHO, 3TO
3aHHE YXKe KHIUUT MypaBbIMH-MYTaHTaMH.

— MOXHO NMPOCTO OCTaBUTb €ro 3aechb, — Mpemio-
xun Ckannep. — He noHuMmalo, noyeMmy OH elle XUB.
Bnpouem, ecin HaM Aaxe ymacTcs KaKMM-jinbo obpa-
30M MOYMHUTL po6OTa, Ha 3TO YHHET yilMa BpeMEHM.

— bBa! — 3akpuuan I'ypk. — [lait eMy Bcero nuilb
yac, Ckanaep, M OH ellle nourpaeT ¢ To6oi B dyrdo.
Tonbko BOT B KayecTBe (pyTOOJBLHOrO Msiya MCIMOJIb3Y-
€T... TBOIO roJioBy!

Ckaanep Gpocws Ha Kapiuka sSiHOBUTBIN B3rsiA U
BHOBb obpaTtuics Kk Yepurtu.

— Yero TH xaeub?

— HaBepHoe, xoueT y3HaTh, He TpebyeTcsl M eMy

~ 06e360MBaOWMX, — ChA3BUA ['ypK.

YepuTH yxe NPHUroToBHJIACh K PEe3KOH OTNOBEAH,
HO B 3TOT MOMeHT H3T, M3ymJIeHHO BCKpHMKHYB, IO-
Ka3ajla Ha MNpaBylO PYKYy JiexaBluero 6e3 cO3HaHHUs
poboTta. .

— Jla mocMoTpuTte Xe!

Xotsg YepuTH MMEHHO Ha 3TO M pacCYUTHIBaIa, ee
OXBaTWJI JIEASTHOM yXac NMpH BUOE, KaK Hayajio pere-
HepUpOBaTh TeJ0O Mera-BOMHa, BOCCTaHaBJIIMBAasiChb C
TaKoM . CKOPOCTBIO, 4TO, Kasajoch, Kaxaas ero Kie-
TOYKa NYJbCUPYET, HANOJHSASACh HOBOM XM3HbIO. JTO
3peJIMllie ORHOBPEMEHHO MyTaJI0 M nputsirnsaio. Uay-
poaoBaHHbIC PYKHM Mera-BOMHa Bce elle ObUIM B Kpo-
BH, HO COXOKEHHOE TeJlo yXe OOHOBJsJIoch, HapacTa-
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Jla ¥ po30BeJia HOBasl KOXa, Ha Majibliax pyK MOSIBH-
JINCb U Havyanu ObICTPO YMIMHSATLCA HOITH.

Yeputr Opocuna UCNyraHHbi B3I Ha JIEBYIO
pyKy poboTa: TaMHCTBEHHBIl MPOLECC OXHUBJIEHUS
Havyancsi U TaM. Ho ecnu 6Bl OH 3aTparMBajl TOJIbKO
Koxy!.. Bce, yTo HaxoaAW/JOCL Ha Teje BOMHAa — Jaxe
MAOTHO obGJieraljouwiasl ero YepHas ofexna, — TOXe Ha-
yajo pereHepupoBaTh. [lonyucTneBline TKaHU MOCTe-
NIeHHO MpeBpallaiuCh B ONnecTALIMi TEMHbIA MaTepH-
1, TOJIbKO Ha MepBbli B3rJsid Ka3aBLUHHICS YEPHBIM.
Ha caMoM nene oH, Kak xaMeJleOH, MEHsJI CBOIO OK-
packy B 3aBUCHMOCTM OT TOro, Ha 4eM B AaHHbI
MOMEHT Jiexan poboT.

— YepHble 60r1 MOPOHOB! — 3a/1bIXasiCh, BOCKIIMK-
Hyna Hat. — Ho 3To Xe HeBO3MOXHO!

— bBa! — MoYTH JHMKYIOLUMM FOJIOCOM 3aKpHYall
I'ypk. — 3To_Bcero Juiub €ro pyku, He Tak Ju? Cko-
PO [eJIO AOMOET U A0 HOT, a OHHW, BUAMTE JIH, — CHJIb- .
Heltwee opyxue po6ota. OyeHb CKOpO BaM MNpeACTO-
WUT MOYYBCTBOBAaTb 3TO Ha COOCTBEHHOM LUKype.

— Jla 3aTKHelbcsl Thl, HAKOHEL?! — THEBHO BOC-
KJIMKHY/Ia YepuTH.

['YpK 4TO-TO HEOOBOJILHO MpoOypyasn B OTBET, HO
Yeputu Gosbllie He obpallaja Ha KapaMkKa BHUMaHMS.
Co cMellaHHBIM YyBCTBOM YXaca M JIIOOONBITCTBA OHa
clefwia 3a TeM, KaK Ha ee [Jla3ax BOCCTAHaBJIMBaeTCs
TeJO0 Mera-BoHMHa, 3aTATMBalOTCS CMEpTEJIbHbIE paHbl,
MOCTENMEHHO BHIPAaBHMBAIOTCA HCKaIEYEHHBIE WIEHRI,
ycnokauBaeTcsl AbixaHue. He mpouuto ¥ mATH MMHYT,
KakK Ha HeM He OCTaJIoChb HK OJHOTO BHOMMOIO TMOBpPEX-
neHus. Ele uepes TpHIuUaTh CEKyHI Mera-BOMH Miry6o-
KO B3[IOXHY/N M OTKpPbUI I1a3a. CHavana B HMX OTPasui-
csl cnabblif cTpax, CMEHMBLUHMIICS 3aTEM YMCTO HayYHbBIM
JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, C KOTOPHIM OH MPHHSUICS paccMaTpH-
BaTh M3JTy4Yaloll¥e CBET KPUCTaJUIbl TPEX Jia3epPHBIX MHUC-
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TOJIETOB, KOTOpPble Haxoawiuch B pykax Hat, Ckanaepa,
YepuTy M ObIM HanpamieHbl €My MPSMO B JIULIO.

— Bbl MeHa noHuMaete? — cnpocwia YepHTH.

Mera-BOMH yTBEepAWTEIbHO KHUBHYJI.

— Xopouwio, — npomomxaia Yepuru. — B Takom
cayyae MHE He npMIeTcsl NMOBTOpATb ABaxnbl. IlpaB-
Ia, 1 HE 3Halo, KTO Bbl WJIM, Bblpaxasicb TOYHEE, YTO
Bbl Takoe. MHe HEHM3BECTHO TaKXe, KaK BaM y/JaeTcs
ocTaBaTbCsl B XXMBbIX. HO Bbl BpSil JIM CMOXETE. yLie-
JIeTb, €CJIM MBbl BaM Ceiuac pasMO3XHMM 4Yeper. A Mbl
HEMpeMEHHO cliejlaeM 3TO, €CJIM Bbl MOLUEBEIUTE XOTH
6b1 nanbsuem. Bam scHo?

Mera-BoMH 3aKpbUl U CHOBa OTKpbUI IJla3a, 0CO3-
HaB, YTO C HMUM He wWyTAT. OgHaKO €ro B3misAA He
BbIpaXKaJl CTpaxa, HalpOTHB, B HEM TEIUIMJICS MSATKM
HacMelIMBLIN Gneck. «Moxet, I'ypk, neicTBUTEND-
Ho, npaB?» — noayMana Yeputu. [ToHayany oHa He
COMHeBaJlaCh B-TOM, YTO 3TOT MapeHb BPSN JIM 3aXO-
YyeT, YTO6bl OHM BTPOEM BLICTPEIMUJIM B HEro C TaKoro
paccTosiHusi. Ho BHe3anmHO 3Ta yBepeHHOCTb NMponaa.
MoxHo U 3TO caenaTb BooOiue, eciu poboTy uTo-
HUOyAb B3OpeneT B ronoBy? UepuTtu BUaena cOOCTBEH-
HbIMM IJIa3aM{ HEBEPOSITHYIO, MOYTH DaHTaCTHYECKYIO
6LICTPOTY, C KOTOPOH pearMpoBajl 3TOT YeJOBeK.

— O’keit, — HEMHOrO NMOAyMaB, IPOU3HECIa OHA. —
Bbl MoxeTe BcTaTh?

— Ja. .

YepuTH nopasui rosoc Mera-pomHa. OH 3ByYaJl Tak
HEXHO, KaK y pebeHKa Wiu Moyoaoi aeBylwwku. OaHa-
KO HECMOTpsl Ha BMEYaTJIAIOLLYI0 BHELIHOCTh M Nepe-
KaTbIBaBILUMECS] MO YepHOM KYpTKOH OYyrpbl MYCKYJIOB,
9TOT roJIoC CTpaHHBIM 06pa3oM noaxoaws poboTy, oco-
6eHHO ero rjasaM, Kotopbie coOuBanu Yeputu ¢ TOJKY.
Takue ryiaza He MOIIM TIpMHamIeXaTb yOuitLe...

— Xopouuo, — ckasana Yeputu. — Toraa Bbicay-
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waiTte MeHsi. BaM M3BeCTHO, YTO MbI MOI/IM 6bl YOUTH
Bac.

— Jla, — KOpOTKO OTBETHJI Mera-BOMH.

— Ho MBI He caenany 3TOro, — NpojoJpkKajla OHa. —
He 3Hao ToyHO, MouyeMy, HO MHe 3TO pelleHHE Ka-
XETCsl MpaBUJILHBIM. Y Bac €CTb BblOOp: MM MBI YHHU-
TOXaeM Bac Ha MecTe, WJIM Bbl obelllaeTe He JesaTh
rJynocTeit U GyaeTe CONpoBOXIaTh Hac.

Ha aToT pa3 Mera-BoMH NpoMoJIyaj, HO B HacMeLl-
JIMBOM BbIpaXX€HHHU €ro’ a3 IPOMebKHYJIO Jierkoe
yIOUBJIEHHE.

— S He Tpeby10, yTOOBI BHI CpaXalUCbh Ha HalleH
CTOpoHe, — nosicHuia Yeputu. — Bce, yero s xouy, —
3TO NMOroBOpHTb ¢ BaMH. Eciin BB noiinete ¢ HaMHu U
nooGelaeTe MHe NMoagepXXaTb Hac XOTsl Obl B TeyeHHe
yaca, Mbl OCTaBUM BacC B XXMBBIX.

B3Bu3rHyB ot yxaca, I'ypk uTto-To 3a6opMoTan Ha
CcBOEM cMellHOM 3bike. OnHako Yeputu He obpartu-
jJla Ha Hero HM Majeifillero BHUMaHus. Heckosbko
CEKYHJT OHa MpPHUCTaJbHO CMOTpejia B rjla3a poboTy,
KOTOpBIil, Ka3alioch, OOAyMbIBaJl €€ MpemlIOXEHHUE.

— S cornaceH, — HaKOHell KHBHYJ OH.

— He BepsTe eMy! — npoH3uTe/IbHO 3aBH3aXan I'ypk. —
370T MmapeHb JokeT. OH BeCb — CIUIOIIHAsH XWBAS NOXL!

YepuTH B3rIA00M 3acTaBWiIa KapjiMKa MOMEHTaJb-
HO YMONKHYTb. U CHOBa ofOpaTHiach K Mera-BOMHY.

— Bawe umsa?

— Kaitn, — oTBeTHN TOT. — MeHs HasbiBaloT Kaiin.

— Hrak, xopowo, Kaitn, — npousHecna Yeputun. —
Bbl ganu yectHoe cioBo. [loMHHTE, OOMH Yac, moka
MBI He BbiGepeMcsi oTciofa.

Korna BoMH Hayan mogHMMaThcs ¢ rnoja, Yeputn
BbIMPSIMHUJIACh M OBICTPO cAenaja OBa lara Ha3sap.
Ckannep ¥ HaT nmocnelmiHO OTCTYNMHIM Ha TakKoe Xe
pacCTOsiHUE.
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Kaitn nepeasuraicsi ctpaHHOM, MEIUIEHHON M HeyBe-
peHHOI noxonkoi. «O4yeBMAHO, pereHepalUsi ero Tena
yXe 3aKOHYWIach, HO CWIBI €llle He BOCCTAHOBMJIUCb», —
CO CTPaHHBbIM B JAaHHOW CHUTYaLMU YyBCTBOM OOer4yeHus
orMetwia npo ce6ss Yeputu. Cynss mo BceMy, BO3MOX-
HOCTH JaXe 3TOro cylluecTBa ObUIM He Ge3rpaHMuHBI.

[Mapy MMHYT OHa HCHBITBIBalOIllE CMOTpeia Ha po6o-
Ta, TTOTOM OITYCTWIa PYKy, CXXUMaBLLYIO OpDYXHE, U 3acy-
HyJia JlyueBoit nucrosetr eMmy 3a nosic. Hatr u Ckannep
OLLIEJIOMWIEHHO YCTaBWIMCh Ha Hee, He Bepsi COOCTBEH-
HbIM m1a3aM. Ho YepuTtu nnuub nokayana rojoBoW.

— CrnpsybTe 3TH WUIPYWIKH, — MpHKasaja OHa. —
OH CcHEpXHUT CJIOBO.

— Cpepxy, — noarsepann Kaiin. — Bnpouem, ecau
6bl 5. nepeayMal, BaM BCe PaBHO BpSi JIM YAAIOCh Obl
MMM BOCHNOJIb30BaThCS.

Po60T roBOpMJI COBEPIUEHHO CMOKOWHO, OQHAaKO
6e3 CHHUCXOOUTENbHOCTH.

— Kcrath, BaM caMMM HYXHO INOOCTEpEYbCs, —
HEOXMOAHHO 3aMEeTWJ OH.

YepuTH HEMOHHMallle MOCMOTpejia Ha Hero.
Mera-BOMH NMOOHSA PYKY M XECTOM yKa3al Ha Jiyue-
BOM NUCTOJIET, BUCEBLUUN y Hee 3a IMOSICOM.

— IMox pykosTkoit — CHHHI nepekioyateib. [To-
BEPHHUTE ero BHU3, HHaye, CTy4ailHO HaXaB Ha KypOK,
BBl MOXeTe NPOCTPEIUTh cebe HOory. '

YeputH nocnewHo BHIXBaTH/IA U3NlyyaTenb M, Oei-
CTBHUTEJILHO, OOHapyXHJia MoJ PYKOSTKOW CUHUM Ie-
pexJlioyaTesib. MecTo, B KOTOPOM OH HaxOAMJICs, 6bUIO
HEIOCTYITHO i pYKM 4YejlioBekKa. BhICTpoO mepeiBHHYB
nepexioyarenb, YepuTH BHOBb CyHyJla IUCTOJNIET 3a
nmosic. Hemuoro nomemgnns, Hat n Ckannep Toxe moc-
JlelOBAIX ee TpUMeEpY.

— A c Heit yto aenatbh? — cnpocun Ckanaep, yka-
3piBasg Ha Xpuuy-Illait.
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Yeputn 3agymanack. OcTaBUTh €€ 3[eCb OHH HeE
MOIJIM: OHa CiHblllajia BCe OO ITOCJIEAHEro CjaoBa, a
YepuTH XOpollO 3Haja, KaK ObICTPO YMENH MOPOHBI
BBITATUBaTb MHGPOpMaLMIO M3 4YeJoBeKa, HE3aBHCHMO
OT TOro, B KaKOM OBl COCTOSIHHM TOT He HaXOMOHUJCH.
Ho u Gpath Xxpuiy ¢ coboit Toxe GbUIO HeJb3s.

— 51 Mory 610KMpOBaTh €€ NaMsATh, — NpPEMIOXHI
I'ypk. — lNpapma HEHamonro.

YepuUTH M3YMJIEHHO B3IJIIHYJIa Ha Kap/MKa, MBIC-
JIEHHO TIpHUGaBUB K JUTMHHOMY CITUCKY BOINPOCOB K HEMY
eue oqvH. OIHAaKO OHa He CKa3ajla HY CJIOBa U TOJIbKO
COrIacCHO KMBHYJA. ['ypK ¢ rOTOBHOCTBIO CKJIOHWICS Hag
XpHLei, MeqJIeHHO MPOTSAHYB PYKHM K €e BHUCKaM.

— INlpekpaTtute! — HeoxHnaaHHO notpebosan Kaiin.

I'ypx 3amep. Yeputn n Ckangnep yAUBIEHHO OIisi-
HYJIHCh. ‘

IMpeononesas 60Jib, Mera-BOMH MEIUIEHHO TMOAHS
PyKy.

— He Tporaiite ee! — pe3ko KpUKHYJI OH M Harnpa-
BUJICSI K XXEHILHUHE.

['ypk GypaBun ero NMoJHBIM HEHAaBHCTH B3NJISIIOM,
HE pellasicb JOBECTH AEJI0 [0 KOHLA.

Kaitn onycTwicsi Ha KOJIEHU PSIAOM CO XPHLEH.

— He TpoHbTEe ee, — cHOBa MOBTOpHJ OH. — OHa
BaC He BBIJACT.

3ByK ero rojioca BO3bIMEJl Ha XPMLY CTpaHHOe
neiictBue. JIMLO XEHIIMHBI HAYaJIO KOHBYJABCUBHO
MOAEpPrUBaThbCsl, Ijla3a 3aMETHO OXWBWIHMCH, JIMIIMB-
LLIUCh CTPAaHHOTO CTEKJIsAHHOro 6iyecka. OHa MeUleH-
HO TMOAHSJIA ToJIoBY M nocMotpena Ha Kaia.

YeputH nepBoit NOHsIAa, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, HO Obuia
CIIMIIKOM MOTPsSICEHA, YTOOB! AeicTBOBaTh. Jda M BpaAn
JIM OHa ycriejga Obl YTO-TO TPENNpUHATE.

Mexay TeM yauMBiI€eHHE BO B3DJIsiAE XPHULbI BHe-
3alMHO CMEHMJIOCh YXacoM, IJla3a pacClIMpUIINCh, M3
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TPYAW BBIPBAICA NPOH3UTENbHBbI KpUK. OXBaueHHas
MaHUKOM, OHa OTTOJIKHYNa OT ceGsl NMPOTAHYTHIE PYKH
Kaiina, He nepecTtaBasi KpMuyaTh, BCKOYMJIa W, 3aMax-
HYBLIMCh Ha Hero, MOKayMBasiChb, Mpobexajla MHUMO.
Mera-BoMH NMONbITAICS YAEPXaTb XEHLUIMHY, HO CXBa-
THJI TOJIBKO Kpai ee omessHusA. Cunsl uameHunu Kaii-
ny, ¥, OpOCUBILUUCH 3a XpPHLIEH BIOTOHKY, OH, NoTe-
pSB paBHOBECHe, PYXHyJ Ha noj. Yeputu u Hat Toxe
MOMNBLITAINCH NMpErpaauTh €il MyTh, HO TIUETHO. MuaB-
LLIASICS] OTPOMHBIMM TpBIXKaMH Xpula oTronkHyna Hart
B CTOPOHY, a NOMNBITaBLIASCSA CXBaTHUTh XEHLUMHY 3a
rieyo YepuTH HEOXHIOAHHO TOJyYWIa yaap, 3acTa-
BMBLLMI ee nokauyHyThkcs. IIpopberuas npokisTtHe, Ckan-
nep NMPUCOEMUHWICS K TIOTOHe.

HeoxunaHHo XpHua pe3ko octaHoBuiacb. OHa
MpoAoJiXana KpuuaTh, ONHAaKO B €€ Trojioce YXe He
ObUIO HUYETO YEJIOBEYECKOTO, IO AUKO MCKA3UJIOCh,
H30 pTa y Hee LUIa NeHa. KeHliMHa Bce Oojblue Ha-
MOMMHAJIA NOMELUAaHHYI0. 3aTpaB/IeHHO OMISIHYBIUUCH
Mo CTOpOHaM M OCO3HaB, YTO BCe MYTH K GercTBy oT-
pe3aHbl, OHa BAPYr PHUHYJachb Tyda, e HHUKOro He
ObUIO: K TpaHCMMUTTEpY!

Kain ucnyraHHO BCKPHUKHYJN M TOMNbITAICS TMOA-
HATbCA. BnipoueM, naxe ecau Obl y HEro XBaTWjao Ha
3TO CHJI, OH Obl ono3gan. [Jo6exaB o mepeiuBaloLLe-
rocsi METAJUIMYECKOTO KOJbLIA, XEHIUHMHA LLHXPOKO pac-
KHHYy/a pykKH ¥ 6pocuiack BHYTpb. Ha MrHoeeHue BceM
Nnokasanocb, 6yATO ee TeJi0 CJIOBHO 3aBMC/IO B MYCTO-
Te, 3aT€M €ro KpacKM NMOMEpKIH, OuepTaHHUs pacruUlbl-
JINCb, U OHO MCYE3JIO.

Kaitn 6ykBanbHO 3aOXHYJICS OT yXaca, OTKMHYI-
Csl Hasal W, 3aKpblB pPyKaMH JIMLO, TUXO 3aCTOHaJl.

— Yept Bo3bMn! — Beipyrasics Ckapaep. — 3Toro
He AOXKHO 6buto cnyuutbesi! Kyna Benetr 3TOT TpaH-
CMHUTTEP? — CNpPOCHJI OH TOHOM TpHKa3a.
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Kaitn BHMMaTensHO mocMoTtpen Ha MHAecHUa. Ero
JULHO GblJIO HempoHHLaeMo M Ge3yyacTHo, HO YepHTtn
BIOPYT MOKa3aJloCh, YTO B IJ1a3ax po60oTa NMpOMeSbKHYI
6e3rpaHUYHBIA yXac. '

— Hukyma,— THXO OTBETHJI OH.

Ckapgep caenaj THEBHOe OBHXXEHHE.

— Kak Tak HuKyna?

— DTO TONBKO NMPHUEMHHUK, — npobopMmoTan Kaitn.

Ckaanep HenoHMMalolle YCTaBWJICA Ha Mera-Bo-
‘¥iHa, HO YepuUTH yXe TMOHsJIa CMBIC] 3THX CJIOB, H ee
TOXE OXBAaTHJ JISOASIHOM YyXac.

— Twul Aymaellb... YTO APYTOro NMpUEeMHHKa... HeT? —
TeM He MeHee BCe ellle COMHeBaJlacCh. OHa.

Kaitn mokauan rosoBoii.

— DTOT TpaHCMHUTTEp BeIeT... B HUKYyJa.

— Tak 3Ha4yuT, OHa yXe MepTBa? — cnpocun Ckan-
Iep.

Kaitn xuBHYs, He TS Ha Hero.

— OH nxet! He BepbTe HM €OQUHOMY ero cioBy! —
B3BWiCs ['ypk. ’

— YT0 X, €cnu Thl B 3TOM TaK yBEpPEH, KOPOTHILI-
Ka, npuaeTcs Tebe TocjefoBaTh 32 Hei, 4ToObl camo-
My yGenUTbCs, YTO TaM, Ha TOH CTOpOHe, — JIaCKOBO
npousHecia Hoar.

OTta MpayHas WIyTKa 3acTaBuja ['ypka YMOJKHYTb.
CKopuMB rpumacy W Mnokasas HeBYLUKe 53bIK, OH, KaK
Kamnpu3HbIi peGeHOK, BBI3BIBAIOLLE CKPECTHUJI Ha Ipy-
LU DYKH.

— Hy nagHO, HaM Nopa CMaThIBaTbCA OTCIOAA, —
ckasan Ckapgep.

OHM coobwa nmomormu Kajiny noaHSATLCS Ha HOrH.
Ha oluynb ero Koxa okasajlaCh HEXHOM, Kak Jiernec-
TOK LIBETKa, HO HACTOJILKO TOpsiued, 4TO NMPUKOCHO-
BEeHUE K Heil BbI3biBaJIO Gonb. Cyas mo Bcemy, Mpo-
Lecchl TAMHCTBEHHOro MeTabosn3Ma, NMPOXOAWBILHE B
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Tene poboTa, yxXe 3akaHUMBaIUCK. [la, MHTEpPECHO, 4TO
otnan ©bl 6MojOr, CKaXeM IBaaLlaTOrO BeKa, YTOOBI
XOTb Ha uac IMOMECTUTb MOJOOHOE CylUEeCTBO B CBOM
penTreH-anmnapar? Ckopee BcCero, OH NMpOCTO-Halpo-
CTO noTepsin Obl paccymok.

Yeputn Opocuna o3aGoueHHbIH B3MsAL Ha ABEPb,
yepes KOTOpYIO Clojla BOLUIM MypaBbW M XpHLIA: KOPH-
nop Bce euwe 6bu1 myct. OHa goporo Obl 3arutaTuaa 3a
TO, YTOOBI Y3HATh, YTO MPOMUCXOAMT 3a OCTANILHBIMU [IBE-
PAMH, BBIXOJMBIUMMH B 3TOT TUIOXO OCBELUIEHHDbIH KO-
purop. YepuTH He COMHEBasach, YTO 3TO 3JIlaHME IOC-
TPOEHO JIIoAbMH, HO Bce Xe... OHa CHOBa MOYYBCTBOBaJIa
03HOO, KOTOpbI OXBaThIBaI €€ BCAKHIA pa3, Koraa rnpen-
CTOSUIO NPHMONM3UTBLCH K CYILIECTBaM WM MalllMHaM, CO-
3JaHHBIM MOPOHaMH, U TOPOIUIMBO OTBEPHY/ACh.

— TlpurotoBunuch, HauMHaeMm. Tbl, — YUeputH yka-
sana Ha Kaiina, — noiaeus nepebiM.

Mera-BouH coriacHo KuBHyA. Ero ‘6osesHeHHast
6neqHOCTb, Ka3ajloCh, YBeAUYUIIach elle 6osblue, KOor-
Jla OH, MMHOBaB HMU3KYIO IBEPb, NMONaJl oA HEeNpHUBbIY-
HBI} SIpKO-3eJieHbIi cBeT danbluuBoro Heba. 3aMeTHB,
yto ['ypk npuroroBwics UATHU- cieaoMm 3a KaitioM,
Yeputn 6bICTPO Nperpaguia eMy gopory. HecMotps
Ha WX MOCTOSTHHBIE CMOPBI, KapJMK CyMeJ-TaKH 3aBO-
eBaTh ee GearpaHuvHoe noBepue. OnHako ceityac Ye-
PHTH He yauBwiach 6bl, ecnu 6bl, HECMOTpsS. Ha NMPU-
Ka3, OH NpH nepBoif Xe YyHOOHOI BO3MOXHOCTH
CTOJIKHYJI Obl po6oTa BHM3.

I'pynna BeilIa Ha MaJIeHBKUI NMOJIypa3pylUeHHbI
6aJIKOH, KOria-TO OrOpOXXEHHbIH MepujiaMH, OT KOTO-
PBIX yXe He OCTaloCh M cliefa, U CO BCeX CTOPOH
OKPYXEHHBII1 NMPOHU3aHHOW 3€JIeHbIM CBETOM ITyCTO-
TOo#H. Y3Kasi, MTOKpbITasi pXaBYMHON JIECTHHMLIA YXOAUJIa
JAaneko BHU3. B TO BpeMs, Kora 3TO CTpOeHHe GbUIO
OOGbIYHBIM XWIbIM® IOMOM, a He MOoJlypa3spylUeHHbIM
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3JaHNeM, OHa Ha3blBajach rnoxapHo#. Tenepb Xe He-
NpoYHasi KOHCTPYKLIMSA 11aTajlach U yrpoxalolle CKpH-
nena, egBa BbiaepXuBas Bec miofeit. Ilar 3a warom
Tpynma CrnyckajiaCb BCe HMXe W HHUXe, NpeonosieBas
4acCTblO OTUIaBJIEHHbIE, YacTbIO IPOPXaBEBLIXE CTab-
Hble 3aBajibl. OHM MMHOBIM MHOXECTBO GaJIKOHOB C
OTKPBITHIMK MJIK BOOOllle He CYLIEeCTBYIOLUMMH ABepsi-
MU. Yeputu 6pocana N0GONBITHBIE B3MISAbI BHYTPb
KOMHAT, MHOTM€ U3 KOTOpLIX OBUIM IYCThl M MOKpbI-
Thl TOJICTBIM CJIoeM Mycopa M nbut. OLHaKo 3a HeKo-
TOPLIMM OKHaMH YragblBalUCh OYEPTaHUs YyXe3eM-
HBbIX KOHCTPYKLIM, TOCTHXXEHHS YYXKO TEXHUKH, ONHH
BHJ KOTOPBIX BbI3bIBU1 Y HUX TOLIHOTY M CTpax.

HaxkoHeu OHM OKa3aJiMCh Ha YJHLE KU KaKoe-TO
BpeMsi cobupaiiuch ¢ cunamu. Jdaxe Ckagnep He cMor
BbIAEPXaTh HanpsikeHus, a Kaitn, 6eccunbHo npucio-
HMBLIMCbL K CTEHE, MEIUIEHHO CITOJI3 Ha 3eMITIO.

YepuTH TPEBOXHO OCMOTpeach IT0 CTODOHAaM.
BHuU3y, cpeau paspylUeHHbIX 3daHWil W YJIULl 6bLIO
3aMEeTHO TeMHee, TaK YTO OHa eJBa MOFJia pa3/iMYUTh
KOHTYpBl Gnu3niexaliux OOMoB. B 3Tux TeMHo-3ene-
HbIX CyMepKax eil MepeluIoch KaKkoe-TO JBHXEHHeE, a
IDKYHTJIM M pa3BaJIMHbI Ka3aJIMCh HANOJIHEHbIMM 4y-
XO# onmacHOM XU3HbI0. Bclo 3eMi1I0 MOKPHIBAT CIUIOMI-
HO¥M KoBep u3 pacreHuil. Co3gaBajloch BIleYaTIIEHMeE,
4YTO 3TO BOBCE HE Mrpa BOOOpaXeHHMS] M OHH, Ieit-
CTBUTEJIHO, HAXONATCS B IPYTOM HM3MEPEHMHM, B uy-
XOM HEBEJIOMOM MHpe, UTO B o6lieM-To O6bUIO Hena-
JIEKO OT UCTHHBI. DTa IUIaHETa YXe He MMejla HUYero
obulero co crapoit, 1o6po, ponHoit 3emneit. Ho ka-
KHM 06pa3oM 3TH CyILECTBa CyMeIH MPOM3BECTH MO-
IIOOHbIE U3MEHEHHS, OCOOEHHO Moce HaHEeCEHUs IlaB-
HOro ylapa, pa3pyuIMBLIero MoyTH Bce?..

— Hy, u kyna Teneps? — HapylIMn MoJjiuaHME
Ckannep.
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-YepuTH eule pa3 pacTepsiHHO orasaenacb. Ilpo-
ATbe! OHa He uMesla HY MaJleiflliero nmpeacTaBlIeHus,
TO€e OHM HaxXONATCH M B KaKylo CTODOHY WM HYXHO
naru. HakoHel, noxas ruieyamy, YepuTu HeyBepeHHO
rnokKasajia Tyla, [e HEICHO BBbIIENSJICA CWIYST Ditde-
JeBoit GaliHM. B ee mnpemIoxXeHUH He ObUIO HHUYEro
o0AyMaHHOro, JIMIb IMPOCTasi MOMBITKA XOTh YTO-TO
TNIpeANpPUHSATS.

— Het! — HeoxunaHHo Bo3pasun Kaiin.

B3opsl Bcex ¢ TpeBoroii o6paTM/IMChb Ha Mera-Bo-
WHa, KOTOPHIil yXe BCTaJl Ha HOTM, HO BCe ellle OMNu-
pajicsi O CTeHy; ero Juuo GecTeno OT INorTa.

— Tonbko He Tyna. MHaye BBl monapnere... MpsiMO
K HUM B Jlanbl, — OH MNOOHSJ DYKY W TNOKasajJ Ha
3anan: — CpofonHass 30Ha HaXOAUTCS TaM.

— Cpob6oagHas 3oHa? Yrto 3T10? — cnpocun Ckaa-
nep.

Kaiin HHYero He OTBETHJ, M 3THM TOTYac Xe BOC-
nons3oBaics [ypk.

— [TapeHb mxet! CoBepllleHHO SICHO: €CJIU Mbl TOM-
IEM B TOM HarmpaBJIeHMH, TO HEelpeMEHHO IToMajeM B
PYKH €ro IOPYXKOB.

— Bo3MOXHO, — NoXaB ruieyaMu, npou3sHecna Ye-
putn. — TeM He MeHee, I'ypK, 3TO mpeKpacHbIif CIro-
co6 nposeputh npasauBocTh Kaitna. Tak uto, naBaii
nomnpo6yem! )



IJI4BA 3

JIXXYHIIM CTaHOBWIMCH Bce rymie W ryuie. XKaH
npoSupasicss MO HHUM YXe Lejbix ABa 4aca. Ewe HH-
KOrja OH He yXOOMJ TakK ganeko or CBo60aHO# 30HBHI.
Ecnu 661 He MajleHbKMiIt koMnac, KoTopelit 2KaH npu-
XBaTWJI B KPENnoCTH, OH Obl yXe JaBHO MOTEpsl OpH-
eHTauuio. OgHaKo gaxe MoJb3ysiIChb 3TUM NPHUOOPOM,
XKaH Bce yallle oOCTaHaBJIUBAICH, HEPELIUTENbHO Or-
NAnbIBasicb BOKpYr cebs.

C opHOIt CTOpPOHBI, OH ObUI BCELENO YBEPEH, YTO
He ponxeH 3abmyautbess. Ho ¢ apyroit cTopoHbl, BHYT-
PEeHHMM TOJIOC TBEPAMJI €My, YTO OH — KpYIJIbIH HAH-
OT U HUKOIJIa He CMOXeT HalTh mopory Hasag. Ceii-
yac y XKaHa He GbUIO BECKMX OCHOBaHHWIl He. BEpHUTb
3TOMY: OYeHb MHOTHE, YyilleAlne B JKYHIJIH, 6onblie
HMKOTZIa He BEPHYJMCb OOpaTHO.

Ko BceMmy npoueMy, 3a nocjegHue mnojyaca Ha
XKana Hanmanu yxe pa3 naTb. IlociegHUMM okasaloch
CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOTO OH €lle HUKOTAA B XU3IHU He
Bugen. KaHy yHoanoch YCKOJNB3HYTh OT HEro TOJILKO
NOTOMY, YTO CWja 3TOH TBapW paBHsJIach ee TJyTroc-
TH. [ToxpbiTasi XMTHHOBBIM MaHLIMPEM OrPOMHAsl MHO-
FOHOXKa MOATNOJ3ja K HeMy coBceM 6ymu3ko. XKaH
cAenan war Hasaj, HO- 3alielMJICS 32 TOpYaBIUUM K3
3eMJIM - KOpeHb W, PYXHYB Ha CIIMHY, OCTaJICSI HemoA-
BIDKHO JIieXaTb. DTOro 6b110 JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI MHO-
FOHOXKa MOTepsia BCAKUI UHTEpEC K JBYHOTOMY CY-
LECTBY M MPOAOJKHIA CBOM MYTb.

OnHako paccyMThIBaTh Ha TO, YTO TOBE3ET U B
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nanbHeiweM, Kan He Mor. Jlec GyKBaJIbHO KHIleEN
naykaMH, MpLIraloliMM¥U KJIONaMH U COPOKOHOXKaMHU,
WHOrIa BCTpevaluch cieabl kpeic. K Tomy Xe 3nmech
6blJIO OrPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO HEOONBLIMX TBapei, He
CnocoOHBIX M3-3a MaJIEHbKHX pa3MepoB YOUTbL ueso-
BEKa, HO OYEHb XEJIAIOLUX OTKYCHTb OT HEro Xots Obl
KyCouYeK.

’KaH octaHOBMJICS M, B3IJISSHYB Ha BMCEBLUMH Ha
JIeBO¥ pyKe KOMIiac, MOHSJI, YTO Ha KUJIOMETp OTKJIO-
HWICSA OT Kypca. DTO OKa3ajloCb MEHbllIe TOrO, Yero
OH omnacajcs, Ho Gosiblle, YeM eMy Obl XOTEJIOCh.

B mXyHIIsIX KMJIOMETp O3Havyall yac MyTH, a U TO
€C/IM OYEHb MOBe3eT.

TMosepHyB HaneBo, XKaH BckapaGkajcsi Ha 0Gjo-
MOK oOyriieHHO# cTeHbl. Pazymeercsi, eMy OBl He co-
cTaBWIO GOJIBLIOTO Tpyda OOHHM IPBIKKOM MepeMax-
HYTb Yepe3 3TH pa3BajiMHbl. OIHaKO NMPHUCMOTPEBLINCH
BHMMarTeJibHee, OH OOHapyXWJ, YTO MO Ty CTOPOHY
cTeHbl NMouYBbl HeT. TO, YTO Ka3ajloch TBEPABIM OCHO-
BaHMeM, npu Oosee OGIM3KOM pacCMOTPEHUM ObLIO
NOKPHITO CEpOi pacTUTENIbHOI NMayTHHOM. 2KaH B yxace
oTnpsiHya Hasag. OnHako JIIO60NBITCTBO TNoGeaunsno
CcTpax, M, B3sB B PYKM NaJIKy, OH HarHyJics Han mnpo-
nacTblo, pa3aBHHYJ TMOKHE BETBU W 3ar/IIHYJ BHYTPb
OrpoMHO# SIMBI, MO-BHAMMOMY, OGpasoBaBlleiics B
pe3ynbTaTe HaneTa. Ee [HO CIUIOLIb MOKPBIBAJI KaKOi-
TO YepHblit wepenswuiics cnoit. [lo XKaHa noHecnuco
CTpaHHbIe LIMIMSALIUE 3BYKH.

— MHOroHoXkHn! — ¢ OTBpalueHMeM MNpolIenTan
OH. — ThICAYHM MHOTOHOXEK!

B OObIYHBIX YCJIOBUSIX IUISL 3TUX OecTHit He ObLIO
6ONIBLIEr0 YAOBOJBCTBUSA, YeM IOXMpaThb APYr Apyra,
HO M OT 4YeJIoBeKa, Kak MaHHa HeGecHasi CBaJIMBLUErO-
CSl MM Ha rojioBy, OHH, BEpOSITHO, TOXe OBl He OTKa-
sanuch. Ecny 6b1 XKaH 3aMeTHJ1 OnacHOCTh Ha moJice-
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KYHBI MO3/IHEE, TO CEAYac BCE €ro MOTMBITKU BEPHYTBCA
Ha3a[ OCTajiuCh OBl yXe B IPOUIJIOM.

OH ¢ 6OoNbLWIMMHU MNPEAOCTOPOXHOCTSAMH CHOBa
BCcKapabKaJicsi Ha CTEHY M HEMOABMXXHO 3aCThUI Ha Hed,
pellNB CKOHLEHTPUPOBaTbCsl, HOO HEOCTOPOXHOCTh —
BepHEHIIMI nMyTh K rubenn. MUHOBaB KOBapHYIO JIO-
ByliKy, 2)KaH HEOXHWIOaHHO YCJbILUAN KAaKOH-TO IUYM,
KOTOpBIi IBHO HE OTHOCWJICSI K 3BYKaM JDKYHIJIEH. D10
6bL1HM... TOJIOCa, YesioBeYeCcKHe rojoca!

'OH oueneHeN, cepaue 6ewieHo 3a6WIOCh y HEro B
rpyau. B nepByio MuHyTy 2KaHa enBa He oxBaTHila
naHuka. OH HayaJl JIMXOpagJO4YHO OCMaTPHBaThbCs MO
CTOpOHaM B MOMCKax KaKoro-HuGyab ybexuiua. YBU-
IleB, HaKOHEL, MOLUHbIH, MOKPBITbIN OJIeAHO-3€/IEHbI-
MU MATHaMM KycT, 2KaH GbICTPO CIpSTAICA 3a HUM, B
MOCJIENHIO CEKYHIY YCIIeB 3aME€THUTb, YTO TO, YTO OH
CHayajla MPUHSIJ 3a 3acOoXLUMe JUCThbA, ObLIO rHe3za-
MU naykoB. Ilpexne yem XKaHu ycrnien oTnpsHyTh Ha-
3all, HECKOJIBKO 3TUX MaJleHBKHMX OTBPAaTHTENIbHbIX Ha-
CEKOMBIX yXE 3aloJi3JiIM eMy Ha PYKH M MpUHSIHUCH
O0XECTOUEHHO KycaThcsi. JIpoxa OT OTBpalleHHMsl, OH
CTPSIXHYJ . MJIEHbKUX BaMIMpPOB, OBYMs MajlbLaMM
pasgaBMB OOHOro, 0CO0eHHO HaxajlbHOrO, BITMBLIEro-
ca B wweKky. ’KaH MBICIeHHO nob6aarogapwi Bcex Yep-
HbIX 60roB MOPOHOB 3a TO, YTO BO BPEMS CBOMX MHO-
TOKpaTHbIX BbUIa30K B AXYHIJIH, €ro TaK YaCTO KycaJli
pa3Hble TBapH, YTO OH NMpHUOOpes HEKOTOPBIH UMMY-
HHUTET MPOTUB ANa 3THUX MyuuTeneil. BoaMoxHo, mapy
IHEH ero MoTpervieT JWxopaaka, HO 3TO €pyHIa B
CPaBHEHMH C TeM, YTO C HMM MNpousouuto 6bi, eciu
6bl OH Ha CEeKYHIy II03XEe 3aMETHJI CBOI0 OLUUOKY M
nobnuxe nogowen K Kycrty. HecoMHeHHO, NMOYyBCTBO-
BAB TPO3SIUYI0 BLIBOAKY OMacHOCTb, MayKy comawm
6pocwince OB Ha Hero.

OTMaxHyBLUHCh OT 3TOI HENMPHUATHOM MbICHH, JKaH
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OIJIAHYJICS B MOMCKAX APYroro yKpbiTUS U peLuus npH-
TaUTbCSl 32 OFPOMHBIM AEPEBOM, TEMHO-(UONETOBBIH
CBETAILUMUIACA CTBOJI KOTOPOTO MOAHUMACS MPSIMO M3
yan4Horo acdanbta.

Cepaue XKaHa 6wioch TaKk CHJILHO, YTO OH MOYTH
He CHbllLaJ YyeJoBeYecKue rojioca. YcuineM Boau 2KaH
3acTaBu cebsl OblLIaTh CNOKOHee, a ero pyka cama
co6oit MOTAHYNaCh K MOSICY M JOCTajla opyXxue. B KoH-
Lie KOHLIOB, OH ObII He TaK yX M 6e33awnTeH. Bnpo-
yeM, nojioxeHue XKaHa TakxKe BpsA JH MOXHO GblO
cuuTaTh 6e30MacHbIM. A YTO €CJIM 3TO OXOTHMUKHU?
Torna...

Her, ’Kan pewwn He pa3sBuBaTh OO  KOHLA 3Ty
Meuicnb. ITpoTHB MypaBbeB ero opyxue Maoaddek-
THBHO. KOHEYHO, eciiM OHM OKaXyT eMy JII06e3HOCTh
M HEMHOTO TNOCTOSAT CMOKOIHO, 4TOGBl OH ycmesn Xo-
pOLLIO NMPULIEJIUTLCS, TOraa, BO3MOXHo... Ho mpotus
OXOTHMKOB... ’

KaH nomnsiTajicss NMpUCIyILAaTbCA K NPUOIMXKaBLUHM-
cq rojsiocaM. becena 1iia Ha HEU3BECTHOM €MY SI3BIKE,
W, YTO OBUIO OYEHb BaXHO, IO MEHblUEeH Mepe ONUH
M3 TOoJIOCOB TIpHHaIeXasl XeHilHHe! JKaH eule HU-
KOrja He BCTpeyasl XEHIUMH-OXOTHHKOB.

OpHako eciM 3TO HE MypaBbM W HE OXOTHHMKH,
Toraa... Toraa, no-BHAMMOMY, 3TO ApYy3bs! Kpome Toro,
JKaH 3Han, 4YTo HU oAvH U3 XHuTeneit CBo6oaHOM 30HBI
He nocMmen 6bl Tak Janeko yrnyouTbCs B AXYHTJIH, HY,
pa3Be UTO TOJBKO COBEPIUEHHO CyMaclUeIUIHH.

Crpax >KaHa cMeHMJICS BCE BO3pacCTalolIMM BO3-
6yxneHneM. Yyxue... BT0 3HAYUT, YTO MO IXKYHIISIM
ceifyac npobupajicsa KTo-To U3 APYroro Mmpa, U3 Mupa
no Ty ctopoHy CreHbl. BO3MOXHO, ero onacHoe npu-
KJTIOYEHHE 3aKOHYMTCS HE CTOJIb 6ECCMBICIEHHO, KakK
eMy rnokKasajocb MoHauyany:. Ecnu, neicTBUTENbHO,
KOMY-TO M3 JpPYroro Mupa YAajloCchb HNPOHUKHYThb B
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IOKYHIIM, 3HA4YUT, CTapble JiereHObl He OOMaHBIBAIOT,
3HauuT, NYTb CKBO3b CTEHy Ha caMOM Jejie cyllec-
TBYeT!

[Mapy cexyHn >KaH npuCHyLIMBaJICS K ToOJIOcaM,
4yToOBl OMpeaeiuTh HanpablieHHWe, .3aTeM, cobpaB Bce
CBOM CMJIBI, BbILLE] U3 YKPBITHSA M, MPUrH6asch K 3eM-
Jle, ABUHYJICSI HABCTpeuyy, He TPOM3BOAS JIMLUIHEIO
iyma, JIOBKO npobupasicb ckBo3b 3apociu. OH OoyeHb
XOpOLUO 3HaJl, YTO MO TY CTOPOHY PEKH «Ipy3bsi» aB-
TOMaTHYECKM CTaHOBWIMCb «BparaMu». [laxe momyc-
THUB, YTO 3TH JIIOAU He OGbUIM Ha CTOPOHE OXOTHHKOB U
MYTaHTOB, OHM, HaBEpHSKa, yX€ YCBOWIH OCHOBHOE
MpaBUJIO BBIXKMBAaHUS B JDKYHIJIAX: CHayaja CTpEJsii,
a IOTOM CMOTpPH, B KOro nonarn...

lonoca yxe pasmaBanuch Tak OGJIM3KO, 4YTO 3Hai
’KaH 3TOT fA3bIK, OH cyMeJ1 Gbl MOHSATH KaXHoe CJIOBO.
BripoyeM, Koe-kakue ¢pa3bl eMy NMOKa3alMCh 3HaKoO-
MBIMH.

WM Bapyr XKaH nmoHs: 3TO O6bUT aHTIMIACKUH, A3BIK,
KOTODPbIA' 3HAJIM HEKOTODHIE. U3 CTapeHIUMX XHUTEeH
CsoGoaHoit 3oHbl. KpoMe Toro, Ha3BaHMsi MUHCTPYMEH-
TOB B KPENOCTH TOXE HamnucaHbl Mo-aHMIMHCKU. Ha
3TOM X€ S3blKe «pa3roBapHBajla» BBIYMCIHTENbHAS
MaliMHa. JKaH He CMeNl W HafesiTbCs, YTO ero Kpe-
MoCTh TOXe 6blsIa co3laHa JIOAbMH. A BAPYT OHH MO-
MOTyT eMy.GbICTpee pa3ragaTh Bce ee TailHbI?! Ota
MBIC/Ib OKDPbUIMJIa €ro, HO He clejaja MeHee OCTO-
poxHbIM. IIpsAdace 3a KycTaMH, YKpbIBasCh 3a pa3Ba-
JIMHaMM, MHOTAA OCTaHaBJMBasiChb U TNPUCIYLIHUBAsCh,
XKaH Bce GMXe MOAXOAMJ K rojocaM, IBHIaBIUUMCS
B €ro HarpaBJIEHHH. '

YBumeB, HakOHel, NATb YeJioBeK, OH Bo3biarona-
pHui Hebeca 3a TO, YTO cO6JI00aT BCE MEPHI NTPEAOCTO-
pPOXHOCTH. 2KaHy JOBOAMJIOCH HabmonaTh B JOKYHIJSIX
-1 boJyiee cTpaUlHbie BeUlW, HO 3Ta rpynmna NpousBena
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Ha Hero ocoboe BneyatneHne. Mx oka3anoch nsATepo:
IBOE MYXYMH, IB€ XEHIUMHbI U OAUH... OAUH... TeM
BpeMeHeM OHH MeIUIeHHO npouuty Mumo XKaHa, npo-
ANpasCh CKBO3b IyCThie 3apOC/H OCpeBbeB M KyCTap-
HHUKOB. ByiiHasi 3ejieHb CKpblUIa €ro OT NMOCTOPOHHUX
rj1a3, HO He IMO3BOJIMJIa U eMy KakK ClieayeT pacCMOT-
PETb CTPaHHOE HEMOHSITHOE CYILUECTBO. CO CJIMIIKOM
6onblloi ronoBoil. JKaH Tak U He MOHsJ, KTO 3TO
6b11: peGeHOK, Kajleka MW KapJiMK.

Jpyrve wieHbl Tpynnbl TOXe BHIMJIsSIAENN GoJiee yeM
npuMeuarejbHo. OQHa M3 XEHIUUH, C TEMHBIMH KO-
POTKO MNOACTPWXEHHBIMM BOJIOCAaMM, OKasajlachb elle
oyeHb Monoaa. Ee ctpaHHas onmexna ckopee HanmoMu-
Haja 60eBOl KOCTIOM.

BTopasi, ¢ TaKMUMH Xe KOPOTKMMH, TOJBKO He-
oOblYallHO CBETJABIMM BOJIOCAMHU, OblJIa HEMHOTO
BbIlLIE DOCTOM, CTaplle U ojJeTa B TEMHO-rojybo#,
obsieralolmit purypy koctioM, ¢ 6Gpocalommcs B
rnasa WHWPOKUM IpyOLIM MosicoM ¢ 6ecCUMCIEeHHbIMHU
KapMaHaMHd M MOJIHUSIMM, Ha KOTOPDOM KpernuJoChb
YTO-TO, BeCbMa HaMoMHHUBLIee JKaHYy KnaBHATYPY
KOMMblOTEpPa, YBUOEHHYIO UM B KpenocTtu. Hecmort-
pPs Ha OTKpbITOE CHMMIATHYHOE JIMLIO 3TOM XXEHIUM-
Hbl, OH Cpa3y OLUYTHJI UCXOAMBIUYID OT HEe peliu-
TEJIBHOCTb U CHIIY. :

MyX4YHHbI TakXe CHIbHO OTJIMYAINCH OAUH OT
apyroro. CaMOMY BBICOKOMY M3 HHMX, C JJIMHHBIMH,
rnepexsayeHHbIMH Ha JIOY TOHKUM KOXaHbIM peMelll-
KOM BoJjiocaMH, 6buT0 OKOJIO Tpuauatu. »KaH oTMme-
THJI, YTO TUIEYM 3TOr0 YAUBUTEIBHO NMPOIOPLIMOHAIb-
HO CJIOXXEHHOTO TMraHTa pa3a B JBa LUMpe, YEM €ro
co6cTBeHHble. MyXUYMHY OT/IMYaJla TEMHasi 3aropeJias
KOXa, y3Koe, NMOYTH acCKEeTHYeCKoe JIULIO, XOPOLIO o4ep-
YeHHbIN ¢ TOPOGUHKOI HOC, OCTPBIH Monbopoaok; Hax
rna3oM KpacoBajlachb cBexasl ccanmuHa. Cyas mo Bce-
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My, 3Ta paHa Oblla HEe €JUHCTBEHHOMN: OH repeaBH-
rajics ¢ TPyAOM M HEMHOro MpUXpaMbiBal.

Bun naToro, mocieaHero wieHa rpynmnbl, BbI3Bal
y XKaHna yxac: oxoTHUK! B 3ToM He ocTaBajJloChb HHKa-
KUX coMHeHuit. [IpaBaa, oH OblT HAMHOIO HUXe, YeM’
Apyrue OXOTHMKM, KOTOPBLIX paHblue BcTpedas 2KaH, K
TOMY Xe Ka3zaJjicsi OJ1eAHbIM M LIeJ CMOTHIKasiCh, BCS-
KWt pa3, YTOObI He YNacTh, XBaTasiCh 3a BETBH JEPEBb-
eB. 1 TeM He MeHee 3TO OblI OXOTHHK: 2KaH He Mor
He y3HaTb Ha ero CnuHe U rpyay 3M6j1eMy MOPOHOB —
KpOBaBO-KpacHoOe Iiamsl.

JKaH ObICTpPO OTMpSIHYJ Ha3aa M 3acTbUI, HE OCMe-
JMBasiCb HU TMOBEPHYTb FOJIOBY, HU B3[OXHYTb, MOKa
rpynna He ygaJujach Ha nopsiiouHoe paccrossHue. OH
XOpOLIO 3HaJl, KaKHM HEBEPOATHO OCTPLIM YyTbeM
obsiagaroT oxoTHMKHU. M TO, 4TO ero noka He o6Hapy-
XWIH, OGBSACHSJIOCH pa3Be YTO IJIOXMM CaMOYYBCTBHU-
eM nocyegHero. OQHaKoO CKOpO BCe MOIJIO ITepeMe-
HUTBECSI, MOTOMY 4YTO, IOXanyi, HE CyL{eCTBOBAJIO
TaKoOW paHbl, KOTOpas Hafgojro Obl CBajHjia OXOTHHKaA
C HOT.

PagocTHoe Bo36yxxaeHHe, HanoHsBlee XKaHa npu
O[HOH MBICJIK O TOM, YTO OH BCTPETHII JIIOZIEH, CyMEB-
KX npopBaThcsi CKBO3b CTEHY, CMEHMJIOCH FHEBHBIM
pa3zoyapoBaHueM. HecMoTpss Ha Bce yBHIEHHOE, eMy
NMOHayaJly MoKa3aJoch NpPOCTO abCypAHBIM TO, YTO 3TH
moau ces3auch ¢ oXoTHMKoM. IlotoM XKan Bcnom-
HUJ OOHY HEMAaJIOBaXHYIO HOeTalb. 00€ XEHIIUHBI,
MyXYHHa C MOBA3KOH Ha 6y M OaXxe KapJHK ObLIH
BOOPYXEHBI, a OXOTHHK — HeT. Heyxenu... Heyxenu
3TH YEeTBEepO B3fJU €ro B IUieH?!

CaMo mno ceGe 3TO BHITJIALENO HEJIENO, HUKTO M
HHMKOrla He cMor ObI CXBaTHTh OXOTHHKa. [a, ero
MOXHO YOWUTb WIH TSXEJIO PaHUTh, YTOBBI YCIETh Crac-
THCh OercTBOM, HO MOGENMTh WIH B3fTh B IUICH...
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TeMm He MeHee MbICHIb 06 3TOM He ocTaBiasya JKaHa.
Kpome Toro, oH BcnoMHuJ o0 3apMKCHPOBaHHBIX Kpe-
TIOCThIO 3HEpPreTMYeCKHUX paspsiiax — KOPOTKOM, HO
MOILLIHOM BCIUIECKE 3HEPTUH, NMPUUUHY KoToporo KaH
He Mor ce6Ge OOBSICHMTb.

«B03MOXHO, — B3BOJIHOBaHHO JAyMal OH, — 3TH
YyeTBepO NEMCTBUTENbHO SIBWIMCh C TOI CTOPOHEI, MPU-
LUK, YTO6BI AOKa3aTh XuUTeasiM CBo6OAHOI 30HBI, YTO
MU O HEnoGeAUMOCTH OXOTHUKOB — 3TO JIOXb». DTO
HeoOXOAUMO HerpeMeHHO BBISSCHUTb. [IpaBaa, wiaHChI
TOro, YTO NoJ06Hasi MOMbITKA MOXET CTOMTb EMY XH3-
HH, ObUTM O4YeHb BeJdUMKM. OOHAKO €C/IM 3TH YEeTBEpO
TMOKaXYT, KaK CIIPaBUTbCA C OXOTHHUKaMH, HY>KHO PUCK-
HYTb. ‘

[ToMennus napy cekynn, KaH ObICTpO 3acyHyn
OpyXMe 3a TO0sIC U TNOCJeJOBaN 3a IPYMIoif.



IJIABA 4

BT0 HalMOMHMHAJIO KOLIMapHEIH COH. IlepBeie AecATh
MHMHYT OHHM MPOABHUIAJIMCh MO Y3KUM YJIOYKaM CTaporo
ropoja, ceityac GoJibllie TIOXOXHM Ha IITyOOKHe YLIEJbs,
M Ha KaXIOM llIary BMOEJH KapTHHBI CTpalLHOIO, He-
MbICIMMOro omyctolieHuss. OnHako, KaK HU CTpPaHHO,
MHOrHe [OMa, MOKpBIThie NPHYYMLIMBOK ¢HONIETOBO-
M3YMpYIHO#M PacTUTEIbHOCTBIO, Ka3alUCh XHBBIMH.

[TocTenenHo rpynna yxoawia Bce Aajblue U Aaib-
llle, roKa KBapTaJlbl CTaporo ropojia He OCTaJMCh IO-
3alM, HO cieabl pa3pylleHMsl BBIIISIACAM €LUE YXac-
Hee: HM ONHOro YyleJeBlIero 3JAaHHs, MOBCIOAY
rybokue, HarloJIHeHHbIe BOMIOM KpaTepbl. BoablIHH-
CTBO JIOMOB MNpPEBPaTUIOCh B OOYIJIEHHBIE DYHHBI.

"Terepb BOKPYT ITOOHHWMAJIHCh BBBICH HaCTOALLUHE
IKYHIIM M3 YY)XKMX JepeBbeB H pacTeHHH, NOJHOCTHIO
TNOMIOTMBLUMX TOPOJ, CIOBHO rocie ero yiuuToXeHns
NPOLUIO He MATHAECAT JIET, a NATh BeKoB. MHorue ae-
PeBbs1 JOCTHTAIM B 00XBaTe He MeHee JECATH METpOB U
YXOOWIH TaK BBICOKO B He60, 4T0o YepHTH He OTBaXH-
BaJlach JlaXe MpeicTaBuTh cebe ux BeicoTy. OHHM BHIE-
JM KYyCTapHHUK C BETBIMH, FMOKHMH, KaK y MOJIOHIOM
MBBI, XOTS Kaxnasi U3 HUX ObUla ToiiLe OOBIYHOTO Je-
peBa; BHIEJIH OTPOMHBIE JIUCThSI MANMOPOTHHUKOB, BpOJE
TeX, YTO pOCIAM Ha 3emiie BO BpeMeHa AMHO3aBpOB.

Bce 31ech ka3anock HeMpaBAOMOAOGHO OrPOMHBIM.
OfHaKO B 3THMX CJIOBHO MOPOXIEHHBIX YbEH-TO KOLI-
MapHoO#t (aHTasmei MKYHMISX OHM JO CHX TOp ellue
He BCTPETHJIM HM OOHOro Xusoro cyuectsa. IIpasaa,
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OQHaXAbl MM TNONajiach MayTHMHa, B HHUTSIX KOTOpPOit
3aMyTajloCh HECKOJIBKO OTrpOMHBbIX Kpbic. [logyuHMB-
wHch npexocTeperatouiemy xecTy Kaiina, oHn ocro-
POXHO 060THYnH 6enyro mnayybio Mpsixy.

HaT wna Bo rnase rpynnbl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
YepuUTH OYEHb HE XOTEJIOCh MOpyYaTb ITOW COBCEM
eule Moyonoii neByuike nogo6Hylo HebyiaronapHyIo
3alayy: Ha KaXIOM llIary pUCKOBaTb CBOEH >XHU3HBIO.
Yeputu 6buta GnaromapHa HaT 3a cMmesnocTts, nmoromy
YTO ellle HUKOraa B XXM3HM He YyBCTBOBaJIa cebsl Ta-
xoit OecrioMOLUHOM, Kak ceituac. Bce npencrapisiioch
HacCTONbKO GeccCMBICIEHHBIM, YTO €i HECKOJbKO pa3
XOTEJIOCh C TMOJIHOM CEepbe3HOCTbIO CHPOCHUTb CBOMX
Ipy3eil: 3aueM OHM BOOOLe 4YTO-TO ‘AenalT. To, uTo
OHa BbipBaJach W3 Jianm [I3HHeNsi, HE MMEJNO DOBHO
HHUKaKoro 3HaueHMsi. UepuTH euue He 3abbiia ux pas-
roBOp B €ro 4YaCTHOM My3ee Mo KynoJOM CaMOW BbI-
cokoit 6amnu Illait-Taana. HecMoTpss Ha npe3peHue
K 3TOMY npeaaTesio, oHa 6bu1a yBepeHa, 4YTO OH CKa-
3an npasny. «Ecnu ato, geficTBUTENbHO, TaK, — ycCTa-
Jno noayMana YepuTH, — TOoraa BCe, UTO OHHU YyXe
chenajid M TIPOJOJIXAIOT AejlaTh, COBEpPUIEHHO Gec-
CMBICJIEHHO, KaK U TO, 4YTO €lle MOXHO Koraa-iau6o
npeanpuHATL». YepuTH 60posiach C MPOTUBHUKOM, KO-
TOpOro Henb3ss ObUIO MOGeaHTb, MOTOMY YTO rnobeaa
Hal HUM OJHOBPEMEHHO -O3Hayajia CMepThb, MpUUYEM
HE TOJIbKO €€, HO' M BCEH 3TOI ILJIaHEeThl.

Barnsia Yeputn ynepcst B CNMHY llaraBLiero Brie-
penu 'ypka. Beirasimen oH HEMHOrO KOMHMYHO, HO OT
9TOro He nepecraBajl ObITh r'yMaHOMZOM. Bo3MoOXHO,
B ero obJMKe U HeOCTaBAIO YUCTO YEJIOBEYECKHX UEepT,
HO IO XapakKTepy 3TO — CTOMPOLIEHTHBIA YeJIOBEK.
«[Mycts oH poausics He B Konopano, a Ha BoceMbJe-
CAT 4eTBEpPTOil TaHeTe 3Be3abl VUTUENbIIyHK B OeBs-
Toi lanaxkTHke, — aymana Yeputn, — Bce paBHO AGH
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9ns I'ypk Banp Amap UGH JloT Pynnens YerBeprhiit
Obl1 ropa3fo 4YesioBeyHee MHOIMX M3 TeX, C K€M He
pa3 CTajJiKMBajila ee XXU3Hb».

— Croiite! Bnepeau omacHoOCTh!

Yeputu B3OpOTHYsIa OT HEOXHIAHHOCTH W aBTO-
MaTHYeCKMU BbiXBaTwWia opyxue. -OmHako npenocTepe-
ralowmit Kpuk Kaiina oTHocuics He K Heil, po6oT.
npexynpexagan Hosr.

Kak # oxugana YepuTH, Monoaas OeByilKa cpe-
aruposajia GbICTPO U XJIaMIHOKPOBHO. BrixBaTHB muc-
TOJIET, OHa, He ABMUrasCb C MeCTa, Telnepb BHHMa-
TeJIbHO OCMaTpUBajla OKPECTHOCTH, HO HHUYEro He
3aMeyasia. Barnsabl o6eMX XEHIMUMH GyKBaJbHO BIH-
JIUCh B OKPYXaBLIYI0O MX C TpeX CTOPOH CIUIOLIHYIO
cteHy. Huyero!

B oxupaHuM OObsICHEHMS YepUTH HEMHOro pas-
NpaXeHHO MOBEPHYJIaCh K Mera-BoMHYy. BhICTpO B3rnsi-
HyB Ha Ckannepa U yOeIMBILIHMCH, YTO €EMY MOXHO BBIATH
u3 cTtpost, Kaitn nmocnewmn K HHM H, He roBOpS HH
C/IOBa, NMOKa3al Ha HeGOJIBILOI, BHICOTOH B YeJoBeyec-
KMl pOCT WIapOBUAHbINH KycT. Ha HeM He 6bUIO HHYEro
NpUMeyaTeJIbHOro, KpoMe pasBe yto Gonblumx Gesneco-
BaTbIX TATEH, pa36pOCaHHBIX Ha YCEAHHBIX ILHTMaMH
BETKax, Ka3aJocCh, NMPUKIEEHHBIX K HHUM.

— YTo 3TO0 MOXET 6BITB? — momMopuiunace Ye-
PUTH.

BMmecTo oTBeTa Mera-BOMH MOAOILIEN] TMOGIHXE K
PacTeHUI0 ¥ MNPOTSHYJ PYKY, OCTOPOXHO HOTPOHYB-
IIKMCh NajblaMu o 6enoro, 6yATO MOCHIMAHHOTO ca-
XapHoit nmyapoit nstHa. CTtpaHHas cyGCcTaHLMS TYT XXe
W3MEHMJIa CBOI LBET M, Kak Obl NMpochinasich mnocje
JIOJITOTO CHa, Hayasia oXuBaTh. M3 mymucToit Genus-
Hbl OSIBWICS CEPOBAThIN KoJbILIAlLMiiCS apUK. bes-
3ByYHO B30pBaBLINCh, OH Pa3BEPHYJCS, BLUIUB COOEp-
XuMoe Ha pyky Kaiimy.
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Mera-BoMH pe3KMM OBHXCHHEM OTAEPHY/ KHCTh,
chenan 1ar Hasag ¥ MOBEPHYJICA K ocTalbHBIM. Ero
pyKa cpa3y Kak-TO focepejia, HO KOTZla OH MoAoLleN
noGauXe, CTaJIo BUOHO, YTO 3TO HE KOXa M3MEHMWNa
cBoii uBer. Pyka Kaiina 6b11a 10 JIOKTS CIUIOLIb MOK-
pbiTa CJIOEM KPOILUEYHBbIX KOMOLUMBILUUXCS CEPBIX CYy-
wecTB. Mexamy TeM, MaJleHbKME HaceKOMble, C MOX-
HaTbIMU TeJIbLIaMH Y BOCEMbIO WIEHUCTHIMH HOXKaMH,
Hauyajiu ObICTPO pacnojy3aThes.

— INayku! — nepBoit goraganack YeputH; ee JIULO
6pe3riuBo NnepeaepHynoCh.

[lpeononeBasi oTBpallleHHE, OHa MoaolUIa Mo6aU-
Xe M XOTesla HaKJIOHMTBHCS, YTOOBI pacCMOTPETh HX,
HO Mcra-BOUH NpenocTeperaollie NMogHsil BTOPYIO PYKY.

— OCTOpOXHO, — cKa3ajl oH. — OHHU OYeHb SOO-
BuThl, — Kain B3msgHyn Ha HaT: — OauH-aBa ykyca,
U Tbl Ob1 ymepia.

HasT nobneaHena, oqHako He Mpou3Hecja HU 3BY-
ka. K HuM nomouutn Ckapzep v I'ypk. Ckagmep, Kak
u YeputH, paccMaTpuBajl DYKY Mera-BOMHa CO CMe-
LWIAHHBIM YYBCTBOM JIIOGOMNBITCTBA U rayIMBOCTH, B TO
BpeMsi Kak ¢usmoHomus I'ypka BhIpaxasa NpPHUTBOP-
Hoe Oe3pasnuuue.

— [loyeMy Xe ¢ BaMH HHYEro He CIY4YHJIOCH? —
nouHTepecoBayiach YepuTH.

‘— Y MeHst MMMYHHTET NPOTHUB UX sifa.

Kain Bapyr yabIOHyCS, CXayl Najblbl B KyJakK, H
apMusi KPOLIEYHBIX YOMHLl chbexmuiach, Kak OT yAapa
3JleKTpHYecKoro -Toka. Hacekomble KOpYMIJIMCb, MOI-
XHMasi MaJleHbKHe HOXKH, M CEpoil MBUIbIO MaJlaiu K
HoramM Mera-BOMHa.

— A BOT Y HHUX TNpPOTHB Bac HeT UMMYHHMTETa, —
BOCXMIUECHHO mpo6opmoTtaia YepuTH.

H3T HepBHHIM ABHXEHHEM IMPHIOXHJIA PYKHU K
ryoaM, ¥, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO W TaK HaxoAwiach B
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6esonacHOCTH, OTCTYITWIA €lle Ha liar Ha3ald, pacTe-
PSHHO mIsiAs Ha Mera-BOMHa. :

— Cnacubo, — npobopmortana oHa. — Tsl crnac
MHe XHU3Hb. Bnaroaaplo.

Kaitn npomonuan, a ['ypk He nMpeMHHYJ BOCHOJb-
30BaTbCsI MOMEHTOM M BCTaBHJI OMHO M3 CBOMX €IKHX
3aMeyaHH .

— Cniacu60-To cracu6o, HO MeHsI MHTEPECYET TOJIb-
KO OfIHO: 3ayeM eMYy 3TO? — ITPOCKPHIEN OH.

YeputH yxe cobupayiach pe3Ko OCaaAUTh KapiHuka,
HO, nepeAayMmaB, TOXE€ BOIMPOCUTENbHO ITOCMOTpeE/a Ha
Mera-BOMHa. ’

— 3Haere, Kaiin, — Hauasa oHa. — MbI ¢ I'ypkom
peako GbiBaeM eAuHbl BO MHeHUsX. OnHako ceifyac s
C HMM COBeplIEHHO corjiacHa. JleiiCTBUTENBHO, Moye-
My Bbl 9TO caenanu? — YepuTu mokasama pykoi Ha
KycT. — INonaraio, Bbl MOriau Obl CMOKOMHO BBLKIATh,
noka Koro-Hubyap u3 Hac — HaT uWaM MeHs — He
pasopBanu Obl 9TM MajieHbkUe OecTUH. Hukomy 6b1 U
B TOJIOBY HE MPHILIO YINPEKHYTh Bac 3a 3TO.

— WHTepecHass Mbicib, — .oTBeTHN Kaitn u ynbi6-
Hyncs. — [Monaraio Ha Gymyliee o6CyIUTh BONPOC: Clle-
AyeT TU MHE B c.nenyloumﬁ pa3 npenocreperarb Bac
OT OMAaCHOCTH WIHM Xe€ HET.

Tenepb OH JaXe He MBITAICA CKPBITh HaCMeELLTH-
Bble HOTKM B ToJjioce.

Ho Yeputn maxe He yabOHYacCh.

— 51 roBopIO COBepIUEHHO cepbe3Ho, Kaitn, — npo-
n3Hecna oHa. — IMouemy Bbi caenanu 310? Unm 'ypk
npaB, ¥ 3TO TOJBKO HOBBI TPIOK, YTOOBI 3aMaHMTh
Hac B JIOBYLUKY?

Kaitn cmepnn ee mpoHMLATENBHBLIM B3ISIAOM H
MoJiya MmokKayaji TOJIOBOM.

— Toraa noyemy xe? — HactauBasa Yeputu. — U
no 3Toro, B 3ale TpaHcMutTepa, Kain?.. Benp 3Tw
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MOHCTPBHl HENpeMeHHO 6bl NMOKOHYMJIM C HaMHM, eClH
6bl He Ballle BMELIATEJbCTBO. MOXET, Bbl pacTopriu
aorosop ¢ [I3HuesieM M Temnepb HlleTe HOBYIO paboTy?

Ecnmn Kaitn u ynoBun B ee rojioce capKacThyec-
KHe HOTKH, TO, BO BCSIKOM Cjlyuyae, He oGpaTHUJl Ha 3TO
HHU Majleifliero BHUMaHMS.

— MHe... MHe HYXHO BpeMsl, — THMXO CKa3ajl OH. —
Sl moyKeH IMoAyMaTb.

— O yeM? — cnpocuna YepuTH.

— HagepHoe, OH MNOHsJI, YTO HaXOOMTCS He Ha
TOM cTopoHe, — npeanojoxuna Hat, Ho YepuTtn B3rns-
JIOM TpMKa3aja eyl 3aMoJyaTh.

Mera-BoHH CTOsUI HEMOABUXHO C HEMPOHULIAEMBIM
BbIpaXX€HHEM JIML[a, Ha KOTOPOM HE OTPaXaJloCh HUKa-
Kux uyBcTB. OnHako YepuTH Kasajioch, GyATO OHa BH-
JIUT, KaKas HamnpsikeHHass paboTa NMpPOUCXOOUT ceiyac
y Hero B ronoBe. HeoxmuaaHHo YeputH oTyeTIHMBO
BCIMIOMHWIA yXac U pacTepsitHHOCTb poGoTa B Ty CEKYH-
Ly, KOTZa OH TOJIBKO YTO BBIHBIPHYJI U3 TPaHCMMTTeEpa.
BHe BCSKHX COMHEHHIf, C HUM YTO-TO ITPOM3OLILIO.

— HaHuenb npepan Bac, Aa? — THXO NMpoU3Hecha
OHa. — MHe KaXeTcsi, MOPOHBI OTHIOAb He CJIyyaitHo
Hanaau Ha Bac. Bpsan M oHM oWIMGAMCH M MepernyTa-
JIX Hac ¢ BaMM. DTO TaK Wau?..

— S... — ry6n Kaina agpoxanu. OH 6ecrioMOLLHO
ornsabiBaics BOKpYr. OT ero caMoOyBepeHHOCTH He
octajioch M ciefga. — ... 1 He 3HalO, — 3auKasdACh,
npo6opMoTtan oH. — Bce... Bce ¢anpiinBo... 3T0 MEC-
To ¥ ecThb llaii... MHe Henb3s BO3BpallaThCs CIOAA---
OHM yOBIOT MEHs, €ClIH 3afepXxarT... .

IIpouta uenas MHHyTa, npexae 4yem Yeputu Mo-
HsJla, O Y€M TOBOPHMT Mera-BOHMH.

— Iai? — noBropuia oHa. — IHaii... Illajt-TaaH...

— BDTO Xe MECTO, Kyla NpHUBO3AT AeTed, — MpO-
wenTtan Ckagaep. — Jereit, KOTOpsIX AHXena y APY-
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THe XPULBI OepXaT 3[4eCh, YTOObl MPUHECTH B XEPTBY
[lai. HUx... ux npuBO3AT cloga, B 3TO MECTO, Tak?

Kaiin 3aTpaBieHHO MOCMOTpes Ha HeEro W MoJjya
KHBHYIIL.

— Yro BBl C HUMM nenaeTe?! — HEOXHMAAHHO B30p-
Banics Ckanaep. '

Ero nauuo mckasunoch ot rHeBa. OH OBICTPO MNoO-
DOllUeNl K Mera-BOWHY, MPOTSIHYJ PpYyKH, SIBHO Hamepe-
Basicb cxBaTUTh Kailla M XOpolIeHbKO BCTPSIXHYThb, HO
BIAPYT OCTAHOBHJICS, laXe He NMPUKOCHYBIUIKUCH K HEMY,
W BMUJCA BOMHY B Ijla3a MOJHBIM HEHaBUCTH NpH-
CTaIbHBIM B3[JISAOM.

— Tak 4To Xe NMPOUCXOAMUT C AeTbMM? 3ayeM BbI
NPUBO3UTE WX CloAa, B 3Ty npeucnogHow? Yto Bl ¢
HUMM gaenaete?

— Hwuyero, — crniokoitHo otBeTHn Kaitr.

— Tak roe xe oHn? — mnpopbryan Ckagnep. — B
4To YOMBaeTe UX WIM CKapMJIMBaeTe... 3TUM MOHCTpaM?

— He roeopu epyHnbl, Ckaggep; — NpoH3Hecna
Yeputu.

OpHako MHOeel He OOpaTHJI Ha Hee HHMKaKOro
BHUMaHMS.

Kaitn mokauan ronosoit. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO
Ckapgaep CTOs1 NMepel HHUM C TOOHSTBIMM KyJIaKaMH,
BO B3IIsifie Mera-BoMHa He ObIJIO U cjiefa cTpaxa, B
HEM CBETHJIACh TOJILKO CTpaHHasi M HEITOHSITHas 0e3-
TpPaHWYHas Teyasb.

— KoHeuHo xe, HeT, — npousHec oH. — OHM Ha
6asze.

— CtoyH 3Han o6 3ToM? — cnpocusia YeputH, yrto-
6L HeMHOro paspsiauTh 06CTaHOBKY.

Omna uyysctBoBaIa, yTo CKamaep TepsieT Hafl coGoit
KOHTpOJb. Pa3zymeercs:, MHIeell IPEKPacCHO MOHUMAJI, YTO
Kaitn He BMHOBaT, a ecan paccyXaathb 3IpaBO, TO €ro
CKopee CJIEAOBAIO NMPUYMCIUTD K XEPTBaM, YeM K Tpe-
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ctynHukaM. Ilpocto ceituac Ckamgep uckan Toro, Ha
KOM MOXHO ObUIO BLIMECTHTb HAKOTMBIUYIOCSI SIPOCTb.

YeputH OBICTPO BCTajla MEXAY HUMH.

— J3Huenb 3Ha, Kyaa BeleT 3TOT TpaHCMUTTEep? —
HaCTOMYUBO TMOBTOpWJIa OHa CBOM BOTIPOC.

Kaitn Monya KMBHYyJI.

— U, HecMOTpsT Ha 3TO, OH 3aCTaBWJ Bac clielo-
BaTb 32 HaMM, — TpPOAOJIXajla OHa, HEMHOIO HEpPBHH-
yasi, Habnlopas 3a COCTOSSHUEM Mera-BoMHa. — MHe
KaxeTcsi, CTOYH TOYHO 3HaJj, UTO MornagaHWe B TpaH-
CMHTTEp (pakTHYECKM O3HayaeT Bally cMepTb. OgHaKo
BCE PaBHO HacCTaMBaJl Ha 3TOM. '

— OH npocTO TOJAKHYN MeHsi, — ckasan Kaiin.

_ — INo-Bunumomy, CTOyH, BEMCTBUTENBHO, HE OYeHb-
TO 3aMHTEepecoBaH B TOM, YTOObl BHOBb 3amnoJIYYMThb
Tebs1, — ycMexHyscsa Ckannep, Mo-rpexHeMy He CBOAA
C Mera-BOMHa MbUIAIOLLETO HEHAaBUCTBHIO B3MisAa.

— Wam cnviukoM 3aMHTEpecoBaH B TOM, YTOOHI OT
KOTO-TO OTHEJaTbCsA, — Cepbe3HO 3aMmeTwna YepHTH.

" Kaitn He mpopearMpoBaJl Ha 3TO 3aMe4yaHHWE, HO
BHe3aIHbIit Osieck ero rias eiue- pa3 yoeaun Yepury,
YTO pa3rajka rae-To psiioM.

— EcaM BaM 3anpelueHo BO3BpallaTbCsd Ha 3TO
MECTO, KaK Xe OOBbSICHMTb TOT (pakT, YTO Bbl BCE paB-
Ho caenanu 3to, Kaitn?

— OHM npenHa3HaYMJIM MEHS IUIA JIMKBUIALMH.
Kaxablit ciiyra o6si3aH OTKPBITh MO MHE OTFOHb.

— Cnyra?!

'yl Kaitna TpoHyJsia jierkasi ycMellixa.

— OHH ellle Ha3bIBalOT UX MYPaBbsIMH, — TMOSICHUI
oH. — IlpaBaa, MeHs OynyT mpecjienoBaTb He TOJILKO
CJTYTH.

— Kro Xe ewe? — ¢ TpeBOroi B rojoce crpocuia
YepHTH.

— Taxkue Xxe, Kak 5.
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Ckannep no6ienHesn, HEAOBEPYMBO BCMATPHBAsACH
B Mera-BOMHa.

— Tak 3HauuT, €CTb €lle... TaKHe, KaK Thl? — ax-
HYJT OH.

Kaiin cepbe3HO B3MISHYNT Ha HEro MU KMBHYIIL.

— HWMeHHO 3mechb, Ha 3TOl naHeTe MBI B3pocCie-
€M M nonydyaeM oGpa3oBaHME, — TPOrOBOPHJ OH. —
3r1o Llai1.

— YTOo 3HAUMUT «Ha 3TOM MaHeTe»? — BMeLIalach
B pasroBop HosT, onHako YepuTu caenaia He3aMeT-
HBII XeCcT, NMPHU3bIBAIOLIHI €e K MONYaHHUIO.

— Tak BbI AymaeTe 4TO BBIPOCHHU 31eCh? — BHOBb
obparuiace oHa K Kaitny. — B atux mxyHrsx?

— Her, He B AXyHI1sX, a Ha 6a3e, — Mera-BoWH
NnoKa3saJl pykoit Ha ceBep. — OHaKO OHa pacroJjioxe-
Ha He OYeHb JAJIEKO OTCIoAa.

— WM ckonbko Xe elle... TaKUX, KaK Thi?.. — 3aMmu-
Hasich, cipocun Ckaanep.

Kaitn noxan mieuamu.

— He 3Hato. 3nech Hac He Tak yx MHoro. [Ipaena, ¢
TeX MOp Kak s MOCJemHUI pa3 HaxoAWwICsi Ha 3TOM IUIa-
HeTe, MPOLUIO MHOro BpeMeHM. Toraa Hac HacuWThIBa-
JIOCh MATBAECST WIK LIECTHIECAT, TOYHO He MoMHIo. On-
HaKo ecThb U JIpyrMe MeCTa, Takue xe, Kak lllaii-TaaH.

— O!.. — Henpowu3BoJbHO BhIpBaJioch y Ckanzepa.
OH CyOpOXHO CIJIOTHYJ CJIIOHY M TIOTIBITAICS YJIBIG-
HYTbCSI, HO BMECTO 3TOr0 Ha €ro JHlie INOosBWIach
yXacHas TrpHMaca.

Y Yeputu TOXe CJIOBHO MOpo3 mnpobexan mno
CnHHe.

— IlsTeaecaT WIH LIECTBOECHT...

OHH BHOENH, YTO MOXET ClIeJIaTh BCEro JIMIUL OMUH
Mera-BouH. be3 cOMHeHMs, MATHAECATH TaKMX MOJIOA-
LIOB BIOJIHE XBaTHT, YTOOLI NMOCTaBUTb Ha JLIGHI BCIO
TUIaHeTy.
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— 51 aymalo, BoBce He TaK YyX NJIOXO, 4TO ceifyac
Y Bac NMOsSABMJIMCb HOBBbIE NMapTHepHI, Bpoae Hac. [1pas-
[a, He 3Hal0, HPaBUTCS BaM 3TO WJIM HeET.

Kaitn MemneHHO mokauaj rojloBo.

— Bce He Tak mnpocto, KanuTtaH Jleiipa, — B ero
roJjioce NMpo3Byyany NMOYTH Tparuyeckue HOTKU. — Jeno
B TOM, UTO 51 He MOTy 6oJibllle OCTaBaTbCsl C BaMHU.

— Ho nouemy? — usymunach Yeputn. — Heyxenu
BHI elle yeM-To 06sa3aHbl d3Huenio?

— Peub He o Hem, — otBetMn Kaitn. — CrtoyH,
AeHCTBUTEJIBHO, MOYEMY-TO MbITalC YOUTb MEHS, On-
HAKO He 3TO BJIMSIET Ha MOIO U Bally TeMnepeliHIon
cutyaumio. [IpocTo s He mOMXKEH OCTaBaThCsl C BaMU U
C BalllMMM [pY3bsSIMH, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, XoueTcs
MHE 3TOrO WM HeT. Moe NMpUCyTCTBUE MpeAcTaBiseT
JUIsi Bac NMOCTOSTHHyI0 omacHocTb. Kpome Toro, s... 1
He MOTY HaxOAMTbLCS 31€eCh.

— Ho nmo cux nop BaM 3TO ymaBajloChb, — BO3pa3u-
na Yepuru.

— S Hapywun nepByl0o M €OWHCTBEHHYIO 3alo-
Befb, — Kain cran oyeHb cepbe3HsiM. — Hu ogHOMY
Mera-BOMHY HE pa3pellaeTcsl MOoCJie OKOHYaHMS MOA-
rOTOBKH BoO3Bpaliathcss Ha Illait, HM npu Kakux o6-
CTOSITENIBCTBAaX. B MpOTMBHOM cilyyae, OH JOJLKEH YOUTh
cebs. BoaMoXxHO, A1 Tak U caenalo.

— Jro mnepBasi pasyMHas ¢pa3a, KOTOpYIO s1 OT
Te6s ycablwan, — cbsa3Bun 'ypk. — [lait MHe 3HaTh,
eciy Tebe B 3TOM MOHANO6GMTCS MOMOLIb, MOW IpPYT.

Ko BceobuieMy ynupieHuto, Kain ynbiOHyaCs.

— 4, npasia, He MOry OCTaTbCS C BaMH, — MpOro-
BOpMJI OH, maas Ha Yeputn. — OtnycTHTe MeHd. [aio
CJIOBO, 1 He BblIaM HU Bac, HM BalllMX ApY3eil.

‘— A yto 6ymer ¢ Bamu, Kaitn?

Mera-BoMH 6€CMOMOLHO MoXaJ IUIeYaMH.

— He 3Halo, — npusHaicg oH. — Jto... — Kaitn

264



WCKaJl M, BUAMMO, He HaXxoAWJ CJIOB, NMepeBoAsl pacTe-
psitHHBIM B3rsaa co Ckaamepa Ha Hat M Ueputu. —
Huuyero He moHuMalo, — npoluenTal oH. — A gonxeH
OblN1 B3ATh Bac B IUieH. S moyixeH OblI... BCeX yOHTb,
Bac, YeputH, nocraButb K CTOyHY, a NOTOM JIUKBH-
. AMpoBaTh cebs... cebs camoro. [lepBas M e€AHHCTBEH-
Has 3anoBefdb OKa3ajlachb MOPYraHHOM, a ... — Ha ero
JIMLIE BHOBb OTPa3W/ioCh OTYasiHUE U 6EeCrOMOLIHOCTb.

D10 6bIJIO CTpaHHOE 3penuule. YepuTH BCMIOMHH-
Nla, KaKk TOT BHELUHE COBEPLIEHHO HOPMAaIbHbIA MO-
JIONOI YeNoBeK C NETCKMM JIMLIOM W MSTKMMH [Na3a-
MM olepxan nobeny Haa UEJOH apMHe MOHCTDOB.
OHa mnpekpacHO 3Hajla, KaKOBO ObITb NpeciiefyeMoii
TaKHMM CYLLECTBOM, CO3[JaHHEM, KOTOpOE C HerpeKJIOH-
HOCTbIO MAalUMHBI UOET MO TBOMM MNSATaM, OCTaBJIsAs 3a
coboit cMepThb M paspylieHre. OQHako B AaHHbBIA MO-
MeHT YepuTH He YyBCTBOBajla K Mera-BOMHY HHYEro,
KpoMe couyBCcTBHs. IlpaBna, B Helt elue GylueBat rHes,
HO Ternepb OHa NMOHMMaJia, YTO Aesio BoBce He B Kaii-
Jie, OH BoOOLie HM B YyeM He BWHOBaT. BUHOBHBI Te,
KTO IMOCJaJIK ero 3a Heil B NMOroHIo, Te, KTO MO CBOe-
MY YCMOTPEHMIO DAacHOPSIXAIUCh JIIOAbMH, KaK Llax-
MaTHBIMH (UTypaMH: 3aXOTEIH — NeEPEaBUHYIH CIOfa,
3aX0TeNIM — MNOXepTBoBaNH. [TogoHKH!

— Xopolio, — HakoHel| cKa3ajla YepuTH.

Ckagnep yAMBIEHHO B3TJISHYN Ha Hee, a [ypk,
CXaBLUMCb, KaK OT yaapa, )XagHO XBaTaJl pTOM BO3AYX.

— YTO 3HAYUT «XOpOLIO»?» — 3aBOIMHJ OH.

— WUawure, Kaitn, — He obpailas BHUMaHHUs Ha €ro
KPUKH, npousHecna YeputH. — BhI caepxaiy CJIOBO:
BpeMsi, KOTOpoe Bbl HaM Jajii, AaBHO HCTEKJIO.

— Tl uTO, C YMa couna? — cHoBa B3pepea ['YPK- —
On xe BBIIACT Hac, MepefacT C PyK Ha pyKu CBOHM
cobparbsam!

— 3aTKHHCDh Xe, HaKOHeEIl, CMOpYOoK! — KpHKHYI
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Ckanpep. — Ecnu 6b1 Kaitn xoten, oH Gbl yxXe AaBHO
caenan 3To.

‘HeoxunanHas nogaepxka Ckagaepa HEMano yau-
puna Yepurtu.

— Bui, peMcTBUTENbHO, MoXeTe uaTtv, Kain, —
nopTropwia oHa. — Ho BbI MoXeTe M OCTaTbCsi C HaMH.
Sl nosepsito BaM. BMecte Mbi GnicTpee Bbibepemcs OT-
croaa.

Kaitn neyajbHO mokayaj roJioBOiA.

. — CywuecTByeT TOJbKO OAHO MECTO, rie Bbl Oyaete B
6e3onacHocTH, — CBobonHass 3oHa. OHa yXe Henaneko
oTcioza. HCMHQI‘O Be3eHMs, U Bbl JobepeTech N0 Hee.

— Torma npoBoaMTe Hac, — npemioxuna Har. —
BMecte MBI, 6e3yClIOBHO, caejiaeM 3TO.

Kaitn cHoBa nmoxavasn rojioBoii.

— S He Mory moiTH Tyda, Kyoa MAeTe, B TOM Xe
Mepe KaK U Bbl He MOXeTe OTMPaBUTLCS BMECTE CO MHOIA.

— HHTEpecHO, M KyZa Xe 3TO Bbl HanpaBHUTECH?

Kaitn maxHyn pykoit B o6paTHOM HamnpaBJIeHUH.

— Ha 6az3y.

— Ho 310 Xe o3HauaeT TBOIO cMepTb! — HCHyraH-
HO BOCKJIMKHYyNa Hat. — Thl Xe cam ckasaji, YTO OHH
Te651 YObIOT.

— UMeHHO 3TOrOo OH M xouer, — npepBaja ec Ye-
PHTH.

Kain neyansHo mocMoTtpes Ha Hee.

— 51 Bemp npaBa, Kain? — Txo nponomkana Yepu-
TH. — BBI XOTHTE BEpHYTLCS, YTOOB! YMEPETb, HO HE 31€Ch,
B HETIOCPEACTBEHHOM 6IM30CTH, YTOGBI HE NMOCTaBUTh HaC
Noj yrpo3y, a Kak MOXHO Oaibllie oTciofa, ma? A BaM
XOTs Obl U3BECTHO, MOYEMY Bbl CTPEMHUTECH K 3TOMY?

— 3anosenb, — npobopmoTtan Kaitn. — [maBHoe U
€AUHCTBEHHOE: HYM OOWH Mera-BOMH He JOJKEH BO3-
BpawaTthcs Ha lllait.

— EpyHpa! — pockiMkHyna Yeputu. — A BOT
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BaM CKax<y, rouemMy Bbl Ha CaMOM JeJie HlUIeTe ‘CMep-
TH. Bbl MPOCTO TOHSUIM, YTO BCIO XXM3Hb CpaXKaJUCh
He Ha ToOit cTOopoHe. Benb Bbl He MNMpPHHAMIEXHUTE K
3TUM MOHcCTpaM. Sl He 3Halo, YTO OHM C BaMH chesa-
JIX, a U He XOo4y 3HaTb, HO OJHO MHE Tenepb SICHO
HaBEpHsiKa: Bbl HE pOOOT M HE OCOOBIH KJIOH >XHBOro
cyulectBa. Bbl — yesioBeK, TaKO# Xe, KaK M Mbl.

— 3T0... 3TO HE Tak, — npobopmortan Kaiun. [o-
JIOC ero 3afpoxaJ, B rjlazax BCIBIXHYJ OroHb, KakoW
Yeputn uHorma Buaena y cymacuieauwrnx. Ha kakoe-
TO MFHOBEHHME €€ CHOBa OXBaTWJI CTpax. — JTO... 3TO
Henpasaa! A...

— Bbl — uenoBek, — HacTOHYMBO MoBTopuna Ye-
putn. — M octaHetechb UM HaBcerda. [loHATHO, 4TO C
BaMH COTBOPMJIM HeuyTo yXacHoe. CoBepllleHHO SICHO
M TO, YTO BbI ceifyac BCSYECKH TNPOTHUBHUTECH 3TOMY.
OueBuaHo, [J3HMesn0 U3BeCTHO 06 3TOM. MMeHHO
MO3TOMY OH M MbITalcs YOUTb Bac.

— Het! — npocronan Kaiisi. = 910 He Tak!

— 9710 npaBaa. M Bbl 310 3Haete, — Yeputu caena-
Jla THEBHBII XeCT B CTOpPOHY, KyAa ykaseiBan Kaiin., —
CkaxuTe, Bbl He 3alyMbIBUIMCh Hal TeM, MoueMy BOOG-
lie CyLIeCTBYET Ballla NepBast U eIMHCTBEHHas! 3aroBe/b:
HUKOrJla He BO3BpallaThcsd Ha 310 Mecrto? Jla mortoMmy
YTO [UIS1 Bac 3TO BOBCE HE 4YyXas [UlaHeTa. DTo 3eMJA,
TUIaHeTa, Ha KOTOpOW pOOWIMCH M BB, U s, U Ckagaep,
U Hat, U MHorue [pyrue, a TaKxe, MO-BHAMMOMY, M
BaliM 6paTbsi. Tak YTO BBl OTHIOAb HE MOPOXIEHUE NpY-
roil raHeThbl, XOTS MHE HEU3BECTHO, YTO OHU CAENANH
C BaMH, YTOOBI MpeBpaTHUTb B TO, YTO Bbl ecTb. Hasep-
HOE, OHM W3MEHWJIH Balll MeTaGoJIU3M M, MO-BUAUMOMY,
MaHHUITYJIMpOBAJIM BalllUM CO3HAHHEM, CTEpEB. U3 Mamsi-
TH BCe BOCIIOMMHAHHUS O MpPOLUIOM, HE TaK JKU?

Kaitn GecriomMowiHo cMoTpen Ha Yeputu u mon-
yasi. IpocTHO TPAXHYB TOJIOBOM, OHa NMPOAOJIXKaa:
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— Bbl He 3HaeTe, KTO BBl TaKOH Ha caMOM Aene,
He TTOMHHUTE HHUYEro, YTO JIEXXUT BHE BPEMEHHOro Ine-
pHona oo TOro, Kak BBl Monaiu Ha 6a3y. Bam auub
cooO1MiIM, YyTo Bac BbIOpanu st Toro, 4TtoObl Bbica-
OUTb Ha uyXxylo mnaHety. [loiimute xe, Kaitn, oHun
yKpaiM Ballle MCTMHHOe «Sf» M BCe BOCITOMHMHaHHS,
4yTO6Bl OAHAXAbl Bbl HE OCO3HAIM, UYTO BOIOETE MpPO-
TUB cOOCTBEHHOro Hapoja!

— Ho nmaxé ecam 310 M Tak, — CHOBa BCTpSI
Typk, — 4TO 3TO MeHsieT? Mera-BOoMH HernpeMeHHO
BblgacT Hac! OH He CMOXeT MOCTYMUTb UHaue, Jaxe
eclii O4YeHb 3axoyer!

— Het! — nokauana ronopoit Yepuru. — OH He
cIieJlaeT 3TOro, Tenepb yXXe HeT. Bbl yBHAENM Hall MHp,
Kaitn, — ee rojioc cTajl TMXUM U NPOHUKHOBEHHBIM. —
BBl MO3HAaKOMMWJIUCH C HApOOM, K KOTOPOMY NpHHan-
nexure. Tak ocrtaHbTech Xe ¢ Hamu! Bbl momoxere
HaM, a Mbl — BaM. BMecte MBI cyMeeM nmobeauTb Bpa-
ros! IToBepbTe, Mbl MOITH Obl MHOTOMY Hay4YHUTBCS Y
Bac, a Bbl — Yy Hac.

Kaitn 6ecnomoiiHo 3acToHa1. OH MOMBITAICS YTO-
TO CKa3aTb, HO U3 €ro rpyAy BBIPBAJIOCH JIULUb XPHII-
Jloe abixaHue. BanporHys BceMm TenoM, poGOT 3aKpbul
PYKaMH JIMLO, NMOTOM BAPYr PE€3KO TMOBEpPHYJCH H,
npexjae 4YeM BCe YCIeJM ONMOMHHUTBCS M NMOCTapajuch
nperpaguTh €My MyTb, OBICTPHIMM MOLUHBIMM TIPBIX-
KaMH CKpBUICS B JUKYHIJISIX. .

YepHUTH NevyasibHO M pa3o4apoBaHHO CMOTpeJia eMy
Bcaen. Ckanaep, BBIXBaTHMB OpYXHe, COGMpalicsi yxe
NYCTUTbCA BAOTOHKY, HO OHa MaXHyjla pPYKOii.

— OcraBp! TeGe Bce paBHO €ro He OOrHaTh.

—_Tol npaBa, — cornacwics Ckaamep M, Hoxas
IieyaMH, 3acyHyJl TIHCTOJIET 3a mnosic. — YecTHO npH-
3HaTbCH, A JaXe pal, YTO OH YIUE.

YepUTH HHMUYEro He OTBeTWIA. YAUBMTEJIbHO, HO
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I'ypk, o 3Toro He ymnyckaBLUMIi HHM OAHOW BO3MOX-
HOCTH BbICKa3aTh CBOe MHEHHe, ceifyac KakK OyaTo BOIb
B poT HabOpan. [lo cyiuectBy, eil Toxe ciaexnoBaio 6bl
papoBaTbcsi TOMy, uto Kaitn yxe faneko oT HHX: Belb
KakK Obl OH HH XeJlajl UM TOMOYb, OHO €ro NMpPHCYTCT-
BHE TNPUTArMBaIO onacHocTb. Tem He MeHee Yeputh-
YyBCTBOBaJIa B Aylll€ JIMLIb ropedib U KakKoOH-TO HEmo-
HATHBIA THEB.OT TOro, YTO eif He YAaloCh YTOBOPHTH
Kaiina octaTbCsi M OH HaBceraa ywes oT Hux. [lymas o
TeX, KTO HaJpyrajicsi HaJl €€ MUPOM, B KOTOPOM Terepb
XWIHN oy, nogobHele Kaitny, raoe korma-To npekpac-
Hble TOpoJia CTaJli OMAacHBIMM, KaK KOBapHbIe 60J0Ta,
a KaxnIbli 1Lar MOT OKa3aThCsi POKOBbIM, UEepHTH THXO
3acTOHaJ1a OT Geccwius M Apyrux 6ojiee MyYHTENBbHbBIX
yyBcTB. Cyas no BceMy, NpHIlLeNbLaM Nnokasajaoch MaJio
npocTo paspywintbh 3emito. Her, um ewe 3axorenoch
TaK U3MEHUTDb ee, YToObl GoJblle yXXe HUYTO He Haro-
MHHAaJIO MPEKPACHYIO LIBETYLLYIO TUIAHETY.

3TH MBICIM BBIMATHIBUIM YepuTH, OTHMMaIU TNOC-
JenHue cwibl. OHa YCTaIO MOBEPHYJIACh K OCTaIbHBIM U
MaxHyJla pyKOii B HampapJieHHH, ykasaHHoM KaitioM.

— Tloitnemte, — rayxo mnporoopuia Yepuru. —
IMonpo6yem mobpatbcst no CBoGoaHO¥W 3OHBI.

* * *x

To, yemy XKaH cTan cBUAETeNeM 3a NMOCJHEAHHE Ae-
CATb MMHYT, TOTPSICIIO €ro ropasno Gomblle, 4yeM Bce
YBHIEHHOE WM 3a CBOM BOCEMHAOLATh JIeT. DTO Kasa-
JIOCb MPOCTO... IPOCTO KakMM-To 6esymmuem! CHauvana.
OXOTHMK CIIac MOJIOAYIO AEBYLIKY, BO3[JIaB/IABLUYIO IPYII-
Iy, KOTOpasl e[Ba He CBaIWIach B rHe3la SIHOBMTHIX
naykoB. [ToToM apyrie M Iylle Bcex MoJjiofasl XeHLIH-
Ha CO CBETJILIMHM BOJIOCAMH LEYI0 BEYHOCTh O YEM-TO
NeperoBapuBaJIMCh C HUM U BAPYT OTIYCTWIH, BCE paB-
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HO YTO noamnucanu cede cMepTHbIt npurosop! 2KaH 66Ul
YBEPEH: He MpoOMIOET M yaca, KaK OXOTHMK yXe nobe-
peTcs 0O KpenoctH M 060 BceM coobuwut! Yepes nsatb
MHUHYT 37iech 670Ky OyneT Herae yrnacTb OT IJIaHEpOB
1 MypaBbeB. MIHTepecHO, YTO Xe BCe-TaKM TNpPOHUCXO-
ImT? KTO 3TH 4yXakH, M UYTO MM 3[eChb HYXHO?

’Kan He Haxoaws1 OTBETa Ha 3TH BOMPOCHI U MOC-
YMTa 3a Jiyylllee NoKa ocTaTbCsl B YKPbITUW: Ha ubeit
X€ CTOpOHE 3T Joau? A MOXeT, Bce OOCTOUT MHaye,
COBCEM He TaK, KaK OH AyMaeT, Tepsiica B Joraakax
XKan. Bo3MOXHO, 3TH HE3HaKOMLIbl HUKAaKHE HE Xep-
TBbl, a, HA0OOPOT, MOBEJIUTEU OXOTHUKOB?

Ot 2T0¥ MbICAM JKaHy CTalo KakK-TO He Mo cebe.
OH Bcerna npegmnonaraji, 4To M Hajg MypaBbsIMH, H
Hall OXOTHUKaMH CYLIECTBOBaJIa KaKasi-TO TpeThbsl IJia-
BEHCTBYIOLlasi CMla, KOTOpasi, BO3MOXHO, Haxoaujachb
B TOM 3anpelleHHOM ropoge, noj 6awiHeii. 1 nouemy
6bl MM, Xxo3s€eBaM, He BbIMJIAAETh TaK Xe; KaK BCe
HopMasibHble nioau?! KcraTH, OXOTHMKa TOXe He TaK-
TO NMPOCTO OTIMYHUTH OT JiIOO6Oro camMoro -06bIKHOBEH-
Horo xwurtenss CBoboaHoi 3oHbl. Ecnu yx 3TH TBapu
CNOCOBHBI KaK YrogHO M3MEHATh CBOIO BHELIHOCTD,
KaKMMH X€ CHJIaMM pacrojiaraloT TOraa Mx xossiepa?!

Cepaue ’KaHa eBa He BBICKOYWIO M3 IPYAM, KOraa
OH YBUAEJ, YTO YYXaKH, OOOTHYB OMNacHbIi KyCTapHMK,
JBUHYIMCh Janblue. EcM OHM CTaHYT M BhNpeab TIpU-
JIepXXWBATbCS1 3TOr0 HampasJIeHWs!, TO BBIMAYT NPsIMO K
peke, a OTTyAa YXXe pyKoit noaath 1o CBO6GOIHOI 30HBI.

’KaH HanpsikeHHO >XOajl, MoKa OrpoMHBII Kpac-
HOKOXHI Bep3usa, 3aMbIKaBILUUI LUECTBHE, HE CKPO-
eTcsl cpeAu OEepeBbeB, 3aT€M OCTOPOXHO BbIOpaBLUIMCH
M3 YKPBITHS, nocsieqoBai 3a rpynnoi. YTo6bl gorHatb
H HEMHOTro o0OorHaTh 4y>XakKoB, OH BblOpas He npsiMoe
HanpasjieHUe, a, 3HaYUTeIbHO NpH6GaBUB XO4y, NoOBep-
HYJ1 HEMHOTO 3arajHee.
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’KaH Obl1 Tak B3BOJIHOBAH, YTO Havajx AenaThb
OWIMOKHU: OOMH pa3 MOYTH HACTYNWJ Ha MaJeHbKoe
nayuybe rHe3zlo, a yXxe yepe3 MMHYTy €ro Hora nonaja
B JIOBYLIKY OrpoMHO# capaH4u. [lo yMcrToit ciyyaii-
HocTh 2’KaH He TOJIbKO YroauJ B 3aMajHIO, HO U Ha-
CTYMWJ Ha MOKPLITYIO TOJICTbIM MaHUWPEM CIMHY Ha-
CEKOMOTro, NMpH TOM pa3fiaBUB €ro.

PaspasuBwinch npokiasitusmMu, KaH BbIGpajics U3
SIMBbI, NOAABJSAS TOWIHOTY, BBITEpP camor O TpaBy M 3a-
aymascs. HeT, Hy>)KHO HenmpeMeHHO B3siTb ce0si B pYKH.
Ceityac ero Xu3Hb npuobpesa ocobylo UEHHOCTb,
MO3TOMY cJiefoBaJio nooctepeybcsi. OH HOMKEeH Obin
LeJbIM M HeBpeAMMbIM N00paTbCcsi HO PeKH M CBOEro
MOTOKapa, a 3aTeM MNpeaynpeauTh Xureneit Cpobos-
HOM 30HBI O rpo3sillieil ONacCHOCTH.

IMapy cexyHn 2KaH cTos1, BCAYLWIUBasCh B MHOTO-
roJIOCBHIf LUYM Jieca, NMOTOM He OIJisiAblBasich nobexan
JajbLie. )

Jlec craHoBuiCs Bce ryme U ryuwe. Bekope 3apo-
CNIM COBEPLIEHHO COMKHYJIHCh, U JKaH ¢ GOJILLUUM TpY-
noM nponsuraics srepen. O ToM, 4TOGBl MPUAEPKU-
BaTbCsl BbIGpAaHHOrO HamnpaBJIeHHs, Heyero O6bUIO M
ayMmatb. K ToMy Xe cpead ryctoro KyCTapHHKa TO M
[ieJIo, CJIOBHO MPHUBHUIOEHMHS, MOSBISUTHCh 3aKOMYEHHbIE,
o0yrJieHHblE CTEHbl, MECTAMH ellie BIIOJIHE COXPaHMB-
Mecsi; Kotopble eule Gonblue 3aTpyOHSUIM €ro npo-
IBuxeHHe. EMy yacTo mpuxoawnochk AenaTh GosblIoi
KpIOK, YTOOBl 0OOHTH NeperuieTeHHe 3apocaei, U Aaxe
OTCTYNaTh Ha3ad, 6pocast ¢ TaKMM MYYHTE/IBHBIM TDYy-
IOM TIPOJIOXEHHYIO JOpOry, JIMIUb OBl XOTb HEMHOrO
CABUHYTbCS C MecTa. ENMHCTBEHHBIM COrpeBaBILUUM
nyuy 2KaHa yTeuieHHWeM ObLI1a MBICIB O TOM, YTO TEM,
IpYTUM, TOXeE, MO-BUAMMOMY, TMPUXOAUTCS HECNAAKO.
Cryyaif ¢ maykamMu SICHO MOKa3ajl, YTO OHU He OYeHb-
TO XOpOWIO pa3buparoTcsl B XHU3HU KyHIIeH. Bo3mox-
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HO, €My TNOBe3eT, U UYyXaKu OydyT HacToJIbKO Ji06e3-
HBI, YTO pa3pelliaT CbecTh ceOs1 KOMY-HUOYyab M3 XHIL-
HUKOB WIH XOTS Obl HACTYIAT Ha SIIOBUTOE pacTEHMeE.

HecMoTpst Ha To, uTo 2KaH noutu 6exai, U30 Bcex
CHJI CTapasiCb He IONacTh B KaKyl-HHUOyaL 3aMacku-
POBAHHYIO JIOBYLIKY, OH BbILLIE€J K DEKEe TOJBbKO 4yepe3
nontopa 4aca. 3apociM 3aMETHO MOpeleu. YBHUAEB
TIPOCBET B JINCTBE AEpEeBbeB U BbIOPaBLUUCH, HAaKOHEL,
Ha Kpail OrpOMHOro rpsi3HOro pycija, CTaBlliero Ha-
cTosiiei noMoitHo#i siMoit, 2KaH ¢ oropueHueMm OGHa-
PYXWJI, YTO 300POBO OTKJIOHHMJICS OT Kypca Y Aajl Maxy
KWJIOMeTpa Ha [Ba BIPaBoO.

OH TsAXeNo B3OOXHYN. M Kak ero Tak yropasam-
n0?! CyacTbe, UTO €My BOOOLLE yoaJoch HalTH AOpOTy
K peke. 2KaH 6pocun B3risig Ha HeEGO U, He 3aMETHUB
HUKaKHMX IJIaHEpOB, OTIPABUJICA NAIbLLUE.

[TepBylo TPeTh NMYTH OH MPEONoIe] JOBOJILHO Jier-
KO, Jy4ylieil Jopord Hedero GbuI0 M XenaTb. [ToToM
JKaH BbIGpasicsi Ha MeCTaMM yUeJIeBlLIYyI0, TOKPHITYIO
acdanbpTOM yAHLly, KOTOpas TSHYyJach BAOJb Oepera.
Ynuua okasanachb NOKpblTa MXOM M TPaBO#M, HO MATHU
Mo Heil 6bUIO ropa3fgo CIOKOWHEE: He "HYXHO omna-
caTbCs Ha KaXIOM lIary yroguMTb B JIOBYLUKY WJIH
HaCTYNHUTb Ha SINOBHTbIM rpu6. Tak OH 1Iea yXe Mo-
llaca BpeMsi OT BpEMEHH OCTaHaBJIMBasiCb U TMNpHU-
cnymnaancr: K U3MEHYMBOMY WIYMYy AXyHriei. [lapy
pa3, yciablluaB CTpaHHbIE MM HEMOHSTHblE 3BYKH,
JKaH c 6bICTPOTOIT MOJIHUHU NpATAICA B J06oe noma-
BEpHYBLUEECS] YKPBITHE.

M Bce-TakuM OH, O4YEBHUAHO, OONYCTHJI KaKOW-TO
NpocyeT, NMOTOMY YTO BHE3aMHO YJIOBWI TO, yero 60-
sincs Gosblle BCero Ha CBeTe: 3aBbIBAHWE MOTOpa Jie-
TeBWeEro rulaHepa. >KaH BCIUIECHYJ pyKaMH M HUCHy-
raHHO BCKPHKHYJ: HaJ peKdi mokasajach ManeHbKas,
6secTAlUas XOJNOAHBIM CBETOM TOYKA. B Ty e MMHYTY
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OTYETJIMBO OBO3HAYMIICS CHIIY3T TIOCKOro cepeGpHc-
Toro nucka. [lnaHep neren nmpsiMo Ha Hero!

B rny6uHe aywm >KaH npekpacHO MOHMMaJ, Ha-
CKOJILKO BeccMbICIEHHO Bce, YTO Obl OH HU NOMbITaI-
Csl MPEeNNpPHUHATL. Y TOro, KOro XoTh pa3 Mnoimai Jo-
KaTop MmjaHepa, He OCTaBaJIoOChb HU MaJjleiluero aMca
yHUTH OT npecnenosaHus. OrHeBoi MoOILM ITOro Jiera:
Iouwero youitupl 6bu10 GoJjiee YeM AOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI
MpeBpaTUTb B FOPCTOUKY Merula J1060e CyllecTBo, Kyaa
6b OHO HM CIIPSITAIOCH.

OnHako MHCTMHKT BBIXKMBAaHUS OKa3aJcsi CHJIbHee
paccyaka. B nBa mpbixka JOCTHrHYB jeca, XaH co
BCcero paamaxy 6pocHiICsl B OFPOMHYIO pacCIUEIHHY Tof
nepeBoM. BonbHO yaapuBIUMCB O BBICTYMalOLHME KOp-
HU M HapocThl, JKaH CKOPYWICS Ha AHE [yOOKO# sIMbI,
HEMpPOU3BOJIbHO 3aKpbIB pyKaMH JIMLO, CJIOBHO XOTeJ
OTTOPOAMTLCSA OT CMEPTOHOCHOM Jla3epHOM MOJIHHM.

Mexny Tem maHep npubauxaiacs. Bor oH yxe
TIpeBpaTWJICSI B OTPOMHOE TPUALATUMETPOBOE YYIOBU-
e ¥, B3METHYB Ty4Y PacKaJIeHHOI MNbUIU, MpoJeTes
Han ykpbiTueMm JKaHa!

B nepBrlit MOMeHT 2KaH Tak Mopasuicsi 3TOMy, 4YTO
He cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO e MPOU3OLJIO, U 3HAT TOJNbKO
O[HO: OH €llie XWB, OAHAaKO He MOHMMa, novyemy. B
TO € MTHOBEHHMe ropsiuast BOJIHa BO3[yXa, KaK LUleid
TAHYBILUAsICS 3a IUlaHEpOM, HaKpbUla IDKYHIIM M Geper
peku. 2XKaH mouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK YyJOBHILHasi CHJIa CXBa-
THJI2a €r0 W TIOAHSAJIa BBEpPX, CJIOBHO CyXOH JHUCT. OH
3akpuyas, 6e3ycrellHO MBITasCbh YXBaTHTLCS 3a YTO-
HUOyOb HalexXHoe, 3aTeM YBUAEN, KaKk 6Geper pexu c
NATHAOLATHUMETPOBEIM DPYCJIOM CTPEMMTEJILHO HeECeTcs
eMy HaBcTpeuy. ‘Heckonbko pa3 mnepeBepHYBIUKCbL B
Bo3fyxe, JKaH coO CTpalIHBIM TDOXOTOM YNaj BHH3.
CwibHbII yaap NMPOH3WI KaXIylo KJIETOUKY Teja, OTO-
3BaBIUUCh 6OJIBIO B cycTaBax pyK M ruied. Ha cexkyHny
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€My NnoKasajioch, 6yATO Ubsi-TO HEBUAMMasl MOLLHasI pyKa
CXBaTWwja ero 3a HOTM M NbITaeTCsl pa3opBaTh Ha 4acTH.
Bckope mnocnenoBan BTOpoit, 6ojiee CUIBHBII TOMYOK,
nocne Koroporo XKaH Tak M OCTasics JiexaTb Ha 3eMJie,
TUXO TNOCTaHbIBasg OT 6OJIM M CTpaxa.

PeB nnaHepa Bce elle coTpsicajl BO34yX, HO ObuIO
CNBILIHO, YTO OH NocTeneHHo yaansiercs. XKad ¢ Tpy-
JIOM TOMHST TOJIOBY, NBITasiCh CMaxXHyThb CJIe3bl, MOCTO-
SIHHO HaBOpAuYMBaIOLLMECS] HA [Jla3a U MeLUaBIUHE YBH-
IeTb BCe, YTO mnpoucxonut. Huuero He MOHMMAaIOLIHUM
B3MJIAOM OH YCTaBWICSI Ha TMTFAHTCKMI cepeOpsiHbIH
IIUCK, KOTODBIi YCIEN 32 Mapy CEKyH YITH Ha HECKOJILKO
KujioMeTpoB B cTopoHy. [loHeMHory KaH Hayan noHu-
‘MaTb, NoyeMy ocTayics B XuBbIX. Cyls o BceMy, BOBCE
He OH ObUI MpUUKHOI HaeTa. [1pOCTO-HANMPOCTO KOMIb-
I0Tep TUIaHepa BhICIeAW Gojiee BaXKHYIO AOObIYY.

Mexny TeM OrpOMHBIi JIeTaTeNIbHbIA anmnapar BAPYT
pe3Ko 3aTOPMO3MWJI, HEMHOro cOpocus BBICOTY M CTal
ONKcBLIBaTh Haj peKkoi ObicTpele KpyrH. Ha MuHyTY
’KaHy noxasanoch, YTO 3IKHMIAX 3aMeTHJ, HaKOHEL,
CBOI10 OLUMGKY M peuin BepHYTbCs, YTOOBI pa3fnenaTb-
cd ¢ HUM. OfHaKo TulaHep HEMOABUXHO 3aBUC Hal
CEpeNHHON PEKU M MEIUICHHO, MOYTH 6e33By4HO Ha-
yan onyckatbcsi Ha Geper.

KaH MoOHAN, YTO y Hero NMOsIBUJCA IIaHC Ha Cla-
ceHne. Cobniofasi Bce Mepbl NMPEIOCTOPOXHOCTH, OH
CTaJ TOpPOTUIMBO mpobupartbcsi K Jjecy. PaccrosiHue
cocTaB/suio He 6osee nsaTH MeTpoB. Ho 3a Te Heckosib-
KO CEKYHH, B TeueHHe KoTopblx XKaH, 3aMHpas OT CTpa-
Xa, TON3 K 3apocCisiM, OH He pa3 NMPOLUAJICS C XU3HBIO
M otaaBaj 6ory aoyury, He cMesl NTOBEPHYTb TOJIOBBI U
MOCMOTPETh Ha IUJIaHep.

BecripensiTcTBEHHO A06GpaBwiKch A0 Jjeca, XKaH
6pocuscs Noa KycT, NMOYTH BbIpBaHHbI MOLLHOHK BO-
JIHO# mpoHecllerocs anmnapata. OH nexan Ha 3eme,
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XaAHO BABIXask BO3AYX M AyMas O TOM, KakMM 4YyIOM
€My yaanoch K36exXaTb CTPalllHOro KOHLA.

HeMHoro nepemoxHyB, XKaH oTnosi3 B 3apociu U
TOJIBKO TaM PELLUWICSI OCTOPOXKHO BBITIPSIMUTLCS U B3MIS-
HYTb Ha naHep. OrpoMHasl MaxMHa, MOKaYuBasich, 3a-
BUCJIa B MSITU MeTpax Hal MOBEPXHOCTbIO 3eMiH. XKaH
3aMETHJI B HUXKHEM 4aCTH MalUMHBI MHOXECTBO ObICT-
PO BCMBIXMBAIOLLMX XEATbIX U KPacCHbIX OroHbKOB. Ofi-
HaKO OCJEMHUTENIbHOIO Jiyya Jila3epa He obLIO BHIHO.

«YTO-TO 3/€Ch HE COCTHIKOBBIBAETCS», — IMOAyMa
’KaH. [Toka OH pa3sMbILISN, B HIKHEH 4acTH faHepa
obpa3oBajiach MaJieHbKasi y3Kasi llejib, 3aTeM 0e33Byd-
HO OTOABMHYJIAChb NaHe/lb, OTKPbLIB SIDKO OCBELLUEHHOe
NpPSIMOYTOJIbLHOE OTBEPCTHE, U3 KOTOPOro BbLABHHY/NAChH
MeTaJIM4ecKas JIECTHHLA M KOcHynach 3eMnu. CeKyH-
Ly CNYCTS OTTyJa HayaaM CIYCKaTbCSl MYpPaBbH.

’KaH MHCTMHKTMBHO rny6xe 3a6uics B cBoe ybe-
XKULe. HCCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, YTO IUJIaHEp HaxXOAWJICA OO-
CTaTOYHO JaneKo, OH onacajcs, KakK Obl KTO-TO M3
MYTaHTOB C/y4aiiHO He 3aMETHJI ero.

Mexny Tem Ha Gepery, obpa3oBaB XHBOi MOJy-
KPYT, YXe€ coBpasoch OKOJIO AIOXHHBI TMFAHTCKHX TBa-
peit. JlecTHULIa BTAHY/IAch Hasal, XBepb 3aKpbLIach, U
Yyepe3 MMHYTY OrpOMHas JeTaTe/bHas MallMHa MON-
Hsach B Bo3iyXx. JKaH BHUMaTelbHO Habiiogaa, Kak
NJIaHeleT, MEMJIEHHO TpOJIETEB BAOJbL DEKH, IOUTH
GecllyMHO MpHUOGIH3NICS K OCTPOBY M CKPBUICS 32 HUM.
Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH elle HampsX€HHO Xaaa, MokKa
TUTaHep TMOSIBUTCS CHOBa, HO TileTHO. HaBepHoe, Ma-
LWKHA MPU3EMJIWIACh Ha NPOTHBOIOJIOXHOM! CTOpOHE
OCTPOBa M Telepb KOro-To OXuiana.

«Jla Benb OHM YCTPaHBalOT -3acafly», — [oOrajajics
XaH. Ho Ha xoro? U 4rto, yepT BO3bMM, 30€Ch BOOO-
we npoucxogut? EMy MHOroe nmpuulIOCh MEPEXUTh,
HO TaKoro ¢ HMUM elle He ObIBaJlo.
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A MOXET, BCE 3TH TIPUIOTOBJIEHUS [EJAIOTCA W3-
3a yyxakoB? [lo kpaitHell Mepe, 3To Kasaynoch KaHy
€MHCTBEHHBIM JIOTHYECKUM OOBICHEHHMEM NPOUCXO-
asiwiero. M Bce-Taku Kako# CMBICH B TOM — €CJIM peub
JEUCTBUTENIBHO LIJIa O XO3€BaX OXOTHUKOB, — YTOObBI
rnoiMaTb MX B JIOBYLUKY?

HeoxupgaHHo B rosoBy XKaHa mpuiuna cMenas
Mbicnb. 1 mycTh B HEM Bce BOCCTaBajio U NMPOTUBH-
Jloch €if, 3To ObUla eAMHCTBEHHasl BO3MOXHOCTb Haii-
TH OTBET Ha MYUYMBLIMIA ero Boripoc. Baaparusasi BceM
TeJoM OT cTpaxa, 2KaH BBIMOJ3 U3 YKPLITUS M OTIpa-
BMJICA Ha Kpaii Jieca, Tyaa, rie HeCKOJbKO MMHYT Ha-
3aJi UCYE3NIH MYPaBbH.



ITIABA 5

INpuMepHO mosyaca TOMy Ha3all OHM YCJbILIAIH
BBICOKMI CBMCTSIILMI 3BYK, KOTOpPHII OBICTpO Hapac-
Tajl, APUOAMXKAsICb K HHUM, 3aTeM TaK Xe BHE3aNmHO
pe3ko obopBaiics. [lyreniecTBMe MO IXYHIIAIM MpO-
IOJDXANIOCh YXe ToJITopa 4yaca. 3apocjii NMOCTENEHHO
CTaHOBWJIMCb Bce Tylilie M ryule. Uem rutoTHee CMbIKa-
JMChb (HONIETOBO-3€/IeHble PAacKHIMCTbIE BETBH, TEM
6oblle CTAaHOBHJIOCH BCEBO3MOXHBIX TBapew.

YepuTH yXxe IaBHO, c6unach co cyeTa, CKOJIBKO pa3
Ha HMX HamajajJii MajJieHbKHE CylIecTBa, KOTOphIe e[Ba
JIH MOTIJIM CNPaBUTLCA C YETHIPbMSI B3POCJIBIMHM JIIOAb-
Mu. OfHako Mnapy pa3 UM MNpPHLUIOCh BCEPbE3 OTOM-
BaTbCsl JIa3epHBIMH JiyyaMH OT 6GoJiee KpymHbIX -0cobei,
HeCcMOTpA Ha mnpukKa3 YepuTH HUCIONb30BaTh NMHUCTONE-
Thl TOJILKO B CJIydae KpaiiHeit HeoOXOAMMOCTH: MOpO-
Hbl MOIJIM JIETKO 3aceyb HUITydyaeMble 3THUM OpYXHeM
BCIJIECKH 3HEprMU. BeINOMHUTE TaHHOE pacropsDKeHHe
0Ka3ajloch He TaK-TO NpocTo. YepUTH 3TO XOpOLUO Mo-
HHUMaJla, KaK ¥ TO, YTO CaMO HX IMPHUCYTCTBHE B JUKYH-
[JIIX COMPSLKEHO C MOCTOSSHHOM OMacHOCTBIO.

«MypaBbu cymenm 6bl 6e3 ocoboro Tpyaa o6Hapy-
XHUTb TPYNNy, AaXe He MCIOoJb3ys NMpUOOpBI Clexe-
HUS ¥ BCSIKHE TaM JioKaTophl. JlocTaToyHO 6bUIO Mpo-
CTO CJefoBaTh MO IMNPOJOXEHHOMY HMMH TNYTH,
3aBAJIEHHOMY COXOKEHHBIMM ABIMSIIIMMUCA TpynaMu
pa3sHBIX TBapeW, KOTOpDblé OHM OCTaBJSIJIM MoOCHe
cebsa», — o3aboyeHHO monyMana UepuTH. DTa MbICIH
3acTaBMJIa ee elle pa3 BCIIOMHHUTb O TOM, KaK yXaCHO
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“3MeHuJIcs ropoa. byitHO paspocuiasics 3eneHast Mac-
ca 6YKBILHO KMLIesia XH3Hblo. O1HAaKO 3TO yxe Oblia
COBEpPILIIEHHO uyXasi, arpeccMBHasi ¢oopMa XXHM3HHU, CO-
6paHHass M NpUBE3eHHas TpHILIENbLAMU C pa3HbIX
taHeT. Eciy ke MM, IDeHCTBUTENbHO, XOTEJOCh CO-
30aTh Ha 3emile KOMMIO CBOEH POAMHBI, TO MOXHO
cebGe MpeacTaBUThb, YTO TaM 3a aj.

[To BceMy ObIIO BUOHO, YTO HA MOpOHE r1aBHbIM
OMOJNIOTHUECKHM BHUIOM SIBJISUIMCh HaceKoMbie. 3a moc-
JlelHHe N1Ba yaca JIIOASIM OOBEJIOCh CTOJIKHYTLCSI C Ta-
KUMM YyJOBHILIAMH, KOTOpbIE BpPsif JIM MOIJIHA Obl NMpH-
BMIEThCA JaXe B CaMOM YXacHOM KoiiMape. [1puuem
MHOrMe M3 3THUX MOKPLITHIX MaHLMpEeM, OTBpPaTHUTEJB-
HBIX TOJ3AIOLIMX CYLIECTB C OCTPHIMH KIIBIKAMM M
APDKMMH SIIOBHUTHIMM ILMMAaMM GBIJIM OrPOMHBIMH H
arpecCMBHBIMHU, KaK B3GecHBlIMecs OyibIoOry.

JIXYHIM MpecTaBasin coboil OAHY TMTaHTCKYIO
JIOBYLIKY, TIe KaXObli Hamajaja Ha KOro-to U MOXH-
paj ero, naxe ecjiy B 9TOT MOMEHT U caM CTaHOBWJICS
nobbiyeit Gosiee CUILHOIM TBapH.

HecMoTpss Ha TO,. UTO B KOHLE KOHLOB BCE CTaJU
NMPUMEHATh IS 3ALUMTHI OpYXMe, HUKOMY He yaajioch
n36eXaTb MHOXECTBA KPOBOTOYAIIMX LiapanH, HaHECEeH-
HBIX OCTPbIMM 3yDaMM HacTOSIIUMX BUPTYO30B MUMHKDHH.
K coxaseHH1o, MOKa TBapb HE BIMHBAIachb B YeEJIOBEKA,
6bUI0 OYeHb TPYAHO Y3HaTb B HE# XWBOE CYILECTBO.

Mpebicnu YepHTHM BMMI YJETYYWJIMCh, KOrJa OHa
3ameTuina, uTo Ckannep, B3siBILIMIA Ha cebs ponb mep-
BOMNPOXOALA, BIPYT OCTAaHOBMWJICS W, TIpefOCTeperaio-
e NMOAHSAB PYKY, C TPEBOroi omisiHyicsa. Yeputu xo-
TeJla CIpOCHTb, YTO TPOMCXOAMT, HO MHIEel CHOBa
caenan npenocreperalpounyii xecr. Hecmorps Ha 37O,
JeBylUKa OOHHWM INPBIXXKOM OKa3ajachb psSiiOM C HUM.

— Yto ‘TaM? — mpoluenTaia OHa.

Cxapnep BbICOKO NMOIHSJI rOJMOBY U MHUHYTY-ApY-
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ryIo MPUCAYLIKUBAICS, NMOTOM HeONpelesieHHO MnoXal
TieyaMHu.

— MHe 4yTo-To MnokKasajoch, — cKa3al oH. — Ho s
MOT U OLUUOUTHLCA.

YepuTH TOXE MpHUCTyLLATaCh — HUYEro. M BIPYT OHa
MOHSUIa, YTO Tak HacTopoxwio Ckaaaepa: BOKPYT cTosula
CTpaHHasi TULLIMHA. [1OCTOSIHHO CNENOBABILMIA 30 HUMH U
HU HA MMHYTY He NMpeKpalllaBLIKUHCS XOp IUMMSALMX, CBUC-
TALIMX, BOIOILUMX TOJIOCOB MTOYEMY-TO 3aTHX.

— Yrto cayuunocws? — crnpocuna Hat, npucoeau-
HSISICb K TOBapHiLaM. ’

[MoxaB nneuamMu, YepuTu caenana HeomnpeaeseH-
HbI XECT B CTOPOHY pacCTWJIaBLIMXCSI Meped HHUMMU
IOKYHINEHR.

— CnuuikoMm THMX0, — oTBeTWwia oHa. — YTo-TO...
He To.

YepuTtH xoTena caenarth wiar Bnepea, Ho Ckaanep
OBICTPBIM OBHXEHMEM OTTAlMJ €€ Ha3ag M Haual
MOJIYa BBITACKWBATh BHUCEBILEE Y HEro 3a NosiCOM Opy-
xuve. HenosonbHO HaxMypuBIUHMCb, UepUTH cepaHuTo
B3MJISHYJIa eMy B 1a3a, OJIHAKO cliepXaiach U He Mpo-
u3Hecna Hu cioBa. Xotss Ckagaep He pa3 J0Ka3biBall,
uTo OobGNagaeT Tpe3BbIM OCTPBIM YMOM, OHa TepIeTh He
MOr1a, KOTAa ¢ Helt obpallaiMch Kak co ciaboit, HyX-
Jaoueics B-3allUTe XEHIIWHOM.

[Tpexne yeM JOCTaTh OpYXHE M NMPONOJIKHUTD MYTh,
YepuTH ellie pa3 orisaeNnach Mo CTOPOHaM, ybexnaa-
SiCb, YTO UM HHWYTO He yrpoxaer. K Helt TyT Xe TO-
pornuBo npucoesMHunuck Hat u I'ypk. [leByika nei-
CTBOBaJIa C HAaNpsi)X€HHBIM BHHUMaHHMEM, M Jaxe Ha
quue [ypka MosiBUIOCH BCTPEBOXEHHOE BhIpaXKEHHUE.
Ckagnep caenan elle HeCKOJBKO LIaroB U CHOBa 3a-
Mep. CeKyHIy-OpYTYIO OH OCTaBaJICSi COBEPILEHHO He-
NOABUXHBIM, 3aTeM MOBEPHYJICA M CIeNasl 3HaK OcC-
TalbHbIM MPHUOIU3UTHCS.
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— Hy u.., — npousnecna Yepuru.

BmecTo orpera Ckaanep OCTOPOXHO pa3fBHHYI
KycTbl. OKa3blBaeTCsl, OHM yXe NMOYTH IOCTHIJIM Kpas
neca. Brniepeau snexana MokpbiTasi MXOM U KaKMMHU-TO
rpubaMu nojioca 3eMJIM, IUUPHUHOMN B MSTb-1UECTD LlIa-
roB, Ha MOBEPXHOCTH KOTOPOi TOpHaM JIMUIb Mepe-
TJieTeHHble BO3AYLIHBIE KOPHM HAepeBbeB. 3a 3TOW
MOJOCO# BUAHENACh METPOB B MATbCOT LIVPHUHOMN rpsi3-
“Hasi IMa, [IHO KOTOpOii ObUIO MOKPBHITO XHAKUM KO-
PHMYHEBBIM MJIOM — XYTKOE PYCJIO MEPECOXLIEe PeKH.
Beper Ha Apyroil CTOpOHE KasajliCsl HEMHOTO Bbllle,
Ho OyitHasi paCTUTEJILHOCTb M TaM yXe YcIieja MorJjo-
TUTh MOYTH BCE CJieAbl YeJOBEUECKOM LMBUIN3ALIHH.
IpaBna, Yeputu oTMeTnsia npo cebs, yTo Jec Ha Tow
CTOPOHE HEMHOro OTJIMYaeTcsl OT 3TOro.

— A YTO Xe Tenepb? — BbIBEJl €€ U3 3alyMYMBOC-
™1 ronoc Hoart.

HemHoro nomosnuas, Yeputu mnoxana ruie4yamu M
'KMBKOM FOJIOBBI YKa3ajla Ha MPOTHBOIMOJIOXHbII Geper.

" — Tenepb Tyna, Ha Ty CTOPOHY.

H>T HenoBosibHO 3arjisiHysa BHYTPb O0JIOTMCTOM
SIMBI.

— A cTtout nu? Heyxenn 3To Tak Heo6xogumo? —
Bospasun [ypk. '

YepuTH yJOBMJIa B €ro rojioce’ rHEBHblE HOTKH,
HO MoCTapajlaCb OTBETHTb CaMBbIM JIIOOE3HBIM TOHOM,
Ha KOTOPHI# TOJILKO ObLIa crniocobHa.

— BDTo HanpaBjeHHWe, YKa3aHHoe KaiiyioM, — rmo-
SICHWJIa OHa.

— Onarp Kaitn?! — xynauku I'ypka sspocTHO B3MeT-
HyJucbh BBepX. — Jla Thl, KaXeTcsi, MO YIIM BTpecKa-
Jlace B 3TOoro rapa!

— IlpocTo s noBepsilo eMy, — CTNIOKOIHO OTBeTHJIa
YeputH.

— S Toxe, — mo6asuna Hort.
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FypK 37106HO B3MISAHYN Ha XEHIUMH M SAOBHUTO
NpousHec:

— BenukonenHo! Bac Tenepp yxe anBoe!

— Tpoe, — HEOXHOAHHO pa3fajcsi HEBO3MYTHMBII
rooc Ckangepa, U YepuTH C yOMBIEHUEM 3aMeTHJIa
Ha ero JMlEe cMYilUeHHyio ynbioky. — Y Kaitna Her
HUKaKMX OCHOBaHHMIt Hac OOMaHbIBaTb, — MPOAOIKWI
nugeeut. — OH Mor Obl yXXe AaBHO MOKOHYMTb C HAMH —
€CNu 6bl TOJILKO XOTEeJ 3TOro, — B JIIOOYI0O MHHYTY.

— A MOXeT, Mera-BoMH AoOHBaJicsi BOBCE HE 3TO-
ro. Moxert ObITb, Yy HEr0 OTHOCHTEJIBHO Hac COBEp-
WIEHHO OpYyruve rJaHbl?

[MopaBuB pasgpaxeHue, YepuTH MoJiya NMoOBEpHY-
Jlach U BbllIa U3 jeca. Terblit BeTep, MPUHECWIHHA C
co00i1 3amax WINCTOro AHa, yaapun eif B auuo. Yepu-
TH MoexXusach W Orjisaenach, OXBaueHHasi YyBCTBOM
MOJIHOM 6e33alUUTHOCTH. HecMoTpsi-Ha To, YTO B IXYH-
MIAX UX Ha KaXIOoM UIary noicTeperaiu GecuucieH-
Hble OIMacHOCTH, JIeC BCEe-TaKM OblI XOTb KaKMM-TO
yoexuuieM. 3aech Xe OHU OKasaluch Ha BMAY, Kak
®pykTel Ha dapdoposoM 6Gilone U3 MPa3gHUYHOTO
.cepBu3a. B3rnsiHyB BHHM3, Ha mycroe pycio, Yeputu
YAVUBUWIIACh, YTO PacCTeHHUs MOPOHOB He MYCTHJIH KOp-
Hell ¥ TaM, Bedb XHpHasi M JIUCTasl MOYBa HMOCAIbHO
noaxoausa Jisi TIpUHECEHHBIX Clofla BETPOM CeMSH H
cniop. Ho ckonbko YepuTH HM BCMaTpUBaIaCh BAAIb,
HUTAEe He MOIjIa 3aMeTHTh Jaxe ciefa (PHONETOBO-
3eJICHOBATOM 3apa3bl, HH €IUHOrO 3eJIeHOro NnsATHa Ha ~
KOpHYyHeBOM ¢oHe GOJIOTHCTOro OHa.

HsT Toxe momouuta K Kpalo oO6pbIBa U OCTOPOXHO
CKJIOHWJIaCh Haj yXonsiiei# BHHU3 NTOYTH OTBECHOM CTe-
HOWM, TPEBOXHO BCMAaTpHBasICh B IIyGHHY.

— Hla, He Tak-To Mnpocto OyAeT TyAa CNYCTHTb-
cs, — CKa3sajla OHa. )

Yeput Mosmua KuBHyaa. Pycno 6buUlo He O4eHb
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rny6okvnM, HO Oeper OGoJiblLUE YacThiO COCTOSII U3
KaMEHHBbIX ¥ GETOHHBIX OBJIOMKOB M CKOpee HanmoMMH-
Has ckanbl. Cyns no BceMy, OyneT HeBepOSITHO TpYA-
HO He€ TOJIbKO CNYCTHTBLCSI, HO 3aTeéM M MOIHAThLCS Ha
npyroi 6Geper.

— A noyeMy Obl HaM He nepeiTH uepe3 Moct? —
capocun TIypk, ykasbiBasi pyKOil Ha OMJIaBJIEHHYIO
CTaJIbHYIO MaxWHY, YepPHbIM MPHU3PaKOM BHUCEBLUYIO Hag
PYCJIOM pEKH.

ITocne HecKONbKHUX CEKyHHA pa3MbillieHHI Yepu-
TH OTpULIaTeNIbHO NMoKavajia rojioBoi. Jlo Mocrta 6bLI10
Mo MeHblUei Mepe MUIU TPU, ONHAKO UHTYULIUS MOA-
cKa3biBajia e, YTO OHU BpSI JIU CYMEIOT UM BOCTIONb-
30BaTbCs. Bo-rnepBbiX, TaM MOIJIM OKa3aTbCs pa3Hbie
TBapu. A BO-BTOpblX, YepuTu GoJsblue MpULIOCH TO
Oylle pycjio MepTBOM peKH, CTaBLUEil, MO0 Bceil BUAU-
MOCTH, cBoeo6pa3HbIM GapbepoM 4YyXe3eMHO# dayHe.
K TOoMy Xe M HaxoaunoChb OHO COBCEM PSOOM.

YepuTH CHOBa CKOJIb3HYJIA B3MJISAOM IO OHY PEKH.
Henaneko oT TOro MecTa, rjie OHH BBILUIK U3 Jleca, U3
BLIMOLIEHHOH KaMHeM 3eMJIH MOAHMMajllach BBepX
NBaALaTHUMETPOBasi TPaHUTHas CTejJla — OYEBHUIHO,
paHbllie 31ech ObL1 OoCcTPOB. Temeps Xe IJIOCKOe fa-
TO, nopocliiee 3eJIeHbIM KYCTapDHMKOM, C MaJIeHbKH-
MM, Gosbleil YacThlO0 pa3pylIeHHBIMH JOMHKaMH, Ka-
3aJI0Cb KaKMM-TO abCcypnioMm.

YepHUTH ellle pa3 BHUMAaTEJIbBHO NPHUCMOTPEJIACH.
OcTpoB M BCe, YTO HAXOOWJIOCH Ha HEM, ObUIO 3aTAHY-
TO 3eJieHoi Maccoit. To Tyr, TO TaM BMIHEJMCH Me-
peBbsi C pa3poCLIMMUCS KOPHAMH. B omHoM MecTe 3e-
JIeHBbI# KOBep MPOTSAHYJICS MOYTH OO CaMOro AHAa PeKH.

— Yto c T060i1? — cnpocun Ckaanep, 3aMETHB
yXac Ha ee JULe.

YepHUTH 3a0yMUyMBO yKa3ajla Ha OCTDOB.

— BoH TaM, BUAMIUDB, OCTPOB?
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Haxmypusiuncs, Ckanaep npocienuna B3MIsIAOM B
yKasaHHOM HaMnpaBJIEeHMH, HO HE 3aMETHUJI HUUYEro He-
06bIYHOrO ¥ CHOBa BOMPOCHTEJBHO NOCMOTpEJ Ha
Yeputu.

— OH Becb B 3eneHU. [logo6Hoe MecTo — eOHH-
CTBEHHOE BO BCEM pyclie.

— Hy w?..

— CrpaHHO, — YepuTH HeZOYMEHHO MoXaja Iuie-
yaMu. — Xoreaoch 66l MHE 3HaTb, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAYMT.

— YTo-TO MHE He OYeHb XOYEeTCSl Tyda JIe3Thb, YTO-
6bl 3TO BbISSCHUTb.

B KOHLlE KOHLIOB OHM pelWIM HayaTb CIYCK, KO-
TOpbIN nokasaics YepuTu MeHee TPYOHBIM, YEM OHa
oxupana. 3a MATbAECAT JIET BETEP M HOXIAb CACHAIHU
MecyaHUK, KOTOPBIM Obljla BbUIOXEHa HabepexHas U
Apyrue OeperoykpenurelibHble COOPYXEHHUS, TaKuUM
MOPUCTBIM, YTO NalbLbl MOIIM JIETKO LEMIAThCSA 3a
KamHM. IlepBbiMu criyckanuce Hat u Ckanaep. Yepu-
TH nonsna cineaoM 3a I'ypkoM. KopoTeHbkue KOHeu-
HOCTH KapJiuka C TPYAOM YAEPXWBAIM €ro BEC, Ja M
CMOCOGHOCTHIO JIa3uTh Mo cKajaM ['ypK SIBHO He OT-
avyaics. HeckonbKo pas, BUAS, YTO OH BOT-BOT MO-
TepsieT ONOpPY M PYXHeT BHU3, UepUTH B yXace npoTs-
TMBaja eMy PYKY. A OOMH pa3, 3aMETHUB, KakK IOf ero
HOTOM INpenaTe/IbCKH PacKpPOLIMWIICS KaMeHb, € Jaxe
NpMULIOCh CXBaTUTh ['ypka 3a BOpOTHUK. OilHaKo BMecC-
TO 6J1arogapHOCTH KapJiMK JHlub 6pocajl Ha Hee THeB-
Hble B3IJIsiAbI, MMO3TOMY MeTpa 3a ABa OT AHA PEKH
YepuTH mocuuTaa 3a Jyvlllee TIpeKpaTUTh CBOM IO-
NBLITKM MTOMOYb €MYy.

M TyT npousoluno HenpeaBuaeHHoe: 6YKBAILHO B
MeTpe OT MOBEpXHOCTH pycia ['ypk mortepsii onopy u
CBaJIMJICA B 3JIOBOHHYIO. THHY. [NyOuHa wia okasanach
JOCTaTO4YHOM, YTOOBI OH NOIPY3WICA B HEro C rojo-
Boit. Ho yxe B ciemyiouniee MrHoBeHHe ['ypk BCKOYMI
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Ha HOTHM M, pa3pa3uBLUMCh THEBHBIMHM BOIUISIMM, CXBa-
THICA 0O0EMMH pyKaMH 3a JIMLIO, NbITAasAChb YAAIUTb U30
/Ta M HOCa OCTaTKM Ipsi3u U npoTepeTh Mia3a. Kap-
JIUK CTOSIJ Ha TBEpPIOM OCHOBaHMWH, HO ObUI 4O nosica
TIOKPHIT U3[aloLleil OTBPAaTUTENbHBIH 3anax KOpUYHe-
BOM TUHOM.

Heckonbko MrHoBeHmit YepUTH ¢ HeCKphIBaeMbIM
3JlopaiCcCTBOM Jilo60Basach 3THUM 3peJMIlIEM, MOTOM
OCTOPOXHO TMPOJOJIXKJIA CNYCK U 6pe3riuBo nomop-
1WJach, KOrja ee HOrH, HOCTHTHYB JIHa, A0 KOJIeH
MPOBAIWINCH B XHUAKOE OTBPaTUTENbHOE MecHBO. ['ps3b
oKasaJlaCb HeNnpUsATHO Teruioil U ckonb3koit. «Hasep-
Hoe, — C coiporaHueM noaymana Yeputu, — MMEHHO
MO3TOMY 3[IeChb He MOXET OOMTaTb HHU OJHO XMBOE
cyuiecTBo». Ilpexae ueM cCHOBa OOpaTUTLCS K OpY3b-
sIM, OHa Mo3Bosinja ceGe ele HeMHoro noat6oBaTbCs
Ha M3pLITAIOLLETO MPOKIATHSA Kaphuka. HaT m Ckan-
Jep ycrnenau 3a 3TO BpeMsl YHTH Brepe, HO TOXE OC-
TaHOBWJIMCb, BHUMaTEJIbHO BCMaTPUBasCh B MPOTHBO-
NMOJNIOXHBbIA Geper.

[Toka Bce 6b110 cniokoitHO. OnHako YepuTu BOPYT
OXBaTHJIO 6ECTOKOHCTBO, KOTOPOE YCHJIMBAIOCH € KaX-
noi MUHYTOM. OHa caejaja elle-liar Briepen M BHe-
3aMHO OLUYTHJA, YTO Ipsi3b, MO KOTOPO OHM NMPOOH-
pajiMch, BOBCE HE Ipsidb, @ KaKasi-TO MEJIEHHO TeKyluas
KOpHYHeBas cybcTtaHuuss. YepuTH naxe nokKasajoch,
YTO OHa YYBCTBYET CTPaHHYIO BUOpaLUio, CJIOBHO rae-
TO AajieKo ObeTcsi OrpOMHOE Cepille CTpallHo#, Gec-
KOHEYHO MIMHHOW 3MEH.

B nepBylo MHHYTy €il 3aXOTeJlOCb OTOTHaTb 3TY
MbICJIb, HO NOTOM OHa MOAyMaJia, YTO YXe He BIiep-
Bble MCIBITBIBAET CTOJIb CTPAHHOE OlUylleHue, OYATO
HayyHaeT BCMIOMHMHATh TO, YTO KOIAA-TO YX€ INepexXu-
na. OToenbHBIE CJIOBAa M TMOHSITUS MOPOHOB BpEMCHa-
MM npobyxnanu B UepuTH HeuTo, JieXaBiueé B riybo-
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KHX MiacTax €€ CO3HaHHs, OOHAKO HE B BHIE KaKHX-
TO KOHKPETHBIX 3HaHMWi1, a KaK HEKHH Oap CBbILLE.

OKoHuaTe/IbHO BbIOPOCHB M3 TOJIOBBI 3TH HaBsA3-
yuBble MbICIH, HYepUTH AOBHUHyNach Aajiblie, HO He
caenaB M HECKONbKHMX 1LAaroB, CHOBa OCTaHOBWJAChH.
Hat 1 Ckapmep Toxe 3amepiau, 3aMETHB, YTO CEpO-
KOpHUUHeBasi Ipsi3b, 3aMoJIHsABIUAS PYCJlO, SIBHO llieBe-
snTtcs. Tlo ee raakoi MOBEpPXHOCTH TO U JeJI0 MPoO-
Gerana psaGb, CIOBHO rae-TO B ITyGMHE MOJ3JIO YTO-TO
OrpoMHoOe.

U Bopyr peka kak 6ynro B3opsanack. TaMm, rae paHb-
LIe NMpocTHpalachb poBHas IJlalb, Tenepb KHIEJ BOJXO-
BOPOT M3 JIeCSATKA MajieHbKMX IpsA3eBbIX reiisepos. ITo-
TOM HacblllieHHasl TEMJIOM ropsiyasi Xuxa B3METHYyJachb
BBBICh, U MOCPEAH 3TOTO pPEBYLIEro IpsA3eBOro ByJIKaHa
MoKa3ajioCb OrpoOMHOe, YepHOe, MHOTOpyKoe Tejo!..

“YepuTH rpOMKO BCKPHKHYJIa, KOrla CyXue KOHeY-
HOCTM MypaBbsi CXBaTHJIH €€, KaK CTalbHble KIIBIKH.
OHa nonebiTajach BHIPBaTbCS, HO 1T 3TOTO NMPOCTO He
xBaTuJo cuia. YynoBuile 6e30 BCAKOIro HampsiXXeHUs
BBICOKO MofaHsiyio YepuTH Haa coGoit, AByMS LUynaib-
LaMM MPUXAB PYKHU XEHLHHbI K TeJy, @ TPETbUM OT-
TOJIKHYB €€ TMpaByl0 PYKY, CXHMaBllylO HamnpasjieH-
HBIi Ha Hero nucroner. YepuTH Bce-TakKM YAAIOCH
BBICTPeIUTh. OHAKO SIPKO-3eJIEHBI JIyd CKOJB3HYI
MHMO MypaBbsi U, HE NPUYMUHHMB €My HHU MaIeHILEro
Bpella, KOCHYJICSI THHBI, NpPEBpaTHB €€ B LUMMALLEE
obnako mnapa.

Yeputn M30rHyaach, H3HeMorass OT MPOHM3bIBAIO-
weit 6onu B NMpaBoit HOre, U M3 MOCHACAHHX CHJI I10-
NbITATach AOTAHYTHCA IO BToporo mucronera. Ee pyku
6eCMOMOIIHO CKOJIL3WIM IO TOsCY B MOMCKax MOCTO-
SIHHO BHMCEBLUEr0 Ha TAJIMM MU3Jy4aTesisi U HeOoXHIaH-
HO HaTKHYJIMCb Ha He4YTo IpYroe.

Kak Ttonpko YeputH BKIIOYWIA 3alUMTHOE TMoOJe,
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YYAOBMUILE, NMPOH3EHHOE MNATHIOJECATHIO ThICAYAMHU
BOJILT, U3/1aJI0 PE3KMI1 CBUCT M, OCNabUB XBaTKy, Mell-
JIEHHO TNOIPY3WJIOCh B rOpsiuylo >XHXY.

OTyassHHbIM ABMXeHHeM YepuTH BbIpBalach M3
OYIUMBLIUX ee Wlyrnajiel M TOXe PYyXHy/Ja B TPSCHHY.
OaHako B cliedylollylo CEeKyHOy OHa yXe Obula Ha
HOTax ¥ YcChejia NMoOBeprHyTh BTOpPOTO OpocuBlierocs
Ha Hee MypaBbsi. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 HanpsXXeHMe 3alUUT-
HOIt AYTH OKasajioch ropasao ciabee, ¥ YylOBHLLE CHO-
Ba HayaJlio MelUIeHHO noaHuMartbcsi. [lpaBaa, oHO He
caenalo HoBoro 6pocka, a MpoOOO/DKaJIO CTOSATb, CO-
BCEM KaK YeJIOBEK OrOpue€HHO Kauasi FOJIOBO#, 3aTeM,
KaK ¥ NepBOeE, PYXHYJIO B rpsi3b.

YepHTH MONHHMEHOCHO BbIXBaTWlia BTOPOi NMUCTOJET
U, KpaeM IJia3a YJIOBUB KakKoe-TO ABWKEHHUE CrpaBa, He
LeNAch, BhICTpeNWIa Tyaa Hayraj. Jlyy nasepa mpo6ui
IPYOHON MaHUMpb MypaBbsi W BHICBOGOOWI BCIO CKOH-
LIEHTPUPOBAHHYIO HEPrHIO ero Hyrtpa. MOHCTp 6yKBaJib-
HO pa3fieTeicsl Ha KYCKM, OJIHAKO 3a HUM YXX€ BO3BBI-
wanacs ¢urypa apyroro uyaoBuuia. He pasnymbiBas,
YepuTH BHICTpENWIa B HEro W OIJISTHYJIach: 3a ee CIH-
Hoit Hat m Ckapnep NpUKaHYMBIM ABYX MOCHEOHHX
MOPOHOB, KOTOPbIM CErofiHsi, Cylisi 10 BCEMY, BIlepBble
TaK KpynHo He nopessio. Ho 310 6buia nuiub KOpoTKas
nepenbiika. IlpaBaa, MypaBbM noka 6osblue He MOKa-
3bIBAJIMCh, HO peKa rnpomoypkaia 6ypautb. «Eciu konu-
YeCTBO BOJIH, INMpoGeralolmx Mo TOJCTOMY CJIOI0 XUA-
KOH Ipsi3W, paBHSIETCA KOJIMYECTBY MYTAaHTOB, TOrga MX
NOJDKHBI OBITH TaM THICSYM», — B OTYAssHUM TOXymasa
Yeputn. Ee B3mign CKONAB3HYJ MO TPYMY YXACHOTO Ha-
CEeKOMOro, HAaroJIOBUHY NOrpyXeHHOro B Wi. Yeputu
3aMeTHJ1a, YTO 3TOT MypaBel OTJIMYaeTCcsl OT APYTHX OCO-
6eit: OH BBITJISLEN MEHblE U HEMHOTO TOHbILE.

OHa nouckana rnasamu ['ypka. Kapnauk cunen B
THHe, MOYTH A0 noadopoaka MOrpy3uBILUUCh B OTBpa-
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TUTENbHOE KOpHUHeBoe MecHBO. OOHUM NPLIXXKOM
YepuTH mnpeonosiena pasfessiBliee HX PacCTOSTHHE.
BoiTawuth 'ypka OblIO AENOM CEKYHOBI, MOCHE Yero
oHa Gpocunace Kk Ckagaepy u-HaT, Bonoya 3a co6oit
ynupasluerocsi Kapauka.

— D710 NoByiuka! — KpukHyn Ckamaep. — OHM Xnaa-
JK Hac!

BMecTto oTBeta UepuTH HanpaBuna HU3nyyaTesb
NpsIMO Ha POBHYIO NMOBEPXHOCTb TIpsi3€BOrO MOTOKa.
Paspgancs B3pbIB, 3aTeM MOX CIOEM WJIa YTO-TO BCHbIX-
Hyno. YepuTu yBUIEsa OCIEMUTENbHO-SIPKYIO MOJIHUIO;
B Ty e CEKYHAY M3 3JIOBOHHOM XXMXH, M3[IaB PE3KUH
CBUCT, MOKAa3aJIOCh TeJO MypaBbs. DTOT MYTAHT TOXe
nokasajics YepuTH CIMIIKOM MaJIeHbKHM: €ro pocT
He MpeBBILIaN MeTpa, 2 KOHEYHOCTH GbIIM TaK TOHKH,
4YTO MOXOAMJM Ha CMHUYKU. Bripouem, ecnu uymoBuuia
M YCTynajau JIIOASIM B pa3Mepax, TO 3HaYUTENbHO Ipe-
BOCXOAWIM MX MO YUCIEHHOCTH. [psi3p BOKpDYr mno-
NpeXHeMy llieBenjach, BOJHbl HJa MEIUIEHHO, HO
HEYMOJIUMO HaKaThIBaJIK Ha HUX CO BCEX CTOPOH. Ye-
PUTH OLICTPO OCMOTpEJIach, OLEHHBAs CJIOXHUBIUYIOCS
obcraHoBKY. 'pymnna He ycrena OTONTY M AECATH MeT-
poB OT Gepera, HO OHa NPEKpacHO NMOHHMMaJIa, YTO OHU
CTaHyT ellle OoJjiee ySI3BUMbI MU OECITOMOILHBI, €C/IH
MOMBITAIOTCSI TIOBEPHYTh Ha3aJl M CHOBa B306paThecsl MO
noutH orBecHoit crteHe. K ToMy xe Yeputu He pa3
Habnlopana, Kak MPOBOPHO, COBCEM KaK MYyXH, MoJ3a-
IOT MypaBbM IO -OTBECHBIM M JaXe BEPTHKAIbHBIM
MOBEPXHOCTSAM.

OnHako apyroro Bbibopa He 6buto. Ecniu um ynacr-
cs mobpaTbCs A0 Jieca, TOTAa, BO3MOXHO, MOSBUTCH
XOTbh KaKOW-TO WIAHC Ha CIlaceHHe.

OmuuMm nBuxeHHem YeputH nana noHsaTe Hat u
Ckannepy, 4To HyXHO nenath, M, cxBaTWB ['ypka 3a
PYKY, Mosya rnoTauia ero B 06paTHOM HamnpaB/IeHHH,
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K Oepery. Tam, He oOpallilas BHMMaHHMsl Ha SIpDOCTHbIE
MpPOTECTbl, OHa NMOMHSAJA KapiMKa M MOUTH 3acTaBuja
ero BckapabkaTbCsi Ha OAMH M3 MHOTOYMCIEHHBIX Bbl-
CTYNOB CTEeHbI, 3aTeM Hauyajla NOAHUMATLCS cama.

HeoxunaHHo cBepxy pa3sgafcsi B3BOJIHOBaHHbIH
rojoc, 4YTO-TO KPHYaBIUMKA MM mno-dpaHuyscku. Ye-
PUTH OLLUEJIOMJIEHHO MOAHSANA TrOJIOBY: METpax B MAT-
HaQuaTH OT Hee BMIAHenach Kakasg-To durypa, Korto-
pas Ha ¢QoHe CTOSABLIEro B 3€HUTE SIPKOro COJIHLA.
Ka3ajlacb pacIUIbIBYaTOM 4YepHOW TeHblo. UepuUTH CHa-
yaja Mcrnyrajgacb, HO y6eAUBHIUCb, YTO KOJIMYECTBO
PYK HE3HaKoMlla HE MpPEBbIIIAET HOPMbI, MOMEHTaJIb-
HO OLIEHMJIa CHUTYallUIO U YCTIOKOMWJACh.

— Hasan! — npoposxan HagpbiBaTbCH YE€IOBEK. —
OHM NOIXMOAIOT Bac HaBepxy!

YepuTH Ha ceKyHAy 3amellKanacb, U 3TO €fBa He
cTouno e Xu3Hu. 1o MoBepXHOCTH WJia Mpolilla OfHa
BOJIHA, MOTOM [ApYyrasi, B30OPBaBIUMCb Y HOT IEBYILUKH
HEUCTOBBLIM rel3epoM, U3 KOTOPOro BBLINOJ3JIO MOK-
pHITOE XMUTHMHOBBIM MaHLUMPEM YYAOBHUILE U MPOTSIHY-
JIo K HeH IBe maphbl lUeBeJsILMXCS KOHedHocTeil. Ye-
PUTH OTNpSAHY/Aa Ha3al, Ha XOAY HallymnbiBasi BUCEBLUEE
Ha MosICE OpyXHe€, HO TIOHsJIa, YTO BpEMs YMYILEHO.
BoicTpbIM ABMXEHHEM, CIOBHO Wrpalodd, Mypaseii
yIapHuJl CHH3y BBepX OQHOM Jamoii mo pyke Yeputu, a
TpeMsl IPYTMMH, TBEpPAbIMH KaK CTajlb, HeyeJloBeyec-
KM CHJIBHBIMU KOHEYHOCTAMM OOGBWI €€ TeJIo M CcTal
MeIEHHO MOOHMMATh ero BBepX. B To xe MrHoBseHue
pa3fajicsi pe3KM# TpecK 3JIEKTPOMarHMTHOro mnoJs.
Mexny kocTioMoM YepUTH M TYNOBHILEM MYpaBbs
NnpoMeJIbKHYJIa CUHASL MOJIHMSI, U 4YyOOBMLIE CKOpYM-
Jocb OT 6onu. K HecyacTbio, MOIHOCTH NoJsi 6bUIO
MajloBaToO, UTOGbl YHHUUTOXHUTb MYTaHTa. DJIeKTpUuec-
KUif IUMT HaHeC eMy JIMIIb HEe3HAaYMUTeJIbHbIE MOBpeX-

nfeunsi. Cyns mo BceMy, 3TO TOJILKO Da3bsipuJIo MY-
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paBbsi. OH C TaKO# CHJIOi LWBBIpHYJI YepUTH O CTeHY,
YTO el Ha MMT MOKa3aJoCh, OYATO BECb BO3AYX pa3oM
. BeIpBaJICsA U3 ee JieTKUX. [ToyTH Tepsis co3HaHUE, OHa
ycnena 3aMeTuTb, uyTo Ckagaep, MOOHABIUMIT ObLIO
OpyXwue, BAPYr octaHoBwiIcs. WX pa3mensinio MeTpoB
AsaguaTtb, U OH, OYEBMOHO, onacasncs NMPOMaxHYTbCA:
JIyd MOT CPMKOLUETHUTb M chny4yaitHO 3ameTh UepHUTH.

Yaap 4ymoBMilia OKa3ajcs HACTONBLKO CHMJIEH, YTO
CXaBllUMeCs JierkMe He MOIIM BOMpaTh B cebs BO3AyX.
OT HejgocTaTKa KMC/Opoa Mepex Ija3aMu JEeBYLIKH
pacnnbIJINCh Pa3HOLBETHBIE KPYTHM, CO3HaHHWE Hayaio
MeUieHHO yracaTb. Teso YepuTu 6e3BoJIbHO OGMSKIIO
B KOITSIX TMraHTa.

HeoXuaaHHO YTO-TO C OrPOMHO# CKOPOCTBIO MpO-
HECJIOCb MMMO, 3aTeM pa3fajiCid CTpalUHBIA TPOXOT, U
B nMuo YepuTH yAapusia BOJIHA FOpsiYero BO3Ayxa.
I'pyaHoit maHUMpPb MYpaBbsi B Ty Xe€ CEKYHOY pacKo-
noncs. YynoBMiile PYXHYJO, CpaXeHHOe CTOJib MOJi-
HWEHOCHBIM YAapoM.

YepuTty GopoJyiach M30 BCEX CHJI, MbITASICh COXpa-
HUTb yCKOJib3alollee co3HaHue. OHa MPUCIOHWIACh K
CTeHe M XpHUIUIO Abllliajia, C TPYAOM BTSTHBasg B cebs
BO3lyX, C TAKOM CUJION CXMMas Majiblbl PYK, YTO BIH-
BaBlUMECS B JIJAJOHX HOITH OCTaBJIsJIM Ha HUX KpOBa-
Bbi€ CJIefbl.

DTta Gosb NpuHecna YepuTH HeoXuaaHHoe obJier-
yeHue. TeMHas neseHa nepej €€ rja3aMy MOCTEMNEH-
HO paccesilacb, HOrM O6pesH 4YyBCTBHUTEJIBHOCTb, B
Jlerkye TNPOHMKIIA ropsiyasl CTpys BO3AyXa.

Tuxo 3actoHas, YepuTH ornsmenach. HU OLHOTO
MypaBbsi. OHaKO MX OTCYTCTBME CKOpEe HaCTOpaXWu-
Ba0o. A MOXET, BCE CTpaxu, NeHCTBUTENBHO, Mo3aau?
C/OBHO B OTBET Ha 3TOT GE3MOJIBHBIA BOMpOC K Hei
CO BCEX CTOPOH CHOBa YCTPEMMJHChL BOJIHBHI. [louTH
ONHOBPEMEHHO CBEpPXY IMOCJBIIIANIOCH CTPaHHOE 1IYyp-
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waHue. Yeputn noaHsna ronosy. OnHako uesloBeka,
KOTOpLIiI COBCEM HeNaBHO Npeaynpeaun ee o6 omnac-
HOCTM M TEM CaMbIM crniac e¥ XH3Hb, yXXe He OblJIO Ha
cteHe. C JIOBKOCTbIO 0Ge3bsiHBI OH TMPOBOPHO CHyC-
KaJicd BHM3. A Ha TOM MecTe, Tle TOJbKO UYTO Haxo-
OWICS He3HaKOMell, MassyuJIM TEMHbIE MayKoobpa3Hbie
TeHU MypaBbeB. OKOJIO JecsiTKa ocobeit TYT Xe pUHY-
JIKCh B [OTOHIO 3a Gerjeuom.

IMocne BeicTpena CKaanepa OGHO M3 YyNOBULL pyX-
HYJI0 BHM3, UCYE3HYB B IMOTOKE TpPsI3U, HO OCTalIbHbIE
MPONOJIXaIK GeCNpensATCTBEHHO CITyCKaThCsl MO OTBEC-
HOW CTeHe.

YepuTH c 3aMumpalolUMM cepilieM Habnonana 3a
CBOMM CHiacHMTesieM, KOTOpblIif, NMpeojosieB, HaKOHell,
rnocjieAHHe HECKOJILKO MeTpOB, ObicTpo nobpasics oo aHa
Bbicoxlero pycna. He Tpatsa BpeMeHM Ha ciioBa, Yepu-
TH B3MaxOM DYKH TNpMIJIacWia ero CjlenosaTh 3a cOOOiA.
OnHako He3HaKOMeELl OTPHMLATENbHO MOKayasl roJIoBOM,
OBICTPO XKECTUKY/INPYS, MOKa3aJl Ha MpuOaHXalolmecs
CO BCEX CTOPOH BOJIHBI WIa U CHOBA YTO-TO BBIKPUKHYJI
no-gpaHUy3ckd. BrnipoueM, pa3buparbcsi ¢ HUM ObUIO
Hekoraa. CxsatuB ['ypka 3a pyky, Yeputn Gpocwmiach
6exatb. DpaHilys — KakK OKpecTwiIa MNpo cebs He3Ha-
KOMLA AEBYIIKa — 3aMOJTYajl ¥ MOCJIeJOBal 3a HUMM.

«OH ewle oyeHb Monon. HaesepHo, He cTaplie Bo-
ceMHanuaTtd, — noaymMana Yeputu. — CrpoitHas ¢u-
rypa, TeMHble BOJIOCHL... YTO X, €ro MOXHO Ha3BaTb
JIOBOJIbHO CUMMNAaTHYHBIM, €CTM GBI HE UCKaXEHHOE OT
CTpaxa W HampsDKEHHUst JIMLO».

Opexna He3HaKOMLa OTAAJIEHHO HanmOMMHaJa Ka-
MYQASXKHBIA KOCTIOM.

Ho6exas no Ckanmepa u Hoat, Yeputn, 3anmeixa-
sicb, MPOM3HeECa:

— Cnacwu6o.

HakJioHHB rosioBy, lOHOLIAa BOMNPOCHTENBHO IMOC-
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MOTpesn Ha Hee. «[la OH Xe HUYEro He NMOHHUMaET, He
NMOHKMMAET HM CJIOBa», — MepBoil coobpa3mna YepuTH.

— Hy, u kyna xe Teneps? — oOpaTwicsi K HeMy
Ckapaep.

BHOBb mnocJieloBajl TOT e HEAOYMEHHBIH B3MISIA.
Torna MHAeew, NOAKPEIUIsAsA CIOBa XXECTaMU; MokKasal
Ha MypaBbeB, KOTOpPbIE yXe€ YCIMelH MNMpeoJosieTb rnpe-
MATCTBUE MU TeNnepb MYAIMCb C OELIEHOH CKOPOCTbIO
NpsiIMO Ha HMX; 3aTeM ITOOHSJ NMHUCTOJICT ¥ NMPULENHI-
cs. B oTBeT IOHOLIA 3HEPrMYHO MOKa4ajl roJoBOH M
MOKa3an Ha BO3BBILIAIOILYIOCS HAa OCTPOBE FPaHHUTHYIO
creny. He nmoHumas ero crpaHHoro cieHra, YepuTH
cpa3y gorajajiach O 3HaAYEHMH XecTa.

Mexay TeM MypaBbU OBICTPO NpPUOIMXKANHCH, YAU-
BHMTEJILHO JIETKO MEpefBUrasch B 3TOM KJIEHKOM Macce.
[Moxas nneyamu, Ckaggep ¢ COMHEHHEM MOCMOTPEN Ha
IOHOWY U Gpocwics Briepel, HO, He MPOMAS M HECKOJIb-
KO METpOB, BAPYT Pe3KO OCTaHOBWICS. JlasepHblit muc-
TOJIET B €r0 PYKE M3BEpr 3eJIEHYI0O MOJIHHUIO, KoTopas,
MpoJieTeB METPOB TPHUALATh, YNaja B 3JIOBOHHYIO IPS3b.
TMocnenoBan cTpallHbIif B3PHIB, ¥ U3 pacKaJIeHHOTO MO-
TOKA BLIPBAICSA KHUMSALIMIA CTON6 Wia, MEPEMEILIAHHOIO C
KyCKaMHM XMTHHOBOTO raHuupsi. I1pe3aputesbHO CKPUBHB
ry6el, Ckannep NMPUroToBWICSA K CJEAyIOLIEMY BBLICTpe-
JIy, HO (bpaHILy3 CXBATHI €ro 3a pyKY, OTYasiHHO 3aTpsiC
TOJIOBOM M CHOBAa YTO-TO CKa3all Ha CBOEM fI3bIKE.

HWHpeeu rHEBHBIM ABVDKEHHEM OTHAEPHYI PYKY, HO
He BBICTPENIWI, a C M3yMJeHHeM Habmogan 3a Tem,
KaK IOHOLIa AOCTall M3 OZHOro M3 MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX
KapMaHOB CBOei KYPTKHM NpPHTOpIUHIO 0eoro rpaHy-
JIMPOBAaHHOTO MOpOILUKa. AKKypaTHO pa3bpocaB mopo-
LIOK IO TMOBEPXHOCTH XMXH Ha pacCTOSHUM B OAMH
KBapaTHbI# METp, OH NPHUHSJICS XOAUTb IO HEMy,
B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIM XECTOM TNpuriaiuas Yeputd U oOc-
TaJIbHBIX TOCJIE0BAaTh €r0 MPHUMEDPY.
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VYBnekas 3a coboit ['ypka, Ueputu npuHsiach TO-
pPOIUIMBO UUIeNaTh NO Ipsi3v, M3peaka Opocas ObICT-
pbie BCTPEBOXEHHbIE B3rsiibl HA MypaBbeB, KOTOpbIE,
Ka3ajiocb, COBEPLIEHHO HE OLLyLUalX AEHCTBUs MOpOLL-
Ka U HEYMOJIMMO MNPUOIMXAIUCH K JIIOASIM, OZHAKO
N0 KAaKOWM-TO HEMOHSATHON NMpUUMHE MELIUIIU, HE OT-
KpbiBast orHs. Kak 6bl TaM HM Obl1O, O peLIMTENb-
HbIX AEHCTBUIA, Cydsl O BCEMY, OCTAaBAIUCh CYHUTaH-
Hble cekyHAbl. JlroaM cHoBa ©pocunuch Gexarb. Ho
HE YCTeJM OHM cAejaTb M HECKOJIbKMX LlIaroB, Kak
Ckapnep OCTaHOBMJICS M TNpeaocTeperalolle MOIHsI
pyKy. UepHUTH TOXe ycibllana BHICOKMIT MOHOTOHHbBII
3ByK. Jlerkoe Xy>x>aHHe NMOCTENEHHO NMpeBpaTHIOCh B
BbIBOPAYUBAIOLLMI AYLIY MPOH3UTENbHLIA BOM, 60NbI0
OTAABaBIUMIICS B rojioBax CTOHYLUMX HoAcit. B koHue
KOHLIOB 3BYK CTaJl COBEPIUEHHO HENEepeHOCHM — Or-
Jiylualjouiasi BOJIHa peBa, CKpMUIIEHMSI M TpoxoTa — H
HaJ, OCTPOBOM 3aBMC IMFaHTCKHUiA cepeGpHUCTBbIi JUCK.

— Inanep! — B3peBen Ckannep U, NMOAHSAB MUCTOJET,
HECKOJIBKO pa3 BBICTPEJIWI MO JIeTaTeJIbLHOMY arnrapary.

OnHako cBepxnpoyHasi OOLIMBKA MalIMHBI HU-
CKOJIbKO He TMOCTpajajia, OTpa3uB Jia3epHbIE JIYy4H.
WU3pnaBasi XXyTKHii BO#, rUlaHep B3MbUI METPOB Ha TAThb-
JECST BBEPX, IOTOM HEMHOIO cO6pOCHIJI BBICOTY M, CAE-
J1aB MOAYKPYT, YCTpeMUJICS BHM3. Bce ciioBHO ouene-
Heau, ToabkKo Ckaagep NpoOAOJXal CTPEsiTh,
Hcrnonb3ysa BCIO 60eByl0 MOLIb CBOEro HU3Jjy4daTess.
Iloutn Bce BbINyUIEHHblE UM Y3KHE, KaK Jie3BHE, 3e-
JieHble MOJIHMH TIONafaiv B LieJib, HO UX 2Heprus Obuia
CJMLIKOM MaJjia, yToObl HaHECTM JieTaloluei KpenocTH
CEepbe3HBbI Bpes.

Mexnay TeM rulaHep MPOOOJIXaJI MYaTbCs Ha JIIO-
Aei ¢ ornywuTenbHBIM rpoxotoM. He ycnena Yeputu
noayMaTtb, 4YTO NHJIOT, OYEBMAHO, XOYET BPE3aTbCs
NpsAMO B HUX NOAOOGHO JIeTYUKY-KaMHUKan3e, Kak Ma-
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wMHa BAPYr pe3ko cbaBuila XOA4 M CHOBa Hayajla Ha-
6upaTh BbIcOTy. B Ty Xe cekyHOy ¢ GOKOBO# MoBep-
XHOCTH JIeTalolleil KPenocTu BAPYT BHIPBAJIOCh OKOJIO
JecsiTKa DHEepreTUUECKHUX Jiydeil, BMUT NpeBpaTUB rpsa3b
BOKpYr JjtoAeit B Knyosuuiticas nap. CBepxy Ha HHX
XIbIHYIA TIOTOKU OTBPAaTHTENBbHOM XXHMXH.

OcnenneHHasi BOJIHAMM Xapa M SIpDKOTO CBeTa,
YepuTH HenpoM3BOJIbHO 3aKpbina rnasa. Kak Tosbko
IIKBaJl OrFHSI HEMHOTO YTHX, OHa OCTOPOXHO IMOAHSIa
BEKH M OcCMoTpeiach. Bce BOKpyr M3MEHWIOCh 10 He-
y3HaBaeMOCTH. OHU HaxXOOWINCh MPSIMO B LIEHTPE Or-
POMHOTrO, METpPOB MNSATHAECAT B AWaMeTpe Kpyra, Mo
KpasiM KOTOpOTro ny3blpwiach Kunsuas xwuwxka. Cyns
Mo BceMy, 3an ¢ GopTa IJlaHepa sIBHO ObUI coenaH He
C Lenblo YOUTH MX.

— Mbl UM HYXHBI XUBBIMH, — npou3Hecna Hst.

YepuTH HUYEro He OTBETWIA, JIKIUb YCTAJIO KHB-
HyB rojioBoi.- Eif 3To cTano sicHo ¢ caMoro Hayana.
Ecnu Obl MypaBbM AEHCTBHUTEJILHO COOMpPaIUCH HUX
YHUUYTOXHUTDb, Bpsd JiM Obl UM YAANOCh NMEPEXUTb M
nepBoe ux HanageHue. [1o-BHAUMOMY, A8 HHX IDH-
FOTOBMJIM KOE-YTO MOXyXe.

[Topo6bHo 6GsecTsLEMy CTaJlbHOMY CBETHIY, C He-
6ec MeJIEHHO CIycKaJicsl IJlaHeJieT, a ¢ Gepera K Jio-
OSIM TaK Xe HETOPOMJIMBO MPHUOJMXKAIOCh OKOJIO AI0-
XHWHBI MYpaBbeEB.

Mpebicniu Yeputn Hecnuch ¢ GelseHOI CKOPOCTHIO.
CoBepllleHHO OYEeBHIHO, YTO y 3THUX TBapei eCTb INMpH-
Ka3 B35ITb WX B TUIEH LEJbIMKM W HEBpeAUMBIMH. MoxeT
ObITh, BCE-TAaKH CYLIECTBYET IIAHC BLIGpaThCs oTciona?..

— Bexum! — 3akpuyana Yeputu. — Pasberaiitech
B pa3HBIX HamnpaBlieHHMsiX, kTo Kyna! [TnaHep He cMo-
XeT TpecyenoBaTh cpasy Bcex!

Mur — 4 oHM OGpocunuchk BpacceinHylo: Hat u
¢$paHuy3 — B cTopoHy octpoBa, CKajiep — Hasan, K
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IXKYHsiM, a Yeputu ¢ 'ypkoM — K NpoOTHBOMOJIIOX-
HoMy Gepery. ITnaHeneT, Ka3alocb, B HEPeLUINTENIbHOCTH
3aMep B BO3[yxe, MOTOM B3peBeJl MOTOpaMM, B3BUJICSH
METpOB Ha TPMAUATb BBEPX, U BHOBb OTKDPBUI OFOHb.
Apkuit packaJieHHbI JIyd NpoHeccss TakK OJIM3KO OT
YepuTH, YTO €if MOKasaloCh, GYATO CMEPTOHOCHBIH
Xap, KaK HEeBMAMMBII MNMbUIAIOLINI KJIWUHOK, KOCHYJCS
ee Tena. OHa BCKpUKHYyJa OT 6onaM, HO nponosxaina
6exaTb, Aesiasg GosbluMe NPBIKKM M3 CTOPOHBI B CTO-
poHy. He octaHaBnuBasicb, UepuTH B OTUasiHUM TOA-
HsJa TOJIOBY M B YNOp NMOCMOTpEJia Ha MallHUHY.

HeoxunnaHHO MpoM30LUIO YTO-TO cTpaHHoe. CHa-
Yyana IJiaHep BAPYr NpeKpaTwi CcTpeabdy, MOoToM Ha
OCTPOBE BCIIBIXHYJI, pyOMHOBO-KpacHbIi1 CBEeT, U B Ty
e CEKYHAY CTON0 KpoBaBO-KPacHOTroO Jla3epHOro Iuia-
MEHHM KOCHYJICS cepeOGpHUCTOro amnmapara, NMPOH3UB €ro
HackBo3b. HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO BCe MPOM3OLLIO MOYTH
MTHOBEHHO, UepHuTH ycrnesa pa3risifeTb, Kak Jla3epHbIit
JIyy Jerko, cjioBHo Gymary, pa3pe3ajl MeTpa.B ABa TOJ-
LIMHOM CTATBHOM MaHLUMPb MalUMHBI, Npo6ypaBUB B HEM
aKKypaTHOE OTBEpCTHE, U HalpaBHUJ BCIO CBOIO 3HeEp-
TMio BHYTpb JleTalouieit kpenocti. Ha cexkyHay raHe-
JIET 03apHJICS SIDKO-KPaCHbIM MepLIalOILMM CBETOM, 3a-
TeM €ero KOpnyc JIONHYJ, KaK BO3AYWHBIM LIapHK.
YeputH eaBa ycnesia MPUTHYTh TOJNIOBY M 3aKpbITh Dy-
KaMHM JINLIO, YTOOb! HE OCNENMHYThb, KOrAa TUIaHep BCIbIX-
HYJI, TOJO6HO MaJleHbKOMY pacKaJlEeHHOMY. COHILY.

YnapHas BosiHa couna Yeputy ¢ Hor U 6pocuia ee
B I'DS3b, 00Z1aB BOJIHOI pacKaJieHHOro Bo3gyxa. JleByluka
3aTaujia AbIXaHWe U, CKOPUMBILHKCDH, TEPIEJUBO OXHMIA-
Jla, roka OrHeHHbI! BUXpb yHeceTcsi mpoub. Ilocne aToro
OHa OCTOPOXHO MOAHsUIAa TOJIOBY M, BbITEPEB THUJIBHOM
CTOPOHOH DYKH C JIMUA IpsA3b, OCMOTPENAch.

Bce BOKpYr COBeplIEHHO HM3MEHWJIOCh. YIapHas
BOJIHa CBaJIWJIA C HOT He TOJIbKO YepUTH U ee TOBapH-
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e, oHa TaKKe pa3MeTalla M MypaBbeB, MHOTHE M3
KOTOPbIX OKa3aJiMCb OTOpOLLEHbl Ha HECKOJBKO MeT-
pos. IToBcloay, Kyaa ynajau ropsiliue o6JJIOMKH, B MYT-
HOM 60JI0TE BUOHCJIMUCH MajJleHbKUe Oypisiliue KpaTe-
pui. YacTh ocTpoBa ropejia, Hajg JIECOM TOXe
NMOAHMMAJICSI BBEPX OrPpOMHBI CTOJAO YEpHOro AbIMa.
K cuyacTblo, BO BpeMsl aTaky IUIaHeJeT HaXOOMJICA He
Han peKoi, nmo3ToMy OOJILLIMHCTBO OCKOJIKOB, HE 3a-
[eB Jilofiei, PyYXHYJIO B I KYHTIJIH.

HeoxunanHo psagoM ¢ co6oit Ueputu ycnbiluana
Yyeil-TO HaACaAHbIM KalleNb U pe3ko nosepHynaack. 3o
BCEX CHJI CpaxasiCb C IulacTaMH Tpsi3d, M3 6Gojota
Bhibupanca Typk, uenbiit U HeBpeauMbiii. UepuTtu
NMoKCKaJla rna3aMy OCTajibHbIX. MeTpax B ABaALATH OT
Hee ctoHan Ckaanep. CTosi Ha KOJIEHSIX, OH AepXal
Ha Becy JieBylo pyKy. Hat u ¢paHLuy3 Toxe, nycTh ¥ C
TPYAOM, NMOAHUMAIIUCh HA HOTH, OHH NMPaKTHYECKH He
rocTpajaiu.

Hu oauH n3 MypaBbeB ToXe He Obl1 YHHMYTOXEH.
OpHako BesM OHM cebsi ouyeHb cTpaHHo. Kasanocs, ¢
KaXIO0i MMHYTO# MYTaHTHI Bce 6osblie 3a6bIBaIH, KTO
OHM U 3a4yeM HaxomATcs 3aechb. OTaeNbHbIE 3K3EMILIS-
pbl, NpaBia, NONBITAIKCL 6bIJIO 6POCUTLCS B CTOPOHY
Ckapnnepa, HO npo6exaB HECKOJILKO METPOB M MCITyC-
THB XaJIOOHBII CBMCT, BAPYT NOBOPAaYMBAINCh M BaX-
HO 1LEeCTBOBaJIM Hasaf.

Yeputu npukasana ['ypky otnpasnstecsa K HaT, a
caMa octajach xzaatb Ckangepa. Ee HacTopaxuBano
HeoOblyHOE MoOBeneHHE MypaBbeB. MHAeel Toxe B
HEeIOYMEHHM YCTaBMJICSI Ha YETKO BBIACNISIBILHECS CH-
JIy3Tbl MYTaHTOB, 'KOTOpblE He HeNalM HH Majeiulei
MONBITKK HanacTh Ha CBOM 6e33alUUTHBIC XXEPTBHI.

— Huuero He noHuMalo, — Npob6opMoTas OH, NMOA-
xoasi K Yeputn. — Yro...

— 51 Toxe, — nmepebuna ero geBylika, — HO CeH-
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yac HaM HYXHO KaK MOXHO ObIcTpee youpaThCsi OT-
crona.

Ckannep 6pocHJT nocnegqHUt OLleHUBAIOLLWI B3MIS
Ha MYTAHTOB, 3aTeM DELIUTENbHO TPSIXHYJ TOJIOBOM U
nocneuus Bejael 3a YepuUTH K OCTAIbHBIM.

Ho ocTpoBa ocTtaBajioch He Oosice nBaauaTy lua-
roB. Teneps yxe Yeputu 3Haja HaBepHsAKa, TNMovemy
dpaHuy3 npUBes X MUMeHHO cloja. ['paHUTHble cTe-
HBI, OKpY>XXaBlilHe OCTPOB, ObUIH [NIAAKUMH, KaK OTIO-
JIMPOBaHHOE CTeKJIO. BBepxy, mpsaMo Hal roJioBamu
3ejieHena -GyitHasi pacTUTENbHOCTb, MOYTH OO 3E€MJIU
CBMcasi KacKagaMM TeperJieTeHHbIX APYr C IOpYyrom
BETBEH.

Cpeau ryctoit nuctBbl YepuTH BIApPYr 3aMeTHJIA
KaHaT, JOCTAaTOYHO SIpKOro LiBeTa, uTobbl cpa3y 6po-
CUTbCS B IJla3a, HECMOTPSI Ha XOPOLLYI0O MacKHPOBKY.

CobpaB BOENMHO BCE CBOM XaJIKME€ TO3HAHHUS B
obnacti paHLy3cKoro si3bika, YepuTu ykasaia rna-
3aMU HaBepx M cCrpocuia:

— Tenepp Tyna?

— Ha... — HemHoro pactepsiicsi XKaH. [Ipu 3Bykax
POIHOIO S3bIKa €ro JIMLIO OCBETHJIOCH PaflOCTHOI YJIbIO-
Koit. OH 6bin IBHO MOpaxeH 3THUM OTKPbITHEM. — Mbl
HOJMXHBI ycreTb 006paTbCcsi N0 KPENoCTH, Mpexnae yeM
OHM CHOBa HamagyT Ha Hac.

Korna 1oHola ropopun MeieHHO, YepuTH KakuM-
TO 4yOOM MOHWMaJla cMbich ero cioB. OHa COIJIacHO
KWUBHYJIa, He BMIs B JaHHbIIf MOMEHT WHOro BHIXOHa.
Be3' coMHeHHMsI, MypaBbM HENPEMEHHO BEPHYTCS, HO
yXe B CONMPOBOXACHUMU HEe ONHOM, a MO MEeHbLUel Mepe
IecsiTKa JIeTalolMX KpernocTeii.

PpaHLy3 HanpaBWJICA. K TIOAHOXHIO OCTpOBa M
HayvaJ JIOBKO KapabkaThcsl BBEpX IO KaHaTy. HaT Toxe
nocinegoBana 3a HUM. Ckaanep, Yeputu U I'ypk c. co-
MHEHHEM HabJIoJaln 32 HUMH.
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— Hy, a Bbl cnpaBuTeCh? — MOWHTEPECOBAJICH MH-
neeLl.

UYepuTH yTBEPAMTENBHO KMBHYna, a ['ypk aHep-
THYHO 3anpoTeCTOBaJl.

— OTO coBeplleHHO HCKIoYeHo! MHe HHKOraa,
CABILIMTE, HUKOTAA TyAa He B3o6paTbcs!

O6peueHHo B3goxHYB, Ckannep B3sJl KapjauKa Ha
PYKM M OCTOPOXHO, KaK pebGeHKa, mocaauy cebe Ha
TUTEeY M. )

— JlepXHuchb Kpenue, — NpuKa3al OH.

I'ypk He ycnen maxe oxHyTb, kak Ckagmep Havan
6bicTpO MogHMMaTbes Mo KaHaty. EMy He ocrtaBanoch
HHUYEro Npyroro, Kak TOJIbKO 3aKphiTh IJla3a ¥ U30 BCEX
CHUJ BLENMUTBLCS B MHAeHLA. YepuTu c ynbibkoit Habnio-
Oana 3a 3Toif CTpaHHOl Mapoif, MOToM 6pocwiia moc-
JNefHU# B3MNSIH Ha MypaBbeB, KOTOpbIE ONSAThL cobpa-
nuch Ha Gepery peku. OHM KasaiMCb A0 CTPaHHOrO
MacCHUBHBI: HUKaKUX NPUrOTOBAEHHUI, HUKAKUX MOMbI-
TOK BEPHYTbCS M IYCTHThCS BIOTOHKY 3a Geryenamm.
MopoHb! BeirISIAENH 6eCOMOIHBIMH, KaK KOMIIBbIOTE-
PHl C ABYMS B3aMMOMCKITIOYAIOILIMMH TPOrpaMMaMH.

OT6pocuB noceaHHe COMHeHUs, YepHTH yxBaTwiach
3a Kpail KaHaTa M cTaja MEUIEHHO KapabKaTbCsi BBEpX,
YAUBNSACH NPO cebst TOW JIErKOCTH, C KOTOpOit npojéna-
Ju 3ToT TyTh paHuy3 M Ckagnmep. Eif xe mpuuuioch
MOOWIN30BaTh BCe CBOM (DU3MUYECKHE pe3epBbl, YTOOBI C
OTPOMHBIM TPYAOM 'TIPEONOJIETh 3/IOCYACTHBIE ABAaUATh
MeTpoB. TeM He MeHee OHa BpSI JIM CrpaBWIach Obl C
3TOi1 3anayeit, ecau 6el He momolub Ckangepa.

Oxasapuiuch- HaBepXy, Yepntn Ge3 cun ynama Ha
KOJIEHH, C TPYAOM IepeBoas AbIXxaHHe, U MPpUXala PYKU
K Teny. Ee JNagoHM ropenu OT XECTKOro KaHaTa, B
HEKOTOpBIX MECTax KoXa Ha HMX 6pUla COpBaHa.

- — Twl Moxewb MATH? — 03a60YEHHO CHpPOCHI
Ckanzep.
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Yeput 3actaBmsia ce6si ynbi6HYTbCS M yTBEPAHU-
TENIbHO KMBHYNA. «YTO X, MATH TaK MATH, ecnu, AEH-
CTBHUTEJILHO, HET APYroro Bbixoaa», — obpeueHHO MOA-
ymana geyuwika. IlycTe Tonbko eii cHayaila nomoryT
BCTaTb Ha HOTH.

— Ham Henb3s 30ech OCTaHaBAMBaTbhCcs, — MNpPO-
noyxan HactausaTh Ckapnep. .

— Hy, ManeHbKMit XHTpel, U Kylda Xe Tenepb? —
obpatwics Kk ¢panuy3y I'ypk, MMMHKON MU XecTaMH
MbiTasiCb BOCMOJIHUTh HENOCTAaTOK SI3bIKOBbIX 3HAHMMA.

HecMoTps Ha.TO, UTO IOHOLLA He MOHSUT HU CJoBa
W3 CKa3aHHOro, €ro JIMLIO 03apMUJIOCh PaflOCTHOM YJbIO-
koi. IlpoTaHYyB Bnepel PyKy, OH yKa3ajl Ha HEBBLICO-
KHit HacbimHOM KoHyc. Co3laBanock BreyaT/JeHUe, 4To
eMy CcoBepLIeHHO HeBedoM crtpax. Hampotus, Mono-
JI0# 4YeJIOBEK BBHIMISAAEN CTIOKOMHBIM M BECEJIBIM.

— S oTBeay Bac B KpenocTb, — yYBEpEHHO 3a-
SIBUJ1 OH.

YepuTH BHUMATEJIBHO MOCMOTpEJa MO CTOPOHaM,
HO He 3aMETHJIa HUYero, Jaxe OTHAJIEHHO HallOMHUHa-
owero noao6Hoe coopyxeHue. OmHaAKO OHa MPOMT-
HOpHpoBaIa yauBJeHHbIi B3rsg Ckaanepa M, MoXxaB
ruleyamMy, MoJji4ya NnocjieioBajla 3a IOHOILEH.

MuHOBaB KOHYC, OHM HaTKHYJIHCb Ha 3aKOMYeH-
Hble pa3sBaiIMHbI JNOMOB. YepUTH CHayaja rnoaymaia,
4YTO UX MYThb JIEXXUT UMEHHO TyAa, HO I0HOMIA yBepeH-
HO HamnpaBWJ/CA K 3apoclueil KyCTapHHMKOM OrpOMHO#I
Kyue webHs. OgHako nonoitns nobanxe, Yeputu yBu-
;Aena, YTO 3TO BOBce He rpyna mycopa. [loa ¢wuonero-
BO-3€JIEHBIMHM 3apOCJSMH YTO-TO' MpocBeuyuBano. OHa
NOTpsICEHHO Habiofana, Kak MX MPOBOAHMWK pa3fBHU-
raet 3TOT CBOE€OOpa3HbI LUMT U3 TECHO CIUIETEHHBIX
BETOK, 33 KOTOPBIM XOJIOQHO nobGieckuBajia GpoHeTaH-
KOBasi CTaJlb.

IOHowa nojoxun PyKy Ha KpacHbI, BMOHTHPO-
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BaHHBIM B MeTaJUl Kpyr. MajieHbKkasl, MOYTH He3aMeT-
Hasi IBepb OTOABHMHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY, ¥ BHYTPH 3aro-
pesicsi MATKUM XENTbi CBeT.

— Yr1o 3TO0? — He Bepsi CBOMM IJla3aM, TpOHU3HeC
Ckannep.

dpanily3 nepsbIM BOILEN B TaK Ha3blBaeMYyIO Kpe-
NOCTb M, OMISIHYBLUMCb Ha3an, cAejan 3HaK OCTallb-
HBIM CJleqoBaTh 32 HHUM.

— He coBceMm yBepeHa, HO MHe KaxeTcs, s Oora-
AbIBAlOCh, YTO 3TO, — Npou3Hecna YepuTtH, nocneno-
BaB 3a NPOBOAHWKOM B MaJIEHbKHWM, JOBOJbHO HU3KHUI
OTCEK.

3nechb MOBCIOAY CTOSIJIO MHOXECTBO MOHMTODOB,
KOMIBIOTEPOB M BCEBO3MOXHBIX NaTYMKOB. Tpu or-
POMHBIX Kpecja 3aHMMaJiM MNOYTH BCe BHYTPEHHee
MPOCTPAHCTBO; CJHBILIAIOCH €[Ba YJIOBHMOE FMpPHUATHOE
XKY>XKaHWe NpUOOpOB.

YepUTH HEMHOTO OTCTYNMWJIa B CTOPOHY, OCBOGOX-
nas mecto misa Har, Ckagmepa u ['ypka, NMpOTHCHYB-
WIMXCA 3a Heil B HU3KYIo ABepb. [locne atoro 1oHoua
KOCHYJICS KJIaBHIUM Ha CTeHe, U JABepb IUIaBHO 3a-

_ Kpblnach. 3aTeM OH TMOBEPHYJICS K cOBpaBuinMcs, clie-
nan 3¢dexTHBIA XECT U, CHSAST TOPXECTBEHHOMN YNbIO-
KOM MpPOU3HEC:

— Jo6po noxajioBaTb B MOIO KpenocTb!

— Kpenocts?..

YepuTH He3aMETHO YABIOHY/acb H BHHMATEAbHO
ocMoTpenace. OHa yxe 3Hajla, re -OHM HaxoOsATcs.
[TpaBma, no6rIBaTh BHYTPH TaKOi MalUUHBI €i1 elle He
JNIOBOJMJIOCh, HO OHA YacTEHbKO BHMIeNa UX Ha ¢oTo-
rpadumsix. Kasanoch CTpaHHBIM, 4YTO 3Ta MaxWHa CoO-
XpaHHWJIaCb, U YX COBCEM IMOTPACANIO TO, YTO OHa (yH-
KUMOHHMpOBaJa.

— YepT BO3bMHM, YTO XE 3TO MOXET ObITh? — elle
pa3 cripocust Ckaagep.
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— «Jleonmapn — 2000», — crnokoitHO oOTo3Bajiach
Yeputu.

Jinuo Cxkannepa NpoaojiXano COXpaHATh YAUBJICH-
HOE BbIpaXXeHHe.

— Tauk, — noscHuna Yeputn. — Hosgeitags mo-
ZeNb, JyYLIUil 3K3EMIUIIp BOOPYXEHHbIX cuil 'epma-
HWHY, cneunuanbHbiit 3aka3 HATO u CoeauHeHHBIX
TaToB.

HeoxunaHHo YepUTH OXBaTHJIO CTPaHHOE HEMNpU-
ATHoe uyBcTBO. Kasajoch, BMA 3TOro TaHKa AOMXKEH
6b11 oO6panoBaTh ee, HO MPOM3OLLIO KaK pa3 Haobo-
poT. YyaoM coxpaHMBIUAsICSI PEIMKBHUSI JaJieKOro Mpo-
LUTOrO JIMIIHHUIA pa3 HAarlOMHMJIAa O TOM, KaK YyXacHoO
U3MEHMNach pojHasi MJaHeTa.

— Tak 310 TaHK? — nepecnpocun Ckapnep. — Tol
JyMaelllb, OH OMH M3 TeX, YTO CYLIECTBOBaJIM B Jajie-
KOM mpouutom?

— Hy, He B TakoM yX M HOaJIeKOM, — 3aMeTH/Ia
YeputH. — DTO HauBbICLIEE NOCTHXEHUE TEXHHKH,
MalllMHa, cnocoOHasi cnpaBUTLCS C LEJOM apMuew
MYpPaBbEB.

— Heyxenn Thl cuMTaelllb, YTO 3TO OH O6GCTpeNsN
nmnaHep? — usymwics Ckannep.

YepUTH KHBHYJA.

— TaHK OCHallleH Jla3epOM MOLLHOCTbIO B CTO Me-
raBatT. EciiM Tl MoXesaelllb, UM MOXHO TPSIMO ceif-
yac oTpe3aTh 4acTb Diidenesoil GalliHH.

— 3HauuT, 31ech MBIl OyaeM B TMNoOJIHOH 6e3omnac-
HocTH? — BOCKJIMKHysa Hoat. )

YeputH 3amymanace.

— HagepHo, HeT, — oTBeTHJIa OHa. — Bo-nepBbix,
sl He TMOHMMal0, MTOYEMY CIYCTS CTOJIbKO JIET TaHK BCe
ewe pyHKUMOHUpYET. A BO-BTOpbIX, MHE OBl COBCEM
He XOTeJIOCh OKa3aThbCSl 3leCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOraa
HalUM «Ipy3bs» MOUMYT, HAKOHELl, C YEM MMEIOT AeJIOo.
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YepuTu cHOBa B3rJISSHYJIa Ha IOHOLUY.

— 31ech MMEIOTCA ellle Takue MaluMHbI? — OHa
ob6Besla BOKPYT LIMPOKUM XXECTOM.

®DpaHLy3, oueBUIHO, HE MOHsAA Bonpoca. OH JMILb
03ab604eHHO XMYpWI Jio6 U MoJyall.

— OTO eAMHCTBEHHbIN yueaeBIIMHA TaHK WIH... —
nepecripocuna Yeputw.

— 3TO KpenocTb, — HEOXHUAAHHO Nepebus ee 10HO-
wa. — 5 He MOHWUMAalO, O YeM Bbl FOBOPHTE.

— bolocb, MHe npuaeTcsi Bac pa3o4yapoBaTh,
noAaBHB B3A0X, oObsicHMIa YepuTH Ha 1omaHOM (paH-
LIy3CKOM s13blke. — DTO He KpenocTb. KcraTtH, a rae
Bbl XxuBeTte? B CBo6oaHoit 3oHe?

IOHowa KHBHYJ, HO YepHTH Ha ceKyHIy MOKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO B-€rO rja3ax BCMBIXHYJI HEJOBEPYMUBbIH Oro-
HeK.

— B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, Ha KaKOM fI3bIKE Bbl pa3roBa-
puBaete? — peurnsi ocBegoMutbhes Ckannmep.

— S3eik dpaHuysckuit, a 3to [lapux, croaxua
®paHunu.

— A s ¥ He 3HaJI, YTO THl Y Hac cnel Bo ¢paHLy3-
CKOM, — HacMeLWIHBO npoTsaHyn [ypk.

Jaxe He yAOCTOMB €ro OTBeTOM, YepHUTH CHOBa
obpaTuace K MOJIOAOMY YEJIOBEKY.

— Kak Bawe umsa?

— XKaH.

— Xopowro, XaH, — nporosopwia Yeputn. — A
6sarogapio Bac 3a TO, YTO Bbl CHAcjiW HaM XH3Hb, HO...

— OT10 GBI HE 1.

— Kak? — c ynuBieHveM B3risiHyJa Ha Hero Ye-
PHTH.

— 5 npocro xoTten mnpexynpeauth Bac. domkHo
GBbITh, KpenocTb CaMa OTKpbINa OTOHb.

HeoxupaHHo m1asa ¢paHLy3a 3acHUSJIA IOHOLLEC-
KHM BOCTODroM.
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— §1 Bcerda 3Hau, YTO B Helt ecTb opyxue! — Boc-
KJIMKHYN oH. — Ho s u npeactaBuThL ce6e HE MOT, 4TO
OHO HACTOJNBKO pa3pyliuTenbHO. Tenepb-To Mbl, Ha-
BEpPHSKA, CYMEEM PacCYMUTATLCS C MYpaBbsMM, [1a U C
OXOTHUKAMM TOXeE.

— Ham Henb3si 3agepXuBaThbcs 31ech, JKaH, — Men-
JNieHHo npou3Hecna Yeputu. — Ecnau oHuM BepHyTcs,
TO faXe B 3TOM TaHKe Mbl He GyneM B Ge30MmacHOCTH.

— EpyHnnpa! — 3anajibyMBo BOCKJIMKHYN ’KaH. — Bl
Xe caMH BMAENAH, UTO...

— 5 3Halo, Ha YTO COCO6HA 3Ta MalliMHa, — MSr-
KO ocTaHoBWJa ero Yeputu. — [loBepbTe, MHeE 3TO
U3BECTHO JIydllle, YeM BaM, KaK U Tpenes ee MOUIHOC-
THU. T103TOMY Mbl JOJNXHbBI YIUTH OTCIOa U KaK MOXHO
GuicTpee.

— Kpenoctbs Henob6eauma, — npogospKall yrnopcTBo-
BaTh JKaH. — [lycTb cioga sIBUTCA XOTb Leasi 3cKaapa
njaHepos!

— Y10 X, 9TO BMOJHE MOXET CHYYUTHCSI, — CEpb-
e3Ho cka3asa Yeputu. — OpHako BaM He cieayer
HEAOOUEHHBaTh MOPOHOB. OHH pacroJiaraloT OpyXH-
€M TaKOi MOLIHOCTH, O KaKOH BBl JaxXe He HMeeTe
npeacrtasnenusi. Heyxenn BaM Oyaer NMPUSTHO CH-
IeThb B 3TOM Gouke, Korga Ha OCTpPOB CODOCSIT aTOM-
Hylo 60MOy?

BeipaxeHue nula IOHOIUM CBUAETENBCTBOBAJIO O
TOM, YTO OH He TOJIbKO HE MMEET HU MaJleillero mno-
HATUSI 06 aTOMHOM OpPYXWH, HO M HHKOrga He CJbl-
wan o HeM. Ho YepUTH rosopmia TaK CEPbE3HO, UYTO
JKaH nocuuTan 3a Jydilee He BO3paxaTb e€if.

— Csob6oanas 30Ha, — npopoxkana Yeputu. —
Bbl CMOXeTe OTBECTH Hac tynma?

MoJsionoii 4enoBeK Kakoe-TO BpeMsi SIBHO KoJe-
Gancs, nepesoas HeyBepeHHbli B3ran ¢ Hat Ha Ckaa-
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nepa u I'ypka. Ilocsie Hemoaroro MojyaHUs OH, HakKo-
Hel, COMIacCHO KHUBHYJI.

— Bbl MoxeTe HaM BepuTb, JKaH, — yiabiGasch,
npousHecnaa Yeputu.

— A kT1O Bce-Taku Bbi? U KTO OHM? — cnpocun
IOHOLlIa, NOKa3biBasg Ha 'ypka M OCTaJIbHBIX.

— Mbl BaM Bce OOBSICHMM, HO ce#yac Ham mnopa
yxoouTh otciofa. Y caenatbh 3T0 HY)XXHO Npexne BCero
U1 TOro, 4TOObI CMacTH TaHK, — HEOXHOAHHO NpPH-
6aBmna Yeputu. — Ecau Hac 3gech He Oyaer, BO3-
MOXHO, MOPOHbI He HalayT ero.

JKaH Bce euue Kosebasncs.

— Ho BbI 6bUIM HE OOHH, — HAKOHELl CKa3ajl OH. —
C Bamu ellle mien oXoTHHK. Ilouemy?

— OXOTHHMK?..

— Kaiu1, — nonckasan I'ypk, — OH BHOen Mera-
BOUHA.

— Bbl MMeeTe B BMOY MYXYWHY B YEPHOH YHHM-
(opMe, KOTOpEHIit KaKOe-TO BpeMsi CONMpOBOXAAN Hac, —
yTouHHUIa YeputH.

KaH xuBHyR.

— Ja, s BMOen ¢ BaMHU OXOTHHKA, — MOATBEPAMI
oH. — Yto y Bac MoxeT 6bITh 00LIEro? U nmoueMy oH
He aTakoBaj Bac?

— HemHoro nosgHee si OGBACHIO BaM M 3TO, —
noobewana Yeputu, NoToM caenana ABUXEHHE PYKOH
B CTOPOHY MHralolUX, MATKO FyAsIUUX NpHOOpOB: —
Bunute, 3Ta MawMHa paboTaeT B aBTOMaTHYECKOM
pexume. EciM 3M€KTPOHHBLIA MO3r PELIUT, 4YTO Ham
YrpoXxaeT ONacHOCTb, OH HEMEIUIEHHO OTKpOeT [0
MYypaBbsIM OrOHb, ¥ TOr4a Mhbl HaBceraa NnoTtepsieM ero.

[Mocnenune cinosa YepurtH, Ka3anocb, BO3BIMENH
nevcreue. [TopasmeicnuB eule HeMHoro, 2KaH Bce-Taku
MOHSJI, YTO OHa Npasa.
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— Xopolwo, — BHIAaBMA OH CKpens cepaue. —
Torna noineMre.

YepuTH oxugana, UTO IOHOLIA MOAOHAET K MYJbTY
M BBIKJIIOYWUT ABHUraTeilb, HO HHUYEero nomgobHOro He
npousounio. B mocaeanHuit pa3 CKoNb3HYB B3IJISAOM
no npubopaM M JaTyvkaM, 2KaH JHIUb TSXEJNO B31OX-
HYJl, CJIOBHO C TPYAOM cAepxuBasi 60jib, ¥ HanpaBuJ-
cA K QBEPH.

— PasBe Bbl He OTKIOYaeTe ero? — YAUBIEHHO
cnpocuna Yeputu.:

— Yro?..

— JlBuratenb, — OHa mnokasajla Ha nyaeT. — OH
Bellb Bce elle paboTtaer. ’

— Kakoit asurarens? — HU3yMJIEHHO NEpPeCnpoCH
XaH. '

«BoTt 310 ma! — nmomymana Yeputu. — Ilo-Buau-
MOMY, 3TOT NapeHb HE TOJbLKO HE WMMEET HU MaJiei-
LIero MOHSATHS O TOM, YTO Hallues, HO U HH K uyeMy
3[1€Ch HU TIPUKOCHYJICS».

Ka3zanoch NMpocTo HEBEpOSTHHIM, YTO JABMIaTeNb
«jieonapaa» Tak JOAro HaxoguJicsi B pabouyeM cocTtos-
HHU: UeNbIX MATbAECAT JieT. BnpoyeM, OHO W K Jyy-
uieMy, 4YTo 3eCb HHYEro He TpoHyTo. bor 3HaeT, yTo
Morsio O6»l MPOM30OMTH, eclM OBl KTO-TO ciy4yalHO
BKJIIOYUMJI SIIEPHYIO YCTaHOBKY, MU OHa Obl cpabortana
yepe3 CTOJBbKO-TO JIET...

YeputH noBepHysach K IBEPM M TMOYTH CTOJIKHY-
nack ¢ HaT, KoTopas, cocTpouB Gpe3rinByio rpuMacy,
MBITAJlaCb OYUCTUTb OAEXKAY OT CEpPOH JIMMKOW rps3u.

— W uto 3TO, YepT BO3bMH, 3a ApsiHb?! — BhIpyra-
Jlach AeByluka. — Xyxe Kieicrepa.

— D10 MaHHa, — o6bacHun XKaH.

YepHTH HENOBEPUYHMBO ITOCMOTPEJSIa Ha HEro.

— Bo BcAKOM ciyyae, TaKk MbI e€e Ha3biBaeM, HO
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JIMYHO 51 He coBeTOoBal Obl BaM npoboBaTh €€ Ha BKyC.
A BOT BBIBOIKaM OHa OYE€Hb HPaBUTCS.

—. BoiBonkam?..

— To. ecTtb MonogbiM MypaBbsiM, AETEHbIIUAM, —
npogomxan XKaH. — fitua, KOTOpble OTK/IaAbIBaeT KO-
poneBa, HECYT K peke ¥ KIaAyT B 3TO MECHUBO, rae
OHU M CO3pEeBaloT.

Bo BpeMsi pa3BUTHS NETEHBILM MUTAIOTCA HCKIIO-
YuTeNbHO MaHHONW. OHa — MX eAWHCTBEHHBIN MpoO-
OYKT TIMTaHusA, OKa OHW He BBIPACTYT HACTOJLKO,
4YTOGbl CaMOCTOSITEILBHO BBHIMOJI3TH Ha Oeper. Bmpo-
YeM, BaMM JETEHBbIIIM ToXe Obl HEe Mo6pe3roBaiv.
Cny4yuch BaM YrooMTb K HMM B Janbl, Bbl CTajJM Obl
MpeKpacHOW NMUTaTebHOH N00aBKOW K MX pallHOHY.

— BooOuie-1o 3T0 MBI TOXE YCMEIHU 3aMETUTh, —
npousHecna Yepurtu.



TJIABA 6

OH oKa3saJicsl COBEPLUIEHHO COMT C TOJIKY, BepBbIE
MO3HaB TO, YEro HUKOTAA He 3HaJl M Ha YTO NpPaKTH-
YyeckH He GbUI crocoGeH: YyBCTBO NMOJIHOM Gecriomou-
HOCTHM, KOT[a HEMNOHATHO, Kyla HYXHO HWATH M UTO
nenarb. IlepBBlii pa3 B €ro XH3HH CJIOXMHJIAaChb CHUTya-
ums, xotopyio Kaitn He mor mpocuutars. Bece cmewia-
nock. OGCTOATENBCTBA M3MEHMJIMCh TaK, YTO ceivac
OH HaxOAMJICSi He MPOCTO B 3aMellaTeNbCTBE, a Obin
MOJIHOCTBIO BHIGUT M3 celia, YyBCTBOBaJ cebsi BbIOpO-
LIEHHBIM 3a 60pT. Bce B Xxu3Huu Kaitna, cMbics KoTo-
poit 10 CHX MOp COCTaBJISUIO JIMIUL 6e30roBOpPOYHOE
NOBUHOBEHME, MOLUIO BKPUBb U BKOCh. Kaitn He mo-
HMMaJl, KaKUM 06pa3oM oKasaicsl 31eCh, He MOHUMAJ,
noyeMy CTOYH TOJIKHYJl €ro B TPaHCMHTTED, U YX CO-
BCEM TEPSUICS OT MBIC/IH, IOYEMY He B3sUl B IUIEH Ka-
nutaHa Yeputn Jleipa M He YHHUTOXWII OCTaJbHBIX,
B YeM, B 06lUEeM-TO, M COCTOsUIa €ro npsiMasi o6s3aH-
HocTb. Bce GbIJIO HacTOJNIBKO 3amyTaHHBIM, YTO Kasa-
Jlocb GecCMBICIEHHBIM M rIynbiM. Kaiinr 4yyBcTBOBa
HOBYIO HENPHUBHIYHYIO 60JIb, KaKyIO-TO NyGOKYIO Yep-
HYIO MTyCTOTy, KOTOpasl MIOCTOSTHHO pocC/a M WIHPHIach
y Hero BHYTDM.

OH He MOHMMAaJ, MOYeMy ellle A0 CHX INOp XMB.

M3 Bcex 3aranok 3Ta, roxainyii, GbUta caMoif CJIOX-
Hoji. [eHeTHYecKoe nepenporpaMMHpoOBaHue, U3MeEHeE-
Hue koma xierok JHK cpenanu Kaitna He TOnbKO,
CBEpXYEJIOBEKOM, HO W 3alUIlaHMPOBAJM- €r0 CMEpTh,
KOTopasi JOJDKHa ObuUla mocjenoBaTh cpa3y e IMocje
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TOTO, KaK QH BbIHAET M3 TPAHCMUTTEPA M MONMET, YTO
3Ta rJlaHeta geictButenpHo Llait.

OnHako, Bornpeku Bcemy, Kaitn He Toibko octan-
Cs XXHMB, HO U COBEpLIWJ COBEPIUEHHO HEBOOOpa3U-
MO€e: OH Tpe/lajl CBOMX XO35€B M He TOJNBLKO HE CXBa-
TUA KanutaHa Jleiipa, He BBIMOJHHUB TE€M CaMbIM
Mopy4yeHusi, a MOMOr Bparam GexaTb, YOMB MPH 3TOM
IByx ciayr. KpoMe Toro, BoJbHO WJIHM HEBOJIBHO MMEH-
Ho Kaitn oka3zancs BUHOBHHMKOM TI'MOeNu XpHULUBI, KO-
TOpasi, OYEBUIHO MpPHU BHAE €ro, rorepsijia pacCymok.

Ja, yeM e cTajo 1151 XEeHLUUHbI NTOSBIeHHE Mera-
BOMHA, €CJIH OHa NpeArnowia Jyyille yMepeThb, YeM
JONYCTHUTb, YTOObI OH MPHUKOCHYJCH K Hei?..

A MoxXeT, Aeino ObUTO mpocto B ToM, uto Kaiin
OoKa3aicsl TaK CWIBHO HM3yBeuyeH?.. Beab Oo cHx mnop
HHY OMH Mera-BOMH ellie He MOJIiyYaJl TAKUX PaHEeHMH.
Araka Yepuru Jleitpn ensa He nory6uaa ero. Kaitn u
ceilyac YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO MPOLIECC BOCCTaHOBJICHHUS
Janeko He 3aBepluuwicsi. KpoMe .Toro, Kkorga oH mnpo-
HUK Ha [llait-TaaH ¥ yBHOEN NPUrOTOBUBIUMXCS K
aTake MypaBbeB, Cyasl 1O BCEMY, YTO-TO MPOM3OLLIO C
€ro MO3IOM.

Kaitn 3Han, HaCKOJIbKO YYBCTBHMTEJIEH €r0 MO3T KO
BCAKHM H3MEHEHMSIM. DTO ObUla Ta OMACHOCTh, O BO3-
MOXHOCTH KOTOpO# MNOCTOSSHHO Npeaynpexaalu Te,
KTO ero obyyas. B Tese Mera-BoMHa He CylIE€CTBOBAIO
opraHa, KOTOpblIif Obl HE CMOTI BOCCTAHOBHMTbLCS B ca-
Moe KOpOTKO€ BpeMsi, HE3aBUCHMMO OT CTEMEeHMU MOB-
pexneHus. EnQMHCTBEHHOE HCKIIIOYEHHE COCTaBJIsI
MO3r, KOTOPBIH OB CIMUIKOM CJIOXEH A TOTO, YTO-
6Bl €ro KJIETKM MOIIM BOCCTaHAaBIMBAThECA CaMH CO-
6oit.

Ho u 06 3TOM no3aGoTWIHCh CO3JaTeNIM Mera-Bo-
uHoB. Kaitn 3Has1, 4TO y Hero BHYTPH HaxoAWUTCA Ou-—
OJIOrMYECKUI TIYNBT YINpaBjleHHUsl, KOTOPBIM MOCTOSIH—
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Ho nepenpoepsieT GyHKUUM BCex KIETOK Mo3ra, Aei-
CTBYS NMOAOOHO OAHaXIbl 3aJIOXKEHHOW M IMOCTOSHHO
paboTalollei KOMINbIOTEPHO# NMporpaMme, Kak B MOL-
HeHWIMX BbIYMCIUTENbHBIX MalllMHax. Ecau 3Ta KOH-
Tpoaupylollasi rpyrnna KJIeTOK ycTaHaBiuBaja, 4YTO
CNOoCOOHOCTU Mera-BOMHa K JIOTUYECKU MPOAYMaHHbIM
NEHCTBHSIM MCTOLUAIOTCS, OHa MOTrJla OCTaHOBHUTb €ro
KM3HEHHBI LMKI. MoOXeT ObiTb, Y HEro OTKJIIOUHM-
JlaCb UMEHHO 3Ta 4acTb Mo3ra?

Kaitn peuwiMrenbHo oTGpOCHA TMOCIEAHUE MBICIH.
«Her, — ybexnman oH ce6Gs, — TO, UTO C HUM IMpoO-
U300, HE MMeeT HUuYero obiuero co cboeMm oaHoM
M3 pyHKUMA WK olIKMOKON B OCHOBHOWM INporpamme».

Kaitn mocTosHHO gyman o TOM, YTO cKasajla eMy
Yeputu Jleitpa. Ee cnoBa He DOMXHbBI GbUIM OCOOEHHO
3afeTb ero. TeM He MeHee 3TO NMOYEMY-TO TMPOM3OLI-
Jjio. B HeM BOPYr 4YTO-TO BCKOJIBIXHYJIOCb, CJIOBHO B
ero Teje npocHyscs apyroit Kaitn, KoTopblit yxe He
uMesi HU4yero obulero ¢ TeM Mera-BOMHOM, KaKMM OH
OCTaBaICsl Ha MPOTSAXEHHUHU OBaAUATH ISATH JIET CBOEM
XH3HU. OH He 3HaJ, KaK NOCTYMHUThb TeNnepb C 3THM
HoBbIM KaitnoM, ¥ 310 myrajo ero.

HeoxunaHHO oAHa M3 CBEPXYYBCTBHUTENbHBIX CHC-
Tem Kaiina mopmana curHan TpeBoru. Peakuuss mera-
BOMHa Oblla YMCTO MHCTMHKTHBHOM U mNocienoBaja
He3amemuTenbHo. Kaitn ¢ 6BICTPOTOH MOJNHHMM Opo-
CHJICSI B CTOPOHY, OTKaTHJICSI K OTPOMHOMY Il€peBYy H,
CNpATABLIMCH 32 MOLIHBIM CTBOJIOM, CT&JI NMPUCIYLUH-
Batbcs. Ero aBMXXeHHst ObUIM TUIaBHBI U CTPEMHUTENb-
Hbl, KaK Y KOILUKH. )

[loHayany 3anaxu M 3BYKH Jieca, CJIOBHO BOJIHBI,
coMkHynuch Haja Kaitnom, npuBens B 3aMeluaTenbCT-
Bo Bce ero 4yBcTBa. OH TOHSJI, YTO HE B COCTOSSHUM
MPOCYMTATh CUTYaLIUIO, YTO €ro CWIbI Ha ucxoxe. EavH-
CTBEHHOE, YTO €MY OCTaBaJlOChb JeNaTh, — 3TO BCJe-
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nylo 6exartb no MKyHmisM. [lornoweHHbI HeBexo-
MBIMM NpeXie MBICAAMU W uyyBcTBamM, Kaitn ruioxo
BOCTNIpPUHMMaN okpyxamoluee. U 3Tto Bce 6onblue nyra-
Jo ero. Pa3sBe mera-BonHa He y4yuiau obpaluaTb Oco-
6oc BHMMaHME Ha OKpYXalollylo OOCTaHOBKYy, He3a-
BHCHMO OT TOrO, Ilie OH HaxOAMTCSl U KaKue npobiembl
peiuaet?! Pagu Bcero cBAATOro, YTO Xe C HUM, B KOH-
e KOHLOB, NMpousouuio?!

Kaiin nonsiTajics cOCpeOTOYUTHCS, CKOHLIEHTPH-
poBaTbcsi. OH 3actaBui cebsi 3aKpbiTh IJla3a M TIpU-
CJYLUAThCS K BCTPEBOXHBLIMM €ro 3BYKaM.

. B nepBblit MOMEHT €My 3TO, OIHAKO, HE YAaJOCh.
JOKYHIIM OKasajlMCb HamnoJIHEHbl pa3HOOGpa3HenLu-
MM 3BYKaMM: WIYMOM BeTpa B BepllIMHaX JIepeBbeB,
LIKUIEHbEM U KPUKAaMH XHBOTHBIX, LIEJIECTOM KpOlLleYy-
HbIX, TIOKPBITHIX TBEPAbIM MaHLMPEM HacCeKOMBbIX, MOJI-
3aI0LUHMX MO 3eMJIe M JIUCTBSAM...

BrnepBeie B xH3HM Kaitn BApyr Bo3HeHaBUIEN He-
€CTECTBEHHYIO OCTpPOTYy CBOEro ciyxa, Gjiaromapsi Ko-
TOpOl OH Ha PAacCTOSIHUM TNATHAECATH METPOB MoOr
yCabILLIaTE AbIXaHWE YyejloBeka. YXo 3actapisno Kaitna
yJIaBAUBaThb U PETMCTPUPOBATh MaJieiflline 3BYKHU, KO-
TOPLIMH MOCTOSIHHO HACBHILLIEH OKPYXalOLUiA MHUp, XOTA
OGLIKHOBEHHOMY YeJIOBEKY MOTJIO MOKa3aThCsl, YTO TaM
HapuT abCcoNMIOTHAass THUILMHA. B OGBIYHBIX YCIOBHMSAX
Kaiin Oe3 Tpyna ¢GpuABTpOBasl 3BYKM, OTAENSASA BaXHbIe
OT BTOPOCTEINEHHBIX, HO CEroAHs 3TO €My yAaBaJloCh C
6onbwiuM TpyaoM. Kaitny norpe6oBaioch 66CKOHEYHO
MHOro BpeMEHH, YTOObI B Xaoce LIYyMOB OTBICKaTb TO,
YTO HYXXHO, M TNOHSTh €ro 3HayeHHue.

Ja, Tak ¥ ectb — waru!.. Tenepb OH ABCTBEHHO
CJIbIlIAJT HIATH ABYX MYXYMH M YEThIpEX CIyr-MypaBb-
eB, OBICTPO NMPUOIMXABIIMXCA K ero yGexuiuy. Buau-
MO, OHM YyBCTBOBAJIM cebsi 3/iech B MOJIHOH Ge3omnac-
HOCTH, MO3TOMY HE OCOOEHHO CTapajiucChb IBMIaThCs
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GeciryMHO. B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, 3TO UX TEPPHUTOPHS, HX
JIOM.

IMo-npexHeMy CKpbIBasiCb 32 OTPOMHBIM CTBOJIOM
packuauctoro aepesa, Kain mponoynkan BHUMaTeNb-
HO TIPUCJIYIUMBAThLCS! K LlIaraM, YAOBJIETBOPEHHbIN TeM,
4YTO HaCbILUEHHBIH 3aMaxaMy THHUIOLUMX PacTEHUH BO3-
LyX He MO3BOJIAJI OCTPOMY OOOHSIHMIO MYpPaBbeB yuy-
ATb €ro caMmoro.

[Mpouuio HEeCKOABKO TOMMTENbHBIX MTHOBEHHIA.
Kaitn tepnenuBo xaan. lllaru yxe pasgaBaiucbh Ha-
CTOAbKO ONM3KO, YTO MX MOr Obl ycAbIlIaTh [axe
OGBIKHOBEHHBIM ueoBeK. 1 BOT HakoHell... Bnepeau
LeCTBOBAJIM MYpPaBbM, NMPOKJIaAbIBasi MyTh ABYM MYX-
yuHaM. ToHKKe BETBU HEGOJNBIIMX AEPEBLEB MHYIUCH
U Tpelaiy IMoj HAaTUCKOM MOLIHbBIX KOHEYHOCTEH.
Kaiin gaxe nepecrtan AbliuaTb, HA MTHOBEHHE MOYYB-
CTBOBaB ry/JKoe OMeHMe CBOero cepaua. MyXYWHBI,
WAylHe clefOM 3a MYpaBbsIMHU, OKa3alUCh TaKUMH
Xe Mera-BOMHaMH, KaK U OH, TOJbKO FOpa3fo MoOJIO-
xe. IMo-BuaMMoOMy, 3TO GbUIM BCEro JIMILBL YYEHHKH,
HO Oaxe [Ulsl CBOero Bo3pacTa OHM Beau cebs Ha
PEAKOCTb JIErKOMbICJIEHHO. LlBeTo-MacKUpOBOYHas
3aliMTa OOMYHOMpPOBaHHUs ObUIa OTK/IIOYEHAa U uep-
Hble GoeBble KOCTIOMbI pe3KO BBIAENSIUCH Ha (GOHE
dHoneToBo-3e/ieHOI JINCTBBI. BMecTo TOro 4ToOHBI
BHHUMaTEIbHO OIJISIABLIBATbCA B OKPYXAIOLWIMM KX Jiec
W ObITh HaCTOPOXeE, Mera-BOMHbI OXMBJIEHHO beceno-
BaJIM, CYAsl MO BCEMY, MOJHOCTbIO IMOJIOXHUBIUUCL Ha
6AMTENBLHOCTh CBOMX cayr. Pasrosop To U neno npe-
pbIBICA B3pbIBaMU XoxoTa. OAWH M3 HUX, MOKa3bl-
Basl Ha YTO-TO B 3apOCjisIX KyCTapHHUKa, BCE Bpems
3aMBHCTO cMessca. Brnpouem, Kaitn Tak M He yno-
BHJI CMBICJI UX pa3roBopa.

«Jlypaku, — TIPE3pMUTENILHO MopyMan oH. — Jlaxe
TOT KPAaCHOKOXH# Bep3uJia, YTO COMPOBOXAAT Karu-
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TaHa Yeputu Jleitpn, 6e30 Bcsikoro TpyAa cMor Obl
YJIOXHUTb 060MX, yOoun 6bl, npexiae 4eM OHH TOHSIIH,
OTKyla NpULIJIa CMEpPThb».

~ HeoxwunanHo nensiHoit yxac caasun rpyab Kaiiia.
OH OCO3HaJl, YTO CMOTPUT Ha MeEra-BOMHOB, KaK Ha
BparoB M MOACYMTHIBAET CBOMW LUAHCHL... XKHBYLIHH B
HeM poOoT-y6uiiua siBHO roToBuJics K 6utse. Ho Benp
TaM, Briepeau — ero Opatbsl.. UTo Xe, YTO C HHUM B
KOHLIE KOHLOB MpoucxoguTt?!

Kaitn Bapyr pe3ko BBINMPSIMMIICS WU TNOAHSU DYKH.
Ecnu He 3THM ABa MOJIOKOCOCa, TO YX MYypaBbM, KO-
HEYHO, IOJ/KHBI OBUIM YJIOBUTh 3TO ABWXeHHe. [eit-
CTBUTENILHO, 062 MyTaHTa MOJIHUEHOCHQ OMJISIHYJIMCb,
BbIXBaTUB opyxHe. OHaAKO BbICTpesia He MocjeaoBa-
Jio. YBUIeB nepen co6oif Mera-BOMHa, OHM B HEpELlH-
TEJIbLHOCTH 3aMepjiM Ha MecTe.

JiBa MONOZIbIX BOMHA HAKOHEL-TO NpepsBaiu Gece-
ay. OnUH U3 HUX, MO-BUAMMOMY, Gojiee coobpa3uTeb-
HBI1, cpa3y BKJIIOYMJ CBETOBYIO 3allUTy. JIpyroit npo-
JOJIXaJl cMOoTpeTh Ha Kaiiyna UIMpOKO pacKpbITBIMH
rnazamMu. Kaitny Bapyr 3axoTenoch NMpOYMUTaThb 3THM
IBYM TIpHAypKaM HeGOJbLIYIO JIEKLUUIO O NpaBHjax
6e30nmacHOCTH, HO He CTajJl 3TOro [Aejarth, a MoJjYa
BbILLUEJT U3-3a CTBOJIa CJIYXXHUBILEro €My YKPbITHEM Jie-
peBa U C MOAHATHIMM pYKaMHM HamnpaBWJICS K Mera-
BOMHaM. MypaBbM BHMMAaTEJIbHO CJIENMJIM 33 KaXIbIM
ero OBMXXEHHUEM, He OMycKasi HanpaBJIeHHOTO Ha HEero
OpYXHS U ONHOBPEMEHHO pacTepsiHHO NepeBOAs B3I
c Mmera-BoMHOB Ha Kaiina.

Mexny tem Kaitn npubaunsuics x HUM He Gosee
4eM Ha TpHU MeTpa.

—~KT0 ThI? — CIIpOCHJ TOT,.KTO OGhICTpEee COpHEeH-
TUPOBAJICA.

— MeHsa 3osyt Kaitn. S Mera-BouH mnepBoro
KJjacca.
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Huxkakoit peakumu. Kaitn nuiwib rnouyBcTBoBas Y
o6ouX HeGosbllOe YCHJIEHWE CepAeuHOI AesATeNbHOC-
TH. Ho 3TO 6bUTO BHI3BaHO CKOpee BCEro ero BHe3al-
HbIM MOSBJIEHUEM, YEM Te€M, UTO OHM ycabilianu. Cyas
M0 BCEMY, 3TH OJIYXM HHUYEro He 3HaJIU O HEM.

— Kaitn? Hukorna He cabllian 3TOro MMEHHU.

~'— MeHsa Kakoe-To BpeMsl... He OblUTO 34ECb, — YK-
nonuyuBo otBeTun Kaitn. — M BOT uTo, BBIK/IIOYH, MO-
XKajyHcTa, LBETOBYIO 3alUMTy. 3Haellb, HE OUYEHb-TO
MPHUATHO DPa3roBapMBaTb C TeM, KTO IOXOX Ha Ipo-
IIJIOTOOHUM JIKCT.

Mera-BOMH HEMHOIO NOMELIWI, 3aTeM IMOTSAHYJICS
K nosicy. PaambiToe Ha ¢oHe neca NATHO BHOBL CTaslo
CTPOMHBIM TENOM, 3aTSHYTHIM B 4YepHblIil KaK HOYb
6oeBoit - KocTiOM. «Elie ogHa owmnbka», — noaymain
Kaitn, cam 661 OH HM 3a YTO TaK He MOCTYNUN. DTH
BOE SIBHO HeE TpENCTaBJs/IM HUKaKOil OMacHOCTH.
CTOHUT eMy TOJIBKO 3aXOTe€Th, U OHM YMpYT, Aaxe He
yCrneB MOHATh, YTO Xe MPOU3OLIO.

BHe3anHo JIMLIO OOHOTO M3 Mera-BOMHOB MCKa3u-
JIOCb OT yXaca.

— Thol...

BricTpo ckonb3HyB pYKO#H 3a TOSIC, OH BBIXBaTHII
opyxHe. J1o ero Tyro coobpaxarouiero CIyTHuKa TOXe,
HakoHel, Aoiuno, uyto Kaiin 3gecs BoBce He A ToOro,
yTo6bl COBeplIaTh Ge306MAHYIO NMPOTYJIKY MO JDKYHI-
JIsiM. Pe3KMM NBMXXEHHEM CXBaTHB OpYXHe, OH OBICTPO
OTNPBIFHYJI Ha HECKOJNIBKO 11aroB Hasan. Kaiul enpa He
pacxoxoTaiyicsi, Habsoaast 3a 3TUMHM TTPUTOTOBJICHUSIMH.

— S TOT, KOro BBl HlUETE, — CINOKOMHO 3asBHI
oH. — Sl Beab He oOWNGCA, BBl Pa3bICKUBAaETE UMEHHO
MeHs?

— He nBuraiics ¢ Mecta! — 3akpuuan TOT, 4TO
nomoJioxe. — OXHO HeBepHOe ABMXEHWE — U Tebe —
KoHeu! .
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Kaitn moGpoxenaTesbHO YJbIGHY/CS.

— 51 He cobupaloch 3alUMIIATECA. YOEHTe MeHS.

[Toka Mera-BoWHbI AEPXaIW €ro Ha NpHuUeae, CayTH
nogoiuay nobauxe, cxpatwiu Kaiina 3a reuu u, rpy-
60 BbIBEpHYB PYKM Ha3ad, CKOBJIM MX HapyYHUKaMH.
HdBa Apyrux cTajgbHBIX KOJIbLla TaK TJIOTHO CXaJin
WMKONOTKKU Kajina, yTo OH MOr nepeaBUraTbCsl TOJIb-
KO MaJleHbKMMU HEYKIIOXMMH 1aramu. [locne atoro
‘MypaBbM TOPONJMBO OTOLWIM B CTOpoHy. He B npmu-
Mep ABYM MojoAblM oBoJiTycaM, OHM XOpOLUO MOHH-
MaJi4, YTO Ja)ke CKOBaHHbIN Mo pykaM M HoraM Kaiin
NpeacTaBisieT Uil HUX CMEPTEJIbHYI0 OMacHOCTb.

— Te6s ycbIMUTL WIM Toiimelb AOGPOBONBHO? —
CHOBa CIpocuJi HaubGosiee MOJIONON M3 Mera-BOHHOB.

— Tak BaM nopyyeHO B35iTb MEHS B IUIEH XH-
BbIM? — HauMHas KOe-4YTO NMOHMMAThb, OLUEJIOMJIEHHO
npounsHec Kaitn. — KoHeuHo, N06POBONILHO, — KHUB-
HYNl OH TOJIOBOW.

— Ho 3Hait, ecau Thl nonbiTaeiubest 6exatsb, a1 Te6s
yobi10. '

Kaiin npomonyan.

* o Ok

[Tocne Toro yTo OHa nMepexuia Npu nogbeMme, MyThb
Hazag nokasajcss YepuTH IMOYTH OTALIXOM, IO Kpaii-
Helt Mepe, B nepBble MHHYTHI. Kakoe-To BpeMsi OHHM
UUJIM IO ToJIOM, HUYEM He 3alUMLUEHHOM, OTKPBITOM
MeCTHOCTHU. JKaH Besl HX K KaKHM-TO pa3BajiIiHaM.
Jlo6paBlIKCh 1O OOHOTO M3 JOMOB, OHH CIMYCTHMJIUCH B
MOABAN, a OTTyJa MOMAIH B KaHATH3ALMOHHYIO CETb.
WU nycts npouuto yxe UeAbIX MATBAECAT JIET, C TeX
Nnop Kak 37ech MpoTeKajla BoJa, OTBPAaTUMTENbHBIM 3a-
max GbUT MOYTU HenepeHOCUM. Ilpoiass HeMHOro B
KpPOMelIHOW ThbMe MO MoA3eMHOMY KaHaiy, 2KaH' oc-
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TAaHOBWJICS W, HarHyBLUMCb, MOAHSJ KPbIWIKY KaHaIH-
3allMOHHOrO JoKa. JlecTBHUS ero 6bLIM TaK ObICTPLI U
YBEpEHBI, CJIOBHO OH NMPEKPAacHO BUAEN B MOJHOMH TeM-
HOTeE.

[To 3Haky )XaHa OHM HayaJlu CMyCKaTbCA MO Y3-
Koif JiecTHULe. bbllo Tak TeMHO, yTto YepHTH naxe
He BUIEJla CBOMX PYK, HO OHa Bceil KOXeil oulyliana
rny6uHy konoaua. JJOCTUrHYB YpOBHS JIHa BbICOXLUEH
PEKH, JIIOAM MPOAOJIXKAIM CIYCKaTbCsl BCE HUXE M
HHUXe, NMoKa, HaKoHel, He Ao6paiuch 10 OCHOBaHHUS
Kononua. Tenepe XKaH Ben UX No HacToslEeMY iabu-
PHMHTY C 6eCKOHEYHBbIMHM TepexoaMu M OTBETBJIEHHS-
M. Horaa npoxoa cyxajicsi HaCTONIbKO, YTO UM MpPH-
XOOMJIOCH TION3TH, OMYCTUBIUMUCL Ha 4YEeTBEPEHbKH M
CTUCHYB 3yObl. Cyasi Mo BCéMy, OHM ObUIM HE OIHU B
3TOM JlabupuHTe. Heckonpko pa3 Yeputu cablliana
KaKOW-TO CTpaHHbIM LUYM, SIBHO NPOWU3BEAEHHbIH HeE
KeM-To u3 HuX. OnuH pa3 XXaH BApPYr pe3Ko OCTaHO-
BMJICS U LIENOTOM NpPHKa3ajl OCTAJIbHbIM He LLIEBEJIUTb-
cs. Bce 6e3ponoTHO NMOBHHOBaIWCh. YepHUTH Haualo
Ka3aTbCs, YTO €e Ija3a MOCTENEeHHO NPUBBHIKAIOT K
TEMHOTE U yXe BHIOSAT B 3TOM abGCOJIIOTHOM Mpake TakK
Xe XOopollo, Kak U npu ceere aHsi. OHa He cMorja
YJIOBUTb HMKaKMX MOCTOPOHHHUX 3BYKOB, HO olUuylle-
HHE OMacHOCTH MNPOAOJIKAJIO HapacTaTh.

[Tpouno HeCKOAbKO TOMHUTENbHBIX MUHYT, NMPEXAe
yem XKaH, obGneryeHHO B3JOXHYB, NOJaJl 3HaK OBM-
raTbCsi Jajiblue. )

— Yro 310 6BUTO? — NMOMHTEpecoBalach YepUTH.

— Kpbichl.

YepHTH MOYYBCTBOBaIa HOBLIi NMpWIHB yXaca. OHa
MpOCTO HeHaBuAena Kpoic. Jla, eciv 3TH arpecCHBHbIE
rpbI3yHbl HE TOJIBKO CMOIJIM BBIXHTh, HO H, OYEBU]-
HO, NMPEKpPacHO CYLUECTBOBAIM B 3TOM MMpE, 3HAYMT,
OH MM BroJiIHe nogxoauT. Eif BoBce He XxoTejsioch Obl
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BCTPETUTBCS C KpbICO¥, OOMTaIOLIEH B CTOJIb KOLUIMap-
HBIX KYHIJISAX.

— Ewe nonro uatu? — ronoc Ckaanepa 3XoM OTO-
3BaJicd B CBOJaX BBICOKOTO KpYIJIOFO TYHHeNs, Mo
KOTOPOMY OHM NPOABHTAIUCD.

’KaH npomonuan. YeputH cpasdy coobpasuna, 4To
IOHOLIa MPOCTO HE MNOHSIJ Bompoca, MO3TOMY, KakK
yMena, TocTapajiacb NMepeBECTH ero.

— Ewe HeMHoOro, — oTBeTus ¢paHLy3. — Mbl yxe
MOYTH Ha MecTe.

JleicTBUTENIbLHO, He MpPOLLIO U MHUHYTHI, Kak XKaH
OCTaHOBMJICSI, NMOTIPOCHJI MX TIOJOXIAaThb U CKpbUICA B
TeEMHOTe. B Ty Xe MHHYTY spKHit Genblit cBeT Oyk-
BaJILHO OCJEIUI JIIONEH.

Yeputu 3akpbuia pykoit nuuo, Ckamgep u Hoat
TOXe He pa3XHMaJii Bek, M Toibko ['ypk octaBajics
COBeplUEHHO HETIOABMXHBIM, He OTBOAS B3rjsia OT
spko ropesuieit namrnouku. Ero rnasza, xasajiocsb, co-
BEPIICHHO HE pearMpoBajld Ha OCJEMUTENbHBIH CBET.
«[Touemy e OH BCce BpeMsi MoOJyal BO Bpemsl myTe-
IECTBUS MO MOA3EMHbIM IKYHIIIM? — HEJOyMeBala
Yeputu. — Beap I'ypk — €NMHCTBEHHBIA U3 Bcex, KTO
MOT' XOTb YTO-TO pa3rNfgeTh TaKoil TeMHoTe?..»

— IlopoitouTe cloma! — paspgaincs rosnoc 2Kana.

Llyps rnasa, YepuTH TOpPOIUIMBO HampaBWJIach K
HeMy, TOYTH NMPHUBLIKHYB K sIpKOMY cBeTy. JKaH Haxo-
OWJICS B MOMELUEHWH, OYeHb HaroOMHHaBLIeM Tpydy, C
Npop>XaBeBLUMMH, NMOKPLITHIMM YEPHBIM HaJIETOM CTe-
HaMH. B Bo3gyxe UyBCTBOBAICSI TaKOW TSXKeJblil 3a-
nax, uro 6eu10 TpyAHO apliate. CHayasa Yeputu He
MOFJIa ONpeaeuTh NPUYUHY ITOro, Ho GPOCHUB B3NN
Ha MOKPbIBAIOLMHA JHO CJIOW YEepHOH KJIEHKOW MaccChl,
Cpasy BCe MOHsUIA. Tpy6a siBasinach YacTblo CTaporo
HedTenposoaa, OOHON M3 GECUUCIEHHBIX CTaJIbHBIX
apTepHui, Mo KOTOPOH KOraa-To TEKJIO YEPHOE 30JI0TO,

315



NMuUTaBlliee U 3acTaBisiBlee GUTbCS CepALIE OOHOM M3
caMbIX KPYNHbIX METPOMOJHI Mupa.

Co cMelIaHHbIM YYBCTBOM JIIOGONBLITCTBAa U CTpaxa
YepuTtH nocmoTtpena Ha 2KaHa, BoccedaBLUEro Ha Ka-
KOM-TO amnmnapaTte CTpaHHOM KOHCTPYKUMMU. B nepsbiit
MOMEHT MalllMHa IToKa3ajlach el OuyeHb MOXOXei Ha
MOTOLIMKJI, TOJIbLKO C LIECTbIO KOJIeCAMH, 4eThipe M3
KOTOPBIX KPENMWINCh K OHMILY CBoeoOGpa3HbIM KpPOH-
WITEHHOM, KOTOPbIH yNepXHMBaJl UX NOA YIJIOM NpH-
GJIM3UTEILHO rPayCcCoB TPHUALATh OTHOCUTEJIbBHO OCHOB-
HOro Kopmnyca M, OYeBMIOHO, MNO3BOJSJI TNpPEKPacHO
nepeaBUraThes MO KpyriabiM Tpy6aM M nepexonam Moa-
3eMHOro JlabupuvHTa.

Ha nepBblit B3misig KOHCTPYKLUMS BbIIJIsiAENa HO-
BOJIbBHO CMELIHO, HO MPUCMOTPEBLIMCL BHUMATEJILHEE,
YepuTH noHsna, HaCKONbLKO YNOOHBIM IJISI MepelBU-
XEHMs] B 3[CIUHMX YCJIOBHAX ObUIO 3TO COOPYXEHHE,
ocoOeHHO Y4YWUThIBasi AMaMeTp Tpy6, BO MHOTHMX Mec-
TaXx He NpeBblLUABILIMI U TpeX METPOB, TaK 4YTO HHYeE-
ro He cTomyio ciomarth cebe uiejo. IlepeaBuxeHue xe
B TYHHEJIIX Ha 3TOH MalllMHE MNPEeACTaBAsJIOCh MPOCTO
JeTckoi 3a6aBoii. A eciau elle U MOTOp TNMOA CUHTETH-
4YeCKMM KanoToM paboTas COOTBETCTBEHHO CBOUM pa3-
MepaM, TO, HecOMHeHHo, KaH Ha TakoM caMoKaTe
6e3 Tpyoa roHsieT MO CTeHaM, a, BO3MOXHO, U IO
MOTONKAaM JiaOBMpHHTA.

OT IOHOLIY HEe YKPBUIMCh BOCXMLIEHHbIE B3IIsANbI,
KoTopbiec Yeputn Gpocasa Ha MalluHY, U €ro JIMLO
MPOCHUSJIO OT rOpAOCTH.

— Bam HpaBHUTCS MOs Mrpywka? — TNOMHTEPECO-
BaJICA OH.

— DT0... 3T0 BeCbMa UHTepecHasi KOHCTPYKLMS, —
YKJIOHYMBO OTBETHJIa JeBywiKa. — Bel caMu ee cmac-
Tepuan?

JKaH yTBepnMTENbHO KUBHYJ rOJIOBOM.
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— Ecnu Obl BBl TOJBKO BHMAEHH, KAKUM OH Momnai
MHE B DYKM: Hactosilasi rpyaa xiama! § mortpaTn
aBa roaa, 4Tobbl IOBECTH ero Ao yma. 3ato ceifyac
3TO camasi ObICTpoxomHasl MallMHa Bo Bceit CBobon-
HoH 3oHe.

— Bbl yTBEpXOaeTe, YTO OHa He OfHa, YTO Cyllec-
TBYIOT Takue Xe? — nepe6una ero Yepurw.

XKaH B3rasiHy/J1 Ha NEBYIUKY C TaKMM YIOHUBJIEHH-
€M, CJIOBHO OHa CHpPOCHJIa, BOCXOAMT JIM MO YyTpaM
COJTHLE. ) )

— Hy KoHeyHO, MHOTHME MMEIOT TaKHe MaLIHHBI.
A KakK Xe HHaye 3lech MnepebupaTbcsi C MecTa Ha
mecTo?

— Jla, — HeyBepeHHO ynbiOHyAach Yeputu. — [eii-

CTBUTE/bHO, TAYNbIH Bonmpoc. — OHa yKa3saja KMUBKOM
roJIOBbl Ha TEMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO 3a cKUHOM XKaHa. —
3nech ellie ecTb TakHe TYHHeNU?
. — /Ja, u oueHb MHOro. TOJIbKO 51 3HAI0 OKOJIO TPUI-
Hati. MHoOrMe U3 HMX OOpPYLUMIIMCb, HEKOTOPHIE MBI
caMH 3aKpLUIM TIOCNie TOro, KakK HaluW JIIOM, OTNpa-
BMBLUMCH Tyda Ha pa3BedKy, He BEpPHYJMUCb OGpaTHO.
Ho MHorue u3 Hux Gosee wiu MeHee 6Ge30MmacHbI, —
MOCMELUWIT YCIIOKOUTDb 2KaH, 3aMeTHB, 4YTO YepHTH 4YyThb
3aMeTHO B3[pOrHyna. — MypaBbH HMKOIZA HE MOSAB-
JISIIOTCA 30eChb, Ja MU OXOTHHUKHU ToXe. MHe KaxeTcs,
OHM ¥ He JOraAbiBaloTCsl, YTO CYLIECTBYIOT 3TH Nepe-
XOJIbI.

IOHo1Ia HEMHOro MoMoJj4aj, NMOTOM A06aBMII:

— IlpaBpa, ecTh HeGonbliass npo6reMa.

— Jl1a? Kakasg xe?

— 4 Mory B3sTb ¢ cob0if TONIBKO OJXHOTO YeJoBeKa,
HY, BO3MOXHO, €llle 3axpayy Kapjuka. OcTajibHble J0-
JUKHBI OCTaThCSl 3[IECh M OXMIATh MOEro BO3BpAlEHHSI.

— Ho mbl MoxeM OexarTb 3a BamU. Bl moeaerte
Briepeau M Oymere yka3blBaTb HaM HampaBjIeHUE.
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— BexaTp?! — XKaH paccMesics, TOYHO YC/bIlLIan
aHEKOOT. — BTo NOoYTH AecsiTh KujioMeTpoB. Ha moTo-
Kape MHe NOoHagoGHUTCs OT CWibl. Mapa MUHYT. [IpaB-
Ha, MPUAETCA TPUOXKAbI BO3BpalaThCH.

YepuTH nepesena cnosa oHow. Ckagaep nomMop-
LUHJICS.

— S ny4yiwe nMpornoJsisy BeChb MyTh Ha Kapaykax, YeM
csly Ha 3TOT OpaHAyJeT.

Hat TOoXe HaxMmypunach, a I'ypk, peurutenbHo
KHMBasi TOJIOBOM, mocrneunul Bolpa3uTh Ckaaaepy cBoe
onobpeHue.

— Kakas uyws! — B cepAliax BOCKIMKHyna Yepu-
TU. — Y Hac He OCTaJloCh HU CHMJI, HU BPEMEHM, 4TO-
Obl TAlMTBCA LIECTb, @ TO U CEMb MHJb IO MyCTOMY
HedTenpoBoay. IlapeHs abcomoTHo npaB. OauH U3
Hac [IOJDKEH 1oeXaTb C HUM M MOTrOBOPHUTH C €ro JIIOAb-
Mu. Jpyrue ocraHyTcs ¥ GYAYT XIOaTh 3[€Cb, — C 3TH-
MU cioBamMu YepuTu mokasana Ha pyke Ckaanepa cien
ropsiliero ockojka: — Camoe Jjydlliee, €CIM NEepBBIM
OTNpaBUILbLCA Thl: Te6E CPOYHO HYXeH Bpauy.

— Her, exaTh HyXHO TeGe, — He TepMALUMM BO3-
paxXxeHHsi TOHOM Bo3paswn Ckannep.

— OH npas, — mo6asuna Hat. = Beab TONBKO Thi
ollHa yMeellb roBOpUTb Ha uX s3bike. Hu s, Hu Ckan-
iep HE CMOXE€M OTBETHUTb HaXe Ha MNMpPOCTEHIUUI BO-
npoc.

"— Mexay NpouyMM, OHM, BEpOSITHO, HE BCE TaK
TOCTENMPUHMHBI, KaK 3TOT Majbllll, — MpeaocTeperaio-
we 3aMetun [ypk.

YepuTtn nomosyana. Ee yrHeTana Msiciib, YTO HyX-
HO OCTaBHTb 3[1€Cb OpY3ei, HO MHOTO BbIGOpa He ObLIOo.

— Xopouio, — corjacunach oHa. — $1 nmocrapamch
KaK MOXHO CKopee OTOcCjaTh €ro obpaTHoO.

YeputHn 6bICTPO NOBEPHYJACh U C TSXENbIM CEPA-
ueM HanpaBuiachk K ’KaHy, cobupasce B3o6paTbcs Ha
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cugeHbe. OnHAKO IOHOLLA, MOKayaB rojoBOMH, MOMpO-
CHJI ee HEMHOTO MoAoXaaTh. HakJIOHMBILIKCH, OH He-
MHOIO TNOBO3MJICSI C pYJIEBbIM YINpaBJieHHEM, MOTOM
.pPe3Ko, OOHHUM OBUXEHHUEM BBLINPSIMMUIICS, MOBEPHYJICS
B cejjie, HEMHOro noep3ajl, ycTpanuBasich Ha HeM. B Ty
X€ MUHYTY MPOXEKTOp, 4YyTh HE OCJIEMMBLUMI HX B
caMOM Havajie, BApYr norac, 3aTo ¢ 06GeuX CTOPOH
MoTouMK/a 3aropesicst 6enbiit ceer. «[lo Bceit BMAM-
MOCTH, CaMOIgEJiKa OCHalueHa OBYMs MOTOpaMH, —
ouieomieHHo noaymana Yeputu. — OueBHAHO, Na-
peHb TaK Mepeaesiajl- MallUHY, YTO OHa MOXET ABH-
raTbCsi He TOJILKO Brepel, HO U Ha3aly».

Yeputn Opocuna nocnegHui B3rnsn Ha Ckapne-
pa, OTBETMBLIEro € HacMELUIMBON YyNnbIOKO, MOTOM
BcKapabkajach Ha cuaeHbe mno3agu XKaHa.

— JlepxuTtech nokpenye. OH y MeHsl He O4YeHb
NOKJIAAUCTBI, UHOrAa JIIOOUT B3OPBIKHYTD.

B3apeBen mMoTop. B y3KHMX XeJie3HbIX TpyDax 3TOT
3BYK KasajiCsi TAKMUM OMYLUUTENbHbIM, YTO YepuTH easa
caepXajnach, YToObl HE 3aKpbiTh YW pYKaMH.

— TloroBbi? — cnpocun XKaH, cTapasicb nepekpH-
yaTh peB paboTalollero ABUrarteiss ¥ HEpBHO HaXHMas
Ha Tnejaib rasa, 3acTaBisisi TEM CaMbIM ApPOXallylo
MallMHY U3JaBaTh COBEPIIEHHO HENEPEeHOCHMBIH BOIA,
CJIOBHO GbUIO CJHIIKOM THXO M €My XOTeJloch aoba-
BHMTb €llle HEMHOrO rpoxoTa.

— TloTtoBa! — mpokpuyana B oTBeT YepHuTH.

B cnenyolllyio ceKyHOy OHa M30 BCEX CHMJ BLIEMH-
gacy B XKaHa, aymMas TOJNBKO O TOM, Kak OBl He co-
pBatbcst ¢ cemna. lOHowa momaan rasy, ¥ MallHHa,
cliejiaB MOLUHBII pBIBOK, KaK CTpeJjia NMOHec/ach BIie-
pen.

— He Tak 6bICTpO! — CKBO3b BOHf MOTOpa KPHKHY-
.na Yepurm.

XKaH mocaywHo c6aBwi xox. Tenepp MOTOLHMKI
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Heccst 110 APYroMy TyHHeEJIO, UyTh BbillE MepBoro. 31ech
peB MoTopa 6bUl He TaKUM OFJYLIMTEIbHbIM.

— Yyrb nomemneHHee, XKaH, — cHoBa B3MOJMIach
Yeputn. — Ilpoiy Bac. MHe OueHb XOYETCS >XHUBOM
mobparbcsli 10 BallMX JIOAEH.

2KaH, MoJyIHbIN IOHOLUECKOro 3a0pa, Beceso yjbl6-
HyJICA € 4epe3 IuUieyo.

— HaMm HyXHO exaTb OueHb ObICTPO, — MPOKpHYaI
OH B OTBET.

— Ho nouemy? Kakas pasHuua: MUHYTOH paHb-
ute, MMHYTO# ro3xe?

-B Ty Xe cexkyH@y MMMO HHX BHe3anHO MpOHec-
Jach Gonbllasi cepasi TeHb. Bce nmpousouuio tak 6sic-
Tpo, YTO UepuTu Aaxe He ycrnesa pacCMOTPETb, YTO
3T0 6bUIO. 3a mMepBOit TEHBIO MOCjeAoBaja BTOpas,
MIOTOM TPETbA — M BOT yXe Lejas oplla OrpoMHbBIX
MOXHATBhIX TBapeil ycTpeMWJiachb UM HaBCTpeuy.

YepuTH HENpPOU3BOJIbLHO Bliemwiach B 2KaHa, 601b-
lIe He BO3paxasi, Koraga oH npubasui ‘rasy, ¥ MallM-
Ha pBaHynacb Bhepej c euwe 6oJyiblwe CKOPOCTHIO.
YepHble 1 KpacHble NMATHa Ha CTeHax cpasy npespa-
THJIUCbh B CIUIOLUHbIE TMOJIOCHI, MEJIbKaBLIHWE KaK TYy4YH
B (UIbME C YCKOPEHHOMH CBEMKOIA.

BHOBbL ¥ BHOBb NMPOHOCWJIMCH MMMO HMX CEpbIE TeJa:
OrpOMHbI€ JIOXMaThi€ CYLLECTBa C MEpLaIoLIMMHU IJ1a3a-
MU ¥ OCTPBIMH, KaK HOXM, KOITAMHU, KOTOpblE Llapana-
JIN CTIbHBIE MEpeMbIYKM TyHHeNss. MHorue TBapH Ipo-
MaXWBIUCh, MbITasACb CXBATUTb AOOBIYY, — CIHLUKOM
BeJiuKa Obijla CKOPOCTb IBVCKEHMSI MOTOLIMKIIA.

YepuTH Hemano M3ymnasnach, Kak »KaH ycresal
BOBpeMs 3aMevaTh XHMBOTHbIX. CaMa OHa BUAENA TOJb-
KO pa3MbIThie cepbieé KOHTYDBI.

HakoHeu MmawmmuHa 3amemmwia xol. Tenepb OHHM
€XaJIH CO CKOPOCTBIO INECTBAECAT-CEMbIAECAT MWIb B
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.yac. Ho mocjie TOro 4To €if MpULIIOCh MEPEXHUTh, 3TO
Ka3aJloCb MPOCTO pa3BlieYEHUEM.

— Yto 3TO0 6BINIO? — CTapascCh MepekpHyaTh LIyM
MoOTOpa, cripocuyia YepuTH.

— Kpbicbl, — He noBopayuBasich, OTBeTHJ] 2KaH.

YepuTH cHOBa COOpOrHyfaach oT yxaca. Heyxenn
3TO, AeWCTBUTEJNILHO, Kpbichki?! [la Beab HEKOTOphIE M3
3TUX OecTuit OBIJIM POCTOM CO B3pOC/YIO OBYapKy!..

MocTeneHHo YepHTH Hayana pa3ivyaTh OKPYXaio-
wee. K coxaneHnio, He¢TenpoBon He Be3le OKasajcst
TaKMM TNPOYHBIM, KaK Ha NpPOWMAEHHOM OTpe3Ke MyTH:
Paza nBa-TpM MM BCTPETHJINCh OIPOMHBLIE NPOGOMHEI,
YepHbIMH IbIPAMH BLIIENSABIUNECS HA KOPUYHEBBIX CTe-
HaxX TyHHefss. A OfHaXIbl YyTh HE CHECJIO TOJIOBbI OO0Jb-
UMM KYCKOM XXeJIe3HO! OOGIIMBKH, MONyOTOPBaHHLIM
OT BepxHeil nepeMbiuku. [1puiocs CHIBHO HAaKIIOHUTb-
cs Briepes, YToObl MUHOBaTb OMacHOE MECTO.

HakoHel oHu yBuaenu ceet!

CHavajla B TEMHOTE, NMpSAMO nepen HUMM, MOSBU-
Jlach HeGOJIbILIAsi UCKpa, KOTOpast NMOCTENEHHO NpeBpa-
TWIach B CBeTSLIMiICA KpacHbit Kpyr. »KaH mnpuTop-
MO3MJI U MOMHIajl NIPOXEKTOPOM, BEpPOSITHO, NMOJAaBas
KOMY-TO CHMTHaJl.

TyHHeNnb BHE3alTHO 3aKOHYMJICS, U 3aMeyvaTe/IbHas
MallMHa Bbexaja B MOMellleH!e NMOoI OrpOMHBIM NpO-
pXaBeBIWIMM KynojnoM. ‘M3-3a Beca MOLIHOTrO KpOH-
IITelfHa MOTOLMKJI TTOTEPS/I PABHOBECHE, €TI0 3aHECIIO
B CTOPOHY U OpOCHJIO BIIpaBO, YYTh JIK HE Ha CTEHY.
YepHUTH HENMPOMU3BOJBLHO €llle TECHee NpHUXajach K
KaHy. U Bce xe ee yyTh He BLILIMOIO U3 ceia, KOr-
Ja MaluvHa, cAejaB TOCNeAHUI pDHIBOK, NBYMs Tiepe-
JHVMH KOJileCaMU yMepjach B CTEHY.

2KaH BBIKJIIOYMJI MOTOp M, HEODEXHO YyCMeXasiCh,
MOBEPHYJICA K [EBYLIKE. ’
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— Hy kak, Bce B nopsiake? — B €ro rojoce Cibl-
wiajacbh €0Ba CKpbITasi pagoCTh.

— Ja, cnacu6o, — ckopuwia rpumacy Yepurtn. —
W rpe 3To Bbl, 4epT BO3bMM, HayYyMJIUCh TaK BOOAWUTH
MOTOLMKII?

’KaH GBICTpPO COCKOYMJI C cemla, CAead liar Ha-
3aQ M 3JIETaHTHO MPOTSIHYJ PYKY, cOGMpascCh MOMOYb
eit cnycTuTbest BHM3. CHavyana YepuTH xoTesia nmpour-
HOpPUpPOBaTh 3TO TIPEUIOXKEHHE, HO IOHOWIAa TaK Tep-
MEeJIMBO XA, YTO OHA, B3SIB €ro 3a PYKY, LIEpEMOHHO
coula ¢ ceajla MOTOLIMKIIA, CJIOBHO KOpOJieBa C MpH-
LIBAapTOBaBLIErocsi K MECTY IMOCNEAHEH CTOSHKHU KO-
pabns. OxasaBLUIMCh Ha 3eMJjie, YepUTH BHHUMATEIBHO
OCMOTpenach.

B cTasibHOM OTCeke MOECIONY CTOSUIM TaKue Xe,
Kak ¥ y XaHa, MallMHBI, HO HM OOHa M3 HMUX He
noxoawia Ha apyryi. [Nonaganuce gaxe Takue cTpaH-
Hble KOHCTPYKUHWH, MISIAS Ha KOTOphle ObUIO TPYAHO
Jaxe BOOOpa3uTb, YTO OHU MoOTryT e3auThb. OnHa, Ha-
nipyMep, BbiMIsifena KakK OObIKHOBEHHasi NMayTHHa, B
LIEHTPE KOTOPOW HaXxOAMJOCh HebOoJIbilIoe CUOEHBbE.
«BrnipoueM, nouyemy 6l M HeT? — ynabibasch B AOylle,
noaymaina YeputH. — BpemMeHa MaccoBOro rnpoOMBbIL-
JIEHHOTO TNPOM3BOACTBA OCTAJIUCH B JAJIEKOM IMPOLIOM.
A BCe, UTO H3rOTaB/IMBAeTCS CEroAHs, — WUCKIIOYU-
TeNIbHO py4YHast pabGoTta».

YeputH obBesna B3rISA0M NMOMellleHHE, B KOTOPOM
OHM HaXOMWINCh. DTO GBUIO HE YTO HHOE, KaK MycTas
rMraHTckas uucrepHa. Kpome TyHHens, npuBenllero
MX Clofa, B Hee, KaK B OTPOMHO€ 03€po, Bnajajiu YCTbS
JpYIMX TYHHeJlei, KOTOPbIX HaCUMTBHIBAJIOCh HE MEHb-
we OI0XKMHbBl. Ha mpoTHBOIONOXHON CTOPOHE LMUC-
TepHbl YepuTH 3ameTHsIa MOLLUHYIO ABEDPb, MOKDBITYIO
TSIKEJIBIMU CIUJIaBJAEHHBIMU APYr C OPYrOM >XeJIE3HbI-
MM JIMCTaMH, CIOeJlaHHbIMU SIBHO TIO3JJHEE, YeM BCe
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noMemieHHe. CTeHbl ¥ MOTOJOK MOKPBIBaJI CIUTOLLIHO¥M
CJI0il CMOJIBI M PXaBYMHBI, OJHAKO IOJI OKa3aJics Ha
yAuBJIeHWEe YUCT. BUOUMO, STUM IOMELLUEHHEM YacTo
M0JIb30BaJIUCh.

B 3TO BpeMsi NMOCJBIILATKUCh YbHU-TO TSDKEJIble Lary.
YepUTH OrisiHyJlaCh M 3aMeTHUJIa Cpelu aKKypaTHO
pacCTaBJICHHBIX MOTOLMKIIOB ABYX MYXYHH, KOTOpbIE
OYeHb TOPOMMIIMUCH.

— Xan! I'me, yepT BO3bMH, TEOH... _

OnvH M3 BOlUeAIINX — HeMHOro crapiue XKaHa M
C BUHTOBKOI1 Ha Ijleye, HO TOYHO B TaKOM Xe Onex-
ne, ysunes YepurH, oulenomneHHo samonyan. Kaxoe-
TO MFHOBEHHME OH TYTIO CTOSIJI, HE NPOU3HOCS HH CJIO-
Ba, NMOTOM MeUIEHHBIM ABMXeHHeM — Yeputu daxe
ynbiGHynach NMpo cebsi — CHSUI C Ijleya OpyXHe M Ha-
NMpaBUJI Ha AEBYLIKY.

— Krto BHI?

YepuTH yXe cobupajlacb OTBETHTb, HO ee olepe-
avn XKaH.

— OnycTH cBolo WIPYLIKYy, [eHpH, — MNpOM3HeC
OH, — OHa CO MHOH. ,

I'eHpH nDaxe He nouieBenuiics. YepuTH 3aMeTHIa,
KaK CHJIBHO IpOXaT ero pyk, U mMoawia bora, 4ToGsI
KYpPOK 3TOTrO caMornajia He OKa3aJiCs CAMLIKOM IoAaT-
JIUBBIM.

— KTo0 BHI? — HacToitunBO nosTopui I'eHpu, B ero
rojioce CibllIaJCAd CTpax.

— Hy, noxanyiicra, 'eHpu, — XaH GBICTPO BBI-
Lien Briepeld, 3aropaxuBas co6oio Yeputn. — He my-
payncsi, 1 Bce -TeGe 06BsACHIO!

TeHpy xpaHWn MomuaHHe. ONHAKO €ro CIYTHHK,
MPOBOPHO OTCKOYHB B CTOPOHY, HallpaBW Ha OEBYLI-
KY CTBOJI TOYHO TaKOH Xe, KaK U y ['eHpH, BUHTOBKH.
Ha nuue 3Toro MyXYMHbl He OPOTHYJ HH -OOWH MYycC-

KYyJ1.
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— Ortoiian B ctopony, JKaH, — npukasan [eHpH.

Ha sToT pa3 10oHowWa MOBUHOBaiICS M, GPOCHB Ha
YeputH ObICTPBI, MOYTH BUHOBaTbLIM B3rnsd, CHOBa
romnbiTancs O6bsICHUTHCS:

— Ecam Tl XOTA Obl IBe MHHYTHl TOCJYyLIaellb
MeHs1, Tebe Bce cpasy cTaHeT sicHo. IToToM caM Xxe
Hag coboit Oynelib CMeSIThCA.

Il'eHpu HeyBepeHHO mocMoOTpes Ha 2KaHa M He-
MHOTO ONYCTHJI OpYXHe.

— K10 ona? Otkyma? Kak nosiBuiach 3aech?

— 51 BCTPETHJ1 €€ Ha TOil CTOpOHE, B IKYHIJISIX, H...

— B mxyHrax?! — rnasa ['eHpM enBa He BbUIE3NH
u3 opout. — Ha apyroit cropoHe?!

OH BHOBb MOJIHUEHOCHO NpuLenuics B Yeputy,
HEPBHO OOGJIU3bIBasi MepecoXilye ryobl.

— 51 6161 Tebe Bce OOBACHHWI, €CJIH Obl TOJBLKO MO3-
BOJIWJI MHE BbICKa3aThCs, — B3IOXHYJ] 2KaH, 3aTem mno-
Kasayn Ha YepuTH, Ha CBOII MOTOLIMKJ U Ha TYHHEJb,
M3 KOTOPOTO OHM TOJILKO YTO Bblexann. — S Obl1 Ha
TOM cTOpoHe. TaM UTO-TO MPOMCXOAMT.

— Ha, Mbl casnuany B3pbiB. Bcs 3oHa B TpeBo-
re, — npousHec I'eHpu. — KaxeTcsi, yTo-TO B3neTeso
Ha BO3AYX.

— S 3Halo, yTO. DTO OBUT IIaHep.

— [inanep?! — I'eHpn pgaxe He MBITAICS CKPLITh
H3yMJIEHUS.

— OH arakoBal Hac: MeHs, ee U Apyrux. Mpl, Ha-
XOAWIMCh COBCeM OJIM3KO, KOrja B3OpBasiCsl IUIaHeEp.

— A KOro 3TO «APYTHX»? — HEOXHMIAHHO BMellal-
Csl B pas’roBOp BTOPOH MYXYHHa.

Ha ator pa3 Bnepen BbicTynmuia Yeputu. Cros
HanpoTHB YeJIOBeKa, AepXaBlLIero ee Ha mnpulieie,0Ha
YeTKO cKasana mo-(paHLy3CKH: .

— Moux COyTHHUKOB U MEHS.

HecMoTpss Ha TO, 4TO 3TOT MYXYHHa NpPOM3HEC
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BCEro JIMLIb HECKOJIbKO CJIOB, YepUTH 1IECTHIM YYBCT-
BOM TTOHSIJIa, YTO pa3roBapUBaTh HY>)KHO HMEHHO C HHM.

— W MHoro Bac tam?

— Bcero nuuub Tpoe, — BcTaBWwiI KaH. — OHM XIOYT,
Korga si BEpHycb M 3abepy MX.

— Tbl He caenaellb 3TOro, — OTpe3a]l MYXYHHa,
nopapasi [eHpH 3HaK HU Ha CEKYHIY He CIycKaTh ria3
c neBywkd. — Kcraru, I'eHpu, nait 3Hath Bapnepy,
YTO Yy Hac roctu. Sl cam Oyay HabilomaTh 3a Hei.

HemHoro momeanus, I'eHpu Bce-TakM Gpocuics
BBIMOJIHATH NMPUKa3 U CKOPO HMcye3 B TEMHOTE.

— Hy, xBaTuT, He nenait rjaymocreit, — BO3MYTHIJI-
cs XKan. — Te, Tpoe, xmyT MeHs. S obGewan 3abpaTb
ux. Unu TeGe oueHp Xouercs, YTOObI MX 3arpbi3jii Kpbl-
cbi?

— Twl ocraHelwbest 31ech. Huuero ¢ HUIMM He ciy-
yntcsi. Ckopo Mbl camu no3aboTumcs o Hux. Yto xe
KacaeTcsi Bac, — oOpaTwicsa Myx4uHa K Yeputu, —
OCTOPOXHO MOJIOXKHTE OPYXHE Ha MoJI.

Jesylika Mosya BhITalllMjla U3-3a MOsica Jla3epHBbIi
MUCTOJIET, [IOJIOXHUJIA ero rnepen co60i Ha MOJ M pe3-
KO TOJIKHYJIa HOro# B CTOPOHY TEMHOBOJIOCOTO.

- YBUAEB, YTO 3TO BCEro JIMLIb MaJIECHBKHI Hanyya-
TeJb, KAKUMH OOGbIYHO OLIBalOT BOOPYXEHbI MYpaBbH,
TOT HaXMypMJICSl, HO He MPOPOHWJI HH CJIOBa.

YepuTH BOPYT CTAJIO SICHO, YTO OHa BPSZ JIM CMO-
XeT 0 yeM-TMOO NOroBOPUThCS C ApYy3bsMH XKaHa. B
OTBET Ha €€ IOJIyBONPOCUTE/IbHBIN-TT0ypa3rHeBaHHbI i
B3TJISIA, IOHOILA TOJILKO CMYLIEHHO MOXaJ IJieYaMH.

— MHe oueHb XaJlb, HO I M CaM He ITOHUMAIO,
YyTO...

— Bce B nopsinke, — nepebuna ero Yeputu. — B
ob1eM-To, oHM npaBbl. MHaue, 4yTo Xe 3TO Obina Gbl
3a OXxpaHa, eci¥ Obl OHa GeCHpensATCTBEHHO MpOIyC-
THId MEHH.
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— Yenyxa.

Kan He cBoaun rja3 c yeysioBeKa C PYXbEM, U
JIMLO ero MpauHeso Bce Gonblie U Gonbue. Kak Tonbko
TEMHOBOJIOCBIHf OTBEpPHYJICS, IOHOLUAa elBa CJIBILIHO
rpoluenTa: :

— IMocnyiuaiire... [laBaiite 1OroBopuMcs... Bbl... Bbl
HUYero He 3HaeTe O.KpenocTu. Xopouwo? MHe 6bl
3TOro O4YeHb HE XOTEJIOCh.

YepuUTH olleNOMJIEHHO B3misiHyla Ha JKaHa. B
NMepBbli MOMEHT €# MNOKa3ajloCb HEBEPOSITHLIM, YTO
OH CTOJIBKO JIET CKpbIBaJl OT BCeX CBOIO Haxoaky. On-
HaKo, NMPUCMOTPEBLUMCL BHMMaTeJbHEE, OHa MNOHAJA,
YTO MMEHHO TaK OHO M ObLIO.

— 51 noneiTaloch, — MpolUenTajga oHa B OTBET.

— O yeMm 3TO BHI llyllyKaeTech? — pasjaJjicsi pes-
KHH OKPHMK CTpaXHHMKa.

— Ja Tak, Hu o uyem! — noamurHyn XKaH. — IIpo-
CTO A MBITAIOCh YOEAUTH Hallly rocThbio, YTo B CB0o6OA-
HoM 30He He Bce TaKue OCibl, KaK Bbl JBoe!

YepuTtH, B NMpUHLIKIE, HE BO3paxaia.



ITIABA 7

Kaitn He 3Han, cKo/JbKO BpeMEHH MPOULIO C TeX
Mop, KaK ero NMpuBeJy cloAa U OCTABUJIH OAHOrO: ACHb,
a MoxeT, yac. OH Gosblue He owyluat 6era BpeMeHH,
obypeBaeMblif yparaHOM CTpPaHHbIX, HECBOHCTBEHHBIX
eMy nipexiae YyyBcTB. OHU BO3HHKAJIMU INie-TO BHYTPH,
B rnyGMHe AylIH, O CYLIECTBOBaHHM KoTopoit Kaitn
HUKOrJa He OOoraAbiBajics, KaK GyATO JO 3TOr0 MO-
MEHTa eec OKpyXaJia KaKasi-ToO HEBUAMMas CTeHa, CKBO3b
KOTOpPYIO €My HHKOTAa He yaaBajoch-npobutbcsi. U
BOT ceiflyac, Ka3aioCh, OHa Jajla MEpPBYIO TPELIMHY.
Kaiin He 3Han, 4TO CKpBIBAJIOCH 3a 3TOH CTEHOH, M
9T0 nyrano ero. K HeMy Bapyr NMpHUUIO NMOHMMaHHeE
Yero-To oYeHb BAXHOro, KaKOro-To HOBOrO CO3HaHH4,
KOTOpOEe BOBCE HE HMHTEPECOBAIOCh TEM, YTO NPOMC-
XOOHUT BOKpYr, W ObLJIO LETUKOM MOrpyXeHo B €ro
BHYTpeHHUIt Mup. [1paBaa, Bce ocTanbHbIE, HEBEPOSIT-
HO OGOCTpeHHble OlUyI(EHHS U MHCTHMHKTHI Kaitna
¢GYHKUMOHHUPOBAIM TaK Xe, KaK M paHblle, TO €CTb C
NMPUBBIYHON 4YeTKOCTblo. OAQHaKo ceiyac OH Haual
MHOroe 4yBCTBOBaTh. [ 1e-To r1y6oKO BHYTpH €ro Tep-
3aJla cTpaHHas 6oJb, peajibHble MPHUYMHBI KOTOPOH OC-
TaBAIUCh €My NOKa HEeBEAOMBI.

HeoxunanHo Kain ycaplian wiarm: KTo-To Gbic-
Tpo npubnuxancs kK ero kamepe. Elle MHUHyTa-Apy-
rass, u aBepb oTkpoercs. CKOBaHHBIM MO pykKaM M
HOraM TOHKMMM CepeOpHUCTBIMU LIETSIMM, CAEJaHHBI-
MM M3 CIU1aBa, KOTOPHIi OGbUT He 1O CHIaM Jaxe Mera-
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BouHYy, Kaitn MemieHHO npucen Ha Kpai Y3KOro u
JIOBOJIBHO XECTKOIrO TOMYaHa.

IMoHavany oH mnbiTanca yGeAWTb CBOMX CTPaXHM-
KOB B TOM, YTO HET HMKaKOM HyXIbl 3aKOBbLIBaTh €ro,
HO OHHM BCE PaBHO CAejlajiu 3TO, a KPOMe TOro rpHuBe-
JIM B MaJEHbKYIO KOMHATy, CTEHbl W ABEPb KOTOPOit
OKa3aJIuCh U3 OPOHETAHKOBOM CTaiu. YeThipe BMOH-
THUPOBAHHLIE B IMOTOJIOK BHIEOKaMephl pacroJjiarajuch
TaK, YTO HU ONHO ABMUXXEHHE IUIEHHUKA HE MOIJIO He
OCTaThbCsi He3aMEUEHHbIM. DTH KaMepbl OKOHYATENbHO
c6unu Kaitna ¢ Tonky. Eule HUKoraa B XM3HHU eMy He
JOBOIMWJIOCh HaXOAMTbCSI B TaKOM MomeulieHHH. bes
COMHEHHUs1, 3TO.OblJla TIOPbMa, OYEBMAHO, NMpeAHa3Ha-
YeHHasi Ul TaKMX Xe OTBEPXEHHBIX, KaK U oH. «Ho
3ayeMm Ha lllait-TaaHe TiOpbMa il Mera-BOMHOB? —
‘usymmiics npo cebs Kaitn. — Heyxenu g He OIMHOK,
Y CYILECTBYIOT €elle TaKHUe Xe, y KOTOPBIX YTO-TO NMpO-
M30LLJIO C CUCTEMOM peryisiuuu?»

HakoHell ABepb pacmnaxHyjlacb, U B KOMHaTy BO-
wen Mera-BOMH. BricTpo ocBob6oaus Kaitna ot ueneit,
OH cAenas liar Hasall, MOBEpPHYJICS, MOKHUHYJ KaMepy
M OCTaJICAd CHapyXHu. B kopuaope njieHHHUKa yxe IMom-
XHIOal BTOpOi Mera-BOMH. «[la, 3TH NapHU — HacTo-
siLl[Me OMBITHbIE MYXYWHBI, HE TO YTO Te, MOJYIAETH,
KOTOpbIX 1 BCTPETWI B Jiecy», — nonyman Kaitn. Mexny
TeM, BCTaB, 0 00EMM CTOpDOHaM, Mera-BOMHBI MoOJYa
MOBEJIM €ro no KOpHUIopy, K ABepsM nudTa. '

Korpa otkpbinuceh nocnenHue asepu, Kaitna Oyk-
BaJILHO OCJIENWJ SIPKO-3€eJIeHbI COIHEUHBI cBeT. «Te-
nepb MHe yXe HYXHO OKOJIO CeKYHIbl, UTOOBI IJia3a
MPHUBBLIKJIH K HOBOMY UCTOYHMKY OCBELUCHMSI», — OTOp-
YyeHHOo noayman oH. Kasamocb, ¢ Kaxaoit MHUHYTOMH
Kaitn yrpauuBan Bce 6osblue CBOMX. MPUCITOCOOHTEb-
HBIX KayecTB, CTAHOBSICb BCE MEHEE 3allMILEHHBIM.
TepsAnuch NpUBbIYHBIE HaBblKM, HE pa3 NO3BOJISBLUHE
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eMY BBIXOAMTH MoGeauTesieM W3 MHOTUX CJIOXHBIX CH-
TyauMii, ¥ caMoe MJIaBHOE M3 HUX — YMeHHMe ObiCTpo
NpUcnocabanuBaTbCs K U3MEHSIOLIUMCS OOCTOSITENBCT-
BaM. B paHHbIif MOMeHT Kaitn aGcosloTHO HUYEro He
MOHUMaJI U JaxXKe He MNpeACTaBJisijl, [A€ HaXOOMUTCH.

[Tpoitnst MMMO Tpex TMraHTCKHMX, OTIMBAIOLIUX ce-
peGpoM KyYrNoJIOB 3[1aHUSI TPEHHUPOBOYHOIO KOMILIEKCA,
Mera-BOMHbI HanpaBWIKCh K GailiHe. [issas Ha Hee, Kaitn
B KOTOpBbI pa3 3aman ceGe OAMH M TOT Xe€ BOIMpOC: C
KaKoit uenbio 6bUla B CBOE BpeMsi BO3BeIE€Ha 3Ta CTpaH-
Hasg KOHCTpyKums? TpexcoTMeTpoBasi 6aliHs — TBOpe-
HMEe Hace/IIBLIMX 3Ty IUIaHeTy elle OO0 KOJIOHM3aUHuHu
NMPUMHUTUBHBIX aOOpUTeHOB — BbITJIsIZE/a JOBOJILHO BHY-
LIUMTEJIbHO OaXe MO CpaBHEHHWIO C OIPOMHBLIMM [ONY-
chepryeckMMU CBOAaMH TPEHUPOBOYHBIX 3JIOB.

Kaitn Henmpou3BONBHO MOAHAN TrOJIOBY, MNBITasACh
pacCMOTpPETb Ha cCaMOM BepXy MacCHBHOE TYJIOBHLLIE
KoposieBbl. OHaKO He yBHIEJN HMYEro, KPOME Mepha-
Iolleil TEeMHOTBI, U3 LIEHTpa KOTOPOMH, KaK eMy NoKa-
3a710Ch, Ha HEFO CMOTPEJIM OrpOMHbBIE XOJIOMHBIE IJia3a
TMFAaHTCKOrO HaceKoOMOro, IJla3a, NOJIHbIe HEeAOBepHs
¥ HEHABHUCTH.

BrnipoueM, naxe ecnu Gbl KopojieBa AeHCTBHUTENb-
HO HaOJyojana 3a HUM, BpsX JM eit ObL10 GbI U3BeCT-
HO, KTO OH Takoi. Y Hee JOCTaTOYHO APYTUX Ie€l,
yTOGBHl AyMaTh €llle O KaKOM-TO Mera-BOMHE, y KOTO-
pOro MoueMy-TO «Tl0eXana Kpblllia».

TeM He MeHee, HarpaBJiisACb B COIMPOBOXIECHUU
OXPaHHUKOB K JUIHHHOMY CTEKJISHHOMY 3[JaHHUIO INaB-
Horo wta6a, Kaitl npogoskan pasMbILUIATE 06 3TOM.
OH 3Has, YTO KOpOJIEBa — HE MPOCTO TYNas OrpoMHas
poawibHas MalivHa. Posib, KOTOpyl0 OHa urpaina, cyas
‘1o BceMy, Obljla ropasfio Cephe3Hei, YeEM MOTJIO TIOKa-
3aThCc HenocBfueHHoMY. Ho Kailn HuYero He Began
06 3TOM.
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HakoHel oHM BOWIAM MOA CBOABI CTEKJISIHHOTO
nabupuHTa rnasHoro wTtab6a. JIugT, cTeHbl KOTOPOTO
ToXe ObLIM chejlaHbl M3 CTeKi1a, ObBICTPO NOCTaBMJI HX
Ha TpeTuit ypoBeHb, 1 Kaitna nposenu B nMpocTopHOe
rnomeluleHne, obCTaBlieHHOe MeGenblo, CAeNaHHOU W3
CHUHTETHYECKUX MaTepHajloB KpacHOBaToro u 6esioBa-
TOrO OTTEHKOB.

Kaitn 6ykBanbHO olLieneHen NMpy BUIE OXMUAABLIMX
€ro B 3TOi KOMHaTte. Y NMpOTUBOIOJIOXHOMN CTEHbI, BO3/e
OKHa cTosuiu Tpoe. JlBoe M3 HMUX SIBHO ObUIM CJIyram,
WU MYypaBbsIMHM, — MMEHHO TaK Ha3blBaJld MX KamnuTaH
Jleiipa u ee npysbsi. IlpaBaa, eAMHCTBEHHOE BHAMMOE
pa3finuMe 3aKIoyaaoch B TOM, YTO MAaHUMPHU ITHUX MYy-
paBbeB ObIIM OTBpaTUTEJbHOrO GeJsioro LBeTa. MHcNek-
TOpbl... TONBKO OgHaXabl, MHOro Jetr Ha3san, Kainy
[IOBEJIOCh YBHIETb MHCIEKTOpA: TOrAa B OJHOM M3 Tpe-
HHUPOBOYHBIX KYITIOJIOB MTPOU30LIeNl HeCYacCTHBIN ciyuait,
CTOMBLUMH XM3HM TPHALATH MOCAYLUHHKaM.

Bun Ttpetbero ujeHa rpynnbl npuBen Kaitna B
LIOKOBOE COCTOSIHME.

310 6611 CTOYH.

OH CcTOsSI1 Yy OKHa COBEpPLIEHHO HEMOABUXHO, HE
ceons ma3 ¢ Kaina. Ha ero nuue He AporHyn HHM
onoMH MycKyn, Ho Ka#n cpasy olyTtun B3phIB 3MO-
LMit, OYKBaJIbLHO MOTPSACIUMIA NpaBUTENisl IUIAHEThI: Yac-
ToTa mynabca U AbixaHusi CTOyHa yBEJIMYHMIACh MOUYTH
paBoe. Ecnu 6bI Mera-BOMH He 3Hajl, YTO Takoe B
NMPUHLIMITE HEBO3MOXHO, OH Obl Mokisiics, yto CTOyH
OJIM30K K MOTepe paccylka OT CTpaxa.

HeoxunpanHo Kaitn noyyBCTBOBaJl ... HEHaBHCTb.
DTO YyBCTBO OKa3aJloCh MJIS HEro COBEPILIEHHO HO-
BbIM.

EmMy 6bUI1M XOpOILIO M3BECTHbI FHEeB, 3700a, pa3o-
yapoBaHHUE M JaxXxe SpocTb — C HUMH OH MO3HaKO-
MHJCS eliie BO BpeMs obyyenusi, — onHaxko Kaiin naxe
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npefACTaBUTb cebGe. HE MOr, YTO 3HaYWUT HEHaBUOETb
yeJIOBeKa.

Tenepb Xe OH 3TO YyBCTBOBAI.

My>X4MHa, CTOSIBLUMII Ha MPOTUBOMOJIOXHON! CTO-
poHe KOMHATbl, MbITAJICS HE NMPOCTO YOUTH ero. MMeH-
Ho no Muiocty CroyHa Kaitn nouesn Ha camoe cTpali-
HOe TpecTyrjeHue, KakKoe TOJIbKO MOXET COBEpLUHTH
Mera-BOMH.

Ha nonio cekynanl B Kaitsie BCIIBIXHYJIO OrpOMHOE
xenanue cxBaTuTh CTOyYHa M Pa3MO3XHUTh €My TOJIOBY.
K cyacTblo, 3TOT MOpbIB ObUI TaKMM KpPaTKOBPEMEH-
HbIM, yTO Kaitn ycnen ycrmoKOMTbCS M B3ATh ceOs B
PYKM, Npexie YeM 3MOLMM 3axXJIECTHYJH €ro.

OueBHIHO, Mera-BOMHBI OLLYTHUIIM, 4TO C MUIEHHHM-
KOM MIPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO HejlafHOe, MO3TOMY OBICTPO
NMPUHSAU 60eBYI0 CTOMKY M CXBaTWJIMCh 3a OpYXMe.

— Bce B nopsinke, — yctajno yneiOHyncs Kain. —
Sl... 1 HUYero eMy He cheialo.

Mera-BoMHBI HEMHOrO pacciaGUIUCh, 3Hasl, 4TO
OoH He JokeT. [IpaBna, Gosbilie BCSIKUX CJIOB UX yoenu-
Jla peakuus ero tejna. TeM He MeHee OHH IPOAOJDKa-
JI¥ BHMMaTeJbHO Hab/iogaTh 3a HUM, rOTOBBie B JIIO-
6yio MUHYTy, cayuuch Kaitny norepste Ham coboit
KOHTPOJIb, OPDOCUTBCA Ha HEro.

— HememneHHo yseaute ero! — norpe6osan CToyH.

— He Hago, — crniokoiiHo Bo3pasun Kaiin. — A B
HOpMe.

— 51 He moBepsl0 eMy, — NPOHOJDKaJ HacTauBaTh
CroyH. — OH xoTen GpPOCHUTbCA Ha MEHS, a ONHAXIbI
YX€ OCAYLUAICS MOEro npwkasa.

IMpucransHo nmocMorpeB Ha CroyHa, Kaitn nepesen
BOTNPOCHUTENBHBIN B3MJISA Ha HHCMEKTOpAa, KOTOPhIil CTO-
SUl pooM c rnpaBuTesneM. KpouleyHass yepHO-KpacHas
TaTyMpOBKa Hajl NpaBbIM IJ1a30M CBHUIETENLCTBOBANA O
ero 6ojiee BHICOKOM paHre.
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— BBl DOMXHBI HeMeUIEHHO yOpaTh OTCIOAa 3TOro
Mera-BovHa! — BU3MIMBO 3akpuyail CTOYH.

— 3amonuute! — paspaicss BAPYr XOJIONHBIA Me-
TaJUIMYECKHU# rojioc MHcrnekTopa. brarogaps MMmaaH-
THMPOBAaHHOMY B €0 ropjio KPOXOTHOMY KOMMBIOTEDY-
nepeBOJYMKY TOJIOC MypaBbss CTAaHOBWJICS MOHSTEH
JoasM. — Hukakoit onacHoCTH HeT, — CMOKOHHO TNpo-
JI0/DKaJ1 UHCNEKTOp. — 3ajloXXeHHasi MporpaMMa He IMos3-
BOJIUT €My HamacTb Ha Bac. Pa3yMmeertcs, ecniu He noc-
JielyeT onpenesieHHBbIH TMpUKas.

CTOyH HeNOBEpYMBO B3MISAHYJ1 Ha THUTAaHTCKOroO
6enoro MypaBbsi, MOJIYa KHMBHYJ M, HEe CKpbIBas 3JI0-
6bI, HEMHOI'O OTOABMHYJICA Ha3al.

" WHcnektop oTBepHysicsA. Ero xonoaHble riasa
BHOBb OCTaHOBWJHMCH Ha Kaiine, cJIoBHO nbiTasick Npo-
HHUKHYTBH eMy npsiMo B ayuy. Kaitn nouyBcTBOBan cebs
HeyloTHo. IIpexne oH HMKOraa He MCNMBITHIBAI CTpaxa
nepen 3TUMH CO3JaHUSAMM, HO ceifyac, Haxomsch OT
HHUX B HENOCpeJCTBEHHOM 6ausoctH, Kaitn sapyr oury-
TN 6Ge30TYETHHIM yXac M HernpHsi3Hb. [la, OH H3Me-
HWICA M MPOIOJLKAI MEHSThCA Bce Oosibluie M Goble.

— Tebe M3BECTHO IJIaBHOE M €OUHCTBEHHOE MNpa-
BMJIO BOMHa TBOEro kjacca? — Hayajl MHCHEKTOp.

Kaitsn kuBHYJ.

— BceM Mera-BoMHaM cTpoxaiillie 3anpelieHo oc-
TaBaThcsl Ha lllajie mocjie OKOHYaHUSA MOATOTOBKM MU
KOra-nu60 BHOBb BO3BpallaThCs ClOJA.

— Torna moyeMy Xe Thl 31eCh? — XOJIOAHO CIMpO-
CHJI MHCNEKTOpP.

— DTO TPOM3OLLIO HEe MO MOEii* BoJe.

— Th xouelib cKa3aTb, YTO 3TO NPOCTO HeECYacT-
HBI cnyyai?

— Her, — HemHoro nokosne6aBLUIKCh, NMPOU3HEC
Kaitn. )

— Kak Xe 310 npousouuio?
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Kaiin HeckonbKo pacTepsuics. Pasymeercs, nHcnek-
Topa yxe GecenoBaiu co CroyHoMm. Ho rme rapaHTtus
TOrO, YTO TOT CKa3aJl UM TpaBay? DTa MbICAb NMOKa3a-
nace Kaitny Takoit nmpocToif, YTO OH HEBOJIBHO YJIBIG-
HYJICSI: BOT M OTBET Ha BCE €ro 3arnyTaHHble BOMpPOCHL...

— INlouemy Tbl He OTBeyaelb? — CMPOCHJI MHCIEK-
TOp.

— HagepHoe, He MOXeET MOAbICKAaTb HHYero 6o-
Jiee-MeHee MpaBaONoOnO6HOro, — OOBUHAIOLIUM Xec-
ToM yKa3sbiBass Ha Kaiina, 3agssun CroyH. — la o uem
¢ HMM BooOlle pa3roBapuBaTh?! OOHO JIHILUb €ro NMpH-
CYTCTBHE NOKa3bIBa€T, YTO OH HEUCIIpaBeH. YHHUUYTOXb-
Te 3TOro Mera-BOMHA, NMOKa OH He HaTBOPWI HUYEro
6osiee cTpalHoro!

— 3aMonuuTte, npaButesb CTOyH! — rojsoc MHCMEK-
Topa 3By4YaJl Cepbe3HO, BECKO M Jaxe — KakK MNoKa3sa-
sock Kaiiny — HeMHoOro yrpoxarolle.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi UHcIeKTOp 6€30 BCSIKOTO BbIpa-
XeHUs cMoTpen Ha CroyHa, 3aTeM OBICTPO OTBep-
HYJICSl W, COeJiaB OBYMSI M3 4YeThbIpeX CBOUX KOHeY-
HOCTE#l NMOBeJIMTEJIbHOE ABUXEHHE, BHOBb obpaTwmiics
Kk Kaitny:

— Hrak?..

— MeHsa Gpocu B TpaHCMHUTTep npaButenb Cro-
YH, — oTBeTHa Kaiun.

— 3T0 Henpasaa! — 3akpuyasn CtoyH. — OH jxeT!

— Ilouemy xe mnpasutenb CToyH caenan 310? —
TPONOJKaJl JOTMPOC MHCIEKTOp, He obpailfas BHHMa-
HHMA Ha nportecTbl CTOyHa.

— He 3Haio, — npousHec Kaitn. — Bo3MOXHO, OH
XOTeJl TaKuM 0Opa3oM M36aBUTHCA OT MEHS.

CtoyH yXe cobupaincs BHOBb pa3pa3UTbCS THEB-
HBIMHU BOIUIAMHM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 MHCIEKTOP 3aCTaBWJI
€ro 3amMoJiyaTh paspaXeHHBIM ABIXKEHHEM KOHEYHOC-
Teif.
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— OG6DBACHUTE, KaK Bbl NPUUUIH K MOAOGHOMY YMO-
3aKJIIOYEHHUIO, — TOMPOCHUJI OH.

— MHe noKa3aJuCb CTpaHHBLIMM OMpeAejieHHbIE
HecooTBeTCcTBMA, — Hayan Kain. — INpasutens CToyH
BelleT cebsi HECKOJIbKO WHaye, YyeM clieNyeT YeNOBEKY
MpHU ero MoJIoXXeHUN. MHe KaXeTcss, OH MCHOJb3YeT
BJIACTb B JIMYHBIX LIENISIX, MbITasiCb AJOOUTHCA BHIFOA B
yuep6 cTosiiei nepes HUM 3ajave.

— BT0 nMpocTo cMmeliHo, — 3asaBWI CTOYH.

OOHaKo MHCIMEKTOp M Ha 3TOT pa3 NMPOUTHOPUPO-
B ero 3ameyaHue, caejas Kaiily 3HaK nponoimxarb.

— Moe 3aaHue 3aKJIIOYaJIOCh B TOM, YTOOBI CXBa-
TUTb KanuTtaHa Yeputu Jledpa v ee CNyTHHUKOB, a eCliU
9TO OKaXeTCsi HEBO3MOXHO, YHUYTOXHUTH UX. Boinosn-
HSA €ro, A CTONKHYJICSI C HEOXHIAHHBIMU TPYAHOCTS-
MU. B yacTHocTH, XeHlMHa no umenu Yeputu Jleiipa,
ponMBLIasiCs Ha 3TOi Xe IJIaHeTe, 0Ka3ajlaChb ropaszo
onacHee, YeM yTBepxaan npaButeb CTOYH.

— JTa yacTh MUCTODUH HaM YyXe HU3BECTHa, — rmepe-
OMN MHCMEKTOP. — A YTO MPOU30LUIO HEMOCPEACTBEHHO
Ha llait-Taane?

— MeHs obcTpessuii Boiicka npaButens CToyHa, —
otBeTun Kaiin.

— Ero mpocto npuHsAAM 3a HapywiuTess [paHU-
Ubl, — nomnsitajica 3awmiareesi CroyH. — CornlacHO
TIpUKa3y, HaJJIeXXUT yOUBaTh BCAKOro, KTO MPOHMKHET
Ha 1llajt 6e3 cieuMaibHBIX MoJiHOMouuit. Tak yto 3To
yXe He MOSi BUHA.

Y Kaitna BOPYr MYYMTENBHO 3alllEMMWJIO CEpPALE.
Hwuyero He moHMMas, oH cMmoTpen Ha CroyHa. Teneps
Bce coMHeHHs oTnanu: CroyH jran. To, 4TO paHblle
6bUI0 IMHIL POGKUM NPEATIONOXEHHEM, Tenepb MNo-
HocTblo moaTBepamiiock. Conmatel Ha Illaji-TaaHe
BOBCE HE OIIMOGIMCh, OHW OTKPBbUIM OFOHb MO CHELM-
anbHOMY npukasy CroyHa.
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— Tem He MeHee MHe yNajoch CXBaTMTh KalMTaHa
Yepurn Jleitpn, — npomonxan Kaitn. — Ecau 6bl He
BMELIATENLCTBO coagat CTOyHa, C KOTOPbBIMH MHe
NpHUUIOCL BCTYNUTb B 60, YepUTH M ee CNYTHHUKHU
He cMornu 61 ckpbiTbesi. [Ipomonxkast BHIMQIHATb 3a-
JaHWE, s BOCIIOJIb3OBAICS TOM XXE€ TPAaHCMUTTEPHOM
CBA3bIO, JaXe He 3Hasi, Ha KakKOil KOHEYHBIH MyHKT
cokycupoBaH TpaHCMMTTED.

— Tlouemy conparsl Hanmanu Ha Kaiina? — obpa-
THAC K CTOYHY WHCIEKTOP. _

— 51 yxe obbsACHWI, — YNPSAMO TNOXaJl IUIeYaMH rpa-
BUTeNb. — OQYEBHIHO, OHU NMPHUHSUIM €ro 3a BTOPXEHLIA.

— Ha opexne Mera-BovHa ecTb ONO3HaBaTe/bHbIN
CUTHaJI, — BMEILIAJICS B pa3roBOp BTOPOW MHCIIEKTOP.

— BO3MOXHO, OH ObLJI MOBPEXAEH, — MOYTH C He-
HaBHUCTbIO B3MJISTHYB Ha Hero, nmpoMsamaua CTOyH. —
OuytuBlunch Ha lait-TaaHe, 3TOT po6OT 661 CKOpee
MepTB, UEM XHUB, a €ro KOCTIOM OKa3ajicsi pa3opBaH .B
kioubsi. Cynst no BceMy, CUTHaJl MPOCTO He cpaboTtai.

— OpHakoO ero KOCTIOM BBITJISSAMT He TaKUM YyX
NMOBpEeXAEHHbIM, — CHOBa BO3pa3uJl MHCIEKTOP.

— TlpoxnsaTse!.. Bbl BeaAb He XyXe MeEHs 3HaeTe,
YTO 3TH IITYKHM BOCCTaHaBJIMBAIOTCS TaK Xe ObICTPO,
KaKk M 3TH... TBapH, — pa3apaXeHHo 3aopaj CTOyH,
yka3piBasgd Ha. Kaityia., — YX He 3Ham, 4YyTOo TaM MNpo-’
M30LJIO, HO BOPBaBLIMCH B 381, OH OTKPbUI G€ElleHYIO
cTpenbby, cMeTasi 6yKBaJIbHO Bce Ha CBOeM NyTH. MHe
M caMOMy TOrza yrpoxasja ONacHOCTb.

Ha 3ToT pa3 MHCNeKTOp ropasfio 4oJjblle CMOTpen
Ha CroyHa. Ero nmokpeiTasgs XHTHUHOBBIM NaHLHPEM
¢M3UOHOMUSA MNO-TIpEXHEMY OCTaBajiaCh HENpOHHULiae-
Moit, Ho Kaitn Mor 66l MOKJISACTHCS, YTO OTHBIHE MH-
CIIEKTOp He BEPHUT HH eauHOMy moBomy CroyHa. He
CKa3aB HM CJI0Ba, OH BHOBb obpatwics K Kaitny, nos-
TOPHUB MNMPEXHHUN BOINPOCHTEIBHBINA XECT.
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— ¥YBUIOEB, Ha KaKOW KOHEYHBbI MYHKT HacTpOEH
TPaHCMUTTEp, — MPOAONXaN paccka3biBaTh Kaitn, — 1
TOTHac NMpekpaTun npecinegoBaHue. OQHaKoO NpaBHUTENb
CtoyH noTpe6GoBan 3aBepliUTh onepauuto. S npuHsn-
csl OOBACHATb €My, YTO 3TO MPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO.

— U Torpa?..

— Toraa OoH TOJNKHYJI MEHSI B TPAHCMUTTEp, — CKasal
Kajin. — 51 GbU1 TsXeNo paHeH, OYeHb MOTPSICEH BCEM
TIPOMCXOOSIIUMM U OKa3ajlcsi GeccwieH nomewaTtb eMy.

— 3ro Henpasaa! — pasgpaxeHHo 3aBonui Cro-
YH. — S mpocTo XOTeJ MOMOYb EMY, HO OH CHOTKHYJI-
csl H...

— [To nmpuGHITUM cloda BBl YOUIM OBYX-cCOJOaT U
xpuuy, Kaitn, — npogomkan MHCIEKTOp, NMO-MpeXHe-
My He ofpallas HMKaKoro BHMMaHMsi Ha TPOTECThI
CroyHa. — IMouemy?

— Conpatsl NEpBLIMM Hamaiu Ha MeHs. S 6bin
BHIHYXAEH 3allMLIaTh CBOK XW3Hb. B cMepTH Xe
XpULbl S BHHOBAaT JIMIIL OTYACTU. Y3HAaB MEHS, OHa’
cama MOKOHYMJIa C COGOM.

— OpgHako MocJjie BCero -3Toro Bbl Mo3Boiuian Ge-
xaTb Yeputn Jleitpa u ee crryTHHKaM, — CypoOBO Ipo-
HU3HEC WHCHMEKTOp.

— Ja, 3T0 Tak, — HEMHOrO MOMOJIYaB, OTBETHI
Kaitn. — Ho st 6bU1 noTpsiceH... COBEpLIEHHO COUT C ToJ-
Ky, 1 6oblie He 3HaJl, YTO MHe HOenaTh. [lepBast U eqvH-
CTBEHHas 3amoBeflb OKa3ajlach HapyllleHa, U ... ... — OH
c otyassHueM mnocMotpen Ha CroyHa M [BYX OIPOMHBIX
GesibIX MypaBLeB M, 3alMHasiCh, elle pa3 No6aBWI:

— 51 61 MOTpSICEH...

— OH nxer! — cHoBa .3aBormi CtoyH. — Yept
noGepu, HeyXeJi Bbl He IIOHUMaeTe, 4TO KaXIoe CJIOBO
3TOro NnapHsA HacKBO3b JDKMBO! OH MOJIHOCTBIO BbILIEN
M3-NTOA KOHTPOJIsA W Gosyblile He MPUHAJIEXHUT HaM.
OTOT Mera-BOMH NEPEeMETHYJCH Ha Mx cTtopoHy! He-
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MelUIEHHO YHMYTOXbTE €ro, MHaue OH BCEX Hac OT-
NpaBUT Ha TOT cBeT!

O6a uHCNeKTOopa CTOSJIM, HE MPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA,
a Kaitn Bapyr ouuyTun HOBbIM npuanB rHeBa. OH Brep-
Bble OOpaTHUJI BHUMaHHe Ha TO, 4To CTOYH roBOpUT O
HeM, KaK O MalllMHe, O CYlLIecTBe, HayMCTO JIMILEH-
HOM pa3yMa W AYylIM, HO HE KaK O YeJIOBEKe.

«Bbl yenosek, Kaiul, — nono6Ho McKpe BAPYr-npo-
Hec/lMch B ero Mo3ry ciosa Yepwutn Jleitpn, — u Ha-
BCErJa OCTaHETECh YeJIOBEKOM, YTO Obl OHM C BaMH
HU chesanu».

— Tsl 3Haewb, YTO Thl Hagenajl, — HaKOHeL Mpo-
HU3HEC MHCIEKTOp Nocie NMPOAODKMTENbHON Nay3bl.

Kaitn xuBHYI.

— Te6e Henb3s GbUIO OCTaBaThes B XMBBIX. OqHa-
KO TBOW “MHCTHHKT BBIXXUBaHHMS TMOAABWJI BCE OCTalb-
Hble MHCTHHKTBI, U Thl Opocuiics- Ha congatr. Ho mno-
4eMy Thl He YOWJI ce6Gs mocne BCEro, YTo CIYYHIIOCH?

— S He 3Halo, — [OpOXalUUM TrOJIOCOM OTBETHII
Kaitn. — f... He 3HalO... YTO... YTO CO MHO¥ NMPOMCXO-
INT, — npobopMoTas OH C MYKOH B rojoce.

— OuyeBUIHO, UCITIOPTMJIACh TBOS CHCTEMa KOOp-
JMHALUH, — CKa3aJl MHCNEKTOp. — 3DTO YOHBHUTEINb-
HbIf M ITOKa €IVWHCTBEHHBbIA B CBOEM poJe Ciy4aii.
HaM HyXHO  HENMpeMEHHO HUCCIeNoBaTh €ro.

— BBl Bce Xe XOTHTE OCTaBUTb €ro B XHBbIX?! —
axHyn CtoyH. — Bbl couutn ¢ yma! Benp BB Xe mpe-
KpacHO 3HaeTe... Ha YTO OH croco6eH!

— Cy4Hnoch COBEPLIEHHO HEOOBSICHUMOE: Hapy-
lMiach MporpaMMa €ro peryisilii, — BECKO 3aMETHJ
HMHCINEKTOp. — MBI HO/DKHBI BBISSCHUTB, KaK 3TO MOT-
JIO TIPOM3OWTH.

— Ja yX, ecniu, KoHeuHo, Kaitn npegoctaBUT Ham
TaKyl0 BO3MOXHOCTb M y BaCc XBaTHT BPEMEHH Ha 3TO, —
3no6Ho npexynpeaun CTOyH.
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Pe3kuM XeCcToM MHCNEKTOp npuKa3sajl eMy 3aMoJi-
yaTb U CHOBa obpaTwiicsi K Mera-BOMHY:

— Mpmb obcnenyem Te6s, Kaitn. TBoss mporpamma
OyaeT TwaTeNbHO NpoBepeHa, a B cjyyae Heobxoau-
MoOCTH obHoBneHa. O TOM, UTO NMpPOMU3OLIIO C TOGOM,
pelieHye OyaeT NMPUHATO IMO3JHee, paBHO KakK M O
TBOei HanbHelluel cyannbe.

#* ¥ ¥

IMpowno nouytv ABagLATh MMHYT, MOKa, HaKOHel,
He nosiBuics bapnep. 3a ato Bpemss Yeputn u XKauH
HEONHOKPAaTHO MbITAIMCL BCE OOBACHHUTH OXpaHe, HO
MYXUYHHBI, Ka3aJloCb, HE XOTEJIU HHUYEero NOHUMATh.
Brnipouem, Koe B 4eM OHHU BCe-TakKM MOLUAU ei Ha-
BCTpeuy, OoTnpaBuB 3a CKagmepoM M OCTaIbHBIMHU TPH
MOTOLIMKJIa, KOTOpbIE YCNEeNH NpUBE3TH ee Apy3eit elle
[0 npubbiTusa Boxass CeoGomHoit 3oHbl. [lpyn atom
Ckapnepa, Hat u ['ypka rpy6o cTaluiu c CHUIOEHWUI,
noctaBuB psaaom ¢ Yeputn. [ypk Kopuusi 3106HBIE
rpUMachl U, He NepecTaBasi, pyrajcsi Ha pOJHOM S3bl-
ke; Ckagnep 1 HaT xpaHwm MonyaHue.

HakoHeu nosiBwics Bapnep. Ueputu noHsina 3to
C TepBOro B3Misda, elie A0 Toro, Kak >KaH mpouren-
Tan e Ha yxo ero umsa. Ha Bum emy 6buUio okono
copoka. Bapnep okasancs poctoM co Ckaanepa, HO C
MeHee pa3sBHUTON MycKynatypoil. Ero TeMHble BOJIOCHI
ObUIM KOPOTKO MOACTPMXXEHBbI, a Ha JIeBOH CTOpOHe
JIMLA BHAHENICS NTyGOKMil, [aBHO 3aTAHYBIUMICS 1LIpaM,
OCTaBJIEHHBI, BEPOATHO, JiydoM Jasepa. [Ipu xonn6e
Bapnep HeMHOTO TIPMBOJIAKMBAJT JIEBYIO HOTY.

HecMoTpsi Ha 3TH noBpexXneHusi, OH CJIIOBHO W3-
Jy4dan cuily M yBepeHHOCTh. 3aMeTuB YepuTH M Tpex
ee Apy3ei, CTOABIUUX B OKPYXEHHUH OBEHAILATH BO-
OpYXEHHBbIX OXPaHHHMKOB, Bapsiiep GLICTPO M HeEHOBO-
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JILHO TepefiepHyJ ry6aMu, 3aTeM B MOJIHOM MOJYaHUH
HanpaBUJICSi K HUM, CMEPUB [EBYLIKY C HOT [0 roJo-
Bbl IOJITMM HENpPUBETIMBLIM B3[JISAOM.

— Kro BbI, uepT nobepu? — HEOXHOAHHO MPOU3-
HeC OH Ha YMCTOM aHIJIMIACKOM S3bIKE, COBEpLUEHHO
6e3 akLeHTa.

Ckagnep xoten ObIJIO OTBETUTb, HO UeputHn BOpyr
warHyjaa B ctopoHy bBapnepa. Haxoauswuuiica 3a ero
CNIMHOM OXpaHHUK TYT Xe yrpoxalollue IOAHsUI Opy-
xue. [TosepHyB rosioBy, Bapnep Tak BBIpa3HTENbHO
MOCMOTpESl Ha HEro, YTO MYXYWMHa, MOYTH CMYTHUB-
LIKCh, CHOBA OMYCTHJI MHUCTOJIET.

— HWrak, — nosropun Bapnep, — KTO Bbl TaKHe H
KaK 3[1eCb OKa3aiuchb?

— Moe ums — Jleiipn, — ckasana Yeputu. — Kanu-
TaH Yeputu Jleitpa, kocmuueckuit ot CUIA. Bripo-
YyeM, BpSL JIM 3TO BaM O YEM-TO TOBOPHT, — €[iBa 3aMeT-
HO yJAbIOHYNMach OHa, 3aMeTMB U3ymieHue Baprnepa.

— [JloyeMy xe Bbl TaK B 3TOM YBEpeHbI, MHCC
Jlefipn, — B3mOXHYB, oTBeTH] (dpaHuy3. Ha pomio ce-
KYHABl Ha ero JIMLE TOSIBUNIOCh YTO-TO MOXOXee Ha
oropuyeHMue. — YX He 3Halo, KaKoe Yy Bac CJIOXHMIIOCH O
Hac MHEHHUe, HO GOIOCh, YUTO OHO HE COBCEM BepHOe.
Mbl BOoBce He rynubl U He OMKapu. MHe xopouio
M3BECTHO, YTO Takoe KocMmuueckuit ¢nor CIIA. {1
Jaxe 3Hal, — MPONOJDKWI OH MOCJie MaJIeHbKONH MHO-
FO3HAYMTENIBHON May3bl, — YTO BOT YXe€ IUECTbAECAT
JIET KaK OH He CYUIEeCTBYET.

— Ha, 3T0 TaKk, — OCTOPOXHO comacunach Yepu-
TH. — OOHaKo MHe KaKMM-TO 06pa3oM ydajlioChb CO-
XpaHUThCS.

B rnasax Bapnepa BCIbIXHYJ THEBHBI OrOHeK.

— IlepecTtaHbTe 60sTaTh EPYHAY, KanuTaH Jleipa, —
Benbina OoH. — KTo BeI, B KOHUE KOHUOB? U uTo 31O
3a cKa3Ka O TOM, KaK JKaH BCTpPEeTHJ Bac B JDKYHIJISX?.
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— B aByx cinoBax Bce He OOBSCHHILIBL, — OTBETHIA
Yeputn. — 3BT10,.. — OHa NMoOMoJIYana, — 3TO AOBOJIbHO
IUIMHHAsT MCTODHSI.

— Y Hac MHOro BpeMeHH, — yxmbuUlbHyncsi Bap-
nep. — K ToMy Xe 51 OueHb TeprneJuBblii CyllaTelNb.

YepuTH TsXeNIO B3NOXHYJa, MOHUMasi, 4To et Oy-
JeT HeJlerko yboenutb xuteneit CBoboaHoit 30HBI B
TOM, YTO OHM JNEHCTBMTEJILHO Te, 3a Koro cebs Bbiaa-
1oT. KpoMe Toro, oHa HeMHoro pacrtepsjach OT TOrO,
yto Bapsep okasaics coBceM napyruM, uem Yeputu
cebe ero npeacrasisuia. OHa OykBaJbHO BCEH KOXeEH
BIPYT OLUYTH/Ia, HACKOJIbKO HEMPOYHO MX IOJIOXKEHHE.
HecMoTpst Ha To, yTo Bapnep npoussoawsn Breyatie-
HHE OOBOJILHO WHTEJUIMTEHTHOrO 4YeJIoBeKa, OH, Cyas
Mo BCceMy, He CTaHeT KojieGaTbCd HU OOHOM CEeKYHMIb
M Ge3 MpoMeJIeHNsl NPUKaXeT PacCTpesiaTh He3BaHBIX
rocTeif, eciii TOJNbKO YCOMHMTCS B MCKPEHHOCTH ee
OTBETOB.

— Xopowo, — corlacunach AeBymika. — Hrak,
MeHs1 30ByT Yeputu Jleitpa. Ponunach s B...
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‘EMy ObIJIO CTpallHO U OYEHBb XOTEJIOCh K MaTepH,
XOTENOCh BHOBb OLUYTHUTb €€ TerJIo, YCABbIIIATh HEXHbIH
rojioc, NMOYyBCTBOBaTh POAHOM 3amax ee Tenaa... Bmec-
To 3Toro Kaiin Haxoguscsi B KAKOM-TO NPOCTPaHCTBe,
OKPY>X€HHbI XONMOAHbLIMU NMOOGJIECKUBAIOILIUMHU NMPHOO-
paMM, Ha3dHayeHHE KOTOPbIX OH COBEPLUEHHO HE IMOo-
HUMaJ1. DTOT MHUp OBIN TOJIOH CTPaHHBIX OTPOMHBIX
cywects. OHM CMOTpE/IM Ha HEro CBETAIUMMMCS Ia-
3aMM M MHOTIA AOTParMBaJIMCh CBOUMM OCTPBIMHU KOT-
TAMM, NpUYMHAS eMy 6Gonb. Kakoe-to Bpems Kaiin
TPOMKO KpHuaJl, OIHAaKO HHUKTO He obpailajl Ha 3TO
BHMMaHMs. B KOHLIE KOHIIOB €ro KpuK NpeBpaTilics B
HCTOWIHKIA BOIJIL M pe3ko 3amep. Kain BApyr oka-
3aJiCsl B MSITKO#A IMOCTeNH, ropa3fio Msrye Toi, K KOTo-
poit npuBbiK. EMy 6bUTO nBa roja...

C HactyruteHHeM Beuepa Kaiin cHoBa 3amiakain.
Ha 3ToT pa3 Ha ero Nnpu3siB KTO-TO OTKJIMKHYICA. OH
ycnbllad TAXeNble llapKaloliye liaru 4 ToTyac Haj
KPOBaTbhI0 CKJIOHWIOCH KaKoe-TO YXacCHOE€ CYILUECTBO,
He CBOIS C HEero CTpaHHBIX [Jia3, CJIOBHO COCTOSILUMX
M3 THICSIYU MaJIEHbKHUX CTEKJITHHBIX OCKOJIKOB.

Bun cymecrsa ucnyran Kaiina: ‘Gonsiioe, TBep-
oe, ¢ 4eThIpbMS pykaMu M 6e3 nuua... Korna uyno-
BMlIe CTAJIO BBIHMMaTh ero U3 Kojbibeau, Kaitn npu-
HSAJICS SIDOCTHO OTOMBATbCSI, M30 BCEX CHJ MOJOTH
PyKaMM ¥ HOraMHM 10 TOHKHM KOHEYHOCTSIM, HO TILET-
Ho. CymectBo nonoxwro Kaiia Ha cron, 3aTeM, Kpern-
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KO yAepXwuBasl AByMsl NepeaHUMU KOHEUHOCTSIMH, UTO-
Obl OH He BBIPBIBAICA, C ABYMS APYTMMH Hauano 4To-
TO JejlaTh C €ro TeJIOM, NMPUYMHSAS NMPHU 3TOM HEBBIHO-
cuMmylo Gonb. Kaiiyn HampbiBaJicsi OT KpHKa Tak, 4TO B
ropje MeplIWIO M CagHWIO, U OTYassHHO COINMPOTHB-
JISICA, NbITasChb BLIPBAaTbCA M3 CXXHMMaBLUMX €ro LLyna-
Jien.

TeMm He MeHee yepHoe uynoBMlue 3acTaBwio Kaii-
Jia OTKPBbITh POT M MPOMJIOTUTb KaKyl-TO ropbKOBa-
Ty10 XUAKoCcTb. OH 3aKaluIsUICsl, MOAABUJICH, €ro 4yTh
HE BbIPBaJIO; NMPHU 3TOM HEMHOTO XHMAKOCTH BBUIWIOCH
oOpaTtHo, HO GoJsibllas ee YacTb BCE-TaKW Morajna emy
B Xemynok. Cnycta MrHoBenue ¢ KaitsioM crano nmpo-
HWCXOOMTb YTO-TO CTPaHHOE: MO BCEMY TeJly BAPYr pa3-
JIWICA HeOBIBAIBIA NMOKOI, MU UM OBJafesio CTpaHHOe
oulyuieHne Terina M cuwibl. Kaiin eume Hukorma He
WCMBITBIBAJ HUYEro nopob6Horo. Bmecte ¢ 3TUM npu-
1710 TIOJIHOE OlLleNeHeHWe MBIC/E, BCe CTalo eMy
6e3pasznnuHo. Kaitn noHuWMan, rae HaxoauTcs, 3Hai,
YTO ero oTo6pajiu y MaTepu U OTHAIH YEPHOMY YYyIO-
BMILY, OOHAaKO 3TO G6oJiblle He TPEBOXHJIO; y HEro
NPOCTO HE OCTAIOCh CHJ comnpoTusATees. Kaitn ne-
pecTajl KpM4yaTh, 3aKpbUl IVla3da U yepe3 HECKOJIbKO
CeKYH]I NOrpy3wicsi B COH.

HUMeHHO ¢ 3Toit Houm Kaitn Hayan BMAETH CHBI...

OTKpbIB IVIa3da, OH XajJoOHO 3acToHal OT GoaM.
OpHako 31O OBUIO HE PHU3NYECKOe CTpafaHMe, a 60b,
CKOHLIEHTPHPOBaHHAasl B .[JyGMHaX ero AyllH, KOTO-
pYIO HE MOIJIM CMSAMIMTb HH TabJIeTKH, HU KOppeK-
ums. B Ty xe MuHyTy Ha Kaijina oOpywiwics uenbii
pojornaa BocrmoMHHaHuil. Tenepy Kain 3Han, KTo OH

TaKoi M YTO OHHU C HUM CHEJaJIH. '

— TIlpockinaercsi.
Kaiin noyyBcTBOBaJI, KaK ero pyKy cxBaTwia TBep-
nasi xoJooHass KOHEYHOCTh HAaceKOMOro, a B ITJIeYo
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BNwiach TOHKass uMmMia. CeKyHOa — M MO BeHaM 3a-
cTpyuaach oGXuralolle-ropsiyasi Xuakoctb. Kain HH-
CTUHKTUBHO MNOMbBITAJICS CTHMYJIUPOBaTb OGMOXMMHIO
Tena, YToObl OMpeaeuTh COCTaB MEAMKaMeHTa U Moc-
TapaTbCsi HEHTpain3oBaTh ero, Ho He cMor. [Ipenapat
okasaicsi ropasfgo cuibHee. [lomaB B KpPOBEHOCHYIO
CHUCTEMY, OH JIETKO NpeonoJies 3allUTHbIE CHUIbl opra-
HM3Ma M yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKyHH NMPUHHUK B Mo3r. B
rnasax Kaiia Bce MOMyTHMJIOCH, OKpYyXaloulde mnpej-
MeThl MOTepsUIM YeTKHe ouepTaHUs. BMmecTo uHcnek-
TOpOB OH YBUOeNn ABa 6Gec)OpMEeHHBIX TNPUBHUIAEHMS,
MeXIy KOTOPbIMM Masituuia Ybs-TO MasieHbKasi TeHb.

— 3aueM BbI 3TO AejlaeTe? — CJIOBHO M3[ajieKa yc-
aviwan Kain ronoc CroyHa.

OH YyBCTBOBaJl, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK MMEET K HEMY
ocoboe OTHOlIeHHWE, U HEHaBUAE ero Tak, KaKk HMKO-
ro ¥ HUKOIJA B CBOEH XH3HH.

— Kaitn momxeH Bce BCIOMHHTD.

310 6BL1 yXe coBceM Hpyroil ronoc. B Hem sB-
CTBEHHO 3ByuYalM MeTa/IMuecKHue HOTKH, KaK OyaTo
roBopuJia MalllHHa, @ He XXUBOE CYLIECTBO.

— MbI ob6s13aTesIbHO AOJKHBI HAaWTH TOT MOMEHT,
KOrjja B CHCTEMY KOPPEKTMPOBKHM BKpajlach OLUHOKa.
Tonbko TakHUM CrocoGOM MBI CMOXEM €€ YCTPaHMTb.
OvyeBuaHoO, NpuaeTcs JIMOO KOoe-4To 3aMEHHUTb B CHUC-
TeMe, TM60 YHUUYTOXHUTH ee. Kcratv, Tenepb Mbl yxe
GyneM 3HaTh, Kak AeiCTBOBaTb, €CIM NMoAo6HOe Mpo-
HU30iIeT ¢ KeM-HUOyAp elle U3 Mera-BOMHOB. '

HeoxupanHo Kaiija oxBaTHJIO CTpaHHOE oLere-
HeHue. HescHble TeHHM OKOHYaTeJNbHO pPacCIJIbUIMCh
nepea [jiazaMH; ociabeBlIUit Mo3r 6osibile HE MoOr
ycBauBaTh MH(popmaumio. Bece crano mis Kaiina Hepe-
AbHBIM U 6e3pa3TuyHbIM.

OH MenJIeHHO 3aKpbUl I1a3a. EMy cHoBa 6bu1o ABa
roja.
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— W BB XOTHUTE, YTOOBI s IMOBEPHJ BO BCIO 3TY
HCcTOpMIO? — MOKayuBas rojioBoii, ynbiGHYyAcs baprnep.

OH cTOsi, HEGPEXHO ONMpAsICh Ha OOMH M3 MO-
TOKapoB, U HENMPOWM3BOJILHBLIM JIBHUXEHUEM PYKU MO-
THpaN OOOXOKEHHYIO KOXY Ha jieBoM Bucke. Hecmort-
psl Ha ero AOBOJIbHO CUMMATUYHOE JIMLIO U CTIOKOMHBII
B3LAN TMPHILYPEHHBIX M1a3, YepUTH HU CEKYHIObl He
COMHEBaJIachb B TOM, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK MOT NpelacTaB-
JIATb I8 HUX OOJIBLIYI0 OMacHOCTb.

— HTak, BB yTBepXaaeTe, UYTO BMIENM HallleCT-
BHE, UTO TMOCJIEIHHE MATHAECAT JIET MPOBENU B XOJO-
IUJIBHOW KaMepe B COCTOSIHHM [JyOOKOro CHa, 4TO
MOTOM NPOCHYJIUCh H, pa3yMeeTcsi, Ha4yajli OCBOGOX-
JaTh 3eMJIl0- OT THpaHUM 3axBaTuMKoB? Ho nouemy
Bbl HU CJIOBOM He OOMOJIBUJIMCH O TOM, KaKUM oOpa-
30M BaM YAaJOCh 3aBOE€BaTh JOBEpHUE OXOTHHKa?

— 3TOro s cama He 3Hal0, — NMpHu3Halach Yepuru. —
A1 He MOHMMalO, MOYEMy OH TO3BOJIWI HaM YHTH.

— Xopouio, — ellie pa3 Nokayap rOJIOBOH, MpPOU3-
Hec Bapnep. — JonyctuM, KanuTtaH Jleipa, Bbl cKa3a-
JU TpaBOy. A Temepb NOMNBITATECh BCTaTb Ha Moe
MECTO H OTKPOBEHHO CKaXHTe: ITOBEPWIMN GBI Bbl MHE,
ecnu Obl g nMoBegan BaM HeyTo NopoGHoe.

Yeputn oropyeHHo B3loxHysa. OHa npensuaena
3ToT Bompoc M OGosutach ero. HaBepHoe, Ha MecTe
Ckanaepa oHa Besla 6bl ceb6s1 TOUHO TakK Xe.

— B TakoM ciyyae yero, yepT BO3bMH, Bbl HOGH-
BaeTeCh OT Hac? — B3opBaJicsl B KOHLle KOHLOB Ckan-
nep. — MoOXeT,-BaM MpeAbsBUTb YAOCTOBEPEHHE JIMY-
HocTH, 3aBepeHHOe CTOYHOM B TOM, 4YTO s — MOpOH?!

INManbubl bapnepa NpHUHSUIMCH BBLICTYKHBAaTh 4ac-
Tylo po6b Ha 3anpaBoYyHOM 6ake MOTOLMKIA, K KO-
TOPOMY OH TNPHCJIOHHUJICS.
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— MHe He u3BecTHO, KTO Tako¥ CTOYH, — Npou3-
HeC OH, s Ha MHAeila OTCYTCTBYIOIUIMM B3IJIsi-
noM. — Ho s 3Ha1o onHO: TO, YTO BBI 3[eCh paccKasa-
JIU, 3BYUMUT NOBOJIBHO HEMpaBAONoOAoOHO.

— Ho Bce nmpou3owyio HMEHHO Tak, — BCTyNMWwia B
pasroBop HasT. — Cnpocute y 2KaHa, OH Obi1 ¢ HaMH.
Mpl Haxoouauch OyKBaJIbLHO Ha BOJIOCOK OT CMEpTH.
Ewe HeMHOro — ¥ MypaBbU MPUKOHYHMIIM Obl BCeX Hac.

— 51 He cCOMHEBalOCb B TOM, 4YTO OHM — BallK
Bparu, — CrokoitHo Bo3pa3ui Bapnep. — OgHako Baluu
Bparu He 0653aTeJIbHO JOJIXHBI ObITh HalIMMH ApY3b-
ssMyu. KpoMe TOoro, — HeMHOTrO MOBLICUB roJjioc, NMpo-
Jlo/Xajl OH, — MEHsl HacTopaxuBaeT caM ¢akT Balle-
ro criaceHus.

— OueBuaHO, BaM OBl GoJibllie MPULLJIOCH MO Ayllie,
ecnu 6B OHM Hac paccrpensiin? — sIIOBUTHIM TOHOM
MouHTepecoBaiach HaT.

— 51 xuBy 30ech yxe 60oJblle cOpoKa JieT, — OTBe-
TUN Bapiep, — MHe Jgaxe ynajoch COOCTBEHHbIMHU pYy-
KaMH MPUKOHYUTb HECKOJIBKO 3TUX TBapei. OnHako s
ele HUKOrIa He CJbILUall, YToOGbl KTO-TO ‘CMOI Ylie-
JIeTh MOcjie aTaku IUIaHeEpa, He TOBOPS YXE O TOM,
YTOOBI YHUUTOXHUTB €ro.

— Ho 3To caenany He Mbl, — elle pa3 MOBTOpHJIA
Yeputn. — InaHep YHHUYTOXMI TaHK.

IMocne atux cnos Bapnep Monya nmocMmoTpen Ha
XaHa JOATMM, MONHBLIM yNpeKa B3DIAAOM. TojbKO
Ternepb YepuUTH OKOHYATENbHO YOEAWIAaCh, YTO O CHUX
nop Hukto B CBoGoaHON 30He, NEHCTBHUTENILHO, HU-
4ero He 3HaJl O CYLIECTBOBaHHM «Jleonapaa», moTomy
yto XKaH B TeUeHHe MHOTMX JIET CKpPBIBAI OT BCEX
CBOIO HaXonKy.

Mexny TeM bBapnep mopyuun AOBYyM MyX4YHHaM
OTNPaBUTLCS Ha OCTPOB, YTOGBI OCMOTPETb KpEnocTb
2’KaHa, u cHoBa obpatmicsi K Yepuru.
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— HJonycTuM, 3TOT TaHK CYLUECTBYyeT Ha CaMOM
nene. B TakoM cnyyae OGBSACHUTE .MHE TOJBKO OOHO:
TMIaHepbl BeAyT NMaTpPyJIUPOBaHHME PEKU MOYTH Herpe-
PBIBHO, W Bbl, pa3yMeeTCs, NaleKO He MepBbie, KTO
noapeprcs ero HanageHuio. Ecau 3Ta 1ITyKa aBTOMa-
TUYECKHU pearupyeT, KaK TOJbKO XHW3HM 4YejloBeKa yr-
POXaeT OMacHOCTb, MOYEMY XE OHa He BBLICTpeJuJia
HHU pa3y B TeuyeHHe NATHIECATH JieT?

Yepuru 3agymaniacb. Heckonbko yacoB Ha3saa, CTOs
BMecTe ¢ 2KaHOM BO BHYTpeHHeM oTceke «Jleomapaay,
oHa cama 3afania cebe TOT Xe BOMpOC, yXXe TOraa CMyT-
HO NpeauYyBCTBYSl OTBET.

— MHe KaxeTcsi, OH 3allMILaj]l He BCeX, MOXOXe,
TaHK... TaHK 3alUMLIA] TOAbKO MEHS.

bposu Bapnepa M3yMJIeHHO MOIMOJ3JU BBEPX.

— IloHuMalo, — HACMEULIJIMBO TMPOTSHYJ OH. —
OuyeBUAHO, B SAEKTPOHHbIM MO3r TaHKa 3aJI0XeHa Clie-
LMaJbHass NporpaMmMa MO CHACEHHWIO BOCHBMMIAECSTH-
JIETHUX acTpoHaBTOB. OCOOEHHO TeX M3 HUX, KOTOpbhIe
CMOIJIM COXPaHMTBCS TaK X€ XOpOLUO, KakK Bbl.

— Her, — ronoc Yeputn mnpo3Byyas CNOKOIHO H
ctporo. — Bbl HHYero He noHsiau. Jeno B ToM, 4TO y
MEHsI eCTb OfHa Bellb. ’

C stuMu cnoBaMu YepuTH paccTerHysa JiBe Bepx-
HHe KHOMKH KYPTKH M CHSJIa C LeU TOHKYIO, HO O4YeHb
NMPOYHYIO LIEMOYKY C BUCEBLUIMM Ha Hell OpenkoM, —
3HaK ee JIMYHOM MIEHTH(HUKaLMH.

— BnpoueM, BaM OH Bpsif JIM NMPUrOAUTCS, — NPO-
roBOpwIa oHa, 6bICTpO yOupasi 6penoK Ha3aa, roTomy
yTOo (ppaHUy3 MNOMNBITAICA BbIXBaTUTh ero. — [loxa-
JIyACTa, He CrpaluyBaiiTe MeHs, KaK OH (PYHKLUHOHHU-
pyeT. Mory cka3aTb TOJIbLKO OQHO: KaXIbli 3HaK Ha-
CTpPOEH Ha BOJIHY OMNpee/IECHHOIO YejioBeKa U JeHCTBYET
TOJILKO TOIAa, KOrJa ero HOCHT HeNOCpeACTBEHHBI
BraneseLl.
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— YpocToBepeHHe Kjiacca «A», — MHOTO3HaYHUTeb-
HO ckpvBua TyObl Bapnep.

— Tak BbI 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO Takoe?

— KoneuHo, — crokoitHo npousHec Bapnep. — 4
yXe KakK-TO roBopwa BaM, KanuTtaH Jleitpa, 4To MHe
TOXe KOe-4YTO U3BECTHO, — OH ONATb NMPHCIOHWICS K
MaliuMHe, msas MuUMo YepuTH Kyda-To B MYCTOTY,
3aTeM HeoXuZaHHo obparuics K JKany: — 3Hauwr,
Thl YXX€ AaBHO 3Halm o6 3TOM. TaHKe?..

— Jla, — YyTb CJBIIIHO OTBETUJI IOHOLLA.

— A TebGe HMKOTIa He MPUXOAMJIO B TOJIOBY MOMBI-
TaTbCs pa3obpaTbhCsl B cucteme ymnpasieHus? He mor
Xe Thbl TPOCTO TaK CHIAETh TaM 6e3 Aesa M CTaBMTh
paay 3TOro Ha KapTy CBOIO >KM3Hb.

JKaH cMyllIeHHO KHMBHYJI, CTapasiChb HEe BCTpeYaTb-
ca ¢ bapnepom B3mISHOM.

— Jla, MHe ymanochk Koe-uto. [lpaBna, coBcem He-
MHoOro. f... g BBISICHWI, KaK BKJIIOYaeTcsi IJIaBHBIA
KomrnbloTep. CucreMa BOOOILLE-TO 3aKOAMPOBaHa, HO
sl yBepeH, YTO CMOTy HalTH KOAOBoe cyioBo. S yxe
HayaJ noaAGupaTh BO3MOXHBIE KOMOWHALIMH.

— O!.. — pacxoxortanicss bapnep, ssBHO 3a6aBnsifich
HanBHOCTbI0O ’KaHa. — Heyxenu Tbl OyMaeuib, 4YTO
nepeGupasi, Kak IMKapb, pa3HEIe CJIOBa, CyMeelllb Hai-
TH KOOOBOE CJIOBO?

— A kaKk xe euwe?! — ynuBwics XaH.

— [Ma, nmedcTBUTENbHO, KakK Xe euie, — bapnep
fTOKayaJl roJIOBO M TMOYTH COYYBCTBEHHO MOCMOTpEN
Ha JKaHa, BceM CBOMM BMIOM BbIpaXas HeIOyMEHMeE
0 MOBOAY ero TynoctH. — Bolock, Tebe npuaercs mo-
MOTETh M OOBOJILHO AOJIro. A KakK Bbl AyMaeTe, Kamu--
TaH Jleipn, — o6patuncs Bapnep k YepuTtH, — cKoJb-
KO BpeMEHM eMy Obl moHano6mioch?

— TpyaHo cka3aTb HaBepHsiKa, — MOXaB IUleya-
MM oTBeTWia YepuTH, — HO paborass nmo OecsATh ya-
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COB €XEeHEBHO, IYMalo... JIET CTQ, CTO MATHAECAT, He
MeHblle. AN

XKaH npaxe no6neaHen, a bapnep ynbi6Hyncs U
BHOBb T10Ka3aJl Ha MaJIEHbKHUI 3HayokK W]I, KoTopbiit
Yeputy Bce elue AepXaja B pYyKe.

— BBl cuuTaeTe, YTO TAHK CpearMpoBajll BOT Ha 3T0?

— He 3Haw, — npusHanacr Yeputun. — OpgHako,
€CJIM BCE €ro CHCTEMbl HaxoNATCs B paboueM pexXuMe,
OH BIOJIHE MOXeT NPUHUMaTh CHUTHajlIbl U pearupo-
BaTh Ha HUX. [103TOMY KaK TOJIbKO 3JIEKTPOHHBI MO3T
TaHKa INpHILeN K BHIBOAY, YTO aTaka IUlaHepa yrpoxa-
eT Moeil XMU3HM, — YepUTH LIMPOKO pa3sBesa pyKa-
MH, — OH OTpearMpoBaJl COTJIaCHO NpeayCMOTPEHHOI
Ha nono6HbIi ciyyail 3a0XXeHHOH MporpamMMe.

— YnocTroBepeHHe KJlacca A IMOJy4YaloT TOJIBKO Te-
Hepansl HATO UM BbICOKOMOCTaBJIE€HHbIE YMHOBHUKH
OT TIpaBUTEJIbLCTBa, — 3aMeTus bBaprep.

— 51 3Haw.

OH BONPOCHUTENILHO B3IJISHYJI Ha AEBYILKY.

— 3HauyuT, BBl OfHa U3 HUX?

— Hert, — orBetnna Yeputn. — U B TOXE Bpems,
Kak BMOMTE, Ha.

— Ecam Tonbko 3Ta Belulia HacTosilasi, — BO3pa-
3un bapnep.

— OHa Hacrosuias, — paso3nninack Yeputu. —
IMpaBaa, s coBeplieHHO He MNpEACTaBslO, KaK 3TO
MOXHO A0Ka3aThb.

Hanes uenouky Ha 1Iel0, OHa cripsitajia 6pesiok
noA KYPTKY M CHOBa 3acTerHyjia KHOTKH.

— 51 Mory noHsTh, MOYeMy BBl HaM He BepHUTe,
Bapnep, — npoponxana Yeputn. — Ho To, uto s Bam
paccka3ana, AeiCTBUTENbHO, NMpaBaa. Ckaxy npsaMo: y
Hac INMpoCTO HET BpeMEHH, YTOOBI CMIETb 3[eCh M XAaTh,
ToKa Bbl pelliuTe, MOBEPUTh HaM WJIM HeT. PaHo wiu
no3nHo cropa assatca Opatesa Kaibna. s Bac xe 6y-
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JIeT Jiyullle, €C/iM K 3TOMY BPEMEHH Hac yXe He OKa-
XKeTcsl 3[echb.

— Bbl He 0 ToMm roBopuTe, — nepebwn ee bapnep
TaKMM yBEPEHHBIM TOHOM, UTO YepUTH He Hauwulia, YTo
OTBETUTBb. — Peyb COBEpLIEHHO HE O TOM: BEpIO s BaM
WK HeT.

OH pe3ko TMOAHSNCSA, BHMMATEJIBHO MNOCMOTpEN
IeBylliKe B IJla3a, 3aTeM cIejiajl NpUIJallaloHii XecCT:

— Caenyitte 3a MHOIA!

Ckangep, Hat u I'ypk ToXe XoTenau BCTaTh, HO
Bapnep B3MaxoM pykM mNpuKa3al MM OCTaBaTbCsl Ha
CBOUX MeCTax.

— TonbKo BbI! — 3asIBWJI OH.

Yeputn 6pocuna ObICTpBIi B3MISAA Ha CABHHYBLUE-
ro 6posu Ckannepa M MSIKO cKasaja:

— Bce B nopsinke. 51 Bepio eMy.

— A a HeT. Toneko nonpo6yite yTo-HUGyaL cae-
nath ei, s Bac warrox(y' — 3aopaJl MHIEeL BCien
Bapnepy.

®dpaHuy3 ynbIOHYNCSI, GBICTPO HanpaBwiICs K Or-
POMHBIM CTaJIbHBIM BOPOTaM M OCTaHOBWJICS, OXHIas,
noka K Hemy mnpucoeauHurcss Yeputu. I'eHpu U BTO-
poit OXpaHHMK XOTeJIH TOoXe IOCIe0BaTh 3a HUM, HO
Bapnep oTpuuarenbHO MNokKayajl rojioBoOM.

— MBI noitneM ofHH, a Bbl NOKa NMPHCMOTPHUTE 3a
HallUMH TOCTSMM, OCOOEHHO 32 3THM, — OH YKa3al
Ha Ckanpepa. — KcraTH, mos3aborbTech -0 €ro pyke.
YT0-TO MHE He HpaBUTCA 3Ta paHa.

IMokuHyB momeuieHue, Bapnep cpasy mnoBepHy
BineBo. OHM nepecekyid Y3KMH HHU3EHBKMH KOpUIOp-
YUK, CTEHBl KOTOPOro OBUIM CIUIOLIb MOKPHITH NMATHA-
MM DXaBYMHBI, 3aTeM HayalM CITyCKAThCS BHUS - TIO
JieCTHULIe. YepUTHM HEMHOro yaMBWIach, He 3aMeETHB
HHUIAe HY oxHOM xuBo# nyuH. Cyms mo BceMy, Bap-
Jiep NeHCTBUTENIBHO XOTEJI OCTaThCsl C HEH HaemuHe.
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DT0 nokasajocb YepUTH CTpaHHBIM: €CJIM OH 3Ha,
4YTO OHa BXoAMT B coctaB Kocmuueckoro ®dnora, Tor-
J1a eMy TeM GoJiee JOJIXKHO ObITb M3BECTHO, YTO OAHMM
M3 MpeaMETOB €€ NMOATOTOBKM SIBJISIIOTCS BOJIbHasi 60pb-
6a 1 npueMsl GIUXHEro 6os...

JlecTHULa 3akaHYMBaJIachb B KOpUIOpe, Ha MPOTH-
BOIOJIOXHOWH CTOPOHE KOTOPOTO HaXoAMJach elle OaHa
LIMpOKas MeTaJuIM4ecKasl JIeCTHULA, HO yXe Beldyllas
BBepx. OnHako Bapnep nosepHyn B Ipyryio CTOPOHY
Y, 3aMeTHB, uTo UepuTH He pelliaeTcsi NocjieqoBaTh 3a
HUM, cAejal NpUIJIalIaloMi XKeCT.

— Kyna Mbl HanpaBnsiemcs?

— CKOpo yBHOUTE.

OKOJIO YeTBEpPTH Yaca OHU NMpPOGUpaNUCH TO MyC-
ThiM, MOKPBLITHIM MNPOPXAaBEBIUMMM JIMCTAaMM Xeje3a,
OQHOOOpa3HbIM TnepexoJaM, KOTOphie 06pa3oBbIBAIU
HacTOsILUMI TOA3EMHbI NaGUMPUHT, NMOKa He oOKasa-
JINCh Mepell HEBBICOKOI MeTaJUTHuecKoi ABepblo. bap-
Jiep pacnaxHyjn ee, ¥ Hora YepuTn GYKBaJIbHO MOBUC-
Jla B BO3[lyxe NMpH BUAE TOro, Kyaa OHHM MOMAaJIH.

[Tepen HUMHK MpocTUpanNCcss OTPOMHBIN, BBIJIOXEH-
HbIH GenbIM Kadenem 3an. IlpaBna, Mepualoluii cBeT
HECKOJIBKHUX YKDEIUIEHHBIX Ha cTeHax ¢akeJioB He Ja-
BaJl BO3MOXHOCTH KakK CJEeAyeT pa3misafeTh ero, U Ye-
PHTH MorIJIa TOJIbKO AOrafblBaThCsl O AEHCTBUTEIbHbBIX
pa3Mmepax noMmeuleHuss. Hemaneko ot asepu yxoauiau
BBEPX CTYMEHBKH LUMPOKOM, TOXE MOKPHITON pPXaBYH-
HOIl BMHTOBOM JecTHULBI. Ha apyroit ctopoHe mno6-
JIECKMBAJIM pebCbl — HE MEHee TOJyAIOXUHBI, KOTO-
prle B KOHLE 3aJla COEIMHSUIMCh M HCYe3ayiy B JBYX
OTPOMHBIX TOJIYKPYTJIBIX TYHHesX. UepuTH He 3ame-
THJIa Ha penbcax HU TMATHBILUKA PXXaBUMHBI.

— Jla Benb 3TO Xe MeTpo! — BAPYI axHyJia OHa.

— KoneyHo, Metpo, — Bapnep ocTraHOBWICS H C YIbIO-
KOIf MOCMOTpeJ1 Ha JEBYLIKY. — A Bbl Yero oxwugaiu? -
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Yeputn ¢ M3yMJIECHHEM B3Mpajla Ha CTOSIBIUYIO OT
Hee B IBYX llarax, BbIKpallEHHYIO B XEJTbIH LiBeT
9/IEKTPUUYKY C MPULUENJIEHHbBIM K Hell eIMHCTBEHHbIM
BaroHOM. Ero aBepu 6buUIM pacraxHyThl HacTeXxb, a
BHYTPHM ropen cBet. Kak HHM CTpaHHO, JIOMHHECLEHT-
Hble JlaMMbl OKa3aJiMChb B MOJIHOW McnpaBHOCTH. He-
0XMAAHHO YepuTH yciblluasa 3HAROMBIN Tyn U cpa3y
y3Hala WyM paGoTalollero ABHUraTesss 3JEKTPHYKH,
HACTOJNILKO MPWBBIYHBINI, YTO NMOHayajly OHa €ro Jaxe
He 3aMeTuna.

— Tak 21O Bce... ellle OeHCTBYyeT? — He Bepsl CBO-
MM TJa3aM CIIpOCHJIa [eBYLIKa.

— Onsatb OeicTByeT, — yrouHun Bapnep u cHOBa
YABIGHYICA KaKOM-TO CTPaHHOM, MOYTH MevajibHOWM
yabiOkoit. — IlpaBaa, noesga XoasiT HE TaK perysip-
HO, KaK paHbllie, 3aTO €CTb OJAHO MaJEHbKOE yTelle-
HHE: CMYCKAasiCh C10/1a, MOXHO OBbITb COBEPILEHHO CMO-
KOWHBIM — HMKTO Ha TebGs He HanaieT M He orpabuT.

Yeputu nponosxajia Mojaya CMOTpeTb TO Ha bap-
Jepa, To Ha noe3a. Bua crapoit, Ho elue paboTtaloei
3JIEKTPUUYKH TOTPSIC €€ A0 MIyOMHBI AYLIH.

— Mbl oueHb penKo UM MOJib3yeMCsi, — NMPOU3HEC
Bapnep, ot koToporo, pa3syMeeTcsi, He YCKOJB3HYJIO
n3ymneHve Yeputu. — Bo-nepBbix, OrpPOMHBIN pacxon
SHEPruHu, a BO-BTOPBIX, OBLICTPO.-M3HALUIMBAIOTCA HAeTa-
J¥ ¥ obopylIoBaHUE BaroHa.

OH nomonyas, clOBHO oxuiaass oT YepuTtH otse-
,Ta, 3aTeM DELUUTEJIbHO MPMIJIaCHJI €€ BHYTPh:

— 3axoaure!

YeputH 6bUIa CIUILKOM TMOpaXeHa YBUIAEHHBIM,
4TO6KI BO3paxaTb, MO3ITOMY MOCHYLIHO MMOCJenoBana
3a Bapnepom B BaroH. [lBepM TyT Xe 3aKpbUIMCb, MO-
€30 JepHy/ICcsl U, MeMIeHHO Habwupasi XoI, HBUHYJICSH
Briepes. YepuTH B3LpOrHyna M GBHICTPO CXBaTMNACh 3a
Mopy4YeHb, a 3a OKHaMH YXe NMpOMeJIbKHY/Ia CTaHLMs
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METpOMONNUTEHA, 3aTeM BaroH HbLIPHYJ B TYHHeJb, H
AEBYLIKY OKPYXHJa MojHass TEMHOTa.

— INpucaxuBaiitecs, KanuTaH Jleipa, — C HEOXH-
IaHHOM TEIUIOTOM B rojioce npousHec bapnep. — B10
NPOJIUTCS AOBOJILHO JOJTO.

YepuTH MOCHYIIHO ceia, a bapnep mpousen Bne-
pen 0 YeM-TO TNEeperoBOpHTb C MalUMHUCTOM. Msrkoe
fMokayMBaHHWE BaroHa U a0 60JiM 3HaKOMbIH MOHOTOH-
HbIJ Tyl HECyLIMXCS IO pejibcaM XeJIe3HbIX KOJIec,
MpOM3BENH Ha HEe CTPaHHOE BO3MEHCTBHE. YCTPOWB-
LIMCb Ha MSATKOM CHAEHBE C MPOTEPTONW CHHTETHYeC-
KOt 0bMBKO#, YepUTH NMPUCIOHMIA TFOJIOBY K OKHY M
3aKpblla rinasa, C HaclaxiAcHHEM oluyuiass npoxiany
[JIaAKOM MOBEPXHOCTH CTeKJa, KakK Aenaja 3TO 4acTo
B TOM, IpYroi, AJaBHO MOTEPAHHOM XMU3HHU. «A BIOPYT, —
noayMaja OHa, — y HMX elle octaicsa liraHc?.. [lycts
aTo Oyayr He oMM — He oHa u Ckanmep, a Japyrue
MOKOJIEHUSI, KOTOpble NPUAYT 332 HUMHU. UTO ecnu uMm
yoacTcsi MOCTPOMUTH HOBBIM, Jydlunit MUp? Bo3MOXHO,
MOPOHBI MPOCTO YCKOPHMJIN €CTECTBEHHBIH XOA COGbI-
Tuit. Benb unBunusauus 20 Beka Oblla He €AUHCTBEH-
HO#, MCYeé3HyBlUei Ha 3emJie.

Ho oHa moxeT cTatb nocienHeit. Ecnu M He
yaacTcsi pa3buTh MOPDOHOB, XXM3Hb Ha TUJIaHETe TMpe-
KpaTuTcd. M Torma MHas UMBWIAM3aLMUS YXE HE BO3-
HUKHET Ha pa3BaJlMHax CTaporo Mupa, NnoaobHo BO3-
poxaalouieiics U3 INervia JereHaapHoi nruue-geHukce.

Ecnn 6Bl Bce 3TO MpPOM30OUUIO YYTh MO3Xe, JET,
CKaXeM, Ha NSATbAECAT, — C ropeybio ayMana Yepu-
TH, — TOrJa OHM CMOIIM OBl AaTb MOPOHaM JOCTOM-
HBI OTNOp, B JBa cyeTa OTIMPaBMB WX Tyda, OTKYyAa
SAABWINCh He3BaHble TOCTH. 'ocnoan, KaKHue-To HHUTOX-
Hble MATBAECAT JIET B UCTOPHUM TUIAHEThbl, HAaCYUTHIBA-
IOLUEHM JECATKH U COTHU THICAY JIET...»

‘TTouyBCTBOBAB PSNIOM Ybe-TO NMPUCYTCTBUE, YepH-
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TH OTKpbula rnasa. COTHYB B JIOKTE JIEBYIO DPYKY H
3acyHyB 3a nosic Gonbluoii najeu, repex Hed CTosUT
bBapnep, rsns Ha OEeBYLIKY CBepXy BHM3. B riasax y
Hero He GbUJIO M clefa BpaXXneGHOCTH, HaNpOTHB, OHU
CMOTDEJIM YAUBJIEHHO MU HEMHOro HEeAOBEpPYHUBO.

— O yeMm BBI 3agyMaiuch?

— Tak... HH 0 YeM, — YKJIOHWIach OT NMPSMOro oT-
Beta Yeputn. — A mnoueMy Bbl 00 3TOM crpalliuBaeTe?

— ¥Y'Bac Ha JuUe ObUJIO OYeHb CTPAaHHOE BhIpaxe-
HHe, — ToXaB TuleyaMu, yablGHyiacs Bapnep. — Ka-
KOe-TO JaXe HEMHOTO MeYalbHoe.

— Huuero crpaurHoro, — YepuTH TpsAXHYJa rojo-
BOI M 3acTaBwia cebst YJbIOHYTbhCH.

He xenasi 60sbllU€ pa3BUBaTh 3Ty TeMy, OHa pac-
MpsIMWIA TJIeYd M BHUMATENBHO IMOCMOTpea B OKHO.
Co BCex CTOPOH MOe3l OKpyXajla TEMHOTa. DTOT cOo-
CTaB, MYAlUMICS MO MYCTHIM MON3EMHBIM TYHHEJISIM,
roe BOT yXe IMOJIBEKa HH pa3y He 3aXHTaICS CBET, Ka-
3asicd YepuTH KaKMM-TO HEpealbHbIM W Mapajiu3ylo-
UMM, CJIOBHO CTpalliHO€ BHAEHME U3 (pHUIbMa YXacoB.

— CKOJIbLKO HaM elue NMpuaercsl exaThb?

— JosonbHOo ponro, — bapnep npucen psgom
TOXE IOCMOTPEN B OKHO. — HaM HyXHO momnactb Ha
Ipyroil KoHeu ropoja.

YepuTH Hagesutach yCiblllaTh, Kyla KOHKPETHO.
OHM HanpaBjsIIOTCS, HO OH He NOCTaBWI el TaKoro
yooBOJbCTBUSI. Heckonbko cekyHA OoHa MoOJYa CMOT-
pena eMy B JIMLIO, 3aTeM OTKMHYNach HasaJl M CHOBa
NIPHCIOHMIACh TOJIOBOM K OKHY, Ha 3TOT pa3 He 3a-
KpbiBasi TJa3.

— BbI cTpaHHBI# yesoBeK, bapriep, — nepBoii Ha-
pyluuaa MonyaHue YepHTH.

— Ha? — yauBJIeHHO B3MISHYN Ha Hee (paHUy3.

— Ilpu BCTpeye ¢ BalIMMHU JIONBMH MEHS €aBa He
younu, Kak, BrmpoyeMm, Ckammepa M ocTanbHbIX. Ham

123ax, 1468 353



He TIOBEPHJIM, YTO MBI JAEHCTBUTENLHO Te, 3a KOro cebs
BBIIAEM.

— A KTO BaM cKasaj, 4YTo s B 3TO Bepio?

— Ho Mb Xxe 3nech, He Tak au? S nonarato, eciu
Bbl NMPUHMMaeTe Hac 3a INMHOHOB MOPOHOB, TO JIOBO-
JIbHO JIETKOMBICJIEHHO C Ballieii CTOPOHLI €XaTh CO MHOM
B 3TOM roe3e OAHOMY, 6e3 compoBoxaeHus?.. Unu
BBl CUMTAETe, YTO 3[AECh BaM HMYTO HE IPO3UT TOJIBKO
MOTOMY, 4TO A XEHILUWHA?

Bapnep THxo paccmesticsi B OTBET.

— DTO O6CTOATENBCTBO KakK pa3 M AOKa3bIBaeT, YTO
Bbl He LUMHOH, KanmuTaH Jlepa, — MOSCHWI BOXIb
CBobonHoit 30HBI.

— Touemy Xe? — mo-mnpexHeMy Henoymepana Ye-
PUTH; TO, KaK OH MPOMU3HEC CJIOBO «LITIMOH», 3aCTaBH-
JI0 €e HaCTOPOXWUThCS.

— Ecnu BBl NEHCTBHUTENBHO Ta, 3a KOro ceGs BbI-
naere, — ynbibasicb nponoskan Bapnep, — Ttorma MHe
Heyero GOATBCA. A ecliM HeT... — OH MoXaJ Iuleva-
mu. — Ecny Bbl M BaluM JpY3bsi — OXOTHHKH, SIBUB-
LMecst ciofa, uTo6sl pacnpaBUTLCA CO MHOM, TO BHI
CMOXeTe MpeKpacHO cAesiaThb 3TO rae yroaHo. B Ta-
KOM clly4yae MHe Bpsi[l yJacTcs MoMellaTb BaM.

YepuTy 3aMosyalia, OlUEJIOMIIEHHAst 9TUM OTBETOM.

— KT0 Xe BB Bce-Taku Ha camMoM nene, bapiep, —
daramycr wnn uMHHUK?

— HaBepHoe, U TOT M APYTro# NMOHEMHOrY.

— OuyeBNIHO, YeJIOBEK NOHEBOJIE CTAHOBHUTCS Ta-
KHM, €CJIN COpPOK JIET XXMBET, IOCTOSTHHO CKPBIBasICh, —
cepbe3HO nporosopuna YepurtH.

CkpoiBasic?.. — Bapyiep 03aboyeHHO HaMop-
LU J106, NMOTOM CHOBa YJILIOHYJICSI M MOKayaj roJjio-
poii. — Bl 3abnyxnaetrech, KanmuTaH Heﬁp}l Mbl Bo-
Bce He Oeryielbl U He TUIEHHBIE.
— Ho Benb BHI Xe...
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— He ceituac, npepBan ee Bapnep. — IloroBopum
06 3TOM nosgHee, KanuTaH. I[Ipoiuy Bac.

YepuTH nmoauMHMIACh, U MOCIEAHUE MOYaca IyTH
OHM TIPOBEJIM B MOJIHOM MoONYaHMU. HakoHel noesn
HayaJl 3aMeIsiTh XOL M OCTaHOBWJICSI Ha KaKOH-TO
COBEpUIEHHO MOrPY>XXeHHON B TEMHOTY cTaHUMH. Tonb-
KO M3 OKOH BaroHa najaji HesIpKHH CBET, ocBellas
HeOOoJIBbLIOH YyYyacTOK TeppoHa.

Bapnep BcTasl, HaripaBWICSI B KOHEL| BaroHa U Ye-
pe3 HeKOTopoe BpeMsl BhillleJl OTTYAR, AepXa B pyKax
6onbiuoii doHaps U ABa cMoNsHBIX dakena. [Toecus
¢doHapb cebe Ha nosic, oH NpoOTsHYA UepUTH OAUH U3
(akenoB, Bce TaK Xe MOJYa CIMYCTHJICS Ha INEPPOH,
rae u 3axer ¢akenbl. KpacHblif cBeT HEMHOro pacce-
SJl TEMHOTY BOKPYT, HO H€ HacTOJIbKO, YTOGBl MOXHO
6bUIO KaK CJIE[lyeT PacCMOTPETh OTPOMHBIH, MOKPBI-
T GENIBIMU TUTUTKaMH 3T rioa3eMKu. dakessl CHIBHO
JOBIMMJIM, U3[aBasi yXacHBIH 3amax, MCKpbl, ChIaBLIN-
ecsi ¢ MX o6Ma3aHHBIX CMOJIOH KOHLOB, C LUHWIEHHEM
najaayd Ha pyku Yeputh. i

— A 4TO, 3Ta BellHLa He paGoTaeT? — NOMHTeEpe-
coBajlachb OHa, NMOKa3aB Ha BMCEBLUWH Ha mnosice Bap-
nepa ¢oHapsb. '

— PaGoTaeT, — KUBHYJ OH. — TOJNBKO MBI MOJIB3Y-
eMCsl UM B peayalLIuX ciydasix, Korga 6e3 Hero npo-
CTO HEBO3MOXHO o6oiTuCch. BaTapeitku mnocTeneHHO
cafsTcs, a B GnuxaiiieM OyoylieM MBI Bpsil JIM Ha-
‘YHEM MX cepuiiHOe NMPOM3BOICTBO.

YepuTH MbICIEHHO M3BMHWIAch nepen Bapnepom
3a cBoM uaMoTckuit Bompoc. To HeMHoroe, 4TO eit
IoBesioch yBuaeth ‘B CBO60JHOW .30HE — MOTOLHUKII
’KaHa, HENMOHATHO KaK MpPeKpacHO AeiCTBYylOlIee MET-
PO, — MHOTIAA 3aCTaB/IsJIO ee 3a0bIBaTh, IJle OHAa HaXo-
aurcsa. B 3ToM M3aMeHuBlUEMcsi Mupe Oolbllie He Cy-
1(eCTBOBAJIO OOBIYHBIX, MPHBBIYHBIX BelleH,. Kak,
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HanpuMmep, 3TH 6GaTapeilKM, KOTOphle paHblUE€ OHH
NpoCcTO BbIOpachiBaJIM, 3aMeHsIs1 UX MO Mepe Heobxo-
OMMOCTH HOBbIMM. Jltonn xe 21 Beka MoJyib30BaJIuCh
TeM, YTO OCTAJOCh MJIH CMOIJIO COXPaHMTBhCSi OT pas-
pYLLUEHHO#M, YHUYTOXEHHOH LMBHJIM3aLUH.

Yeputu M bBapnep nepeceknu 3ay1 U MOAHSAUCH
HaBepx MO CJIOMaHHOI BHUHTOBOIi JiecTHHLE. Bnepenu
BHAHeJNaCh KaKasi-TO ILIMpOKas TeMHasi MOBEPXHOCTb,
CKBO3b KOTOPYIO TO TYT, TO TaM NMpPOOGHBAINCH JIYUHKH
cseta. [lonoitns no6nuxe, Yeputy obHapyXmuia, uTo
BLIXOJ 3aKpbIT 60JIbLION qouaToM Meperopoakoii. OHa
XoTeJia MoMo4yb Bapiepy oTKpbiTb BMOHTHPOBaHHYIO B
3arpaxieHue MajleHbKYIO JBepb, HO OH MpHKa3san e
nepxaTb (aken M MPUHSUICA CaM BO3MThCA CO CKpH-
NMAWUMH LIapHUpaMU. [Jpoxa OT KaKOro-TO HENpPUSAT-
HOro 4yBcTBa, YepHUTH TPEBOXHO BIIANENAach B OKpY-
XaBlIYI0O UX TeMHOTY. TO, UTO OHa yBHUAEJa NpU CBeTe
OBYX vansiuux ¢akenoB, MOJHOCTBIO OTOMJIO y Hee
BCAKOE XXeJlaHMe paccMaTpMBaTh YTO-JU6O dajblue:
NMOoYTH Ha CaMOM Kpaio OCBEILEHHOro Kpyra, Ha cTy-
NeHbKaxX HaxONMBIUEHCS NMPOTUB HUX JIECTHULIBI, BbI-
TSHYBIUKCH BO BCIO [UIMHY, JIEXAJO MOKPBHITOE IYCTOM
IIEPCTbIO TENO KaKOro-TO XXWBOTHOTO.

CHapyxu Bce euwle 6bin1 aeHb. [locne momympaxa
MOJ3EMHOro 3ajla MATKHIl 3eJIeHbIi CBET MCKYCCTBEH-
HOrO COJIHLUA nokasajicsd YepUTH CIMLIKOM DpEe3KHM,
NMouTH HenpuATHHIM. OHa MoTepiia pyKamMu ciessiuye-
cs Jla3a, ¢ TPYIOM NpUBBIKAsE K HOBOMY OCBELUEHHMIO.

OxkasaBLIKCh Ha NOBepXHOCTH, Bapiep noracui ceoi
¢aken, HO He BBITYCTHJ ero M3 pyK; Yepurtu nocneno-
BaJ1a ero rmpumepy. OHH TPOLWIM HEMHOTO B CEBEPHOM
HamnpaBJIeHHH OT 1IAaXTHl METPOMNOJIMTEHa KU CBEPHYIH
Ha NepBOM Xe repekpecTtke. YepuTH BHHMMaTeJIbHO Or-
JsapIBaIack Mo cropoHaM. M 3pmech ropon crain XepT-
BOH IDKYHIJIEH, KOTOpBIE, BIPOYEM, HECKOJIbKO OTJIH-
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YATUCh OT TE€X, YTO BO3BBIIIAIMCh Ha NMPOTHBOIMOJIIOX-
HOM CTOpOHE peKM: AepeBbs POC/IM HE TaK [YCTO, Kpo-
M€ TOro, 3apocC/ii OblIM HEe CTOJIb HEMPOXOOUMBI.

Bokpyr crosuia nmonHas TuiMHA. [Ipouuio goBonbHO
MHOIO BpeMeHH, Mpexne yeM YepuTu mnoHsuia npuuuHy
sToro. 31ech COBCEM He pa3laBaMChb MPOH3UTENbHLIE
KPUKH 3Bepeif, TaK IMyTaBLUME.ee Ha TOI CTOPOHE peKH.

— Mp#l ¢ caMoro Havajla CAeOWIM 3a TeM, YTOOBI
3TH GECTHM He CJIMIIKOM Pa3MHOXAJIUCH B 3TON YacCTH
ropoga, — ¢ TOTOBHOCTbIO OTBETWJ Ha 6e3MOJIBHBI
Bornpoc neBymiku Bapnep. — Pasymeercs, HaMm Ha yna-
JIOCb TOJIHOCTbIO MCTPEOUTH MX, NMO3TOMY sI Obl He
COBETOB&J BaM B OJMHOYKY M 0€3 OpyXXMsl Nporyiu-
BaThCsl MO 3TOMY Jiecy. Ho no Tex mop, noka Bel Oyae-
Te oCcTaBaThbCsl Ha yJIMLax ropoja ¥ JAepxaThb TIjasa
OTKDBITBIMH, C BaMM BpSil JIM YTO-HOBO CIIy4HTCH.

— 3HayuT, BBl OYUCTUIH BCclo CBOGOAHYI0 30HY? —
U3YMJIEHHO TIOCMOTpesia Ha Hero Yepurh.

Bapnep moxan rieyamu M OCTaHOBWICS:

— O, oHa BOBCe He TaK yX BeJIMKa, KaK BaM Ka-
KEeTCs: OKOJIO OJAWHHAALATH KHUJIIOMETPOB BHOJIb PEKH
1 NPUOJIU3UTENBHO NATh B 3TOM HaNpaBJIeHWH, — OH
Mokasajl Ha 3anan, B CTOpoHY CTeHHI.

— A 4TO panbure, 3a Hei?

Bapnep mocmorpen Ha YepHUTH OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM
B3[VISAIOM.

— Bam 3T0 AomKHO GBbITH M3BECTHO JIy4llle, YeM
MHe.

— Ota CreHa, — npoloJLXWia AeByllKa, He obpa-
1Ifass BHUMaHHUs Ha ero Bbilaj, — 4TQ OHa coboy npen-
craBjsier?

— Ecnu 681 MBI 3HTH 3TO, TO YX€ HaBHO Obl JIMK-
BUIOMpPOBaNu e€e, — crporo orBeTun bapsnep. — Ha ca-
MoM zene CreHa He HacTtosiuasi. SI o6s3aTesibHO MO-
KaxXy BaM ee. JTo COBCEM HelaJIeKO OTClofa.
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OH ObicTpO 3auiarajg Brepel, He nasas UepUTH
BO3MOXHOCTb 3alaTh Apyrue Bomnpochl. Eit ocTaBasiock
TOJILKO MOCJIefoBaTh 32 HUM, YTOObI HE INMOTEPATH €ro
M3 BUAY M He COUTHCS C MyTH.

HeoxunanHo Bapnep pesko ocrtanoBuics. Ilpu-
MEpPHO B IBYX METpax OT HMX- BUIHEJICS BBICOKHUH
XeJIe3HbI 3a00p, OMyTaHHBII BETBSMH Pa3pOCUIMXCSH
pacTteHHit. TeCHO COMKHYBIIMCH APYr C OPYFOM, OHU
06pa3oBaIM CIUIOLLIHYIO, HEMPOXOOHMMYIO XHWBYIO W3-
ropofib, HaJleXkHO CKPBIBAIOLLYIO OT NMOCTOPOHHMX /a3
TPEX3TaXHoe, NMOKpbiToe OenbIM MpaMOpOM 3.aaHMe,
paHbllie, HaBepHOe, CYMUTaBLUEeCsi YyJOM apXHUTEKTyp-
HOro MckyccTtBa. YepuTH nokasanoch, YTO KOTAa-To
OHa yxe Buaena 31oT noM. Ee B3risa ynan Ha snaTyH-
HYIO JIOILEYKY Y BOPOT, a yepe3 napy MMHYT OHa CMOIa
MPOYMUTATh MOJYCTEPTYIO, €ABa Pa3IMYUMYI0 HaANHUCh:
«[TOCOJbCTBO COEAUHEHHBIX LLITATOB
AMEPUKM».” - )

— ToconbcTBo?! — ¢ ynuBleHHEM mMisas Ha Bap-
Jiepa TporoBopuna Yeputh.

— A noyeMy Obl M HeT? — OH MOBEPHYJCH K Heit
M cierka yjablOHysicsi. — Sl Obll yBepeH, UTO Bbl CMO-
XeTe y3HaTb CBOC IOCOJIbCTBO.

D10 6BUIO CKa3aHO C TaKOW cephe3HO MMHOM,
4yTOo YepUTH TONBKO CNYCTA HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI IOHS-
Jla, YTO 3TO BCero JMub wWwytka. OHa paccMmesuiach,
chenas Hajg cofoit ycuiue, ¥ NpUHSJIaChb BHUMAaTENb-
HO ocMaTpuBaTh ¢acaj, HEKOr[a NMPEeKpPacHOro 3[AaHMuS.

Paspymwienns, xotopbiM nonseprcsi Bech Ilapuix,
He MOTJIM He cKa3aThCsd M Ha 3TOM jgoMe. Iloutu Bce
OKHa GbUIM BLIOMTBHI, MOJHOCTBIO pa3pyllleHa Kphlilia
M 4acTb BEPXHEro 3Taxa, YLEJEJNO JUIIb HECKOJbKO
TOpYaBLIMX BBepX NoyepHeBLIMX O6ayiok. ITycTbie OKOH-
Hble MPOEMBI, Ka3aJioCh, €Hl€ AbBIMMIMCH.

«YTO Xe 3pech BCe-TakKM MPOM30OLUIO?» — HEHNo-
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ymeBasia Yeputu. Cyasa no Bcemy, Ilapux nan He Tak
6ricTpo, Kak Hblo-Mopk, rubesnp KOTOporo oHa BuIesa
cob6CcTBEeHHBIMM iazamMu. CTpallHble pa3BajiMHBbI, 4Yep-
HbI€, TIOKPBIThIE CaXeill AoMa, BCTpeyalolluecss Ha Kax-
IOM liary orpoMHbIE KpaTepbl FOBOPHJIM CaMM 3a ce6si.

" YepuTn ocTtaHOBMJACh MNMepel GOJBLIOH LIMPOKO
MpaMOpPHOM JIeCTHHULIEN, BeAylle# K OBEpSAM OOMa, U
HelOyMeHHO mnocMmoTtpesia Ha bapnepa.

— 3ayeM MBI NMpUUUIK cloaa?

— WauTe Bnepen, — OH Mokasajl pykoi Ha ABepb. —
B 3TOM 3maHMM MBI MOJIyYMM OTBET Ha BOMNPOC, KTO
Xe Bbl €CTh Ha CaMOM [ieJie.

BHyTpH, Kak M oxuaana YepuTH, oKa3anoch TeM-
Ho. Korna nBepb 3axJIONMHy/Nach, AEBYLIKAa OCTAHOBHU-
Jlach, JaBasi [Jla3aM NPHUBBIKHYTh K TeMHoTe. Heoxu-
JaHHO MOCJbILIAJIOCh THUXO€ MOHOTOHHOE TydeHMe.
Yeputu B3OpOrHyna.

-— Heyxenu... KOHOULHOHEP?.. — U3YMJIEHHO MNpo-
6opMoTana oHa.

Bapiaep Monua cMOTpesn Ha Hee.

— Eiue pa6oraer... ITocse cTonbKuX JNeT... — Kasa-
Jloch, YepUTH MpPOCTO He HaxoAuja CJIOB.

’ @PpaHLy3 CHHCXOAMTEIBHO KHBHYJI.

— 3pech paboTaeT He TOJNIBKO 3TO, HO M MHOroe
Ipyroe, — OH IMOIHSJI PYKY, NMOKa3bIBaid Ha OTKDBITYIO
nBepp: — BarmsHure.

YepuTH yBuAeJsa MUCBMEHHBIN CTOJI, BO3JIie KOTO-
poro B Kpecjie CHIEN CKeJIeT, ONeThIii B YepHylo ma-
panHyio ¢dopMy JeTynka BOeHHO-Bo3aylHoro diora
CUIA. IIpsgsMo mepex HUM, Ha MOKPHITOM IMbUTBIO 3K-
paHe KOMIMbIOTEPA CBETHIHCDH 3€JIEHbIE OYKBBI.

— HeseposiTHo! — npo6opMoTasia Yepuru.

— Ha, — yabl6Hyncs bapnep. — Usgenus noBoeH-
Horo BpeMeHHM. [IpencTasisio cebe KayecTBO MPEXHMUX
TOBapoB...
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«Kak OH MOXeT 1UyTHUTb B NMOAOOGHOI 06GCTaHOB-
ke?» — usymmyach Yeputu. OHa He Morja OIIUGUTH-
csi: B royioce bapnepa AeCTBUTENBHO 3BYyYaJIM HacMelll-
JIiBble HOTKH.

— 3aueM Mbl 3nech? Heyxenu Bbl NMPUBEJH MeHS
clola TOJbKO 3aTeM, YTOOBI MPOJAEMOHCTPUPOBAaTh BCE
3T0?

— KoHeuyHo Xe, HeT. Sl mpocTto nmoaymali, uTo Bac
3TO 3aMHTEpecyeT.

Bapnep cmenan Yeputu 3HaK ciiefoBaThb 32 HUM.

OHM MoOJYa Mepecek/M LIOKOJIbHBIN 3TaX MOCOJIb-
ctBa. [ToBcloay siexany MepTBbie, TOJYUCT/IEBIUHE TeNa.
10 ObBUIM congaThl. TpynoB OKas3aJoCh TaK MHOrO,
Y10 YepHUTH CKOpO mepecTajia MOACYMUTHIBATh UX. Bosb-
IWUMHCTBO coaaaT GbUIO ONETO B TaKYIO XE YEepHYIO
¢opMy, Kak M TOT, KOTOPOTO OHHM BHIEIH 32 KOMIb-
lotepoM. [1ouTH Bce BCTpeTHJIM CBOIO CMEpPTb C OpY-
XHEM B pYyKax.

— Yrto Xe 3mech Bce-TaKW MpoM3ouuio? — cnpo-
cuwna YepurH, korna Bapnep octaHOBWIICS y MalleHb-
KON [BEpM M Hayajl OTKPbIBaTb 3aMOK.

'~ — Conpatsl, Cyasi Mo BCeMY, NMBITAINCh CAEPXaTb
MpMILeNbLUEB, MpaBaa, 6e3ycrnelHo.

YepHTH COKpYILEHHO MOKayaja roJIoBOIA.

— A modyeMy TakK paspyilleH ropon?

Bapsiep Ha ceKyHAy NMpekpaTiyl KOBBIpAThHCS B 3a-
MKe M OpoCHN Ha HAEBYWIKY Yepe3 IUIeYo ObICTpHIif
B3IJIAA:

— S myman, Bbl 3HaeTe 00 3TOM JIyylle MeHs, —
HeIOBEPYMBO YNBIOHYJICS -OH. — Benb BBl Xe NpUCYT-
CTBOB&JIM IPH 3TOM, a He 1.

— Jla, s Bunena, Kak noru6 Hoio-Mopk, = noa-
TBEpAWIa OHa. — DTO MPOU30OLUIO GYKBAILHO B CYM-
TaHHble CeKyHAbl. TaM mpuiuenblibl MPUMEHWIN OpY-
XHe, YHHUTOXaBllee TONbKO OPraHM4EOKylo XH3Hb. Ho
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[Tapnx BBLIMISIAUT Tak, CJAOBHO 3[€Ch 3a KaXAblH JOM
la oXxecTtouyeHHasi 6opbba.
" Bapnep noxan rnjeyamu U CHOBa 3aHAJICS 3aMKOM.

— Bo3MOXHO, npubIU3UTENBHO TaK BCce U OBLIO.
51 He npucyTCTBOBaJl NPH 3TOM, HO M3 BCETO YCJIbI-
LWIAHHOTO MHOIO MOTIY caesiaThb BBIBOA, 4YTO GOM B ro-
pole BeaHChb OKOJIO MOJTyrona.

— Ho nouemy? — ynuBwiace Yeputu. — Ecamn
OHM...

— A mnoyemy 6bl BaM He CNPOCHTh 06 3TOM caMy
ce6s? — c HeOXUIAHHOM 3JocThio nepebun ee ‘Bapnep,
NMOTOM Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHH BWHOBATO YJBIOHYII-
csi: — U3BMHMTE, NONYyYMSIOCHh HE COBCEM TaKTUYHO.

— Hwuuero, — orBetnna Yepuru.

B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3gajicsi METAIJIMYECKUH JIFA3T U
ZBEpb, YCTYNMUB, HaKoHell, ycunusiMm Bapnepa, npuot-
Kpbinack. PpaHily3 HEMHOIO OTCTYMMWJ Ha3al, YTOOHI
OTKDBITh €€ O KOHLia, 3aTeM 3axer dakesa H, He Npo-
U3HECS HM CJIOBA, UCUE3 B TEMHOM JIECTHHYHOM TNpO-
eMe, KOTOpbIit HaUMHAJICA Cpa3y 3a JABEPbIO U BeJl KyAa-
To BHM3. OHM nepeceknu 6oJipllIOe MNOABaJibHOE
NoMellleHHe, 3arpOMOXIEHHOEe BCAKHM XJIaMOM, CO-
THYBIUUCDH, MPOCKOJIb3HYJH B MaJ€eHbKYI0O HH3KYIO
JBEpb, 3aTEM CITYCTWIHCh IO OPYroi JIECTHHLIE U BCKO-
pe oKas3aJiuChb nepel MAacCUBHOW MeETa/JIMYEeCKOH
IBEPBIO.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi GBIJIO MPEOJONEHO IMOC-
JilelHee TMPeNnsATCTBHUE, nociie yero bapsiep BHITalLMII U3-
3a nosica ¢oHapb ¥ BKJIIOYMJ €ro, TLIaTeJbHO Mora-
cHB 1IpH 3ToM (pakein. JIyu ¢poHapsi MPOHMK B KOMHATY,
CKOJIb3HYJI MO GETOHHBIM CT€HaM, KOCHYJICS CTEHBI, H
YepuTH paccMOTpeia B TYCKIOM CBETE B CHHTETHUYEC-
KOt OOMBKE MOTOJIKa KPOLLE€YHbIe OTBEPCTHS CUCTEMBI
orHetyweHusi. Cyas 1o BceMy, YTo Mnpopenain ¢ ¢ake-
oM Bapnep, oHa Bce eule QyHKUMOHMpPOBaa.
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®DpaHuy3s Boules B KOMHaTy, cieflal HECKOJbKO
IIaroB M CHOBa OCTAHOBWJICS, HampaBWMB JIy4 CBeTa
npsiMo B auuo Yeputu. eByluka HeOBOJbHO MTOMOp-
LUWJIach.

— 3axonuTe, KanurtaH Jleipn, ceiiuac Mbl BOOYHIO
y6enquMcs, HacCKOJIBKO TIOMJIMHHBIM SIBJISIETCS Ballle
YAOCTOBEPEHHE.

[1pu 3tnx ciosax YepuTH OXBaTHJIO KaKOe-TO He-
nobpoe npeauyscTBue. bapiiep BHOBb NOAHsI (OHapb,
HO B MEpBHIi MOMEHT OHa HUYEro He yBUAENa U3-3a
HabexaBIIMX Ha Ila3a OT pe3Koro cBera cies. ITocTe-
NMEeHHO MPUBBIKHYB K HOBOMY OCBelleHMIO, Yeputu
OoOHapyXHJja, YTO OHM HaXoJsATCS B NMPOCTOPHOM mnyc-
TO KOMHaTe C GETOHHBIMH CTEHaMHM M MNOKPBITHIM
MOJIyBEKOBO! MNbUIBIO IOJIOM.

HeByluika ¢ HemoymeHueM rnocMoTpesia Ha bapne-
pa. Tor Mon4a oTCTymwin B CTOPOHY, NMPOBEJ JIyYOM
no creHam, U YeputH, HakOHel, MOHsJA, Kyda OHa
nomnana.

OTO OTKpHITHE HACTOJIBKO TIOTPSICNIO €e, YTO Ka-
Koe-To BpeMsi UepHMTH He MOrjla OTOpBaThb B3MISL OT
HMcuapanaHHOW aJlOMMHHMEBOM TOBEPXHOCTH HEOOJNb-
1o asepu. Bxon BHYTpb GbU1 He ocBelleH. OmHako
MPUCMOTPEBILUMUCH, OHA pa3jIMYyMiIa B MOJTHOW TEMHOTE
CBEYEHHE MAJIEHbKMX 3€JIEHBIX M OPaHXEBbIX OTrOHb-
KOB, HaXOIMBLLUUXCS, KaK e NMOoKa3ajloCh, Iae-To OYeHb
JaJeKo.

Bapnep nmomoxnan, moka AeBylUKa CMpPaBUTCSI C
BOJIHEHMEM, NMOTOM HampaBWICSi K OBepH M OCBETHI
¢oHapem npoxon. YepuTH CHOBa B3APOrHysa, 3aMe-
THB Ha rojJIoM OGETOHHOM IOJIY YeThIpEX MEpPTBELIOB:
ABYX JIomeit U AByX MypaBbeB. U Te, U Apyrue ObUIU
CTpallHO H3yponoBaHbl. OYEeBUAHO, TPYIIBI JTIONEH Ha-
XOAMJIMCH 3[0ECh NOBOJBLHO HOJIIO, IIOTOMY YTO YCHENH
myMmudpunumnpoBarecsi. [1o ToMy, Kak CTpallHO OBUIH
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MCKaXeHbl X Jiulla, YepuTH MOHsIa, KaKue YXacHble
CTpaJlaHWs BbITIAJIM TepelN CMEPThIO. Ha [OJNI0 3THX
HeCYaCTHBIX. '

Ona oTnpsiHy/ia Ha3al, B yXKace 3aKphiB I1a3a. Bce
TaK Xe MoJyiua Bapnep HanpaBwics K IBEpH M pe3KO
B3MaxHy/l PYKO#. BTO ABMXEHME CJIOBHO MPHUBEJIO B
nefcTBME KaKOW-TO CKpBITbIA MexaHM3M. TeMHoOTa
BHE3alHO OTCTYNWJa, BHYTPM IOMeELUEHHs 3aropeJsics
MSATKHI XXENTBHI CBET, a Ha OBEPH BCIBbIXHYJa Kpac-
Hasg JlaMIoyka. 3aTteM pa3fajoch yAeHHE 3JEKTpH-
4YecKOro 3BOHKa, Ie-TO BKIIOYMWJICA HEBUOMMBIA Mar-
HATOGOH M mocChbIlIaNach yesoBeyeckas peyb. CioB
6bl710 He pa3obpaTh, — BHAMMO, JIEHTa MOJHOCTHIO HU3-
HOCHJIaCh OT YacTOro NMpocjyluBaHUs, — HO CO3[aBa-
JIOCh BreYaT/IieHHe, YTO KTO-TO MOHOTOHHO TBEPAMT
KaKoe-TO npenyrnpexiaeHHe. -

— Hrak, — npucTanpHO MIALA Ha JEBYUIKY, CMPO-
cun Bapnep, — yto 370?

YepuTtH 3HaIa OTBET, U BCe Xe ee MaJibLbl HEMpo-
M3BOJIBHO Hallynajii XOJIOOHYIO METANIMYECKYIO MOo-
BEPXHOCTb BHCEBLLIEro Ha lliee 3Haka UAEHTU(UKALMH.
OHa noHsana, 4To OOUTCA MNepecTynaTb MOPOT 3TOM
KOMHAaThl, XOTS BUAMMBIX MPHYMH IS 3TOTO He Cy-
wectBoBano. OnHaKO MeTauIMyecKoMy OpeJsiky Obuio
yXe Gojibllie LIECTHAECATH JIET, U KTO 3HAeET, Moaei-
CTBYET JIH OH CINyCTs CTOJIbKO BpeMeHM?.. Hukro He
MOT [aTh eif TBEpAOil rapaHTHH, YTO 3HAK HAEHTHODU-
KalMK cpaboTaeT, Kak TOJNIbKO BKJIIOYMTCSI BMOHTHPO-
BaHHasli B BepXHee MOKPLITHE MOTOJNIKa «MallWHa CMep-
Th». Tem He MeHee, co6paB B KyjliaK BCe CBOeE
MYyXeCTBO, YUepUTH luarHyjia Briepen.

Huuero He mpousouuio, TOJbKO, THXO LUENKHYB,
BKJIIOYM/ICI MarHUTOQOH M HEMHOIO NOMEpPK CBET B
ABepHOM MNpoeMe. OMIAHYBIUMCH 10 CTOpOHaM, Yepu-
TH cOeiajia eule OfHMH Liar ¥ BADPYT YBUIEja B CTEHe
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MajieHbKoe okouieyko. Illarax B msATH OT Hee, BbITA-
HYB Briepell KOHEYHOCTb, JieXal NMOru6lUuil MypaBeil-
BOMH, KOTOPBIA U MEPTBbIN, Ka3ajloCh, NbITAJICA NOTS-
HYTbCSl IO 3TOro YrjiyGneHwus.

C Tpynom mnpeononeBasi oTBpallieHWe, YepUTH c
GblolIMMCS cepAueM obxoawia Tesa JoAeit UM TPYMbl
MYpPaBbeB, HalpapJsisACh K cTeHe. JIOCTUrHYB LieJIM, OHa
JPOXalUMMH DYKaMM CHsla C LIEMOYKH 3HA4yoK, Mpo-
CYHyJIa ero B Y3KYIO LUeJib afnrnapaTa M, 3aTauB [bixa-
HHUe, npucaywanack. [Ipowu TpU yxacHble 6ecko-
HeYHble CEKYHAbl — HHMYEro, MOTOM IMOCJbILIAIOCh
ryieHHe 3yMMepa, a KpacHbI CBET CMEHWICS 3ejie-
HbIM. 13 npope3u KoMIbloTepa CHOBa IMOKa3ascs 3Ha-
yok YeputH. JleByluka GbICTpo cxBaThiIa Gpesiok, Haje-
Jla Ha LIeNOYKy M, TOBEPHYBIUMCH K Bapnepy, B3mMaxoM
PyKH mnojo3Bajia ero kK cebe.

— OmnacHocTH Gonblue HeT. MoXeTe BXOOMTH.

Bapnep Memnun, He OTphiBas IJla3 OT MepPTBELIOB,
3aTeM INEePECTYNMWJ Mopor KOMHAaTHl M OCTaHOBWICS.
B3misig ero wapun Mo creHaM, CJIOBHO- MbITasicb 06-
HapyXHUTb TO, YTO YOWJIO JNloAel MU MypaBbeB, M UTO
Tenepb HE NpPEeACTaBsUIO HUKaKo# omnacHocTu. Pesko
B3[I0OXHYB, (PpaHIly3 chesian ellle HeCKOJIbKO ILaroB M
3amep nepen Yepury. ’

— HTak, Bce COMHEHHs OTNaIU. Bbl, NeiicTBUTENb-
Ho, BxoauTe B coctaB KocMuyeckoro ®dnora. Bot Tosb-
KO MHE INOYEMY-TO KaXEeTCs, YTO Bbl HE NMPOCTO OOBIK-
HOBEHHBII KanuTaH.

— Bbl owmmnbaerech, — mokayaja .rojiopoit Yepu-
TH. — [lesio B TOM, YTO MOM TOBapHIUM U 51 BBIMOJIHA-
JIX ONHY OYEHb OTBETCTBEHHYIO 3aayy. B HawM o6s-
3aHHOCTHU BxoAHJIO obecneyeHHe 6e30MaACHOCTH
npe3uieHTa ¥ YWIEHOB NMpaBUTENbCTBa. UMEHHO mnoa-
TOMY HaM BCEM BbIJUIM TaKMe YyIOCTOBEPEHHMS.

Bapnep moxan ruieyamMu M yabIOHYJICS.
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— Ceityac yxe COBEpLIEHHO He BaXHO, MoYyeMmy
Bbl MoJyyusin ero. I'1aBHoe, yto oHo y Bac ectb. Kcra-
TH, He MOTNIM Obl Bbl OOBSCHUTL MHE Ha3HaueHHE ITOM
KOMHaTbl? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

YepuTy 3amymanack. DTO COOpPYXeHHe GbLIO CeK-
peTHbIM. BripoueM, Kakoit CMbIC/T Tenepb XpaHUTb Taii-
Hy?.. BpeMeHa, Koraa ObL1O MOCTPOEHO 3TO y6exHILe
OCTaJIMCh B AAJIEKOM IPOILJIOM.

— 51 nonaraio, 3To onopHsiit MyHKT HATO. B npe-
JKHUE BpeMeHa HaCYMThIBaJIOCh JOBOJIBHO MHOIO MO0~
OHbIX coopyxeHMii. [IpaBaa, s He 3Hajia, YTO OOHO U3
HHX pacrnojiarajioch NnpsiMo INoj 3JaHWeM NOCOJIbCTBA.

— Bo BcsAKOM ciiyyae, OHO MO-NpeXHeMYy Haxo-
IuTcs B paboyeM COCTOSIHMM, — 3aMeTun bBapnep u c
HEHaBUCTBIO MHYJ HOroit goxyioro Mypasbsi. — Hu oauH
M3 3THX YEPTOBBLIX TBapei Tak U He CyMeJl cioja Mpo-

* HUKHYTb!

XUTHHOBbIN MaHLUMPb YYyNOBHLIA TPECHYN M pas-
BaJIMJICI HA MHOXECTBO KYCKOB, Gojbuiasi 4acTb KO-
TOpbIX OTJieTesna B Kopuaop. Ha rmasax y Yepuru uc-
TIeBlUee TeJO TBapW MpeBpaTWIOCh B MbUib. Briepsbie
JeBYyIlIKa CTajla HeBOJIbHOM CBHIAETENbLHHULIEH TOro, Kak
Bapsiep noTtepsin Han co6oit KOHTPOJIb.

— MHUKpPOBOJIHOBO# 3aCJIOH, — THXO CKa3aja OHa,
B3/IDOTHYB TNpPU MBICJIK O TOM, YTO, €CIH OBl HE KpoO-
LWEYHBbIA KycO4YeK MeTajula, C HUMH CJIydWI1oCh Obl TO
Xe caMmoe, YTO M C 3THUMM HEeCYaCTHhIMH. — SIBUB-
miics ciona 6e3 crnelMaNbHBEIX NMOJHOMOYHI — obpe-
4yeH, — 00bsiCHWIa YepuTH B OTBET Ha OE3MOJIBHBLIN
Bornpoc ¢paHiy3a. — ManyyeHHe cMepTebHO JIsi BCEro
>KUBOTO. )

— 4 3Halo, — crnokoitHo npousHec bapnep, — oHO
.yOuBaeT Jaxke OXOTHHKOB. -

YeputH yaMBIIEHHO TIOCMOTpeEia Ha Hero, HO Bap-
Jiep TOJBKO KHBHYJ TOJIOBOH.
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— Heckonbko seT ToMy Ha3ag MOPOHBI MOMBITA-
JIUCh MOCNaTh ClOofla OJHOFO U3 3THUX XMBBIX pOGOTOB.
3aiiTH-TO OH 3alles U CyMeJs AaXe KaKMM-TO o6pa3oM
BbIOpaThCsl OTCIOAA, HO-AOJITO TOCJIE 3TOr0 He MPOXMWIL.

— A 5 cuMTaIa, YTO He CYLLECTBYeT HMYEro, YTo MOIJIO
Obl HaBpeOWUTb UM, — OBICTPO Mporosopwia YepuTu.

— [Ha, Tonbko BOT 3TO, — CO 3JIOCThIO MpOLEAN
Bapnep. — OTo eAMHCTBEHHBIN Ciyyait rubesy XuBo-
ro pob6ora, — oH 3agyMaici. — BoamoxHo, Tenepsb
Mbl UCMOJb3yeM 3TO KakK opyxue. Beap Ham-To OHO
6onpliie He CTpallHO. .

— Bpsi -n1m, — Bo3paswia YepuTH, NpU MBICIU O
NMPUMEHEHUH CTOJIb CTPALIHOTO OPYXHSI TPOTHB XH-
BbIX CYLIECTB, Y Hee, Ka3ajloCh, BCE CXaJOCb BHYT-
pu. — Heyxenu BBl cobGupaeTech NEpPECTpOUTb MpoO-
Xoll, 4yToGbl 3aMaHUBaTh WX CIOfa OJHOrO 3a ApPYTMM?

B rnasax Bapnepa cHoBa NMOSIBUJIOCH HENOBEDPHE.

— IloitneM, mocMOTPUM nanbliue, — cKa3ajl OH, YK-
JIOHSISICh OT pa3roBopa.

YeputH nonsitajlack 060CHOBaTh CBOM COMHEHHUH,
Ho Bapnep pewunrtenbHo orBepr ux. To, 4yTo coopy-
XXeHHe NeHCTBOBAJIO JaXe CIYCTS CTOJIBKO JIET, JUIL-
HHit pa3s y6eauno ero B TOM, Kakoe OrpoMHOe 3Hauye-
HHE HMEeJI0O OHO B TNpeXHHUe BpeMeHa, M Kak
MPEeKPacHO CMpPaBUJIUCh KOHCTPYKTOPHI C T[JIaBHOM
3aflayeil: 3allMTUTh 3TO MECTO OT YYXOro BTOpXKe-
Hus. «KTOo 3Haer, BO3MOXHO, TaM HaxoguTCs TO, O
yeM Jlyylle TiocTtapaThbcsi 3abbITh HaBcerga», — He-
OXWAAHHO TNpOHecJOoCh B rojose YeputH, HO OHa
npeaoJxKana MocJHylHO cjlefoBaTb 3a bapiepoMm mno
Y3KOMY KOPHWAOPY.

— He moHumalo, — 3agyMyHBO MPOTrOBOpHIA Ae-
BylIKa, — FOYEMY MOPOHBI IMPOCTO HE NPHUMEHWIHU
CWI1y, KOTOpOii Yy HHX 6pUTO GoJiee yeM JOCTaTOYHO,
royeMy He BOPBAINCH ciofa?
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— 51 ¥ cam He mNMoHuMalo, — KHBHy1 bBapnep. —
Ho, cyns no BceMmy, 3gech, BHHU3Y, HaxoOWUTCSI HEUTO
npeAcTaBisioliee A1l HUX TaKylo LIEHHOCTb, YTO OHH
He rocMeny B3opBaTh NomelleHne. Kpome Toro, s no-
nycKal, — OH BHMUMaTeAbHO NMOCMOTpea Ha UYeputH, —
YTO M Yy BacC CYyLIECTBOBaIO ClELMaJIbHOE Mpeanuca-
HHMe IUISl. MONOOHBIX AENCTBUIA.

YeputH BHOBB NMopaswiach goramiMBocty baprepa.
JleficTBHUTENILHO, B 30aHUH HaXOAMJICSI OCOOBIH amnmnapar
CaMOYHMUTOXEHMsI, CMOCOOHBbIii B30pBaTh BEChb KOM-
IUIEKC, KaK TOJIbKO ofecrieynBamollMit 6e3omacHoOCTh
KOMITBIOTED TMPUAET K BBIBOAY, YTO COAECPXMMOMY 3TO
KOMHAaThl YTPOXaeT ONMacHOCTb IONAacTb B PYKH Bpara.
Yr1o x, YepuTH TONBKO JIMILHHUI pa3 ybeaunace, CKOJb
MHOroe M3BecTHO BOXIIO CBOGOAHON 30HBI._

ClioBHO MpouHTaB ee MbicaH, bapnep 3asaBun:

— Ecnu 6bl 1 KOHCTPYHPOBaJI NMOJO6HOE COOpYyXe-
HHE, TO XX HelpeMeHHO rno3aboTuicsi 66l O TOM, YTO-
66l HUKOMY He INOCYacCTJIMBHIOCh BOMTH Tyda, Haxe
NpY TIOMOILIM CHIIBL.

B kOoHLEe KopHaopa OHH OCTAaHOBWJIMCH Tepel He-
*OONBLLION Y3KOI MeTaJUTHYeCKOii nBephlo. bapnep B3sii-
csl 32 Py4yKy, HEMHOIO TMOMEJINA, CIOBHO 4TO-TO OF-
HyMbIBasi, 3aT€M pe3KUM JABVDKEHHEM pacraxHyJl ABEPb.

BHyTpU cpa3y e -3aropejics 6enblit HEOHOBBHIH
cBeT. UepuUTH oXHIajia Yyero YrogHo, HO TOJILKO He
3TOro: 3a CTaJbHON IBEPBHIO NMPOCTHPAICS OrPOMHBIN,
NONYKPYT/IbIHM, YCTaBJIEHHBI KOMMbIOTEpaMH 3ai1. Bcio

- €r0 TNPOTUBOIMOJIOXKHYIO CTEHY 3aHMMaJl TMTaHTCKHUH
3KpaH, COCTOSIBLIMK M3 OOJbLIOro KoJMYecTBa mna-
PaUIEIbHO BKIJIIOYEHHBIX MOHUTOpOB. HekoTophie u3
HHUX ObUTM OTKJIIOYEHBI, HO GOJILIIMHCTBO paboTallo.
HewcTBylolive MOHHTODH! [aBaiX LBETHOE TPeXmep-
HOe u300paxeHHe 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOM B pa3HBIX
MeCTax CBETHJIMCh OECUMCJIEHHblE KpacHble M 3eje-
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Hble OroHbkM. Hapsiny ¢ 3TUM (bYHKUMOHHDOBANU U
Ipyrve KOMIBIOTEPHI. 3ej/IeHOBAaTOe CBEYEHUE 3Kpa-
HOB HAarloOJIHSJIO TNOMELUEHHWEe TaMHCTBEHHBIM He3eM-
HBIM CBETOM, HamoMHHaBWIMM YeputH danblunBbiit
6JiIeCK CEerofHsILIHEro SIpKO-3eJIeHOTo COJIHLAa IJiaHe-
Tol. [ToBCIOAY NIeXany TPynbl MYXYHH, OAETHIX B TEM-
HO-CHHIOIO YHUPOPMYy odHLEpOB BOCHHO-MOPCKOIO
dnota, B apMeiicKyio ¢opMy M B MPOCTYIO IpaxiaaH-
cKyio onexny. HekoTopele M3 HMX CKIOHMIMCH Haj
KOMINbIOTEPAMH, CJIOBHO TNOpaXeHHble CTpalliHbIM
CHOM, ApYyrue NMOKOMJIMCh Ha IUIaCTMKOBBIX CTYJbSX.
Hu Ha omHOM YepHUTH He 3aMeTHJIM NPU3HAKOB Ha-
CWILCTBEHHOW CMepTH, HHUKTO He ObUI MOJIOXE TMs-
TUOECATH JIeT.

— Boxe MMJIOCTHUBBII, — eJie CJBILIHO NpoLIenTal
Bapnep. — YTo Xe 3mech MpoOU30OLLIO?..

Yeputu npomonuana. Eit He cocTaBasio Gonbilo-
ro Tpyla NpeacTaBUTb Xoi Tpareauu. Cyns no Bcemy,
MIPUIUENbLBI PEIIWIM LITYPMOM 3aXBaTUTb TMOCOJIBCT-
Bo. HecMoTpst Ha yHclIeHHOe MPeBOCXOACTBO, UM BCe-
TakKy He yAaJIoCh MPOHUKHYTH B MOA3EMHBII KOMIUIEKC.
OpHako ciyXallye MOoCcoJIbCTBa OKa3aJiuCh B TNOABaJe,
Kak B JioByllKe. OYyeBMOHO, NMPOLUIO MHOTO MECSLIEB,
npexne YyeM KOHYWIMCh NPOAYKTbl M JIIOAW TIOHSIIH,
yTo GoJibllie HagesATLCS UM HE Ha 4To.

YepuTH OCTOPOXHO Boluna Bejen 3a BapnepoMm B
noMellleHHe ¥ MeLJIEHHO NMpUGIM3uIach K KOMIObIOTE-
py. Ilpy B3rnsae Ha MepuUaOLUUi 3KpaH ee cepaue
FIyxo 3acTy4yajo B rpyau. OHa Majio NMOHsJIa M3 H30-
6paxXeHHOro Ha 3KpaHe, HO €€ ONaceHus, Ccyas IIo
BCEMY, CTaHOBWINCH Bce Oojiee U Gojiee pealbHbIMH.
HeyBepeHHbIM ABHXeHHeM UepUTH NMpPOTSAHYyJIa DYKY,
IOTpOHY/Nach OO MyJbTa M Habpana HECKOJBKO CJIOB.
Ha MoHMTOpE TYT Xe BBICBETHJIMCH 3eJIeHOBaThle OyK-
Bbl, 3aTCM IOCJBIIIAJICS KAKON-TO WIMMSIUMIA 3BYK, U3
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npubopa XJIbIHYJI NOTOK CUHUX MCKD, H Yepe3 CEeKyH-
[y 3KpaH norac.

— Hy u uyto 3T0? — pasgajcs 3a ee CIMHOI roJyioc
Bapinepa.

Yeputu Mosiya 6pocuiachk K APYroMy MOHHTODY,
6bICTPO MOBTOPUB KOMOMHALMIO, U TEMEPb C HETEPIe-
HHMEM OXMIOaja pellleHHWs1 Kommblotepa. Ha aTtor pas
npubop oTpearupoBasi MHauye. Ha skpaHe BO3HHKIH
CTpOiIiHbIE KOJIOHKH UUPp 6ejg0ro M- 3eJ1€HOBATOro
LIBETOB.

bapnep nopouien nobnauxe, ¢ JA060MNBITCTBOM Ha-
6ntlonas 3a pabortoit MOHUTOpa. BOT yxe yeTBepTh Yaca
YepHUTH HACTONYMBO MNbiTaJlaCh NPOHUKHYTH B TaifHBI
KOMIBIOTEPHO#M cHCTEMBI. Bapiep. He BMelBaics, Tep-
MeJIMBO OXMAasi, YTO U3 3Toro nomyuutcs. K coxane-
HUI0, HUYETO U3 TOro, YTO YepUTH 31ech OOHapyxwia,
He OBINO HaMpsSMYIO -CBSI3aHO C €€ HeNnoCpeACTBEHHBI-
MH 00G3aHHOCTSIMM, HO OHa 3HaJla, YTO HYXKHO MCKATh.
HaxoHen peByuika BbINpsIMWIach, OTOpBajiaCh OT 3K-
paHa M MOTPSICEHHO NMOCMOTpesia cHayana Ha Bapinepa,
MOTOM CHOBa Ha MOHMTOP.

— Kaxercsi, Termepb S NMOHHUMalO, MOYEMY BOEH-
Hble ObUIM TaK 3aMHTEpPECOBaHbl B TOM, YTOOBI BCE 3TO
He ToNajio B pyKH NMpHLIENbLIEB, — TUXO CKa3ajia OHa. —
OTa cucTeMa — HEYTO Bpojie 3KBHBAJIEHTa CeBepoaMe-
prkaHckoi cuctemnl «<HOPAl», — npo6opmorania Ye-
putH. — KoHeyHo; s Mory olu6arbCsi, — MOSICHWJIA
OHa, YJIOBUB B [Jla3ax HeMo# Bompoc. — Ho s moutu
yBepeHa, YTo 3[eChb, BHM3Yy, pa3MellieHa ThUIOBasi 6a3a
HATO, — YepuTH nokasajla pykoil Ha 3KpaH. — 3lech
yKasaHa Kaxfias BOeHHas 6a3a, KaXIblii a3poipoM,
KaXpoe XpaHWiMlle 60eBOM TEXHMKH, NTOMEYEH Kax-
Iblil ONOpHBIM MYHKT... B obuieM, gaHa wH$popMauus
6YKBaJibHO 060 BCEM.

— Bolock, 51 HMYero He MOHsUI, — NpU3Haicsa Bapnep.
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— Tpuwenbusl pa3éunu Hac, Bapnep! — B3BOJHO-
BaHHO BOCKJIMKHyna Yeputn. — M MBI UM B 3TOM
30pOBO MOMOTJIM, MOXHO CKa3aTb, CAMU' pacriaxHyju
nBepu. OHM CyMeNiMd OOHMM YAapoM CMsiTb Haily 060-
POHMTEJILHYIO CHCTEMY, HO TEM HE MEHEEe OHa BCE Xe
CylecTByeT, nNoHuMaetre? Bce npom3ouuio ciauiLkoM
OGbICTPO, TaK YTO MbI MPAaKTHYECKH HUYETO HE YCIENH
npeanpyHATh. Ho Gosbluas yacTh TOro, 4To GBUIO Ha
BOODPYXEHHUH, MO-NPeXHEMY HaXOAMTCS 3[€Ch.

— Bl uMMeeTe B Buay... OpyXHe? — OCTOPOXHO
cnpocun bapnep.

— Jla, opyxwue, caMoJIeThl, BOEHHLle Kopabiw,
CKJIabl roploYero, XpaHwinlia — BCe, YTO MOXeJae-
Te. B To BpeMsi CylllecTBOBaJIO OFPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO
3acekpeueHHbIX 6a3. Kak TONBKO CTajJlo SICHO, YTO
BOMHa NMpOMrpaHa, s1 fyMalo, BOEHHBIM yOaJioCh CIpSi-
TaThb GOJILIIMHCTBO M3 HUX. '

IMpr MBICJIM O TOM, Kakoe OrpoOMHOe 3HayeHHe
MMeeT ero Haxonka, ma3a Bapiepa paclUIMpHIHCh OT
WU3yMJIEHHS.

— Y 3pecs...

— 30ech BCe YYTEHO M 3amporpaMMupoBaHo. Bce
CBeficHUSI 3AJI0KEHBI B KOMIMBIOTEPHYIO CHCTEMY: MeEC-
TOHaXOXIEHHE 3aceKpeYyeHHbIX BOEHHBIX 6a3 u ckia-
OB, KaKHe ToJbKO ecThb B 3ananHoit EBpore.

— Ho Torma... — ronoc Bapyiepa OporHyn oT Bo-
JIHEeHusA, — TOoraa MblI MOTIJIU ObI BOODPYXHTb LEIYIO
apMHUIo.

— IlpakTHyecku — ma, — THXO oTBeTHia YepurH.

— Y10 310 3HAYMT?

— S He 3Hal0, KaK BOUTH B 3Ty MH}opMaLHIO, —
Yeputn caenana OBMXEHHE pyKaMH, Kak Obl OXBaThl-
Basg Bce IoMellleHHe. — Bosbluasg yacTth obopymoBa-
HMS, cyast 1Mo BceMy, He paboraeT, MoyTH Bcs UHoOp-
MalMsi 3aKOAMpOBaHa.
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— .Haneloch, BBl BCe-TaKH. CMOXETE 4YTO-HMOYIb
caenatb?

— Ecam 6wl s Gonbiie pa3bupajiach B KOMITbIOTE-
pax, — HeBeceJyio yabiGHynach YeputH, — M pacrnosa-
raja 6bl JOCTAaTOYHBIM BPEMEHEM...

— CKOJIbKO UMEHHO 3TO 3aiMeT? — IMOMHTEPECOo-
payicsi Bapnep. ’

— BcnoMHuTe Moit otBeT 2XKaHy, Korma OH CHpo-
CWJI, CKOJIbKO BpEMEHM €My MnoTpebyeTcs, YToObl pa3-
rajgaTth TailHy TaHKa, — BONPOCOM Ha BOINPOC OTBETH-
na Yepurn.

— 3HayuT, BBl ToJIaraere...

—_ 51 nonaraio, 4TO HaiiieHHOe HaMH OyIeT o4YeHb
CJIOXHO, NMOYTH HEBO3MOXHO MPUMEHHUTb Ha MpPaKTH-
Ke. MHe oyeHb Xaib pa3oyapoBbIBaThb BaC, — B3[OX-
HyB, NMpuOaBUia OHa, — HO BCE€ 3TO... HE 3Hal0... BO3-
MOXHO, TaK OyAeT naxe Jydlle...

— Y Hac ecTb HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK, KOTOpble He-
[UIOXO pa3bMpaloTCsd B KOMIIbIOTEpaX, — XMYPO 3aMe-
tun Bapnep.

— Hy u uto, — noxana rueyamMd YepuTH, OTO-
pBaBIIKCh OT KommnbloTepa. — Iloseprte, Baprep, Bam
3TO MPHUHECET He MHOTO Mojb3bl. TeM Gonee BPAA n
Bbl Koraa-HUGYIb CMOXeTe BHIOpaThCA M3 roposa.

— Ha, ato Tak, — cornacwics Bapnep, u nuLo ero
HCKa3WIoCh OT rHeBa. — Ho TOJIbKO MMOTOMY, YTO MBI
6e30py>XHbl. MBI M CylIecTBYeM JIMIIbL AO TeX TNop,
MoKa HaM 3TO pa3peluaioT. A 4eM HaM 60poTbcsi npo-
THB MOPOHOB? — OH C SPOCTbIO YAapui Mo Kobype
nucronera. — Ecnu 6B y Hac 6bUT0 no6osbulie TaH--
KOB, HarojoGue Tex, 4yto JKaH HauleJl Ha OCTpOBe,
WK XOTs Obl mapouyka poGOTOB...

YepuTH enBa ymepxajiach, YTOOBI He CKasaThb TO,
YTO BEPTEJIOCH Y ee Ha s3bike. OHa NMpeKpacHO MOHH-
Majia 4yyBcTBa Bapiiepa, HO MoIIa TOJIBKO IOCOYYB-

[§
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CTBOBaTh eMy. PasyMmeercsi, BbIMrpaTh BOIHY C INpH-
wenbuaMu 6e3 opyxuss — o6 3ToM Heuero ObuUIO U
aymars!..

— Ho noka peunb He 06 3TOM, — npoaonxan bap-
nep. — MHe xopolwo H3BecTHO, 4To Takoe HATO.
OuyeBUAHO, BOEHHbIE MPUIPATAIU HE TOJIbLKO OPYXHE,
a OCTaBMWJIM .cllle OYeHb MHOroe U3 TOro, YTO HaM HyX-
HO M 4YeMy MbI MOXeM HayuuTbcsi. M1 Bce 2TO Haxo-
OUTCS 3[ECh.

— Ja, — B3goxHyna Yeputu. — Ho s He npen-
CTaBJSAI0 JaXe, C Yero HayuHaTh.

— Y Hac ecTb BpeMs, — Bo3pa3un bapnep. — Bel 1
BalIM IpY3bsi MOXETE OCTaThCsl Yy HAC M MOMOYbL HaM.

— DBolock, YTO MMEHHO 3TOrO0 MBI U HE CMOXEM
chenatb, — yCTaJIbIM ToJIocOM npousHecna Yeputu. —
Mpil npeacTaBisieM IJisi BaC OTPOMHYIO ONnacHoOCTh. PaHo
WIH TIO3JHO MOPOHBI BCE-TaKM [OTrafaloTcs, FAE Mbl
CKpBbIBa€MCSI, U TMOSBATCA 3[ECh.

— Bo3MoxHO, 3TO Korma-HMOyab M NMPOU30MAET,
HO Bbl OKaXXeTe HaM OrpOMHYIO YCJIYTY, a Mbl B CBOIO
oyepellb TOXe noMoxeM BaM, — bBapnep Heckosnbko
3aMsicss. — BBl MoXeTe OTKIIIOUMTb MHMKPOBOJIHOBOH
6apbep? .

YepuTH KHBHYyJA.

— Toraa, noxainyiicra, caenantTe 310, — MOMPOCUI
OH. — 1 Xouy npuciaTh clofa CBOMX JIIOAEH, YTOGBI
OHH pa3obpajiInCh C 3TUMH npudopaMH. B ciyyae He-
06XOAMMOCTH Sl MOTY MOJOXIATh C HayaloM 6oeBbIX
NeWCTBHI, O TeX NMOp MokKa Bbl HEe TIOKMHETEe ropof.

BHe3anHo YepuTH 0XBaTWIO Hexopollee NMpeayyB-
crteue. OHa moayMajia, YTO, BO3MOXHO, COBEepLUMJA
olIKMOKY, BbI3BaB K XM3HMU 3Ty CMaBLUYIO MOJIyBEKO-
BbIM CHOM CTaHUMIO, M e JJaXe CTAIO [UIOXO OT 3TOH
MbICIW. YepuTH BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBaJa, YTO, €CJIU OHa
3aIEPXMUTCS1 3[eCh €lle XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE, ee INpo-
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CTO BbiBEpHET HaM3HaHKY. [leByilika GbICTPO mMoOBep-
Hynach M HamnpaBMJIach K BBIXOAY, HO MPOMAS HECKOJIb-
KO 1IaroB, CHOBa OCTaHOBMJIAaCb, 3aMETUB BBICOXILUMHIA,
NOXOXWI Ha MYMHIO TPYN COJiiaTa, ofeToro B ¢Gopmy
BOEHHO-BO3AY1UHOTO ¢hioTa. CKIOHHMBIIMCH HaJl TEJIOM,
YepuTH B3syla Y MepTBeLia OPYXHe, TSIXKENblif raMMa-
vanyyatens. [1poBepuB, 3apsKeH JIM OH, U BHUMAaTEIb-
HO NMOCMOTpPEB B OTBEPCTHE ONTUYECKOro NMpHilesa, OHa
NOBECHJIa OpYXMe Ha TUIeYO.

— ¥Yx He cobupaeTrech JIU Bbl B OJUHOYKY OOB-
SBUTb BOMHY MypaBbsM? — cbsaA3BWN bapinep.

YepuTH ocTtaBujia ero 3ameyaHue 6e3 oTBeTa, 3a-
TeM, HEMHOIO MOrojsi, MIyXO NpoM3Hecaa:

— Kaxercs, BBl XoTenu mokasatb MHe CTeHy.



ITIABA 9

B nate ner Kaiin BnepBble npuilen B TPeHUPO-
BOYHBIN KymnoJs. C Toit yXacHO# HOYHM, KOraa y Hero
oToOpain MaTb U BeCb NMPUBBIYHBIA MHpP, YTEKIIO YXe€
mHoro Boabl. Ho Kaiin ewe MHorma BCcrioOMHHasl Te
JajleKHe BpeMeHa, Korga He6o 6buIo ronybniM, a Hal
HHMM, €CJIM OH IUJIaKaJl OT rojiofia MM YCTaJIOCTH, CKJIO-
HSUIOCh HEXHOE JIMLIO MaTepH, a He 3acCThIBLIAs XHUTH-
HOBasi Macka OFpOMHOrO MypaBbsi.

OnHako BOCNOMWHAHMS WM CHBI, MOHayaly TakK
MY4YMBLIHE €ro, NOCTENEHHO TIPUXOAMJHM BCe pexe H
‘pexe, TyCKHesi ¥ 3abbiBasic. Bpemenamu Kaitna naxe
OXBaThIBAJIO YYBCTBO, UYTO IIPOLUJIOrO HHMKOIJa M He
ObUTO. A Hepeako eMy BIpPYr HauMHaJIO Ka3aTbkCsl, YTO
OH 3/IECb COBEPILUEHHO YYXOMW, M BpsiA JIM KOTAa-HHU-
OyAb CTaHET OJAHMUM M3 TeX, KTO €ro OKpyXaer.

TeMm He MeHee Kaitn yyusicst Jierko ¥ GbICTPO, CJIOB-
HO MIpaloyd BMUTHIBasi B ce6s1 3HaHMS, KaK 3TO yMeloT
nenath TonbKo AeTd. IlpaBaa, OH MOHMMaNl JaJieKO He
BCe, yeMy ero obyyanu, HO 3HaHHUS, HAKPEMNKO 3aJi0-
XEHHble B NMaMATH, JIeXaJIM TaM HENPUKOCHOBEHHBIM
rpy3oM, OXHuaasi HyXHoro yaca. Kaiuta yyunu npuHu-
MaThb CJIOXHBIE PELUEHUS W BBINOJHATH BaXXHbIE, OXBa-
ThIBaIOLME BCe 06G/JIaCTU CO3HAHMA M NOACO3HAHMS 3a-
Jlayy, C KOTOPLIMH OH BPSi JIM Obl CIpaBWICSI, HaXOA5ICh
Ha MpeXHEM ypoBHe pa3BUTHA. Kaiut Takke Hayuwics
NMpeKpacHO BJaeTb CBOMM TEJIOM M 3MOLHUSIMHU.

Bckope OH MOHSUI, YTO 3TH CHJIbHBIE YEpHBIE CY-
ILeCTBa, HABOAMBIIME Ha HEro TaKOH CTpax B NMEpBHIE
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OHU U HedesiM HOBOW XM3HH, BOBCE HE SIBJISULIMCh €ro
Bparamu. [IpaBaa, oHU He ObUIM M OPY3bsIMHU, MTOTOMY
YTO WHOTAA NMPUYHUHSIN HEBBIHOCUMYIO 60JIb, OTMpaB-
nas Kaitna B ogHy M3 CTpallHBbIX KOMHAaT, MOJIHYIO
OCTPBIX HOXeM M IUIMHHBIX, BMIUBAIOLIMUXCS B TEJIO MIII.
3aTo B 0OBbIYHOI OOCTAaHOBKE CYLIECTBa CTAHOBHIIMChH
MOC/IYIUHBIMM CNIYTaMH, C TOTOBHOCTBIO BBIMOJHSIBLIX-
MH mnouTH Joboe ero XxejnaHue. B Bo3pacte AByx c
noysioBuHo# sier Kaity1 Haydyusica BbIpaXaThb CBOH MbIC-
JIK, UCMOJIB3Ysl CJIOXHBIE npeanoxeHus. Ha kakoe-To
BpeMsl €My CTaJIO JOCTaBJATb HEU3IBICHUMYIO PaloCTh
JapaTh NOJIHYIO BOJIIO THpaHy, OGBIYHO CHAALUEMY B
KaXJIOM peGeHKe, M OeJlaTh C MypaBbsIMH, YTO TOJILKO
B3nymaercsi. Hekoropeix Kaitn gaxe 3actaBisul cpa-
XaTbCA APYT C OPYroM IO TeX Nop, NMoKa KTO-HUOyab
U3 HUX He Majaji 3aMepTBO, MCTeKast KPOBbI0. BTa Hrpa
MPUBOAWIA MaJIbuMKa B HeomnmucyeMbiit Boctopr. ITos-
aHee Kaitmy naim B pyKu OpyXHe U 3aCTaBWJIM CaMoO-
ro BCTYNUTb B CXBaTKy C HECKOJBKHMM OTPOMHBIMHU
MypaBbAMH. HecMOTpss Ha oT4YastHHOE COMNpPOTHBJIEHHE
rnocjeAHUX, OH 6e3 ocoboro Tpyda YJIOXWI MX BCEX,
onHoro 3a apyrum. Ilocre atoro Kaiuta cHoBa otBenu
B Ty YXaCHYIO KOMHaTy, Iie eMy He pa3 NpHXOAHJIOCH
Tak MHoro ctpagatb. OYHYBIIMCh OT GecrnaMsTCTBa,
KOTOpBLIM BCEraa 3aKaHYMBAIUCH NMONOOHbBIE Mocelle-
HUSI, OH BIOPYr KaK-TO Cpa3y. OCO3Hajl, YTO 4epHble
CylllecTBAa — BOBCE He MIPYWIKM M He pabel, a ero
BepHble ciayrH. IlpaBaa, oHHM €1Ba JIK CTOMJIM JIOPOXeE
MPOCTOro0 MexaHH3Ma, TeM He MeHee ObUIO HEXOpOLUO
YHHUYTOXATh MX MPOCTO TaK, M3-3a Kalnpu3a WM IUIO-
xoro HactpoeHusi. M Kaitn nepecran sto menats.

Tak B nNATWIETHEM BO3pacTe OH BnepBue OLLyTHI
TMPUKOCHOBEHHE CMEPTH.

Huxro HukKorga He oOBSCHSIT eMy, YTO TakKoe Tof,
Mecsill WIH JeHb, HUKTO HHKoraa He ropopwn Kaiury,
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CKOJIbLKO BpEMEHM OH MNpOO6bLI 34€Cb M CKOJbKO €My
ele OCTalOoCh...

Y Kaiina 6bu1 Apyr, mo UMeHH Mapk, ¢ KOTOpbIM
OHHM YacTO pa3roBapuvBajli BO BpEMsI TPEHHpPOBOK.
HecmoTpsa Ha TO, YTO Mera-BOMHBI CUMTAIMCh BOMHA-
MM-OJWHOUYKAMH, HE MMEBILMMHM TNpPaB Ha KaKue-JIn6o
yyBcTBa, Kain ogHaxabl OCO3HaI, YTO €ro KakKMM-TO
HEOOBSICHUMBIM OOpa3oM TAHET K 3TOMY TEMHOBOJIO-
coMmy, Gosiee BBICOKOMY M CHJIBHOMY, Y€M OH CaM,
MalbuMKy. B rmyoune aymm Kaitn nmoHumai, yto no-
NOo6GHOE YyBCTBO HENOCTOIHO HacCTOSILIEro BOMHa, MO-
3TOMY XpaHWJ ero riyboko B cepaue, KaKk HeKylo TaW-
HY, O KOTOpOit HUKTO He JOJDKEH ObLI 3HaTb, TeM Gosee
cnyry. Ecny no3ponssio Bpemsi, Apy3bs 6ecefoBain npu
BCTpeYyax, Ha YTO MypaBbM B3UPaJIX C HEAOBOJILCTBOM,
XOTA U He MpeanpyuHUMaIN -HUKaKUX Mep, YToObl mnpe-
ceyb noaoGHoe noseaeHUe.

TlocKoJIbKY BOCIMMUTAHHMKU ObUIM €llle OYeHb MO-
JIOAbI, 3aHSATHUS C HUMM NPOXOAMJIM B MEPBOM M3 Tpex
FMTaHTCKUX cepebpsiHbIX KyMoJIOB, rae Obljla HCKYC-
. CTBEHHO co3laHa ocobasi 30Ha C MOCTOSTHHO U3MEHSI0-
1LeHcsl TEMIIepaTypoif, OCBELLIEHHEM M CHJION TSDKECTH,
a Ha KaXIOM LUary MX IIOACTEpErajyd BCEBO3MOJXXHBIE
ornacHOCTH. HecMOTpsi Ha TO, YTO CJIYrH, HeCcyllue OT-
BETCTBEHHOCTb 3a OOyYeHHE MaJIBYMKOB, HUKOIIAa He
CHUCXOOWIHM JI0 TOTrO, YTOOBI MpeayrnpeauTb CBOMX IO-
JIONEYHbIX O Kakoi-Iub0o OcoOEeHHO CTpalliHOoi orac-
HOCTH, MOAKapayJMBalOlLEH UX B ITOM HCKYCCTBEHHO
CO3JaHHOM MMpe, BpeMsi, INPOBOAMMOE 3[eCh, BCEraa
Kasajioch Kaitry cBoeo6Gpa3HbIM NPUKIIOUEHUEM, DHUC-
KOBaHHO, HO BOJIHYIOIIEH M 3axBaTblIBalollleil UIpOM,
KOTOpasli 3acTaBjisla ero- peofoJjieBaTb BCE HOBBIE U
HOBbIE MCNBITAHUS. )

Kak npaswio, cjlyFM HUKOrga He 3aXOAWIM B 3TOT
KyInoJji, pa3Be TOJbKO IUISI TOro, YToO6Bl YHECTH MeEpT-
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BLIX WJIM BMELUATBbCA, €CJIU MOBEAECHHUE KaKoro-HHOYAb
yYeHMKa BBIXOAMJIO 3a paMKM A03BoJieHHoro. CMepTh
B XM3HM MaJIbYMKOB CKOpPO CTajla JOBOJIbHO OOBbIY-
HbIM sIBJIEHMEM, TaKHUM Xe, KaK 3aHSATHUs MeauTaLuen
WIM YPOKH TMMHO3a. BpeMs OT BpeMeHM OHH GbUIH
CBUACTEAMM TOTO, KaK YMMpaeT TOT WIM MHOH yde-
HUK, U caMM moayvyaiu yBeubsi. Kaiin Toxe 6bl1 He
pa3 paHeH, HO He HAaCTOJbKO Cepbe3HO, 4YTO6Bl €ro
OpraHM3M, OTHbIHE O0JlafalolMii YAUBHUTEIBHONH CITO-
COGHOCTBIO K BOCCTaHOBJIEHMIO, He crmpaBuiicg OBl C
3TUM.

MaibuMKOB Jiep>XXali B [TOCTOSHHOM HallpsSIXXEeHHH,
yCTpauBasi UM BCEBO3MOXHbIe MCIbITAHUSI Ha GBICTPOTY
peakuLMH, JIOBKOCTb, cooOpa3utesibHOCTb. [lopora, no
KOTOpO# OHM OOJIXHBI ObUIM MATH Ha 3TOT pa3, Mnpo-
Jleraja Mexny HU3eHbKHMX NMecYaHbIX AIOH, MOCTOSSHHO
MEHSIOLUX CBOIO GOpMY M YacCTO COCTOSILUMX HE TOJIb-
KO M3 rmecka. HeoxunaHHO CBEpX4YYBCTBUTENBHBIN CyX
Mapka ynoBun Kakoi-To ciiabblif 3ByK, JOHOCHBIIHM-
cs.M3 coBeplueHHO 6e3obuaHoro Ha Bun xonma. Oc-
TaHOBMUBLUMCb Ha 6e30MacHOM pacCTOSIHMM OT COIKH,
MaJIbMUKM LUIBLIDHYJIW B Hee KaMeHb. Ilecok TyT xe
B30PBAJICSI OTPOMHBIM KOJIHMYECTBOM MaJIeHbKHX (DOH-
TaHYMKOB, a BCJie[l 32 3TUM Ha INOBEPXHOCTb BhUIE3Ja
uenasi apMHUsl MEJIKMX, HO CMepTeJIbHO OMacHbIX Hace-
KOMBIX. '

EnBa opysbs ycrnieJim MUHOBaTb 3TO MECTO, KaK Ha
iopore MOSIBUJICS «MSACHHUK», TaK OHH NPO3BAIN MEX-
Ay co6oif OBYXCIOJIOBUHOMMETPOBYIO MAlLKHY, C KO-
TOPOH yXXe HEOLHOKPaTHO BCTpeyasiHch. CTaibHOE .Ty-
JioBulle po60Ta OTAAIEHHO HallOMMHAJIO TEJIO MypaBbs
M COCTOSUIO B OCHOBHOM M3 OCTPBhIX KaK OpHUTBa HO-
Xe#, ne3BMil M KIMHKOB, KOTOphIE, MOJAparvBasi, C
OrPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO BpalllaJIMCh B JIIOOOH MJIOCKOC-
TH ¥ 10X JIIOGBIM yriioM. PoGOT nepeBUrajicss He OYeHb
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6bICTpO, HO NBITaThCA Yy6exaTh OT Hero GbUTO Oec-
cMbicnieHHo. He ocraHaBiuBasicb ¥ HU Ha CEKyHIy He
3aMelss X0, OH 6e3 ycTanu mnpecienoBall CBOM Xep-
TBbl. MaJjleHbKHe pyuHble M3JTyyaTesu, KOTOPbIMH ObUTH
oObluHO BOOpYyXeHbl Kais M ero ToBapuuiyd, He Mor-
N1 TIpUYUHHUTL €My HHU Maveiiiero Bpena. Ho n y
9TOr0 MOHCTpPa CYyLIECTBOBajIa CBOSI aXHJIJIECOBa TsiTa:
nepekiioyaTe/ib, HeOOJIbIIOE XEJNTOE OKOLIEYKO Ha
3aaHei TMOBEPXHOCTU rojosbl. JoGpaBlIKMCh OO HEro
WIH NpPOCTO JIOBKO LUBBIPHYB Tyda KaMeHb, MOXHO
6bLJI0 B OAHY CEKYHAOY OCTAaHOBHUTb YyIOBHILE, Npe-
BpPaTHB €ro B 3aCTHIBLUIEro CTAJIbHOTO MUCTYKaHa.

YcnbiniaB XapakTepHbIA 3BYK, C KOTOPLIM OGLIYHO
NnepeaBUTajIC «MSICHMK», OpY3bsi, HE pa3ayMbiBas,
6pocunuch BpacCHINIHYIO, PacCYMThBIBass Ha TO, 4TO
poboT He CMOXET mnpecjiefoBaTh ABYX Oeryiux B pas-
HBIX HamnpaBJIEHUSIX JIIOAeH, H KTO-TO U3 HHUX CyMeeT
MCHNOJIb30BaTh GJIarONPHATHYIO BO3MOXHOCTb M BbIBe-
IEeT U3 CTposl Xeje3HYlo TBapb. K 3ToMy BpeMeHM
ApY3bsl yXX€ MHOroe 3HajlM M YMEJIH, HO HeE YCHEIH
YACHHUTB, YTO BCEro MpeayCMOTPETb NMPOCTO HEBO3MOX-
Ho. Tak cayywnoch M Ha 3TOT pa3. 3aMETHB cpeau
AIOH BHE3aIHO ITOSIBUBLLUErocsi «MsiCHUKa», Kaitn u
Mapk oxuganud, 4TO TOT, HEMHOro IOMeIIMB, Gpo-
cuTCs, Kak o6bIYHO, Ha ofHOro M3 HUX. OIHaKo npo-
M30LI0 HETNpeABUACHHOE.

CHayanma po60T, AeHCTBHTENbHO, Ha KaKoe-TO
MIHOBEHHE 3aCTblUJI, CBEpJI CBOM XEPTBHI XOJOAHBIM
B3[JISIAOM SJIEKTPOHHBIX [Jla3, M... pacrniajicsi Ha [Be
yactH. U3 HeyKkIloXero IBYXMETPOBOTO KOJIOCCA He-
OXHMIaHHO 06pa30BaJIOCh Ba MOAPArMBaIOILIUX METal-
JIMYECKUX DJUIMIICOMOA, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPYXXEHHBIX
BpalalOLUMHUCST HOXAMHU M KOMNBbSIMH.

Kaitn MrHOBEHHO OLIEHWJI CUTYalHIO H C 6BICTpPO-
TOH MOJIHMM OpOCHIICS B CTOPOHY, YCNEB 3aMETHTh
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KpaeM IJla3a, YTO IFpO3Hasi MalllMHa HeceTcsl NMpSMOo Ha
Hero, Habupasi XoA4 M JeJias NP 3TOM MOLIHBIE TPbLIK-
k1. MonHueHocHasi peakuusi He noasena Kaitna: or-
* TOYEHHBIE JIE3BUSA «MSACHHKa» NMPOHECIIUCh MHMO, Aaxe
He 3aaeB ero. Kaiin ObicTpo moaHsiica Ha ‘HorH. On-
HHMM TNPBDKKOM IPEOIOJIEB pacCcTOssHHEe n0 bapaxTtaio-
uierocsi, 6e3ycnelwHo MnbiTalollerocss Bbli6GpaThCs M3
necka po6oTa, OH yXBaTWICS 3a IBa OCTPbIX KaK OpHT-
Ba, M3OTHYTbIX JIe3BMSA, 3aTEM M30 BCEX CHJI OTKJIO-
HUJICSL Ha3afl, MPHUXal K XHWBOTY KOJIEHH H, He Tepss
'HM JONH CEKYHIbl, PE3KO BHIMIPSIMHB HOIH, HaHec
_MalliuHe ynap.

B To Xe MrHoBeHue jieBylo ctynHio Kaiina npo-
H3Wla pe3Kas 6o0Jib — B Hee riyboKO BOH3HWJICH OCT-
pblii CTaJIbHOW LIXUIT, HO BHE3alMHBbIA TOMYOK 3aCTaBHI
«MSICHHKa» ToTepsiTh paBHoBecue. Ha cexynny Kaiuny
MOKa3aJloCh, YTO BCE IIOTEPSHO W €My He YAaloch
ONMPOKMHYTh KOBapHbIit MexaHH3M. Ho yxxe oTkaTsIBa-
SICh Ha3ajl, OH yBUZeJ, KaK po6oT, KyBHIPKasiChb U pa3-
MaxuBasi HOXaMH, TNpPOJieTeJl MeTpa YeThIpe TO BO3IMY-
Xy M CO CTpallHBIM I'POXOTOM PYXHYJ Ha MecOoK.

He o6pauass BHUMaHHUsi Ha GOl B HOre U CTpy-
UBLIYIOCS U3 paH Ha pyKax KpoBb, Kaitnm Bckouyun Ha
HOrM u Bpocwicst Brepen, K poboTy, KOTOpbiit Ge3yc-
MELHO TMBITAICA NMOOHATHCA. «MSACHHUK» TO CXHMal,
TO pa3XKMMaJl TOHKHE HOXKH-TIPOTE3kl, B CJIENOM. ipoc-
TH BOH3asl B 3eMJII0 3TH CMepTeJbHbie OpyIHusl, B3Me-
Tasg Ha MeTpPOBYIO BbICOTY ¢oHTaHHI necka. Kain euie
CeKyHOy HaOJofan cTpaliHble IMOTYTM MCKYCCTBEHHO-
ro YyIoBH1La, XeJiast I0 KOHLa YOeanuThCs, 4TO 60SThb-
cq GoJsiblle Hevyero: «MSICHMK» yX€ He BCTAaHET U He
6pocCHTCS Ha HEro — MOTOM MOBEPHYJICSI B CTOPOHY
Mapka ¥ ero nNpoTHBHHKA.

Ero npyry nosesio MeHblue. O4eBHOHO, OH, KakK
u Kaitn, neiTasics yBepHyTbCsi OT poboTa, HO He Cy-
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Men. «MSsICHUKY» BCe-TaKHM YyOajloCh MOIMaThb €ro M
OpocuTh Ha 3emito. Kaitn ysBuaen Tonbko oBan M3
XPOMMPOBAHHOTIO Xejie3a M Aepralollrecs noj Kopmny-
COM MexaHWYecKoro y6uiilibl Hord Mapka. 3aTteM mnoc-
JIbIIANCS FPOMKHi Borb. B To e MrHOBEHME B3[bl-
MaeMble CTpPallHBIMU OPYAMSIMHU CTPYH MNecka
OKpacuJIuCb B KpacHBIM 1LBeT, a Horn Mapka nepe-
CTaJIM LUIEBEJNUTHCA.

BckpukHyB, Kaitn 6pocuiics Bnepen... «MsCHUK»
yXe ycrnej OTBaJIuTbCsl OT CBOEH XEPTBbI, NOBEPHYJICS
M, B3MaxHYB OKDOBaBJIEHHBIMM JIE3BUSIMU, TPUrOTO-
BwiIca K 6010 c HOBBIM NMpOTMBHUKOM. Kaitn 3abbin
BCE, YeMy €ro Koraa-To y4uJu, BCE€, YTO OH 3Hajl O
TIOBENEHUH B CJIOXHBIX, 3KCTPEMAIbHBIX CHUTYaLUsX,
nyMasi ToJIbko 06 ogHOM: MapKy yrpoxaeTt cMepTeib-
_Hasi ONMacHOCTb, U OH JIO/DKeH eMy Nnomoub. C ANKUM
xpukoM Kaitn Gpocuncss Ha poboTa, CXBaTH/ OAUH M3
BpallalOILMUXCSI TECAKOB M PE3KO AEPHYJ MeXaHuyec-
KOro Kwjulepa. 9TO CTOWJIO €My ABYX MNajiblieB, 3aTO
«MSICHUK» ObUl OTOpOLUEH Ha HECKOJIbKO METpPOB B
ctopoHy. Ucnyckas yxacHble BomiH, Kaitn cHoBa aTta-
KOBa1 poboTa M C CHJIOH ymapusl MO TOHKHM CTajlb-
HBIM HOXKaM TBapH.

[ToTepsB paBHOBEeCHE, «MSACHHK» PYXHY/N Ha 3€M-
Jio B Metpe ot Kaitna, ycrnes npu 3TOM OOTAHYTbCS
IO €ero JiMlia MeTaUIMYEeCKUM JIe3BUEM M pa3opBaTh
_weky. Ho B Ty xe cexyHay kynak Kaina o6pyuuics
Ha MaJIeHbKOe OKOLLIeYKO Ha 3aThliKe poboTa. «Msc-
HHUK» cpa3sy 3acTbUl, NpeBPaTUBIUUCH B NPOCTON Mep-
TBBIIf KYCOK MeTaisa.

Tonbko Tenepp Kaitn 3acroHan. OH elle He Ha-
YYHICS TMOJIHOCTBIO OTKIIOYaTh pHU3HyecKyro 60b, HO
YXe yMeJl MOoAaBiATh €€, CHUXasA MOpor 4YyBCTBUTEJb-
Hocty. Kaityl MeleHHO BBINMPSIMUJICS, APOXa C rojio-
BB 10 HOT. Bce nabuio y Hero nepeq riasaMu, cepiile
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CTyyano, KaKk MOJIOT; U3 MHOTOYHCJIEHHBbIX paH TeKa
KpoBb. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK MEUIEHHO MCCSIKAIOT CHIbI,
HO HECMOTpsi Ha 3TO, MOKayuBasCh, nobpen Kk Mapky.

Mapk euie Haxonwics B co3HaHHMH. Bce ero Tteno
NpeAcTaBIsiNo coboit OOHY CIUIOLIHYIO KPOBAaBYIO paHy;
MEeCOK, Ha KOTOPOM OH JieXal, Moao6HO OrpoMHoOI
ryoke BMUTBIBI CTPYSLIYIOCS KpPOBb. YMaB Ha KoJie-
Hu, Kaitn ckionuncss Han gpyroMm. Tot yBumen ero,
HO JMLWb 6e33ByYHO nouieBenns rybamu. Bekope Kaitn
MOHSJI, MOYEMY: ONHO U3 JIE3BUI «MSCHMKa» Mnepepe-
3ano MapKy ropyio. YxacHass paHa 4YeM-TO HaIllOMH-
Hajla KpacHbI YXMBUISIOIIMICS POT KJIOyHa. B rmasax
Mapka 3acTblJIO BbIpaXeHHE HEBbIpa3UMON MYKH.

OH yMmupai.

Kaitn B oTyassHMM 3axall pyKOH CTpalIHYIO paHy
Ha ero lee U 3aKpuyain:

— Mapk! He apnuu! Tlocrapaiics He abiwiars!
CKoHUeHTpHpYyi#ics!

OH yBuIen B, Ijlasax Apyra CMsTEHHe, MOYTH MNa-
HUKY WU TMNOHsJI, 4YTO CJIENOM CTpax CMEpPTH 3acTaBMJI
Mapka 3a6eiTh Bce, uemy ero. yymau. Oco3HaB, 4TO
Mapk ymupaer, Kaitr cam ensa He nonaasics raHMKe.
Her, atoro He momkHo npou3soittu! Tonsko He Mapk!
Tonbko He eNMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE B 3TOM
MHpe 4TO-TO 3HAYWIO 1A Hero!..

— He ymwupait! — B otyagHuu kpuyan Kaiin. —
Hanpsarucs! Thi Xe 3Haellb, Kak 3To- genats! Cobe-
PUCh Xe, HaKOHel, WAUOT!

HeoXuaaHHO YTO-TO NMPOM3OULUIO C OCBELIEHUEM,
Kak 6ynaTo KTo-TO HamnpaBuil Ha Kaitna u ero ymupa-
IoUEero Apyra sipkKvii Jiyd TpOXeKTopa. 3aTeM CBepXy
pa3pancsi MeTaLTMYECKHUH roJioc:

— Kaitn! Yro TeI 30ech Oenaeiup?!

Kaitn Henpou3BoNBHO B3APOTHYJN M CO CJie3aMH Ha
Masax MocMOTpen Ha He6o, roayboi cBOJ KOTOpOro

381



CHOBa TNpPEBpaTWICS B TNPHUBBIYHBIA OT/IMBAIOLLUMI ce-
pe6pUCTBIM GecKOM MeTaunyeckuit Kynon. IIpsimo Ha
HEro CBEPXY GLICTPO OMYCKalach YbSI-TO YEPHAsl TEHb.

— Mapk! — kpuyan Kaiul, npononxas TpACTH IOHO-
wy. — CKOHUeHTpupy#it BHMMaHue! [MocTapaiics He
auiate! B TBoeH KpoOBH HOCTaTOYHO Kuciopona. Uc-
nonb3yi ero. Eciv Thl cyMeeulb npoaepXxaTbcsi, NMoka
He 3aKpOIOTCSl paHBl, Thl BbXMBellb. Caenait xe 310!
Cpenait xe 310, HaKOHel!

Kaiin Tpsic Mapka, Kak ofep>XuMblii, He 3aMeyas,
YTO TOT YX€ HHM Ha 4YTO He pearupyer: Mapk 6bui
MepTB. Oco3HaB 310, Kain enBa He norepsin paccy-
Hok. OH BCKPHUKHYJ] M Hayaj elle CHbHee TPSCTH
Mapka, faxe yoapui ero mo avuy, Kak Gyaro xoren
OXHBHUTb CBOEro [pyra.

Mexay TeM TEMHBI NpeAMET B HeGe yBeJIWuYuBal-
¢ npsAMO Ha Tna3ax. OMYCTHBIIMChL C XYTKHUM BOEM
Ha rpebeHb MCKYCCTBEHHOIO MMeCYaHOro XojMa Mo3a-
oM Kanna, oH pasgenuiicss Ha ABE YacTH, M3 KOTOPLIX
K HEMY TOPOIUJIMBO HaNpaBWIKCh [Ba MayKooGpa3HbIX
cyliecTBa. 3T0 ObUIM CIIYTH.

Kaiin ornsiHyncs. [HeB M oT4asiHMe BHE3allHO CMe-
HWIKNCh B HEM HEHaBHCTBIO M TOWM [OAUKOH SpOCThIO,
KOTOpasi BCKMIIaeT B KPOBU MNOAOOHO pacKajieHHOH
JlaBe, U He CYLUECTBYET CHJIbI, CIIOCOOHON YKpPOTHUTH
ee. UcnycTuB yxacHbIit Boruib, Kaitn BCKHHYN M3ny-
yaTelb M BBICTPENW! B OJHOrO M3 MypaBbeB: TOT TYT
Xe cKopuwicsi oT Gonu. 3aMeTHB, YTO BTOpO¥ ciyra
MOAHUMAET OpYXXHe M NMpHLeNnBaeTcss B Hero, Kaitn c
ObIcTpOTOM MOJNHHMHM Gpocuics B cTopoHy. Bosb npu-
Jajia eMy HeyeJIOBEYeCKyl0 CHJly, He OCTaBUB MYypaBblO
HM eOUMHOro waHca Ha craceHue. ITamas Ha cnuHy,
Kaiin ycnen BLICTPENHTDb ellie pa3, 3aMETHB C XECTO-
KOH pafoCTblO, YTO UYYyJOBHULUE BHEIDOHWIO OpPYXHE U
OTMNpBITHYJIO Ha3all, U31aB MPOH3UTENbHBINA, HATIONTHEH-
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Hbl#t 6onblo cBUcT. Kaitn cHoBa HanmpaBWI M3ny4aTesb
Ha MepBOro MypaBbsi, KOTOPBII BCE ellle KOMOLIWICS B
necke, 6e3ycrneliHoO MbiTasicb MOAHATLCA. BoicTpen u
Ha 3TOT pa3 gocTtur uenu. I[lpaBma, MOLIHOCTH M3NTy-
yaTesisi OKa3ajloCch HEAOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI NMPO6GUTH MaH-
UMpb YydOBMILA, HO €e XBaTWO, YTOOBbl NMPHUYHHUTH
€My CHJIbHYI0 6osb. MypaBeil onsiTb pyXHya1 Ha 3eM-
JIO ¥ TPOMKO 3allMIies, 3aKpbiB TOJIOBY BCEMH uye-
ThIpbMS KOHEYHOCTSIMH.

" He ycnen Kaiin noBepHyTbcsl, YTOOBI paCKBUTaThCH
€O BTOpPBbIM MypaBbeM, KakK C Heba NpsAMO Ha Hero ynana
6esio-romy6ast MonHMs. Bce BOKpYr cpa3dy morpyswioch
B TeMHOTY, U Kaiu1, norepsiB co3HaHHe, ynaj Ha MECOoK.

* ¥ *
Bor u CreHa, — noka3aB Ha Kpail Jieca, npoH3-
Hec Bapnep. — Bbl Begb caMM XOTEJH €e YBHMIETb,
He Tak au?

[Tpoilno He MeHee YETBEPTH 4aca, C TexX MOP KakK
OHHM MOKHWHYJIM pa3pyllieHHOe NMOCOJILCTBO M HaMpaBH-
JIUCh B CTOPOHY, NMPOTHUBOTNOJIOXHYIO BBIXOAY M3 MET-
po. JIXYHIJIM MOCTENEHHO CTAaHOBMJIMCb Bce TyLIE H
rywe, ¥ YepuTH norajanach, 4TO OHU NPUGAUKAQTCA
K rpaHuue Cso6onHo# 30HBI. _

Ewme nBsa-Tpu iuara, 3apociM 3aKOH4YaTCs, M 3a
HUMU HayHeTCs... YTo, CO6CTBEHHO rosops?..

DHepreTHyeckuit WUT?. Maruyeckuit Kymnosn Mo-
POHOB?..

OnHako mnepes HUMH... HUYEro He OKa3ajochk. DTO
6bUI0 HeuTo Heocs3aeMoe. YepuTH HHMKOTOa He BHIeE-
Ja HuUyero Gosee ynuBuTenbHoro. HecMorps Ha To, .
YTO OHM HaxXOOWJIUCh He Gojiee YeM B METpe OT HeBH-
OUMOM TpaHMLBI, He ObUIO 3aMETHO HH COXKEHHBIX
pacTeHHWi, HU cleloB Ha rycToii TpaBe. IIpsmo nepen

383



HUMM pacCTHIANCSA MBIIIHBIA KOBEP M3 MXOB, JIMLLAK-
HHKOB M KOpHe#i, cpa3dy 3a KOTOpPbIM HauyMHaJCs Myc-
TBIHHbIH, MOKPBITHI TPaBOM M pa3BaJIMHaMH JlaHAUIadT
M FIe-TO B HEBUAWMOMN IaJM CIAMBAJICS Ha JIMHUM TO-
pHM30HTa ¢ HeGoM. Bce BOKpYr BBHIMIAAENO TaK, KakK
OyATO MMEHHO pacTeHMsl NOCTHIJIM Ha 3TOM IMJjaHeTe
BbICILIE TOUKM Pa3BUTHUS XHU3HH.

[MTocne Hemonrux nouckoB Bapjep orioMman ot
IepeBa HeGOMbIUOH CYK M, CWJIBHO pa3MaxXHYBILKCH,
©pocHJ1 ero NpsiMo B NMPOCTHpaBILUKECs Nepes Ia3amMH
pa3BaJIMHBL.

K ynuBnenuio YeputH, cyk He nepeneten CTEHBI.
OH Kcyes, egBa KOCHYBLUIMCh HEBUOMMOMN TIpaHMLBbI,
3a KOTOPOH KOHYAIMCh JXYHIJIM U HauMHanach cepas
MpayHasi 3¢MJid. DTO NMPOM3OLUIO NMPOCTO U CITOKOM-
HO: HMKAaKOM BCMBILIKKA, HUKAKOrO AbIMa WIU OpBI3-
HYBLIMX B pa3Hble -CTOPOHbI MCKp — Huuero. Kycok
IepeBa NpocTto becluyMHO Mucye3. YepHUTH ¢ uU3yMJe-
HMeM nocMmoTtpena Ha Bapnepa.

— OHa... Bcerga Tak aeicrtyer?

ToT KHUBHYN."

— Jla, HUYTO He MOXET MPOHMKHYTb Tyda MU
NpHUHATH OTTyjA.

He roBopss Gonbiie HM cioBa, YepuUTH cHsa C
TUieya NMpHXBAaYEHHBIN €10. B MOCOJBCTBE raMMa-HU3Iy-
yaTeJib ¥ HanpaBWJia ero CTBOJL Ha 3aKOIMYeHHbIE pa3-
BaJIMHBI HaXOAMBLUErocsi 1Iarax B MATUIOECATH OT HHX
noma. bapnep xmypo Habnogan 3a 3TUMHM NMPHUIOTOB-
JICHUAMU. YepUTH pEeLIMTENIbHO HaXajla Ha CIyCKO-
BO# MexaHU3M. B Ty Xe ceKyHNy TOHKHIl CBETJIO-TO-
ny6oi#t >HEepreTHYEeCKHU# Jiyd, KOCHYBIUMCb CTEHBI
31aHMsA, NPO6GUN ee, OCTaBUB B MeCTe IMOMNaJaHUsA MeT-
poBOE OTBEPCTHE.

OnyctnB opyxue, YepuTn nmogoxnajga HeCKOJbKO
CEKYHI, 3aTeM NOBECHJIa €ro Ha ILUIevo.
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— Hy v uto 310 NOKa3bIBaeT? — HeIOYMEHHO CIIpO-
cwn bapnep. )

— Huuero, kpoMe TOro, 4ro 3Ta.cTeHa He Ha-
CTOJIBKO YX HEINpOHMLaeMa.

Bapnep HeBeceso paccmesuics.

— Benb 3TO naszep, He TakK JHU? — CNPOCWI OH,
NOKa3biBasi Ha M3JyyaTelib.

Y Hero caMoro Ha ruUieye BHcCeNl TaKOH Xe, KOTO-
pblii OH, TIO npuMepy YepuTH, B3sU1 B MOCOJBCTBE.
OpHako noka euie bapnep ¢ GOABLIMM COMHEHHEM
paccMaTpMBaJl OpyXHe, He peliasich ITyCTUTb €ro B XO/.

YeputH MojYa KMBHYJA.

— B o6ueM-To, YTO TaKoe 3TOT JIyd — HE YTO
HHOEe, KaK CKOHLIEHTPUPOBAHHBIH NOTOK CBeTa, — PH-.
nocogcku 3ametun Bapnep. — 51 He cobupalock ocna-
puBath TO, yto CTeHa mpomyckaeTr cBeT. Ho Ham ot
3TOTO MaJIO MMOJIb3HI.

— ITonunmalo, — cpanacr YepuTH, He OTBOIA IJa3
OT HEBUAMMOMN, Hecylueil CMepTh JIMHUH, OTAEISIOLEH
ropoZl OT TAaKOro Xe IyCTBIHHOTro. MHpa. — M KakoBa
MPOTSXKEHHOCTh 3TOM CTeHbI? — CIpOCHIa OHa.

— He 3Hal0, HUKTO U3 Hac HHUKOTJA He Mepexoami
Ha ApYIyI0 CTOpPOHY DEKH, — IOXaB IUIeYaMH, OTBE-
TUn Bapnep. — ITo-BuauMomy, 3ta noixycdepa umeer
OKOJIO CTa KWIOMETPOB B IOTNEpeYHHKe.

Heckonbko cexyHn YepuTH HanpsDKEHHO OyMaia.

— A 3TO 3HayMT...

— ... 4TO ee LIEHTP NPOXOAMT Kak pa3 nox Ditde-
JieBoit GaluHeit, — moaTeepaua ee aoraaky Baprep.

— HHorma MHe KaxeTcs, — C yOUBJICHUEM IJsAld
Ha Hero, NpousHecia YepuTH, — 4TO BH yMeeTe YH-
- TaTh YyXHe MBICIIH. '

— DT0 BOBCE He CNIOXHO, — YJhGHynAcsa Bapiep. —
OcobeHHo, KOrla OHH COBMNANaIOT C TBOMMHM COOCTBEH-
HBIMH. Co MHO# 3TO ciryyaeTrcs OOBOJIBHO 4acTo.
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— Ckaxvre, Bapnep, Heyxenum HUKOMY U HUKOrIa
TaK U HE ydanoch Npobutbcsi yepe3 3Ty CreHy?

Bapsep nokavyasn rojioBoii.

— Huxkorna.

— Hy, a xak Xxe Bbl ¥ BCe OCTajIbHbIE, XHUBYLIHE B
CpoGoaHoit 3oHe? Kak Bwl monanu cioma?

— S?.. — ¢dpaHuy3 momonyan. — He 3Hao. MHe
KaxeTcs, s POAMJICS COBEPIIEHHO B JPYroM MecCTe.
Bnpouem, ¢ Tex mop npouuio OOBOJBHO MHOIO Bpe-
MeHU. Bo3MoxHO, s mpocTo BHywun cebGe 3TO, He
3Halo... PeaJIbHO 1 MOry BCITOMHMTb TOJIBKO TO BpeMs,
KOrja yXe HaxoQWJicsl 3[eCb, TO X€ KacaeTcs U Ipy-
rux, — YepuTyn nonsiTajiach nepe6buTh ero,-Ho Bapnep
TOJIbKO HETepINeJUBO MaxHY/N pyKoi: — Bo3MoXHO, BBl
caMM BCe roiiMeTe, KOrga si MOKaXxy BaM OCTalbHOE,
mucc Jleiipa.

YepuUTH CHOBa NMOCMOTpeJla Ha HEBUIHUMYIO Mpe-
rpamy, peluuB npo ceGs, YTo B uctopun bapnepa sBHO
YTO-TO He cKiaabiBaeTcs. Eif XoTejoch 0 MHOTOM pac-
CNpocuTb ero, Ho Bapnep nokasan pykoit B o6paTHy10
CTOPOHY Y TMPOH3HEC: .

— Ham nopa BosBpawatbcs. [1yth HeOAM3KMH, U
s1 Obl He XoTes, YyToOBl BallM CIYTHMKM Hayainu Gec-
MOKOUTLCSI O Bac.



IJIABA 10

— DTO NPOM3OLINO0 UMEHHO B TOT MOMEHT?

IMoBepHYyB rosoBy, HHCIEKTOp nocMoTpen Ha Cro-
yHa CBepXy BHM3, 3aTeM MoJjiYa ITOKa3aJl Ha Heloa-
BUXXHOE OOHaXXeHHOe TeJIO, NMOKOMBILIeecs Ha MNpeaHa-
3HaYE€HHOM JUISl UCClIeOBAaHHI XPOMHUPOBAHHOM CTOJIE.

— OwnbKa B ero KOppeKLHH MPOU30LLUIa UMEHHO
B TOT MOMEHT? — BHOBb NOMNBITAICS YTOYHUTH CTOYH.

W HcnekTOp MEMIHI C OTBETOM, CJIOBHO He 3Has,
YTO CKa3aTh, IMOTOM cAejiajl JBHXEHHE, IOoXoXee Ha
NMOKaYMBaHUE TOJIOBbI, U MPOU3HEC:

— He coscem. ITono6Hoe uHoraa ciyyaetcd. He
4acTo, rnpaBia, HO TaKHe CJIydyau. Bcerga UMeIOT Mec-
To. Torma Kaitn 6bU1 ellle 0O4eHb MOJIOA, U B HEM OC-
TaBIOCh CJIMIUKOM MHOro OT yYejoBeKa. Sl mojaralo,
3TO NMPOM3OLUIO TOpa3fo MO3Xe. DTOT Xe ciyyait HaM
IaBHO -U3BECTEH.

CTOYyH OTBEpHYJICA M CHOBa 3agyM4YHBO ITOCMOT-
penl Ha JiexaBilero 6e3 co3HaHus Mera-BouHa. He-
CMOTpPS Ha TO, 4To BojA Kaitna 6mUTa BHIKTIOYEHA,
KaK MalllHHa, y KOTOpPOif ‘3arTyliWJIi MOTOp, OH MO-
NpeXHEMY UCITBITHIBAN CTpax Nepel 3THM CHJIbHBIM M
CTPOMHBIM IoHOUIeH. CTOYH M caM He NMOHMMaJl, C YeM
3TO CBSI3aHO: MYYWJIO JIM €ro YyBCTBO BHHBI WIM Gec-
MIOKOMCTBO BBI3BIBAJIOCH OCO3HaHMeM Toro, uyto Kaiin
BCE ellle MNMpeICTaBISET peTbHYI0 OMacHOCTD.

CTOyH MeIJIeHHO IlepeBell B3NS4 C JIMLA Mera-
BOMHA, Ka3aBLIErocsi BO CHe TaKUM CHOKOWHBIM H
paccnabieHHBIM, Ha GoJblIOA 3KpaH, Ha KOTOPOM
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BbICBEYMBAJIUCh 3aMMUCaHHbIE TNpPHU TMOMOLUM CJIOB U
u3obpaxeHuit Mbicau Kaitna. B nepBblif MOMEHT OH
yBUOEN JHIUb OECCMBICIEHHOE YepeloBaHME Kpacok,
JIuHUIK U dopM. «Heyxenu, — yauBuiaca npo cebd
CtoyH, — B KaxXJIoM yejloBeke PYHKLIMOHHUDYET 1040~
OHbIN, HABOASILUMIT Y)XXKac MBICIUTEIbHBINA anmapatr?»

A MoxerT, ero myraeTt BoBce He Kaitn, a okpyxaio-
wasi obcraHoBka? Bce 3aech Ka3alochb TakKMM CTpaH-
HBbIM, TaK OTJIMYAIOCH OT TOro, K yeMy CTOYH NMpHBBIK
3a nocjegHue roabl. Jaxe emy, noxainyi, camoMy
MOTYLIECTBEHHOMY Y€JIOBEKY Ha 3TOi TUlIaHeTe, IO CUX
NOp He YIaBaJIOCh YBUIETb U CaMOii MaJIoil IOJIM CBEpX-
4yeJIoBeYeCKoi TexHosoruu npuwensues. Ho u to, yto
ycnen 3aMeTUTh CTOYH, CKopee oOllapalldBajio, YeM
npuBoauyio B BocTopr. HecMoTpss Ha TO, 4TO TEXHO-
JIOTHUsI 4yyXe3eMleB ‘B GONbLIMHCTBE OTpacjieii 3Ha4yM-
TeJILHO MPEBOCXOAWJIAa BCE AOCTUTHYTOE 3eMJITHAMH K
20 BeKy, No OTAENbHbIM ITYHKTaM OHa BCEe-TakKH yCTy-
najna 4ejioBeueckoil. [IpoU3BOACTBEHHbIE IPOLECCH
TpUILEeNblLEB B OCHOBHOM OCHOBBLIBJIMCh Ha XWLIHH-
YeCcKO# 3KCIUTyaTallHM pecypcoOB M 3HEpPruu 3eMJIH.

Ho 10, yro CrOoyHy HoBesnoch Habmioparb Ha 6a3e
BOTH3H DiideneBoit 6alLHU, TIPEB30LIUIO BCce, KOraa-mbo
BUAEHHOE MM B caMbiX daHTacTHYeCKMX cHax. Kasa-
JIOCh, 3[€Ch He CYLIECTBOBJIO HUYETO TOTO, YETro Hellb-
31 6bUTO Obl cAenaTh C MOMOILLBIO MAlUMH U 6e33By4HO
paboTalolMX KOMITBIOTEPOB. YKe He B MepBHIil pa3, C
Tex nop Kak CTOyH Bbillie]l M3 MOA3EMHOTO CHaJbHOTO
OoTceKa M NPUCOEAMHWICS K MHOIUIaHeTAHaM, OH-3aja-
BaJi ce6e ONMH M TOT Xe BONPOC: KeM GbUIM NMpHLIEIb-
ubl Ha caMoMm Jene? M xaxablit pa3 He MOr HaWTH Ha
Hero OTBeTa.

— Kax fo/iro npomiutcst ucciaenoBaHue? — MOMH-
TepecoBaics CTOYH.

— Jlo Tex nop, Nnoka He HaliaeM TO, YTO MIUEM, —
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CMIOKOMHO OTBETHJI MHCIeKTOp. — [me-To cKphiBaeTcs
ownbka, Kako¥i-TO ciyyai, KOTOpbIii TNpolien Hes3a-
MeyeHHbIM. HaM o06sizaTeNlbHO HYXHO BbISICHHUTb, YTO
3710 GBIJIO. .

~ — Ho 3To MoOXeT nponoyoKaTbCsl HENENsMH, —
cepbe3HO Bospasusi CTOyH.

— Jla, — corjlacWJICsEi UHCIIEKTOP.

— A TeMm BpeMeHeM KanuTtaH Jleiipa oTnpaBHUTCH,
Kyma eil 3abGnaropaccynutcs?! Bo3MoXHO, oHa yxe
HaxOAMTCS Ha APYTOM KOHTHHEHTe, B ThICAYax MHJIb
oTcloza.

— Ham xopoio u3BecTHO MecTo NMpe6GhIBaHHS Ka-
-nuTaHa Jleitpa ¥ ee CMyTHUKOB, — BO3pa3wJl MHCIEK-
TOp. :

CTOYH WIMPOKO OTKpPbUI IJ1a3a.

— Tak BbI ‘3HaeTe, rie...

— PasbickuBaeMblie HaxonsTca B CBo6ogHO#M 3oHe.

— Torma nmoyeMy xe Mbl GesfeicTByeM? — B3BOJ-
HOBaHHO crnipocus CtoyH. — I[ToyeMy BBl HHMKOro He
MOCNIN TyAa, YTOOBI HEMELUIEHHO NOCTaBUTh €e K HaM?

— B HacTosilUMi MOMEHT B 3TOM HET HMKAKOM
Heo6XOAUMOCTH, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTBETHJI MHCIIEKTOP.

x * %

Y1o6bl BEPHYTLCSl Ha3ajl, OHH CHOBa BOCIIOJIb30-
BaJIUCh METPO, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 BHILUIM Ha JAPYroi CTaH-
LMK, KOTOPYIO FOAbI, Ka3aloCh, MOWAAWIIH, TaK 3A€Ch
BCe ObUIO YHCTO M yXOXeHo. K BeJIMKOMY yAMBIEHHIO
YeputH, ellie ropeyio ocBelleHHe K Jaxe paboTain ac-
Kajartop.

Korna oHHM, HakOHeL[, BBIIUIM Ha YJIHLY, YXe CTeM-
Heno. ConHue CKpLUIOCH 3a rOpM3oHTOM. Bosnyx B
cyMepKax npuobpes TeMHO-3eJIEHblif OTTEHOK W B NOC-
JIEHHUX JiyyaX yXOASLLEro COJMHLIA Ka3aJjcs NMOYTH yep-
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HbeIM. TIpHYyLIMBBI LIBET BO3lyXa NMOAEHCTBOBal Ha
YepUTH KaK HUUYTO HApYroe, elle CHJIbHee MOoNYEPKHYB
MOJIHYIO YYyXEPOAHOCTh 3TOr0 HOBOIO MHpa.

Tem Gosee ynuBwio Yeputu TO, YTO OHa YBHIENA
CHapy>XH — COBEpLIEHHO HETPOHYTHI ropoa. Ecau 6b1
He 4Yy>XOil TEMHO-3€e/IeHblil CBET, AeByllKa pelinna 6ul,
YTO CHOBa HaXOAMUTCS B INMpeKpacHoit ctoauue 20 Beka.
IMpsiMo mepen Heit MpocTHpanach LIMPOKasi COBEPLUEH-
HO OeanionHas yjaula, €AWHCTBEHHOM 3eJIeHbI0 Ha
KOTOpOW ObUIM 3aGOTIMBO IMOCAXEHHbIE B KalKH Kpa-
cuBble pacTeHuss. OOHAKO NPHCMOTPEBUIMCH Golee
BHUMaTeNbHO, YepUTH 3aMeTHIa HECKOJIBKO YEepHBIX
OKOHHBIX MPOEMOB M Napy MPOJOMJIECHHBIX KpBbILI.

BcTpeTnB ee u3yMieHHbI B3risid, Bapnep Ha ceit
pa3. He CyMeJl CKPbITh FOpIeJIMBOTO BBIPAXXEHUS JIMLA.

— Tak 3to Toxe CBo6ogHass 3oHa?

OH CHMUCXOIOUTENBHO KHBHYII.

— A BH 4yero oxuaann? OyeBHIHO, HECKOJIbKO
IHKapeil U3 KaMeHHOro BeKa, IOTAIUMXCS B pa3Bajiv-
Hax?

— KoHeuHo Xe, HET, — TOPOIUIMBO nepebGuia ero
Yeputn. — IlpocTto S HeMHOro ymuBjieHa. MHe yxe
NMPUXONMNIOCH BHOETh MOAOOHOE B AMEpHKE.

— Ha? -

— CKaxuTe, a OHM KOrma-HUOyOb NMpUXomAT crona?

— Mypasbu? — bapnep nokauyan rojiopoit. — Hu-
xoraa. Bo BcsikoM ciyyae, 1o cBoeit Bojie, — €ro JHULO
oMpaywjia BHesarnHasd TeHb. — Jla ¥ 3ayeM UM 3T0?
Mpbl He TporaeM HMX, OHM — Hac. Benpb 310 CBOoGoOAHas
30Ha.

— W BH HMKOIZa He NHITAJUCh BHEIPBAaThCH OT-
ciona?

Bapiep KpUBO YCMEXHYJICA.

— Bsl Benlb camu Buaenu CreHy, He Tak nu?
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Huyero He orBeTuB, UepuTH HampaBWiach cle-
IoM 3a ¢paHLy3OM MO LIMPOKOH YJIHLE K MHOros-
TaxXHOMy G6enoMy 3pnaHuio. HecMoTpss Ha To, 4yTO Ha
tdacane noMa BHIHENUCh HE3HAYUTENIbHbIE CleNbl pa3-
pyuleHUs, OHM ObIIM TLIATEJIBHO 3aleNlaHbl, TaK YTO
COOpYXXEHHE MMEJIO BroJIHe MPUINYHBIA BUa. K Bxoxa-
HO¥ OBEpM Bejla POCKOILIHasi MpaMOpHas JIeCTHMLA, a
BeCTHOIONIb OCBELJAJICSI ABOMHBIM PSAOM HEOHOBBIX
Jgamn. Yeputn noraganach, YTO OHH HaxXoAATCsA B OO-
HOWM M3 NMpeXHUX rocTiHUl. CoxpaHWIach Jaxe CToika
NOPpTbe C HECKOJIbKUMH HEeOONbIIMMHU MOHHTOpPaMH.

— BTO Halle aAMUHHUCTPaTHBHOE 31aHHE, — MOosC-
Hun bapnep B oTBeT Ha ynMBIEHHBIH B3rsn Yeputu.

HeBylika elie pa3 mocMoTpesia Ha MOHMTOPH. OHU
HaXOAWIHCh NOBOJIBHO AaJIeKO OT Hee, HoO YepHUTH Bce-
TakM YyOaloCh pa3mIsAAETb Ha 3KpaHe H300paxeHHe
HECKOJIBKHUX MECT, MMMO KOTODBIX OHM TOJIBKO YTO
MPOXOAWIIH.

— Cyns mo BceMy, 3TO M ecTb Ballla CUCTeMa cJlie-
XEeHUsI 3a BCEMM NepeaBUXEHHSIMH? — HacMELIHBO
crpocuna Yeputu.

— Ha, B CBo6oaHoi 30He CyliecTBYeT psii MeECT,
KOTOpBIE JIyyllie MOCTOSIHHO MMETh Mepes, I/1a3aMH, —
otBeTun bapnep. — Ho 06 3TOM MBI OroBOpHM 3aBT-
pa, a ceilyac 1 OTBedy Bac K BalUMM [APY3bSIM.

YepuTH XOTela yxXe MocjenoBaTb 3a HHMM, HO B
3TO BpeMsl ee BHUMaHHe IPHUBIIEKIIO KaKOe-TO JBIDKe-
HHe Ha MOHMTOpe. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO 3KpaH KOMIIb-
loTepa ObUT OYEeHb MaJIEeHbKMM, Da3a B JIBa MeHbllie
OOBIYHOrO, a KaueCTBO M300paXeHUs — YXaCHBIM, OHa
cpa3sy y3Haia npoGupaloluecss MeXAy JOMOB YEpHBIE,
TOKPBITbIE XUTMHOBBIM MaHUMPEM (HUIypHI...

— Ckaxwure, Bapnep, — BOCKIHKHyna Yeputu, —
He BBl JIM OECATb MUHYT Hasal YTBEpXIalIH, 4YTO My-
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paBb¥ HUKOTZA HE MPUXOMASAT Clofa, WIM A Bac Hempa-
BWIbHO TOHs1a? ’

Bapnep 6bICTPO B3MISIHYJT Ha 3KpaH, NMpHU 3TOM
YyepThl €T0 JIMLla MCKa3WJIMCh, B PaCLIMPEHHBIX IJa3ax
NnpoMenbKHy cTpax. OH 6pocHJICST K CTADUHHOMY Te-
nedpOHHOMY amnmnapaTty, pe3KHM ABHXEHHUEM COpBal
Tpy6Ky M, HabpaB HOMeEp, 4YTO-TO MPOKpHYal B Hee.
YepuTH MbITaach NMOHATH, O YeM lIAa peyb, HO Bap-
Jiep roBOpMJ CiUluKoM 6bicTpo. IloBecuB TpYOKy, OH
C pasrHeBaHHbIM BHIOM TOBEPHYJICS K AEBYLLKE.

— Kakue-1o npob6sembl? — HaCMELIUBO CINPOCH-
Jla OHa.

— Her, — pa3npaxeHHO oTBeTHJ] OH. — Sl mpuKa-
3ajJl OTKJIIOYMTb 3TY KaMepy, HO IO BHHE KaKOro-To
Aypaka MOM TpHKa3 OCTaJICSl HEBBHINTOJNHEH.

— 3ayeM Xxe GbUJIO OTAABaTb TaKOM NMpHUKa3?

— Y106l BBl HE YBMIAEIM 3TOrO, — MNPSAMO OTBe-
Tun bBapnep.

— Yto6pl MBI HE YBHUAEAU 4ero? — repecripocuia
YepuTH, U3YMJIEHHasi OTKPOBEHHOCTbIO €ro OTBETa.

— MopoHoB, — nossicHwWi ¢paHiy3. — Tonbko, no-
Xanmy#cra, He MoWMHUTe MeHs npespaTtHo. Ilpocto s
nogymain, uto OyAeT Jydylle IMoKa3aTh BCe 3TO BaM M
BalllMM JApY3bSIM NOCTENEHHO. Bac, KOHEYHO, Mopa3uT
MHOroe M3 TOro, YTO Bbl YBHAMTE Y Hac.

— BOTO0 BepHO, — cornacunace Yeputu. — MeHs
IeHCTBUTEIIbHO... NTOPa3wiIo, YTO 3[eCh HaXONSATCS CYy-
LiecTBa, KOTOphblE, 1O BalleMy Xe COOCTBEHHOMY YT-
BEPXIEHHIO, HMKOrma He cyloT Hoca B CBobGomHylo
3oHy.

— OHHM M He JeNaloT 3Toro, — oto3Baics bap-
snep. — To, 4TO MypaBbM NMPUHOCST Cloja... — €ro ro-
.JIOC TpepBajcsi, HECKOJBKO MTHOBEHHII OH MoJjyal,
CIOBHO MOABICKMBas HyXHble CjioBa: — Bbl HefaBHO
CMpPOCHJIM MeHsl, KaK Mbl oKasanuch B CBOOOIHOM
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30He, — HaKOHell Npou3Hec bapnep W, ycTano yaei6-
HYBILIMCH, MOKa3aJl Ha 3KpaH, U3obpaXeHHe Ha KOTo-
poM cpa3sy mnoracjio, KaKk OyATO KTO-TO HEBHAMMBIH
3aMeTul ero asuxeHue. — OTTyna.

YepuTH HeNOYMEHHO MOXajla IUIeYyaMH.

— HWHorma MmypaBbM, OEHCTBUTENBHO, MPUXOIOAT
clofa, — npoposokan Bapiiep, — v npuHoCAT... AeTeit —
MaJIbYUKOB, I€BOYEK... — KaK IMPaBWIO 3TO TIPyOHbIE
netn.” MBI He 3HaeM, OTKyJa OHM TOSIBJISIOTCS M IO-
4YeMy TaK MocCTynaloT. MypaBbM NpPOCTO NMPHUHOCAT
MianeHueB. MHorue neTd 60JIbHBl U TIOTOM YMHPAIOT,
HO OOJILLIMHCTBO MBI BBIXaXWBaeM, — OH THAXeJO
B3IOXHYJ. — $I XOoTen BaM 3TO IMOKa3aThb HECKOJILKO
HHaue. TailHa CBoGooHOM 30HBI 3aKJIIOYaETCS B TOM,
YTO MYpaBbM IMOCTOSIHHO TNPHUHOCAT Hac Clofa M HHU-
KTO, HU OAWH YeJIOBEK, He 3HaeT, IToYeMy 3TO NMpOoMcC-
XOOMT.

— A MHe KaxeTcs, — npo6opMoraia Yeputu, — s
Tenepb.... MIOHUMAIO. ..

Tenepb yxe Bapnep ¢ yauBieHMEM MOCMOTpEN Ha
IEeBYLIKY.

— Jletn, o KOTOphIX pacckasbiBan Kajur, —. pasro-
BapHuBas ckopee caMa c coboit, yueM ¢ Bapiepom, npo-
wenTajia oHa. — MbI CIIPOCIUIM Y Hero,.. YTO MypaBbH
LENaloT C JETbMHU, KOTOPBIX XPHLBI MpUHOCAT B [1laj-
TaaH...

— C kakuMmu netbMu? — nepecnipocun Bapnep. —
Kakue xpuupt?

Ho YepuTH, CIOBHO He ‘ClbIllIa €ro BOIMPOCOB,
npogooKkajla 60pMoOTaTh:

— HekoTopbie U3 HUX CTaHOBSTCSI Mera-BOMHaMHU.
Pazymeercs... cHayaJia OHHM TPOBEPSAIOT AeTeH... U Te,
KOTOphIe MM He IOAXOAAT... TOTOM MOMNanaloT CIona...

He no6usmnce ot YepuTH BpasyMHTENBHOIO OT-
BeTa, bapnep moBepHYJICs X MoOJIYa ABHHYJCS JajIbllIe.

393



Jesylika oXuiaajia, YTO OHM NMOAHHUMYTCS HaBepx Mo
LIMPOKOI JIECTHHIIE, HO BMECTO 3TOro paHily3 cBep-
HyJ1 HanpaBo M BoluejJ B OAMH M3 Tpex audtoB. K
yauBieHHIo YepUTH, KaK TOABKO OH NpUoAM3wics K
nsepu nudTa, OHKU OTKPBUIMCH, a B KaBUHe cpa3y cTa-
JIO CBETJIO.

— Bbl Bce Gonblie nopaxaere MeHsi, Bapnep, —
ckasasia YeputH, crenys 3a HHUM.

YnbiOHyBLIKCh, Bapnep Haxan KHOMKY TpPEThero
3Taxa; OBEpH TUIABHO 3aKPBUIMCH. -

— Ins Bac 3TO, BO3MOXHO, M YAUBHUTENBHO, —
OTBeTHN OH. — Ho MHe CTaHOBHTCS MNPOCTO TOUIHO
MPpU OXHON MBICAIM O TOM, KaK BCE 3TO BHIIJISAAEIIO
npexue.

— OtKyaa BaM HM3BECTHO, KaK 3/1eChb ObUIO paHb-
we? — rmocJjie HeJOJIroro MOJIYaHUA crnpocwia Yepu-
TH. — Cyas 1o MCnosib3yeMbIM IJIST pecTaBpalUMHM Ma-
TepuanaM, Bbl yXXe MHoroe 3Haete. OTKyma Takue
no3HaHusa? ’

Bapnep OkHMHyNn ee ¢ roJIoBHl [0 HOT CTPaHHBIM
B3IJISIIOM.

— A BBl OYEHb HeTepneauBbl, KanuTaH Jleipn.
Ipowy Bac, nmoxanyicra, MOJOXAUTE OO 3aBTpa, M
TOrJa sl OTBeYy Ha BCe Ballli BOMPOCHI.

HdoexaB no TpeThero 3raxa, kabuHa nudTta ocra-
HOBWJIaCh. 3[IECh TOXE TOpeJio HECKOJBKO JIaMIl, CBe-
Ta KOTOPBHIX OKa3ajlOCh BITOJIHE OOCTAaTOYHO, 4YTOOBI
YepuTH cMmoria yBMAeTb, B KaKOM 0Opa3lloBOM [O-
psAaKe comepXuTcs 3naHue. ODHO M3 ABYX: MJIM Xe
3qech HUKOTAA He ObIJI0O HUKAaKUX 60eB, WK IS JINK-
BUIALIMU BCeX MOCHEACTBU pa3pyllleHUs ObUIM NMpH-
JIOXeHbl OrpoMHbie ycwamsi. [Ipu 3TOM MHorue roc-
THHUYHBIE HOMepa MepeobOopyAOBaiM B CKIIAIACKHE
noMellleHUss. B OMHMX KOMHaTax CTOSITM THCBMEH-
Hble CTOJIBI M GoMbllIME 3acTaBJ€HHBbIE ManKaMH ToJ-
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KH, IpyrMe oKa3aJiIuChb HOBEpXY 3aOMTHl SALUMKaMH U
KOpo6KaMH.

— Tpoden, — ynwuibasicey, mosgscHun bapnep. — Cyns
Mo BceMy, KOraa-To 3TOT ropoj GbuUl cKa3oyHo 6orar.
Hac noBosbHO MHOro, HO BOT YXE COPOK JieT Mbl
nojib3yeMcsi TEM, YTO HaXOOAMM 31eCh, U HajgeeMcs
TNIPOXHTb ellle 6oJblie.

— A KaKoBa YMCIEHHOCTb Balllero HacejeHus? —
MouHTEpecoBajlach YepHUTH.

— Mpbl HMKOrIa He BeJaH MOAOOGHBIX MOACYETOB, —
noxas Tute4yaMu, orBetTun bBapnep. — Ho npubaunsu-
TEILHO — OKOJIO NECSATH THICSY YeJIOBEK.

«JdecaTb ThICSIM — 3TO AOBOJIBHO MHOIO, — TOayMala
Yeputn. — M Bce Xe CTpaHHO MaJlo, €CJIM BCIIOMHHUTD O
TOM, YTO BOT YXe COpOK JIET XpHLbl npuHocsT B 1laii-
TaaH gmereit, B3ATHIX U3 pa3HBIX ceMeif. 'ocrnoau, 4To Xe
TOra MPOMCXOAUT C ocTallbHEIMK? Heyxenu oHn yMupa-
I0T B MpoLiecce NMpeBpallieHNs] X B CYILEeCTBa, NONOOHbIe
Kaitry?». A MOXeT, OH Jrai eif, yrBepXnas, YTO TaKMX,
KaK OH, OueHb Mao? YepHTH OTKa3blBasIaCh NMOBEPUTDH B
310. BCce BhINIAOENO KAaK-TO HempaBOONoOmoOGHO M, oue-
BHAHO, OOBSCHSUIOCH KaK-TO MHaye. ’

IMepen mocnenHeit ABeppl0O B KOHLE Kopuaopa
Bapsiep ocTaHOBWICH. ' ' '

— 3axonuTte, KanutaH Jlefipa, BalllM Opy3bs: yXe
3aKIaNUCh Bac.

OH OTKpbUT ABEPH, U UepHTH Npolla MUMO HEro
B KOMHaTy, B KOTOpO# y OKHa 3a MaJIeHbKHM CTOJIOM
CHIENM M O YeM-TO OXHBJIEHHO cropwin ¢ ’KaHoM
Cxannep, Hat u I'ypx. XKaHy nomorasa 4epHOBOJIO-
casi MoJioflas [eBylluKa, HeMHoro -crapure Hat, roso-
pMBLIasi MO-aHIJIMACKM ToYTH 6e3 akueHTa. YBuUAEB
Yeputu, Ckagnep ¥ HaT. 3aMoiyaiv Ha MONyCJIOBE W
6pocwinck el HaBcTpeuy. I'YpKk MpayHO B3IJITHYJ Ha
Hee, HO OCTaJIC CHIEeTh Ha MecTe.
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— YeputH! — c oGneryenueM BbiioxHyn Ckaanep. —
Hy, kak TH1?

YeputH XOTeNIa OTBETUTH, HO Bapnep onepeuus ee.
IMTonoxuB pyKy eif Ha Mjeuyo, OH MPOMU3HEC:

— Ceit4ac s ocTaBlo Bac OfHHUX, U KanuTtaH Jleiipn
BaM 000 BCEM pacCKaXeT. A Y MeHs ellle MHOro Ael.
3aBTpa a 6yny B BauleM pacriopsixxeHHH. CeromHs xe
o Bac no3aborarcs XKaH u DneH, — Bapnep nokasan
Ha TEMHOBOJIOCYIO NE€BYIUKY.

YepUTH OKHHYJIa GLICTPBIM B3IJISAOM MOJIOAYIO
¢bpaHLUYyXEeHKY, CUMMaTHYHOE OTKDBITOE JIMLO KOTO-
poii nokasajoch €il JOBOJIbHO APYXEJIOOHbIM.

— 910 MOs noyb, DiseH, — nobasun bBapnep wu,
HEOPEXHO YJNBIOHYBILUUCDH, MOMPOLUAJICS.

Yeput nojoiuwyia K CTojy, TOJIBKO TENephb NMOYyB-
CTBOBaB, KaK OHa ycTaja.

— Bbl He NOJDKHBI OOMXaThCi Ha MOero oTla 3a
TO, YTO OH He COBCEM JOBepsieT BaM, — CKa3sala
SneH. — Ho Ha HeM JIeXXUT OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a BCEX
Hac.

JleByluka Obljla coBeplUEHHO Hernoxoxa Ha bapie-
pa, TOJILKO FAe-TO B IIyOHHe ee IJla3 TO M [JeJI0 BCIbI-
XUBAIM TaKHE Xe, KaK y Hero, oroHbKHW, CBUIETENb-
CTBOBaBIUHE O 6OJIbLIOI 3HEPrUYHOCTH.

— Baiu oTell ‘coBepllleHHO TpaB, — OoTBeTHJIa Ye-
PHUTH, — Ha ero Mecte s Bejia Obl cebsi TOYHO TaK Xe,
OCOOEHHO MoCJie TOro, KakK YBMIENia CTeHy. DTO Ka-
KOM-TO BUJ SHEPreTHYECKOro ToJisi, — MOSICHUJIA OHa,
3aMeTHB BONpocuUTeNbHBII B3 Hat. — K coxane-
HHI0, OHO TPOIYCKaeT TOJbKO BO3OYX U CBET.

— Tak BoT, rae Bb NOGHIBAJIM, — BCTYNMWI B pas-
rosop Ckapnep. — A s1 yXe HayaJl Bcepbe3 6ecIOKo-
uTbcsA. C Tex NMop Kak Bbl YLUIH, MPOIIIO JAOBOJLHO
MHOTIO BpEMEHH.

YepuTH mnoMoiyasa, NMOHUMasi XejlaHUe Jpy3eit
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HeMEUIEHHO yCJibllaTh NMOAPOOHBINA paccka3 060 BceM,
yTo OHa Buesa. CTpalllHasi yCTaloCTh CKOBaJia ee Tejo,
TAXENBIM Ipy3oM Jierja Ha aywy. CobpaB, HakoHell,
ocTaTku cuia, YepuTH Hayaja M3JiaraTb CBOIO BEPCHIO
cobbiTHil. B KoMHaTe cTano coBceM Thxo. CKammep U
HaT crapanuch He NMPONyCTUTh HYU CJIOBa U3 TOrO, YTO
pacckasbiBasia Yeputu. TypK no-nipexHemy He o6pa-
] Ha Hee HM MaJiefllero BHHUMaHUs, NpoaosrKas
PaBHOOYLLIHO CMOTpPETh B OKHO, 32 KOTOpPbIM pa3jiMBa-
JIUCb 3eJIeHble CYMEDKHU YXOISILIEero AHA.

Korma Yeputu 3aKkOHUYMJIA, MOBMCIIO HaNpPsSDKEH-
HOE MoOJTYaHUe.

— bBoloch, UTO sI... HE COBCEM MOHsUIa, — NEpBOi
Hapywuia-ero Hat. — Ecau 3TOT GyHKEp COOEpPXHT
CTOJIb BaXXHYI0 MHGOpPMaLIHIO, TOYEMY XX€ MOPOHBI He
BOCIOJIb30BAJIMCh CBOEH MOILLBIO M HE OTKPBUIM €ro?

— IMoToMy uTO 3Ta MHbOpPMAUHUS CAMILKOM BaX-
Ha, — oTBeTHNa YepuTH. — OHHU XOTEJIM OBJAAETh €10,
a He YHHYTOXHTb. )

— Ho 3ayem? — cHoBa cnpocuna Har.

— Ja nmoTtoMy 4TO MOpPOHBI — rpaburenu! — He-
OXHMAAHHO 3assBWJ I'ypK JpoXalllUM OT SIPOCTH Trojio-
COM. ,

B3rngabpl Bcex NMPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX YCTPEMHIHCh Ha
KapJjiMKa, KOTOpbIif 0 3TOro He NMPOPOHMJI HH CJIOBa.
Ho celiyac Bcex yaMBWIO He TO, YTO OH CKasall, a Kak
3T0 GBUIO CKa3aHo.

— TloyeMy THI Tak myMaelss?

- T'ypk ‘6eIcTpO B3rIsAHYN Ha YepuTH, M JAEBYILUKe
MOKa3aJoch, YTO OH YyXe MOXajlell O CBOeH Hecnep-
XXaHHOCTH. ) ‘

— A Bbl HAKOIJa He 3aJaBaJIUCh BOMIPOCOM, — BAPYT
cHoBa 3aroBopui I'ypk, — OTKyZAa y HHMX BCE 3TO OpY-
XHe, MallMHBI, KOMIBIOTEPEI, KOCMUYECKHE Kopabnu?

YepuTH COKpYIIEHHO MoKayana rojoBoif. Bompoc
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Ka3aJICsl HaCTOJIBKO IPOCTBHIM, YTO TOYEMY-TO HHKOI-
Ja He NMPpUXOAWI ed Ha yM.

— Bo BcskoM ciryyae, MOPOHBI He NMPOU3BOAAT 3TO
caMHu, — MpomoJiXal Kapauk. — OHM NPOCTO BOPYIOT,
MOXMLIAIOT. BCE, YUTO MM HYXHO.

— ITo-moeMy, Thl HEMHOrO IMpeyBe/JIM4YHBacllb, —
Bo3pasun Ckangep. .

Ilpu 3tnx cnoBax ra3a ['ypka BHOBb IOJIBIXHYJIH
THEBOM, FOTOBBIM BOT-BOT M3JIMThCS Ha MHAeila.

— Het, — HacTtoituMBO nmoBTOPMJI OH. — MOpPOHH
HUYEro He npou3BoaAT camMu. OHM HHUKOILA HUYEM
He yTpyXJawT cebsi, Kpome pa3bosi, rpabexa, Mnoxa-
POB M ONYCTOLUEHHIA.

— Ho 3to Xe nonHas GeccMbicnulla, — YyCTalo
nporosopuyia Yeputu. — MOpOHBI o6paTunu B pabeT-
BO, HaBepHOE, yXe HNEeCSTKH TUIaHeT.

— Hecarku?! — sa3BUTeNbHO 3acMesica [ypk. —
Ecnu Thl, necTBUTENBHO, B 3TO BEpMilb, TOTAA CKa-
XM Ha MWJIOCTb, 3a4€M MM YTPYXIAThb cebst KaKUM-TO
NIPOM3BOACTBOM, KOTJa BCE, YTO HYXXHO, MOXHO TNpo-
cto ykpactb? ['anakTHKa.IOCTaTOYHO BEJIMKa, U B Hel
€CTb OFPOMHOE MHOXECTBO IUIaHET, Ha KOTOpLIX Ha-
oercs, YeM MOXMBUTHCS.

— H ckonbko Xe Takux rutaHer? — cripocuia Ye-
PHUTH.

I'ypk HeonpeaeneHHO TOXal IJIeYaMH.

— Bo BcskoM ciyvyae, ropasgo 6onblie, YeM ThI
MoXxellb cebe NpeAcTaBUTh, — pa3ipaXeHHO 3asBUI OH.

— Ilo kpaitHeit Mepe, TOJILKO 3THM BIIOJHE O6DL-
SICHSIETCS, TOYeMY MOPOHBI He paspyluwin 6a3y u O6yH-
Kep, M3 KOTOpOro .Bbl TOJIBKO YTO BEpPHYJIMCh, — BMe-
wajgcs B pa3roBop XKaH, mocie TOro Kak 3JJieH
nepeBesia eMy COAepXaHHe Gecenbl. '

«4YTO X, B 3TOM HECOMHEHHO ©CThb KaKOW-TO
cMbic/, — noayMana Yeputn. — MOpPOHBI YHHYTOXH-
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au Gonblylo yacTe SS — 07, HO He TPOHYJIH 3TO CO-
opyxeHue». OueBHOHO, CyllleCTBOBajia TOJILKO OJHa
NpHUYMHA, MOYEeMy OHHM 3TOro He CHeNald H IoYeMy
caMa OHa O GUX MOp ellle XHBa.

— Ecau TtamM, BHM3Y, OEHCTBUTEJIBHO COAEPXHTCS
HHpopMmaLuss 060 Bcex BHUIAX BOOPYXEHHS... KaK Bbl
310 HasBanu — HATO, na?

YepuTtHd Mosiya KMBHYJNA, U JXXKaH B3BOJTHOBaHHO
NpoIoJIKaN:

— 3HayWT, rae-To TaM CIpSTaHO JOCTaTOYHO Opy-
XHSl M CHapsKEHUs, YTOOLI BOOPYXHTB LIENYIO apMHIo!

— Ho ceityac kakoe 310 UMeeT 3HayeHHe? — THXO
cnpocuna Yepuru.

— OrpomMHoe! — BockJnkHyn XKaH. — HakoHeu-Tto
HaM Oyaer ueM 3amuiartbes! Ecau Obl MBI TOJIBKO
Kak-HUOYOb CyMeJIM MpOpBaTbCA CKBO3b 3TY NMPOKIISA- -
Ty10 CTeHy WIM B HallleM IopoAe OKa3aJicsl TakOH CKJ1al
OpYXH4...

— Ecamn 6b1 OH ObLT Ha caMOM gnese, Mbl Obl yXe
JaBHO HaLlJIM €ro, — CIIOKOMHBIM roJIocCOM BO3pa3uia
OneH.

— Ho BbI Xe He Halul¥M KpenocTb! — BOCKIMKHYI
XaH, noaxkperissa cjoBa THEBHBIM B3MaxOM DYKH.

— ToNBKO TMOTOMY, YTO THL CKPHUL 3TO OT BCeX, —
napupoBajia AeBYLIKa.

3amMeTHB THEBHBIE MOJIHMM, CBEDKHYBIIHE B IJ1a-
3ax XXana, YepuTH mogHsana pyKy H, NMBTasch pasps-
IHTh OOCTaHOBKY, HEBO3MYTHMO NpPOM3Hecsa:

— Tloka ewe paHO criopHTh 06 3TOM, 0COGEHHO
€CJIM TIDUHSATH BO BHHMaHHE, YTO DJIeH, NeHCTBHTENb-
Ho, npaBa. MHI ellle HUYyero He BBISICHWIM M JaXe He
3HaeM, CYLIECTBYET JIM BCE ITO Ha CaMOM Jene. A
KpoMe Toro, ecTb ewe CreHa...

Ho BBl Xe camMMu BHAEIH, KAKHM OPYXMEM pacrio-
_JlaraeT KpernocTb, — HaXMypHB 6poBH, Bo3pa3un XKaH.
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— U noatoMy Tenepb Tebe He TeprnuUTCsl GPOCHTDb-
ca Tyna, 3a6paTh OpyXHe M MOIXeYb MKYHTJIM? — Ha-
CMELUIMBO CIMpocHyia DJIeH. — A MOXET, yX Jiyylue
cpa3y 6a3sy MOpPOHOB?

— Ilouemy 6b1 U HeT, — ympsaAMoO npousHec 2KaH.

— Heyxenu Tl HUYYTH He MOB3pocien? — B3AOX-
HyJa aeBylika. — HeyxXenu Tl U OCTalbHbIE NYypaKu
TaK U He IOHSIJIM, YTO MBI XMBEM 3JE€Ch TOJIBKO IO
TexX Nnop, Noka HaM MO3BOJIEHO 3TO?!

— Ja pa3Be 3TO XH3Hb! — INpe3pUTENLHO YCMeX-
Hyncs XKaH. — DTo Xe HULUeHCKOoe Npo3sibaHue, na U
TO, NMOKa TeOsl He NPHIJIACAT Ha OXOTY.

— HMnn noka He HaWaeTcs: KakKoif-HUOynb 60JiBaH,
KOTOpBIH CIMPOBOLIMPYET MOPOHOB Ha OTBETHBIE AEi-
CTBHMSI, — BO3pa3wia JeBYIUKa.

— Heyxenu ThI Tak 6BICTpO 3a0bLiIa, YTO C TOGOH
npousouio? — ApoXalluM rojaocom cripocusn XKaH. —
Benpb oHM yOWIM TBOMX poauTeneil. Heyxenu MOpPOHHI
JOJDKHBI YOMTh M TeOsT — a 3TO elue BITOJTHE MOXET
CIIYYUTBCS, — YTOOBI Thl, HAKOHEL, MOHSIA: MBI IS
HHUX BCEro JIMIUb KyKJibl?

— Onwm yO6unM BalumMx poauTenei? — cripocunia Ye-
PHTH.

DNeH KMBHYJA.

— Ha, Bapnep MHe He poaHoii otel. OH B3sU1 MEHA
K cebe, rocje TOro Kak MOM POOUTENH NOrubiu BO
BpEMSI OXOTHI.

YepHTH yXe He MEpPBBHIA pa3. ciblliajia 3TO CJIOBO
M Telepb peliwia BHISICHHTh, YUTO OHO O3Hayaer.

— Jla Tak, npocTo HeGOoNblloe pa3BjieYeHHE «IpY-
3ei» Bapnepa, — He HOXMAASICH, TTOKA 3arOBOPUT DJIeH,
o6bsicHun XaH. — WUHOraa MOpoOHBI XBaTalOT U BOJIO-
KYT Ha ApYTYIO CTODOHY PE€KM, B DKYHIJIM, KOTO-HH-
6yabp u3 Hawnx. KoMy yAactcss BepHyTbhcs OOpaTHO,
JapyloT XH3Hb. OHaKO A0 CHX IOp elle HU OJHOMY
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YyeNoBeKY He MOCYaCTIUBWIOCH JOUTH OO pPeKH, KpOMe
Hee, — OH yKa3aJl KUBKOM rojyioBbl Ha DneH. — Ho ee
POOUTENIAM 3TO CTOWJIO XU3HU. OOMH U3 3THX MOHCT-
poB YOWI MX NpPsSAMO y Hee Ha [Ja3ax.

— Heyxenu 3to mpaBaa? — YepHTH C COYYBCTBH-
€M MOCMOTpesia Ha ACBYLIKY.

K ee orpoMHOMY YyAMBJIEHHIO, DJjieH CHOKOHHO
ynsibHynach.

— Ha. Ceityac MHe yXxe He OOJILHO roBOpUTb 06
atoM. C Tex nop npouuio 6oJiee neanuaty jaert. S exsa
NOMHIO, YTO TaM MpPOM3OLIIO Ha CaMOM JeJle.

’KaH yTo-TO OTBeTHN, HO YepuTH Gosibllie HHYETO
He cnblinayia. OHa OyKBaJIbHO TMafaja OT YCTaJlOCTH.
Kaxnapiit yac, npoBeneHHbIN €10 Ha HOrax, HeBWIH-
MBIM TDY30M JaBWJ Ha BcCe ee Tejo. YepUTH MemLIeH-
HO MOAHsJIach C MECTa, HEYJOBUMBIM [IBUXEHHEM
MBITasiCh CTPSXHYTh C Ce0S NMapaiu3yIoLlyl0 YCTaIOCTh,
U THXO CKasaja:

— 3HaeTe YTO, BBl MOXETE CIIOPHTb YU Jajbllie, HO
MHe ceifyac HeoOGXOOMMO HaWTH KakKoil-HUbyanL yro-
JIOK, Te 1 Moryia 6bI HEMHOIO OTHOXHYTb.

DNeH NMPOBOPHO BCKOYMJIA CO CTyJa.

— 4 ceityac MoOKaxy BaM Bally KOMHarTy.

YepuTH C 61aroqapHOCTHI0 MOCMOTpEN2 Ha NEBYM-
Ky 4 MOJI4a MocCJeaoBajia 3a HeH. '

OHHM mpolIM MO KOPUAOPY M OKa3ajUCh B He-
60Mb1I0I1 YHCTOM - KOMHaTKe. DJieH nokasasia YepuTu
Ha CBeXe3acTIaHHYI0 KpOBaThb M BeceJlo YAbIOHynach,
YBUAEB, KaK Ta CO B3[OXOM oOJieryeHHUsi pyxHyja Ha
Hee, [aXe He MOTPYAUBILUMCH CHATH KYpTKY M Caroru.

— Ecnn xoTHTe, 3aBTpa yTpPOM Sl MOKaxy BaM ro-
PO, — MpeIoXWia AeBYyIKa.

— C OGONBLUMM- yIOBOJIBLCTBHEM, — 3aKpBIB IJia3a U
HE B cwjiax yxe 60poThCid C YCTaOCThIO, Mpo6opmo-
Tana Yeputn. — Jla, OKaXHTe MHE elle OfHYy Niobe3-
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HOCTb, — MOCJIEAHUM YCHJIMEM BOJIM TNMPHUINOLHSAB BEKH,
TUXO cKa3aja oHa: — 3dMoJIBUTE mnepel OTLOM Aobpoe
cnoBo 3a XKana, moxaiyiicta. Eciim 661 He OH, Hac 6bl
ceiiyac He ObUIO B XXHBBIX.

— Jla Huyero emy He OyaeT, — pa3BOis PYKamH,
oTBeTHNa DyeH. — OTell TOJBLKO HamyckaeT Ha cebs
cTporoctb. OH ellle HUKOrAa He HakasbsiBal XKaHa. Tak
YTO MOXeTe GbIThb CIIOKOMHBI 3a HEro.

YepyTtn xoTesna YTO-TO OTBETUTb, HO He YycChena:
OHa crnajna.



IVIABA 11

D710 GbLTa mMepBas HOYb, KOIJA OHa 4YyBCTBOBAIa
cebs1 B 6e30rmacHOCTH U ee 6GoJibllie HEe MYYMJIM KOLI-
Maphbl...

YeputH pa3byauio olUylLIeHUE COJHEYHOIo CBeTa
Ha jguue. HecMoTpsi Ha TO, YTO C Kaxmoi MHHYTOM
CBET CTAHOBMJICSI BCE sIpYe, OHa IPOJOJIXKAIA JieXaTh C
3aKpHITHIMM [JIa3aMH, HacjaaXxaasch 3TUM MSTKHUM Tell-
noM. Yxe maBHoO YepuTH He GBUIO Tak XOpollo, C TeX
caMbIX MOp KaK OHa INPOCHYJIach B CIMaJlbHOM OTCEKeE.
A MOXET, 9TO BCEro JHIUb WUIIO3Usl, CTPAalUHbIA KOLI-
Map, ¥ CTOMT €il TOJIbKO OTKPBITh IJ1a3a, KaK OHa CHO-
Ba OKaXeTcsl B CBOEH KpOBAaTH, B MaJleHbKOM Gesiom
nomuke B mpeaMectbe Hblo-HMopka?..

YBbI, OTKpHIB I1a3za, Yeputu ybeaunace, 4To BCe
NPOMCXOJsiliee — He YXacCHbI# COH M He Urpa BooG-
paxeHus. OHa, AEUCTBHTEJIbHO, HaxoAuJjlach B 3TOM
CTPAaHHOM MHpe. PsiloM ¢ KpoBaThio, Ha CTyle CHAEINO
HCTOLLEHHOE CYLIECTBO, C TEJOM IBEHaALATWUIIETHETO
MOAPOCTKA M. OONBIIMM JIBICKHIM YEPENOM CTOJIETHETO
crapuka — Typk....

Cyns no BceMy, KapiHK 3anpeman. Ero orpomHas
roJIoBa, Ka3aBlUasiCAd CIMLIKOM TSDKEJIOH IS MaJleHb-
KOW TOHKOM 1lleH, CKIOHWIAch Ha ruieyo. I'ypk Gec-
MOKOWHO 1lIeBeJIWIC BO CHe, 6e33ByYyHO MNPOMU3HOCS
rybamMu yyxue, HETIOHATHEIE cIoBa. YepuTH npumnon-
HANAch Ha JIOKTEe, OKWHYB KapjiMKa BHMMATeNbHBIM
B3rsaaoM. O6biyHO T'ypk, MOYTH HE CHHMasi, HOCWI
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IJIMHHOE MajbTO, JOXOAMBLIEE A0 CaMbIX LLIMKOJIOTOK;
a ero roJIoBy INMOCTOSIHHO CKpbIBaJl OrPOMHBI Kario-
woH. Ho ceityac Ha HeM Obla NULIB TOHKAas pybauika
M KOpOTKHE, IO KOJIeH, 6plokH. DTa oaexaa elie 60b-
ule noauepKHBajla JUCMPOMOPLMIO MEXIOY roJIOBOH M
TyJioOBUILUEM Kapiuka. BHeszanHo YepuTH cnpocuna:
MIOYEMY HM eif, HU KOMYy-HUOyab JpYroMy HMKOraa He
npUxoauia B rojioBy MbBIC/Ib O TOM, KaK CTpaHHO, CO-
BCceM Mo-uyxomy BeirnaauT I'ypk. [la, oH GBI ryma-
HOMAOM, HO HHKaK He 4YeJIOBEKOM, 3To 6eccriopHo. U
BApYr ee oceHuso: ['ypk nmpocto He xoTesn, 4ToGbl ero
06 3TOM CrhpalliMBajIH. '

OueBMIHO NMOYYBCTBOBaB Ha cebe B3misn Yepurh,
KapiaMK IPOCHYJICS, HO He MNOLUEBEJIMJICS, a MpPOCTO
MOAHSAN BeKH... B rnmasax I'ypka He O6bUIO 3aMETHO HU
cjela YCTaJloOCTH, HAalpOTHB, OHU CBETWIUCHb TIy6o-
KUM, TMOYTH OTLOBCKMM YYacCTHEM.

— Kro Th? — npsmo cnipocuna Yepury.

BMecTto otBeta I'ypk c ynbIiGKO#l BBINPSIMUJICS Ha
CTyjie, IPX 3TOM Ha ero JiMlie NMPOMEJIbKHYJIO KaKoe-
TO CTpaHHOE BbIpaXeHHe. 3aTeM OH HarHyJjcs, Mof-
HSJ JieXaBllee Ha IMoJiy MaJbTe M 3aKyTajICd B HEro ¢
ToJIOBbl 10 HOT. B 3Ty MHHYTY KapjMK GoJiblie MoXo-
IW Ha pebGeHKa, MOYYBCTBOBAaBIUErO XOJIOA M HaTs-
HYBLIEro Ha ce®si B3pOCHYIO OAeXIy.

— Haupeloch, He s TeGs pa3byaun?

YepuTH nokayajia rojioBoif ¥ CHOBa CMpPOCHJA:

— Yro ThI 3mech Aenaelb?

— XKay, moka Tel mpocHeubcss. MHe KaxeTcsi, HaM
HeOOXOOMMO TIOTOBOPUTH APYT C APYroM, HaeaMHeE.

YepuTH HEMAJIO YAMBWIACH CTOJIb HEOOBIYHOM I
I'ypka npenynpenurensHoctd. Ilocne nobera us Llaii-
TaaHa y Hee He ObUIO BO3MOXHOCTH mnobecenoBaTh C
HMM, U OHA HE COMHeBaJlaCh, YTO pa3roBop, JEHCTBU-
TeJIbHO, OYIEeT OYeHb BaXHBIM. A OT TOro, YeM OH
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3aKOHYMTCS, BO3MOXHO, 3aBHUCAT BCE ee AabHeHline
neiicteus. YepuTH BAPYT MpulUia B yXac OT BHe3am-
HO#M JIorafiku: TO, YTO 3HaeT 3TOT YPOMIMBBINA KapJIUK
o 6yayllieM naaHeTbl, MOXET PELINUTh UX HalbHEAIYIo
cyan0y.

— Jla, — cornacuiach oHa. — MHe ToXe KaxeTcs,
YTO HaM eCTb, YTO OOCYOWTb.

— Ho ¢ To60i1 "yxe pasroBapuBan CTOyH, — cO-
KPYLIEeHHO nokayas rojioBoit I'ypk. — S Tak v ayman,
YTO 3TOT CTapblil CIJIETHMK He YIEPXHT A3BbIK 3a 3y-
6amu.

Yeputn ynsiOHynach. 1o cMx Nop KapiauKy Beau-
KOJIEMHO yAaBajioch MrpaThb pojib aypaka. Ha camom
IeNie OH ObL1 KEM YTONHO, TOJIbKO HE JypaKOM.

— Hrtak, kTOo HayHer nepBbiM? Tul wau 1?

— Bor 6ema-To, — JauueMepHO B3noxHYaA I'ypk, —
W cUrapeTbl HeT, YTOOBI NMPEMIOXUTL AaMe.

— K yemy 310? — yauBuiaach YepuTH.

— Tol OBl MOCHINaJla MOIO TOJIOBY MEMNIOM, a 51 6bl
Kpuyasi: «mea culpa»* ¥ Oua 6bl cebGs KyJakoM B
Ipyab, — NMOSICHWJI OH.

YepuTn He cMoOIJIa yAepXaTbCA OT cMexa.

— HasepHoe, ThI HUKOrAa He Bbiifiellib U3 POJIH
KJIOyHa, paa?

— A MOXEeT ObITb, I U €CTb KJIOYH?! — Cepbe3HBIM
TOHOM Bo3pasun ['ypk.

— Hy HeT, TH IOBOJBHO OMaceH, KOPOTHILIKa.

I'ypk npomonxan yxXMbUIATBCS, HO B €ro Iiasax
BCTIBIXHYJI HEeIOBEPYMBLIH OrOHEK.

— OnaceH? — mepecrnpocHJ OH.

YepuTH KHMBHYNa.

— IIpaBna, noka s He coBceM yBepeHa, 4To Gonee
OMNacHO: TBOSI IJIYNMOCTb WM TBOE KOBapCTBO.

*mea culpa — Most BMHa (naT.)
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— HasgepHoe, Bce-Taku KOBapcTBO, — OCKOpOIeH-
Ho oteetun ypk. — Kako# yx u3 meHsa aypak?!

— Jla, Thl CUAMIIb U CNOKOWHO HabJjlofaellb, KakK
Mbl co CkaanepoM poeM MOTrWJy Bceil 3TOWH MJaHeTe,
ckasana Yeputu.

— Bor ceifyac Tbl SIBHO MNepeoLeHMUBaellb cebs,
Joporasi: Takylo MIyOOKylo ssMy TeGe HMKOTAa He Bbl-
PHITBb.

— IlepecTaHp Xe€ B KOHLlE KOHLIOB pa3birpbiBaTh
U3 cebs uOMoTa, — YCTaJIO nmonpocuia Yeputu. —
Trl npekpacHO MOHMMaellb, YTO A HMeJa B BUAOY.
CToyH pacckasajq MHe, YTO IPOU3OUIIO C TBOei
TJIaHETOHM.

I'oBops 310, YepuTH BHMMAaTEJIbHO Habiogana 3a
I'ypkom. OHa oxMpana, YTO OH pa303JIMTCA WIH HC-
nyraercs. Huuero nogo6Horo. Ha nuue kapauka no-
TpeXHEMY CHUsJla HEeBO3MYTHMasl YIbIOKa.

— OH cka3an npasny? — crpocuna Yepuru.

— Kr10?

— CroyH, — YepuTH ObIJIa cCaMO TeprieHHE, XOTSH
B3N ['YpKa JOBOJBHO KPaCHOPEYHBO CBHAETEIbCTBO-
BaJl O TOM, YTO €My NPEKPacHO M3BECTHO, Y€ro OHa OT
Hero gobuBaetrcsi. — He3amonaro oo 3Toro HaluecTBus,
Halll{ aCTPOHOMBI 3aperMCTPUPOBAJIY BCIBILIKY CyTep-
HoBOI1 3Be3nbl, I'ypk. Mbl ganu et HasBanue [1PO-
AJIb®A — 7. Jonyckaio, 4To TeGe M3BECTHO ee Ha-
CTOsiLLiee Ha3BaHMe.

— Ja?

— CroyH yTBepXaal, 4YTo 3TO 6BLIO COJHUE TBoeﬁ
PONHON TUIAHEeTBI.

— Ha, y Hero, 6e3 COMHEHHsl, BapuUT Oaluka.

— Ho oHo B3opBajioch He caMo. Mo cebe, — Npo-
nomxana Yeputn. — CTOyH yBepsUl MeHs, YTO €ro B3Op-
BaIM MOPOHBI, KOTZIa MM He yJaloch MOKOpMTH Bac.
310 npaspa? ‘ '
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— Ha yx, — cniokoitHo 3amerun I'ypk. — Bot 3t0
6bu1 B3pbIB, JAODKEH TeGe MOJIOXMTb...

Yeputn maxe Iia3oM He MNoBeja, NMpeKpacHO Mo-
HMMas, YTO KapjiMK HE HaCTOJIbKO PaBHOAYLIEH, KaK
XOYeT KasaThCs.

— 3HayuT, 3TO HE UMeeT WIS Tebsd HMKAKoro 3Ha-
YeHUA? — MOMHTEpecqQBajlach OHa.

— 9TO NPOM3OLIO JOBOJBHO JaBHO, — MOXaJl IUle-
yamu I'ypk. — Ilo BallieMy JIETOMCYHMCIEHMIO... — OH
3agyMmMascs, — ... MPUOJIU3UTENBHO 3JaK CEMBbAECAT
TBICSAIY JIET TOMY Hasaj, He TakK Jiu?

Yeputn Moj4a KUBHYJIA.

— Jla, TaKko#t OrpOMHBII OTPE30K BpEMEHH, — NpO-
nomkan I'ypk. — EnBa M s BCITOMHIO, KaK BCe 3TO
BBIIJISIOEIIO.

[Mpouuto He MeHee MHHYTHI, npexnae yeM YepuTu
MOHSJIAa CMBICA TocieaHei ¢pa3bl Kapauka. LlIupoko
OTKpBIB [JIa3a, OHa OTOPOIEJI0O CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, He
B CHMJIax MOBEPUTb B CKa3aHHOE.

— Tak THI... MPHUCYTCTBOBaJ... MPU 3TOM?

T'ypKk KMBHYyII.

— S O6BLT OOHMUM M3 TMOCJIEIHHUX, KOMY YIanocCh
YiTH, — TIOATBEPAM OH.

YepuTH HM Ha MHUHYTY HE YCOMHMJIaCh B MpaBIH-
BOCTH €O CJIOB, 4YBCTBYSl, YTO KapJIMK HeE JDKET.

— Tak ThI... HEe X0o4Yellb JIM THl CKa3aTh, YTO Tebe...
CEMBbAECAT THICSY JIeT?

— Moxert, moka3aTb MOM IOKYMEHThI, HanipuMep,
CBMAETENLCTBO O POXIEeHHH? — yxMbUIbHYJC T'ypk,
O0OHaXXUB NMPH 3TOM Psifi XKENTHIX peAKHX 3y6oB. — MHe
MMEHHO CTOJIBKO JIET, HO BCE Xe s He HAaCTOJILKO CTap.

— Al.. — pacTepsiHHO NMpoTsHy/lIa YeputH.

— MHe ynanoch CacTHCh B MTOCHAEAHUHA MOMEHT, —
nponokai I'ypk. — Y Hac 6bLT 3Be3[0JIET, U HEKOTO-
pble CMOI/IM YJIeTeThb, — €ro TroJioc NpepBajicsi, a B
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rfaszax MeJIbKHYJIO CTpajajibyecKoe BbipaxeHue. — K
COXaJICHHIO0, TaKMX OKa3aJloCb HEMHOIO, BCEro [BECTH
BOCEMBJIECST LUECTD.

— A Kak Xe apyrue? — COUYyBCTBEHHO CIpOCHJa
Yeputh.

— 910 6bl1 OYEHb MaJIeHbKHI KOpaOGib.

— Hy, a apyrue xopabnmn? — 6bICTpO NMpPOroBopuia
OHa. '

I'ypK COKpYILIEHHO NoOKayajl rOJIOBO¥A.

— Sl... a1 He xouy BcrmoMuHaTbh 06 3TOM. Korza Bce
MPOU3OLJIO... f... CJlyYyailHO oOKasajicsi Ha 6opTy. 3t0
CJIyYunoch Herpasgonoao6Ho 6wictpo. CojHLUE CTOs-
JIo B HeOe M BAPYr 32 KaKyl-TO HOJIIO CEKYHIHI...

— YT1o Xe Bce-TakKM TNpPOHU3OLUIO? — HacTaupaia
Yepurhu.

I'y6m I'ypka uckaswna My4yuTesibHas yiblGKa.

— Tebe Xxe XOpomo M3BECTHa BCA 3Ta HUCTOpHS,
Thl TOXE MNepexwia HeyTo nogo6Hoe. B omuH mnpe-
KpacHBI A€Hb Ha Halllel IUIaHeTe MOSBUJINCh MOpO-
HBl, NIPOCTO TaK, U3 HUYero. 1 Mbl okaszamuCh Taku-
MM Xe€ TIyNbIMU, KaK U Bbl. MBI HE TOJIBKO OTKDBIIH
MM BCe IBEpH, HO H, €CJIM Xouellb 3HaTh, JaXe pac-
CTeJIMIM Tepel HUMM TIPa3dHUYHYIO KOBPOBYIO HO-
poxkKy. boxe! KakuMu xe MBI OKasalucChb Aypakamu!
MBI Tak Xpaiiv IOpy3eit C JajJleKMX 3Be3ll, KOTOphble
NPHAYT U3 TpaHCMHUTTEpa! A BMECTO 3TOro SIBHJIMCh
3TH MOHCTpbI!

— Ho BH Xe NMporHajii MX, — 3aMeTHina YepHTH.

— O pmal — 3agpixasice, BOCKJIMKHYJ ['ypk. — Mul
BCEe BPEMS ONCPXWBAIM HaJ HUMM robeny, HO B KOH-
Lile KOHLIOB, — TMXO HO0aBMJI OH, — ITOTYOMJIH CaMMX
cebs. . ]

I'ypK TOAHSIN PYKHM, CJIOBHO XOTeJl B OTYassHUH
3aKpBITh JIMLO, MTOTOM OMYCTWI MX ¥ IOPOXAallUM ro-
JIOCOM NPOAOJIKAa:
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— HaMm He ciyvaitHO ynanoch crnacTHCh. YXe Tor-
Ia MHOTHM CTaJjlo SICHO, YTO Mbl HE CMOXEM BcCe Bpe-
Msl OKa3bIBaTb COTPOTHBJIEHHE MPHIIENbLAM, YTO paHO
WIH NMO30HO NMpUIET AeHb, KOrJa Mbl IOTEPNHUM Nopa-
xeHue. [ToaToMy ObUIO pelleHO MOCTPOUTh KOpabib.

— YT106bl yneTeTb Ha HeM M HaWTH rae-HuObynb
BTOPYIO pOAMHY? — BbICKa3aja MNpeanojioxeHue -Ye-
PHUTH.

— Ha, — xuBHy1 I'ypk. — OgHaKo BCe OKa3ajloCh
feccMbiCIeHHbIM. K 3TOMYy BpeMeHM_MOpPOHBI YyXe
NMOKOPHJIM TOJIOBUHY ajlakTHKM M COOHpaIUCH MpO-
IeJaTh TO X€ caMoe C ee ADPYroil IOJIOBUHOH. Yxe
HHMYTO BO BceseHHO# ObUIO He BJIACTHO Hal HHUMHU.
OpHaxnabl MBI COBeplUalid Ha 3TOM Kopabiie npo6HbIR
MoJIET U coOMpalMCh BEPHYThbCS HOMOWM, KaK BAPYT
pasfajic CTpallHBbIii T'POXOT: 3TO B3OpPBAJIOCH Hallie
conHue. CaM He NMOHHMaIO, KaK MBI OCTAJIHCh B XH-
BbIX... IlepBbie Hemesn MyTelIECTBHS Hall Kopabjb
JIeTeN TMOUYTH CO CKOPOCTBIO cBeTa. MBI maxe M Mey-
TaTb HE MONJIM 00 3TOM. ’

— A norom?

I'ypk ry6oKo B3AOXHYJ M IMOXal IUiedaMu.

- — Mbl nelTaMch HaHTH BTOpYIO poauHy. Ho Bce
610 HampacHo. HaM BcTpevwasuch JM60 TUIAHETHI,
MOJTHOCTbIO HENMPUTOAHKIE IUISl XM3HH, JTHOO yXe Mo-
KOpEHHbIe TpHIlUeJblaMi. Mbl NOOHIBAIM Ha OECAT-
Kax IUIaHET, M MOBCIOLY BHMAEIN OAHY M Ty Xe KapTH-
Hy. B KOHlle KOHLIOB MBI pElLIMJIIM NPOCTO JIETETh B
MPOCTPAHCTBE, MMOKa AEICTBYIOT MEXaHU3MBbI Kopabiis.
Tak cka3saTb, cBOeoGpa3HOe ' caMOyOMICTBO, pacTsHY-
Toe BO BpeMeHHM. A yTo HaM octaBajiock? Ham 6nu10
6osbllie HEYEro TEpSATh.

— TakuM 06pa3oM BBI OKa3aJIUCh 3ECh.

—Ja, Ha apyrom KoHue MneyHoro ITytv, — non-
TBepAns ['ypk. — MexaHH3MBI, YNpas/isiolive Kopa6-
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neMm, 6e30cTaHOBOYHO paGoTanu yxe Gosnee cra JeT.
Ho MauinHa ecTb MalIMHa, U CO BpEMEHEM OHa JIoMa-
eTcs. Mpl MpocTo 6bUTH BBIHYXKIAEHbI COBEPLUMTH IMO-
cajKy Ha 3Ty IUIaHETy, TOXe IMOKOPEHHYIO 3axBaTyH-
KaMH.

— Cro ner? — nepecnpocuna Yeputu. — Kyna
Xe THl NMoJAeBajl OCTaJibHbie ILIECTbAECAT AEBSTh Thl-
csAY net? — MOUIyTHIa OHa.

— CT0 JIeT Hawero BpeMeHM, — oTBeTHn [ypk. —
Tel Benb 3Haeuwib, YTO TNMPOMUCXOAMUT NMPHU CBEPXCBETO-
BO CKOPOCTH [0JieTa KOCMHYECKOTo Kopabiisi.

— BpeMs Ha GOpTy TeueT MeWleHHee, — KHUBHYJa
Yepurtn.

— Ha, MBI JIETEIN CO CKOPOCTbIO, BJIM3KOI K CKO-
POCTH CBeTa, MO3TOMY BpeMsl Ul Hac MpaKTHYeCKH
ocTaHOBWIOCh. MHOrve Ha KopabJie HafesiTuCh TaKUM
o6pa3zoM nepexuTb npuiuenbles. K coxaieHuio, 310
oKasalach elle OJHa HarpacHas WuUIlo3usi. B KoHLe
KOHLOB MBI NMPU3EMJIMJIUCh Ha TUIaHETy, HaXoAsUlylo-
Ccsl Ha PacCTOSIHMM OBYX HECSATKOB CBETOBBHIX JIET OT-
clofia ¥ NOMNBbITAINCH XOTh Kak-To ycTpouThcsi. He 3Haio,
yIaJloCh JIM 9TO cleaTh KOMY-HUOYAb elle WIN S oc-
TaJICSl TMOCJIEAHUM M3 XHUTEJIei MOEH IJIaHEeThl.

— A KakuM o6pa3oM Tl OKa3aJcs 31ech?.

— Tak Xe, Kak ¥ aApyrue, — otBetwi I'ypk. — Kcra-
T4, KpoMe Kailna ¥ ero kpoBoxaaHbIX 6paTleB, Y
MOPOHOB €CTb M Ipyrue pabrl. A BeAb 3TO IOBOJIbHO
CMELIHO, — OH TMXO XMXMKHYJI, — pabbl, KOTOpBIE XO-
TAT GbITb paGaMu. Brpouem, eciu K 3TOMy NpPHBHI-
KHYTb, BO3MOXHO, BCE OKaXe€TCsl HE TaK YX M ILUIOXO.
JIo Tex mMOp MOKa Thl-KMBEIUb THUXO, KaK MbILIKA, U
Jenaellb Bce, YTO TpeOYIOT MOpPOHBI, €CTh LIaHC Oc-
TaThCSl LIEJIBIM U HEBPEOMMBIM.

YepuUTH TAXeJIO B3JOXHYJA.

— Bce GeccMpicneHHO, .— mpoGopmoTajia OHa. —
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Ecay neiicTBUTENLHOCTb TaKOBa, TO BCe, YTO A Aejlaia
OO CHX TOp, HE UMeeT HUKaKoro cmeicia. HaM Hu-
Korga He noGenuTh nNpuluensueB. Jaxe ecau 31o M
MPOU3OMAET MO YUCTOM CIy4alHHOCTH, BCce paBHO obep-
HEeTCsl HalUMM MOpaXKeHUeM.

— Ho MBI-TO noka XUBbI, UM Thl YK€ He yBepeHa
U B 3TOM?

B yronkax ry6 YepuTH oGO3HaYMIIUCh MevyajbHbIE
CKJIa[IKW.

— Ja, — corjlacujiacb OHa, — MBI XWBBI M Jaxe
HEMHOTO gneiicTByeM MM Ha HepBbl. Ho cToMT Ham
JIOCTaBUTh MOpOHaM GoJiee cepbe3Hble HEMPHUATHOCTH,
M TOrja... — [HeBylUKa LieJKHyna NajblaMH TpaBoM
PYKM, u3obpaxasi B3pHIB.

— Tol cobupaelibcsl KalUTYJIHPOBATh?

I'naza Yeputu HamonHunucs cnezamu. Ho nepyw--
Ky My4yusna He ¢usnueckass 6oab. Ee ayury tepsano
YYBCTBO Oe3bICXONHOCTH H 6ecCHNbHasi CXWrawlias
SIPOCTb. )

— KoHeyHo Xxe, HeT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa. — MbI
o6s13aTe/IbHO NMPOOOLKMM 60pbOy, M, BO3BMOXHO, HaM
JlaxXe yJacTcsi Koraa-HUbyab NMOCYUTAThCS C NMPULIENb-
LaMH.

— OnATh TH NEpeOLEHUBaEIllb CBOU CHIIbI, — BO3-
pasun I'ypk. — KeM GBI THl He ABISLNACh, Yero 6u HU
3Haja, ofHOI Tebe HHKOrga He CINpPaBHUTbCA C HHUMH.

— 3ayeM Toraa MHe BooOOIUE NBITAThCS YTO-IHGO
M3MEHUTL? — HeaoymeBasa YepHTH.

— Yto6s1 XUTh cBobomHOM. Tebe H3BeCTHO Oec-
KOHEYHO MHOrO O MpOLUIOM 3TOH IUIaHETHI, ropasjio
6onblue, yeM KOMY-JIMO0 M3 XHMBYLIMX Ha Hel cenyac.
Pasymeercs, THl He CMOXelIb HH pa3bUTb MOPOHOB,
HU HAHECTM UM XOThb KaKOW-HUOYNb Majio-MajlbCKHU
yuiep0, 1a ¥ HUKTO He cyMmeeT 3Toro caeiatb. Ho B
TBOHX CHJIaX BEPHYTb cBoGoxy ApYrHM. Xouyellb 3HaTh,
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noueMy s ocTtajics ¢ BaMu? TOJBbKO TOTOMY, YTO BEpIO:
Thl crioco6Ha Ha 3To. Bce 3t mypaku, HasblBaloliue
cebs1 MATEXHHWKaAMH WM MOBCTAHLIAMM, OeNalOT JIMlLb
TO, UTO UM NO3BONAIOT. [TONOGHO MHOTUM APYrUM ThI
TOXe Morja Obl HailTM 34ech CIIOKOWHOE MECTEYKO M
XHUTb Ha cBoboge. ’

TonbKO yepe3 HECKOJILKO CeKyHI no YepuTH, Ha-
KOHell, IOLUeN CMBICH CKa3aHHOro ['ypkoM.

— OueBHAOHO, Thl IWIYTHIIL? — efie CABILIHO Mpo-
M3Heca OHa.

— Bogce Her.

Ha nuue I'ypka nosiBwiach cTpaHHasi Jobpas, noy-
TH oTedeckasl yJabiOKa.

— ThHl pecTBUTENbHO TaK nOyMaewb? — YeputH
pe3Ko BbinpsiMmiiachk. — OrJISSHUCH BOKPYT, MOCMOTPH
Ha 3Ty Tak Ha3biBaeMyio CBO6G0AHYI0 30HY M NMOBTOPH
TO, YTO Thl TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJl MHE, — CpbIBalOLLMMCS
TOJIOCOM TONPOCHJIA OHa.

— 3hech J10OM CYACTIMBBI, — TUXO OTBETUJ Kap-
JIMK.

— Ha Het xe! OHM HecyacTHbI! — BOCKJIMKHYNa
Yeputn. — OHU TIEHHUKH, OHH...

— Onu cBoboaHbl, — nepedun ee I'ypk.

OH OyKBaJIbHO COTHYJICS B CBOEM KpecJie M CMOT-
pen Ha YepHUTH Cc TaMHCTBEHHBIM BbIpaXEHHEM JIHLA.
TonbKo ceifyac OHa BOPYT BIIEpBbIE IMOYYBCTBOBasIa, KakK
6GeCKOHEYHO cTap 3TOT YeJIoBeK, CTap M MO-CBOEMY MYID.

— OHMu cBOGOOHBI, — HACTOWYMBO NOBTODHI
I'ypk. — Bce 3T Jioau ObUIM OBl yXX€ HaBHO MEpTBHI,
ecnv Obl ONHaXABl MX He NOCTaBWIM cioja. Tel xe
caMa Bce Buaena!

— O na! — ckpeiBasi IyLIEBHYIO MYKY, Y/IBIOHY1ach
Yeputn. — DTO Te, KOrO MOPOHBI HE CMOTJIM HCMOJb-
30BaTh B CBOMX MHTEpecax M KOMY IOCYaCTIMBHUJIIOCH
BO BpeMsl 3KCIMEPUMEHTOB He: OTAaTb KOHLbI!
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— U Bce-TakM OHHM XMBbI! — NMpPOAOJIKAJT HACTaH-
BaTh ['ypK, — XMBBI M JeNaloT BCE, YTO XOTAT, OHH...

‘— Ho 3710 Xe He Tak! — 3aOXHy/Iach OT BO3MYyllle-
Husg YepuTH. — DTH JIIOAM TJEHHHKH M MPEKPacHO
3HaloT 06 3ToM. Jla, OHM, AEHCTBUTENILHO, CBOGOAHO
XHBYT B 3TOM ropoAe, MoA 3THM YYAOBMIUHBIM KyIoO-
noM. OaHako Tak OymeT MpoOmO/XKaTbCss OO TeX Mop,
NoKa 3TOro XOTAT MypaBbM!

— Hy n 4t0? — crnokoitHo Bo3pa3wia ['ypk. — Be-
nuka v pasHuua? S Hukorga He 6bUT 3HAKOM C MH-
poM, B KOTOPOM Thl pOAWIach, HO ONHO 3HAI0 HaBep-
HsiKa: Bbl M paHblie He OblIM CBOGOAHEI, caMH
ycTaHaB/IMBasi A ceGg MHOTMe TpaHHULBI, NMpeojoe-
Basg UX U BHOBb HaTJIKHBasiCb Ha IpYTHe, yXe BO3Be-
IeHHbIE [UIA Bac MpHpoaoil. Bel 6bUIM CBOGOAHBI po-
BHO HAaCTOJIBKO, HAacCKOJbKO BaM TMO3BOJIsANa TakK
Ha3blBaeMasl BbICIlIas CIPaBEIMBOCTb.

— Ho 310 Xxe coBcem apyroe, — Bo3pa3niaa Ye-
PHUTH.

— Pa3HMlia He TaK yX M BeJiMKa, KaK Tebe KaxeT-
cs, — yabibHycsa I'ypk.

YepuTH NMpHHsIaCh HEPBHO pacXaXXHMBaTh MO KOM-
Hate. CHavyaja oHa XoTejia rpy60 HamyCTHTbCS Ha
I'ypka, mOTOM BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBWJIACh M MPHUCTAILHO
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

— Tol Bepuwib B bora?

3rtoT BOMpOC, Ka3sajock, ourejoMuwt ['ypka, 6onee
TOro, NMpHBEN B HeomucyeMoe cMylleHHe. Heckosbko
CEKYHIl KapJIMK 0GecKypaxeHHO cMOTpen Ha YepHuTH,
3aTéM THXO TPOMOJIBHIL:

— Ha. Bo3aMOXHO, HEMHOIO ITO-APYTOMY, Y€M ThI,
HO... Beplo. Tak-4To Moit OTBeT «la».

— S Ttoxe, — oTBeTW]Ia YepuUTH, — U MO3TOMY $
y6exiena: MpHUILETbLBI MOTYT ObITh YeEM YTOQHO, TOJNb-
Ko He Boxpeil kapoit, — OHa NMocMOTpe/la B OKHO M
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FHEBHO B3MaxHyJla KyJlakoM: — SI He Xo4y TaK XHTb!

M Bce 3TH moaM, — TUXUM LIENOTOM AoGaBwia ne-
BylIKa, — TOXE€ HE€ MOOJDKHBbI BJIAYUTh CTOJb >KaJIKoe
CylLIeCTBOBaAaHHE.

— Crnosa! Bcero Juib KpacuBbie CJIOBa, KalUTaH
Yeputn Jleitpa. Bce moaM — mactepa NMpPOMU3HOCHTh
KpacuBble peus. 1 M3yyan Baury JUTepaTypy M HCTO-
pHIO M npuuieN K BBIBOAY, HallM Hapoibl — TBOH H
Mo# — uMeloT ropa3fo Oosblie ob6lero, 4eM Thl Ay-
Maewsb. [IpaBaa, -cyluecTByeT OQHO Ba)XXHOE OTIMYHE:
Mbl yXe€ [NaBHbIM-JaBHO MOHSIJIK, YTO BELUM HYXHO
NMPUHMMATb TaKMMH, KaK OHH €CTh. .

— HIMeHHO moaToMy BBl M MOruGau? — chbs3BUIA
Yeputu.

— IlpocTto MBI HEe CyMenu BOBpeMsl M3BJieUb HyX-
Hble YPOKH, — CIOKOIHO Bo3pa3un I'ypk. — MBbl nbi-
TaJUch GOPOTbCA € HEU3OEXHBIM, U BOT peE3yJIbTarT:
Hac He ctano. A He xod4y, yToOB MogOOHas ydyacTb
MOCTUIJIa M TBOM Hapon.

— IloaTomy THl M OCTaics ¢ HamMu? — Crpocuna
Yeput. — Tak BOT B yeM 3aKiII0O4aeTCs HacTosLias
NpUYMHA TBOEH NPENAHHOCTH: Thl MPOCTO GOMILLCH.

— EpyHpna, — o6opBan ee 'ypk. — S He pa3 roso-
pun tebe, YyTO THI NMepeoleHuBaellb cebs. Bo3moxHoO,
MOPOHBl M HMX TOMOIUHHMKH — OGaHIWUTBI, HO KaXIbli
HUCTHMHHBIA THpaT, KaK NpaBWIO, Bcerga ObLI XOpo-

. IUMM GU3HecMeHOM. 3aBoeBaTh IUIaAHETY, TOCITOACTBO-
BaTh Ha HEH B TEYEHME MATHUACCATH JIeT, a TOTOM YHHY-
‘TOXHTh €€ B OIUH TMPEKPacHbIif MOMEHT TOJIBKO
MOTOMY, YTO KakKasi-TO ocoba Hayajia JOCTaBJISITh He-
npugaTHocth? Her, 3TO He 3KOHOMHYHO, a 3HAYHT,
HEBBITOJIHO.

— BenukonenHo! — pasosnunace Yeputu. — B Ta-
KOM ciy4yae maBaiiTe mpocto cpaauMcs! A ceifyac xe
OTINpaBiIOCh Ha 6a3y MODOHOB M OTIaM cebsl B PYKH
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apyxkoB Kaiina. BosmoxHo, npemroxeHue CroyHa
ellle OCTaeTCH B CUJI€ U OH CHEJIaeT MEHSI CBOUM aIb-
10TAHTOM.

I'ypk meyajsbHO mnocmoTpen Ha Yeputu. B ero
B3TsAge He 6bLIO THeBa, TONLKO 60Jib H pa3oyapoBa-
HHe.

— B usBectHOM cmbicie CTOYH BbIOpas NMpaBHIIb-
HBIf MYTb, — HEMHOTO MOMOJTYaB, CKa3ajl KapjHK. —
OH NOHSJI, YTO BCSKOE CONMPOTHBIIEHHE GECMOJIE3HO U
NOMBbITAJICS] U3BJIEYb M3 JAaHHOM CHUTyaUUM KaK MOXHO
6onblie TONB3bI I cebst U WIs cBoero Hapoga. Jly-
Malo, 37eCh Thl CO MHOM corjacuiubcsi: B Oosbliei
Mepe, KOHeyHO, Wit cebs, yeM mis monein. Ho cam
NMpUHLIMN B OOLUEM-TO HE TaK yX IUIOX.

K ux o6ologHoMy yauBneHUo, YepuTH He Bo3pa-
Xana. «Bo3aMoxHO, OHM o06a mpaBbi, HO KOXObIH MO-
CBOEMY», — MOAyMaJla OHa M, He roBOps HH CJIOBa,
BBILIA M3 KOMHATHI.



IJIABA 12

B nseHaauarts et Kaitn BnepBble OoTnpaBHICSA Ha
OXOTY M yOMJI CBOEro nepBoro yejaoBeka. A yepes noj-
rofa eMy ObUIO CYXIEHO BCTPETHUTbCS C HEBOYKOM...

K stomy Bpemenn Kaiut yxe obnagan TesioM B3poc-
JIOTO MYX4YMHBI M MHCTHHKTaMM yo6uituel. C Toro ca-
MOTO [IIHsl, KOTZla OH B TepBbIii pa3 ocTaBua 6asy W
yrTy6uincs B o6CTynaBllIMe ee CO BCEX CTOPOH [DKYHI-
JIM, OXOTa CTajia IJIaBHOW U OCHOBHOMW 4YacTblO €ro
CYLIECTBOBaHUsI, €AMHCTBEHHLIM pa3BjiedeHUEM OOBI-
JIEHHOM XH3HHW, B OCHOBHOM COCTOSIILEH M3 €XeIHEB-
HBIX TPEHMPOBOK, 3aHSATHI M GECKOHEYHBIX YPOKOB,
€AVHCTBEHHOM UEJIbI0O KOTOPBIX SIBJISJIACh CUCTEMaTH-
yeckasi pabota Haj cBouM TesnoM. Kaitn maxe mosio-
6vn oxoty. OH HayyumJcs OTKIIIOYaTh 00JIb, MPUYUHSA-
€MYI0 MypaBbsIMH, HaydWICs ITEPEeHOCUTh Pa3HOro poaa
avweHus. Kaitm HUKoraa He 3aiyMbIBaJICsi Hal TeM,
Mo4yeMy C HUM IPOAENBIBAIOT BCE 3TO; ero Goblie He
MHTEpeCOBaJIM TIPUYHMHBI.

Tonpko K OZHOMY, YTO He LUIO HY B KAKOE CpaBHe-
HHUe ¢ du3nyeckoii 6onblo, Kail HUKaK He MOr NpPUBBI-
KHYTb. OH OHl €llle CMHPWICS C TeMH HM3MEHEHMSIMH,
KOTOPBIMH MypaBBbH ITOABEPIVIH €ro TeJOo, HO C TeM, YTO
OHH COTBOPWJIH C ero mywoit, — Her. Ilpasnma, Kaitn He
CJIOMaJICS, KAK MHOTHE Mera-BOMHEI, . TOTHGIINe BO Bpe-
Msl TPEHHMPOBOK — TaK HU pa3y M He NOKMHYB INpencibl
CBOE€#1 TIOPbMBI B CEpe6pSHOM KyTIO/Ie — WJIM MOJIHOCTbIO
roTepsBIlHe paccynoK. OfHaKo ¢ KaXIbIM IHEM 4YeJo-
Beyeckoro B Kailie octaBajiocs Bce MeHbLIE U MEHbLIE.
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Kaszanoch, ero myuia MOCTENEHHO ITOKpbIBalaCh TOJIC-
THIM CTaIbHBIM NaHUMUPEM, 4Yepe3 KOTOPbIH HHYTO H
HUKOTZIa YK€ He MOIJIO MPOHUKHYTH.

OxoTa npeBpaTHJiach B €EAMHCTBEHHOE pa3BieyeHHe
B Xxu3HM Kaiima. Bbliasky B AXYHMIM ObUIM ropaspo
onacHee TPEHUPOBOK, €XEAHEBHO B TEYEHHUE CEMH JIeT
npoxoaMBLIMX B Kyrojiax. HeMHorue u3 Tex, ¢ kem
HauMHan Kaitn, cymenu Bekutb. Kainy noseano 60ib-
e OpyruX, M K JBeHa[LaTH rofaM ero peakiius, CHa,
tdeHoMeHaNbHasi CITOCOGHOCTb K pereHepaluy JOCTHUT-
7Y BbiClLiel Touku. Pasymeercsi, co3gaHHbIE HCKYCCTBEH-
HbIM TIyTEM MPOTUBHMKH, C KOTOPHIMH MOJIOAbIE BO-
MHBI CPaXaJlliChb BO BpeMsl TPEHHMPOBOK, ObUIM CTOJNb
Xe OonmacHbl U KOBapHbI, KaK ¥ MOHCTpBI, IMOACTeperaB-
lKe UX Ha oxoTe. Kpome Toro, HamajgeHHe 3THX TBa-
peit Takoke MOTIJIO 3aKOHYMTHCS CMEPThIO Mera-BOMHa.
M Bce-Taku OHM OBUIM HEHACTOSILIMMM, 3aIpOrpaMMHu-
POBaHHBIMH Ha moGeny BOCIMHMTAHHHUKOB. A BOT OOHMTa-
TeJIAM JDKYHIJIEH NPUXOQUIIOCH MTOCTOSTHHO GOpOThCs 3a
BbIXWBaHME. DbIBasIM ciyyau, Korma Mera-BOMHBI He
Bo3BpalllayIuCh ¢ oXoThi. OpHaxabl Kaitn cam ctan cBH-
IeTesieM TOro, Xak Ha OXOTHHMKa HabpOCHMJIOCh OrpoM-
'HOe, TIOKDBITOE TOJICTHIM MaHLMPEM CYLUECTBO U TYT
Xe Ha MecTe yHu4ToXxwio ero. OgHako Kaitn v nanb-
LIeM He TOoLUeBeJIMI, YTOOBl NMOMOYbL TOBApHILY.

U BoT HacTynun neHb, xorga Kaitn BcTpetun ne-
BOYKY. .

BoWHBI OXOTWJIMCE B IDKYHIVISAX HE TOJIRKO Ha XH-
BOTHbIX. MHOTIa BO BpeMs BbUIa3KH, MPOAOJIKaBLUEH -
Cs, KaK NMpaBWIO, OKOJIO YEThIpeX 4YacoB, B TeYeHHe
KOTOPHIX UM 3arnpellaoch MOJIb30BaTbCsi KaKHUM-JIMOO
OpYXHWEM, OHH BCTpEYaU Ty3emleB. BTo GBUIM ryMa-
HOMIBI, OYeHb Moxoxue Ha Kaina ¥ Apyrux mMonombix
BOMHOB, NpaBJAa, He TaKHe BHICOKME U CHIIbHbIe. Kaiin
3HaJ, YTO 3eMJISHE OOHMTAaIOT Ha IPOTHBOMOJIOXHOM
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CTOpPOHE BBLICOXLIErO pycjla peKH, CTaBLIEro CBOeo6-
pa3HbIM 6apbepoM, 3a KOTOPBI JOMYCK Mera-BOMHaM
6bL1 BocnpelleH. B aTom HepaBHOM 6010, CKopee no-
XOXXHWM Ha YOMICTBO, CyLIECTBOBAIO OJAHO-EAUHCTBEH-
HOe MpaBWIO: Ty3eMeLl, MPeoaoeBLInit 6apbep A0 TOro,
KaK ero_HaCTHraJl Mera-BOMH, OCTaBJISIJICSI B XMBBIX.

B TOT AeHb B IXYHIJIM OTMPaBHJIOCH LIECTEPO:
Kaitn, nBa Mera-BoMHa, UME€H KOTOPBIX OH HE 3Hal, U
Tpoe ciyr. [IpaBna, MypaBeM HHKOIZa He BMELIMBa-
JIMCb B XoI OMTBBI, BCeraa BBICTyMNasli TOJILKO B POJiK
Habsionarteneii. Bckope BOMHBI OOHapyXHWJM CleAbl
3eMJISIH U, HE Tepsisl HU CEKYHAbI, CTUIM AeiCTBOBaTh
1o cBoeit OObIYHOM METOAMKE: OOWH MPOAOJLKHI Ipe-
ciefoBaHKe XepTB Mo cieny, a Kaiut v BTOpO#t Mera-
BOMH OGpocuinch B o6xol, utobbl oTpe3aTh Gerieuam
MoCNeAHUN MYyThb K CMaceHMIO; KaXIOTo M3 HHUX CO-
NMpOBOXAAI CJIyra.

Kaitn ¢ TpynoM mpoaBuraicsi Brepea. MecTHOCTb
oKa3ajacbhb ropasfo OIacHee, YeM OH IMpearnosnarani,
KpOM€ TOro, Ha HEero To M AeJio KHJajachb BCsiKas He-
yucTh. OOUH pa3 Kakoe-TO YYNOBMILE C TaKOi sIpOCTbIO
BNWIOCH €My B Hory, yto Kaiiny nmoHano6mock-0Ko-
JIO YETBEPTH 4Yaca IJisl TOro, 4YToOsl MOAaBUThL GOJib U
MPOOJLXUTb MyTb. U Bce-Taku, HECMOTpPA Ha Henpe[-
BUAEHHYIO 3aiepXKy, Kainy ynanoch nepBbIM HaCTHT-
HYTb Ty3€MLIEB. "

O6ocTpeHHbiit cayx Kaitna, HakOHel, yJIOBHI 3BY-
KM 1LaroB M OTHeJbHbie (pa3sl pa3roBopa 3eMJISH,
KOTOpble OBICTPO NMPOABHIAINCH Briepen, XUTPO 3amny-
ThiBass ciaenbl. Cyns mo BceMy, OHM HampaBJsJIUCh B
CTOpPOHY, NPOTHBOIMOJIOXHYIO TOH, Ille UX UCKAIU OC-
TaJIbHbIE Mera-BOWHBI.

3eMisiH oKasayioch Tpoe. Ilo McxoauBLieMy OT Ten
3anaxy M pasJiMyHoit Taxectn luaroB Kaitn omnpene-
JIMJI, YTO 3TO MYXYMHa, XeHIUMHa N pebeHOK. OH
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NPOCKOJb3HYJl 32 BLICOKHil KYyCTapHHMK, OKpacKa JIMC-
TBBl KOTOPOrO MOJHOCTHIO CJMBajaCh C LBETOM €ro
KOCTIOMa-XaMeJIeOHa, M 3aCThUl, CTapasiCh He IMolleBe-
JUTb HU OOHUM MycKynoM. Ilo3agu, B TeHH packu-
IMCTBIX AEpPEBbEB, MPUTAWICA MypaBeii.

Mexny TeM wiaru GHICTPO NMPUOIHXATUCh, U BCKO-
pe Kaitn Boouuio y6emwicd, 4yto He owunbes. I1o-Bu-
IMMOMY, 3TO Obiyia CyrpyXecKasi Mapa, o6a BBICOKOTO
pocTa M HEMPHUBBIYHO KPEmnkoro TenocnoxeHus. Ha
MY>XXYHHE ObUl KOCTIOM, CLUMTBII M3 KyCKOB TKaHM BCEX
OTTEHKOB 3€JIEHOTO 1IBeTa, MpeKpacHO obneraBLIXi ero
cTpoitHyio- durypy. Ha >keHuiMHe — TOYHO Takas Xe
1o6ka. Ob6a oKa3anuch BOOPY>XEHbl M, Npo6Hpasich CKBO3b
IKYHIJIM, BHMMaTENLHO OCMaTPHBAJIUCh MO CTOPOHAaM,
NPUMISAABIBASsICh K KaXION TEHM, yJNaBIMBasg Kaxnoe
noctopoHHee ABHXeHHe. «OHU OYEHb OCTOPOXHbBI», —
C HEKOTOphIM yBaxXeHHeM noayman Kaiin. IlpaBaa, oH
HEe MOT IOXBacTaThCsl OOJIBLUMM ONBITOM B OXOTe Ha
TyMaHOMJIOB M ceifyac CMYTHO TOAO3peBaT, YTO Bceraa
HECKOJIbKO HeJOOLEHHBaI 3TUX Ocobeii.

JeTeHbilly 3eMJISIH Ha BWA €OBa JU MCIONHWIOCH
Gonblue BOCLMM-AEBATH JIET, OAHAKO OH TOXE JIOBKO
M MOYTH OGeCluyMHO INpPOABUTAICS BIEpel M IEepBbIM
sametun Kaijuta. ’

PonuTtenn NeBOYKH YXe TIPOUUIM MHUMO YKDHITHS
Mera-BOMHa, HaxOAMBLIErocss OT HUX MeTpax B Jecsi-
TH, TaK U He o6HapyXHB ero npucyrctBus. Ho pe6e-
HOK BJPYT OCTaHOBMJICSI U NPUCTAJIbHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha
BouHa. [Tonavany Kaitn maxe He BCTpEBOXMIICA: KOC-
TIOM JIeJ1aJl ero COBEepILIEHHO He3aMeTHbhIM B 4Yallie Jjieca,
no3aGoTuJics OH M O JIMLEe, NpeaBapUTENbHO HaHecs
Ha KOXY 3ejleHylo KpacKy. U Bce-Taku neBoyKa yBH-
nena Kaitna. CHayayia B ee IJla3ax He ObUIO HU CTpa-
Xa, HM yXaca, JIHIIp HEBUHHOE OEeTCKOe JII0OONBITCT-
Bo. IToToM oOHa, Kaszajoch, coobpa3uiyia, KTO CTOMT
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niepel Heil, NMogHsNa PYKY M OOGBHHSIIOLMM XECTOM
yKasajia Ha Mera-BovHa. JleBouka gaxe HEMHOrO Npu-
OTKphIJIa POT, OJJHAKO HE HU3Jajla HU 3ByKa.

Peakuuss poaurteneil 6bujla MOYTH MIHOBEHHOW.
XeHiMHa pe3ko MOBepHYyNach MU MUCNYraHHbIM OBH-
KEHUEM mpuxala K cebe pebGeHKa, a MyX4YMHa BBI-
XBaTHUJI OPY>XHE U ABaXAbl, MIOYTU HE LIEJISICh, BBICTpE-
JIKA B TIPOTMBHHKA.

Kaiin JIoBKO yBEepHYJCS OT MepBOro 3apsaa, HO
BTOpPO# BCE-TakKM HacCTUT ero, NMoAoOGHO KpolUueYHOMY
HaceKOMOMY TMpOrphi3 XHUBYIO TKaHb KOCTIOMa M IIy-
6oko Bnuicsi B Teno. Ilo opraHM3My Mera-BouMHa TYT
Xe CT&l pacTeKaTbCsl CMepTeJibHbIM HepBHO-Napaiu-
TUYECKHUH s, TMMPOHU3bIBass BCE CTpallHO# Oo0Jblo.
Kaiiny kasajoch, 4To ero OYKBajJbHO pa3pblBalOT Ha
YaCTH TBICSIYM OCTPO OTTOYEHHBIX KOITEH M KIIBIKOB.-

Mera-BOMH OTHpPsSIHYJ Ha3aa. B cuMTaHHBIE CEKYH-
Al opraHu3Mm Kaitma caenan aHanu3 sima, Hallesl ero
TIPOM3BOAHBIE U, aKTUBU3UPYS CJIOXHYIO CUCTEMY 3H-
3UMOB M 3JIEMEHTOB MHOXECTBa pa3HOOOpa3HbIX Xe-
Jie3, MPUCTYNUJ K HEWTpaliM3auMM, TpeBpallas TOK-
CHYHOE colepXuMoe B 6e3BpelHble HeEHTpaJbHBIE
KOMNOHEeHTbl. OJHOBPEMEHHO C 3THM COKPAaTHIIMCh
TKaHW BOKPYT Karcyjbl, He HJaBasi €ifi BO3MOXHOCTH
NPOHUKHYTh BIIyOb opraHuama. OrHecTpesibHasi paHa
3aKpbUIaCh € TaKOM Xe CKOPOCThbIO, KaK M IMOSABMIACD.
Korma MrHoBenue cnycts Kaitn 6pocuics Ha TyseM-
11a, OT Hee yXe He OCTajJoChb M -clefa.

Oco3HaB Gecroye3HOCTb CBOErOo OpPYXHUsl NPOTHB
Takoro NpPOTHBHMUKA, MyX4YHHa He cTayl GojibllUe CTpe-
aatb. OH Jaxe caesajl ABUXEHHUE, CJIOBHO cOOMpasich
OTNPBLITHYTb B CTOPOHY, HO BJPYT PE3KO OCTaHOBMJICS
n Bctpethin Kaitna MOLIHBIM yZapoM npHKiama B ro-
nosy. Paspmancs crpaiHsiit Tpeck. IIpukiag BUHTOBKH
6yKBaJIbHO BreyaTajicss B BUCOK MEra-BOMHa, TaK 4To
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Ha Kakylo-To Jiojilo cekyHabl y Kaina nmomMyrwioch B
rojioBe. U Bce Xe OH ycnen NMOAHATb PYKH, HHCTHH-
KTMBHO 3allMIlasiCb OT BTOpPOro ynapa, KOTOpbIM XO-
TeJl HAHECTH eMy 3eMJISHHUH. BeiOuTass U3 pyk yesioBe-
Ka BMHTOBKA OTJIETE/Ia B CTOPOHY M yTajla Ha 3eMJIIO.

Cosnanue Kana mocreneHHo nposcHuiaoch. OH
3aMETHJI, YTO F'YMaHOHMI BbITALUWI HOX, U IMoONbITAICA
YCKOJIb3HYTb, HO €ro peaklidsi BHOBb HEMHOIO 3aro3-
nana. JAVHHBIA KIMHOK TJy6OoKO Bolles B LIEIO BO-
uHa, 1 Kaitl nouyBcTBOBajl, Kak B rOpJO JILETCS CO-
6CcTBEHHast KpOBb.

Cyns mo BceMy, OH HanpacHO HacTOJILKO HEOOOLE-
HUA 3emisiHuHA. Kait naxe npeacraBuTh cebe He Mor,
YTO eMy NMPUAETCS TaK OXECTOYEHHO CPaXaThCsl C OOBbIK-
HOBEHHBLIM aGopureHoM. M cHoBa ero BBIpYy4YMJIO MOA-
CO3HaHUE M HCKYCCTBEHHO OTTOYEHHble WHCTHHKTHI.
Kaitn ¢ HeoGbIYHOIM CUJION CXBaTHJI MYXYHMHY 3a PYKY,
CAAaBMB €€ CJIOBHO XEJIE3HBIMM THCKaMH, TaK YTO pa3-
JaNicsl XpYCT CJOMaHHBIX KOCTeil, 3aTeM CBOGOAHOM
PYKOi1 BbIpBajl TOpYalllMif B ropjie HOX M OJHHUM MOLL-
HBIM yIapoM NPUIBO3AWI FyMaHOMAAa K 3eMile.

Ornsanyslukch, Kaitn 3aMeTHs, 4TO XEHIUMHA H
peGeHOK co Bcex HOT yGeraloT B yally Jieca.

CexyHAy OH TNOTpaTHJ Ha aHaIM3 COGCTBEHHBIX
own60oK B 3TOM 6010, CBHUAETENEM KOTOPOIrO CTaJl MYy-
paBei, U 3a KOTOpble €My €lle, BO3MOXHO, NPHAETCA
HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, 3aTEM B3MaxHYB HOXOM 3€M-
JITHUHA, Gpocui ero Bcien Oeryeuam. )

Kaitn uenun B peGeHka. OgHaKoO HOX, KOTODBIA
IOJXeH Obl1 YOMTb NeBOYKY, JIMILb HEMHOIO 3aes ee
rieyo. PeGeHOK BCKPMKHYNM oT Gomu M ynaa. Ilpo-
6opMoTaB NMpoKJAThe, Kail KMHYJICA BIOTOHKY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT INPOM3OLLIO HEYTO COBEPIUEHHO
HenpeaBHAeHHOe. BMecTo TOro 4YTo6el CKpBITHCA B
IDKYHIJISIX, MoJioiasi XEHIMHa BAPYT OCTaHOBWIACb,
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PaclUMPEHHBIMH OT yXKaca IJla3aMW TOCMOTpeja CHa-
yajia Ha AeBOYKy, NoToM Ha Kaiina v c ayuwepasaupa-
IOLLUM KPUKOM Tmobexana K pebeHKy.

Kaiin Tak nopasuiics 3TOMy, YTO MOYTH He 3alllK-
LIaJicsl, KOrha XeHUIMHa, BbITAHYB Bheped PYKH, 6po-
CHJIaCh MEXIY HUMHM M CTajla M30 BCEX CHJI MOJIOTHTb
ero KyJlakaMM, XOTsI HECKOJIbKO yOapOB OKa3aJlhCh
JOBOJILHO-TaKM YYBCTBUTEJIbHBIMM. HeoxunaHHO B ee
PYKe OJIeCHYN KHHXaJl, Jie3BHe KOTOpPOro LEeJHJIOCh
Kairy npssmo B m1a3. Mera-BOMH cyMeJl. yBEpHYTbCS,
3aTeM JIOBKO BBICTaBMJI BIEpel HOTYy M, KOraa XeH-
LIMHa CNOTKHYJach, HaHeC eil CMepTeJbHbIH ynap B
rojoBy. He ycnena ona ymactb Ha 3emito, Kak Kaitn
yXXe MOBEPHYJCsl, COOMpasiCh NMOKOHYUTb C peOEHKOM.

OpgHako OH Tak M He caenan 3toro. He cMor.

HeoxunanHo Kaiin -moHsi, "noueMy BepHYJIach
XeHllMHa. OHa, HECOMHEHHO, NMPEeKpPacHO OCO3HaBa-
Jla, YTO Y Hee HeT HMKAKMX LIAHCOB CIPAaBHUTLCS C
TaKMM TIPOTMBHMKOM, KaK MEra-BOMH, U TEM He Me-
Hee GpocHyiach Ha 3all{UTy CBOero pebGeHKa.

OueHb MEIJIEHHO, CJIOBHO pa3pbiBasl HeBUIAUMbIE
CTaibHble Lend, Kaitn onycTun nomHsaTele Ui cMep-
TeJbHOTO ymapa pykKHM M NMOCMOTpesI Ha neBouky. OHa
BCE TaK Xe€ HEeNoABHXHO JieXajla Ha CNUHE, He CBOAs
C HEero WHMPOKO OTKPBITHIX OT YyXaca TEMHBbIX IJas3.
Kaiin ocTOpoXHO onmycTHJICS mepel AeBOYKON Ha KO-
JIECHW U NPOTSIHYN el pYKy, COBepLIEHHO He TOHKMad,
IToYeMy BCe 3TO -AeflaeT, HO B MIYOMHEe OYLUM YYBCT-
Bys, YTO INOCTYTIaeT COBEPILUEHHO NPaBHJIbHO.

Kaiin siBCTBEHHO OHIYLUAN yXac, KOTOPbIH MCITbI-
TBIBAJIO 3TO MaJieHbKOE CYLUECTBO, U B €ro rojose
HEOXHIAHHO NMpOMeNIbKHYJIA cyMaclueaiuas Meiciab. OH
BIApPYr MOAYMaJ, 4TO AE€BOYKa, OYEBHIOHO, MeHblle Go-
HUTCS CMEPTH, YeM OCBOOOXIEHHS.

«KeM xe 3T0 HyXHO OBITh, YTOOBI pebGeHOK GosJI-
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ca Tebs Gonybllie CMEPTU?» — YyXacHyJCs Mpo cebs
Kaitn. .

— He... Goiica, MaJieHbKasi, — BHE3allHO OXpHII-
UMM TOJIOCOM CKa3ajl BOUH, — OH He NMPHUBHIK FOBO-
pPUTb TaKMe cjloBa, — s Tebe HHYero He caenaio.

JeBouka MoJjyajia, Kpenko 3aXxXMypuB rjasza. Kaiin
norajajcsi, YTO OHa MPOCTO HE CJBILIKT, a, BO3MOX-
HO, JaXe He MOHWMAET ero.

B 3To BpeMs 3a cnuHoi Kaila nocnbllianuce
1Iary, ¥ Ha JIUUO OEBOYKM ynajia TeHb MypaBbsi. OHa
OTKpbUIA IJIa3a M CHOBa MOCMOTpEJa Ha Mera-BOMHa,
HO, CTpaHHOE [ieJlo, TeNnepb B ee B3MIsAAE yXe He OblIo
CTpaxa, B HEM CBETWIMCH JIMIIb HEHABUCTb M OTBpa-
LIeHHe.

Kaiiy noBepHyn rojioBy K rMraHTCKOMY MYpaBbloO,
KOTOpbIfi CBepXy BHHM3 HEBO3MYTHMO B3HMpal Ha pe-
6eHka.

— Tlouemy TH MemIWLIL? — HaKOHEW pasjajics
TPECKYYMI1 TOJIOC BXMBJIEHHOTO B TOPJIO CJIYTH KOMIIb-
I0Tepa,. anmnapara-nepeBoAYuKa. — YHHYTOXb €e.

Kaitn cHoBa nocMoTpen Ha aeBouky. OHa 6e33Byd-
HO myakana, Ho Kaitn yxe 3Haj, yTO NpUYMHOMN CTpPY-
SLUMXCS M0 ee 3amaykKaHHOMY JIMYUKY ciie3 ObUl BOBCE
He CTpax CMEepTH, a YXXacCHBI BHUA ABYX TaKMX MOHCT-
poB. EMy BOpyr mokasanoch, 6yOTO YbsSi-TO HEBMAM-
Masi HeuyeJIOBEYeCKH CHJIbHasi pyKa CXBaTHia M MeI-
JeHHO cxana ero cepaue. OH BHOBb OLUyTHI cebs
NATUWIETHUM MaJIbBYHKOM, AepXallMM Ha pyKax yMH-
paloLIero Apyra, B MEPBbI U IOCIEAHUIH pa3 B XU3HH
Y3HaBILMM, 4YTO TaKoe XaJIoCTh U CKOPOb.

— YHHUUYTOXb ee! — OmnATb pasfajicsi TpebGoBaTelb-
"HBIM TONOC CIYTH.

Kaiin eime pa3 mocMoTpen Ha OeBOYKY, MEIJIEHHO
MOAHSJICA M, pa3BePHYBIUHUCh, OMHUM MOJIHHEHOCHBIM
yaapoM y6us MypaBbs.
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* W *

HecMoTpst Ha cTpauiHoe onycrouleHne U GyitHYIO
PacTUTENBHOCTD, TOPOA C Kphiluu JIyBpa BCe elle npen-
CTaBJIsIJ1 COG0OM BENMKOJIENMHOE, MOUYTH Yapyiollee 3pe-
JIMLLIE, KaKUM-TO YYyJOM COXpaHMUB Obuloe Bennume. [a,
MOpPOHBI JAEACTBUTENLHO pa3pYLIMIH BeJTUKOJIENHbIE
30aHUS M YJHULBI, UCKOPEHWIHN CJieAbl YeloBeYyecKon
_XHM3HH M TBOPYECTBA YeJIOBEYECKHUX DYK — BCe 3TO
Tenepb OKa3ajloCh MO Ty CTOPOHY OBITMSI, — OJHAaKo
MM He yJajochb yYHMYTOXHMTb CaM OyX 3TOro ropoja.
[Mapux M ceituac Boruiowan B cebe BCe TO, 3a YTO
BeKaMH Goposnuch Jioau: cBobony, XH3Hb, CIpaBel-
JIUBOCTb...

YepuTn MeUIEHHO OTyCTHJIa MOJIEBOI GHHOKIIb H
NMOCMOTpesia Ha CTOSIBLIMX pANOM ¢ Heill Bapnepa u
Ckannepa. «MMHTepeCcHO, YTO YyBCTBYIOT 3TH ABOE NpPH
BHJIe ‘Pa3OPEHHOrO ropojia», — MnoAyMaia oHa. Bmpo-
4yeM, BMOJIHE BO3MOXHO, OHH BOOOLIE HE MCIBITHIBA-
IOT HMKaKuX aMouwmii, u ['ypk, NeiCTBUTENLHO, NpaB:
cBo6ojla — 3TO BCEro-HaBCEro MJUIIO3Ms, 33 KOTOPYIO
HE CTOMT MATH Ha CMEpTh?..

Yeput 0TOpPOCHIA 3Ty MBICAb W CHOBa TNpPHHS-
JlaCh BCMaTpUBaThCsl B CWIY3T DiideneBoii GawHu. Ha
KaKoe-TO MTHOBEHHE el JaXe ToKa3ajlochb, 4YTO Ha
caMO¥l BeplUIMHE COOPYXEHHSI YTO-TO TYCKJIO OJiecHY-
JIO M 3alUeBEeNIIOCh.

— Bbi Bumenu ee? — crnpocui Bapnep, 3aMeTHB,
4YTO HEeBYLIKa OMyCTWIa GWHOKIIb.

— Koro? — yausunace YeputH.

— Koponesy.

— HeTt, — yMCcTO aBTOMaTHYECKH OTBETHJIa OHa. —
A... A o KoM, cOGCTBEHHO, uIeT peub?

— O koponese, — ynsiGHysICs Bapnep, ysuaes ee
HepoyMeHue. — Kak BBl nyMaere, OTKyAa GepyTcs Bce
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3TH MaJleHbKHWE MOHCTDBI, KOTOPBIM Bbl C OPY3bSIMH
eflBa He MOCTAJIUCb Ha yXHH?!

YepuTH HE cpa3y MOHsIA, O YeM OH TOBOPHT.

— Bbl UMeeTe B BUIOY MypaBbeB B peKe?! — Hako-
Hell.coobpa3usia OHa.

— Ha! — kuBHyn Bapnep. — 310 U ecTb ee NOTOM-
ctBo. OHM elle O4YeHb MaJlbl, U TOJBKO MO3TOMY BB
ceriyac XMBBI.

— PacckaxuTe HaM Bce, YTO Bbl 3HaeTe 06 3TOM,
Bapnep, — momnpocuna YepHuTH, NPUKpPENUB K ITOACY
OHMHOKJIb.

— OxoTtHo, — comacuncs- Bapnep. — Tonbko cHa-
Yyajla JaBaiTe CIyCTUMCsi BHM3. MHe xoTenoch Obl BaM
MHOroe IoKa3aTh.

Oka3aBIIKChL BHYTPH 3[aHHUSi, OHU BOLUIH B JIUDT,
MPUBEACHHBIA B OEWCTBHE UCKIIOUMTENBHO padH roc-
Teil, ¥ KabUHa C TPOMKHMM CKDHMIIOM Hayajla Me[JIeH-
HO OITyCKaThCH.

— Pa3syMmeeTcs, -0ajleKo He BCE, YTO Mbl 3HaeM,
MOXHO JOKa3aThb C HayyHOM TOuYKM 3peHus. TeM He
MeHee B TeYeHHE BCEro 3TOro BpeMEHW Mbl coOMpanu
BCEBO3MOXHbIEe (haKThl, Henajii BBIBOOBI M, KaK MHe
KaXxeTcsl, MOAOLUIM COBCeM OJM3KO K HCTHHe. B
BUOENU peKy. Mexiay npoyuM, 3TO HE TOJNBKO IpaHH-
ua Mexay CsoboaHoH 30HOW M MKYHIJIAMH.

— A Kyna ucyeana Boga? — HEOXHOAaHHO NpepBa
ero Ckapaep.

— Cnpocure 06 3ToM kanutaHa YepurH Jleipn, —
oteetn bBapnep. — S nokasan eit CreHy M TO, 4TO
TIPOUCXOAMUT ¢ OOBIYHON MaTepHuel MpH nepexone 3Toi
TPaHHULBl WM, BepHee, IIPH CONPHUKOCHOBEHHH C Heit.

— Tak BbI NoJiaraere, 4YT0 MaTepHs... IPOCTO pac-
nagaeTcsli Ha 3JIEMEHTBI? — ITOPaXeHHO MpPOMU3HeC
Ckannep.

— He 3nai0, — nepenepuyn ruieyamu Baprep, — uepr
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BO3bMM, YTO TaM MPOMCXOAMT: paclanaercs... pacTBOpPS-
ercs... B obweM, ucyesaer. Korna-Hubyab s HerpeMeH-
HO IOKaXy BaM 3TO, — YJIBIOHYJIC OH. — DTO NMOKWCTHHE
rpaHAMO3HOE .3pejviUe: TPUALATUMETPOBass CTEHa BOAbI
Hcuye3aeT NpsMo Ha ria3ax. PeHoMeHaTbHO!

B otnnume ot Ckangepa, YepuTH HHUCKOJBKO He
COMHeBaJlaCh B NPaBIMBOCTH 0ObsicHeHHUI1 Bapnepa. OHa
coOCTBEHHBIMK 1azaMU Buaena CTeHy M 3Hajla, Ha YTo
crnoco6Ho nomobHoe aHepreTHyeckoe nojie. Kpome Toro,
JKaH pacckasan eit, UTO Boa YXOAMT [ITyOOKO Mnoj 3eM-
JII0, IOCTHUras YpOBHsI, MO3BOJSIOLIEr0 GJIOKUPOBaTh
KaHaJIM3aUMOHHYIO CEeTb roposia ¥ HedTeNnpoBOnkl, O
KOTOpPBIM OCYILECTBJISIETCS COOOLIEHME.

— Slitua, KoTopble OTKJIaAbIBaeT KOpOJeBa, MypaBbH
OTHOCST B PEKy, — NMPOAOJIXaJ MOC/e HEAOJITOro Moj-
yaHus Bapsep. — BT0 MecTo HaxoaUTCs HERANIEKO OF
CreHbl. 51 mokaxy ero Bam, eclii Bbl MHTepecyeTech.
BnpoueM, paccMoOTpeTb TaM MOXHO HEMHOTO.

— Hapo xe, cBoeobpa3Hass WHKyOaTOpHasi CTaH-
uus, — cba3puia [ypk.

— CoBepllleHHO BepHO, — noareepaun Bapnep. —
KpoMe Toro, si KakeTcsl. MOHsJ, MoYyeMy MOPOHBI MO-
caauiy BOKpPYF ropoaa Takoi nec. s 3Toro cyuiec-
TBYET TOJILKO OfHa NMPpUYMHA.

— Ho k ueMy MM Bce 3TH xy10noThi?! — BO3paswuia
Yeputu. — ... [Ipocto Ge3yMue Kakoe-To...

— B03MOXHO, IS MOPOHOB 3TO BOBCE HE XJIONO-
Tbl, — CHOBa y/abl6Hyscst Bapnep. — S mposea MHoro
BpeMEeHH, pa3MbILLLIsSIsA HaJ 3THMHU BONPOCaMH, U TpH-
wes K BbIBOAY: TO, YTO Mbl BHOMM BOKpYT, €CTb €C-
TECTBEHHasi cpeJa OOMTaHUS MOPOHOB.

— ¥YX He pa3BaJIMHBI JIM pa3pyllleHHOro ropona? —
SI3BUTEIbHO OcBefloMuincst I'ypk.

— Jla HeT Xe, — cepbe3HO oTBeTWwi bBapnep. —
JIxyHTIM. BBl MoriM npocto He 3HaTh 06 3TOM. HoO 5
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MPOXUJ 3nech copok JieT. [ToBepsTe, Npeobpa3oBaHUs
elle He 3aKOHYEHbl. MODOHBI 'He TOJILKO TMpUBE3TH
clofla CBOM pacTeHHUsI U XMBOTHBIX. UTO-TO mpoucxo-
OUT C CaMHMM TropooOM: OH M3MEHsieTCs, NMyCTb Mel-
JIEHHO, HO HEOTBpaTHMO. _

Ckagnep nonosputenbHo ornsgencs. Ho Yepurn
yXe Aoraganach, YTo umen B Buay bapnep: moa aHep-
reTHYECKMM KYTMOJIOM TPOMCXOAWIO HeuTo Gonblilee,
YeM MCKYCCTBEHHasl NepecTpoilka MaJeHbKOM, orpa-
HUYEHHOM! CO BCeX CTOPOH MECTHOCTH. BrosHe Bepo-
ATHO, 4TO Ha 3eMJie yXXe CYLIECTBYIOT TBICSIUH, AECST-
KU THICSY TaKHUX SHEpPreTMYecKHUX KyrnojoB. YepHTH
BAPYT MOHAJA: TO, YTO HaxXOOWJIOCh Ha TPOTHBOMO-
JIOXHOM Oepery peku — He NMpocTo 6/M3Kask K OPUTU-
Haly KOMHUsSI POOHOI TUTAaHEThbI TMpHILIENbLEB, 3TO HX
poauHa. MOpOHBI yXXe AaBHO MPUCTYNHIIU K npeobpa-
30BaHUIO 3eMJIM, He OrpPaHWYUBIUMCH JIMIUb NPOCTOMH
3aMEHOM OJHUX pacTeHUH APYTMMH U HMIIOPTOM CO
CBOEH IJIAHETBl XUBOTHBIX UIS1 BHEAPEHHS MX B 6e3-
3alMTHYI0 (ayHy 3emnu. [Tocnenyiouwne cnosa bap-
Jepa eule GoJiblle MOATBEPAMIIM €€ NPEANONOXEHUS.

— S nymalo, — 3agBUI (paHUY3, — TO, YTO MBI
3iecb BUOUM, €CTb €CTECTBEHHas 3KOCHCTeMa IUIaHe-
Thl MpULIeSbUeB. Bbl yxe BHAeAH MaHHY?

Ckagnep MoOJjiya KMBHYJI.

— Bo3MoOXHO, BBl OyMaeTe, YTO OHa ITPOM3BOAMUT-
cfl MCKYCCTBEHHO, — mnpoao/okan Bapnep. — Ho 3to
HE Tak. .

— O ma, — HacmellIMBO rnpousHec Ckamnep. —
MoxeTt 6bITh, OHa npocto nagaer c He6a? [ToaTomy
ee Y Ha3BalM «MaHHa»?

— [NpubAU3UTENBHO TaK, — CEpPbE3HO COTNTacHJicH
Bapnep. — Tonbko ¢ OOHMM OTIIMYMEM: OHa He Maja-
€T ¢ Heba, a MOCTYNaeT U3 NOYBHI.

YepuTH BONIPOCHMTENILHO MOCMOTpENa Ha HEro.

-
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— Tlo npenBapuTeAbHBIM pacuyeTaMm, MaHHa mpo-
HU3BOAMTCSI JiecOM. Mbl MPOU3BEIH KOe-KaKWe HcClle-
IOBaHUs W BBLIACHWJIM, UTO 3TO BELUECTBO IMOYTH LiE-
JIMKOM COCTOMT M3 pacTHUTEJNIbHOro npotreuHa. OHO He
AOOBHTO, HO YNOTpeOsATh ero B NMUILY HeJib3s. Bnpo-
4yeM, MypaBbsiM MaHHa, €CTECTBEHHO, MO BKYCY.

— Taxk BB nosnaraere... — Hayana YepuTy,

— ... yTO Jjiec BbIpabGaThiBaeT HeOOXOAMMbIE KOMITO-
HEHTbl, — Tpo#o/LKMI 3a Hee Bapnep. — Bo3amoxHo,
MOPOHBbI MU3MEHWIN FeHeTHUecKUil OH pacTeHMit, a MO-
XeT OblTb, 3TOT NpoliecC BMOJHe OOblNeH B MHpe, U3
KOTOPOro OHM TIOSIBWIKCH, TaK CKa3aTb, HATypalbHblii
MPOAYKT, B KOTOPOM BBI3PEBAIOT siiilia U KOTOPbIM MHTa-
I0TCS1 MoJiofble 0COGM N0 Tex MOop, MOKa He BbIPacTyT U
He JOCTMTHYT TOrO YPOBHSI, KOIla CMOFYT BBIMTH U3 PEKH.

— HeseposiTHO! — BockiukHyn Ckanaep.

— Bbl Haxomgute?! — Bo3pasun bBapnep. — A MHe
KaXeTcsi, 3TO BMOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIH BbIBOI M3 TOTO,
YTO MBI Y3HAJIM O NMpUILUEbLAX.

HaxoHel nMdT DOCTUr LIOKOJBHOTO 3TaXa M OcC-
TaHOBWJICA. Bapnep moBen ux mo nbUIBHBIM KOPHWAO-
paM JlyBpa. YepUTH HeBOJIBHO. B3IPOTHYJIa, BCIOMHUB
TO, O 4eM et paccka3biBal CTOyH. Bennkoe npousse-
IIeHNe HCKyCCTBa BCceil IlaHeThl, AeHCTBUTENbHO, NPH-
LWJIO B MOJIHBIA ynamok. Jla u KoMy Ternepb 6bUIO 3a-
60TUTbCSI 006 3TOM BEJMKOJIENTHOM COOPYXEHHH?!

" Kak TOJBKO OHM OKa3aJlUCh CHapyXxHu, Bapnep
BO30OHOBUJL NTpepBaHHLIM pa3roBop:

— Buaute nmu, mecbe Ckannep, Hall¥ 3HAHUSA O
HallUeCTBUH BecbMa CKYAHBI, TEM HE MEHEe HaM M3Bec-
THO O MypaBbsiX OYeHb MHOroe. B oT/iMuMe OT Hauieif
MX KyJbTypa pa3BMBaJlaCb COBEPLIEHHO OPYTHM MNyTEM.
B uyeM-To MOpOHBI, pa3yMeeTcsi, NMPEBOCXOAAT Hac.
OpHako He cileqyeT Takxe 3abbIBaTb U TO, YTO Y HHX
HUKOrJa He ObUIO COOCTBEHHOM TEXHOJIOTMU, COOCTBEH-
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HOrO NMpOM3BOLACTBA. JTO HaApoJ, CO3AAHHBIN ISl pab-
crBa. Brnipouem, 06 3TOM 3a€Ch Kak-TO OLICTPO 3a0bIBa-
elb, HEe TaK JIM? — BBICOKOMEpDHO YnbIOHY/ICS Bapnep,
npouutaB B miasax Ckaagepa HegoymeHHe. — XOTS B
NPUHLUMIE OHU 3HayaT He OoJblUE, YeM Mbl, — Npo-
CTO-HarpoCTO HaceJieHHe KaKOH-TO IJIaHeThl, KOorga-To
TIOKOpPEeHHOM Y MOCTaB/IEHHOM Ha cny>X0y MopoHaM. Ml
TOXEe Ha3blBa€M MX MOpPOHaMH, MOTOMY YTO HMKTO H
HUKOrAa HE BHUAEN UCTHHHBIX XO35I€B 3THX CYILECTB.

YepuTH He coMHeBalach B npaBoTe bapnepa. [Toc-
Jie TOTO YTO eii MPULUIOCh MEepPeXHThb, -BCE, paccKa3aH-
HOE MM, ObUIO, MOXaTyH, €AWHCTBEHHbIM pa3yMHbIM
oObsiCHEHMEM mpoucxoasero. Bo3amoxHo, Koraa-To
MOpPOHbBI, AEHCTBUTEJILHO, HaMaIX Ha TUIAHETY MypaBb-
€B Y, y3HaB MX Nobke, 6HICTPO cCooOpa3uiv, HacKOJb-
KO LEHHBIA MaTepuasl Morajg K. HUM B PYKHM: Hapof,
COCTOSILUIMM M3 OFPOMHBIX HalleNIEeHHBIX Pa3yMOM Hace-
KOMbIX, KOTOpble He ob/afany co6CTBEHHOM BOJIEH, 3aTO
NpeKpacHO YMeJU cpaxaTbcs, ocobeHHo coobuia. K
TOMY Xe MYpaBbM GBICTPO pasMHOXaJIUCh, COBCEM KakK
3eMHble HacekoMble. Eciu yX Takoit Hapoa oGOCHYeT-
¢ Ha Kakoi-HuUOynb IulaHeTe, OYAET NPaKTHUYECKH He-
BO3MOXHO TNbITaTbCS CAEPXaTb €ro pasMHOXEHHeE.

— TeM He MeHee Bbl He AOJXHBI HENOOLEHHBATh
ux, — npeaynpenuna Yepuru.

— A KTO BaM cKa3aJl, YyTo Sl 3TO [ejal? — OCTaHO-
Buicss bapnep. — Hamporus, kanmurtaH Jleitpn. MHe
Jlaxe KaXeTcsi HHOr4a, YToO CHCTEMa MOPOHOB HaMHO-
To MpeBOCXOAMT Hawy. K ueMy, Hanmpumep, KOHCTpY-
MpOBaThb pas3jiMYHbie MalUWHbI, MPOU3BOAUTHL MPOAYK-
Thl MMTAHKA, KOTAA MOXHO MPOCTO NMPUBE3TH PaCTEHM,
KOTOpBIE CaMH Bce chenaloT. X TexHHUKa KaxeTcs No-
BOJIbHO MPUMMTUBHOM, HO ITOCMOTPHUTE, KaKOW OT Hee
3podekr. Kcratu, Bo3pMuTE XOTS 6Bl 3TY BUHTOBKY, —
nporosopus bapnep, ynapus pykoi no npukiany Top-
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YaBlLIEero M3-3a nosica opyXxus. — Bbl Belb 3HaeTe, Kak
el0 NnoJib3oBaTbcs?

YepuTH MONYa KMBHYJIA, 3aHsAATad CBOUMM MBbICHIS-
MH. U3 TONIOBLI Y Hee He BBIXOOAWIM 3TH HaceKoMble-
yOuiiLibl, MepBoe 3HAKOMCTBO C KOTOPBIMHU COCTOSLJIOCH
cpasy Xe mnocjie ee npoOyxaeHus. I[loueMy oHa HM
pa3sy He 3amyMajiach Haj TeM, OTKyda Xe OHM Jeii-
CTBUTEJIbHO NOSBWINCH?

— Pasymeercs, sazepHbIit nucTosneTr Gonee adpdexk-
THBeH, — npoaosixan Bapnep. — OH MollHee W fab-
HobGojiHee. Kpome Toro, ero Jjiyu moyuTd Bcerga nona-
iaeT’ B UeNb U He HaeT oceyku. [lpaBaa, cylecTByeT
OQMH MaJIeHbKUH HeNoCTaToK: Goenpumnachl MUCTOJE-
Ta He YMHOXaloTcsi caMM Mo cebe. A BOT OpYXHC
.MODOHOB He HyXzaeTcsi B peMoHTe. [IpencraBbTe, Ka-
KYIO XE HYXHO HMMETb TEXHOJIOTMIO, YTOOBI M3rOTO-
BUTh NOAOOHYI0O BUHTOBKY? BO3MOXHO, y HUX Ha Muia-
HeTe BCSI TexHHMKa paboTaeT MMEHHO MO TaKOoMY
npuHuMny? — noxan ruieuamu Bapnep. — U y mopo-
HOB HET HUKAKOro TpaHCIOpTa, a OHU MNepebupaloTcs
C MecTa Ha MecTo, Bocceiasi Ha OTPOMHBIX XXHBOTHBIX,
B TeJlaX . KOTOpPBIX CYLIECTBYIOT COOTBETCTBYIOLIHME Yr-
Jny6nenus? Moxet 6bITb, MOPOHBI XHBYT HE B JIOMax,
a B OrpOMHBIX paCTEHHsX, KOTOpbe He TpeGoBaiu
yxoza, BOCCTaHaBIUBasACh caMM Mo cebe. Ckopee Bce-
ro, UM TakXXe He HYXHBbl U Nnepelalollive ycTpoMHCTBa,
NIOTOMY YTO Yy HHX CYIUECTBYIOT 0cobu, obnamaoluue
JapoM TenenaTtuu?.. A 4YTO, B 3TOH HOEe €CTb HEYTO
npUBieKaTelbHOE, HE TakK JH?

— Ckopee Bcero, HeUTO yXacHoe, — Npo6opMoTa-
Ja YeputH.

— Tlouemy xe?

— TloToMy YTO TNPOCTO YYHOBHLIHO MaHUITYJINPO-
BaTh 4beH-TO XM3HbIO. CyllecTBYIOT onpeneneHHue
obJyilacTd, Kyna BTOPraThCsl HeJb3sl.
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— Pase BBl Aenanu He TO Xe camoe? — CHpPOCHI
Bapnep. — 4 caplwian, 4To Bel CaMH MPOBOAMJIH OCO-
Oble 3KCnEepUMEHTHI U JaXe NOOMBAJIMCHL MOTpsicalo-
IMX pe3yNbTaToB.

— MHoruve M3 Hac BBICTYNaJIM NMPOTHB NMOAOGHBIX
UccienoBaHM, — GbICTPO Bo3pa3una YepurH.

— Cynsa 1o BceMy, MypaBbHM 3TOrO He caejlaid, —
noxas ruieyamMu bapnep. — B 3TOM muiaHe y HHX ecTb
YeMy MOY4YMThCH.

— Yr1o6sl mobeautbh UX? — yToyHWIa YepuTH.

— Her; — B3noxHyn Bapnep. — BoobGuue-1o s1 naxe
Paj, 4TO Bbl CaMM 3aTPOHYJIM 3Ty TeMy, KamnHTaH
Jleitpn. Buaute nu, Byepa BeyepoMm, Koraa Mbl obHa-
PYXWIM 3Ty CTAHLIMIO, — OH TNOMOJIYal, NMOABICKHBAas
cloBa, — s paccka3ajl BaM Koe-4To, 0 ueM 6buio Obl
Jiyyllle yMO4aTh.

— Bbl MMeeTe B BUAY TO, YTO BBl MHE COOBILHIH O
Ballleif TOTOBHOCTH CpaXaThCsl C MYPaBbsIMHU?

— Jla, — Bapsiep onyctii rosioBy. — 5l ckasan BaM
HenpaBay. MHe... O4eHb XaJib.

— 3HayMT, BBl CHAIHCh, COAIHCh 6e3 6os? — ¢
ropeyni0 mporoBopuia. Yeputu.

Bapnep HeoxuaaHHO yAbIGHYCS.

— Kak cTpaHHO, He Tak an? Kaxercs, Mbl rmoMme-
HANKUCH poNssMU? Buepa BbI MBITANIUCh YAEPXaTb MEHS
¥ Obinu abconoTHO npaBbl. HaM He mo6GeauTh B 3TOM
BOifHe. MoXeT OBITh, ellle MATHACCAT JIeT Hasaj M
cMorM Gbl, HO ceyac yxe HeT.

— Bur GecepoBanu ¢ I'ypkoM? — MPHUCTaIBHO IA-
s Ha Hero, crnpocuia Yepuru.

— Ja, — npusHaics bapnep. — Mbl noroBopwin ¢
HHMM cerogHs YTpoM. OH, KOHEYHO, CMEIIHON NMapeHb,
HO BO MHOroM OKasaJjiCsl Mpas.

— Mu ¢ 'ypkoMm He Bcerma cXogWMCsi BO MHe-
HUSAX.
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— 51 3Halo, — orBeTun Bapnep. — MHe BoBce He
xoyeTcsA yOexnaTh Bac B YeM-TO MJIM MBITaThCs 3a-
CTaBUTh HW3MEHWUTb CBOE€ MHEHHE, OIHAKO, €CJH Bbl
coGHpaeTeCch OCTaTbCsi C HaMM, BaM TIDUAETCS NpPU-
‘HATh 3TOT MHp TaKUM, KaKOB OH ecTb. Jlioou cyac-
TAUBBl 30€Ch M HOJXKHBI OCTAaTbCA TaKHMH, — OH
npeaocTeperalolle NMOIHSA PYKY, 3aMeTHB, yTo Ye-
PUTH XOYeT nepebuTh ero. — MHe H3BECTHO, YTO BbI
coGrpaeTech ckKas3aThb, KanuTaH Jleiipa, M, KOHEYHO
Xe, Bbl MpaBbl, HO A ToXe mnpaB. IToxanyiicra, noc-
TapaiiTecb 3TO NMOHATh. BoJbIIMHCTBO XuTeneit CBo-
6onHOM 30HBI BHIPOCHAM 3[1eCh M HE 3HAIOT HHYEro
ApYroro, XpoMe 3TOro Mupa.

— Torma Mbl octaBuM Bac, bapnep, — cnokoiHo
ckasana Yeputu. — [loka elie He 3HalO Kak, HO Mbl
obs3aTenbHO TpopBeMcs cCKBO3b CTeHy.

— 51 maxe yBepeH, UTO BaM 3TO yHacTcCs, — OTBe-
THN OH. — Ho mepea 3TUM Bbl AOJDKHBI XOPOILLEHBKO
B3BECUTb BCE «3a» U «MpoTHB». [Io Ty cTOpoHy Bac
OXWIAeT CMepTh, a 34eCb Bbl ObUIM OBl B Ge3omnac-
HOCTH. )

— Ho g He Mory Tak XuTh, — npomMojBwia Yepu-
TH. — WU ppyrue Toxe.

— Heyxenu 3mech HacToabKO TUIOX0? — CIPOCHI
bBapnep.

— Jla, — B yronke pra YepwuTu 3ajieryia ropbkas
MOpUIMHKA. — 3[ECh XOPOILO JIMIIb TOMY, KOMY CTalOo
JaBHO HaruieBaTh Ha TO, YTO C HUM oOpaualTcs, Kak
C MIPYIUKOM.

— XKanp, YTO BBl BHIWTE BCE HWMEHHO B TaKOM
cBere, — rojioc Bapnepa npo3sByyan rIyxo ¥ HEMHOIO
neyajabHo.

— Mexnoy npouyuM, IDJieH mnoBeflajla MHE O TOM,
YTO y Bac Ha3bIBaeTcd OXOTOW, — 3aMeTwsia YepuTH.

'— Bro MaTa 3a Hawy csobony.
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— He kaxetrcs nu BaM, 4TO OHa CJMIUIKOM BBI-
coka?!

— Hy, sTo Bawme auyHoe MHeHHe. XKaib, 4TO
OHO NIOXHO. K TOMy e MHe XOpOllf0 M3BECTHO,  YTO
B OblJIble BpeMeHa OT HEeCUaCTHBIX CJlyyaeB Ha AOpO-
rax norubano ropasgo Gosbuie JloaeH, YeM Yy Hac
Ha OXOTe.

— Jla, Ho Torzna aTo ObuL1 Hawl MHp! MbI ero co-
3ganu camu! Iycth OH ObIJI He COBCEM HIEAIBHBIM M
HE COBCEM CrpaBeTMBBIM, HO 3TO 6bUT Hawl MUp! Bel
Xe — MPOCTO UrpylikH st HUX! MOpoHbl NPUHOCAT
Clofla’ TeX, KTO OKa3ajicsl HEMPHUTOAHBIM Ul YXKaCHBIX
3KCNIEPUMEHTOB, a BBl TaK JIIOOE3HBI ¢ HUMH... — [O-
noc YepHUTH mnpepBajics OT BOJIHEHHSI; OHa HECKOJBKO
pa3 r;Try0OKO B3[0OXHYJIa ¥ TOJIBKO MOCJE 3TOro CMOIia
nponoyixXaTb: — Bbl IS HUX HE YTO MHOE, KaK XHBbIE
KyKJbl, XXHBble MHILEHH, a TOMPOCTYy — [AYyMibl, Ha
KOTOPbIX OHM TPEHUpPYIOTCsH!

Bapnep cMmotpen mumo YepuTH Kyma-To B IYyCTO-
Ty. Ha ero ry6ax urpana crpaHHas ysibibka, a rjasa
6bUIH ‘HaMOJIHEHBI MEYablo.

— Ecau BBl BeHCTBHUTENIBHO TaK AyMaeTe, KaluTaH
Jleitpn, Torma Bam Jrydlule BCETO YHTH.



IIABA 13

Ounysluunce, Kaitn cpa3sy nmouyscToBan xonon. OH
OTKpPbUI IJla3a, HO HUYErO He YBUIEN W 3allaHWKOBaJ,
peliuB, YTO HaBceriga JUIIWICA 3peHUs. BrpoueM,
[oBoJIbHO ckopo Kaitn moHs, yto owubes. B kom-
HaTe MPOCTO HE OKa3aloCh OKOH M GBLJIO OTKJIIOYEHO
ocBeleHre. Kaitn onycTun BeKM, CKOHLIEHTPHUPOBaI-
Csi M YyXe yepe3 CeKyHly, NepeKJIoYuMB 3peHHe Ha
HHdpakpacHoe BHIECHHWE, NMOMNaJ COBCEM B MHOM MMPp,
MONHBIA pa3HooOpa3HBIX LBETOB U OTTeHKOB. OH Bce
elle Jiexaj Ha CToJjie, MpefHa3HaYeHHOM U1l UcCClie-
JIOBaHUH, HO OTPOMHBIN 3KpaH Haj e€ro rojioBoi Gbul
BbixJioyeH. [1pucimywasmmcs, Kaiin ynoBwi pasmepeH-
HOE JbIXaHWe MYpaBbs-4aCOBOTO, BHMAMMO, OCTaBJIEH-
HOrO 3[eChb IS OXpaHbl, U GoJiblle HHUYEro, HU enu-
HOTO 3ByKa. )

Kaitn nouyectBoBan cebss cOUMTBIM ¢ TOJKY. Ero’
DPYKH ¥ HOTH ObUIM NMPUKOBaHbI TOHKHMH CTaJIbHBIMH
KOJbLUAMHM K METAUIMYECKHUM TUIaCTHHaM, KOTOphIE B
ciiyyae HeOOXOOUMOCTH BpSIN JIM yaepXaiu 6wl mera-
BOMHAa, U MypaBbM 3TO XOpoiluo 3HaiIW. OgHako He-
CMOTpSl Ha 3TO, OHU HE NMOCTAaBWIN pSAOOM C HUM OX-
paHy. Tlogo6Hoe O6GCTOSATENBCTBO MOTJIO O3HAayaTh
TOJIbKO OJHO: MOPOHbI He pacCYMTBHIBAIM, yTOo Kain
CKOpPO OYHeTcH.

«Ho moueMy s1 Tak GBICTPO MpOCHYJCA?» — MpoO-
JOJKajl pa3MbILUIATh Mera-BoMH. Bpsan nuM mMypaBbH —
5TH XHUBbIE MEXaHHU3MBI TOCIMOA — COBEPLUMJIMN KaKYIO-
To ownbky. OHM Bcerga paboTanu 06e30TKa3HO, KakK
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HacTosIIMEe MallUMHBI, KOTOpble UMM X€ CaMHUMH CO-
3aBaJiIuCh U obcnyxuBannuch. Kaiu noneitajics non-
HATb FOJIOBY, HO TYT X€ ONYCTHJI €€ CHOBa Ha CTOJI: B
KOXY Cpa3y BITMJIOCH GECUMCIEHHOE MHOXECTBO TOH-
KMX IUIMHHBIX WTJI, COEAMHSIOIIUX ero ¢ npubopamu,
HaxoOMBIUMMMUCSI CO Bcex CTOpPOH ctona. Heckoinbko
CEKyHJ OH JieXaJl HEMOABUXHO, MOTOM, CXaB MpaBylo
PYKY B KyJjiaK, nonpoGoBaji, Kak Obl npoBepsii Kpe-
NOCTh HAPYYHUKOB, Hanpsub MycKysbl. TOHKOe CTalb-
HOe KOJIbLIO cpa3y XpycTHyso, U Kaitn noyyBcTBOBa,
Kak JioMaeTrcsi MeTaul. OH 3Hajl: CTOMT €My CHSAThb
OKOBbl M BCTaTb CO CTOJla, MU BO3BpaTa K INpexHeH
XHU3HU yXe He OyneT. BeposiTHOCTb TOro, YTO €ro
MPOCTO-HaMNpoCcTO YObIOT, GblJIa OYEeHb BeTMKa. TeM He
MeHee B IMEpBbli MOMEHT CaMa MBICJIb O TOM, YTOOBI
MOMNbITATECH M30eXaThb CMEPTH WM Xe€ COBEpLUUTH
noGer; nokasanace Kaitny abcypaHoii. Bcemy, 4To OH
Ienajl 0 CUX TNOp, CYLIECTBOBaJO BECKOE OMNpaBia-
HMe: nonbiTka CTOYHa YHUYTOXHTH €ro, HeOOBCHHU-
MBIl CTpax M cMylueHue npaButenst npu Buae Kaina
3/iecb, B 3TOM 3anpelieHHOM MecTte. OfHaKo, eCiau OH
caM OCBOOOAMTCS OT CBOHMX OKOB, HUKaKHX OOBsICHE-
HMIt MOJOGHOMY NMOCTYTIKY yXe He 6yzet, U Toraa Kaitn
OKOHYaTeJIbHO CTaHeT npejaresieM: A pa3Be OH He Obul
UM Bce 3To BpeMsi? Pa3sBe BOT yxe ABaauaTh MAThb JET
Kaitn He npepaBan cBoit Hapox?..

Hosbrit 3Byk oTmiiek Kaiina ot My4YHTeNbHBIX pa3-
MBILUTEHUM; OH OLUYTHJ, KaK Yy4YacTWJOCh HbIXaHHE
MYypaBbs 3a cTeHoil. [ToBepHyB rosoBy, Kaitn nocmor-
pesl Ha 3aKphITYIO ABEPb M CWIbHEe Hampsr ciyx. Bcko-
pe pasjajuCh WIarH U SIBCTBEHHO MOCABILIAIKCH NPHU-
[yLIEeHHBbIE rojioca, 6e3 COMHEHMS, -MpUHaiexaliue
CtoyHy M uHcnektopy. Korma OHM npuUOAU3MIKCH
nocraToyHo 6mu3ko, Kaiinr cHoOBa OMNycTHN TOJIOBY,
3aKpbUI IJIa3a, YCIIOKOWI AbIXaHHE, YCUJIMEM BOJIM 3a-
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CTaBUB CBOE cepllle 6MTbCSI MEUIEHHO W POBHO, KaK
6yATO NMPOAOJIXaJ HaXOAUTHCS B IIybokoM GecnamsiT-
cTtBe. Yepes cekyHAy ABEpPb, TUXO CKPHIHYB, OTKpHI-
nack, ¥ Kaitn nmouyBcTBOBaJl, KaKk B KOMHATy BOLLJIX
YyeTBepoO: BA MHCIEeKTOpa, fpaButesb CTOYH M OAMH
Mera-BoMH. 3aTeM IBepb 3aKpblUlach, MOC/E YEro Mo-
CETUTE/IM TIPUOGNU3UINCE K €ro CTAIbHOMY JIOXY.

— Tlouemy BbI HacTOsI/IM Ha TOM, uTOOBI Hempe-
MEHHO TPUCYTCTBOBaTb NMpH 3ToM? — pasgajics Me-
TAUTUYECKHUI TOJIOC MHCIEKTOpa.

— 4... — CroyH 3amsiics. — MoxeTe Ha3BaTh 3TO
U3NIMIIHEH OCTOPOXHOCTbIO, HO MHE XOTEJIOCh CaMo-
My ybenutbesi, uto Kaina geficTBUTENBHO YObIOT, —
0OBACHUI OH.

— OTO HENOrnMyHO, — BO3Pa3uJ MHCMEKTOp. — Bbl
IOJIKHBI ObUIM YAOBJIETBOPUTBECSA HalUMM OOeaHUEM.

CTOyH HaTSAHYTO YJABIOHYACS.

— 51 Bcero nuWb YEJIOBEK, a JIIOAU He BCEraa moc-
TynaloT JIOrM4Ho. 5l He cMory cnath CIOKOHHO, e€CclH
He YBUXY COOCTBEHHBIMU TFJla3aMM, KaK OH YMpeT.
Kaitn yxe neltancsd yoOuTb MeHsl, NMOSTOMY Sl XODOLLO
3Halo, Ha YTO CITOCOOHBI 3TH MOHCTPBI.

Kain 3amep, He peluasch NMPUOTKPBITH IN1a3a, Mo-
HMMasl, YTO MEra-BOMH KOHTDOJIMPYET KaXI0o€ €ro
aBuxeHne. OH Takcke He MOr Hanpsiyb MBILULBI M
NpUBECTH B OOEBYI0O T'OTOBHOCTh CBOM CBEpXYEJOBE-
YyeckKue MYCKYJIbHble pe3epBbl. HeoxumaHHO 4yBCcTBa
Kaiina eute 6osnplre o60CTPHWINCH: OH YIOBWII TUXHH
3BYK, BIIpOYEeM, Jaxe He 3BYK, a JIerkyio BUOpauuio,
conpoBoxnaswyo AsvxeHuss CToyHa U Mera-BOMHa.

— He notoMy s BB HacTaMBajJM Ha BalleM IMpHU-
CYTCTBHHM 3AECH, YTO BaM COOOLUMJIM O TOM, YTO MBI
cobGupaeMcsi noiMarb KanutaHa Jleipa? — cripocui
HHCIEKTOP.

— Jla, 3To ToXe OfHa M3 MPUYHMH, — COrNACHICH
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CroyH. — KpoMe Toro, ss xouy ObITb YBepeHHbIM B
TOM, YTO €€ BO3bMYT B MNJEH XWBOW. MepTBasg OHa
HaM He HyXHa.

— JKuBoit unu MepTBOit — Mg Hac 3To 6osblie
He BaXXHO, — OTBeTWJ HMHcnekTop. — OXHIaemyio ot
Hee MHMOPMaIIMIO MBI MOXeM TMOJYYUTh M 6e3 ee
NMOMOLM He Jajiee KaK yepe3 yac.

— U Bce xe, — HenoBoJibHO 3aMeTHa CTOYH, — s
XoTeJi 6bl MPUCYTCTBOBaTb NMPU 3TOM. YTO BBl HMeeTe
NpOTHB? '

— Hwuuero, — npoussec uHcnekrop. — U3BUHHTE,
YTO 3ajajl BaM 3TOT Bompoc. Bcero sauuib npocroe’
JIIO6OMBITCTBO.

Kaitn mouyBcTBOBaJI, KaKk 06a MypaBbsl MOCTOPO-
HMIHUCH, MPOMNYCKas BHepel Mera-BOMHa.

— YHMYTOXb ero! — nmpukKasajl MHCIEKTOP.

B Ty Xe cexyHny Kaiin pazopBan npukoBbiBaBlUIKE
€ro K CTOJly LEMNW. U TNMOBepHyJCcs. Mera-BOMH MrHoO-
BEHHO c0006pa3uJ, YTO Ka3aBLUMHCS COBEpIUEHHO 6e3-
3alUUTHBIM TJIEHHUK cOOUpaeTCst OCylLleCTBUTh nmober.
OH GBICTpO OTpearupoBaj Ha 3TO, BCKHHYB BUHTOBKY.
Ho Kaits He mogHsUICs, a MPOLOJIXKasl JiexXaTb Ha CIH-
He, MU30 BCeX CHJl OTTOJIKHYJ OT cebs Mera-BOMHa,
MomnaB MpH 3TOM HOrOH B KOJIEHO NMPOTUBHHUKA U pa3-
npo6us ero. Ho 3Toro okasajoch HEIOCTATOYHO, YTO-
6Bbl OTKJIIOUMTH CO3HAHME Mera-BoHHa. B cienyioiuee
MFHOBEHHE BBIpBaBlIasCsi U3 BUMHTOBKH TEMHO-Kpac-
Has MOJIHHA, TpeiHa3HauyeHHas Kaiuty,.c mimMneHueM
BOH3MNACh B MeTalIHYecKHit cton. Ka#n ¢ 6sicTpo-
TO MOJIHMU YBEpHYJICA OT 3apsia U BTOPUYHO yAa-
pUn Mera-pouHa no HoraM. [IpOTHBHHMK DYXHYNM Ha
non. Tornpa Kaitn ogHo# pykoi cxBaTHJI ero 3a Luelo,
M30 BCeX CHMJI BbIBOpayMBas TroJIoBy Mera-BOMHa Ha-
3aj, a OpPYroil BLEMWICS B 3ansCTbe, MOOUIM3YS Bce
pe3epBbl CBOe# MoOLUM, YTOGHI yAepXaTb NMPOTHBHMKA.
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Cunbl COnepHUKOB ObUTH IMOYTH paBHBl. Mera-BouH
NbITAICA MPUNOAHATbCS, HO PaHEHHUE YMEHbILAO ero
WwaHcH Ha nobeny. B npaBoit pyke OH Bce €lle CXH-
MaJl BUHTOBKY. BblieTeBliasg M3 Hee MOJNHMS ciyyaii-
HO Mornaja B OQHOFO M3 MHCNEKTOPOB. benblit Mypa-
Bel TYT X€ BCIBIXHYJI, CIOBHO B30PBaJICSI U3HYTPH, U
MpsIMO Ha TJla3ax MpeBpaTHIICA B OGJIaYyKO MbUIN.

Kaitn nanpsiran Bce MbILILBI, CTapasicb NPOJOMHUTb
NPOTUBHUKY 4Yeper, HO €ro YCWIUs ObUIH TILUETHBI.
BmecTo TOro, yrtoGml BbipBaThCs M3 3axBaTa Kaita,
Mera-BOMH HEOXMIAHHO pBaHYyJICA Briepel, pacCYMThI-
Basg cOpocuTh ero c cebs. Kaitn He conpoTuBisiCS.
Oka3aBIIKCh B BO3JyXe, OH MOJIHHEHOCHBIM IBMXe-
HMEM BBIPBAN M3 PYK NMPOTHMBHHUKA OPYXMHe- U, CUJILHO
yOapMBLIHCh O METAJUIMYECKMI MOJ, BCe-TaKM ycrnen
HaxaTb Ha Kypok. KpacHwlit ny4y, momo6HO. cekupe,
npoluiesicss Mo KOMHaTe M ynajl Ha Mera-BOWHa 3a ce-
KyHAy 0O Toro, Kak ToT 6pocwics Ha Kaina. Paspan-
csi 6e33By4YHbI B3pbIB, M OH HaBcerza HMcuye3 B BHXpe
KpacHOM B3METHYBIUEHCS  NbUIX.

"TloyTH OAHOBPEMEHHO C 3THM BO3AYX Mpope3a
elle oAMH 3HepreTvyeckuit siyd. Kaitn nmoaHsn csoe
OpY>XHE BBEpPX, C YXXacOoM OXulasi CTpallHOH 6o, ¢
KOTOpO# JIyy [ONIXXEH BOH3UTbCS B €ro TeJio, ¥ B3phbiBa
HaKOIUICHHONW B HEM JHEpPIrHH.

OnHako 3toro He npousouuto. -Kain ycnasiman
JIMLb NMOTPECKUBAIOLLIEE LUMNEHNE U pe3Kuit cBUCT. OH
B HEIOYMEHHH NMOMLHSJI TFOJIOBY U... MU OLIETIEHEN: CTpe-
a1 CTOyH, BOT TOJILKO JIyd ero Obinl HampaBieH He
Ha Kaiina. '

Bce ewe He MoHMMast, yTo mpoucxoamt, Kaitn c
YAMBJIEHHEM 3aMETWJI OrpOMHOE IbIMsillieecss oTBepc-
THe. B 6eJIoM NaHUMpe MHcrnekropa. Mypasei 3awuia-
Tajncsi. Ero KOHEYHOCTH CYAOPOXHO LEIJISJIMCh 3a
BO34YyX, Kak ObI MbiTasgiChb HalTH M He Haxods ornopy.
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OH MeIUIEeHHO ONMYCTWICS Ha KOJIEHH, TTOCTOSUI Ha HHX,
onupasicb Ha pyKH, TTOTOM CKOPYMJICST OT 6ONM MU Mo-
BaIWJICA Ha 60K. )KHM3Hb B €ro HenoABHXHBIX ¢ace-
TOYHBIX FJla3ax yracja eile [0 TOro, Kak MepecTaiu
NOJEPryuBaThCsl MOXOXWE Ha MayybM JIanbl YIECHBI.

Kaiin BoIMpsiMWICA U CHOBa nocMoTpen Ha Croy-
Ha. [TpaBUTeNb HEMOABUXHO CTOSL Y ABEpH, MIsAAS Ha
TMraHTckoro Gesoro Mypaebss. Hu omMH M3 HUX Oaxe
He mnoweseauicd. CTOyH NpeKpacHO TNOHMMaJl, Ha-
CKOJILKO OecrnoJie3HO ero opyue NpoTHB TaKOro Npo-
TUBHMKa, Kak Kaitn. K ToMy xe OH, kaxeTcsi, BOBce
He cobupancsi MM Bocnonb3oBaThesi. CylllecTBOBAJIO
TONILKO ONHO ob6bsicHeHHe cayuuBlemycsi: CTOyH
YMBbILJIEHHO yous HHcnekTtopa. Ho nmouemy?

IManeu Kaitna ner Ha CycKOBOH MeXaHU3M BHMH-
ToBKH. CTOYH B OTBET TYT Xe MOLHsUI MHUCTONET, Ha-
NpaBUB €ro CTBOJ MPSMO B Ia3 Mera-BouHy. OnHako
HUKTO He BbICTpeswi. OHHU CTOSUIM TaK KaKylo-TO ce-
KyHIy, TIDUCTaIbHO [N APYr APYTY B rnasa. 3aTeM
CTOyH MeIJIEHHO OMYCTHN cBoe opyxwue. Kaitn mpo-
IeNan TO Xe camMoe — Ternepb eMy ObUIO Heyero rnpo-
1aTh 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY, la U CaM OH ObUT HM B YeM He
BUHOBaT nepex HuM. Kaitn gyman Toneko o6 ogHOM:
nouemMy CTOyH 3acTpesus mHcnekrtopa? [lpouuio ewe
HECKOJILKO TOMMTENBbHBIX cekyHA. Hakouneu Kaitn
ONYCTHJI MUCTOJIET, TIOBEPHYJICS M HanpaBWJICS K ABE-
pu. IlpaBuTenb, He OTPRIBasiCh, CIEHHN 3a KaXIbIM
ero aBuxeHueM. Kaitnm HHM pa3y He OomIAHYyJCsS Hasan,
HO YYBCTBOBaJ HaleEJIeHHbIH €My B 3aThUIOK CTBOJI
JlasepHoro nucronera. Y asepu Kain ocraHoBuiICcS U
nocMorpen Ha CroyHa.

— Haio Te6e He 6osblue NMITH MHUHYT, — TUXO MpoO-
W3HEC MpPaBUTENb.

Kaitn nuuwp Mojya KMBHYJ -B OTBeT. «TakK BOT
CKOJILKO BPEMEHH MHE OTITYLIEHO fepes HeMUHyeMoH
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CMEpTHIO», — MPayHO IMOOyMaJl OH, 3Hasl, YTO Ha 3TOM
6a3e HaxonsTCSl NECATKM, €CJIM He COTHH MPEKPacHo
MOATOTOBJIEHHBIX U BOOPYXEHHBIX 60¥LoB. M Bce-Taku
y Hero Gbin lWIAaHC Ha craceHHe. BHesanHo Kaiina
OXBaTWJIO HOBOE, Zlocesie HEU3BECTHOE €My, HO TaKoe
TpeKpacHOe YYBCTBO, YyBCTBO HaleXIbl.

Kaitn 6pIcTpO nMOBEpHYJICSI, HaXal Ha pY4Ky [Be-
PH, HO- CHOBa OCTaHOBWIJICSI:

— Tam 3a nBepbio HaxoauTcsl cTpaxa. Kak Tonbko
s BBIIY, OHM cpa3y Xe BJIoOMATCA cioga. [Ipuaymaiite
YTO-HUOYAb WIH MPOCTO YHHUUTOXbTE HX.

He noxwnnasice orBeta CtoyHa, Kaitnm pacnaxHyn
nBepb M OBICTPO BBILIEN B KOopuiaop. Bce okasajnoch
ropasfo Jierye, yeM oH mpeanonaran. To jin oxpaH-
HMK OKa3aJicsl He CJIMIUKOM OOUTENbHBIM, TO JIU MpPO-
CTO crajl, BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae OH CJIOBHO COBEpLIEHHO
He 3aMEeTHJI TOTO, YTO MPOM3OLIIO MOYTH 3a €ro Crhu-
Ho¥. Yeumep Kaiina, mypaseit nosen ceb6s BecbMa
CTPaHHO M Jaxe HeJlerno, BCe ero IBMXEHUs ObUIM [0
CMELIHOTO HEeYKJIIOXH. BMecTo Toro yto6sl 6pocHUThes
B MOTOHIO WJIM XOTs1 OBl MomaTh CHMTHaJ TPEBOTH, OH
JIMILIb YOWBJIIEHHO 3allMIle]l ¥ MOTMBITAICS CXBaTHTb
Kaiina. B oTBeT Ha 3TO Mera-BOMH HeOPEXHBIM [BHM-
X€HHEeM, CJIOBHO Hrpasi, OTTOJIKHYJ OT cebsi ero pykH,
3aTeM CXBaTHJI MOpOHa 3a LUEI0 M WBBIPHYJ 06 CTEHY.
Kaitn peficTBoBas Aaxe He B MOJIOBUHY, @ B OOHY Ae-
cATYI0 cBoeit cwibl. C 3TOro MOMEHTa MHOroe HM3Me-
HWIOCh B €ro-XuU3HU. OH yXe He XOTes, la 1 HE Mor
HHKOTIO yOMBaTh, JaXe 3Ty TBapb. TeM He MeHee yaap
OKa3aICsl HAaCTONILKO CWIEH, YTO MypaBeil, H31aBasi Xa-
JIOOHOE UIMITEHHEe, OCTaJICs HENMOABMXXHO JieXaTb Ha
nojy. CKIOHMBIINCH Hal HuUM, Kaiin pasopsan mnosic
B TOM MECTe, Tlle XpPaHWIOCh OpYXHe, JOCTal MaJlIeHb-
KW M3yyaTelb U C CWIOH, Ha KaKylo TOJBKO ObIn
crnocobeH, OTIUBLIPHYJ ero B CTOpoHy. Paums, 6po-
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LIeHHash MOIIHOW pykoi 00 cTeHy, pa3jeresach Ha
MeJIKME KYCKH.

Bosnbuie He ornsnbiBasich Hasam, Kaitn 6pocuics
6exaTb NMo Kopuaopy. OH XOpOLWIO 3anOMHWJ XOpOTY
M 3HaJ, 4YTO 3a CJeAyIoLUMM TMOBOPOTOM JOJIXHa Ha-
XONUTBCS CTEKIsHHas KabuHa nudTa. Ecniu HemHoro
NnoBe3eT, eMy yaacTcsl nobexarb A0 Hee U BblOpaThcs
M3 3TOTO 3/1aHUs 3a,0TnylleHHble CTOYHOM MATh MH-
HYT.

Kaitn eute He ycnen gocTHyb KOHLIa KOpHAOpa,
KaK 3a ero CMMHOM BAPYT BCIbIXHYJ SIPKHI SAOBUTO-
3eJieHblit cBeT. OMISTHYBIIMCh M Ha XOAY INMOAHHWMAas
OopyXxHe, OH ycriea 3amMeTUTh CTOyHa, KOTOpHIA BTO-
PHYHO HaXaB Ha KYPOK, BBICTPEJIMJI B OXpaHHHKa.
Ilpu Buae cxkiaoHMBUIErocs Hal yOMTHIM MypaBbeM
TpaBUTEJIST IpOXb NpoHHU3aia Kaitna ¢ rojsossl 10 HOT.
Her, Mera-BoMHa MOTPSIC/IO AaXe He 3peiuile H3y-
pOoOBaHHOTO MOpOHa, W60 CMepTb M MPOU3BOJ JaB-
HO YX€ CTaJli HEOTBEMJIEMOM YacTblO €ro XH3HH.
Kaitny Bapyr mokasajioch, YTO OH BUIOMT cebss caMo-
ro. 9ta MbIcabp OblIa nNoucTHHe abcypaHa. Ho Ha
KaKoe-TO MrHOBEHHWE CTpoiHas ¢urypa B cepoil yHH-
dopMe, a B ocobeHHOCTH BbipaxeHue suua CroyHa
oo yxaca HannoMHwnu Kaitty ero camoro. [a, aTto
6nut0 co6eTBeHHOoe nuuo Kaitna, 1 6e3XanocTHOCTS,
¢ Kotopoit CTOYH pacnpaBMjiCi C MypaBbeM, TOXeE
OblIa OCHOBHOM uepToit XxapakTepa camoro Kaiina.
Hnuyero He 6panock B pacyeT: HU XHU3Hb, HH YyBCTBa
3TOro IycTb YYJOBHUIHOTO, HO BCE X€ 'pa3yMHOro
CO3JaHMs.

OrpoMHbIM ycunueM Boiad Kaits otopBall B3misig
OT STOro 3pejiMlia U Tobexan nmanpuie. «A MOXET,
BOBCE M HE CTOMT CKpBIBaTbCSi?» — MPOHECHach B €ro
rojoBe HeoXHuAaHHasd MeIcab. [la, OH crnac CBOIO
XHU3Hb, HO HE CJIMILIKOM JIM NOpOTOil LIeHOM?
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YepUTH NpPOCHYJAChb OT TOrO, YTO KTO-TO IpyGo
Tpsic ee 3a reyo. C TpyAOM pasjienuB BeKH, OHa YBH-
Jesa nepen co60il KaKOE-TO pa3MbITOE CBETJIOE MATHO
U, MpoGOpPMOTaB YTO-TO HEBHSTHOE, MOBEpPHYJach Ha
Apyro# 6ok.

— YepT BO3bMHM, NMPOCHEWILCA M Thl, HAKOHeL,
WIN Het?

YepuTH HEXOTs NOBepHyJia TrojIoBYy, omnepiach Ha
JIOKOTb M NOCMOTpeEJIa Ha MATOE, NMOXOXee Ha XeBaH-
Hylo 6yMary JMLO Kap/Hka.

— Yrto cayyunoch? — elle He COBCEM OYHYBLUMCH,
crnpocwia oHa. — Heyxenu MHe ¥ Bo cHe He GyaeT oT
Te6s MOKOSI, WIH Thl SBWICS CI0Aa, YTOObI BHOBB IpO-
YUTaThb MHE KaKylo-HHOYaAbL HOTaluo?

— IlepectaHb roBOpUTH €pYHAY, — CHEJIaB pE3Koe
nBuxeHue, nmorpedosan I'ypk. — 3xech YTO-TO Mpowuc-
XOJIMT. )

OpnHako YepuTH mnpoposixana CMOTPETb Ha HEro
HHUYETO He MOHMMAIOIIMM B3rasnoM. OHa nmoaymana o
TOM, YTO ellle HUKorma He Buaena ['ypka ctonb B3BoJ-
HOBaHHbIM, M OKOHYaTENIbHO MNpOcCHYyaach. BricTpo
BBIMPBLITHYB M3 nocTten, YepuTu HaTsiHyna Ha cebs
6p1OoKH, TOHKYIO YTOOJIKY M yXKe XoTesa 6pocUThbes K
IIBEpU, HO ee CHOBa ocTaHOBMA T'ypk.

— Hagenp u 370, — cKasan OH, MoKa3piBasd Ha
OCTaBlUYIOCS ‘Ha CTyJle OfeXAy. — Bce MOXET CIy4MTh-
cs. Bo3MOXHO, 3TH TpANKHU TeOe elle ImoHaaobsTcs.

Yeputn Mosiua MOBHHOBaJIach. BLICTPO HATSHYB
KYPTKY, CYHyB HOTM B CafioTH, OHa B3sJla CO CToja
Jla3epHBIi MUCTOJIET W BHILWIA BCJied 3a KapJIMKOM B
TOCTHHHYHBIH xomn. OKasajioch, OHa Oblja. HE eINH-
CTBEHHOM, Koro pa36yawn [ypk. B omHoOM u3 Kpecen
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B MOJIHOM OGMYHAMpPOBaHMH yxe cuaenu Cxaaaep H
Hat. 3pech xe UYeputu c ynuBieHHeM oOGHapyXuia
Anen u XKaHa, KOTOpble THXO M CEPBE3HO O YEM-TO
pasroBapuBaIM ¢ UHAeWLeM. [1pu ee nosipneHuu Gecena
Oblna npepBaHa M BCe B3BOJHOBaHHO MOCHEWWIH Ha-
BCcTpeuy Yeputn.

— OHM yXe 3aech! — Ha xoly KpHUKHYJ JKaH.

— Krto «oHm»? — cnpocuna Yepuru.

— OxoTHUKH! — JKaH HEpBHBIM ABHXEHHEM [O-
Ka3zan Ha okHo. — Yac ToMy Hasaj ciofa mnpuieren
njiaHep, a yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs — ellle OOMH. YBe-
PEeH, OHH...

YepHUTH 3HEPrMUYHBLIM XECTOM OCTaHOBWJIA €ro:

— Pacckaxu nyyuie Bce no nopsaky. Yto 3gech
npoucxonut? Heyxennm MoOpoHbI Hanaiu Ha Bac?

Her, — 3amortan ronosoit XaH. — [loka eue
HeT. Ho 3nech iBHO uTO-TO He Tak. OHM elle HUKOT-
[la He NepexoAuii Ha 3Ty CTOPOHY peKwu!

— TBoit otel 3HaeT 06 3ToM? — o6partunace Ye-
PHMTH K DJieH.

JeBylika oTpyuaTenbHO Mokayana rojaoso#. Ha ee
JIMLIE TIOSIBUJIOCH CTPaHHOE, BCTPEBOXEHHOE BbIpaxe-
HUE, CJIOBHO OHa YYyBCTBOBaJIa cebs B 4EM-TO BUHOBa-
TOM.

— Mbl cpa3y Xe mMpMUUIM K BaM, — CKasala
Bnen. — § 3Hal0, CHayana MHe c/eJoBajlo 6Bl MocTa-
BUTb B M3BECTHOCThb OTLA, HO...

— Bam HyXHO HeMeJIEHHO HCYE3HYTb, — Mepe-
6un ee XaH. — 51 yBepeH, MOpOHBI Pa3bICKUBAIOT
HMEHHO Bac.

— Eciu GBI 3TO 6le10 JeHCTBUTENBHO TaK, OHHU OBl
yXe JaBHO Hac OGHAapyXHWJH, — Bo3pas3wia YepHTH. —
O6BsicCHH MHe MOAPOGHO, YTO BCE-TaKM MpoM3oLuio?

XKan HEpPBHO TNepeMUHANCS C HOTH Ha HOTY, HO
KOT[]a Hayajl rOBOPHTb, OBHICTPO YCIIOKOWJICH.

443



— 51 HaxomMncd CHapyXwW, NMOTOM pELIWICS CrycC-
TUTbCSI B XpaHWJIHLLE, YTOOBI NMOKOMNaThCsi B MOEM Ma-
IIMHKE, U BOPYT yBUIeN raHep. OH NeTes oueHb Meld-
JIeHHO, Han caMoit 3emJuieii. CHauaja si mMoayMall, 4To
niaHep cobGMpaeTcsi cecTb MPSIMO B ropone, OJHAaKo
yepe3 AEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OH Mcue3 U3 BHUAY.

— lme 310 nMpousouno? — cnpocuna Yeputu.

— ToyHO He 3HAl0, — MoOXaJ IUieYyaMy IOHOollUa. —
Kaxertcs1, Heganeko orciona. Ho miaHep TOYHO He
nowes Ha nocaaxKy. S 3aMeTHa, UTO OH B3si1 KypC Ha
ceBep.

— Ha ceBep? — HaxMypHMBIUMCH, Mepecrnpocuia
Yeputn. — Ho Benb TaM Xe HUYEro HET, KPOMe... —
OHa 3amHyjach Ha cepenuHe dpasbl. — Thl yBepeH?

Inanep, AeHCTBUTENILHO, MOJIETE)l Ha ceBep?

— YBepeH, — noarsepaun ’Kan. — M BTopoit Ha-
MpaBuWICs Tyla Xe.

— Kakoit ewe Bropoit? — yauBwics 'ypk.

— BTopoit rutaHep, — NOsSICHUJ I0OHoWa. — £ cpasy
Xe 6pocuics cloja, YToObl MOAHATL TPEBOTY, U TYT
3aMeTWI ellle OAMH.

— OH neTeN1 B TOM Xe HanpapleHUU? — YTOUHHUJIA
Yepurn. ’

’KaH KMBHYy.

— KaxeTtcs, s 3Halo, KyJa OHM HamnpasBWIHCb, —
npoGopmoTtana Yepuru.

— Kynma? — 3aMeTHO BOJIHYSCb, CIIPOCHJIa DJieH. —
Ecnu BaM 3TO M3BECTHO, MBI NOJIXHBI HeMeIIEHHO
NnpenynpeauTh OTLA.

— He nymalo, 4TO 3TO nmpaBMJIbHAasi MBIC/Ib, — 3a-
AYMYMBO INIsiis Ha AEBYWIKY, NMpousHecia Yeputu. —
Cyns mo ToMmy, 4TO IPOM3OILJIO, B 3TOM YXe HET He-
06xoaMMOCTH. XOpOLIO, YTO BH TNPHUIUIM NpPSAMO K
HaM, — ob6paTuBluHCch K JKaHy, ckazaja ona. — Hawm
ceifyac OyZeT oyeHb HYXHa Balua IMOMOLLUb.
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— IMoxanyiicra, B Jto6oe Bpemsi, — oTBeTH XKaH.

— CMoxeTe M Bbl OpraHU30BaTh ISl Hac Kakylo-
HUOYOb, MalIMHY, TOJIBKO TaKylo, YTOObl Mbl B Heil Bce
noMectTunucey?

XKaH cMylleHHO noMOMNYaji, MOTOM HEYBEPEHHO
TIPOU3HEC:

— Boo0i1e-To y Hac ecTb HECKOJIbKO IPY30BHKOB...

— BaM u3BecTHO, rae OHM HaxomsaTcsa?

— Jla; HO rapax’ oXpaHseTcs.

— OTAuyHoO, — ckasana Yeputn. — Torma Bam npH-
IeTCA OTNpaBHUTbCS C HaMH. .

— Kyna xe? — B3BOJIHOBaHHO CIpOCHJIa DJIeH.

YepuTH peliNTeNbHO LUarHyjaa K OBEpH, MpHIjia-
Iasg ¥ OCTAIbHBIX CJedoBaTh 3a COOOIA.

— Tyna, roe HaM, BO3MOXHO, YAAacTCsi ocCyllec-
TBUTb MOIO JaBHIOIO MEYTY: YKpacTb MalUMHy, — pa-
IOCTHO TIpOM3HEC/Ia OHa. )



ITI4ABA 14

IMoka nudT noutu GecllyMHO OMYyCKajicsi BHHU3, B
TeMHOTY, B3rsa Kaia HacTOpOXEeHHO OLUynbIBal
KaXObl# MEeTp pacCTHJiaBLUerocs Mnoa HUM naHamad-
Ta. Kasanoch, Bce CIOBHO BBIMEDJIO B 3TOM OTrpOM-
HOM, ellBa JIM HE LIEJIMKOM ITOCTPOEHHOM M3 CTeKJa
xoMmruiekce. KpyroM uapwiu TUMIIMHA U TMOKO#H: HHU
CBeTa, HM CTpaxXu, HUKoro... «<Ho nouemy? — cnpa-
wimBan cebs Kaitn. — Kak-Hukak, a Belb 3TO — IJiaB-
Hbl# WwTa® MOpoHOB. MMM HMKTO M3 HMUX Jaxe IMo-
MBICJIUTL HE MOT, YTO KTO-TO IOMBITAETCA OTCIONA
BbIpBaTbCA?..»

HencTBUTENbHO, B JIIOOOM ciiyyae GexaTb U3 3TOH
TIOPbMBI, HE MMesl HUKAKUX CPEICTB NepeABUXEHUS,
ObIJI0O COBEpPIIEHHO OG€3HafeXHBbIM MNpEeaTNpUATHEM.
ba3a cauiukoM BeaMka, YyTOObI ycrneTh Iepeceyb ee
32 HECKOJIbKO MMHYT U CKPBITbCS B IXYHIJISX. B3rsan
Kaitna ckosb3Hy/l MO HEBBICOKUM 3JaHUSIM, CO BCeX
CTOPOH OKPYXaBIUHWM CTEKJISSHHBIH XpPOMHPOBaHHBIA
Kopnyc rjaBHOro mraba, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aJepXa-
csl Ha TNIPSAMOYrOJIbHbIX GETOHHBIX MEepEeKPLITHSX ra-
paxa; npeaHA3Ha4YeHHOTro VIS TyCEHMYHOro TpaHCHop-
Ta. Pasymeercsi, GpOHMpOBaHHBIE CaMOXOAKHM Ha
‘TYCEHHMYHOM XOHy — IpeKpacHoe yb6exuile, HO OHU
HMMENHN OfIMH CYLIECTBEHHBI HEAOCTATOK: MAJIEHBKYIO
CKOPOCTb M BEPOSITHOCTb OBICTPOro OOHapyXeHHS.
3arem Kain obpatun cBoit B30op Ha cepebGPHCTHIN
KYIoJi aHrapa, B KOTOPOM pa3MellakCh JIaHephl. B
Ty Xe CEKYHAY B ToJioBe Mera-BOMHa MEJbKHYJa To-
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HCTHHE cyMaclie[ilas MbIC/b, KOTopasi, BIpOYeM, B
JaHHOM O6e3BBLIXOAHOM CHUTyaUMM — KOrga Ha KapTty
NOCTaBJIEHO Bce — BIIOJIHE MOTIJIa M3MEHHTb CTONb
Hen36eXHBI KOHeL.

Ipurnbasce Kk 3emne, Kain 6pocuncst K aHrapy.
B oTaMumMe OT oOCTalbHbIX NMoMeulleHUi 6a3bl 3aech,
HEeCMOTpA Ha CTOJIb MO3HHUI Yac, BCe elle ropesa CBeT.
Kaitn 3Hain, YTO M3 WeCTH IJIaHepOB OOUH MNOJIXEH
KPYIJIble CYTKM HaXOAMTBhCA B COCTOSIHUM 60€BOM ro-
TOBHOCTH. Kak mnpaBuJIO, 3KHMIMAX JIeTaTeJIbHOrO ar-
napaTa COCTOsUI M3 YeThblpeX CNyr-MypaBbeB, JBOE U3
KOTOPBHIX OOBIYHO GONPCTBOBAIM, a ABoe cnajiu. Bo
BCAKOM cCJiyyae, BCSI KOMaHaa He cMoria 6bl cpa3sy
OKa3aTb COMpOTHBJIeHHEe. BrnpoueMm, 06 3TOM HHUKTO
HUKOrJa ¥ He MOMBILUIS, MOTOMY YTO CTOJb CyMac-
6ponHass waes — TOXUTUTbL TUIAHEp BpsANd JIM Morjia
MPUATH B TOJIOBY KOMY-HUOYIb U3 yyeHHKOB. Tak uTo
BCE JOJIXHO TTOJIYYUTBCS, €C/IM He HONMYCTUTb KaKOM-
HUOynb Hejnenoi OWKUOKH.

Jlo aHrapa Kaitn no6pancs 6e3 BcAKUX 3aTpyAHeE-
HU1, BCEM TEJIOM MNPWIBHYJ K XOJOOHON MeTalsIKu-
YeCcKOW CTeHe M, 3aTaMB IbIXaHHe, MpUchyliaics. Bece
OBUIO CIIOKOMHO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MATH MHUHYT,
oTnyiieHHble eMy CTOyHOM, JaBHO NMpouuiu. [lo-Bu-
IHUMOMY, NpaBHUTE]Nb pEIUUJ MPEAOCTaBUTh CBOEMY
NMPOTUBHUKY elle OOUH 1aHc. [IprXxumasich CIHHOHK
K JIeASTHOM MOBEPXHOCTH coopyXeHHus, Kain MemwneH-
HO M OCTOPOXHO NpPHUOIU3UICS K ABEPH,. 3aTEM THXO,
cTapasicb He NMPOU3BOAMTb HH MaJleiillIero uryma, rnpu-
OTKpbUI €€ W 3arjIsHyJl BHYTpb. B orpoMHoOM mnoiy-
KpYIJIOM KyIOJie OKa3ajoch CBeTJIO Kak AHeM. Ilpu-
cMoTpeBIiuuch, Kaitn ¢ yauBieHHeM oOHapyXHi, 4TO
M3 IUECTH IUIaHEpPOB B aHrape HaxoIsSiITCA TOJIBKO TPH.
Hackonbko emy GbUIO M3BECTHO, B MaTPYIUPOBAHUM
rpaHuubl Mexay CBoGoaHo#t 30HOM M IXKYHITISIMH
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y4YacTBOBaJ TOJILKO OIWH JIeTaTeNbHbIi annapat. Kyna
Xe ToTIa NMOAeBaJIMCh OCTajibHble?

BHesanHo .Kaitn BCrmoMHWI cjl0Ba MHCIEKTOpa O
kanutaHe Yeputu Jleitpa.

Cyns no Bcemy, oH, Kaitn, asuics CTMLIKOM O3~
AHO, U €My YyXe He YyCNneTb HM MNpeaynpeauTb €€ o
rpo3silieif ONMacHOCTH, HHM YTO-HUOYINb TNPEaNpUHATHL
JUIsi CIlaceHMs KarnuTaHa.

OKHMHYB BHUMaTEJbHBIM B3IJISSAOM 3aJ1 U HE 3aMme-
TUB HHUYEro NOAO3pHUTENbHOTro, Kaii MpocKoNb3HyN
BHYTpb. Ero rosisle mogouBbl, Jerko Kacasichb 6aecrsi-
LIEro MeTAIMYECKOro mnoJjia, He NMPOU3BOAUIM HHUKa-
Koro wyMa. Jlo6paBuiMch 4O NepBOro M3 Tpex OCTaB-
WIKXcs TJaHepoB, Kaitn NMOHsN, YTO B 3TOM MalliMHe
HeT HMKaKoro naTpyjifi. BeposaTHo, Bce 60apCTBYiO-
lIHe MUIOTHI yJIeTeNIM Ha APYrux MalluHax.

OH Tak xe 6ecLIyMHO MpOKpaicsi B IUlaHep, Obic-
TPO NPOCKOJIL3HYJ 0 MaJIEHBKOMY INepexony, Beaylle-
MY K LIEHTPaJIbHOW pyOKe, OCTaHOBHJICS U CHOBa NpHU-
chaywancsi. 3a 3aKpbiToit OpOoHeBO# IepebopKoi HUKTO
He asuraicsi. TemM He MeHee, HECMOTpS Ha BMIMMOE
CMOKOMCTBHE, MycKyabl Kaiina HanpsAriucek, NnpuroTo-
BUBILMCb K OTpaXeHHWI0 HanageHUs. OH OCTOPOXHO
NMPUKOCHYJICS PYKOM K MEXaHU3MY [IOCTyTna B LEHTpalb-
Hblit oTcek. Kak TOJIBKO C LIyMOM OTOABMHYJIACh LEH-
" TpaJibHasl IBEpPb, B KOMaHIHOM OTCEKE BCITBIXHYJI CBET.

B nomeuieHnn HuKoro He 6puto. Kair nmoabexan
K Kpecjy MUJIOTa M OMYCTWICS B HEro, Ha XOdy MnbiTa-
SICb BCTIOMHHMTb, KaK NMPHBOAMTCS B AEWCTBME JieTa-
TeNbHBI anmapat. Ha 3To ywno euwe 4eTslpe-nsTh
cekyHn. Cxema anmapaTa oKa3ajach OOBOJIBHO MpoO-
cra. [IpaBaa, oH GbUT MPUCIOCOGJIEH TOJBKO IS ToJie-
ToB B atMocdepe, HO A 3agymaHHoro Kaitnom 3To-
ro BNoJiHe xBaTaio. Eciu Obl ellle HEMHOTO BPEMEHH,
XoTs OBl Monyaca...
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Manbus Kaitna JIOBKO M yBEpEHHO CKOJIB3WIM IO
KIaBMIUIaM, Kak OYATO CMEeUHaJbHO CHElaHHBIM ISt
Hero, a He IUIsi MypaBbeB, KOHEYHOCTH KOTOPBIX 3aMeT-
HO oTiMyaiuch no popme ot pyk uenoseka. Ha moiy-
KPYIJIOM ITy/IbTe Cpa3y BCIIBIXHYJIM JECATKH Pa3HOLIBET-
HbIX OTrOHbKOB, a Ha HECKOJbKHX acCHUMETPHYHOM
¢GopMbI MOHUTOpaxX MOSIBUIMChL KOJIOHKU LMGDP M U30-
GpaxeHue. JIBepH TulaHepa TYT X€ aBTOMaTHYECKH 3a-
Kpbiiuch. HeMHoro noroass Kaitn pasnuuwn miyxoi ryn
OTPOMHOIO 3JIEKTPOMOTOpAa, OTKPBIBAIOLUETO KPBILIY
Kymosia. BoT Ternepb-To Ha Ga3e HENMpeMeHHO Y3HAIOT,
YTO KTO-TO MPOHMK B aHTrap U rOTOBHUTCA K B3JIETy!

OnHako MM yxXe He ynepxaTb ero! OH Bce-Taku
ycnen! Bpsim 1M MOPOHBI OCMeNsATC COMTH MJaHep
npsmMo Hapa 6asoit. Kaitn yxe cobupancssi MONOXHTb
PyKy Ha IUTYpBaJl, KaK BAPYT €ro B3DIsiA CJly4aiHO
3ajiepxaJjics.Ha OIHOM M3 MOHMTOpoB. HaxMypHBILHCE,
Kaitn_Haxan Heckosbko UMpP Ha MCHELIPEHHBIX Yy-
X0 CHMBOJIMKOM KJIaBHMLIAX U TOPOIUIMBO Mpobexan
rasaMM MOSIBUBLUMICS Ha MaJICHbKOM 3KpaHe TEKCT.
Tentepb OH yXe He COMHEBICA B TOM, YTO IUIaHEp
3anporpaMMMpoOBaH Ha ONpelesIeHHYIO  LieJib, U eMy
BHE3aMMHO CTal0 SICHO, HAa KaKyl0 MMEHHO.

Kaiin oTKIIOYHJ MOHMTOp, CXBaTWI LUTYpBal H
3arycTun ABUratesb. Kopnyc neraiolero Aucka cpasy
npoH3wna Jyierkas BubGpauusi. [lpsmo mnepen Kaitiom
Ha MyJAbTe JIMXOPAJOYHO 3aMeJIbKajla XeJjTas JaMIou-
Ka, KaK OyATO KTO-TO NMBITAICS CBA3AThCA C IIaHEPOM
no paguo. OxHako Kaitn npoMrHopupoBaJ BHI3OB.
B3risiHyB Ha npo3payHbIil KYMoJi, OH pelIt, YTO Kpbl-
Ila OTKpPBIJIaCh BIOJIHE HOCTAaTOYHO, U CTapTOBAJ M3
aHrapa. OTMycTMB Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKyHJ LUTYpBal,
Kaitn Haxan Ha nynbTe elle ogHy MajleHbKYI0 KHOI-
Ky. Ha skpaHe TyT Xe nosiBHIoCh M300paXeHHe aHra-
pa. Torma manbusl Kaitla NpUKOCHYJIMCH K IpPYyrow
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KHOTIKE, U Ha MPO3payHOM MaTepuajie Kymnojaa ToT4ac
BbICBETMJIMCb TOHKHME KpacHble HHUTH ONTHYECKOro
MpHlena, NOX0XHE Ha CJIOXHO CIUIETEHHYIO MayTHHY.
Kaitn pasmecTHn ee LEHTp NpsIMO Haa aHrapom, cdo-
KyCHpOBaB HaJl OOHMM W3 IUIAHEPOB, U BBICTPEJIMIL.

M3 gHuwa annapaTta BbipBajicsi CBEpPKalOWMMI
9HepreTMyeckuit nyuy. B nepBoe MmrHoBenme Kaiiny
T10Ka3aJIoCh, YTO IJIaHep KaK OyAaTo BcachiBaeT B cebs
3Hepruio Jiyya, 3aTeM pa3fiajicsi MOLUHBIHA B3pbIB, pa3-
MeTaBLIMIl cepebpHUCTYI0 MallWHY IO BCEMY aHrapy.
IMochimanuch OCKONKH, B MOMELLEHUH BCIBIXHYJIO fp-
Koe IUlaMsi, ¥ MOBaJMJI TyCTO# 4YEpPHBIH OBIM, Cpa3y
CKpHIBIUMIT Bce oT rfia3 Kaiitna. Ha akpane onarte no-
sIBWJIacb KOMNblIOTEpHass guarpaMMa aHrapa, Ha Ko-
TOPOW OTYETIIMBO BbLIPHCOBBIBAJIOCh TOYHOE Pacroso-
XEeHHWe [OBYX OCTaBLIMXCs JieTaTeJbHbIX arrmnapartos.
Kaitn HeTopOnnNBO nepeMecTH JIMHHIO ONMTHYECKO-
ro npuuena BNpaBo M cHoBa Aan 3aun. Ilocne aTtoro
OH HabOpan BHICOTY, pa3BEepHYJCS M MNpULIENUICS
BHOBb, HamnpaBHWB KDPECT ONTHYECKOro rnpubopa Ha
CBEpKalOIUMil CTEKJISIHHBI KOpNycC IJIaBHOTO luTaba,
Ha 3Ty NPEeUCNOAHIO, B KOTOPOH Yy HEro yKpaiau Bce
4YeJI0BEYECKOE.

OnHako BBICTpENla He MOCJIEAOBAJIO.

Kaiin He cMor 3Toro caenars.

IpsmMo nmon HMM, BHM3Y, BO BCEX 3JaHHMAX 6a3bl
HayaJIM BCMBIXMBaTb OTHU, CTAIM pa3faBaTbCsl 3aBbl-
Baloliie cHUrHaisl TpeBoru. Kaitn Habpan BeiCOTY M
M30 BCeX CHJI HaJaBWJI Ha pblyar YCKOPEHHS.



ITIABA 15

UM notpeGoBasioch nmouTtu ABa yaca, 49To6bl HO-
6paTbcs 1O MecTa. YKpacTh Xe IpYy30BHK OKa3aJoCh
3HayMUTENLHO Jierye, YyeM aymana Yeputu. [IBoe mMyx-
YMH, OXPaHSBLIMX PACIOJIOXEHHBI B ryouHe CBO-
6onHOIt 30HBI rapax, Tak HMUYEro U He 3aMeTWIH. B
3HaYUTEJIbHOW Mepe 3TOMY IOMOIJIO TNPHUCYTCTBHUE
BJieH, MOJIHOCTBIO paccesiBliiee Bce Moao3peHus. Oye-
BUAHO, KOrga He3aJawIMBbIM OXpaHHHMKaM YAAaCTCsl
OCBOOOAMUTLCS OT BepeBOK, KOTOPHIMHU cBsi3as Ux Ckan-
IEP, OHU yXe OyoyT MeHee NOBEPUYMBBIMHU.

OgHako TPYAHOCTH HayaluCh [OTOM, HOC/E Bbl-
e3na M3 rapaxa. [lo mMepe NMpPoOABMXEHHUS Ha ceBep
IOpPOTH CTaHOBHMJIMCh Bce XyXe M Xyxe. MHoro pa3s
YepuTHn 6buTa 6JIM3Ka K TOMY, YTOOBI GPOCHTH MallH-
HY U MPOJABHTAThCS AAJIbliie CBOMM XOIOM: NOYTH BE3-
ne acanbT pa3sBOPOTWIM OrpOMHbIE KOPHU PacTeHHIA.
Munu aBe-TpM UM NMPHUUIOCH eXxaThb OYKBaIBHO yepe-
namwsuM waroM. HakoHeu Bnepeau 3aMasyuio 3aa-
HME CTaHLIMM MeTpo, U3 Kotoporo Yeputu u bapnep
BHILLUTM TPOe CYTOK TOMY Hasaf.

Yeputy coenana XKaHy 3HaK OCTAaHOBHThCA. B yecy
6bIJI0O OYEHDb THXO, U eif He XOTEeJIOCh paHblle BpeMe-
HH TPEBOXHMTb MOPOHOB LIYMOM paboTaollero MoTo-
pa u-cBeToM ¢ap.

CnpsataB MallMHY B pa3BajiMHax, JKaH 3amiyliun
MOTOp M BbuUTe3 M3 KabuHbl. Ckamaep, Hat, DneH u
I'ypk 6ecuryMHO BhIOpaninch M3 Ky3oBa. Elie 1o Haya-
Jla OMacHoro myreuecTBHs, YepuTH pacckasana DJjieH
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O TOM, YTO OHM XOTAT OTbhicKaTb. M neByilika HacTos-
Jia Ha TOM, 4YTOOBI COMPOBOXIAaTb MX. YepUTH MOHU-
MaJjla, YTO MHauye -DJieH MPOCTO He MOIJia NMOCTYMHTb.
Tem He MeHee kanwuTaH' Jleiipa moTpeGoBasia, uTOGLI
XKaH n DneH 3aMbIKajJu TpyMMny, CTPOro-HacTporo
npyKa3aB UM HeMEIUIEHHO criacaTbCsi O6ercTBoM, eciu
00CTOATENILCTBA CJIOXATCS TaK, YTO OHU OyayT OOHa-
PY>X€HBbl Y aTaKOBaHBbI.

Yeputu coxajena TOJbKO O TOM, YTO IJIOXO 3a-
noMHusa aopory. Korna oHa mpoxoauna 3nech ¢ Bap-
JIepoM, BCE YJIHULIBl B CyMepKax MoKa3aJuch €il oueHb
TTOXOXHMM JIPYT Ha ApYra, a €C/IM M BCTPe4yaIUCh Koe-
KaKWe OTJIMYMSA, TO HMX OLICTPO CrJIaXKUBaIU IKYHIJIH.
HaxoHel ManeHBbKHIl OTpsAN MOCTUT MepeKpecTKa, Ha
KOTOpOM OHM c BapnepoM MoBepHyaM K 30aHMIO MO-
conbcTBa. YepUTH B HEPEIIMTENLHOCTH OCTAHOBWIACD,
TIOTOM IOCMOTpejia HaleBO M HEOXHIAHHO yBHIeNa
TUIaHep.

Bonblioit cepeGpUCTHIif OUCK 3aBMC Ha paccTos-
HMM HECKOJILKHX CaHTMMETPOB Han 3emieit. U3 ero
OTKPHITOM IBEpU Ha NOTpECcKaBIUMiiCa achaybT nmagan
XOJIOAHBbIA 3eNeHblt cBeT. B cra Merpax oT mepBoro
HaxoAMJICS BTOPOH JieTaTeJNbHBIN anmnapar, B MOJyoT-
KPBITYIO JBepb KOTOpOTo YepuTH cMoria pasrasieTb
TeMHbl€ TEHH OTPOMHOTrO KOJIMYECTBA MYpaBbeB, CHO-
BaBIIMX B OTCEKax IUiaHepa.

OHa 6eclyMHO CKOJIb3HYJIa 3a Da3sBaJIMHBI KaKo#H-
TO CTEHbl — OCTaJIbHbIE TOXeE TIOC/IENOBAIM €€ NpHMe-
py. — M npollenTaia: .

" — Teneps cnywaiite! Mbl co CkannepoM OThpa-
BHMMCsl Hajbllle, @ Bbl OCTaHeTeCh 31ech. M 3anoMHuTe:
1 3anpellalo BaM HATH K HaM, YTO OBl TaM HH CJIy4yH-
Jiock, — YepHUTH NMPUCTAIBHO MOCMOTpesa Ha DJeH. —
INoHsina? Tl ocTaHelUIbCA 3AeCh, Ha 3ToM Mecte. [Ipas-
na, OHO Toxe HeGesomacHo. Eciau Bac oGHapyxar,

452



HeMeICHHO YXOAMTE M MocTapaiTech rae-HUOYAb YK-
PLITBCS.

— Her, 51 xo4y noiT¥ ¢ BaMM, — HAaCTOHYHUBO MOIN-
pocuia AeBylIKa.

— Tbl He chenaelwlb 3TOro, — IoOKayajla roJIoBoi
UYepuru.

DjleH elBa He BCMBUIWIA, HO YepuUTH peLIUTENb-
HbIM XECTOM INpeKpaTuia 6ecCMBICIEHHBI} CIop.

— 51 nonuMalo, 4TO Thi Ceiyac YyBCTBYellib, — CMO-
KOMHO CKa3sajla OHa, — HO Yy BacC HET HM MaJieiuiero
iaHca, noBepb MHe. 5l He yBepeHa, YTO M y Hac CO
CxannepoM 3TO NMOJNYYMTCS.

YeputH B3rnsgHyna Ha I'ypka u HaT ¥ npukasana:

— Cnenute 3a HUMHU. Ec/IM OHM Bce-Taku peliarcs
Ha KaKylo-HUOYAb IJIYyNOCTb, CBSXHUTE MX.

INpexne yeM XKaH U DjeH ycnend ONOMHUTBCH U
MOMBITAINCh BO3pa3uTh, Yeput u Ckannep 6buin yxe
naneko. [Ipurubasice K 3eme, oHM ObLICTPO NpoABHUra-
JIUCb 1O HampaBjJeHHIO K 3JaHHIO MOCOJIbCTBA.

— 3ayeM Tbl BoOOUIEe MOTalUMa UX C HaMH? —
HenoBoJibHO Bopyan Ckannep.

Yeputn npomosyania. HeoxupmaHHO oHa OCTaHo-
BHJIaCh, 3aMETHB B pa3sBaIMHaX YbIO-TO TeHb. YOenuB-
LIMCh, YTO 3TO BCErO JHLIb XUBOTHOE, O-BUIAMMOMY,
Halleqiuee TaM npuiotr, YepuTH mnobexana manblie.

— Tsl nymaelllb, OHX Obl OCTaJIMCh? — HaKOHeL|
npoulenTtajia oHa Ha 3ameyaHue Ckaggepa. — Kpome
Toro, Tak Oyaer jayuyiue. bes Hac oHM MorH 6Bl Ha-
TBOPUTb BCE, YTO YTOAHO, JIIOOYIO IJIYTIOCTD.

— I'mM, — nporsaHyn Ckaanep, — cornaceH. OfHa-
KO -He nopa Jii Tebe OOBbACHHTD, 3aUeM MbI MPUTaALIU-
nuck ciona? Bece-Taku xoTenock 6b1 3HaTh, 32 UTO MEHA
NMPUXJIOTHYT.

— KoHe4Ho, cRaxy, ApyXHilue, — ynblOHynacs Ye-
PMTH, — KOTAa NpUOET BpeMs.
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OHM npUOGIM3WINCHE K 3[aHHIO NMOCOJILCTBA C ce-
BepHOit cTOopoHbl. Bech ¢acam GykBasbHO yTOoMnan B
CBETE€ OIPOMHOIO KOJIMYECTBA MOLIHLIX NPOXEKTOPOB;
y caMOro BXOJla KOTOIUMJIOCh OKOJIO TpeX .JeCATKOB
MypaBbeB. UepHUTH 3aMeTHJIa TaKkKe HECKOJIbKO ofe-
THIX B 3alUTHYI0O GOPMYy MYXYUH, CPeAMd KOTOPHIX
OBUTM U Te, KOro OHa YXe BHIeja B TMNEpBLIA JeHb
cBoero ripe6biBaHusi B CBoGoaHoii 3oHe. UepuTH He
MpoU3Hec/a HU cJioBa, npomMonyain U Ckaaaep, HO ero
JIMLIO Cpa3y OMPavyMJIOCk.

OHu Bce OiaMXe MOAXOAMJM K moconbCcTBY. He-
cKoJibKO pa3 Ckagaep MbITAICS O YEM-TO CIIPOCHTDb, U
BCSAIKUI pa3 YepHUTH peliMTeSIbHO NpepbiBajia €ro, 3a-
cTaBsisi cobnonaTth mnojHeiwylo TUMHY. Koraa no
3[laHUs1 OCTaBaJIOCh 1IAaroB AeCATb, OHU OCTAaHOBMJIUCD.
YepUTH oOO6Besia BHMMATEJBHBIM B3TJISAOOM 33adHUMH
¢acan mocosibcTBa, 3aJepXaBLIMCh Ha HECKOJbKHX
OCBEILIEHHBIX OKHax MepBOro 3Ta)xa, 3aTeM ObICTpo
rion6exana K OAHOMY M3 HHX, BhITallllla TOpYaBLIUE
B paMe OCTpble OCKOJIKM CTeKJa M 3abpajach BHYTpb.
Ckannep Mosya mociefoBai 3a Heil. He ynoBuB HH-
Yero TNONO3pHUTENbHOTO, UepHTH OCTOPOXHO Haxaja
Ha JBEPHYIO PYUKY M BBIIJISIHYJIa B Kopuaop. TaM 6bU10
TEMHO, JIMIb B KOHLIE ropeJl MepLalounii 6eblit CBeT.
HeoxuaaHHo YepuTH ycibllliajia 3BYK LIapKaKLIMX 110
MOy IMOKPBITBIX POrOBBIMM MJIACTUHHKaAaMU KOITEH.
OTKpBIB IBEPb, OHa 6pocHiach NpoyYb OT CBETAa B NpPO-
TUBOITOJIOXKHBINH KOHELl KOpUAopa, Tyla, rae HauMHa-
Jlach JIeCTHMLA, Bedyllass Ha BTopoit 3tax. Ckamnep
HEOTCTYMHO CJIeloBan 3a HeW.

OHM cTapayiNCh ABUraThcs OecllyMHO, HO UM Ka3a-
JIOChb, YTO MX 1Larv ryJioM OTHAIOTCS 10 BCEMY 3JaHUIO.
3a Te HECKOJIbKO CeKYHJ, KOoTopble noHanoounuch Ye-
putu n Ckanmepy, YTo6bl JOGeXaTh OO JIECTHHLEI, Y
HHX B roJIOBE NMPOMENbKHY/IH THICSYH Pa3HbIX JOBOJOB
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I NpefoCTepeXeHH MpOTHUB CTOJNb GE3YMHOro rnpea-
npustusi. OOHAKO YyOoO BCe-TaKM CBEPIUMJIOCH. OHHM
HesaMeyeHHbIMHU JOOPaTUCh A0 JIECTHULIBI.

— W xynma Tenepn? — npouwentan Ckaanep.

YepuTH moxajia Tuie4aMH M HEpelHTENbHO OIJIsi-
Ienach.

— S My KaHUEeNsIpUIO NMOCOJIbCTBA.

— Tbl XOTb HEMHOIO OPUEHTHPYELILCS B 3TOM 371a-
nuu? — ocenomuncs Ckannep.

CnenaB rHeBHOe NBHXeHHE, YepUTH pelIUTENbHO
| HanpaBuJlachb BBepX Mo crtyneHepKam. Eit mosesno, u
yXe 3a TpeTbel IBepbl0 OHa, HaKOHell, Halljia To, 4YTO
HCKana.

XKectoM npukasaB Ckamgepy OXpaHsSTh BXOA B
noMeiueHue, YepUTu NpPOCKOJIb3HYJa BHYTPb U C
6blolMMcs cepaueM ocmoTrpenachk. [IpoHHKaBUIM
CKBO3b BbIOMTHIE OKHa CBET e[iBa OCBelLiaJl KOMHaTy, U
BCe-TakM YepuTH ¢ mnepBoro B3risiga obGHapyxuia
CHpsITaHHBIN 32 0OMBKOI cTeHbl ceiid. XoTs Gonbluas
yacTb MeOenu NoOCTpajaia OT MoXapa, OH YLeJNen.
YepuTH copBaiia CO CTEHbI 3aKOMYEHbIE OCTATKH TUIac-
TUKOBOTO TMOKDBITHS, HajejaB NPHU 3TOM CTOJIbKO
lymMa, 4Yyto cTosBIUMK y nBepu Ckamaep NpUHsICA
6ewieHO XecTUKyaupoBaTh. He obpalas Ha Hero BHU-
MaHHs, YepUTH OTCTYMWIa Ha3all, CeKyHAYy NMPHUCTallb-
HO paccMmaTpuBaja cefi, MOTOM, HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY,
PELLMTESIHO CHSJIA C TUIeya J1a3epHyl0 BUHTOBKY. Ckan-
lJep Moyiya HaGionan 3a Heil, He Bepsi CBOMM IJla3aM.

— Yro ThI Henaeib? — HaKOHEL €jie C/AbIIIHO BBI-
[NaBUJI OH. '

— [Ipobyio ce6s B posud MEABEXaTHHLbI, [POMM-
Jbl ceitidoB, — yasiGHyIach YepUT.

— MHe Kaxercsi, ceiiyac He BpeMsl IUIYTUTb, TeEM
6osee Tak rmyno, — nposopyan Ckannep. — Yro; uept
BO3bMH, MBI 3[leCb BCE-TaKH HILEM?
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— HenpaBuibHbiit BOnpoc. Jlyyuue crnpocuTs: 4T0
37eCh pa3bICKUMBalOT MypaBbM? — Bo3pasuia YeputH. —
OueBMAHO, TaM, BHU3Y, HaXOAUTCS YTO-TO Upe3BblYai-
HO BaXXHOE IS HUX.

— IloMelueHHe C KOMITbIOTEpPAaMH? — BbICKa3al
npeanoyioxenue Ckannep.

— Ja, ¥ s, nypoyka, cama ykasajia um jgopory. U
BCe-TaKH MHE XOTeJIoCh Obl y3HaTbh, YTO HMEHHO Haje-
IOTCS1 OHU TaM HalTH.

— HagepHo, TONIbKO TO, YTO THl CKa3sajla, 4TO Xe
ewe? Bawe opyxue, xpaHuauwa, 6yHKepbl, 6a3bl...

— Her, — Yeputn nokavyana ronosoit. — TaM, BHK-
3y, NeUCTBUTENbHO, HaXOAUTCS Bcsl aucno3uuus. On-
HakKo, ecJM 6bl MODOHbI DEIUMJIM 3aBJIafleTh €10, OHU
Obl cAeNaM 3TO elle NMATHAECAT JIET Hasal W Bpsd JH
cTany Obl CTOJIbKO BpEMEHM XPaHUTb 3aHHME MOCOJb-
CTBa B NOJIHOW HENPMKOCHOBEHHOCTH.

— Boloce, 51 He coBceM NMoHMMalo TeGsi, — MpH-.
sHasics Ckapnep.

— S Toxe, — ckasana Yeputn. — Her, cepbesHo.
Y MeHsl Takoe 4YyBCTBO, Oynto B uctopuu bapnepa
YTO-TO He ckiaabiBaeTca. Ecin 6B MOPOHOB MHTeEpe-
COBJIM TOJIKO CTapbie 3anachl OpYXHsi, OHH Obl yxe
[aBHO MOOBIMM CPEACTBAMM NMPOHUKIIM B GYHKeEp, Jaxe
pUCKYs paspymiuTh ero. Her, — UepUTH peluuTeLHO
TpsAXHyJia TOJIOBOM, — TaM, BHHM3Y, HaXOAUTCS HEYTO
TIpeACTaBisiIoOliee MIsi HUX OFPOMHYIO LIEHHOCTb.

— Ho yt0 xe 310? — HeTepnenuso.crnpocun Ckaa-
nep. .

— OTKyna MHe 3HaTh?! — pa3fpaxXeHHO BOCKIIMK-
Hysna Yeputn. — MHe M3BECTHO TOJILKO OJHO: MOKa
-OHHM HE CyMeJIM 3aMoJYYUTh 3TO M HE MOJy4yaT HH INpH
KaKMX OOCTOSITENbCTBAX.

— Yro-THl 3agymana? — o3aJayeHHO MOCMOTpeN
Ha Hee Ckamzep.
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— 51 npuroTtoBuna st Hawero Apyra bapnepa He-
60JbILIOH CIOpNPU3, — 3arafo4yHoO OoTBeTHIa Yeputu. —
Hy-ka, BcTaHb Moka Bo3Jie OBEPH.

Ckannep Monya nomuyvMHuiAcsa. Yeputn BkiIoOuMIa
MHdpakpacHbIil ONTUYECKHIt MPUOOP BUHTOBKH M Ha-
Xaja KHOMKY «OroHb». B TO XXe MrHOBEHHE CBepKalo-
1Mit Genbiit 1yd KOCHYJICs ceitda U, UCIycKast UCKDHI,
BrphI3Ccsl B €r0 CTaJibHYI0 IOBEPXHOCTb. MemwieHHO
OMnucaB JIyYOM MONYKpyr, YepuTH CHsiJIa najew ¢ KHOT-
KM K nopouia K ceildy, ¢ MHTepecoM pa3rsiabiBas
CBOIO paborTy.

OGHapyXHB, YTO Jia3ep JIMIUb Cjerka mouapanant
MOBEPXHOCTb, OHa e/lBa clepXajlach, YTOObl He 3acTo-
HaTh OT pa3o4yapoBaHMS.

— YepT nobepH, 4TO 3TO 3a epyHHa? — NpowIunen
Ckannep.

— MHe 06s3aTe/IbHO HYXHO OTKPbITh ceiid, — oOb-
sicHuna Yeputu. — bBoloch TONMBKO, UTO 3TO 3alMeT
ropa3go OoJjiblue BpeMEHM, YeM S OXHaala, — OHa
cepbe3HO nocMoTpena Ha Ckaggepa. — Thl cMoOXellub
COEpPXXMBaTh MOPOHOB XOTSl 6bI B TEYEHHE AECATH MH-
HyT?

— BecbMa BeposITHO, eCi OHM OymyT 6e3 opyxus
H NOWAYT B MNOpsiiKe o4yepeau, — C KUCIOH MUHOM
npoTtsaHya Ckapgep. )

Bmecto oTrBeta YepuTH CHOBa MOAHsI/Ia BUHTOBKY,
HO He BbIcTpenwia. ITosoXuB ee Ha MHCbMEHHBIN CTON,
OHa NoJoLUIA K OKHY, 3aKpbl/Ia -0 OCTaTKaMH Nop-
BaHHBIX rapAuH, MOTOM ONATb B3sJIa B PYKH OpyXHe
M TLIATEJBbHO npuLeauaack. OcjienuTeNbHO Oenbiit yy
BTOPMYHO BOH3WICS B CTAIbHYIO NIOBEPXHOCTH, BBITUIEC-
KHBasi Ha Hee MOLLHYIO 3HEpPrHIO CBETa.

HecMmotps Ha ‘To, uTto cam ceitd Gbul coenaH He
13 0co60 TYrormiaBKo# CTaTH, €ro JBeph OKasalach Ha
yAMBIIEHUE TONCTOM. UepUTH MPUULIOCH IaXe HECKOJIb-
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KO pa3 mnpepblBaTb paboTy, MOC/€ TOro Kak Ha BEpX-
Hel 4YacTHM OpYXHs 3aropajlach MaJleHbKasi KpacHas
JlaMrnioyka, CUTHaJIM3Wpysl O MNeperpeBe annapara. B
KOHLIE KOHLIOB IBEPb BCE-TaKHU Moaaaiach.

Jlyuy BApyr mepecTtas UCKPHUTb, MPOCTO UCUYE3HYB B
rybuHax ceita, U Ha KaKylOo-TO LOJIIO CEKYHIbl TaM
BCIIBIXHYJIO sipKoe muams. YepuTH ucnyraHHo yb6paia
rnajel co CNyCKOBOrO KpIlO4Ka, ObICTPO YMEHBIUMB
HanpsixeHre. OHa NMpeKpacHO MOHUMaJsa: €CAU YHUU-
TOXMTb TO, YTO HAaXOOMTCSl BHYTpH ceiida, Bce ee ycu-
AUl MOXHO CYHTaThb HamnpacHbIMH.

— Kaxercs, cloma KTO-TO MOET, — MNpoLIenTan
Ckannep, Habnwonas 3a TeM, Kak UepuTH cHoBa noa-
HAJIa OpyXHWe U TNpHULEIWIach.

— Ceityac yxe Bce OymeT rotoBo, — oTBeTuna Ye-
PMTH ¥ HaXajla Ha CIYCK.

Teneps ayy Obl enBa 3aME€TEH, HO €ro 3HEpPruM
0Ka3aJIoCh BIOJIHE IOCTaTOYHO, YTOObI MPOOGUTH TOH-
KHit cnoit ctanu. OCTOPOXHO, MHJUIMMETD 3a MMII-
numeTpoM YepuTH cTapaTeibHO BhHIIUIaBjsja 3aMOK
ceitda.

Mexny TeM B KOPHUIODE OTYETIHMBO MOCJBIILAIUCH
YbU-TO LLIATH. : :

— MpoknaTtee! — B3peBen Ckapnep. — Ilotopo-
nuce! Y Hac roctu!

HeoxupaHHo pasgancs pe3kuit cBuct. Ckannep
BbIDYrajicsi U BbICTpenui. Benen 3a aTUM B Kopuzope
TPOXHYJl B3pbIB. 3aT€M [MOCHBILLIAJICH elle OOUH pe3-
KHUH, MPOH3UTENbHBIA CBUCT, U TEMHOTY KOMHAaThI
Mpope3ajio cpa3y TPH JiazepHbix Jiyya. OHM MpouLIU
6yKBaJIbLHO Ha BOJIOCOK OT Ckannepa M BOH3WIMCH B
ODMBKY 3a ero CrMHOM, KoTopas cpa3y Xe BCIBIXHYJIa.
BTOpoit 3anm npoOun OBEph PSLOM C JIEBBIM [UIEYOM
Ckappepa, MOAMAIUB MOPTHEPHI.

K cyacTbio, 3aMOK, B-KOHLIe KOHLIOB, Moafaics U
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C IIYXMM CTYKOM ynaj Ha noj. BeinycTMB U3 pyk
opyxue, Yeputn Opocuiacek K ceitdy. Boibpocus se-
XaBLUME TaM BHYTPHM MNoJiyobropesiune GyMaru, oHa
IOTPOHY/Nach KOHYMKaMH MaJblieB 0O 3aJHEW. MOBEp-
XHOCTH 1uKada U CEeKYHAY CIycTsl oOHapyXuja To, 4TO
uckana. Kak TOJNIBKO ee Majiblbl HaXaJIM Ha 3aBETHBIM
BBICTYI, MOC/ABIILIAICS WeNMYoK. Kaxyulascss MaccHB-
HOM 3afHsie YyacTb CTaJbHOTO Kada OTOABHHYIACH,
OTKpHIB B30py YepUTH CHabXEHHbI MOHUTOPOM SILLMK.

Mexny TeM Ckangep nmpoaosokal nepxaTb o6opo-
Hy. B KOMHaTy M3 KOpMAOpa DBaJIMCb CHOMBI CBETa.
Cyns no JOHOCHUBUIEMYCSI CHapyXH LIyMy, TaM cobpa-
Jlach Liejiasi apMUsi MypaBbeB. UepuUTH Kasajiochb Npo-
CTO YyIOM, YTO OH ellle O CUX MOp HE paHeH.

OHa CcHOBa BBITSHYJIa BIEpeA PYKY M CKOHILIEH-
TpUpOBajla CBO€ BHMUMaHMEe Ha MAaJEHBKOM SIIHHKE C
nepexJioyaTesieM, Hagesich Ha TO, UTO BCe 3liech OyneT
HMEHHO TaK, KaK OMHCaHO B MHCTPYKUMHU. [poxaum-
MU najibuaMi Yeputu MemieHHo Habpaja Ha KiaBHa-
Type KOMOMHALMIO U3 NeBATH LUMdp, naponib, U, 3aTa-
B AbIXxaHUe, cTaja XaaTb. [Ipoluio HecKonbKO
TOMMTENbHBIX CEKYH/I, 3aTeM IO 3KpaHy pas3jiwics 3e-
JIEHBIN CBET M TOSBWJINCh MHKPOCKOITMYECKHE CHMBO-

bl, JaBaBlIWE MpaBO NpPEeAbSBUTb CBOWA JIMYHBIA HO-

Mep. UepuTH MOCHELIHO caenaia 370, U TYT Xe PSoM
C MOHHUTOpPOM BCIIBIXHYJl KpacHbI CBETOBOW CHIHa,
pasMepoM He Gonblle 6yJaBOYHON TOJIOBKH.

OAQHOBpPEMEHHO MOCHBIIANCA OTYassHHBIA KPHK
Ckanpepa. B xoMHaTy BopBajicsl ILIKBajl OTHsI, BCe BO-
KpPYT 3amoJibixaJio.

BuicTpo B3rMISIHYB Ha Cxau.uepa M y6eAUBLUUCH, YTO
paHbl €r0 He C/IMIUKOM cepbe3Hbl, YepuTH cCHOBa fo-
BepHynach K celidy, TOPOIUIMBO CHAB C 1LIEH OMO3HA—
BaTeNbHBIHM 3HaK. TlanbUbl JeBYIIKHM APOXaIH TaK, YTO
€l MPULLIOCH TIPHJIOXHTL HEKOTOPOE YCHMIIME, 4YTOOBI
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BCYHYTb MaJIeHbKHUH METUIMYECKHI 3HAYOK B pacro-
JIOXKEHHYIO TNojJ KJIaBHaTypoM LUENb CUMTHIBAIOLIEro
YCTpOMCTBA.

BHOBb NOTAHYNHUCh TOMUTENbHbIE CeKyHaAbl. CKaa-
[Iep YTO-TO KpHUYall eif OT ABEpH, CTpeNsisl B TOpSIUMML
npoeM. Y Hero npocto He 6bUIO0 BpEMEHH NMPHULEIUTD-
csl, TO3TOMY OCTaBaJIOCh JIM1Ub NMOANEpPXHBaThb 3arpa-
OVUTENBbHBIA OrOHb.

HaxkoHel kpacHBIif LIBET CBETOBOro CHUrHajla cMe-
HWICH 3eNeHbIM. YepUTH GLICTPO MpOTSHYNA PYKY M,
He pa3fymbiBasi, HabGpaja Ha MyJibTe NATU3HAYHYIO
koM6uHauuio undp. [Ipn 3TOM OHa nBaxXabl Haxala
HEe Ha Ty KJaBM1IY M, UCTIpaBJsis OLIMOKY, MOYyBCTBO-
Baja, Kak riyxo 6wercst B rpyau cepaue. [IpaBa Ha
TpeTblo OoIMOKY y Hee He GbUIO.

Kak Tonpko Yeputu HaGpana nociaeaHomo uuopy,
3eJIeHbIM LIBET 9KpaHa CHOBa CTal KpPaCHbIM, a Ha MM-
HMATIOPHOM 3KpaHe MOSIBUJIaCh AOJITOXAaHHAasi HaMUCh:

ABTOMATUYECKAA CUCTEMA CAMOY-
HHUUYTOXEHUA BKIIIOYEHA!

HABEPUTE, ITOXAJIYUCTA, TPU NMOCIHEL-
HUE LIUODPLI! .

BHUMAHHUE! [IPUKA3 HE NNOAJIEXHUT OT-
MEHE!

— Yeputu! — cphIBalOIUUMCS TOJOCOM 3aopal
Ckannep. — He 3Halo, YTo THl TaM Oenacllb, HO YTO
661 TaM HU GbUIO, Aenai 3TO GBICTpee!!!

YepuTH rnyboKo B3NOXHYJIA, BEDKIAJA ellle CEKYHIY
M TPUXABI HaXaja KiaBully ¢ uudpon 7.

Paspancs tTuxuit wemyok. M3 annaparta cHoBa mno-
SIBWICS 3Ha4YOK, a LIBET MOHHMTOpA CTaJl KpacCHBIM.

MEXAHHU3M CUCTEMbBlI CAMOYHHUYTOXE-
HUA AKTUBU3HUPOBAH!

Y BAC OCTAJIOCH NATHAAUATb MHUHVT,
YTOBbl TOKUHYTb 3JAHHUE!
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BuIcTpo cXBaTUB 3HAYOK, UepHUTH NMpPHUKpENnuIa ero
K LIEMOYKe M Haxaja Ha MOTaiiHOW BBICTYN Ha 3aJHEH
noBepxHoct ceitda. INocne 3Toro maHenb CHOBa 3a-
KpbUIaCh.

B 310 Bpems 3a cnuHoit YepuTn paspaicsi orya-
AHHBIA KPUK, MOTOM MOCNBIILAJICS IIyXOH yaap U 3By-
K# Gopb6bi. [loBepHyBUIMCBL, OHa yBuzena Ckanaepa,
APOCTHO, HO Ge3yCnelHO MbITaBLIEerocss CrpaBUTHCA C
IByMsi MOPOHaMM, KOTOpble KaKMM-TO 0Gpa3om cyme-
JIU npopBaTbCsA CKBO3b Oyulylouiee y BxoAa FUiaMs.
YepuTH pelinTenbHO MOMHANAA MUCTOJMET. '

— 51 6bl He cTaj 3TOro jAenaTb, — pa3faicsi BAPYT
OT ABEpH 4Yei-TO roJioc.

YepuTH CIOBHO olleneHena. MeIeHHO ONyCcTHUB
Jlazep, OHa YBMIe/Na HaleJIeHHYI0O Ha cebs BMHTOBKY
Bapnepa.

— ByapTe Gnaropa3yMHbl, KanuTaH Jleipa, — cno-
KOltHO mpousHec ¢dpaHuy3. — O4YyeBHAHO, TeNepb Bam
TOYHO M3BECTHO, KOrZa UMEHHO BbI nmpourpaiu. I1os-
TOMy HE€ BBIHYXXIaiTe MEHsl MycKaTb B XOI OpPYXHe.

YepuTH MONOXHIA BHHTOBKY Ha IOJI, IMOBEpHY-
Jack Kk Ckagnepy, Bce ellle NMLITaBLIEMYCSi BBIPBaThCS
M3 MOILHBIX KOHEYHOCTEH OTrPOMHBIX HAaceKOMbIX, M
yCTajio NpoH3Heca:

— OH npaB, NpeKpaTH CONPOTUBIEHHUE.

— 3To BechbMa pa3yMHO C Ballleif CTOPOHBI, Kanu-
taH Jleiipn, — bBapnep mogowen k YeputH, Bce ewie
Iepxa ee IMOA NMpHUUEJIOM. — A MOXHO MOJIO6OMbIT-
CTBOBaTb, YTO BHl 37ech Miere?

— KoHeuHo, — xosmonHo cka3ana Yepuru. — Tonb-
KO BpSil U Bbl JOXIETECh OT MEHsl OTBETa.

Bapnep ycMmexHyncs, nocmorpen Ha Ckagnepa,
MOTOM CHOBa Ha YepHUTH M, HaKOHell, ONYCTHJ Opy-
Xue. B 3ToT MOMEHT ero B34 ynaa Ha ceitd 3a ee
cnmuHo#. HaxMypus 5106, Bapnep ToporuimBo mpouen
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MHMO OEBYWIKH ¥ DacTepssHHO YCTaBWJICS Ha MYCTYIO
BHYTPEHHOCTb CTaJILHOIO siiuMkKa. HaknoHMBILUKCH, OH
MPOTSAHYJI PYKY U AOTPOHYJICS OO 3aAHei MoBepXHOC-
TH. Yepe3 HECKONBbKO CEKYHI MOBTOPUJICS THXMH 1LIEJI-
YOK, MeTajjinuecKasi MOBEPXHOCTh CHOBa OTOllUNa B
CTOPOHY.

YBuAeB MaICHBKYIO KJIaBHaTypy KommbloTepa, bap-
Jiep claBleHHO BCKPUKHYJ. [1o Mepe YTeHMs BCHBIX-
HyBLIeil Ha MOHUTOpEe HAaAMMWCH, TJIa3a ero paciuups-
JINCh Bce Gonblue M Gonblie:

MEXAHU3M CUCTEMbl CAMOYHHUUYTOXE-
HUA AKTUBU3UPOBAH!

Y BAC OCTAJIOCH NMATHAAUATb MHUHYT,
YTOBbl NOKNHYTDH 3JAHUE!

Ha kakyio-To ponto cekyHawsl Bapnep 3acteui, 6y-
Ly4d HE B CWJIaX CABHHYTBCS C MeCTa, NOTOM, Cle/aB
Kakoe-TO JWKOe JABHXEHHUE, MOBEPHYJICS U C HECKDbI-
BaeMO#l HEHaBUCTbIO, KOTOpasi 6YKBaJIbHO COYMIIaCh U3
ero a3, ycraBwicsi Ha Yeputi.-

— Jlo/mKeH mnpu3HaThb, i HENOOLIEHW Bac, KamH-
TaH Jleitpa, — BbIAAaBWJI OH CKBO3b 3yObl. — Hemen-
JIECHHO OTKJII04HMTE 3TO!

— A BOT 3TO YX€ He B MOUX Cwjax! — OTBeTHJIa
YeputH.

— 51 Bam He Bepro! — 3aopan Bapinep.

— Hy, 3to yxe Bawia npobiema, — OTpe3ajia OHa.

— S 3acrtammio Bac! — ronoc Bapnepa cran yrpo-
KAIOLWIHUM.

— Bo3MoXxHO, — cmokoWHO ckasajia Yeputu. —
Ho Tonbko He 3a TpMHanuaTh... — OHa B3rjIsHyJa Ha
MOHMTOp, — TO €CTb yX€ 3a [JBEHaJLATb MHHYT.

— JlyMaio, 3TO BpsiX JIU NOMOXET Ieny, eclu s
OCTaBJIIO ‘Bac 3[leCh B Hajexle Ha To, 4TO Balla cob-
CTBEHHasl XW3Hb OKaXeTCS BaM NOPOXe, — MEUIEHHO
npousHec Bapnep.
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— BoT 3TO coBepuieHHO BepHO, — KHUBHYJA rojio-
Boit Yepuru.

Bapnep cHoBa MpauHO ycTaBWJICA Ha Hee.

— Hy, xopowo! — HakoHel ckasan oH. — Toraa
HCcue3HeM OTclofa, — Y clelajl NMOBENUTEeNbHbIH 3HaK
IBYM MypaBbsiM, yaepxuBawowuM Ckannepa. — Brise-
aute ero. O kanutaHe Jleipa s mo3aGoyych caM.

IToxa MopoHbl BbiTackuBanu Ckannepa H3 rops-
uero nomeiieHus, bapnep nosecun opyxue Yeputu
yepe3 TJIeYO M CHOBa HamnpaBWJI Ha JEBYLIKY CTBOJ
‘CBOEii BUHTOBKH.

— INoxany#cra, kKanutaH Jlelipa, He BBIHYXIaM-
Te MeHs CTpeisaTh B Bac. SI 3Halo, HACKONBKO BB
OMNacHBHI.

— Bot 3aechk BBl MEHS Jajieko omepewi v, — fpe-
3puTenbHO oTBeTHIAa YepuTu. — JIBa yaca Hasaj s Aaxe
NpeACTaBUTh ceOe He MOIIa, HAaCKOJIbKO OMAacHbI Bbl.

Bapnep cMepus ee CTpaHHBIM, HEMTOHSTHBIM B3IJIsi-
IOM K COBEplIEHHO HEOXWIAaHHO YNBIGHYJCH, KakK
OyaTo OHa caejiajla eMy CaMblit JIyYlIMi KOMIUJIMMEHT,
MOTOM YyKa3ajl BUHTOBKOI Ha ABepb.

— Ilopa yxoguTb, — CKa3aJl OH, — yepe3 HEeCKOJb-
KO MHHYT 3[IeCb CTaHET He CJIMLUKOM-TO VIOTHO.

JlazepHasi BUHTOBKa CkKannmepa npeBpEY'vma KOpH-
IOp B HACTOSIIUMK all, ¢ A3bIKaMH TJIaMEHH U cTonba-
MU Kaybsulerocs asiMa. OroHb OXBaTHJ TaKXe M Jiec-
THULY. B KOHLIE KOpHIOpa OHH 3aMETHJIM OTKPLITYIO
ABepb MudTa M nocnewwin tyma. Boitns B kabuHy,
YepuTH CKpecTHJIa Ha TPYAM PYKW M, NPUCIOHUBILNCD
K CTeHe, C OTCYTCTBYIOIUMM BHMIOM Habmiozana, Kak
Bapnep 3akpbiBas ABepb.

— Tenepb-To 1 MOHUMAIO, MMOYEMYy TPH -AHA Haszaf
Bbl OBLIJIM Tak yBepeHbl B TOM, YTO Mbl HE LUTMHOHHI.

Bapnep MpayHO MOCMOTpen Ha Hee W MevajlbHO
TIPOU3HeEC:
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— Bwl onsaTh ownbaeTtech, KanutaH Jleipna. A pa-
60Tal0 He Ha OKKYMaHTOB.

— KoHeyHO Xe, HeT, — HaCMelIMBO NpPOTAHY/a
Yeput. — M Kak 3TO s TOJILKO MOIIa OO TaKoro
nonymatscs?!

JInuo Bapnepa crajio elle neyajibHee, HO OH HM-,
yero He OTBeTWJ. Tak B MOJHOM MOJYaHUHU OHU 1O-
exaJii 0 NepBOro sTaxa. B OrpoMHOM NOMELICHHH
XoJUla Bce elle ObUIO MOJIHO MypaBbeB, CpellM KOTO-
pbix YepuTH cHOBa 3aMeTHJIa Koe-Koro M3 yonei bap-
. Jlepa.

OHM nepecekiii BeCTHUOIONb, BLILIM M3 30aHUs U
6bICTPO HanpaBWJIMCh Yepe3 MapK B CTOPOHY [JOpPOTH.
O6a miaHepa MO-MpPeXHEMY HEMOABWXXHO BHUCENM Hal
3emieii. ['opeBluMe Ha HUX LieJible 6aTapey MPOXEKTO-
POB Ha pPAacCTOSSHUM MOJIYMWIH MpeBpallaj¥ HOYb B
neHb. Ha HIDKHel MOBepXHOCTH MallMH ObUIO OTKpbI-
To Gonbllioe KOJUYECTBO JOTOJHHUTENBHBIX JIIOKOB,
Yyepe3 KOTOpble NMpOTeKajla JJaBUHA BBIXOJSLIUX U3 3[a-
HMS MYpaBbeB.

B HeckoJbKHMX Warax OT 3TOro noaoOus JeTaio-
weit Tapenku crosut Ckaanep, KOTOpOro MypaBbH Kperl-
KO JEpXaJK 32 PyKH. 3AeCh Xe HaXOOWJIUCH elle NBOe
u3 koMaHasl Bapnepa, a ¢ Opyroit CTOPOHBI B COMNpO-
BOXIEHHWH YETbIpEX BOOPYXEHHBIX MOPOHOB C TMOIHSA-
THIMM BBepX pykamu npubnwxanuchk Hat, I'ypk, XKaH
H goyb Bapnepa.

Kakoe-to MrHoBeHHe Bapnep mMonuya cMmoTpesl Ha
CBOIO I0Yb, 3aTeM, MOBEPHYBIUUCH K YepHTH, Mpous-
Hec:

— Bl He HOMXHBI ObLUIM BTATHUBATH B 3TO JJIEH,
mucc Jleiipa.

— OHa ¥ He jeNiajia 3TOro, — TOPOIJIMBO BO3pa3u-
Ja BDJieH.

Bapiiep B3MJIsSHYN Ha Hee € IeYyalbHOW YJIbIOKO.
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— He HyxHO 3aluMuiath ee.

— A g M He 3alUMUIal0, — JAPOXalUUM OT THeBa
ronocom otBeTwia OneH. — KanutaH Jleitpn He xote-
Jla, 4yTOoObl s Wa BMecTe ¢ HUMHU. Sl camMa Hacrosuia
Ha 3TOM. MHe XOTeNnoch YBHIOETb BCe COOCTBEHHBIMH
rJla3aMM M caMoii Bo BceM ybeauTbcs.

— B ueM xe? — MouTH ApyXeaoOHO MOUHTEpPECo-
Basicsi bapnep.

— B TOM, 4TO OHa npaBa, — C BbI30BOM Opocuia
OneH; YepuTu yBuIena, KaK rjasa OeBYLWIKH Hamon-
HAOTCA ciie3aMU. — Sl... 1 He XOoTena B 3TO INOBEPUTD,
HO oHa mnpaBa. Tel — npenarteinb, Thl paboTaelllb Ha
MODOHOB.

bapnep xorten yTo-TO CKa3aTh, MOTOM, MepeAyMas,
caenaj 3HaK MypaBbsSIM, OXPaHSIBIUMM OJIeH U APYTHX,
noasectu Bcex K Ckamaepy.

— Hapeloch, 31ech Mbl B 6e30onacHOCTH? — MnoBep-
HYBLIMCbh K YepHUTH, CIPOCHUII OH.

OHa MoJiya KWBHYJIA.

— INoxanyiicta, ckaXxuTe npasay, Kanutad Jlevipa, —
HactauBajl Bapnep. — K10 BBIMIpaeT oT TOro, Yto MbI
BCe mnorubHem?

— 3paech, AeHCTBUTENIBHO, BIOJIHE 6Ge3omacHo, —
3aBepuia ero UepHTH, NMOKa3blBass Ha PyHHBbI, CO BCEX
CTOpOH OKpyxasiuue yauuy. — Koraa-to ato 6su1 ro-
pof, KOTOpbIit XuJl ¥ Ablltan. Heyxenu Bbl Tak yBe-
peHbl B TOM, YTO MBI MOTyGHJIM 6Bl COTHM HH B YeM
HEMOBUHHBIX Jtonei?

— Her, — orBerun Bapnep. — 51 maxe He aymaio,
YTO BBl CTaJIK Obl XXEPTBOBaTb CBOEH XH3HBIO U XHU3HbLIO
BallIMX Apy3ed TOJNBKO IS TOTO, YTOGBI MPUKOHYMTH
HECKOJIbKUX MOPOHOB WJIM B30pBaTh MAapoyKy MiaHe-
pOB.

Kasanoce, oH xoTen mo6GaBUTh 4YTO-TO €I, HO
BMecTO 3TOoro bapmep BbITalUM/ M3 KapMaHa KypTKH
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MaJleHbKOE Mepelaloliee YCTPOWCTBO, MOAHEC €ro K
ry6aM U KpUKHYJ] B MUKPOGQOH.

— BrixoauTte M3 3naHus! Y Bac ocTtajoch He Gonee
CeMH MHHYT.

— Koro, ecnu He cekpeT, BBl 3TO TaK 3a0OTJIMBO
npeaynpeavnu? — BKpaag4MBoO cripocuiia YepuTH, rnocnie

Toro Kak bBapnep BBIKJIIOYMJI CBOIl ammapaT MU CHOBa
3aCyHy/n ero B KapMaH. — Bauux naroae#t mMiad Baliux
YETBIPEXPYKUX Jpy3eit?

— OHHU He MOM Opy3bsi, — CNOKOHHO oTBeTHn Bap-
Jiep.

— OHo ¥ BUAHO, — cbs3BWIa Yeputw.

bBapnep TsxXeno B3ROXHYIIL.

— Iloxanyiticta, kanutaH Jleiipa... — Hayan OH,
MOTOM TOKayaJl roJIOBOi U, clejiaB XeCT MOJIHOH mno-
KOpHOCTH cynbbe, nmpomomkwi: — 51 obsg3aTesbHO noc-
TapajoCh BaM Bce OOBSICHMTB, HO TOJIbKO HE 3[EChb, —
Bapnep nmocMoTpen uepe3 IMiaeyo Ha DJIeH U OCTalb-
HBIX.

Ckangep yXe rnepecTajl BHIPbIBaTbCSI M3 JiaMl ynep-
XHBAIOLIMUX €r0 MypaBbeB U Tenepb cBepnua Bapiepa
TIONHBIM HEHABUCTH B3MISAOM. DJIeH cMOTpeia Ha OTLa
TOYHO TaKXe.

— Hy uTt0, Teneps Th! JOBONEH? — C BBI30OBOM CIpO-
CHUIIa OHa.

— Iloxanyiicta, DneH, — noutv ymousn ee bap-
nep. — Belcaywait MeHst XoTa Obl MATb MUHYT. Bo3-
MOXHO, TOTAa Thl CyMeelllb MEHSI MOHSTh.

— A Te6Ge ¥ He HYXHO HHYero oobsiacHATh. A U TaK
BCe MOHHUMal0. J)KaH M OCTaJibHblE OKa3aJIMCh TpaBbl!

— Bbl npocTo npenarens! — BHIKDUKHYN XKaH. —
Yto xe BHl Tenepb ¢ HaMM caenaete? IIpukaxere
paccTpeNsTh Ha MeCTe WJIM OTNpaBHUTE K BalIMM
npy3bsaM?

— Huyero ¢ BaMH He CIIyYUTCSI, — YCTaJIO OTBETHI
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Bapnep. — A 3Haw, o ueMm Bbl gymaete. Ho noBepsTe,
A CJIyXY HE UM M HHMKOTIA HE 3aHUMAJICS 3THUM.

— KoHeyHo xe, HeT! — pasgpaXeHHO KPUKHYI
KaH. — MMeHHO no3TOMy BbI BCera B KOpHe npece-
KaJIM BCE HALUM MOMBITKU 0Ka3aThb COTIPOTHUBJIEHHE MO-
poHam!

— 51 menan 3TO TONBKO ISt TOro, YTOOBI 3aLIUTHUTD
Bac! — omnpasaniBanics bapnep. — [da Gyab Bce mpo-
KISiTO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH B cepauax. — M Tenepb MeHd
Xe 3a°3TO HasbiBaloT npenatenem! Ia, neicTBUTENb-
HO, MHE WHOTIA NPHUXOAUIOCH BECTH TEPEroBOpHl C
MOpPOHaMM U JaXe 3aKJIIo4YaTb KOe-KaKue CHENKH, HO
TOJILKO JJIS TOTO, YTOOBbl 3alLMTHTh HAlUU XHU3HH.

— HMeHHO MO3TOMYy BBl M CErOAHS MNpemalu Hac,
He Tak Ju? — 3106HOo mpouenun Cxannep.

— 51 OBLT BBIHYXXIEH 3TO chienatbh, — oTBeTUN Bap-
nep. — Iloxanyitcta, xanutaH Jlefipa, — OH BHOBB
obpaTwicsa k YepuTH — mnocrapailTech NOHSTbL MEHs.
S yxe paccka3biBaJl BaM, KaKoe OrpoMHOe 3HayeHHe
IUIS MOPOHOB MMeeT JOCTYN Ha 3Ty 6asy.

— W BB pewMau MM B 3TOM ITIOMOYb, — C TO-
peubio oto3sanack Yeputn. — Hy, u Kak? IIpeMHOro
ycnenu? .

— Ja, cepne3Ho cka3an bapiep. — Bo3MoXHo,
MMEHHO 3TO CMNacjio XH3Hb BCeM HaM H JaXe BaM,
KanuTtaH Jleipa.

— Kaxkoe Benukonyuune! — HaCMELUIHBO MPOroBO-
puna Yepuru.

OnHako Bapnep octaiucs HempoHHLIAeM.

— BT0 npaBma, KanmuTtaH. S pasroBapMBajl C KO-
MeHaaHToM 6a3bl. OH GoJbllle He HacTaWBaeT Ha Ba-
el Bbigaye. MoxeTe ocTaBaTeCsl y HAac CTOJIBKO,
CKOJIBKO TOXeJaeTe.

— B’ kauectse ruleHHHUBI? — crpociia Yepurwu.

‘— Her, — nokauai rosoBoii bapnep, — B KauecTBe
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rpaxaaHky CBoGoaHOW 30HbI, — U MaxHYB pyKOil B
CTOPOHY TNOCOJIbCTBa, Npoaonxui: — He 3Halo, Kak
noBeayT cebsi- MOPOHBI, y3HaB, UTO Bbl TaM HATBOpH-
N, OOHAKO He AyMalo, YTO C BaMH CJYYHUTCS YTO-
HUOYOb cepbe3Hoe.

— KoHeyHOo Xe, HeT, — HaCMELLIMBO CKPUBHUB pPOT,
BMellasicsi B pasroBop Ckapaep. — Cpaercs MHe, uTo
Hac Jaxke HarpajasT, HauensaT OpAeH HJH YTO-TO B 3TOM
pone.

— MopoHaM coBeplleHHO 4yX[bl TaKHe TMOHSTHS,
KaK MeCTh M Bo3JasHHe, — CNOKOMHO otBeTwa bap-
nep.

— Ho Tbl o6maHbiBan BcexX Hac! O6MaHbiBan Ye-
PHUTHU M OpYrux! — BOCK/IMKHYJa DneH. — Thl Xe MX...

— Bo3MoxHo, gaxe M Tak, — nepebun ee oreu. —
Ho 310 HyXHO 6bUIO caenath. S1 3Hal0, Thl MEHS ceii-
yac HeHaBuauib. Ho MBI HOJDKHBI MoamepXKUBaThb C
HHUMHU OTHOLIEHHS, KaK-TO MOMLJIaXMUBATbCS IMOJ HHX.
DTO eAMHCTBEHHBbI MYTb K BBLKHBAHHIO.

— Jla THI IPOCTO TPYC HeCYacCTHLIi! — B3OpBajiach
OneH.

Bapnep Heyero He ycrnes OTBETHTb, NMOTOMY YTO
OTKY[a-TO CBEpXY BAPYT yAapuia oCJeNnuTeNbHO Genas
MoJHuA. UepuTH MOBEpHyNIach, oXuaas YBHIOETb, 4YTO

NOCOJILCTBO, HAaKOHELl, B3OPBAJIOCh U JIEXHUT B pa3Ba-
JIMHaxX, HO 3JiaHHe CTOSUIO KaK HU B YeM He ObIBajio.
3aTeM MrHOBEHHME CIyCTSI B HeOe MporpeMes [JIyXoi
PacKaTUCTBbIM, AOJIT0 HE CMOJIKAIOIUMA I'POM.

— Yto0 3TO, YepT Bo3bMHU?! — 3aopan Ckamaep.

TeMHOTy HOYM pa3opBajla BTOpasi MOJIHHA, elue
6osiee sApKas, yeM IepBasi, H B TY Xe CEKyHIy BHYTPH
060MX IUIaHEpPOB pa3falUChb TOHKHE BLICOKHE, 3aBbl-
BaiolllMe 3BYKH CHpPEH.

YepHUTH MCITyTaHHO OTHPHITHY/Na B CTOPOHY, €IBa
ycneB MOCTOPOHMTBCS, KOrJa MHUMO Hee mnpobexan
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MypaBe# M MOCHEIUHO CKPBbUICS BHYTPM IuUlaHepa. B Ty
X€ MMHYTY M3 3[JaHMsl FOCOJIbCTBA MOCBINAJIUCH HAe-
CATKHM TaKUX Xe YEepHbIX MHOTOPDYKHX CYILECTB M CO
BCEX HOT GPOCHAMUCH K JieTaTeJIbHbIM annapaTtaM. Ox-
paHsBwMe Ckaaaepa M IPYTHMX [UJIEHHMKOB MYypaBbu
MOKPYTUJIINCh HA MeCcTe, 3aTeM MNPHCOENUHHIIUCH K
CBOMM COIUIEMEHHHKaM. DHEPruyHO XeCTUKYJIHPYS,
Bapnep mnonbiTajici OCTaHOBUTb MOPOHOB, 3HaKaMH
aBasi TOHATh, YTOObLI OHM BEPHYJIHCb O6GpaTHO, HO
Bce 6bUTO TiUeTHO. Toraa oH Momo3Bajl CBOMX JoAeH
Y NpViKa3ajl UM He CNycKaTh IJ1a3 C TUIEeHHBIX. Mexay
TEM sIPKME TMPOXEKTOPbl C BHEWIHEH CTOPOHBI MJlaHe-
POB BAPYT MOTracjiv, B3peBelN HEBHIMMblE MOTODHI, H
YepuTH MOHSIA, YTO MalUHHBl TOTOBATCS K B3JIETY.

— YTt0 3TO0 6BUIO? — CcHOBa cnpocusn Ckamuep.

— He 3Halo, — noxaB IuleyaMu, HEPBHO OTBETHI
Bapnep. — 310 Ha 6a3e, Ha TOI CTOPOHE pEKH.

3aBbiBaHME BHYTPH TUIAHEPOB YCHIIMJIOCH, U ABE-
PM 3aKpBUIKMCH, XOTs GoJbllIasi YacTh MypaBbeB elle He
B3oLINa Ha GOpPT KopaGseit. YepuTH ¢ npy3bsiMH enBa
ycnenu nepebGexatb Ha APYrylo CTOPOHY AOPOIH, Kak
MallWHBl B3MbUIM BBEPX.

Yepe3 ceKyHIy OOMH M3 IUIAaHEPOB B3OpBaJICS.

Bce npousouuio tak 6bicTpo, yTo Yeputu yBHAe-
JIa TOJILKO OCJieNnUTeNbHO Genblif Lap, B KOTOPOM B
MrHOBEHMe OKa Mcye3 Kopabiib. 3aTeM pas3fajiicsi cTpall--
HBI T'POXOT M € HeGa MoChINajCs OrHEHHBIH AOXAb,
HaKpBIBUIMII Pa3sBAUIMHBI TOpofa IpKMM KoBpoM. [Tmi-
NaolINe OCTaTKH Kopabiisi pa3jieTajiuch BO BCE CTOPO-
Hbl MOAOOHO MeTeopHTaM, yceillasg AoMa W MNajas Aa-
JIEKO B JDKYHIJSX.

B3priBHass BojsiHa c6una Yeputn ¢ Hor. OmHako
OHa MHCTMHKTHMBHO CIDYyNMHUpOBajiaCh, U He YCIen
Bapyiiep OMOMHUTBCA M TOHSTh, YTO X€ IPOMU3OLLIO,
oKa3sajach Bo3ne Hero. YaapuB bapnepa no uiee pe6-
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poOM JNanoHH, YEepUTH MOJIHMEHOCHBIM ABUXEHHEM
BBIpBaJla Y HEro BHHTOBKY M, NMPHUEJIHUBLIKNCH €MY
NpsMO B JI00, BKIIIOYWJIA M3JIyyaTeb Ha CaMylO BBICO-
KYIO MOLIHOCTb.

— OpHo nBWXEHMe, U Bbl MEPTBBI, — THXO CKa3a-
Jia OHa.

Bapnep noHsu1, 4to YepuTH He WIYTUT, MO3TOMY
MeIUIEHHO TIOAHSAB DYKHM, HEMHOrO OTCTYNMJ Ha3saf.

— He nenaiite 3TOoro, xanutaH Jleitpa, — cnokoit-
HO npou3Hec OH. — Bul owmnbGaeTtech: s1 BOBCE HE TOT,
3a KOTO Bbl MEHsl NpHUHHUMaeTe.

YepHUTH 4YYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO B JaHHBII MOMeHT bap-
Jiep, AEHCTBUTENbHO, HE JDKET, U OHa JOMYCTUT OLWING-
Ky, Y6uB ero. TeM He MeHee eC Majblibl CKOJIb3HYIN
Mo TNpPHUKIANYy OPYXHs, HallId MaJleHbKOE OTBEDCTHE
M HaJlaBWIX Ha BHYTPEHHIOIO MOBEPXHOCTL. [71asa bap-
Jiepa pacLUMPMJIKMCH OT yXaca, HO ObUIO yXe MO3JHO.
JlazepHasi BMHTOBKa BBIIUIIOHYJIa KOPOTKYIO Genyio
MOJIHMIO, B MTHOBEHHME OKa Napajiu30BaBLIYIO €ro He-
PBHYIO cuCTeMY; M bapsiep pyxHyn Ha KOJIEHM.

I'pOMKO BCKpHUKHYB, DiieH 6pocuiiach K OTLy, HO
YepuTH ycriena OoTTallMTb €€ Ha3al, He MO3BOJIMB CKJIO-
HUTBCA Hajl NMoBepXEHHbIM Bapnepom.

— C HMM Bce B MOpsIKE, OH XHWB, — TOPOIUIMBO
nporoBopuna oHa. — Sl TOJNBKO HEMHOrO OIJyLUMJia
ero.

CBepKHYB IJ1a3aMM, DJIeH OTTOJIKHYJIa ee pyku. Ho
YeputH, He JaBasi el NMPOW3HECTH HH CJIOBd, SHEp-
TMUHBIM [BHXEHHEM OTOpocuna DjieH B CTOPOHY H
BHOBb HalnpaBWJia OpyXXHe Ha pacIUIaCTaHHOro Ha 3eM-
sie bapnepa.

— He npubanxaiics XK HeMy CIMIIKOM 6JU3KO, —
rnpukKasaja oHa. — S| He COBCeM yBepeHa, YTO OH OeH-
CTBHUTeJIbHO 6e3 CO3HaHMA.
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Ha nuue 3BneH oTpa3smyioch HEIOYMEHHE.

— O yeM BHI ropopure?..

He oTtBeTuB Ha ee Bompoc, YepuTu XecToM MpH-
kasana Ckajunepy GbITb HACTOPOXeE, a cama OCTOPOX-
HO onycTHiaach Ha KojeHH psinmoM c Bapnepom. Ee
nanblibl KOCHYJIUCb €ro uied W Halynaiu nyasc. OH
6uics poBHo, pa3MmepeHHOo. OnHako Yeputu Bce ellle
COMHeBaJlach: HaxoauTcs au Bapnep u Bnpaeny 6e3
CO3HaHUS WU TOJIbKO MrpaeT poJib ynasliero B o6-
MOpPOK. PHCK coxpaHsuicsi, M €ro ToXe HYXHO Obll1o
NPUHATL BO BHHMaHHUE.

BeinpssMuBIlUNCh, UepuTH MOBEpHyNach K DJIeH U
BAPYT MPOH3MUTENbHO BCKPUKHYJA, MbITasCh Mpenymn-
peauTh AEBYLIKY O rpo3sillieif OMacHOCTH: 3a CITMHOM
DJeH HEOXHIAHHO NOSIBWINCH OKOJIO JiecsiTKa MypaBb-
eB. Ho 3To yxe Obl1M He mocayuiHble paGouue, a BO-
HHbI, KOTOpbIE LWIM Ha JIIoAEH C OpyXHeM Hamnepesec,
rOTOBblE BCTYTIHTb B GOM.

[1pu3siBHO B3MaxHyB pyKoOif, OnMMH U3 jioaeit bap-
Jiepa 6pocuicss UM HaBCTpeuy W B Ty Xe€ MHHYTY, 3a-
IOXHYBLIMCDH OT YyOMBJIEHUS, DYXHYJ Ha KOJIEeHH, cpa-
XEHHBIH BbIMYLUEHHBIM MYPaBbeM JIa3ePHBIM JIYYOM.

DrieH 3aKpuyaia OT yxaca, a HaT, 6slcTpo coobpa-
3UB, YTO, HYXKHO Jenatbh, yBiekia 2KaHa 3a co6oit Ha
3emyio. ['ypK ToXe He pacTepsuiCsi U C TPOMKHMH BO-
TUIIMM CKpbLICA B KycTax. YepurH ToporiMBo 6pocuia
Ckanmuepy CBOe OpyXXHe U MoBepHyJach, YTO6bI 3a6paTh
BHHTOBKY, Bce elle BMCeBLIyl0 Ha ruieye Bapnepa.

Bce Bokpyr cTajio 6yKBajibHO YEPHO OT MYPaBhEB.
IMoka YeputH, Ckagnep u ropctka mioaei Bapnepa,
efBa MpuiUeAIMX B cebs Mocjie BHE3alHOTO Harmnaje-
HHUS MODOHOB, OTOMBaJIach OT HaceAaBLUMX TBapeH, U3

-3MaHUs TIOCONBCTBA BHICKOYWJIA Liejiast TOJINa BOOpY-
XEHHBIX HACEKOMbIX.
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— Hasan! Bce BpacceinmHyio! — 3akpuyana Yepurtu
M CTPEMMTENILHO GpOCHIach B TEMHOTY IXYHIJEH.

Ha pgpyroit ctopoHe, y mocosnbcTBa, BOPYr TOXeE
BCIBIXHYJI JIa3€pHbIi OTOHb. DTO COMPOTHUBJSIJIUCH He
yCreBLIME NMOKUHYTH 34aHue Jioau bapnepa.

TpoH3uTenbHLIM, pe3KO HapacTaloluil BOM 3acTa-
BUN UepUTH NMOAHATH rojioBy. Ban rmyiameHH oT B3op-
BaBllErocss Kopabys yxe rorac, HO Haj JIeCOM, B KO-

TOpoM Hawnu yb6exwuiue UYepuTH M ee TOBapHLIH,
HEOXHMIAHHO MOSIBUACS €llie ONMH TulaHep. YepuTH He-
NPOM3BOJIbHO TMpHXalach K 3eMJje, OXHaas, YTO OH
OTKpOET OroHb. BMecTo 3TOro OorpoMHbIif TpUALATH-
METPOBBIH JIETAalOLUUWA IOUCK ONMPOKHHYJICS Ha JIEBBI
60K u cpenan nosopoT. Ero MoOLUHBIA 3HepreTHuec-
KMt JIy4 mpopesain BO3AyX M, KOCHYBLUHCb OIHOTO M3
IIOMOB B KOHLIE YJIMLBI, B3opBaJl cTpoeHue. CexkyHIy
CNyCTS TUIAHEP YXe€ JieTell BOOJb YJAMLBI, a 32 HUM Ha
OrpOMHO# CKOPOCTH MYaJicsl ellle OAMH Kopabjib.

Bce 3T0 ObIJI0O HACTOJNILKO HEOObIYHO, YTO YepHuTH
Ha Kakoe-TO MTHOBEHHME MEpecTasa CTpeATh B IOA-
NOJMI3al0lUMNX MYpaBbeB, HE B CHJIaXx OTOpBaTbCH OT
CTpallHOM KapTHMHBI: OAWH IUIaHep MpeciefoBal ApY-
TOM, TOJINBasi €ro OrHeM.

HaxoHel oauH M3 Jiyyeil 3ales MepBYIO MalMHY.
[lpaBpa, ero MOILIHOCTH GBUIO HEOOCTATOYHO, YTOOH!
B30pBaTh anmnapar B BO3Ayxe, HO, cyas Mo BceMy, MOB-
pEeXIEeHHUs] OKa3aMCh HOCTaTOYHO cepbe3HbIMH. [loa-
6UTBHIN TUTaHEp MepeBepHYJICS M 6ECNOMOLLHO MOBUC B
BO3[yXe, 3aTeEM, B3peBEB MOTOpaMH, BOLUEJ B LUTONOP
M Havyasl GBICTPO TepATh BBHICOTY.

YepuTH eapa ycriena NPUTrHYTb TOJNIOBY U 3aKphITh
‘TJ1a3a, KaK JieTaTeJIbHbI{ arnnapaT PYXHya B OBYX-Tpex
KBapTajax OT Hee M, B30pBaBIUMCh, pa3/l€ETeNics Ha
TBICSIYH OCKOJIKOB. OMajiuB KpPHILUH JOMOB, MHOTHE U3
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KOTOPBIX TYT X€ 3aropejiuch, BOJIHA PaCKaJIeHHOIO
BO3[lyXa TpOHec/ach Hal JiecoM. 3afepXaB [bIXxaHHe,
YeputH Gpocunach Ha 3€MJII0 U CKBO3b HaBEPHYBIL M-
ecsi OT HerNnepeHOCHMOro Xapa cje3bl NToCMOoTpesla Ha
3JaHHe MOCOJIbCTBA.

YnapHas BOJIHa CBajijila C HOT BCEX MYPaBbEB, HO
HaceKoOMble Y€ MOAHUMAINUCDH, XBaTUIUCh 3a OPYXHe
M CHOBa, KaKk HX B yeM He ObiBaJIO, UUIM B Goil. He-
KOTOpblE M3 HUX YCMeNu Oaxe A06paThCsi O YIULHI.

B HOuYM OMATL MOCHBILIAIOCH pe3Koe 3aBbiBaHHeE,
M Hal AOpOroif CHOBAa MOBMC TylaHep. B oqHO MrHoBe-
HHe ero Jjla3epHble NYLIKU TNpeBpaTWIU 3HaHHE To-
COJILCTBA M GOJNBILYIO YaCTb MYPAaBbeB B KHIISLLLYIO JIaBy.

YepuTH MOHsJIa, YTO Y HHUX MOSIBWJICH IIAHC Ha
crniaceHue. BrICTpO BCKOYMB Ha HOTM, OHa METHYJach
k Ckannepy, Ha XONy BBLICTPEJIMB B MYpaBbsl, KAKMM-
TO- YyAOM yLeJeBlIero npu 6omoexke. CyliecTBo HUc-
Yye3No B CJEMsALIEM CBeTe MOJHUH. B ToT Xe mwur
Ckaamep HOGHJI MOC/EAHEro OCTaBILIErocsi B XWBBIX
MOpOHa.

boit 3akoHumicsa. Ynuua W Gosbliass 4yacTh 37a-
HHUS MOCONBCTBA NMpEeBPaTWIUCh B MOpe OrHsl, B KOTO-
pOM HHOrma MOXHMMAIHNCH MOAEpruBalolinecss QHry-
pbl, HMelIIMEe MMOYTH YeJOBeYEeCKHE. OUYepTaHMA.
YepuTH ellle HEMHOTO MOCTOs1a, Aabbl y1OCTOBEPUTD-
Cs1, YTO OMACHOCTH OoJIbllie HET, 3aTeM OMYCTHJIa BUH-
TOBKY M NOCMOTpejia Ha DJIeH.

OcTtaBHB CBOE yOexuile, AeBYyllKa CleLIWIa K OTLLY,
KOTOPDBIi YXe Hayal MpUXOOuThk B cebs. Onepeaus ee,
YeputH ckioHHMNach Han BapnepoM, yrpoxaroie Ha-
npaBMB €MY B Ipyllb CTBOJ BHHTOBKH. HeT, oHa BoBCe
He cobupajiach CTpensTh B Hero, HO pelnia Ha BCS-
KWl ciiyyaif NTpUHATH Mepbl Ge30macHOCTH.

Hakonen bBapnep MemwieHHo oTKpbul Diasa. [lo-
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Hayajly ero B3rash ObUI MyCT, HO MO Mepe MposiCHe-
HMUs CO3HaHMsA Mia3a Bapnepa moreMHenu, B HUX MO-
SIBWIOCH BbIpaXX€HHE pa3oyapoBaHUSI U THeBa.

— Yo 3mech mMpou3ouio? — IJyXO CNPOCHI OH.

— He 3Hnalo, — noxana nneyamu Yeputn: — Tonabko
y BalUMX JApY3ed TaM, Ha TOH CTOPOHE YJMLBbI, SBHO
YTO-TO HE CJIOXMJIOCH.

PeB nBuratens cHoBa 3acTaBW;l €€ MOAHSTbL ro-
JoBy. OrpoMHBIH JieTalolWMit AUCK MJIABHO CKOJIb3-
HYJl Hal pa3sBaJIMHAMM JOMOB, 3aTeM chejajl Kpyr
Hall NMOJIBIXalOIMM IOCOJBCTBOM M TMPOM3BEN elle
OMH, 3aKJIIOYUTENbHbIM BbICTpea. [Ipo6uB aABepb, Ay
MPOHMK BHYTpb 34aHMs. Pasgajicsi orayluMTENbHbIA
B3pbIB. [locne 3Toro rulaHep Havyajl MEIUIEHHO CHH-
XaTbCs.

Korza nBepb anmapara OTONBUHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY M
M3 Hee TMOKasaics yenoBeK, YepHUTH, HaBepHOe, eANH-
CTBEHHasl U3 BCeX He ynuBHJIach aToMy. I'ypK coaBneH-
HO BCKPMKHYN, a Ckangep, BCKUHYB PYXb€, MPHUIoTO-
BWJICA CTpeNsiTh. BBICTPO NpoOTsAHYB pyKy, Yeputu
TIpHUTHY/Ia CTBOJI BUHTOBKHU K 3€MJIE M THUXO lMpHKa3sana:

— He Hano.

Mexany TeM yenoBeK MeMJIEHHO CIIYCTHUJICS IO
METAUIMYECKMM CXOMNHSIM, OIJIsANE/ICS W+ HanpaBWJICs
npsiMo K Yepurtw.

IIpy Bume ero XKaH corHyincs, Kak OT yaapa #
pe3KO BBbIIOXHYII.

— ODTOT .napeHb... OXOTHUK! — 3aKpUYaJl OH, YyKa-
3bIBasgi Ha CTPOMHOIO YEPHOBOJIOCOTO MYXUMHY.

Koe-kTo M3 nioge#t bBapsepa Toxe HampaBwiI Ha
Kaiina opyxue. B 3T0 BpeMsi DneH, CIOBHO CTPSIXHYB
c cebs oueneHeHHe, TPOMKO BCKPUKHYJa:

— Hert! He crpensitte! EMy MOXHO BepUTB!

YepuTH YAMBIEHHO NMOCMOTpEJia Ha NEBYIIKY, KO-
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TOpasi BbICKOYMJIa BIepen M, 3aCNOoHHMB coboi Kaiina,
€llle pa3 MoBTOpMJA:

— He crtpensiite.

— Ho 3ToT napeHb — OXOTHHUK, — HactauBaj XKaH.

— OH HaM HMYero He chejaeT, — BO3pa3uia
OneH. — [ToxanyiicTa, MoBepsTe MHE.
— Oroiian-Ka B CTOpPOHY, dieH, — mnoTpe6osar,

NMOAHUMAs OpyXHe, OAUH M3 MYXYMH.

Hesyuika ynpsiMo Nnokavyajla rojloBoi H 'rnepno
Npou3Heca:

— EMy MOXHO BepHTb!

— BepuTb OXOTHHKY?! — pe3kKo BBIKpHUKHYN >KaH.

— S 3Hao ero, — oTBeTHNa DyieH. — ONHaAXABI OH
yXe crac MHe XH3Hb.

YepUTH 3aTyMyHBO NOCMOTpeJia Ha JDJieH.

—JleByliKa npaBa, — CKa3ajla OHa TIocJe - Helo-
Jroro MojayaHus. — Kaitn, necTBUTENbHO, HE MNpHU-
YUHUT HaM Bpefla.

Bce MemneHHo omyctHnm opyxue. OnHako auua
JIIoe ele BbIpaXalu Iybokoe HeNoBeEpHUe.

— IMoxanyiicra, notoponurecs, KanuraH Jleipn, —
crniokoitHo nporoBopui Kail. — Y Hac ‘He TaKk MHOro
BpeMeHM. Sl monaraio, cioga yXe HarpapbJseTcs - He-
CKOJIbKO 60€eBbIX KOpabieH.

— Trl Bce elle BepHlUb 3TOMY NMapHIO? — CKpUNy-
YuUM rosiocoM nposopuan I'ypk. — MHe KaxeTcs, 310
JIMLIb KaKOW-TO HOBBIM TPIOK. '

— He nymalo, uto y Hac ecth BHIGOp, — OTBETHAA
Yeputu, caenaB 3Hak Ckanaepy.

HecMoTps Ha TO, yTO MHAeeu He Goiblue APYrMX
ObUI YBEpEH B €€ NpaBOTe, OH, HHCKOJbKO He KOJe6-
JISICh, CXBAaTHMJI YNMpAIOLIEroCs KapjiKa, CYHYNl €ro
MoA MbIWIKY M moGexan 3a Kaitnom u dneH, koto-
pBIE YXe HanpaBMIHCh K JIECTHHLE, BEAyLIEH BHYTPb
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neTaTeNibHOTO amnmaparta. HaT Toxe nocnenosana 3a
HUMM.

MenjieHHO NOBEPHYB rojioBy, UepHUTH BbIpa3uTellb-
HO mnocMoTtpesnia Ha Bapnepa, naBasg NMOHSITb, YTO OH
MOXET TNPUCOEAVHUTBCS.

— TIloyeMy Thl He 3acTpenwia MeHs1? — THXO CIpoO-
cun Bapnep.

— 51 yBepeHa, YTO 3TO COBEPIIEHHO HM K uemy, —
orBeTuna Yepurn. — Ckaxute, Bauia J04b, OEHCTBU-
TenbHO, 3HaeT Kaitna? — caenaB ABUXEHME B CTOPOHY
Mera-BOMHa M 3JieH crpocuia OHa.

— Ha, — nomoiyas, npousHec bapnep. — A kak-
TO YNIOMMHaJ, 4YTO 3Ta AeBYylUKa MHE He pOAHas -qO4Yb.
S ymouepun DJieH Mocjie TOro, Kak ee poAUTEeNH Mo-
rMGnM B QXKYHIIsIX. Torma Mel HUKaK He MOIJIM IO-
HATb, KaK e# ynanochb BbIXHMTb. Ho ceiuac s, Kaxer-
csl, 9TO 3HalO.

— A BbI, OEHCTBUTENLHO, €€ JIIoOUTe, — Mpobop-
MoTana Yeputu.

— Ja, niobmo, — cornacwicsa Baprep.

— Ho BbI moTtepsiere BDJieH.

— 4 3Halo, — neyaJbHO OTBETWJI OH.

— OHa He ocTaHeTcs 3eChb. DJIeH JOCTaTOYHO BH-
Iejla U CIMIIKOM YyMHa, 4YToObl He pa3obpaTbcsi BO
BCEM, KaK TONbKO €¥ NpefoCTaBUTCS BO3MOXHOCTb
MOCHAETh U NMoayMaTb. OHa 3HaeT, KTO BhI.

Bapiep KMBHYJ M CHOBa NOCMOTpeJl Ha DJieH O0-
JITUM 'B3IJIAIOM, B KOTOPOM CBETHJIACh HEXHOCTb.

— Bml mapyere MHe XHM3Hb? — CIIPOCWI OH.

— He BMXy npuUyMHBI YGHMBaThL Bac, — Moxasna
mneyamMu Yeputu. — Ceifuac 1 BaM HUYEro He cie-
Jlalo, Ho obelialo, — THMXO M cepbe3HO nobGaBuia

OHa, — eCJIM Mo Balled BHHE NOCTPaJaloT 3TH JIOAU
WUJHU elle pa3 CIAYYUTCS TO, YTO NMPOU3IOLLIO CErona-
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Hsl, 51 HeNMpeMEeHHO BEpHYCh M IMPUKOHYY Bac BOT
3TOW DYKOW.

— 3rtoro He MOBTOpUTCH, — oTseTwi bapnep. —
Jlalo cnoBo, HUKTO Oosiblue He mocTpamaeT. S yxe
rOBOPHUJI BaM, UTO MOpPOHaM 4YyXIbl TaKHe MOHSATHS,
KaK MECTb M BO3HarpaxieHue.

— Hanpeioch, 4TO 3TO npapna, — BbLAOXHYNa Yepu-
T™M. — MoXeTe NpoAoJIKaTh WrpaTh CBOIO pOJib TIO-
peMILMKa — €CIM 3TO AOCTABJISIET BaM YIOBOJBLCTBUE, —
HO ynacu Bac Bor urparte posipb nanava.

— Sl uM HUKorga M He ObUI, BCerga OCTaBasCh
TOJILKO MX CTpaxeMm, — cka3san Baprep.

YepUTH TIOBEpHYJach M ObicTpo mogouwia K Kaii-
ay v OneH. OkasaBLUMCh psAIOM, OHa OAHOM pYKoO#
IOTpOHYJNach OO0 DJieH, MoKa3biBasi OPYTOil Ha OTKpbI-
TYIO ZBEpb.

— Eciau xouewrb, MOXelllb OTIIPaBUThLCS C HAMH, —
npepioxuina Yeputu.

Dnen Monyana. Ee B3riax HeyBEepeHHO mepeberar
C JIMLl OTLIa Ha OTKPBLITYIO ABEpb KOpPaGIs.

- 4. .

— TeGe Henb3s ocTaBaThCA 30ECh, — THXO, YTOOHI
€€ He YC/bIILAJT HHKTO M3 CTOSBUIMX DSOOM MYXYHH,
npoluenTtaita YepuTH.

DJeH Bce elle KoyieGanach; ee Jla3a CHOBa Hamoj-
HWIKCH cJie3aMHU. [IOTOM OHa pe3ko OTBepHYJIach, B3be-
Xajla 1o JIECTHHIIE BBepX M HMcye3a BHYTpH KopaOjs.

Kaiin ynueneHHo nmocMorpen Ha UepuTu M, yKa-
3aB IJlasaMM Ha Bapnepa, crnipocuir:

— Tol ocTaBngelib ero B XHUBBIX?

Yeputn Monya KMBHYJA.

— Ho on xe mera-ouH?!

— 51 3Hal0,.— OTBETWJIa OHAa W HaIpaBMJIaCh BCJIE]
3a DyeH BHYTpb IUIaHepa.
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IMocne Hemonroro kKojieGaHUss 3a HUMHU MNMOCJIEHO-
Ban Kaiin.

Yepe3 ABe MMHYTHI, 3aBbIBas ABMraTenssMM, IUIa-
Hep B3MbUI B HeOO M B3sJI KypC Ha BocToK. Ele He
ycneJsi CTUXHYTh TPOH3MUTENbHBIM TIYJl JIeTaTeEJbHOIO
anmnapaTta, Kak rae-To ryboko BHHU3Y, MOA 3JaHHUEM,
3aMKHYJIacb TNOCJEeOHASsl Uernb ILIeCTHUAEeCATHIIETHEN
KOMITBIOTEPHO} MNporpaMMbl U BCsS INOA3E€MHas 4acTb
MOCOJILCTBa MpeBpaTUIach B packajieHHOe MECUBO pac-
MJIaBJIECHHOM CTaJlH.
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Bonbdranr XonsbaitH
KoposieBa MATeXHHKOB
Ha pa3sasmnax Ilapmwka
PomaHsl

TloanucaHo B nevats 18.10.96. ®opmar 84x1081/32.
Bymara rasettas. [Teuars odcerHan. Mapuutypa «TimesET».
O6bem 15,0 1. n. Tupax 11 000 3k3. 3ax. 1468.

®upma «Pycuun. Jiuueinus JIP 040432,
214016, Cmonenck, yn. CoGonesa, 7.

Hapanue sun}"uleuo NpH Y4aCTHH 060 «Cepeern.
-220013, Muuck, yn. CypraHosa, a. 1, k. 2.
Jlnuensua JIB 613.

OTme4aTaHo ¢ roTOBBIX AHANO3WTHBOB 3aKa34HKA
B THNorpadui i3natenscrsa «benopycckui lom neuarw.
220013, Munck, np. ®. Ckophnbl, 79.
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COKPOBLIHLIA
BOEBOVI QAHACWIKU
VA NPYIKAKONEHVA




